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The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union: A Journey Through History

the rise and fall of the soviet union is a captivating story that shaped much of the 20th century’s
geopolitical landscape. From its inception after the Russian Revolution to its dramatic collapse in
1991, the Soviet Union’s trajectory is marked by ideological fervor, political upheaval, economic
challenges, and global rivalry. Understanding this complex history not only offers insight into one of
the most powerful states of its time but also sheds light on the forces that continue to influence
international relations today.

The Birth of the Soviet Union: Revolution and Ideology

The Soviet Union, officially known as the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), emerged from
the chaos of World War I and the Russian Revolution of 1917. The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin,
overthrew the provisional government in the October Revolution, aiming to build a communist state
based on Marxist-Leninist principles.

The Russian Revolution and the Rise of Communism

The fall of the Romanov monarchy left Russia in turmoil. The discontent fueled by war losses,
economic hardship, and social inequality made fertile ground for revolutionary ideas. Lenin and the
Bolsheviks promised “peace, land, and bread,” rallying workers and peasants to their cause. The
civil war that followed pitted the Red Army against anti-Bolshevik forces, known as the Whites, and
ultimately solidified Bolshevik control.

Formation of the USSR and Early Policies

In 1922, the Soviet Union was officially established, uniting Russia with several neighboring
republics under a centralized communist government. Lenin introduced policies like War
Communism to sustain the revolution, followed by the New Economic Policy (NEP), which
temporarily relaxed state control to revive the economy. These early years were critical in laying the
foundation for the Soviet state but also set the stage for future challenges.

The Soviet Union's Expansion and Superpower Status

After Lenin's death in 1924, Joseph Stalin rose to power and transformed the Soviet Union into a
formidable industrial and military power. His aggressive policies and authoritarian rule dramatically
altered the country’s course.



Industrialization and Collectivization

Stalin's Five-Year Plans focused on rapid industrial growth and collectivization of agriculture. While
the Soviet Union made impressive strides in heavy industry and infrastructure, the human cost was
staggering. Forced collectivization led to widespread famine, notably the Holodomor in Ukraine, and
millions perished in purges and labor camps.

World War II and Soviet Influence

The Great Patriotic War, as World War II is known in Russia, was a defining moment. Despite initial
setbacks, the Soviet Union played a crucial role in defeating Nazi Germany. Post-war, the USSR
expanded its influence across Eastern Europe, establishing satellite states and spreading communist
ideology, which marked the beginning of the Cold War.

The Cold War Era: Height of Soviet Power and Tensions

The rise and fall of the soviet union cannot be discussed without acknowledging the Cold War—a
period of intense rivalry between the USSR and the United States that shaped global politics for
nearly half a century.

Military Buildup and Space Race

Both superpowers engaged in an arms race, amassing nuclear weapons and conventional forces. The
Soviet Union’s launch of Sputnik in 1957 marked the beginning of the space race, demonstrating
technological prowess and ideological competition.

Domestic Challenges and Stagnation

Despite its global stature, the Soviet economy began showing signs of strain by the 1970s.
Centralized planning led to inefficiencies, shortages, and lack of innovation. Political repression
continued under leaders like Brezhnev, but dissent simmered beneath the surface, with intellectuals
and dissidents pushing for reform.

The Decline and Collapse of the Soviet Union

The final chapter in the Soviet story unfolded rapidly during the 1980s, culminating in the
dissolution of the USSR in 1991.



Gorbachev’s Reforms: Perestroika and Glasnost

Mikhail Gorbachev, who came to power in 1985, recognized the need for change. His policies of
perestroika (restructuring) aimed to revitalize the economy by introducing limited market
mechanisms, while glasnost (openness) encouraged transparency and freedom of expression. These
reforms, however, unleashed forces that the central government struggled to control.

The Rise of Nationalism and Political Unrest

As glasnost lifted the veil on government shortcomings, suppressed national identities and
grievances surfaced across the USSR’s diverse republics. Movements for independence gained
momentum in the Baltics, Caucasus, and other regions. Political power struggles intensified,
weakening the central authority.

The Final Collapse

By 1991, economic decline, political fragmentation, and popular unrest had reached a tipping point.
The failed August Coup by hardline communists accelerated events, leading to the declaration of
independence by multiple republics and the formal dissolution of the Soviet Union on December 26,
1991. The Russian Federation emerged as the USSR’s successor state, marking the end of an era.

Legacy and Lessons from the Soviet Experience

The rise and fall of the soviet union offers valuable insights into the complexities of governance,
ideology, and economic management. It serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
authoritarianism and centralized control but also highlights the resilience and aspirations of its
people.

Understanding the Soviet Union’s history helps explain current geopolitical tensions, especially in
Eastern Europe and Central Asia. It also reminds us that rapid ideological shifts, economic
challenges, and demands for political freedom can dramatically reshape nations.

The story of the Soviet Union remains a powerful chapter in world history, inviting reflection on how
societies balance power, progress, and human rights in an ever-changing global landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main factors that led to the rise of the Soviet
Union?
The rise of the Soviet Union was driven by the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, which overthrew the



Russian monarchy, followed by the establishment of a communist state under Lenin. Factors such as
the promise of equality, the appeal of Marxist ideology, the civil war victory, and the subsequent
industrialization under Stalin contributed to its consolidation and rise as a superpower.

How did World War II impact the Soviet Union’s global
standing?
World War II significantly enhanced the Soviet Union’s global standing as it emerged as one of the
two superpowers alongside the United States. The USSR's pivotal role in defeating Nazi Germany,
massive territorial gains in Eastern Europe, and establishment of satellite states expanded its
influence and led to the Cold War era.

What economic challenges contributed to the fall of the Soviet
Union?
The Soviet Union faced severe economic stagnation in the 1970s and 1980s due to inefficient central
planning, lack of innovation, heavy military expenditure, and declining productivity. These issues led
to shortages, low living standards, and inability to compete with Western economies, which
weakened the state and contributed to its eventual collapse.

How did Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies influence the decline of
the Soviet Union?
Mikhail Gorbachev introduced reforms such as Perestroika (economic restructuring) and Glasnost
(political openness) in the 1980s to revive the Soviet system. However, these policies unintentionally
accelerated the decline by exposing systemic problems, encouraging political dissent, and loosening
central control, which ultimately facilitated the dissolution of the USSR in 1991.

What role did nationalism and independence movements play
in the fall of the Soviet Union?
Nationalism and independence movements in Soviet republics significantly contributed to the
USSR's collapse. As central control weakened under Gorbachev’s reforms, republics like the Baltic
states, Ukraine, and others pushed for sovereignty and independence, undermining the unity of the
Soviet Union and leading to its fragmentation.

What was the significance of the Soviet Union’s dissolution in
1991?
The dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of the Cold War and the collapse of a
major communist superpower. It resulted in the independence of 15 republics, a major geopolitical
shift, the emergence of the United States as the sole superpower, and significant political, economic,
and social transformations in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.



Additional Resources
The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union: An Analytical Review

the rise and fall of the soviet union stands as one of the most significant geopolitical events of
the 20th century. Emerging from the ashes of the Russian Empire during the turmoil of World War I
and the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, the Soviet Union rapidly transformed into a superpower that
shaped global politics, economics, and ideology for much of the century. Yet, after decades of
dominance, this colossal state disintegrated suddenly in 1991, leaving behind a complex legacy of
achievements, contradictions, and lessons. This article delves into the intricate historical trajectory
of the Soviet Union, examining its origins, development, peak influence, and eventual dissolution
through a nuanced, investigative lens.

Origins and Early Expansion: The Birth of a Socialist
State

The Soviet Union was officially established in 1922, following the victorious Bolshevik Revolution of
1917 and the subsequent civil war. Rooted in Marxist-Leninist ideology, the new state sought to
create a classless society governed by the proletariat. Under Vladimir Lenin’s leadership, the union
initially focused on consolidating power, nationalizing industries, and redistributing land. The early
years were marked by extreme challenges, including economic hardship, famine, and political
repression, but also by significant reforms that laid the foundation for a centralized planned
economy.

Stalin’s rise to power in the late 1920s marked a turning point. His policies of rapid industrialization
and collectivization sought to transform the Soviet Union into a modern industrial powerhouse. The
Five-Year Plans dramatically altered the economic landscape, emphasizing heavy industry, military
production, and infrastructure development. While these efforts propelled the USSR into the ranks
of global industrial powers, they came at a grave human cost: widespread famine, forced labor
camps, and political purges.

The Soviet Union’s Role in World War II and the Postwar Era

The Second World War was a defining moment for the Soviet Union. After initially signing the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact with Nazi Germany, the USSR was thrust into the conflict following
Germany’s invasion in 1941. The Soviet war effort was colossal and brutal, resulting in
approximately 27 million Soviet deaths—a staggering loss that shaped collective memory and
national identity.

Following the war, the Soviet Union emerged as one of the two dominant superpowers alongside the
United States. The geopolitical rivalry between these two nations gave rise to the Cold War, a period
characterized by ideological confrontation, arms races, and proxy wars. The USSR expanded its
influence across Eastern Europe, establishing satellite states and promoting communist regimes,
thereby cementing its position as a global power.



Economic and Political Dynamics at the Height of
Soviet Power

By the mid-20th century, the Soviet Union had developed a distinctive economic model based on
state ownership and centralized planning. This system achieved notable successes, such as rapid
industrial growth, universal education, and advances in science and technology—including the
historic launch of Sputnik in 1957, marking the beginning of the space race.

However, the Soviet economy also faced chronic inefficiencies. Central planning often led to
resource misallocation, lack of innovation, and shortages of consumer goods. The agricultural sector
struggled despite collectivization efforts, resulting in periodic food crises. Politically, the Communist
Party maintained strict control over society, suppressing dissent and restricting freedoms, which
contributed to stagnation and public dissatisfaction over time.

Social and Cultural Impact of Soviet Governance

The Soviet Union’s social policies aimed to create a new socialist citizenry. Education and healthcare
were accessible to all, fostering high literacy rates and improved public health indicators compared
to many contemporaneous nations. Women gained formal equality and participation in the
workforce.

Nevertheless, cultural expression was often tightly regulated, with censorship and propaganda
shaping public discourse. The tension between ideological conformity and the population’s diverse
ethnic and social backgrounds presented ongoing challenges. While many citizens embraced Soviet
ideals, others chafed under authoritarian rule, sowing seeds for future unrest.

Factors Leading to the Decline and Collapse of the
Soviet Union

The rise and fall of the soviet union is inseparable from the internal and external pressures that
mounted in the 1970s and 1980s. Several interconnected factors contributed to the eventual
dissolution of this superpower.

Economic Stagnation and Reform Attempts

By the 1970s, the Soviet economy was showing signs of stagnation. Growth rates slowed,
technological innovation lagged behind the West, and bureaucratic inefficiencies undermined
productivity. Attempts at reform were inconsistent and often counterproductive.

Mikhail Gorbachev’s ascent to power in 1985 marked a critical juncture. His policies of Perestroika
(restructuring) aimed to revitalize the economy by introducing limited market mechanisms and
reducing central control. Simultaneously, Glasnost (openness) sought to increase transparency and
freedom of expression. While these reforms generated hope, they also unleashed forces that the



Communist Party could no longer control, exposing systemic flaws and fueling nationalist
movements within the union’s diverse republics.

Political Instability and Nationalism

The loosening of authoritarian controls under Glasnost enabled suppressed ethnic and regional
grievances to surface. Nationalist movements gained momentum in republics such as the Baltic
states, Ukraine, and Georgia, demanding greater autonomy or outright independence.

This political fragmentation was exacerbated by the failed August 1991 coup attempt, in which
hardline Communist officials tried to reverse Gorbachev’s reforms. The coup’s collapse discredited
the Communist Party and accelerated the disintegration process. By December 1991, the Soviet
Union formally ceased to exist, replaced by 15 independent states, with Russia as the successor
entity.

Legacy and Global Impact of the Soviet Union’s
Trajectory

The rise and fall of the soviet union left an indelible mark on world history. Its legacy is multifaceted,
influencing political thought, international relations, and domestic policies across numerous
countries.

Geopolitical Shifts: The end of the Soviet Union reshaped global power dynamics, ending the
bipolar Cold War era and leading to U.S. predominance in international affairs.

Economic Lessons: The Soviet experience highlighted the challenges of centralized economic
planning and the difficulties of transitioning to market economies, lessons that continue to
inform economic policy debates.

Cultural and Social Influence: Soviet achievements in science, education, and arts continue
to be recognized, even as its repressive aspects remain subjects of critical examination.

Post-Soviet Transitions: The newly independent states faced complex paths toward
democracy, economic development, and national identity, with varying degrees of success and
ongoing challenges.

Examining the rise and fall of the soviet union offers important insights into the dynamics of power,
ideology, and societal transformation. It underscores how monumental political projects can be both
visionary and vulnerable, shaped by leadership, economic realities, and the aspirations of diverse
populations. As the world continues to grapple with the legacies of the 20th century, the Soviet
Union’s story remains a critical chapter in understanding modern history.



The Rise And Fall Of The Soviet Union

  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Martin Mccauley,
2014-01-14 'An expert in probing mafia-type relationships in present-day Russia, Martin McCauley
here offers a vigorously written scrutiny of Soviet politics and society since the days of Lenin and
Stalin.' John Keep, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto. The birth of the Soviet Union surprised
many; its demise amazed the whole world. How did imperial Russia give way to the Soviet Union in
1917, and why did the USSR collapse so quickly in 1991? Marxism promised paradise on earth, but
the Communist Party never had true power, instead allowing Lenin and Stalin to become dictators
who ruled in its name. The failure of the planned economy to live up to expectations led to a boom in
the unplanned economy, in particular the black market. In turn, this led to the growth of organised
crime and corruption within the government. The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union examines the
strengths, weaknesses, and contradictions of the first Marxist state, and reassesses the role of
power, authority and legitimacy in Soviet politics. Including first-person accounts, anecdotes,
illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key concepts, McCauley provides a seminal history of
twentieth-century Russia.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Richard
Sakwa, 2005-08-17 Through sources and documents, The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union by
Richard Sakwa places the Soviet experience in historical and comparative context. The author
introduces each source in this volume fully and provides commentary and analysis. Using
eye-witness accounts, official documents and new materials which have just come to light, Richard
Sakwa gives an historical overview of the Soviet Union from the revolution of 1906 to the fall of the
regime.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union, 1917-1991
Richard Sakwa, 1999
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Michael Kort, 1992
A history of the Soviet Union which begins with the conditions leading up to the revolution of 1917
and concludes with the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Parts 1 & 2 ,
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Laurie Stoff,
2005-08-01
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Encyclodedia of Christianity, Vol. 5 Erwin
Fahlbusch, Geoffrey William Bromiley, 1999 Written by leading scholars from around the world, the
articles in this volume range from sin, Sufism and terrorism to theology in the 19th and 20th
centuries, Vatican I and II and the virgin birth.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise And Fall Of The Soviet Union Ted Gottfried,
2004-01
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the USSR Mike Donovan,
2019-11-14 This is a short, first edition of a book that will be sure to grow. Part I is a series of pieces
about Soviet History, and Part II is called Responses to Soviet Propaganda, which I wrote in 1988,
just before the fall of Communism. This is not yet a comprehensive history of the Soviet Union, but
future editions may change that picture. I am a stand-up comedian and a life-long student of the
USSR.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union, 1917-1991
Richard Sakwa, 1999
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Empire Dmitriĭ
Antonovich Volkogonov, 1998 Following his great trilogy of biographies of the giants who dominated
the history of the Soviet Union - Stalin (1991), Lenin (1994) and Trotsky (1996) - Dmitri Volkogonov
delves deeper into the Soviet archives to produce new character evaluations and political
assessments of the seven leaders who ruled the Soviet Union from 1917 to 1991. A former general in
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the Soviet Army's propaganda department, Director of the Institute for Military History, and Defence
Adviser to President Yeltsin from 1991 to his death from cancer in December 1995, Dmitri
Volkogonov had unrivalled access to Soviet military archives, Communist Party documents and
secret presidential files. Basing his new book on these inside sources, he has continued his
pioneering work of revealing the truth behind the activities of the world's most secretive political
leaders. He throws new light on: Lenin's paranoia about foreigners in Russia; his creation of a
privileged system for top Party members; Stalin's repression of the nationalities and his singular
conduct of foreign policy; the origins and conduct of the Korean War; Khrushchev's relationship with
the odious secret service chief Beria; Brezhnev's vanity and stupidity; the Afghan War; Poland and
Solidarity; Soviet bureaucracy; Gorbachev's Leninism and role in history.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the The Soviet Economy Philip
Hanson, 2014-09-11 Why did the Soviet economic system fall apart? Did the economy simply
overreach itself through military spending? Was it the centrally-planned character of Soviet
socialism that was at fault? Or did a potentially viable mechanism come apart in Gorbachev's clumsy
hands? Does its failure mean that true socialism is never economically viable? The economic
dimension is at the very heart of the Russian story in the twentieth century. Economic issues were
the cornerstone of soviet ideology and the soviet system, and economic issues brought the whole
system crashing down in 1989-91. This book is a record of what happened, and it is also an analysis
of the failure of Soviet economics as a concept.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Economy Philip Hanson,
2003 Combining skilful economic, political and social analysis, this text provides a fascinating
insight into the decline of the Soviet Union.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of Communism in Russia Robert V.
Daniels, 2008-10-01 Distinguished historian of the Soviet period Robert V. Daniels offers a
penetrating survey of the evolution of the Soviet system and its ideology. In a tightly woven series of
analyses written during his career-long inquiry into the Soviet Union, Daniels explores the Soviet
experience from Karl Marx to Boris Yeltsin and shows how key ideological notions were altered as
Soviet history unfolded. The book exposes a long history of American misunderstanding of the Soviet
Union, leading up to the grand surprise of its collapse in 1991. Daniels's perspective is always
original, and his assessments, some worked out years ago, are strikingly prescient in the light of
post-1991 archival revelations. Soviet Communism evolved and decayed over the decades, Daniels
argues, through a prolonged revolutionary process, combined with the challenges of modernization
and the personal struggles between ideologues and power-grabbers.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: History Alive!: The rise and fall of the Soviet Union
Teachers' Curriculum Institute, 1996
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: Why Did the Soviet Union Collapse? Robert Strayer,
1998-05-18 Taking the Soviet collapse - the most cataclysmic event of the recent past - as a case
study, this text engages students in the exercise of historical analysis, interpretation and
explanation. In exploring the question posed by the title, the author introduces and applies such
organizing concepts as great power conflict, imperial decline, revolution, ethnic conflict, colonialism,
economic development, totalitarian ideology, and transition to democracy in a most accessible way.
Questions and controversies, and extracts from documentary and literary sources, anchor the text at
key points. This book is intended for use in history and political science courses on the Soviet Union
or more generally on the 20th century.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Abraham J.
Edelheit, Hershel Edelheit, 1992-09-15 The collapse of the Soviet Union and its replacement by the
Commonwealth of Independent States has renewed interest in Russian and Soviet history. Yet, the
plethora of materials has created the need for basic references that will add background and
in-depth analysis that are lacking in many journalistic reports. This selected bibliography includes
the best currently available works on Sovietology in the English language. The citations include
books, pamphlets, and a selection of articles culled from scholarly periodicals. A selection of



reference books, a glossary, and author/title and subject indexes round out this guide to the
literature on the tumultuous seventy-four history of the Soviet Union. With its inclusion of works on
ideology, literature, science, education, and ethic groups as well as history and political
developments, this volume is indispensible for all involved with Soviet Studies.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Epic Epoch,
2025-04-29 The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union by Epic Epoch (Disclaimer: This is an original work
of historical non-fiction by Epic Epoch.) How did the world’s largest country collapse without a
single bomb dropped? This is the gripping story of the USSR—from Lenin’s revolution to Stalin’s
terror, Khrushchev’s promises, and Gorbachev’s unraveling. Learn how idealism met corruption, and
how the Cold War ended without war at all. “We can’t predict the future. But we can preserve the
past.” – Mikhail Gorbachev Step into the factories, gulags, and summits that shaped modern
geopolitics—and see how the Soviet dream turned into a bureaucratic nightmare. P.S. Whether you
lived through the Cold War or only heard stories—this is the book that connects the dots. Why
Choose Us, Epic Epoch? • Epic History. Told Simply. • Bold, vivid, cinematic storytelling • Clear,
concise, and never boring • Real takeaways. Real history. (Disclaimer Once Again: This is an original
book written and published by Epic Epoch. It is not a summary or affiliated with any other work.)
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: USSR A J Kingston, 2023-05-25 Discover the captivating
story of the Soviet Union with our book bundle USSR: 1917-1991: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet
Union. Immerse yourself in the dramatic events, ideologies, and personalities that shaped one of the
most significant political entities of the 20th century. This comprehensive collection takes you on an
insightful journey through the key periods and transformative moments in Soviet history. Book 1:
Building the Socialist State: Industrialization and Collectivization in the USSR (1921-1932) explores
the early years of the Soviet Union, a time of immense ambition and radical transformation. Dive
into the efforts to industrialize a vast nation and witness the controversial implementation of
collectivization, as the Soviet Union strives to build a socialist society. In Book 2: Cold War
Chronicles: The USSR and the United States in the Nuclear Age (1945-1962), experience the intense
rivalry and global tensions that defined the Cold War era. Uncover the intricate dynamics between
the Soviet Union and the United States as they engaged in a high-stakes ideological struggle,
nuclear arms race, and proxy conflicts. Book 3: Thawing the Iron Curtain: The Soviet Union's Era of
Destalinization and Khrushchev's Reforms (1953-1964) takes you through a period of significant
change within the Soviet Union. Witness the de-Stalinization campaign led by Nikita Khrushchev and
the subsequent thawing of political and cultural restrictions, challenging the status quo and setting
the stage for a new era. Finally, in Book 4: Perestroika and the Collapse of the Soviet Empire:
Gorbachev's Reforms and the End of the USSR (1985-1991), witness the remarkable rise of Mikhail
Gorbachev and his ambitious reform agenda. Explore the profound changes brought about by
perestroika and glasnost, and the subsequent unraveling of the Soviet Union that marked the end of
an era. This book bundle provides a comprehensive and engaging exploration of the Soviet Union's
history, taking you on a journey through its rise, its role on the global stage, and its eventual
collapse. It delves into the grand ambitions, ideological struggles, and human stories that shaped
this complex and enigmatic nation. Whether you are a history enthusiast, a student of political
science, or simply curious about the fascinating story of the Soviet Union, this book bundle is an
invaluable resource. Gain a deeper understanding of the political, social, and cultural forces that
shaped the Soviet Union and its impact on the world. Don't miss this opportunity to immerse
yourself in the captivating story of the Soviet Union. Order the USSR: 1917-1991: The Rise and Fall
of the Soviet Union book bundle today and embark on an unforgettable journey through one of the
most compelling chapters in modern history.
  the rise and fall of the soviet union: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union John R. Matthews,
2000 Discusses the history of the Soviet Union, from the revolution of 1917, through the Lenin and
Stalin eras and the rule of such leaders as Khrushchev, Brezhnev, and Gorbachev, up to the formal
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.
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