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USC Football Uniform History: A Journey Through Tradition and Innovation

usc football uniform history is a fascinating journey that reflects not only
the evolution of college football attire but also the culture, pride, and
identity of one of the most storied programs in NCAA history. From the early
days of leather helmets and simple jerseys to the modern, high-tech gear worn
by the Trojans today, USC’s uniforms have undergone significant
transformations while maintaining iconic elements that resonate deeply with
fans and players alike. Exploring this history offers insight into how
tradition and innovation blend in college football aesthetics.

The Early Years: Simplicity and Practicality

In the early 1900s, football uniforms were far from the high-tech kits we see
today. USC’s initial football attire was quite basic, focusing more on
utility than style. Jerseys were typically made of heavy cotton or wool, with
simple block numbers and minimal decoration. Helmets were often leather caps
without face masks, offering limited protection.

Colors and Design Origins

USC's cardinal and gold colors have been a defining feature since the
program’s inception. These colors were chosen to represent the university's
school spirit and have remained largely consistent throughout the decades.
Early uniforms featured cardinal red jerseys with gold numbers or vice versa,
establishing a color scheme that fans instantly recognize.

Mid-Century Changes: Establishing a Visual
Identity

As college football grew in popularity, so did the emphasis on team branding
and visual identity. Between the 1940s and 1960s, USC football uniforms began
to incorporate more distinctive design elements while maintaining the
traditional color palette.

Introduction of the Trojan Helmet Logo

One of the most iconic moments in USC football uniform history was the
adoption of the Trojan helmet logo. Initially, helmets were plain cardinal or



gold, but by the mid-20th century, the Trojan head emblem was introduced,
symbolizing strength, courage, and the warrior spirit associated with USC
athletics. This logo has become synonymous with the Trojans, appearing on
helmets with pride and reverence.

Material Innovations

During this period, advancements in fabric technology allowed for lighter,
more durable uniforms. Wool jerseys gave way to synthetic blends, improving
player comfort and performance. Additionally, the introduction of plastic
helmets with face masks significantly enhanced player safety, a trend
embraced by USC as part of their uniform evolution.

The Modern Era: Technology Meets Tradition

The last few decades have seen USC football uniforms merge high-tech
materials with classic design cues. The program has experimented with various
styles, alternate jerseys, and cutting-edge fabric technology while honoring
its rich heritage.

Alternate Uniforms and Special Editions

USC has embraced alternate uniforms to celebrate special occasions or inspire
players and fans. These include throwback designs that pay homage to past
eras and limited-edition jerseys featuring innovative patterns or materials.
For example, USC has worn all-gold or all-cardinal uniforms in certain high-
profile games, offering a fresh take on their traditional colors.

Incorporating Performance Fabrics

Modern USC uniforms use moisture-wicking, breathable fabrics designed to
enhance athletic performance. These materials help players stay cool and dry
during intense games, contributing to overall stamina and comfort. The use of
lightweight composites in helmets and padding also reflects the program’s
commitment to player safety without sacrificing style.

Symbolism and Tradition in USC Football Uniform
History

Beyond aesthetics and technology, USC uniforms carry deep symbolic meaning.



The cardinal and gold colors represent school pride and heritage, while
uniform details often incorporate nods to Trojan warrior imagery and the
university’s history.

The Number Font and Striping Patterns

USC’s number fonts and jersey striping have subtle yet meaningful variations
that distinguish the Trojans from other programs. The use of bold block
numbers, sometimes outlined in contrasting colors, enhances visibility on the
field and reinforces the team’s bold identity. Shoulder stripes and sleeve
designs often feature cardinal and gold accents that tie the look together.

Helmet Features and Design Consistency

The Trojan helmet logo remains a constant, unifying element in USC’s football
uniforms. Helmet colors have alternated between cardinal and gold, but the
emblem’s presence is a reminder of the team’s fighting spirit. The helmet’s
glossy finish and clean lines provide a modern flair while respecting decades
of tradition.

Collecting and Wearing USC Football Uniforms
Today

For fans and collectors, USC football uniforms represent more than just game-
day apparel—they’re pieces of history and symbols of Trojan pride. Vintage
jerseys, replica helmets, and throwback gear are highly sought after,
connecting generations of supporters to the program’s legacy.

Tips for Collectors and Fans

Authenticity Matters: Seek out officially licensed USC merchandise to
ensure quality and accuracy.

Understand the Eras: Different decades have unique design features, so
identifying the era can enhance a collection's value.

Preservation: Store vintage uniforms properly to prevent fabric
deterioration and fading.

Customization: Modern fans often personalize jerseys with favorite
player names and numbers, blending tradition with individual expression.



Looking Forward: The Future of USC Football
Uniforms

As technology continues to advance and college football evolves, USC’s
football uniforms will likely continue balancing innovation with tradition.
Expect to see smarter fabrics, sustainable materials, and possibly even
interactive elements integrated into future designs. However, the cardinal
and gold colors, Trojan helmet emblem, and the spirit they represent will
undoubtedly remain central to the Trojans’ identity.

Exploring the rich tapestry of USC football uniform history reveals a story
of pride, perseverance, and progress—a visual narrative that mirrors the
team’s success on the gridiron and the passionate community that supports it.
Whether you’re a die-hard fan, a collector, or simply curious about college
football traditions, the evolution of USC’s football uniforms offers a
compelling glimpse into how sports apparel can become a powerful symbol of
legacy and aspiration.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did USC first introduce their iconic cardinal
and gold football uniforms?
USC first introduced their cardinal and gold football uniforms in the early
1900s, establishing the colors as a symbol of the university's athletic
teams.

How has the design of the USC football helmet
evolved over the years?
The USC football helmet has evolved from simple leather helmets in the early
1900s to the modern cardinal-colored helmets featuring the classic
interlocking 'SC' logo, with changes in materials and safety features over
time.

What traditions are associated with USC's football
uniform?
One tradition is the wearing of cardinal jerseys with gold pants, along with
the gold Trojan helmet, which symbolizes the spirit and pride of the
university's football program.



Have USC football uniforms ever featured special
edition designs?
Yes, USC has occasionally worn special edition uniforms for significant games
or anniversaries, including throwback designs and alternate color schemes
that pay homage to different eras of the program.

What role do the colors cardinal and gold play in
USC football uniform history?
Cardinal and gold have been the official colors of USC football uniforms
since their inception, representing the school's identity and tradition, with
cardinal as the primary jersey color and gold as an accent.

When did USC start using the interlocking 'SC' logo
on their football helmets?
USC began using the interlocking 'SC' logo on their football helmets in the
1960s, which has since become an enduring symbol of the Trojan football
program.

Have there been any major changes to USC football
uniforms in the last decade?
In the last decade, USC football uniforms have seen subtle modernizations,
including updated fabric technology for better performance, minor tweaks to
striping, and the introduction of alternate uniforms for select games.

What was unique about the USC football uniforms
during the 1970s?
During the 1970s, USC football uniforms featured a simpler design with less
ornamentation, focusing on the cardinal jerseys with gold numbers and the
classic helmet logo, reflecting the style of that era.

How do USC football uniforms compare to other Pac-12
teams historically?
USC football uniforms are known for their classic and consistent cardinal and
gold color scheme, making them one of the most recognizable and traditional
uniforms in the Pac-12, compared to other teams that often change colors or
designs.

Are there any notable players associated with iconic



USC football uniforms?
Yes, players like O.J. Simpson, Marcus Allen, and Reggie Bush are closely
associated with USC's iconic cardinal and gold uniforms, contributing to the
legacy and recognition of the team's visual identity.

Additional Resources
USC Football Uniform History: A Legacy of Tradition and Innovation

usc football uniform history traces back over a century, reflecting the
evolution of college football aesthetics, technology, and culture. The
University of Southern California Trojans have long been recognized not only
for their storied athletic achievements but also for their iconic and
distinctive uniforms. From the early 1900s to the present day, USC’s football
attire has balanced tradition with innovation, symbolizing both the program’s
rich heritage and its forward-looking spirit. Exploring this history offers
insights into how uniforms serve as emblematic artifacts of identity, pride,
and performance on the gridiron.

Early Beginnings: The Foundations of USC’s
Football Look

The inception of USC football uniforms dates back to the early 20th century
when college teams relied on simple, utilitarian gear. In the 1910s and
1920s, USC players donned plain jerseys, often in cardinal red or shades of
gold, with minimal embellishment. The helmets were leather and lacked
facemasks, reflecting the rudimentary safety standards of the era. These
early uniforms emphasized function over form, yet the cardinal and gold color
scheme was already firmly established, laying the groundwork for USC’s
unmistakable identity.

During this formative period, the Trojans’ uniforms were relatively
consistent in color but varied in material and cut. Wool and heavy cotton
dominated, which, while durable, posed challenges for player comfort and
mobility. The absence of modern ventilation and padding made these early kits
quite different from the streamlined, technologically advanced uniforms seen
today.

Mid-Century Transformation: Style Meets
Performance

The mid-20th century marked a significant shift in USC football uniform
history. As college football gained national prominence, USC began to refine



its look to blend tradition with emerging trends in sportswear design. The
introduction of plastic helmets in the 1950s revolutionized player safety and
allowed for more creative helmet designs.

Helmet Evolution and Iconography

USC’s helmet design became a defining feature of the uniform during this era.
The cardinal red helmet adorned with the interlocking “SC” logo in gold
became a symbol of pride and excellence. This logo, introduced in the 1960s,
has remained virtually unchanged, serving as a visual anchor that connects
generations of Trojans.

The helmets also incorporated facemasks, padding, and ventilation
improvements, which enhanced player safety and comfort. The combination of
the cardinal base color with gold detailing created a striking contrast,
reinforcing USC’s brand identity on the field.

Jersey and Pant Developments

Jerseys evolved from heavy wool to lighter, synthetic fabrics that allowed
for better moisture management and flexibility. The cardinal red jersey with
gold numbers became standard, often complemented by white or gold pants. The
Trojans experimented with different striping patterns on sleeves and pants,
adding subtle stylistic elements without straying from the core color
palette.

The 1960s and 1970s also saw the introduction of alternate uniforms,
including white jerseys for away games, which featured cardinal and gold
accents. These changes were both practical and aesthetic, designed to enhance
visibility and team cohesion.

The Modern Era: Innovation and Tradition in
Harmony

Since the 1990s, USC football uniforms have navigated the balance between
honoring tradition and embracing technological advancements. The Trojans have
become known for their polished, professional appearance, which combines
classic colors with modern design features.

Material Technology and Performance Enhancements

Modern USC uniforms utilize cutting-edge fabrics engineered for



breathability, durability, and stretch. Moisture-wicking materials reduce
sweat accumulation, while lightweight padding integrated into jerseys and
pants offers protection without compromising mobility. These advancements
reflect broader trends in sportswear technology, where performance
optimization is paramount.

The helmets have continued to evolve with improved impact absorption and
custom fitting, ensuring player safety aligns with NCAA regulations. The
cardinal and gold color scheme remains dominant, but subtle gradients and
textures have been introduced to add depth and visual interest.

Alternate and Special Edition Uniforms

In recent years, USC has embraced alternate uniforms for select games, often
as tributes or to generate excitement. These kits sometimes feature reversed
color schemes, matte finishes, or unique patterns inspired by Trojan culture
and history.

For example, special “throwback” uniforms pay homage to classic looks from
past decades, while limited-edition designs celebrate milestones or
rivalries. These uniforms serve dual purposes: honoring the program’s legacy
and engaging fans through fresh visual storytelling.

Comparative Perspective: USC vs. Other College
Football Uniforms

USC’s football uniform history stands out among collegiate programs for its
consistent adherence to a refined color palette and iconic helmet design.
While some schools frequently overhaul their uniforms to chase trends, USC
opts for a measured evolution that respects tradition.

Consistency: The cardinal and gold colors have been a constant since the
program’s inception, reinforcing brand recognition.

Iconic Helmet: The interlocking “SC” logo remains one of the most
recognizable in college football, rarely altered.

Balanced Innovation: Technological upgrades in materials and safety have
been incorporated without drastic aesthetic changes.

This approach contrasts with programs that experiment heavily with color
schemes, fonts, or logos, sometimes at the expense of historical continuity.
USC’s restrained yet thoughtful modifications highlight a commitment to
legacy, which resonates strongly with alumni and fans alike.



Impact of Uniforms on Team Identity and Fan
Engagement

Uniforms are more than just athletic apparel; they symbolize a team’s ethos
and foster a sense of unity among players and supporters. USC football
uniforms have played a crucial role in shaping the Trojans’ identity.

The cardinal and gold colors evoke a sense of tradition and pride, while the
helmet’s design acts as a psychological emblem of toughness and excellence.
For fans, seeing these colors and logos on the field triggers memories of
past glories and inspires loyalty.

Moreover, USC’s careful management of its football uniform history has helped
sustain a strong merchandise market. Fans eagerly purchase jerseys, hats, and
memorabilia that reflect the team’s classic look, contributing to the
program’s financial and cultural vitality.

Looking Ahead: The Future of USC Football
Uniforms

As technology and design continue to evolve, USC faces the challenge of
maintaining its historical identity while adapting to new possibilities.
Innovations such as sustainable materials, enhanced customization, and
digital integration may influence future uniform iterations.

However, given USC’s track record, any changes are likely to be incremental
and respectful of the program’s storied past. The cardinal and gold colors,
along with the iconic helmet, will undoubtedly remain central, serving as
timeless symbols of Trojan excellence.

In this way, USC football uniform history is not merely a chronicle of fabric
and design but a living narrative that intertwines past achievements with
future aspirations on and off the field.

Usc Football Uniform History

  usc football uniform history: The USC Trojans Football Encyclopedia Richard J. Shmelter,
2014-05-07 For more than 120 years, the University of Southern California Trojans have maintained
a tradition of football excellence that has placed the team among the perennial elite in the collegiate
ranks. Eleven national championships, 38 conference titles, 150 All-Americans, and seven Heisman
Trophy winners all stand as testaments to the greatness of the Cardinal and Gold. This definitive
reference chronicles the history of USC football from its first-ever game on November 14, 1888--a
16-0 victory over the Alliance Athletic Club--through 2012. Synopses of each season include
game-by-game summaries, final records, ultimate poll rankings, and team leaders in major statistical
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categories. Biographies of head coaches and all-time USC greats, a roster of every player to don a
Trojan uniform, a look at USC football traditions, and a catalog of honors received by both players
and coaches through the years complete this essential encyclopedia for the Trojan faithful.
  usc football uniform history: Tales from the USC Trojans Sideline Tom Kelly, Tom Hoffarth,
2012-11-13 Tom Kelly, the legendary signature voice of USC sports for nearly five decades,
combines with coauthor Tom Hoffarth of the Daily News of Los Angeles to take Trojan fans on a
journey of memories and previously untold anecdotes from and about many of the great coaches,
players, teams, and games in USC football history, as well as other sports. His story in Southern
California starts with the recommendation of Jack Buck that he be hired as Chick Hearn’s color man
on USC football and basketball games in 1961. During Kelly’s forty-plus year run, the Trojans
boasted five Heisman Trophy winners, won five national championships, and played in 14 Rose
Bowls and 24 overall bowl games. Kelly, who won five Golden Mike Awards and was named
California’s Sportscaster of the Year three times, was inducted into USC’s Hall of Fame. His stories
and anecdotes will become a must-read for all Trojan fans.
  usc football uniform history: Uniform Numbers of the NFL John Maxymuk, 2015-02-16
Football is a game of numbers--fourth and inches, the three-man rush, a two point conversion, first
down. Even with the obvious numbers in the statistics, rules and game situations, the players'
uniform numbers themselves have become part of professional football and its lore. NFL players,
like modern-day gladiators, are fitted head-to-toe in protective gear, obscuring even their faces from
their most loyal fans. They have become largely identifiable through their uniform numbers. You
cannot conjure up Larry Csonka without seeing the number 39 crashing through the line of
scrimmage, or recall Lawrence Taylor without imagining the fear his 56 inspired in opposing
quarterbacks. This comprehensive reference work lists all 32 current franchises of the NFL and
includes brief team histories, statistics and interesting facts. Each chapter ends with an all-time
numerical roster listing the numbers 1 through 99 (in some cases beginning with 00) and everyone,
from Hall-of-Famer to replacement player, who has ever worn the corresponding number for that
club. Four appendices are included.
  usc football uniform history: Cardinal and Gold Steve Delsohn, 2016 From respected
journalist Steve Delsohn comes the true story of the University of Southern California football
program, told by those who know it best--USC players, coaches, administrators, and leading sports
journalists who have covered the fabled team. Over the years, USC has produced an almost
unrivaled level of success: 11 national titles, 38 conference championships, 7 Heisman Trophy
winners and 80 All-Americans, while also grooming countless NFL stars. From Todd Marinovich and
Keyshawn Johnson to Reggie Bush and Matt Leinart, some of the greatest and most memorable
college football players of all time have suited up for the Trojans. And under the leadership of
legendary coaches like John Robinson and Pete Carroll, they've played in some of college football's
most celebrated big games. At the same time, few big-time football programs are as tumultuous as
USC. From battles with the NCAA, to bitter internal conflicts between coaches, players, and
administrators, to all-out brawls with hated rivals like Notre Dame, the Trojans' dominance has often
gone hand in hand with controversy. This book tells, for the first time, the full and unvarnished story
of the USC program at its best and worst. From the dynastic Tailback U years of the 1970s, to the
dominance of the Carroll years, right through the upheaval of the modern era, it's crammed with
behind-the-scenes insight into USC's most iconic moments, players, coaches, and games.--Adapted
from dust jacket.
  usc football uniform history: 100 Things Notre Dame Fans Should Know & Do Before
They Die John Heisler, 2013-10-01 The storied Notre Dame football program has long been full of
pride and passionate fans, as the Fighting Irish have provided decades of incredible memories for its
legion of alumni and followers, and author John Heisler captures this tradition and others in this
essential fanbook. Created for the serious football fan who wants to enhance their Fighting Irish IQ,
this book reveals special stories and experiences from fans and memorable moments about past and
present players and coaches. As a longtime ND employee in the sports information and athletic



departments, author John Heisler shares what's really important and he touches on some of the most
famous games, players, and traditions in Fighting Irish history, including Knute Rockne's Win One
for the Gipper speech, the team's game day walk from the Basilica to Notre Dame Stadium, Joe
Montana's legendary comeback performance in the 1979 Cotton Bowl, Indiana State Police Sergeant
Tim McCarthy's public safety messages, and the team's storybook and inspirational 2012 season.
From singing the Notre Dame Fight Song at the Friday night pep rally at the Joyce Center to taking
in a game at historic Notre Dame Stadium, this guidebook covers all there is to Irish football, making
a must read for any fan.
  usc football uniform history: Biography Today Cherie D. Abbey, 2003-11 Biographical profiles
written especially for young readers ages 9 and above.
  usc football uniform history: The NFL's Official Encyclopedic History of Professional Football
National Football League Properties, inc. Creative Services Division, 1977
  usc football uniform history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave Blevins, 2011-12-23
In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the sport. The first
inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and Babe Ruth. Less
than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members. The Soccer Hall of
Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959, and the Football
Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees—players, teams, and behind the scenes
personnel—have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia is
a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major sports halls of
fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information, sport and
position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400 honorees.
The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.
  usc football uniform history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia David Blevins, 2012
Provides a comprehensive listing, including biographical information and statistics, of each athlete
inducted into one of the major sports halls of fame.
  usc football uniform history: Mark Rosen's Book of Minnesota Sports Lists Mark Rosen, Jim
Bruton, 2014-03-15 A compilation of rankings by broadcaster Mark Rosen that list bests, worsts, and
more from decades of Minnesota sports--
  usc football uniform history: Spartan Sports Encyclopedia Jack Seibold, 2003 The complete
history of Michigan State's men's athletics program is detailed for the first time, with vignettes
about seasons and celebrities and a complete review of scores and statistics.
  usc football uniform history: Historic Photos of USC Football , 2010-06-20 Nothing about
history pops off a page better than illustrative photos. And nothing can tell the story of the first
century of the Trojans better than the nearly 200 photos collected in Historic Photos of USC
Football. The slow but inexorable transformation from muddy, sloppy fields, leather helmets,
unprotected faces, and basic bleachers to modern turf, sophisticated head gear, sleek uniforms, and
gargantuan stadiums is clearly and impressively shown in these images. Marion Morrison before he
became John Wayne, the Trojans as they became the Thundering Herd, Coach Elmer Gloomy Gus”
Henderson actually smiling, the Trojans in derby hats in Chicago celebrating, and Turd the forgotten
mascot are all captured here through the camera’s eye. Whether it’s the drama of big games, the
gimmicky publicity photos of a bygone era, or the unrelenting demands of practice, the story of this
uniquely ambitious team is told here in gridiron detail.
  usc football uniform history: Policing Ireland’S Twisted History Inspector Alan M Wilson,
2011-11-23 Ireland has long been a country of conflict. More than 400 years ago, the occupying
English planted pre-Celtic Scots in the northern province of Ulster and divested the native Irish
Celts of the land their ancestors owned for 2,000 years. This created a deep-seated enmity between
the English and Irish, Protestant and Catholicand it finally exploded in the Troubles. Author Alan M.
Wilson was on the front lines for the bloodbath that tore Northern Ireland apart from the late 1960s



through the first years of the twenty-first century. Policing Irelands Twisted History reveals Wilsons
remarkable, true story of growing up in Belfast and serving in the Royal Ulster Constabulary as an
inspector and as a member of an elite anti-terrorism unit. Wilsons only goal was to help protect the
innocent on both sides. Unfortunately, he became a target himself. Brutally honest and unflinching,
Wilson traces his experiences serving Irelands divided society for nearly ten years. From watching
friends die to the tit-for-tat murders occurring on the streets to staring death in the eye more than
once, Wilson reveals the deep, gut-wrenching search for the meaning of it all in the midst of the
worlds longest-running terrorist situation. A firsthand look at the Northern Ireland conflict, Policing
Irelands Twisted History offers an eye-opening, intimate examination of this devastating struggle.
  usc football uniform history: California Kevin Starr, 2007-03-13 “A California classic . . .
California, it should be remembered, was very much the wild west, having to wait until 1850 before
it could force its way into statehood. so what tamed it? Mr. Starr’s answer is a combination of great
men, great ideas and great projects.”—The Economist From the age of exploration to the age of
Arnold, the Golden State’s premier historian distills the entire sweep of California’s history into one
splendid volume. Kevin Starr covers it all: Spain’s conquest of the native peoples of California in the
early sixteenth century and the chain of missions that helped that country exert control over the
upper part of the territory; the discovery of gold in January 1848; the incredible wealth of the Big
Four railroad tycoons; the devastating San Francisco earthquake of 1906; the emergence of
Hollywood as the world’s entertainment capital and of Silicon Valley as the center of high-tech
research and development; the role of labor, both organized and migrant, in key industries from
agriculture to aerospace. In a rapid-fire epic of discovery, innovation, catastrophe, and triumph,
Starr gathers together everything that is most important, most fascinating, and most revealing about
our greatest state. Praise for California “[A] fast-paced and wide-ranging history . . . [Starr]
accomplishes the feat with skill, grace and verve.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review “Kevin Starr is
one of california’s greatest historians, and California is an invaluable contribution to our state’s
record and lore.”—MarIa ShrIver, journalist and former First Lady of California “A breeze to
read.”—San Francisco
  usc football uniform history: Orange Coast Magazine , 1992-03 Orange Coast Magazine is the
oldest continuously published lifestyle magazine in the region, bringing together Orange County¹s
most affluent coastal communities through smart, fun, and timely editorial content, as well as
compelling photographs and design. Each issue features an award-winning blend of celebrity and
newsmaker profiles, service journalism, and authoritative articles on dining, fashion, home design,
and travel. As Orange County¹s only paid subscription lifestyle magazine with circulation figures
guaranteed by the Audit Bureau of Circulation, Orange Coast is the definitive guidebook into the
county¹s luxe lifestyle.
  usc football uniform history: Five Laterals and a Trombone Tyler Bridges, 2022-11-15 In
conjunction with the 40th anniversary of The Play—a thrilling and nuanced chronicle of college
football's most unforgettable ending The wildest finish ever to a college football game occurred
when five laterals on the final kickoff ended with a sprint through the opposing team's marching
band—prematurely in celebration on the field—for the winning touchdown. It was 21 seconds of
action so unfathomable it has become known simply as The Play. Five Laterals and a Trombone
captures the madcap story as it developed in November 1982, tracing the ups and downs, mood
swings and hijinks surrounding the 85th Big Game between the University of California at Berkeley
and Stanford University. Journalist Tyler Bridges has deftly reconstructed the pivotal moments and
resulting lore thanks to hundreds of interviews with all the key figures on both sides of the rivalry,
including players, coaches, referees, and stadium personnel. Among the memorable characters are
Stanford star quarterback John Elway, Cal linebacker Ron Rivera, the final lateral receiver Kevin
Moen, and the immortalized Cardinal trombone player Gary Tyrrell. The Play was not televised live.
There was no instant replay—let alone a viral video. In 1982, Steve Wozniak and Steve Jobs, who had
founded Apple Computer Company in a garage only 10 miles from the Stanford campus, were just
developing the first personal computers. It took hours for news of the rivalry game's outcome to



spread across the country, yet football fans would remain enthralled by the bizarre sequence for
decades to come. Readers will be transported onto the field and inside the huddle in this definitive
history of college football's ultimate oddity.
  usc football uniform history: Women in World History Anne Commire, Deborah Klezmer, 1999
Presents biographical profiles of significant women from throughout the history of the world, each
with birth and death dates when known, a time line, quotation, and references; arranged
alphabetically from Maa-Mei.
  usc football uniform history: USC Trojans Alexander Lowe, 2019-08-01 Did you know that
the USC Trojans won their first national title in 1931? The Trojans have won seven national
championships and more than 800 games. Learn more about this college team’s history, traditions,
uniforms, team records, coaches, and legendary players in USC Trojans, part of the Inside College
Football series.
  usc football uniform history: Kansas Baseball Michael J. Travis, 2025-03-04 Baseball has
long been synonymous with Kansas. Go back to the late 1800s and the birth of Walter Johnson and
George Sweatt, Humboldt kids who played baseball at the highest level but in different leagues due
to racism. Learn about the sixteen-year-old signed by the Kansas City Athletics, who left the
University of Kansas campus to play his first game at Municipal Stadium the next day. Read about
pioneers in the game named Joyce, Katie and Alex, determined and talented women who are part of
our national pastime. Author Michael Travis shares his love for the game, rounding the bases from
its beginnings in Wichita with League 42 to the Major Leagues.
  usc football uniform history: Dandy Dons James W. Johnson, 2009 In the mid-1950s three
unrecruited black basketball players, coached by a white former prison guard who had never before
coached a college team, led a small Jesuit university in San Francisco to two national titles. The
Dandy Dons describes for the first time how the unprecedented accomplishment of the Dons, led by
coach Phil Woolpert and future hall-of-famers Bill Russell and K. C. Jones, paved the way for black
talent in major college basketball and transformed the sport. James W. Johnson traces the
backgrounds of the coach and players, chronicles the heart-stopping games on the road to the
championships, and details the Dons’ novel techniques: a more vertical game, more central defense,
and intimidation as part of game strategy. He also gives a textured picture of life on an integrated
basketball team amid a culture of racism and Jim Crow in mid-twentieth-century America.
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