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Gospel According to Saint Matthew: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Message and Significance

gospel according to saint matthew is one of the four canonical gospels in the New Testament and
holds a unique place in Christian scripture. This gospel offers a detailed account of the life,
teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and it is particularly valued for its emphasis on
Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. Whether you are a theology student, a curious
reader, or someone seeking a deeper understanding of Christian texts, exploring the gospel
according to Saint Matthew can be both enlightening and inspiring.

The Historical and Cultural Context of the Gospel
According to Saint Matthew

Before diving into the content of the gospel, it's helpful to understand the context in which it was
written. Scholars generally agree that the gospel according to Saint Matthew was composed
sometime between 70 and 90 AD, likely aimed at a predominantly Jewish-Christian audience. This
audience was familiar with Jewish laws and traditions, and Matthew’s gospel seeks to present Jesus
as the promised Messiah that the Hebrew Scriptures foretold.

This gospel bridges the Old and New Testaments by frequently referencing prophecies and showing
how Jesus fulfills them. For example, Matthew cites the prophecy from Isaiah about a virgin bearing
a child (Isaiah 7:14) as a direct fulfillment in the birth of Jesus. This connection helped early Jewish
Christians accept Jesus as the Messiah.

Why Was Matthew’s Gospel Written?

The gospel according to Saint Matthew appears to have multiple purposes:

- To affirm Jesus’ identity as the Messiah and King.
- To teach ethical and spiritual lessons through Jesus’ teachings.
- To provide a comprehensive narrative of Jesus’ ministry for both Jewish and Gentile believers.
- To strengthen the faith of early Christian communities facing persecution.

Understanding these aims helps readers appreciate the structure and focus of the gospel.

Key Themes in the Gospel According to Saint Matthew

The gospel according to Saint Matthew is rich with themes that resonate deeply within Christian
theology and ethics. Let’s explore some of the central themes.



Jesus as the Fulfillment of Prophecy

One of the most prominent themes is the portrayal of Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy. Matthew opens with a genealogy tracing Jesus’ lineage back to Abraham and David,
underscoring his rightful place in Jewish history. Throughout the text, Matthew repeatedly
references Hebrew prophets to demonstrate that Jesus’ life events and mission were foretold, giving
the gospel a strong foundation in Jewish tradition.

The Kingdom of Heaven

Matthew uniquely uses the term “Kingdom of Heaven” rather than “Kingdom of God,” which appears
more frequently in other gospels. This phrase encapsulates both a present spiritual reality and a
future hope. Jesus’ parables, sermons, and miracles all point toward the nature of this kingdom —
one characterized by righteousness, mercy, and justice.

The Sermon on the Mount

Among the most celebrated parts of the gospel according to Saint Matthew is the Sermon on the
Mount (chapters 5-7). Here, Jesus delivers teachings that have profoundly influenced Christian
ethics. The Beatitudes, instructions on prayer, love for enemies, and the call to live with integrity are
all found in this pivotal section. It presents a radical vision of moral living that challenges
conventional norms.

Distinctive Features of the Gospel According to Saint
Matthew

While all four gospels share the story of Jesus, the gospel according to Saint Matthew has distinctive
features that set it apart.

Detailed Genealogy and Birth Narrative

Matthew provides a unique genealogy that links Jesus directly to Abraham and King David,
emphasizing his Jewish heritage and messianic credentials. Additionally, Matthew’s account of Jesus’
birth includes the visit of the Magi, King Herod’s plot, and the flight to Egypt — elements not found
in Luke or Mark. These stories highlight the divine protection and significance of Jesus from the very
beginning.

Emphasis on Jesus’ Teaching Role

Matthew portrays Jesus not only as a miracle worker but especially as a teacher, often referring to



him as “Rabbi.” The gospel includes long discourses, such as the Sermon on the Mount, the Mission
Discourse, and the Parables Discourse, which collectively provide a comprehensive guide to
Christian living.

Strong Focus on the Law

Matthew shows Jesus as the one who fulfills and reinterprets the Mosaic Law. In Matthew 5:17,
Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them.” This emphasis reassures Jewish Christians that faith in Jesus does
not reject the law but completes its purpose.

Understanding the Structure of the Gospel According
to Saint Matthew

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Gospel according to Saint
Matthew?
The main theme of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew is the portrayal of Jesus as the Messiah
and King prophesied in the Old Testament, emphasizing His fulfillment of Jewish prophecy and His
role as a teacher of righteousness.

How does the Gospel of Matthew begin and why is it
significant?
The Gospel of Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus, tracing His lineage back to Abraham. This
is significant because it establishes Jesus' rightful place in Jewish history and highlights His
fulfillment of Old Testament promises.

What are the key teachings found in the Sermon on the Mount
in Matthew?
The Sermon on the Mount includes key teachings such as the Beatitudes, the Lord's Prayer, and
ethical instructions on anger, lust, divorce, love for enemies, and giving to the needy, emphasizing
inner righteousness and moral integrity.

How does Matthew's Gospel differ from the other Synoptic
Gospels?
Matthew's Gospel uniquely emphasizes Jesus' role as the Jewish Messiah, includes a detailed



genealogy, extensive teachings like the Sermon on the Mount, and frequently references Old
Testament prophecies to show their fulfillment in Jesus.

What is the significance of the Great Commission in Matthew
28?
The Great Commission is Jesus' instruction to His disciples to go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them and teaching them to obey His commands. It signifies the universal mission of the
Church and the spread of the Gospel.

How does Matthew portray Jesus' relationship with the Jewish
Law?
Matthew portrays Jesus as fulfilling and deepening the Jewish Law, teaching that He came not to
abolish the Law but to fulfill it, calling His followers to a higher standard of righteousness rooted in
love and obedience.

What role do miracles play in the Gospel according to Saint
Matthew?
Miracles in Matthew's Gospel demonstrate Jesus' divine authority, compassion, and power over
sickness, nature, and evil spirits, serving as signs that authenticate His identity as the Messiah and
Son of God.

Additional Resources
Gospel According to Saint Matthew: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Theology and Literary
Significance

gospel according to saint matthew stands as one of the four canonical gospels of the New
Testament, offering a distinctive portrayal of the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. As the first book in the New Testament, it holds a pivotal role in Christian scripture, both
historically and theologically. Unlike the other synoptic gospels—Mark and Luke—Matthew presents
a unique blend of Jewish tradition and Christian doctrine, emphasizing Jesus as the fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy. This article undertakes a comprehensive and analytical review of the gospel
according to saint matthew, exploring its origins, thematic emphases, literary structure, and its
enduring influence within Christianity and biblical scholarship.

Historical Context and Authorship

Scholars widely attribute the gospel according to saint matthew to the apostle Matthew, also known
as Levi, a former tax collector who became one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. However, modern biblical
criticism suggests the text was likely composed between 70 and 90 CE, decades after Jesus’
crucifixion. This dating places the gospel within a period of significant upheaval for the early
Christian community, particularly after the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem in 70 CE.



The gospel’s Jewish-Christian audience is a crucial factor in understanding its content and style.
Matthew’s Gospel frequently references Hebrew scripture, portraying Jesus as the "New Moses" and
the promised Messiah who fulfills ancient prophecies. This connection underscores the gospel’s
intent to establish Christianity’s roots firmly within Jewish tradition while appealing to a community
negotiating its identity amid both Jewish and Gentile influences.

Textual Features and Literary Structure

One of the defining characteristics of the gospel according to saint matthew is its organized
structure, which scholars often describe as a theological narrative interspersed with five major
discourses or teachings of Jesus. These include:

The Sermon on the Mount (Chapters 5-7)1.

The Mission Discourse (Chapter 10)2.

The Parables of the Kingdom (Chapter 13)3.

The Community Discourse (Chapter 18)4.

The Eschatological Discourse (Chapters 24-25)5.

This deliberate arrangement not only aids readability but also serves a pedagogical function,
presenting Jesus as a teacher whose ethical instructions and prophetic insights form the backbone of
Christian life.

The gospel’s narrative begins with a detailed genealogy linking Jesus to Abraham and King David,
reinforcing his messianic credentials. Unlike the more concise gospel of Mark, Matthew elaborates
on Jesus’ birth and early life, including the famous visit of the Magi and the flight into Egypt, motifs
that highlight divine intervention and fulfillment of prophecy.

Thematic Emphases in the Gospel According to Saint
Matthew

Matthew’s gospel is rich with themes that resonate deeply within Christian theology. Below are key
thematic pillars that define its message:

Jesus as the Fulfillment of Prophecy

A recurring motif in the gospel according to saint matthew is the emphasis on Jesus as the
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. Throughout the text, Matthew uses formulaic phrases such
as "this was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet…" to explicitly connect events in Jesus’ life



with Hebrew scriptures. This approach serves a dual purpose: to authenticate Jesus’ messianic
identity and to appeal to Jewish audiences familiar with these prophecies.

Ethics and Discipleship

The gospel according to saint matthew dedicates considerable attention to ethical instruction,
particularly through the Sermon on the Mount. This section contains some of Christianity’s most
well-known teachings, including the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, and calls to radical love and
forgiveness. Matthew’s portrayal of discipleship demands not only belief but also active obedience
and moral integrity.

Community and Church Formation

Matthew uniquely addresses the structure and discipline of the early Christian community. For
instance, chapter 18 outlines rules for conflict resolution and forgiveness among believers, reflecting
the gospel’s concern with maintaining unity and holiness within the church. This focus indicates that
Matthew’s audience was grappling with issues of communal identity and cohesion.

Comparisons with Other Synoptic Gospels

While Matthew shares much material with Mark and Luke, its distinctive features warrant
comparative analysis to appreciate its unique contribution.

Source Material: Matthew extensively uses Mark as a source but supplements and expands
upon it with additional teachings and narratives, such as the infancy narrative absent in Mark.

Audience: Unlike Luke’s emphasis on Gentile inclusion, Matthew’s gospel is more oriented
toward a Jewish-Christian readership, evident in its frequent scriptural citations and concern
with Jewish law.

Theological Focus: Matthew highlights Jesus’ role as a teacher and lawgiver, often
paralleling Moses, whereas Mark emphasizes the suffering servant motif, and Luke focuses on
social justice and compassion.

These distinctions underline Matthew’s theological and pastoral priorities, shaping how the gospel
has been interpreted throughout history.

Pros and Cons of Matthew’s Gospel in Contemporary



Scholarship

From a scholarly perspective, the gospel according to saint matthew offers both valuable insights
and certain challenges.

Pros: Its detailed narrative and theological depth provide a rich resource for understanding
early Christian beliefs and Jewish-Christian relations. The gospel’s structured presentation
aids thematic study and liturgical use.

Cons: Some critics argue that Matthew’s heavy reliance on Old Testament prophecy can
sometimes feel forced or overly formulaic. Additionally, the gospel’s portrayal of Jewish
leaders has been scrutinized for contributing to anti-Judaic sentiments in later history.

Despite these critiques, Matthew’s gospel remains a foundational text for biblical studies and
Christian theology alike.

Legacy and Influence of the Gospel According to Saint
Matthew

The gospel according to saint matthew has profoundly influenced Christian liturgy, doctrine, and art.
Its teachings form the basis of many Christian ethical frameworks, and its narrative elements inspire
countless sermons and theological reflections. Moreover, the gospel’s emphasis on Jesus as the
fulfillment of Jewish prophecy has been central to dialogues between Christian and Jewish scholars,
fostering deeper interfaith understanding.

In the realm of biblical scholarship, Matthew continues to be a subject of intense academic inquiry,
with ongoing debates about its sources, historical context, and theological intentions. Its rich literary
style and complex themes ensure that the gospel according to saint matthew remains a vital
component of both religious devotion and scholarly research.

Through its comprehensive portrayal of Jesus’ life and teachings, the gospel according to saint
matthew offers a nuanced and enduring vision of Christian faith that bridges tradition and
innovation, history and theology.

Gospel According To Saint Matthew

  gospel according to saint matthew: The Gospel According to Matthew , 1999 The publication
of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an
extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged as the greatest
influence on English-language literature in history. Now, world-class literary writers introduce the
book of the King James Bible in a series of beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The
introducers' passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with the spirituality and the

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-152/gospel-according-to-saint-matthew.pdf


language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of literature and remind us of its
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presented in Matthew's account, enhanced by Sadler's erudite notes and explanations. This edition
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and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
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one of the cornerstone texts of Christianity with The Gospel According To Saint Matthew, A New Tr.
With Notes And A Harmony. This meticulously crafted translation offers readers a new gateway into
the Gospel according to Matthew, enhanced with insightful notes and a harmony of the Gospels.
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believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  gospel according to saint matthew: The Gospel of St. Matthew John C. Fenton, 1964
  gospel according to saint matthew: A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel
According to Saint Matthew: Introduction and commentary on Matthew I-VII William David Davies,
Dale C. Allison, 1988 'How should this massive work of scholarship be assessed? The three volumes
stand as one of the major commentaries on the Gospel of Matthew in which all future interpreters of
the Gospel will find a source of fruitful dialogue and helpful ideas. It is a must have, both in libraries
and in footnotes. Davies and Allison are to be thoroughly commended on the fruits of their
considerable toil.' Robert K. McIver, Seminary Studies>
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Thomas Aquinas, 2011-12-31 The Commentary on the Gospel According to St. Matthew is a
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  gospel according to saint matthew: The Gospel According to Saint Matthew Saint



Matthew, 2015-07-20 The Bible, as we know it today, is a single Holy book compiled of many Holy
books. The Foster Collection of Bible Books brings you each individual book separately as it
originally was many years ago. This book is presented in the King James Version and in Large Print
(18 Point). Enjoy learning and reading The Gospel According to Saint Matthew, the first book of the
Bible's New Testament. Published by Richard B. Foster
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