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Oxford History of Western Music College Edition: A Deep Dive into Musical Legacy

oxford history of western music college edition opens the door to an extensive exploration of
the vast and rich tapestry that is Western music. For students, educators, and music enthusiasts
alike, this edition serves as a cornerstone resource, meticulously documenting the evolution, styles,
and cultural significance of Western music from its earliest roots to modern times. Whether you are
embarking on a formal music education journey or simply passionate about understanding the
heritage behind the melodies we cherish, this volume offers a comprehensive and engaging
narrative.

Understanding the Oxford History of Western Music
College Edition

The Oxford History of Western Music, particularly the college edition, is more than just a textbook.
It’s a scholarly yet accessible chronicle that contextualizes the development of Western music within
broader historical, cultural, and philosophical frameworks. Authored by Richard Taruskin, a
distinguished musicologist, the book provides an authoritative perspective that combines rigorous
research with a conversational style, making complex concepts approachable.

What Sets the College Edition Apart?

While the original Oxford History of Western Music is a monumental work spanning multiple
volumes, the college edition distills this vast content into a single, streamlined volume tailored for
academic settings. This edition:

- Focuses on key periods and movements pivotal to Western music’s growth.

- Incorporates listening guides and detailed musical examples to enhance comprehension.
- Aligns well with university syllabi and course structures.

- Includes updated scholarship reflecting recent discoveries and musicological debates.

This makes it an ideal companion for students who need both depth and clarity without feeling
overwhelmed by exhaustive detail.

Exploring the Content: From Gregorian Chant to
Contemporary Compositions

The narrative journey through the Oxford History of Western Music college edition is both
chronological and thematic, offering readers a clear path through centuries of musical innovation.



Early Music and Medieval Foundations

The story begins with the origins of Western music, highlighting the role of the Church and the
development of Gregorian chant. Understanding these early forms is crucial because they laid the
groundwork for notation systems and modal theory that would dominate medieval music.

The Renaissance and Humanism'’s Influence

Moving forward, the college edition explores the Renaissance period, showcasing how humanism
influenced composers to emphasize clarity, balance, and expressive harmony. This era witnessed the
rise of polyphony and the flourishing of secular music alongside sacred works.

Baroque to Classical: Revolution and Refinement

The Baroque period introduces us to dramatic contrasts, ornamentation, and the birth of opera.
Composers like Bach and Handel defined this era’s sound. Transitioning into the Classical period,
the focus shifts to structural clarity, form, and emotional restraint, with Mozart and Haydn setting
the standard.

Romanticism and Beyond

The 19th century brought an explosion of emotional expression and individualism in music. The
Oxford History of Western Music college edition delves into the works of composers such as
Beethoven, Chopin, and Wagner, illustrating how music became a medium for personal storytelling
and national identity.

20th Century and Contemporary Innovations

Finally, the book addresses the complexities of modern music, from impressionism and
expressionism to minimalism and electronic music. It explains how technological advances and
global influences have reshaped the musical landscape, offering readers insight into ongoing trends
and experimental forms.

Why the Oxford History of Western Music College
Edition is Essential for Students



Comprehensive Yet Accessible

One of the greatest challenges in studying music history is balancing detail with digestibility. This
edition excels by providing enough context and analysis to foster deep understanding without
alienating newcomers. Its approachable prose invites readers to engage actively with the material.

Integrated Listening Experience

Music history isn’t just about dates and names — it’s about sound. The college edition thoughtfully
integrates listening examples, encouraging students to connect theory with practice. This holistic
approach helps solidify concepts and makes learning more dynamic.

Cross-Disciplinary Perspectives

The Oxford History of Western Music recognizes that music does not exist in a vacuum. It explores
intersections with politics, religion, philosophy, and technology, enriching the reader’s appreciation
of how music reflects and shapes societies.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of the Oxford History of
Western Music College Edition

Studying an extensive work like this can be daunting, but a few strategies can enhance your
experience:

¢ Set a reading schedule: Break chapters into manageable sections to avoid burnout and
improve retention.

e Engage with the listening materials: Actively listen to the recommended pieces while
reading for contextual understanding.

e Take notes and summarize: Writing down key points helps reinforce learning and create
personalized study guides.

e Participate in discussions: Whether in class or online forums, discussing topics deepens
comprehension and reveals new perspectives.

e Supplement with recordings and performances: Watching live or recorded performances
can bring historical information to life.



Additional Resources and Complementary Materials

While the Oxford History of Western Music college edition stands strong on its own, pairing it with
other resources can enrich your understanding:

- Scholarly journals and articles offer up-to-date research and debates.

- Music encyclopedias and dictionaries clarify terminology and biographies.

- Online platforms like streaming services and educational websites provide easy access to a wide
variety of recorded music.

- University lectures and masterclasses available on video platforms can offer expert insights.

Integrating these resources alongside the college edition will create a well-rounded and immersive
educational journey.

Final Thoughts on Embracing Western Music’s History

The oxford history of western music college edition is much more than a textbook; it is a gateway
into the soul of Western musical tradition. By tracing the lineage of composers, styles, and cultural
shifts, it enriches one’s appreciation for the art form’s complexity and enduring power. Whether
your goal is to excel academically or simply to satisfy a passion for music, this edition offers a
thoughtful, nuanced, and inspiring guide through the centuries of musical evolution. Embracing it
fully can transform how you listen, analyze, and connect with the music that has shaped Western
culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Oxford History of Western Music College Edition?

The Oxford History of Western Music College Edition is a comprehensive textbook by Richard
Taruskin that provides an in-depth exploration of Western music history, tailored specifically for
college students.

How does the College Edition differ from the full Oxford
History of Western Music?

The College Edition is a condensed and more accessible version of the full Oxford History of Western
Music, designed to be more manageable for undergraduate courses while maintaining scholarly
rigor.

What time periods does the Oxford History of Western Music
College Edition cover?

It covers Western music history from the earliest medieval chants to contemporary music, spanning
over a thousand years of musical development.



Is the Oxford History of Western Music College Edition
suitable for beginners?

Yes, the College Edition is structured to be accessible for students new to music history, providing
clear explanations, listening guides, and contextual information.

Does the Oxford History of Western Music College Edition
include multimedia resources?

Many versions of the College Edition come with online access to audio examples and supplementary
materials to enhance the learning experience.

Additional Resources

Oxford History of Western Music College Edition: A Comprehensive Review

oxford history of western music college edition stands as one of the most authoritative and
widely acclaimed texts in the realm of musicology. As a cornerstone resource for students and
scholars alike, this edition offers a detailed exploration of Western music’s evolution from its earliest
roots to contemporary developments. Its comprehensive scope, coupled with scholarly rigor, makes
it a staple in academic circles, especially in university-level music history courses.

In-Depth Analysis of the Oxford History of Western
Music College Edition

The Oxford History of Western Music, originally authored by Richard Taruskin, is celebrated for its
meticulous approach to tracing the trajectory of Western music traditions. The college edition
adapts this monumental work into a format more accessible and practical for undergraduate studies
without sacrificing the depth and scholarship that characterize the original volumes.

One of the defining features of this edition is its balance between narrative history and analytical
commentary. Rather than merely chronicling composers and works, it contextualizes musical
developments within wider cultural, political, and social frameworks. This approach is invaluable for
students seeking to understand not only the “what” but the “why” behind the evolution of Western
music genres.

Content Structure and Coverage

The college edition is organized chronologically, beginning with Medieval music and progressing
through the Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Modern eras. Each section provides
detailed examinations of key figures, styles, and innovations. The text also integrates musical
examples and analytical discussions, which help clarify complex concepts and compositional
techniques.



Moreover, the Oxford History of Western Music college edition includes:
e Extensive coverage of lesser-known composers and regional influences, offering a more
inclusive perspective than many competing texts.
 In-depth analysis of pivotal works that shaped the course of Western music history.
e [llustrations and musical notation excerpts that enhance reader comprehension.

e Supplementary materials such as timelines and glossaries tailored for college-level learners.

Comparison with Other Music History Texts

When compared to other prominent texts like Grout’s “A History of Western Music” or Burkholder’s
“A History of Western Music,” the Oxford History of Western Music college edition distinguishes
itself through its narrative style and comprehensive detail. While Grout’s text is often praised for
accessibility and Burkholder’s for its pedagogical clarity, the Oxford edition occupies a middle
ground by combining scholarly depth with readability.

This edition is particularly noted for its critical engagement with music history, avoiding the mere
cataloging of facts. Taruskin’s voice, though toned down somewhat for the college edition, still
permeates the text, offering insightful critiques and interpretations that challenge students to think
critically about the material.

Features That Enhance Learning and Engagement

One of the major strengths of the Oxford History of Western Music college edition is its pedagogical
design. The text incorporates features that promote active learning and reflection:

Integrated Audio and Visual Resources

Many versions of the college edition come with access to online supplementary materials, including
audio recordings of discussed works. This multimedia integration allows students to hear firsthand
the examples analyzed in the text, bridging the gap between theory and practice. Visual aids such as
score excerpts are carefully selected to illustrate key points, making complex musical structures
more accessible.

Critical Essays and Discussion Questions

To encourage deeper engagement, the Oxford History of Western Music college edition often



includes discussion prompts and critical essays. These elements help students develop analytical
skills and foster classroom debate, essential components in higher education musicology courses.

Updated Scholarship and Inclusive Perspectives

The college edition reflects ongoing scholarship by incorporating recent research findings and
expanding its scope beyond the traditional Western canon. This includes greater attention to
underrepresented composers and styles, as well as acknowledgment of the cultural exchanges that
have influenced Western music history.

Pros and Cons of Using the Oxford History of Western
Music College Edition

Like any comprehensive academic text, the Oxford History of Western Music college edition has its
strengths and limitations, which are important to consider for students, instructors, and self-learners
alike.

Pros

e Comprehensive and authoritative: Covers a wide span of history with scholarly precision.

e Engaging narrative: Combines storytelling with academic rigor, making complex material
approachable.

¢ Rich supplementary materials: Multimedia resources and critical essays enhance
understanding and retention.

¢ Inclusive content: Expands traditional canon to reflect diverse influences and voices.

Cons

e Length and density: The volume’s detail can be overwhelming for some students, especially
those new to musicology.

e Price point: As a premium academic publication, it may be costly for individual students.

e Complex language: While accessible, some sections require careful study due to advanced
terminology and concepts.



Who Should Use the Oxford History of Western Music
College Edition?

This edition is ideally suited for undergraduate students pursuing music history or musicology
degrees, as well as instructors seeking a comprehensive textbook that encourages critical
engagement. Due to its depth, it also appeals to advanced musicians and scholars who desire a
thorough understanding of Western music’s development.

Additionally, music educators may find the Oxford History of Western Music college edition useful
for curriculum planning and as a resource for lecture material. Its balance between narrative and
analysis helps cultivate both historical knowledge and critical listening skills.

Key Takeaways for SEO and Academic Context

For those searching for authoritative resources on Western music history, the Oxford History of
Western Music college edition emerges as a top-tier option. Keywords such as “music history
textbook,” “Western music evolution,” and “college musicology resources” are naturally aligned with
this text’s profile.

Incorporating this edition into academic discussions or online educational content can boost
relevance for search queries related to Western music history education. Its comprehensive
coverage and scholarly reputation make it a frequent point of reference in both academic and online
musicology communities.

The Oxford History of Western Music college edition not only documents the past but also
encourages ongoing dialogue about the cultural significance of music. Its role in shaping modern
understanding of Western music traditions is undeniable, making it a vital resource for the next
generation of musicians and scholars.

Oxford History Of Western Music College Edition

oxford history of western music college edition: The Oxford History of Western Music: The
earliest notations to the sixteenth century Richard Taruskin, 2005 Based on the award-winning
six-volume work by Richard Taruskin, The Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition,
presents the most up-to-date and comprehensive history of Western music available.

oxford history of western music college edition: The Oxford History of Western Music: The
early twentieth century Richard Taruskin, 2005 Based on the award-winning six-volume work by
Richard Taruskin, The Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition, presents the most
up-to-date and comprehensive history of Western music available.

oxford history of western music college edition: The Oxford History of Western Music:
Music in the Nineteenth Century Richard Taruskin, 2009-08-27 A survey of the traditions of
western music by one of the most prominent and provocative musicologists of our time, this book
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illuminates, through a representative sampling of masterworks, those themes, styles, and currents
that give shape and direction to each musical age.

oxford history of western music college edition: Music in the Early Twentieth Century
Richard Taruskin, 2006-08-14 Music in the Early Twentieth Century , the fourth volume in Richard
Taruskin's history, looks at the first half of the twentieth century, from the beginnings of Modernism
in the last decade of the nineteenth century right up to the end of World War II. Taruskin discusses
modernism in Germany and France as reflected in the work of Mahler, Strauss, Satie, and Debussy,
the modern ballets of Stravinsky, the use of twelve-tone technique in the years following World War
I, the music of Charles Ives, the influence of peasant songs on Bela Bartok, Stravinsky's neo-classical
phase and the real beginnings of 20th-century music, the vision of America as seen in the works of
such composers as W.C. Handy, George Gershwin, and Virgil Thomson, and the impact of
totalitarianism on the works of a range of musicians from Toscanini to Shostakovich

oxford history of western music college edition: The Oxford History of Western Music
Richard Taruskin, Christopher Howard Gibbs, 2019 Takes students beyond the who, what, and
when, exploring the how and why behind the story of Western MusicNow in its second edition, this
text immerses students in the engaging story of the Western musical tradition. By emphasizing the
connections among works, both within cultural eras and across time and place, the text goes beyond
a basic retelling of the music's history to build students' ability to listen critically to key works. The
Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition is a complete program for building students'
understanding and appreciation of the classical canon.

oxford history of western music college edition: Oxford Anthology of Western Music
Richard Taruskin, Christopher H. Gibbs, 2012-06-07 The Oxford Anthology of Western Music,
Volume Two: The Mid-Eighteenth Century to the Late Nineteenth Century, accompanies the late
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century portion of The Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition,
by Richard Taruskin and Christopher H. Gibbs.

oxford history of western music college edition: The Oxford History of Western Music
Richard Taruskin, Christopher Howard Gibbs, 2013 Based on the award-winning six-volume work by
Richard Taruskin, The Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition, presents the most
up-to-date and comprehensive history of Western music available. Distinctive features: Offers a
unique focus on the people behind music history; places musical works within their larger cultural,
social, and political contexts, providing a compelling narrative of music history; covers music of all
eras along with a special emphasis on the most studied works of the past 200 years; improves
critical thinking by offering differing perspectives on how the Western musical canon developed;
builds listening and analysis skills through comprehensive discussion of key works; includes helpful
learning and study tools (timelines, maps, musical examples and diagrams, chapter summaries, key
terms, study questions, and a glossary) [Publisher description].

oxford history of western music college edition: Oxford History Western Music College
Edition Taruskin, 2016-09-26

oxford history of western music college edition: Music in the Late Twentieth Century
Richard Taruskin, 2006-08-14 The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of
Western Music is the eminent musicologist Richard Taruskin's provocative, erudite telling of the
story of Western music from its earliest days to the present. Each book in this superlative
five-volume set illuminates-through a representative sampling of masterworks-the themes, styles,
and currents that give shape and direction to a significant period in the history of Western music.
Music in the Late Twentieth Century is the final installment of the set, covering the years from the
end of World War II to the present. In these pages, Taruskin illuminates the great compositions of
recent times, offering insightful analyses of works by Aaron Copland, John Cage, Milton Babbitt,
Benjamin Britten, Steve Reich, and Philip Glass, among many others. He also looks at the impact of
electronic music and computers, the rise of pop music and rock 'n' roll, the advent of
postmodernism, and the contemporary music of Laurie Anderson, John Zorn, and John Adams. Laced
with brilliant observations, memorable musical analysis, and a panoramic sense of the interactions



between history, culture, politics, art, literature, religion, and music, this book will be essential
reading for anyone who wishes to understand this rich and diverse period.

oxford history of western music college edition: Oxford Anthology of Western Music:
The twentieth century David Joseph Rothenberg, Robert Rau Holzer, Klara Méricz, David E.
Schneider, 2019 The Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition, Second Edition, immerses
students in the engaging story of the Western musical tradition. By emphasizing the connections
among works, both within each cultural era and across time and place, the text goes beyond a basic
retelling of the music's history to build students' ability to listen critically to each period's key works.
A full suite of instructor resources, free open-access student companion website, three-volume score
anthology, and streaming audio recordings support the text, making The Oxford History of Western
Music, College Edition, a complete program for building students' understanding and appreciation of
the classical canon.

oxford history of western music college edition: Oxford History of Western Music
Richard Taruskin, 2009-07-27 The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of
Western Music by one of the most prominent and provocative musicologists of our time, Richard
Taruskin. Now in paperback, the set has been reconstructed to be available for the first time as
individual books, each one taking on a critical time period in the history of western music.

oxford history of western music college edition: Oxford Anthology of Western Music Richard
Taruskin, Christopher H. Gibbs, 2012-06-07 The Oxford Anthology of Western Music, Volume Three:
The Twentieth Century, accompanies the twentieth-century portion of The Oxford History of Western
Music, College Edition, by Richard Taruskin and Christopher H. Gibbs.

oxford history of western music college edition: Oxford Anthology of Western Music
Klara Moricz, David E. Schneider, 2018-04-30 The Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition,
Second Edition, immerses students in the engaging story of the Western musical tradition. By
emphasizing the connections among works, both within each cultural era and across time and place,
the text goes beyond a basic retelling of themusic's history to build students' ability to listen
critically to each period's key works. A full suite of instructor resources, free open-access student
companion website, three-volume score anthology, and streaming audio recordings support the text,
making The Oxford History of Western Music,College Edition, a complete program for building
students' understanding and appreciation of the classical canon.

oxford history of western music college edition: Historical Performance and New Music
Rebecca Cypess, Esteli Gomez, Rachael Lansang, 2023-11-30 The worlds of new music and
historically informed performance might seem quite distant from one another. Yet, upon closer
consideration, clear points of convergence emerge. Not only do many contemporary performers
move easily between these two worlds, but they often do so using a shared ethos of flexibility,
improvisation, curiosity, and collaboration—collaboration with composers past and present, with
other performers, and with audiences. Bringing together expert scholars and performers considering
a wide range of issues and case studies, Historical Performance and New Music—the first book of its
kind—addresses the synergies in aesthetics and practices in historical performance and new music.
The essays treat matters including technologies and media such as laptops, printing presses, and
graphic notation; new music written for period instruments from natural horns to the clavichord;
personalities such as the pioneering singer Cathy Berberian; the musically “omnivorous” ensembles
A Far Cry and Roomful of Teeth; and composers Luciano Berio, David Lang, Molly Herron, Caroline
Shaw, and many others. Historical Performance and New Music presents pathbreaking ideas in an
accessible style that speaks to performers, composers, scholars, and music lovers alike. Richly
documented and diverse in its methods and subject matter, this book will open new conversations
about contemporary musical life.

oxford history of western music college edition: The Cambridge Companion to Gershwin
Anna Harwell Celenza, 2019-08-22 Explores how Gershwin's iconic music was shaped by American
political, intellectual, cultural and business interests as well as technological advances.

oxford history of western music college edition: The Oxford Anthology of Western Music




David J. Rothenberg, Robert R. Holzer, 2018-04-09 The Oxford History of Western Music, College
Edition, Second Edition, immerses students in the engaging story of the Western musical tradition.
By emphasizing the connections among works, both within each cultural era and across time and
place, the text goes beyond a basic retelling of themusic's history to build students' ability to listen
critically to each period's key works. A full suite of instructor resources, free open-access student
companion website, three-volume score anthology, and streaming audio recordings support the text,
making The Oxford History of Western Music,College Edition, a complete program for building
students' understanding and appreciation of the classical canon.

oxford history of western music college edition: Musical Revolutions Stuart Isacoff,
2022-06-07 From the critically acclaimed author of Temperament, a narrative account of the most
defining moments in musical history—classical and jazz—all of which forever altered Western
culture A fascinating journey that begins with the origins of musical notation and travels through the
centuries reaching all the way to our time.”—Semyon Bychkov, chief conductor and music director of
the Czech Philharmonic The invention of music notation by a skittish Italian monk in the eleventh
century. The introduction of multilayered hymns in the Middle Ages. The birth of opera in a Venice
rebelling against the church’s pious restraints. Baroque, Romantic, and atonal music; bebop and cool
jazz; Bach and Liszt; Miles Davis and John Coltrane. In telling the exciting story of Western music’s
evolution, Stuart Isacoff explains how music became entangled in politics, culture, and economics,
giving rise to new eruptions at every turn, from the early church’s attempts to bind its followers by
teaching them to sing in unison to the global spread of American jazz through the Black platoons of
the First World War. The author investigates questions like: When does noise become music? How
do musical tones reflect the natural laws of the universe? Why did discord become the primary
sound of modernity? Musical Revolutions is a book replete with the stories of our most renowned
musical artists, including notable achievements of people of color and women, whose paths to
success were the most difficult.

oxford history of western music college edition: The Creative Worlds of Joseph Joachim
Valerie Woodring Goertzen, Robert Whitehouse Eshbach, 2021 Examines Joseph Joachim's vital
legacy through a range of philological, philosophical and critical approaches.Joseph Joachim
(1831-1907), violinist, composer, teacher, and founding director of Berlin's Royal Academy of Music,
was one of the most eminent and influential musicians of the long nineteenth century. Born in a tiny
Jewish community on the Austro-Hungarian border, he rose to a position of unsurpassed prominence
in European cultural life. This timely collection of essays explores important yet little-known aspects
of Joachim's life and art. Studies of his Jewish background, early assimilation into Christian society,
Felix Mendelssohn's mentorship, and the influence of Hungarian vernacular music on the formation
of his musical style elucidate the roots of Joachim's identity. The later chapters focus on his personal
and creative responses to the contentious and rapidly evolving cultural milieu in which he lived: his
choice of instruments as his musical voice, his performances as sites of (re)enchantment in the
modern age, his pathbreaking British career, his calling and sway as a quartet player, his
pedagogical legacy, his influence on the establishment of the musical canon, and several of his most
distinctive and original compositions. With a wide variety of approaches-analytical, philological,
archival, philosophical, and critical-this collection will prove enlightening to scholars, performers,
and others interested in this brilliant artist and the musical aesthetics, culture, and styles of his
time.ent in the modern age, his pathbreaking British career, his calling and sway as a quartet player,
his pedagogical legacy, his influence on the establishment of the musical canon, and several of his
most distinctive and original compositions. With a wide variety of approaches-analytical, philological,
archival, philosophical, and critical-this collection will prove enlightening to scholars, performers,
and others interested in this brilliant artist and the musical aesthetics, culture, and styles of his
time.ent in the modern age, his pathbreaking British career, his calling and sway as a quartet player,
his pedagogical legacy, his influence on the establishment of the musical canon, and several of his
most distinctive and original compositions. With a wide variety of approaches-analytical, philological,
archival, philosophical, and critical-this collection will prove enlightening to scholars, performers,



and others interested in this brilliant artist and the musical aesthetics, culture, and styles of his
time.ent in the modern age, his pathbreaking British career, his calling and sway as a quartet player,
his pedagogical legacy, his influence on the establishment of the musical canon, and several of his
most distinctive and original compositions. With a wide variety of approaches-analytical, philological,
archival, philosophical, and critical-this collection will prove enlightening to scholars, performers,
and others interested in this brilliant artist and the musical aesthetics, culture, and styles of his
time.

oxford history of western music college edition: Schubert’s Reputation from His Time to
Ours Geoffrey Block, 2024-12-30 The composer Franz Schubert (1797-1828) was not bereft of early
advocates, from Schumann, Liszt, and Mahler to Sir George Grove. Brahms famously heralded
Schubert as “the true successor to Beethoven.” Nevertheless, it was not until the end of the
twentieth century that Schubert’s major instrumental works finally and fully emerged from
Beethoven’s shadow. Critics and scholars began to reinterpret Schubert’s departures from
Beethoven'’s formal and stylistic characteristics, and to see these departures not as flaws but as
strengths and hallmarks of a new paradigm. Schubert’s alternate constructions of “masculine
subjectivities,” first described by Schumann in 1838, parallel a developing appreciation for lyricism,
melody, and song-traits historically regarded as feminine. Consequently, Schubert’s approach is
increasingly viewed as innovative and divergent rather than defective and deviant. Schubert’s
Reputation from His Time to Ours tells the story of how and why this has happened.

oxford history of western music college edition: The Life of Music Nicholas Kenyon,
2021-04-27 Nicholas Kenyon explores the enduring appeal of the classical canon at a moment when
we can access all music—across time and cultures Immersed in music for much of his life as writer,
broadcaster and concert presenter, former director of the BBC Proms, Nicholas Kenyon has long
championed an astonishingly wide range of composers and performers. Now, as we think about
culture in fresh ways, Kenyon revisits the stories that make up the classical tradition and
foregrounds those which are too often overlooked. This inclusive, knowledgeable, and enthusiastic
guide highlights the achievements of the women and men, amateurs and professionals, who bring
music to life. Taking us from pianist Myra Hess’s performance in London during the Blitz, to John
Adams’s composition of a piece for mourners after New York’s 9/11 attacks, to Italian opera singers
singing from their balconies amidst the 2020 pandemic, Kenyon shows that no matter how great the
crisis, music has the power to bring us together. His personal, celebratory account transforms our
understanding of how classical music is made—and shows us why it is more relevant than ever.
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