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Structure and Change in Economic History

structure and change in economic history form the backbone of understanding
how societies have evolved over centuries. From ancient barter systems to
modern globalized markets, the economic fabric of human civilization is a
complex tapestry woven with patterns of transformation and continuity.
Exploring this dynamic interplay offers fascinating insights into why
economies grow, collapse, or reinvent themselves in response to technological
innovations, social upheavals, and political shifts.

The Foundations of Economic Structure

Economic history is deeply rooted in the structure of societies—how
production, distribution, and consumption are organized. The structure
reflects the prevailing modes of economic activity and the institutions that
govern them. Traditionally, these structures can be broadly categorized into
three main types: agrarian, industrial, and post-industrial economies.

Agrarian Economies: The Original Framework

For most of human history, economies were predominantly agrarian. The primary
economic activity centered around farming, animal husbandry, and resource
extraction. Land ownership and control over natural resources shaped the
social and economic hierarchies. Wealth was largely measured by landholdings
and agricultural output.

The economic structure in agrarian societies was relatively rigid, with
limited social mobility. Trade was often local or regional, relying on barter
or rudimentary currency systems. This setup remained stable for centuries
until the pressures of population growth, urbanization, and technological
progress began to challenge the status quo.

The Industrial Revolution and Structural
Transformation

The industrial revolution marked one of the most profound structural changes
in economic history. Starting in the late 18th century, new technologies
transformed production methods. Factories replaced workshops, mechanization
increased output, and energy sources shifted from human and animal labor to
steam and coal.

This change catalyzed the rise of the industrial economy, characterized by
mass production, urbanization, and new social classes such as the industrial
bourgeoisie and the working class. Economic activities diversified beyond
agriculture, and the market economy expanded dramatically.

The shift also introduced new institutions like banks, stock exchanges, and



corporations, which structured economic interactions in unprecedented ways.
It laid the groundwork for capitalism as we understand it today and set the
stage for further innovations in transportation, communication, and finance.

Drivers of Economic Change Throughout History

Understanding the forces behind economic change helps explain why economic
structures evolve. These drivers often intertwine, creating feedback loops
that accelerate transformation.

Technological Innovation

Technological advancements have been the engine of economic change. From the
invention of the plow to the steam engine, and later to the digital
revolution, each wave of innovation disrupts existing economic arrangements.

For example, the introduction of the assembly line by Henry Ford
revolutionized manufacturing by dramatically increasing efficiency and
lowering costs. Similarly, the rise of the internet reshaped commerce and
communication, leading to the emergence of a knowledge-based economy.

Institutional and Policy Changes

Economic structures are heavily influenced by the institutions and policies
that regulate markets and property rights. Changes in laws, governance, and
economic policies can either facilitate or hinder economic transformation.

The abolition of feudal privileges and the establishment of legal frameworks
protecting private property were critical in enabling capitalist economies to
flourish. Similarly, the introduction of regulatory bodies and social welfare
policies in the 20th century helped stabilize industrial economies during
periods of crisis.

Social and Cultural Factors

Economic change is not purely mechanical; it is deeply embedded in social and
cultural contexts. Shifts in societal wvalues, labor relations, and
demographic trends shape economic outcomes.

For instance, the growing demand for labor rights and fair wages influenced
the structure of industrial economies by prompting the rise of unions and
labor laws. Migration patterns also affect labor markets and economic growth,
as seen with rural-to-urban migration during industrialization.

Case Studies: Structure and Change in Economic
History



Examining specific historical examples highlights how economic structures
adapt to changing circumstances.

The Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism

The transition from feudal economies, dominated by land-based hierarchies, to
capitalist market economies was gradual and complex. It involved the decline
of serfdom, the enclosure movement in England, and the expansion of trade
networks.

This structural change resulted in the emergence of a market-oriented
society, where labor became a commodity, and capital accumulation drove
economic growth. It also set in motion global colonial expansion, integrating
disparate regions into a world economic system.

The Post—-World War II Economic Boom

After World War II, many Western economies experienced rapid growth, often
called the "Golden Age of Capitalism." This period was marked by structural
changes such as increased industrial productivity, technological diffusion,
and the expansion of consumer markets.

Governments played an active role in shaping economic structures through
Keynesian policies, welfare programs, and infrastructure investments. The era
also saw the rise of multinational corporations and the beginnings of
globalization, which reshaped economic interactions worldwide.

The Digital Revolution and the Knowledge Economy

In recent decades, the shift toward information technology and digitalization
has transformed economic structures once again. The knowledge economy
emphasizes intangible assets like intellectual property, human capital, and
innovation.

This change affects labor markets, with increased demand for skilled workers
and automation of routine tasks. It also challenges traditional industries
and requires new regulatory frameworks to address issues like data privacy
and digital monopolies.

Implications for Understanding Modern Economies

Studying structure and change in economic history is not just an academic
exercise; it offers practical insights into contemporary economic challenges.

Recognizing that economic structures are fluid helps policymakers anticipate
and manage transitions. For example, the ongoing move toward sustainable
economies demands structural shifts in energy production, consumption
patterns, and regulatory approaches.

Moreover, understanding past economic transformations highlights the
importance of innovation, institutions, and social adaptation in driving



growth and resilience. It reminds us that economic crises are often catalysts
for change, opening opportunities for rethinking and restructuring economies
in more inclusive and sustainable ways.

In a world of rapid technological and geopolitical shifts, the lessons
embedded in economic history provide a valuable framework for navigating the
future. Observing the patterns of structure and change encourages a holistic
perspective, balancing continuity with innovation to foster economic systems
that serve broader societal goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'structure' in economic history?

In economic history, 'structure' refers to the underlying organization and
arrangement of an economy, including the distribution of industries, labor,
capital, and institutions that determine how economic activities are
conducted.

How does economic structure influence economic
change?

Economic structure shapes the patterns of production, consumption, and trade,
which in turn influence how economies evolve. Changes in structure, such as

industrialization or shifts from agriculture to services, drive economic
development and transformation.

What are some key factors that drive structural
change in economies?

Key factors include technological innovation, changes in consumer
preferences, shifts in resource availability, policy reforms, globalization,
and demographic changes, all of which can alter the economic structure over
time.

How did the Industrial Revolution impact economic
structure?

The Industrial Revolution fundamentally transformed economic structure by
shifting economies from agrarian-based systems to industrial manufacturing,
increasing urbanization, and introducing new technologies that boosted
productivity and economic growth.

What role does technology play in economic structural
change?
Technology drives structural change by enabling new methods of production,

creating new industries, improving efficiency, and often rendering old
industries obsolete, thereby reshaping the economic landscape.



Can economic structures revert to previous forms or
are changes typically permanent?

While some aspects of economic structure can revert or adapt due to crises or
policy shifts, structural changes are often long-term and cumulative,
reflecting deep transformations in technology, institutions, and societal
needs.

How does globalization affect economic structure and
change?

Globalization influences economic structure by integrating markets,
increasing competition, encouraging specialization, and facilitating the
spread of technology and capital, which can accelerate structural change and
economic development.

What is the relationship between economic
institutions and structural change?

Economic institutions, such as property rights, legal systems, and financial
markets, provide the framework within which economic activity occurs and can
either enable or constrain structural change depending on their adaptability
and effectiveness.

How has the shift from manufacturing to service
economies exemplified structural change?

Many advanced economies have experienced a shift from manufacturing-based
industries to service-oriented sectors, reflecting changes in consumer
demand, technological progress, and globalization, which illustrate ongoing
structural transformation.

Why is understanding structural change important for
economic policy?

Understanding structural change helps policymakers design effective
strategies to manage transitions, promote sustainable growth, address
unemployment from sectoral shifts, and ensure that economic development
benefits society broadly.

Additional Resources

Structure and Change in Economic History: An Analytical Overview

structure and change in economic history represent fundamental lenses through
which economists, historians, and social scientists examine the evolution of
societies. Understanding how economic structures have transformed over
centuries reveals patterns of growth, stagnation, and decline, shaped by
technological innovations, institutional shifts, and global interactions.
This article explores the intricate interplay between economic frameworks and
their dynamic changes, emphasizing the causes, consequences, and theoretical
interpretations of these transformations.



Understanding Economic Structures: Foundations
and Frameworks

Economic structure refers to the arrangement and organization of an economy’s
productive activities, institutional frameworks, and resource allocations at
a given time. Historically, economic structures have been categorized broadly
into agrarian, industrial, and post-—-industrial phases, each defined by
dominant sectors, labor distributions, and technological capabilities. The
structure dictates how wealth is generated, distributed, and reinvested,
influencing social hierarchies and political power.

The agrarian economy, prevalent before the Industrial Revolution, was
characterized by subsistence farming, limited specialization, and low
productivity. Land ownership patterns, feudal systems, and limited market
integration defined this period. The subsequent industrial economy introduced
mechanization, urbanization, and factory-based production, radically altering
labor relations and capital accumulation. In modern times, the post-
industrial or service-based economy emphasizes information technology,
finance, and knowledge-intensive sectors, reflecting changing demands and
capabilities.

Key Features of Economic Structures in Historical
Context

e Sectoral Composition: The relative importance of agriculture,
manufacturing, and services in GDP and employment.

e Institutional Frameworks: Property rights, legal systems, and governance
models that regulate economic activity.

e Technological Base: Innovations and diffusion processes that enhance
productivity and create new industries.

e Labor and Capital Relations: The organization of work, class structures,
and capital investment patterns.

These elements are interdependent; a change in one often triggers adjustments
across the entire economic system.

The Dynamics of Change in Economic History

Economic change is neither linear nor uniform; it unfolds through complex
interactions between endogenous factors (such as technological innovation)
and exogenous shocks (such as wars or pandemics). The study of economic
history reveals recurring patterns of structural transformation driven by
multiple mechanisms.



Technological Innovation as a Catalyst

Technological progress stands as a primary engine of structural change. The
transition from handcraft to mechanized production during the Industrial
Revolution exemplifies how technological breakthroughs can disrupt existing
economic arrangements and create new opportunities.

For instance, the introduction of the steam engine in the late 18th century
facilitated mass production and transportation improvements, enabling
economies of scale and market expansion. Similarly, the digital revolution in
the late 20th century restructured labor markets, diminished the relative
importance of manufacturing, and elevated the role of services and
information.

Institutional and Policy Shifts

Economic structures are also shaped by institutional evolution. The
establishment of capitalist market economies, property rights enforcement,
and financial institutions have historically provided the foundation for
growth and innovation.

Significant changes in trade policies, labor laws, and monetary systems can
accelerate or hinder structural shifts. For example, the liberalization of
trade in the late 20th century enabled emerging economies to integrate into
global value chains, altering their economic composition substantially.

Globalization and Economic Convergence

The increasing interconnectedness of economies has led to both convergence
and divergence in economic structures worldwide. While some countries have
transitioned rapidly from agrarian to industrial and service-based economies,
others remain trapped in low-productivity sectors.

Globalization has facilitated technology transfer, capital flows, and market
access, but it has also exposed domestic economies to external shocks and
competitive pressures. This duality underscores the complex nature of
structural change in a globalized context.

Comparative Perspectives on Structural Change

Analyzing economic history across different regions reveals diverse pathways
of structural transformation influenced by unigque cultural, geographic, and
political factors.

Western Industrialization vs. Late Development

Western Europe and North America led early industrialization, benefiting from
favorable institutions, resource endowments, and colonial wealth. Their
economic structures evolved through well-documented phases: pre-industrial
agrarian societies to industrial powerhouses, followed by service-sector



dominance.

In contrast, late-developing countries such as those in East Asia or Latin
America exhibited different trajectories. East Asian economies, including
South Korea and Taiwan, leveraged export—-led industrialization and state
intervention to restructure rapidly, whereas many Latin American economies
faced challenges related to dependency, protectionism, and uneven growth.

Role of Demographic and Social Change

Population growth, urbanization, and changes in education levels
significantly influence economic structures. A growing, youthful population
can provide labor for expanding industries, but also requires adequate
infrastructural and institutional support.

The demographic transition often coincides with shifts from agrarian to
industrial economies, as seen in Europe during the 19th century and more
recently in parts of Asia.

Pros and Cons of Structural Economic Changes

e Pros: Enhanced productivity, technological advancement, higher living
standards, diversification of economic activities, and increased global
trade integration.

e Cons: Displacement of workers, regional inequalities, environmental
degradation, social unrest due to rapid change, and vulnerability to
external shocks.

These outcomes highlight the importance of managing structural change through
policies that promote inclusive growth and sustainable development.

Methodologies in Studying Economic Structure
and Change

Economic historians employ various quantitative and qualitative methods to
analyze structural shifts. Longitudinal data on GDP composition, employment
statistics, and trade flows provide empirical evidence of change over time.
Complementary approaches include institutional analysis, case studies, and
comparative history.

Advanced econometric models and computational techniques now enable
researchers to simulate structural transitions and assess policy impacts,
enriching the understanding of economic evolution.

The ongoing dialogue between theory and evidence continues to refine
perspectives on how economies transform and adapt, emphasizing the
contingency and complexity inherent in economic history.



Examining the structure and change in economic history is essential for
grasping the forces shaping contemporary economies. It sheds light on how
past transformations inform present challenges and opportunities, providing a
critical foundation for economic policymaking and future research.

Structure And Change In Economic History

structure and change in economic history: Structure and Change in Economic History
Douglass Cecil North, 1981 In this bold, sweeping study of the development of Western economies,
Douglass C. North sets forth a new view of societal change.

structure and change in economic history: Institutions, Institutional Change and
Economic Performance Douglass C. North, 1990-10-26 Continuing his groundbreaking analysis of
economic structures, Douglass North develops an analytical framework for explaining the ways in
which institutions and institutional change affect the performance of economies, both at a given time
and over time. Institutions exist, he argues, due to the uncertainties involved in human interaction;
they are the constraints devised to structure that interaction. Yet, institutions vary widely in their
consequences for economic performance; some economies develop institutions that produce growth
and development, while others develop institutions that produce stagnation. North first explores the
nature of institutions and explains the role of transaction and production costs in their development.
The second part of the book deals with institutional change. Institutions create the incentive
structure in an economy, and organisations will be created to take advantage of the opportunities
provided within a given institutional framework. North argues that the kinds of skills and knowledge
fostered by the structure of an economy will shape the direction of change and gradually alter the
institutional framework. He then explains how institutional development may lead to a
path-dependent pattern of development. In the final part of the book, North explains the implications
of this analysis for economic theory and economic history. He indicates how institutional analysis
must be incorporated into neo-classical theory and explores the potential for the construction of a
dynamic theory of long-term economic change. Douglass C. North is Director of the Center of
Political Economy and Professor of Economics and History at Washington University in St. Louis. He
is a past president of the Economic History Association and Western Economics Association and a
Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has written over sixty articles for a variety of
journals and is the author of The Rise of the Western World: A New Economic History (CUP, 1973,
with R.P. Thomas) and Structure and Change in Economic History (Norton, 1981). Professor North is
included in Great Economists Since Keynes edited by M. Blaug (CUP, 1988 paperback ed.)

structure and change in economic history: Manslaughter, Markets, and Moral Economy
Thomas M. Buoye, 2006-11-02 In this book, Thomas Buoye examines the impact of large-scale
economic change on social conflict in eighteenth-century China. He draws upon a large body of
actual, documented homicide cases originating in property disputes to recreate the social tensions of
rural China during the Qianlong reign (1736-1795). The development of property rights, a process
that had begun in the Ming dynasty, was accompanied by other changes that fostered disruption and
conflict, including an explosion in the population growth and the increasing strain on land and
resources, and increasing commercialization in agriculture. Buoye challenges the 'markets' and
'moral economy' theories of economic behaviour. Applying the theories of Douglass North for the
first time to this subject, he uses an institutional framework to explain seemingly irrational economic
choices. Buoye examines demographic and technological factors, ideology, and political and
economic institutions in rural China to understand the link between economic and social change.

structure and change in economic history: The New Institutionalist Economic History of
Douglass C. North Matthijs Krul, 2018-08-28 This book offers a comprehensive assessment of
Douglass North’s contribution to economics and the social sciences by examining the origins and
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structure of his New Institutionalist Economic History (NIEH). Informed by contemporary debates in
the philosophy of economics, Krul describes the evolution of North’s theory from mainstream
economics to an increasingly heterodox form of New Institutionalism. He also examines what
North's original aims were in developing the NIEH research programme and how well it has
achieved these aims. By exploring major themes in North's NIEH, with an emphasis on the final
stage of his theory, Krul sheds new light on the strengths and weaknesses of North's work. He also
discusses the implications of this critical interpretation for the New Institutionalism in economics
and other fields of social science.

structure and change in economic history: Canadian History: Beginnings to Confederation
Martin Brook Taylor, Doug Owram, 1994-01-01 In these two volumes, which replace the Reader's
Guide to Canadian History, experts provide a select and critical guide to historical writing about pre-
and post-Confederation Canada, with an emphasis on the most recent scholarship -- Cover.

structure and change in economic history: The Future of Economic History Alexander ].
Field, 2012-12-06 This collection represents a modest attempt to chart a new course for the
intellectual discipline known as economic history. (The book is not about productivity growth in the
1990s, lest the title give rise to any confusion.) As a group, these essays suggest new and potentially
fruitful areas or approaches for research and at the same time address weaknesses in past efforts.
One important audience will be graduate students attempting to decide whether to write a
dissertation in economic history, or trying to select or refine dissertation topics in the area, and
determine how to approach them. Some of the essays will most certainly be appropriate additions to
the or semester courses in economic history that remain a fixture in quarter graduate economics
training programs. A second audience should be established scholars who are now or have in the
past done research in economic history and are interested in the perspectives of a relatively younger
group of scholars. The term younger is used here advisedly to describe a group of scholars born
between 1943 and 1954. Nevertheless, the authors of these essays can on at least one dimension be
distinguished from the pathbreaking new economic his torians who established their academic
reputations in the early 1960s. Indeed, the contributors to this volume include students of such
pioneers as Richard Easterlin, Albert Fishlow, William Parker, and Jeffrey Williamson.

structure and change in economic history: A Concise Economic History of the World Rondo
E. Cameron, 1993 This classic book offers a broad sweep of economic history from prehistoric times
to the present, and explores the disparity of wealth among nations. Now in its fourth edition, A
Concise Economic History of the World includes expanded coverage of recent developments in the
European Union, transition economies, and East Asia.

structure and change in economic history: Selected Cliometric Studies on German
Economic History John Komlos, Scott McNeil Eddie, 1997 Wirtschaftsgeschichtliche Forschung
kann nur interdisziplin@r betrieben werden und ihre Aufgabe der Vertiefung unseres
Verst®ndnisses von sozio-€konomischen Prozessen und deren Interaktion mit politischen
Entwicklungen erfuellen, wenn €konomische Theorie vernuenftig angewendet wird. Zwei
amerikanische Wissenschaftler, Douglas North und Robert Fogel, wurden 1993 mit dem Nobelpreis
fuer Wirtschaftswissenschaften fuer ihre Pionierarbeit in Kliometrie, der Verbindung von €konomie
und Geschichte, ausgezeichnet. In Nordamerika ist der Paradigmenwechsel vollst@ndig vollzogen:
Kliometrie ist bereits eine €normale Wissenschaft®. Der vorliegende Band, vornehmlich von
amerikanischen Gelehrten mit wirtschaftswissenschaftlichem Sachverstand geschrieben, liefert der
deutschen akademischen Gemeinschaft wenig bekannte, jedoch bahnbrechende Artikel. .

structure and change in economic history: Structure and Change Robert Armstrong, 1984

structure and change in economic history: The Economic Theory of Structure and Change
Mauro Baranzini, Roberto Scazzieri, 1990 This wide-ranging 1991 inquiry into the general field of
structural economic analysis provides a thorough appraisal of the method of economic dynamics.

structure and change in economic history: Nutrition and Economic Development in the
Eighteenth-Century Habsburg Monarchy John Komlos, 2014-07-14 John Komlos examines the
industrial expansion of Austria from a fresh viewpoint and develops a new model for the industrial




revolution. By integrating recent advances in the study of human biology and nutrition as they relate
to physical stature, population growth, and levels of economic development, he reveals an intense
Malthusian crisis in the Habsburg lands during the second half of the eighteenth century. At that
time food shortages brought about by the accelerated population growth of the 1730s forced the
government to adopt a reform program that opened the way for the beginning of the industrial
revolution in Austria and in the Czech Crownlands. Comparing this Austrian model of economic
growth to the industrial revolution in Britain, Komlos argues that the model is general enough to
explain demographic and economic growth elsewhere in Europe--despite obvious regional
differences. The main feature of the model is the interplay between a persistent, even if small,
tendency to accumulate capital and a population with an underlying tendency to grow in numbers
while remaining subject to Malthusian checks, particularly a limited availability of food. According to
Komlos, modern economic growth in Europe began when the food constraint was finally lifted.
Originally published in 1989. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

structure and change in economic history: Handbook of European History, 1400-1600:
Structures and assertions Thomas A. Brady, Heiko Augustinus Oberman, James D. Tracy, 1996
Handbook of European History, 1400-1600: Late Middle Ages, Renaissance, and Reformation
gathers the best scholarship into an array of topical chapters that present current knowledge and
thinking in ways useful to specialists and accessible to students and educated nonspecialists.

structure and change in economic history: Water Governance for Sustainable Development
Sylvain Perret, Stefano Farolfi, Rashid Hassan, 2013-06-17 Good management of water resources -
universally identified as a key aspect of poverty reduction, agriculture and food security - has
proven, in practice, as difficult to achieve as it is eagerly sought. This book, edited and authored by
leading authorities on water resource management, examines the recent changes in governance,
institutions, economics and policies of water, covering developing, transitional and developed
countries, with special emphasis on southern African case studies. The book examines how water
policies, institutions and governance have shifted in recent years from supply-driven, quantitative,
centrally controlled management to more demand-sensitive, decentralized, participatory
approaches. Such a move often also implies cost recovery principles, resource allocation among
competing sectors, and privatization. The case studies demonstrate that the new policies and legal
frameworks have been difficult to implement and often fall short of initial expectations. Using an
accessible multidisciplinary approach that integrates economics, sociology, geography and policy
analysis, the book untangles the issues and presents best practices for policy- and decision-makers,
governments and regulators, NGOs and user groups, service providers, and researchers. The overall
aim is to show how good water governance structures can be developed and implemented for the
benefit of all.

structure and change in economic history: The Study of Economic History: Collected
Inaugural Lectures, 1893-1970 N. B. Harte, 1971 Published in the year 1975, Study of Economic
History is a valuable contribution to the field of Military and Strategic Studies.

structure and change in economic history: Information, Computer and Application
Engineering Hsiang-Chuan Liu, Wen-Pei Sung, Wenli Yao, 2018-06-12 This proceedings volume
brings together peer-reviewed papers presented at the International Conference on Information
Technology and Computer Application Engineering, held 10-11 December 2014, in Hong Kong,
China. Specific topics under consideration include Computational Intelligence, Computer Science
and its Applications, Intelligent Information Processing and Knowledge Engineering, Intelligent
Networks and Instruments, Multimedia Signal Processing and Analysis, Intelligent Computer-Aided
Design Systems and other related topics. This book provides readers a state-of-the-art survey of



recent innovations and research worldwide in Information Technology and Computer Application
Engineering, in so-doing furthering the development and growth of these research fields,
strengthening international academic cooperation and communication, and promoting the fruitful
exchange of research ideas. This volume will be of interest to professionals and academics alike,
serving as a broad overview of the latest advances in the dynamic field of Information Technology
and Computer Application Engineering.

structure and change in economic history: Understanding The Process Of Economic Change
Douglass C. North, 2006

structure and change in economic history: Economic history pamphlets , 1905

structure and change in economic history: The Economy As A Complex Evolving System Ii
W. Brian Arthur, Steven N. Durlauf, David A. Lane, 1997-10-05 This volume is a collection of articles
that shape and define a new view of the economy as an evolving complex system. This view is one of
the economy as emerging from the interactions of individual agents whose behavior constantly
evolves, whose strategies and actions are always adapting.

structure and change in economic history: Economics of Structural and Technological
Change Cristiano Antonelli, Nicola De Liso, 2002-09-11 Technology has long been seen as a path to
economic growth. However there is considerable debate about the exact nature of this relationship.
Economics of Structural and Technological Change employs a wide range of theoretical and applied
approaches to explore the concept of technological change. The book begins with a series of in-depth
discussions of the economic analysis of technological change. The second section contains a
discussion of theoretical models of technological change, focusing on issues such as time and
innovation. The third section brings together a number of applied analyses of technological change
and examines the effect of factors such as human resource constraints, patenting and science and
technology indicators.

structure and change in economic history: Initial Training for History Teachers Alois
Ecker, 2003-01-01 The Council of Europe's work on history teaching in secondary schools has three
main thrusts: curriculum development, textbooks and teaching materials, and teacher training,
which should take into account societal developments and the cultural needs of coming generations.
This pilot study is the first comparative study on the structures of initial training for history teachers
to be carried out in several European countries. Its aim is to provide information that will raise the
level of professionalism not only of history teaching, but also of teacher training.--Publisher's
description.
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