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neil postman amusing ourselves to death is more than just a phrase; it’s a profound critique of
how television and entertainment media have transformed the way we communicate, think, and
engage with the world around us. Published in 1985, Neil Postman’s seminal work, *Amusing
Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business*, remains startlingly relevant in
today’s digital era. The book offers a compelling examination of how media shapes not only the
content of our conversations but also the very nature of public discourse itself.

If you’ve ever wondered why news feels more like a reality TV show or why serious discussions often
get drowned out by memes and viral videos, Postman’s insights provide a thoughtful framework for
understanding these trends. Let’s dive into the core ideas behind *neil postman amusing ourselves
to death* and uncover how this critical analysis continues to resonate in our modern media
landscape.

The Core Argument of Neil Postman’s Amusing
Ourselves to Death

At the heart of Postman’s thesis is the idea that “the medium is the message”—a concept originally
introduced by Marshall McLuhan but given a unique twist here. Postman argues that the medium
through which information is conveyed drastically influences the nature of the information itself.
While McLuhan explored this broadly, Postman zeroes in on television as a medium that prioritizes
entertainment over substance.

From Print to Television: A Shift in Public Discourse

Postman contrasts the era of print-based communication with the rise of television. In print culture,
information is linear, logical, and requires active engagement from readers who must interpret and
analyze content. This fosters critical thinking and rational debate. The newspaper editorial, a
political pamphlet, or a well-argued essay demands concentration and intellectual effort.

Television, however, thrives on visuals, emotional appeal, and brevity. It’s designed to entertain and
capture attention quickly, often at the expense of depth and nuance. As Postman puts it, television
turns everything into “entertainment,” including news, politics, and education. This shift has
significant consequences for how society processes information and engages with serious topics.

How Amusing Ourselves to Death Applies Today

Though written decades ago, *neil postman amusing ourselves to death* feels eerily prescient when



applied to the internet age. Today’s media environment is saturated with social media, 24-hour news
cycles, and an endless stream of video content. The principles Postman described have arguably
intensified.

The Rise of Social Media and the Entertainment Filter

Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, TikTok, and Instagram have democratized content creation but
also emphasize quick, catchy, and emotionally charged posts. The result? Public discourse often
resembles a competition for likes and shares rather than a thoughtful exchange of ideas.

In this context, serious issues are frequently reduced to soundbites or meme-worthy moments.
Complex debates become oversimplified, and nuance is lost. This mirrors Postman’s warning about
how television reduced complex subjects to shallow entertainment.

The News as a Show: Sensationalism and Soundbites

Television news has long been accused of prioritizing ratings over information quality, and this trend
continues online. Headlines are crafted to grab attention, often exaggerating or sensationalizing
content. Political coverage is sometimes more about personalities and drama than policy details.

Postman’s critique helps us understand why so many people feel disconnected or frustrated with
news media today. When serious information is packaged as entertainment, it risks trivializing
important issues and discouraging meaningful civic engagement.

Key Concepts from Neil Postman’s Analysis

To fully grasp the impact of *neil postman amusing ourselves to death*, it’s helpful to look at some of
the book’s key ideas in more detail.

1. The Medium Shapes the Message

As mentioned, Postman stresses that the characteristics of a communication medium influence the
content it delivers. Print encourages rationality; television favors spectacle.

2. Typographic vs. Televised Culture

Postman distinguishes between cultures dominated by print (typographic) and those dominated by
television (televised). The former promotes serious discourse; the latter prioritizes entertainment,
often at the cost of critical thought.



3. The Decline of Public Discourse

A major theme is that television’s entertainment-driven nature leads to the degradation of public
discourse. Serious subjects become “performances” and are stripped of their complexity.

4. The Age of Show Business

According to Postman, all forms of communication have become infused with the logic of show
business. This means that everything—from politics to education—is tailored to entertain rather than
educate or inform deeply.

Lessons and Insights for Navigating Modern Media

Understanding Postman’s critique offers valuable guidance for anyone looking to engage
thoughtfully with today’s media landscape.

Be Mindful of Medium Bias

Recognize that different media formats inherently shape how information is presented. If you’re
consuming news on social media, be aware that algorithms promote content based on engagement,
not accuracy or depth.

Seek Out Diverse Sources

Avoid relying solely on entertainment-driven media for your information. Supplement your
consumption with long-form articles, books, and podcasts that encourage deeper analysis and
critical thinking.

Engage Actively Rather Than Passively

Don’t let media consumption become a passive habit. Question the motives behind sensational
headlines or viral videos and consider the complexity behind simplified narratives.

Promote Media Literacy

Educating yourself and others about how media works, including its strengths and limitations, is
crucial. Media literacy empowers people to discern reliable information amid the noise of
entertainment.



Why Neil Postman Amusing Ourselves to Death Still
Matters

In a world dominated by smartphones, endless scrolling, and viral trends, Postman’s insights serve
as a cautionary tale. The danger of “amusing ourselves to death” is not just that we become
distracted, but that the quality of our public conversations and democratic processes erodes.

By revisiting Postman’s work, we’re reminded to value substance over spectacle and to demand
media that respects our intelligence. Whether you’re a media consumer, educator, or policymaker,
*Amusing Ourselves to Death* offers timeless wisdom about the profound relationship between
communication technology and society.

In the end, the challenge is to find ways to harness the power of modern media without sacrificing
the depth and seriousness that meaningful dialogue requires. Neil Postman’s groundbreaking
analysis continues to inspire this ongoing conversation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Neil Postman's 'Amusing Ourselves
to Death'?
Neil Postman's main thesis in 'Amusing Ourselves to Death' is that television and other forms of
entertainment media have transformed public discourse into entertainment, which diminishes the
quality of information and undermines serious communication in society.

How does Neil Postman differentiate between print and
television as media?
Postman argues that print media encourages rational, coherent, and serious discourse, while
television prioritizes entertainment and visual stimulation, leading to superficial and fragmented
communication.

Why does Neil Postman believe television is detrimental to
public discourse?
Postman believes television reduces complex ideas to entertaining visuals and soundbites, which
makes it difficult for viewers to engage in critical thinking or understand nuanced topics, thus
harming meaningful public discourse.

What solutions or alternatives does Postman suggest to
counteract the effects of 'amusing ourselves to death'?
Postman advocates for greater media literacy, a return to print-based communication for serious
topics, and awareness of how different media shapes the way information is presented and



perceived.

How is 'Amusing Ourselves to Death' relevant in the age of
social media and digital technology?
The book remains relevant as social media and digital platforms continue the trend of prioritizing
entertainment, short attention spans, and visual content, often at the expense of deep, thoughtful
public conversation.

Additional Resources
Neil Postman Amusing Ourselves to Death: A Critical Examination of Media, Culture, and Society

neil postman amusing ourselves to death remains a seminal work that continues to resonate in
today’s media-saturated environment. Originally published in 1985, Postman’s incisive critique of
television’s impact on public discourse and culture offers a profound lens through which to
understand the ongoing evolution of media and its influence on society. This article explores the key
arguments, relevance, and implications of Postman’s work, situating it within the broader context of
communication theory, media studies, and contemporary digital culture.

Understanding Neil Postman’s Thesis in Amusing
Ourselves to Death

At its core, neil postman amusing ourselves to death argues that the medium through which
information is conveyed fundamentally shapes the nature of public discourse. Postman posits that
television, as a predominantly visual and entertainment-driven medium, has transformed serious
political, educational, and journalistic content into spectacle and amusement. This shift, he
contends, has degraded the quality of public communication and has contributed to a decline in
critical thinking and civic engagement.

Postman’s thesis is grounded in the concept of "media ecology," which examines how media
environments influence human perception, understanding, and societal structure. He contrasts the
typographic culture of the 18th and 19th centuries—characterized by print and rational, logical
argumentation—with the television age, where images and entertainment dominate. In this
transformation, discourse becomes fragmented and superficial, prioritizing emotional appeal over
substantive analysis.

The Historical Context and Evolution of Media

To appreciate the depth of Postman’s critique, it is important to consider the historical development
of media. Before television, the printed word was the primary conduit for information dissemination.
Newspapers, books, and pamphlets encouraged readers to engage thoughtfully with ideas over
extended periods. Postman highlights how print culture fostered a public sphere where reasoned
debate and critical scrutiny thrived.



With the advent of television, the nature of media consumption shifted dramatically. Visual stimuli
became central, and the medium’s emphasis on entertainment altered the way information was
presented and received. This change, Postman argues, has resulted in a public discourse that is
more about amusement than enlightenment—a phenomenon encapsulated in the phrase “amusing
ourselves to death.”

The Impact of Television on Public Discourse

One of the most compelling aspects of neil postman amusing ourselves to death is its detailed
analysis of how television reshapes various domains of public life:

Politics: Postman examines how political debates and campaigns have become television
spectacles, prioritizing image and charisma over policy and substance. The 1960 Kennedy-
Nixon debates are often cited as a turning point where visual appeal overshadowed content.

News Media: News programs have evolved into infotainment, blending hard news with
sensationalism and entertainment to retain viewer attention. This trend dilutes the seriousness
of news, making it more about ratings than information.

Education: The transition from print-based learning to television and later digital media has
influenced pedagogical methods and student engagement, often emphasizing entertainment
value at the expense of critical thinking.

Postman’s insights remain strikingly relevant in the digital age, as social media platforms and online
video content perpetuate and intensify these trends. The emphasis on brevity, visual appeal, and
emotional resonance continues to challenge the depth and quality of information dissemination.

Comparing Media: Print, Television, and Digital Platforms

Neil Postman amusing ourselves to death encourages a comparative analysis of different media
forms and their effects on cognition and society. The print medium demands active participation
from readers—requiring concentration, critical reflection, and linear thinking. Television,
conversely, is more passive, relying on visual and auditory stimuli that bypass cognitive rigor.

In the current digital era, these dynamics become even more complex. Platforms like YouTube,
TikTok, and Instagram amplify visual content and prioritize engagement metrics such as likes and
shares, often favoring sensational or emotionally charged material. This evolution can be seen as an
extension of the trends Postman identified, raising questions about how digital media influences
discourse, democracy, and culture.



Critical Reflections and Contemporary Relevance

While neil postman amusing ourselves to death focuses primarily on television, its core arguments
resonate profoundly with today’s media landscape, shaped by the internet and mobile technologies.
The proliferation of content and platforms has democratized information access but also accelerated
the fragmentation and trivialization of discourse.

Critics of Postman argue that he underestimates the audience’s ability to discern quality content
amid the noise or to engage with media critically. Moreover, the rise of interactive and participatory
media challenges the notion of passive consumption. Yet, Postman’s warning about the potential
consequences of prioritizing entertainment over substance remains a crucial framework for
evaluating media trends.

Pros and Cons of Postman’s Perspective

Pros: Postman offers a foundational critique that highlights the relationship between media
form and societal impact, emphasizing the need for media literacy and critical engagement.

Cons: Some scholars argue that Postman’s analysis is somewhat deterministic and nostalgic
for print culture, potentially overlooking the positive aspects of visual media and new
technologies.

Nonetheless, the enduring popularity of neil postman amusing ourselves to death underscores its
value as a critical tool for understanding the challenges of media consumption in contemporary
society.

Legacy and Influence of Neil Postman’s Work

The influence of neil postman amusing ourselves to death extends beyond media studies into
education, politics, and cultural criticism. It has inspired educators to integrate media literacy into
curricula, encouraging students to critically analyze the forms and content of communication. In
political science, Postman’s insights help explain the transformation of political communication
strategies in the television and digital eras.

Furthermore, the book’s themes have sparked broader discussions about the role of technology in
shaping human experience and the responsibilities of media producers and consumers alike. As new
media forms continue to emerge, Postman’s work serves as a cautionary reminder to remain vigilant
about how entertainment values may shape—and potentially distort—public understanding.

In exploring neil postman amusing ourselves to death, readers gain a nuanced perspective on the
interplay between media, culture, and society. The book’s analysis transcends its original context,
offering enduring insights into the complexities of communication in an age where amusement often
competes with, and sometimes eclipses, meaningful discourse.



Neil Postman Amusing Ourselves To Death

  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Amusing Ourselves to Death Neil Postman,
2005-12-27 What happens when media and politics become forms of entertainment? As our world
begins to look more and more like Orwell's 1984, Neil's Postman's essential guide to the modern
media is more relevant than ever. It's unlikely that Trump has ever read Amusing Ourselves to
Death, but his ascent would not have surprised Postman.” -CNN Originally published in 1985, Neil
Postman’s groundbreaking polemic about the corrosive effects of television on our politics and
public discourse has been hailed as a twenty-first-century book published in the twentieth century.
Now, with television joined by more sophisticated electronic media—from the Internet to cell phones
to DVDs—it has taken on even greater significance. Amusing Ourselves to Death is a prophetic look
at what happens when politics, journalism, education, and even religion become subject to the
demands of entertainment. It is also a blueprint for regaining control of our media, so that they can
serve our highest goals. “A brilliant, powerful, and important book. This is an indictment that
Postman has laid down and, so far as I can see, an irrefutable one.” –Jonathan Yardley, The
Washington Post Book World
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Amusing Ourselves to Death Neil Postman, 1985
Postman takes an enlightening look at the long-term effects of mass media--how it transforms our
world, and the ways in which the media onslaught can be challenged. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Amusing Ourselves to Death , 2013
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Amusing Ourselves to Death Neil Postman,
2006 Originally published in 1985, Neil Postman's groundbreaking polemic about the corrosive
effects of television on our politics and public discourse has been hailed as a twenty-first-century
book published in the twentieth century. Now, with television joined by more sophisticated
electronic media -- from the Internet to cell phones to DVDs -- it has taken on even greater
significance. Amusing Ourselves to Death is a prophetic look at what happens when politics,
journalism, education, and even religion become subject to the demands of entertainment. It is also
a blueprint for regaining control of our media, so that they can serve our highest goals. --Publisher.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Summary of Neil Postman's Amusing
Ourselves to Death Everest Media,, 2022-04-22T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion
version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 America’s symbol is now Las Vegas, a city
entirely devoted to the idea of entertainment. Our politics, religion, news, athletics, education and
commerce have been transformed into congenial adjuncts of show business, largely without protest
or even much popular notice. #2 The American culture of show business is not an exception. In
America, the least amusing people are its professional entertainers. The artifice of their display is
more important than the quality and usefulness of their goods. #3 The forms of human conversation
that we are most familiar with are the ones that regulate and even dictate what kind of content can
issue from them. This is what determines what ideas are convenient to express. #4 The information,
content, or stuff that makes up the news of the day did not exist in a world that lacked the media to
express it. Media such as the telegraph made it possible to move decontextualized information over
vast spaces at incredible speed.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves
to Death Julia Schubert, 2005-11-23 Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1, Martin Luther
University (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Orality and Literacy, language: English,
abstract: The central topics of the works of the writer, educator, communication theorist, social
critic and cultural commentator Neil Postman have always been the media, their different forms of
communication and their meanings to people, society and culture. Any of his books was built around
the McLuhan-question: “Does the form of any medium of communication affect our social relations,
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our political ideas, or psychic habits, and of course, as he [Marshall McLuhan] always emphasized,
our sensorium” (Postman: 07/30/05)? Postman was aware of the fact that a new technology and
therefore a new medium may have destructive as well as creative effects. During the history of
mankind there have been tremendous changes in the forms, volume, speed and context of
information and it is necessary to find out what these changes meant and mean to our cultures
(Postman: 1985, 160). For him, it is a basic principle that “the clearest way to see through a culture
is to attend to its tools for conversation” (Postman: 1985, 8). In the book “Amusing Ourselves to
Death - Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business” Postman examines, from a 1980s viewpoint,
the changes in the American culture caused by the shift from the Age of Reason with the printed
word at its center to the Age of Show Business with television as the central medium - or in
simplifying terms the shift from rationality to triviality. Twenty years later, the situation has changed
again. This term paper will make an attempt to answer the question what the new media, especially
the internet, did to the modern (American) culture and to its public discourse. Obviously, Postman’s
provocative title “Amusing Ourselves to Death” was just the beginning of a fast moving development
since nowadays the modern media world seems to shape our lives under the title “Informing
Ourselves to Death” (Postman: 07/30/05) or to use one of the latest terms “Infotaining Ourselves to
Death”. ..First of all, the following chapters will examine the line of Postman’s argumentation which
led to the conclusion that television has significantly transformed the American society into an
amusement and entertainment culture. What has happened and what was the role of the media? Was
this the beginning of a “Brave New World”? As a matter of fact, Postman ́s theories and statements
are not to be taken as unreflected truth. Subsequently,some critical remarks are to be made from a
21 st -century viewpoint. [...]
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Amazing Ourselves to Death Lance Strate, 2014
Media, technology, culture, television, new media, media ecology, public discourse --
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Scrolling Ourselves to Death Brett McCracken,
Ivan Mesa, 2025-03-31 Christian Wisdom for Our Tech-Saturated Age The rapid advance of digital
technology is reshaping our world and warping our minds. The onslaught of social media and
smartphones has brought an appetite for distraction, an epidemic of loneliness, and increased rates
of mental unhealth. For Christians, the digital revolution has profound implications for spiritual
formation and mission. How should believers respond to the theological and discipleship challenges
of scrolling life? On the 40th anniversary of Neil Postman's prophetic book Amusing Ourselves to
Death (1985), Scrolling Ourselves to Death gathers today's most incisive writers to think critically
about the shaping power of contemporary technology. This book explores Postman's insights,
connects them to the challenges facing Christians today, and turns difficult challenges into
life-giving opportunities for the church. Stepping back from their screens, readers will be equipped
to live faithfully, and grow spiritually, in a scrolling ourselves to death world. Practical: Includes
action steps readers can use to reclaim a healthy life in a tech-saturated world Wise: Helps readers
become more discerning in the way they think about and utilize technology Perfect for Small
Groups: Includes discussion questions at the end of every chapter Useful for Church Leaders or
Ministry Staff: Perfect for those who want to help those they lead think more carefully about
technology Expert Contributors: Features insights from a wide variety of leading Christian thinkers
on technology, faith, and culture
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Trolling Ourselves to Death Jason Hannan, 2023
Almost forty years ago, Neil Postman argued that television had brought about a fundamental
transformation to democracy. By turning entertainment into our supreme ideology, television had
recreated public discourse in its image and converted democracy into show business. In Trolling
Ourselves to Death, Jason Hannan builds on Postman's classic thesis, arguing that we are now not so
much amusing, as trolling ourselves to death. Yet, how do we explain this profound change? What
are the primary drivers behind the deterioration of civic culture and the toxification of public
discourse? Trolling Ourselves to Death moves beyond the familiar picture of trolling by recasting it
in a broader historical light. Contrary to the popular view of the troll as an exclusively anonymous



online prankster who hides behind a clever avatar and screen name, Hannan asserts that trolls have
emerged from the cave, so to speak, and now walk in the clear light of day. Trolls now include
politicians, performers, patriots, and protesters. What was once a mysterious phenomenon limited to
the darker corners of the Internet has since gone mainstream, eroding our public culture and
changing the rules of democratic politics.Hannan shows how trolling is the logical outcome of a
culture of possessive individualism, widespread alienation, mass distrust, and rampant paranoia.
Synthesizing media ecology with historical materialism, he explores the disturbing rise of political
unreason in the form of mass trolling and sheds light on the proliferation of disinformation,
conspiracy theory, cancel culture, and digital violence. Taking inspiration from Robert Brandom's
innovative reading of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Trolling Ourselves to Death makes a case for
building a spirit of trust to curb the epidemic of mass distrust that feeds the plague of political
trolling.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Technopoly Neil Postman, 1993-03-31 A witty,
often terrifying that chronicles our transformation into a society that is shaped by technology—from
the acclaimed author of Amusing Ourselves to Death. A provocative book ... A tool for fighting back
against the tools that run our lives. —Dallas Morning News The story of our society's transformation
into a Technopoly: a society that no longer merely uses technology as a support system but instead
is shaped by it—with radical consequences for the meanings of politics, art, education, intelligence,
and truth.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: In Defense of Christian Ritual David R. Andersen,
2021-03-09 Is Christian worship best conceived as a creative, Spirit-fueled experience that any
formalized structure necessarily inhibits, or are there any biblical prescriptions around for worship
that Christians were meant to follow? In light of recent research from various disciplines-including
history, psychology, and New Testament studies - In Defense of Christian Ritual: The Case for a
Biblical Pattern of Worship argues the latter. Specifically, this book will demonstrate three things.
First, in contrast to the anti-ritualism so prevalent in modern churches, ritual's indispensable role in
providing biblically-centered context and content is detailed. Second, contrary to modern opinion, a
definite pattern of worship is shown to be present both in our earliest New Testament documents
and the early church. Finally, new research will reveal that the assumptions about creativity lying at
the heart of modern contemporary worship are fundamentally flawed. Readers will discover that the
apostolic teaching embodied in the church's early ritual, as expressed in its liturgy, was never
intended to be outdated or rendered irrelevant in light of current fads. It was never meant to be a
relic of the ancient past, but a structured way of bringing the memoirs of the apostles -that Jesus
died for sinners- to God's people in the here and now.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Amusing ourselves to death Neil Postman, 1982
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Summary of Amusing Ourselves to Death –
[Review Keypoints and Take-aways] PenZen Summaries, 2022-11-29 The summary of Amusing
Ourselves to Death – Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business presented here include a short
review of the book at the start followed by quick overview of main points and a list of important
take-aways at the end of the summary. The Summary of The book Amusing Ourselves to Death,
published in 1985, investigates the negative impact that the medium of television is having on the
subject matter of public discourse. The United States has gone from being a culture that is defined
by the printed word to one where television and triviality are the predominant forms of
entertainment over the course of the past two centuries. Amusing Ourselves to Death summary
includes the key points and important takeaways from the book Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil
Postman. Disclaimer: 1. This summary is meant to preview and not to substitute the original book. 2.
We recommend, for in-depth study purchase the excellent original book. 3. In this summary key
points are rewritten and recreated and no part/text is directly taken or copied from original book. 4.
If original author/publisher wants us to remove this summary, please contact us at
support@mocktime.com.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Disconnected America: The Future of Mass



Media in a Narcissistic Society Ed Shane, Michael C. Keith, 2015-04-29 Ed Shane here traces a
change in the American pervasive mass media that once disseminated information quickly and
stimulated mass cultural response, to a de-massified individual media that incubate a new electronic
narcissicism, producing an inwardly-focused society.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Silence, Civility, and Sanity Stephanie Bennett,
2022-02-21 Silence, Civility, and Sanity addresses the reclamation of civil communication and
healthy public conversation at a time when people are very divided. Throughout this book, Stephanie
Bennett focuses on the importance of silence to temper speech and embrace the art of listening to
foster a more positive dialogue and civil society. Throughout this book, the author addresses the
place of silence as a communicational good, intrapersonal silence in the history of contemplative
prayer, the importance of attentive silence, the reflective use of silence, the ethical dimensions of
silence, and the abuses of silence. This book also delves into the layers of technological advancement
that obscure perception and act as noise that poses as silence, phantom silence. Bennett offers
readers an alternative to the false binaries of culture-warring that plague our relationships,
institutions, and public sphere. Scholars of communication, rhetoric, and media studies will find this
book of particular interest.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Eight Ways of Loving God Jeanette Flood,
2019-05-14 There is growing awareness that different people have different love languages. What
about God? Does He have a love language? Jeanette Flood answers this question by looking at the
life and teachings of Jesus. With a conversational style and a dose of good humor, she describes
eight love languages with fresh spiritual analogies and lessons from her own life. This work reveals
that being a Christian means being in a relationship of love with Love Himself. Drawing on
Scripture, Church teachings, and insights of the saints, it inspires readers to follow Saint Paul's
advice to the Ephesians to learn what is pleasing to the Lord (Eph 5:10).
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Is It a Lost Cause? Marva J. Dawn, 1997 In this
insightful book, Marva Dawn examines some of the forces in our culture that harm our children's
spiritual development and suggests biblically centered parenting habits that can produce godly and
faith-full children today.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Coexisting on Earth Homo sapiens Quagmire
Michael C. Clark, 2018-04-03 This book examines Homo sapiens lost connection with nature and the
aftermath, Homo sapiens excessive footprint on the Earth itself, the depredations done to Earth by
Homo sapiens, the denial of global warming and other environmental issues, Frankenstein science
and those attempting to play God, the conservation of Earth, what the future may perhaps entail,
and going back to nature and coexisting on Earth. The book contains many statistical facts on the
subject matter being discussed with more than 715 references within the bibliography and more
than 120 graphs, satellite images, and other photographs. Some of the subtopics covered in this
book include: Agriculture and the Origins of Modern Civilization, Meat, Dairy, and Egg
Consumption, Current Medical Epidemics, Prescription Drug Epidemic, Mental Health and Drug
Addiction, Government and Corporate Influence, Poverty, Money, Greed, and Corporate
Responsibility, Warmongers, An Incarcerated and Policed Society Living with Unwarranted Fear,
Guns, Religion, Suppression of History and Knowledge, Education and The Monetary Value of
History and Knowledge, The Slaughter, Slavery, and Forced Assimilation of Indigenous Homo
sapiens, Contemporary Slavery, Children, Women, Family and Individualism, The Mainstream News
Media, World Population, Mass Consumption, A Surplus of Senseless Waste, Fashion, Cities, Water
Consumption, Desertification, Surface Water, and Groundwater Depletion, Wastewater and Sewage
Sludge, Watercraft, Mineral Extraction, Fossil Fuels, Nuclear Weapons and Power, Toxic Unnatural
Chemicals, Fertilizers and the Nitrogen and Phosphorus Cycle, Pesticides, Atmospheric Pollution,
Ozone Hole, Light and Sound Pollution, Hazardous Waste and Superfund Sites, Synthetic Plastic,
Cannabis, Ocean Garbage Patches and Beach Trash, Lakes, Rivers, Wetlands, and Oceans, Coral
Reefs, Fish, Whaling, Dolphin Driving, Military Dolphins, and Sonar, Shark Finning and other
Ancient Pseudo Medicines, Zoos, Pets, Fauna Experimentation, Illegal and Legal Trade of Florae and



Faunae, Hunting, Extinct Species, Endangered and Threatened Species, Invasive Florae and Faunae,
Forests, Soils, Intentional Industrial Related Environmental Depredations, Oils Spills, Acid Rain,
Homo sapiens Clash with Nature, Coexisting with Science and Technology, Environmental
Legislation, Grassroots Efforts, Simple Individual Changes, Eco-Generation, Globalization and World
Government, Homo sapiens Pseudo Connection with Nature, Homo sapiens Misconception of
Nature, Unwarranted Fear of Nature, Lost Connection with Nature, and many other social and
environmental issues past and present. What readers have to say: Be forewarned, if you read this
book and understand it fully, you will most likely not see the world the same way ever again and will
contemplate much more about the world around you, society itself, and even yourself and the
lifestyle you are living. This book will make you think more about the Earth and how truly impactful
and self-destructive we are. This book is very insightful about the impacts we are having on Earth
and how we are destroying not only ourselves but the entire Earth we inhabit. Excellent book. Very
sad, but very true. I always knew we were destroying the Earth, but never at this magnitude. This
book contains so much useful information it's like an encyclopedia of the destruction of Earth. A
must read for any conservationist, environmentalist, or anyone interested in helping to save Earth. If
you don't believe in global warming or that we are destroying not only ourselves but the entire Earth
around us, read this book and you will. The most accurate and up to date statistics on the
environmental and social issues currently facing humans. “A story which urgently needs to be told. I
admire both the depth of the research and the passion with which the author brings it to life. I wish I
could find more things to disagree with the author about.”
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Mosh the Polls Tony Kelso, Brian Cogan,
2008-01-01 The purpose of this book is to undertake an analysis from a variety of scholarly
standpoints of the innovative ways in which both the political process and the entertainment
industry appeal to voters under 30 and how these endeavors are received by the intended audience.
Along the way, the book sheds light on the state of the modern American political system and its
relationship to entertainment and popular culture.
  neil postman amusing ourselves to death: Celebrities for Jesus Katelyn Beaty, 2022-08-16
★ Publishers Weekly starred review A must-read for anyone invested in the fate of
evangelicalism.--Publishers Weekly Many Christian leaders use their fame and influence to great
effect. Whether that popularity resides at the local church level or represents national or
international influence, many leaders have effectively said to their followers, Follow me as I follow
Christ. But fame that is cultivated for its own sake, without attendant spiritual maturity and
accountability, has a shadow side that runs counter to the heart of the gospel. Celebrity--defined as
social power without proximity--has led to abuses of power, the cultivation of persona, and a fixation
on profits. In light of the fall of famous Christian leaders in recent years, the time has come for the
church to reexamine its relationship to celebrity. Award-winning journalist Katelyn Beaty explores
the ways fame has reshaped the American church, explains how and why celebrity is woven into the
fabric of the evangelical movement, and identifies many ways fame has gone awry in recent years.
She shows us how evangelical culture is uniquely attracted to celebrity gurus over and against
institutions, and she offers a renewed vision of ordinary faithfulness, helping us all keep fame in its
proper place.
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