
christian philosophy of faith and healing
Christian Philosophy of Faith and Healing: Exploring the Divine Connection

christian philosophy of faith and healing offers a profound perspective on the intersection of
spirituality and physical well-being. Rooted deeply in biblical teachings, this philosophy emphasizes
the power of faith, prayer, and divine intervention in the process of healing. Throughout history,
believers have turned to their faith as a source of comfort and restoration, trusting that God’s grace
can bring about miraculous recoveries and inner peace. Understanding this philosophy requires
delving into its theological foundations, historical context, and practical implications for modern life.

The Foundations of Christian Philosophy of Faith and
Healing

At its core, the christian philosophy of faith and healing is anchored in the belief that God is the
ultimate healer. This worldview asserts that healing is not merely a physical phenomenon but a
holistic process that involves the body, mind, and spirit. The Bible contains numerous accounts of
Jesus Christ healing the sick, blind, and lame, which serve as foundational texts supporting this
belief.

Biblical Basis for Healing Through Faith

The Bible is replete with examples where faith plays a central role in the healing process. Stories
such as the healing of the paralytic (Mark 2:1-12) and the woman who touched Jesus’ garment to be
healed (Mark 5:25-34) illustrate that faith acts as a conduit for divine power. These narratives
suggest that healing often accompanies sincere belief and trust in God’s ability to restore health.

Moreover, the Apostle Paul’s letters frequently mention healing as a gift of the Spirit (1 Corinthians
12:9-10), highlighting that healing is part of the Christian community’s spiritual experience. This
reinforces the idea that faith is not passive but active, involving prayer, confession, and sometimes
laying on of hands.

The Role of Prayer and Community

Prayer is a vital element in the christian philosophy of faith and healing. It is through prayer that
believers communicate with God, express their needs, and invite divine intervention. Prayer can be
personal or communal, with the latter often seen as more powerful due to the collective faith and
support of the church body.

The New Testament encourages believers to pray for the sick and anoint them with oil in the name
of the Lord (James 5:14-15). This practice embodies the tangible expression of faith, combining
spiritual petition with physical action. The community’s role in supporting those who are ill also
reflects the biblical mandate to bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2), fostering a holistic



approach to healing.

Historical Perspectives on Faith and Healing in
Christianity

Christian philosophy of faith and healing has evolved over centuries, influenced by cultural,
theological, and medical developments. Early Christians saw miraculous healings as signs of God’s
kingdom, often performed by apostles and saints. These healings were not only physical but
symbolic, representing spiritual restoration and hope.

Medieval to Modern Views

During the Middle Ages, the church played a central role in healthcare, with monasteries serving as
centers for both spiritual and physical healing. The belief in saints’ intercession and relics was
widespread, and pilgrimages to holy sites were common for those seeking healing.

The Reformation brought shifts in emphasis, focusing more on personal faith and scripture over
ritual. However, the belief in divine healing persisted, albeit with varying interpretations among
different denominations.

In contemporary Christianity, faith healing continues to be a significant aspect, especially within
Pentecostal and Charismatic movements. These groups emphasize the gifts of the Spirit, including
healing, as ongoing experiences available to believers today.

Integration with Medical Science

One of the ongoing discussions within the christian philosophy of faith and healing is the
relationship between faith-based healing and medical treatment. Many Christians advocate for a
complementary approach, where prayer and faith coexist with modern medicine.

This integration respects the divine as the ultimate source of healing while recognizing the role of
healthcare professionals and scientific advancements. It encourages believers to seek medical help
without abandoning their faith, viewing both as part of God’s provision.

Practical Implications of Christian Philosophy of Faith
and Healing

Understanding this philosophy has meaningful implications for how individuals and communities
approach illness, suffering, and recovery.



Faith as a Source of Hope and Resilience

Faith can provide psychological and emotional strength during times of illness. Believing that God is
present and working for good can foster hope, reduce anxiety, and promote a positive mindset
conducive to healing. This spiritual resilience often translates into better coping mechanisms and
overall well-being.

Guidance for Pastoral Care and Counseling

For pastors, chaplains, and counselors, the christian philosophy of faith and healing offers a
framework for supporting those who are sick or suffering. By combining prayer, scriptural
encouragement, and empathetic listening, caregivers can address both spiritual and emotional
needs.

Encouraging patients to express their doubts and fears openly, while gently guiding them towards
faith-based comfort, can be a powerful tool in holistic healing.

Community Support and Healing Ministries

Churches often establish healing ministries or prayer groups to minister to those facing health
challenges. These initiatives provide not only spiritual support but also a sense of belonging and
care. The shared faith and communal prayers can create an environment where individuals feel
uplifted and strengthened.

Common Misconceptions and Challenges

While the christian philosophy of faith and healing offers profound hope, it is not without
misunderstandings and challenges.

Faith Versus Medical Neglect

One misconception is that relying on faith for healing means rejecting medical treatment altogether.
This is not a universal stance among Christians. Many emphasize that faith and medicine should
work hand in hand, and that seeking medical care is not a lack of faith but a wise use of God’s gifts.

Dealing with Unanswered Prayers

Another challenge is coping with situations where healing does not come despite fervent prayer.
Christian philosophy acknowledges suffering as part of the human experience and sometimes as a
means of spiritual growth. The belief is that God’s plans are ultimately for good, even if immediate



healing does not occur.

Pastoral care often includes helping individuals find meaning and peace in such circumstances,
reinforcing that faith is not solely about outcomes but about trusting God’s presence throughout
life’s trials.

Living Out the Christian Philosophy of Faith and
Healing Daily

Incorporating the christian philosophy of faith and healing into everyday life involves cultivating a
relationship with God, nurturing faith, and embracing holistic health.

Practical Ways to Foster Healing Faith

Consistent Prayer: Making prayer a regular part of daily routine invites God’s presence and
peace.

Scripture Meditation: Reflecting on healing passages of the Bible strengthens belief and
hope.

Community Engagement: Joining prayer groups or church ministries fosters support and
shared faith.

Healthy Lifestyle: Honoring the body as God’s temple through nutrition, rest, and exercise
complements spiritual healing.

Seeking Guidance: Consulting spiritual leaders or counselors when facing illness encourages
holistic care.

By integrating these practices, believers can experience a balanced approach that nurtures both
spiritual and physical well-being.

The christian philosophy of faith and healing invites us to see beyond the physical symptoms and to
embrace a journey where faith, hope, and divine love play transformative roles. Whether facing
minor ailments or serious illnesses, this philosophy offers a comforting reminder that healing is
ultimately a gift from God, accessible through faith and sustained by community.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Christian philosophy of faith and healing?
The Christian philosophy of faith and healing is the belief that through faith in Jesus Christ,
individuals can experience physical, emotional, and spiritual healing. This philosophy emphasizes
trust in God's power and promises as revealed in the Bible, often incorporating prayer, scripture
reading, and the laying on of hands.

How does faith play a role in healing according to Christian
teachings?
In Christian teachings, faith is seen as essential for healing because it involves trusting in God's
ability and willingness to heal. Scriptures such as James 5:14-15 highlight the importance of faith
when praying for the sick, suggesting that healing is a manifestation of God's grace through belief.

Are miracles of healing still relevant in contemporary
Christianity?
Yes, many Christian denominations believe that miracles of healing continue to occur today as a sign
of God's ongoing power and presence. Charismatic and Pentecostal movements especially emphasize
divine healing as an active part of their faith experience.

What biblical examples illustrate the connection between faith
and healing?
Several biblical accounts illustrate this connection, such as Jesus healing the woman who touched
His garment in faith (Mark 5:25-34) and the healing of the paralytic lowered through the roof (Mark
2:1-12), both demonstrating that faith is integral to receiving healing.

How do Christian philosophers reconcile faith healing with
medical science?
Christian philosophers often view faith healing and medical science as complementary rather than
contradictory. They argue that God can work through medical means while also responding to
prayer and faith, encouraging believers to seek medical help while trusting in God's healing power.

Can lack of healing be seen as a lack of faith in Christian
philosophy?
While some may interpret it that way, many Christian philosophers caution against equating lack of
healing with lack of faith. They acknowledge that God's will is ultimately sovereign and that
suffering can have purposes beyond human understanding, emphasizing trust in God's plan
regardless of outcomes.

How does the Christian philosophy of faith and healing impact



pastoral care?
The philosophy encourages pastors and church leaders to support the sick through prayer,
encouragement, and spiritual guidance. It fosters hope and community support, helping individuals
cope with illness while nurturing their faith in God's healing and comfort.

Additional Resources
Christian Philosophy of Faith and Healing: An Analytical Exploration

christian philosophy of faith and healing has long been a subject of profound interest and
debate within theological, medical, and philosophical circles. Rooted deeply in biblical texts and
centuries of Christian tradition, this philosophy intertwines spiritual belief with the human
experience of health, illness, and recovery. This article delves into the nuances of the Christian
philosophy of faith and healing, examining its historical foundations, theological interpretations, and
the practical implications it holds for contemporary believers and healthcare providers alike.

Historical Context and Theological Foundations

The Christian philosophy of faith and healing finds its origins in the ministry of Jesus Christ, whose
healing miracles are extensively chronicled in the New Testament. These accounts not only illustrate
physical restoration but also symbolize spiritual renewal, underscoring the inseparability of body
and soul in Christian thought. Early Church Fathers such as Augustine and Origen further developed
these ideas, emphasizing divine grace and the intercession of faith as critical components in the
healing process.

Central to this philosophy is the belief that God is both the creator and sustainer of life, possessing
ultimate authority over health and disease. Healing, therefore, is often understood as an act of
divine intervention facilitated through faith. Scriptural passages like James 5:14-16, which advocates
for prayer and anointing of the sick, serve as foundational texts supporting this view.

Faith as a Catalyst for Healing

Within Christian philosophy, faith is not merely passive belief but an active trust in God’s power to
heal. It operates on the premise that faith can influence both spiritual and physical well-being. This
perspective is reflected in numerous biblical narratives where individuals are healed as a direct
result of their faith—such as the woman with the issue of blood who was healed by touching Jesus’s
garment (Mark 5:25-34).

The role of faith extends beyond individual belief to communal practices. Prayer groups, laying on of
hands, and sacraments like the Anointing of the Sick exemplify how faith manifests collectively to
invoke healing. These practices highlight the relational and ecclesial dimensions of the Christian
healing philosophy, emphasizing that healing is not solely an individual experience but also a
communal act of faith.



Intersections with Modern Medicine and Psychology

The relationship between Christian faith-based healing and contemporary medical science presents
a complex dialogue. On one hand, many Christian communities embrace medical treatment as a gift
from God, recognizing doctors and medicine as instruments of divine healing. On the other, some
strands of Christian philosophy prioritize prayer and spiritual intervention, occasionally leading to
tensions with conventional healthcare approaches.

Studies in the field of psychoneuroimmunology suggest that faith and spirituality can have
measurable effects on health outcomes, such as stress reduction and enhanced immune function.
This scientific insight provides a bridge between the metaphysical aspects of faith and the
physiological processes of healing, lending empirical weight to certain elements of the Christian
philosophy of faith and healing.

Yet, this integration is not without challenges. Critics argue that overemphasis on faith healing
might discourage timely medical intervention, potentially endangering lives. Consequently, many
Christian healthcare providers advocate for a balanced approach that honors both spiritual and
medical dimensions of healing.

Pros and Cons of Faith-Centered Healing Approaches

Pros:

Provides emotional and spiritual support that can enhance psychological resilience.

Fosters community and social support through shared faith practices.

May contribute to improved coping mechanisms during illness.

Integrates holistic care addressing both body and spirit.

Cons:

Potential for neglecting or delaying necessary medical treatment.

Risk of unrealistic expectations regarding miraculous healing.

Possible psychological distress when healing does not occur despite faith.

Varied interpretations can lead to inconsistencies in practice.



Faith and Healing in Contemporary Christian Practice

In modern Christian communities, the philosophy of faith and healing continues to thrive, adapting
to new cultural and medical landscapes. Pentecostal and Charismatic movements, for example, place
a strong emphasis on the gifts of the Holy Spirit, including healing. Healing services, prayer
ministries, and testimonies of miraculous recoveries are central to their worship and outreach.

Meanwhile, more traditional denominations may incorporate healing within the context of pastoral
care and sacraments, balancing spiritual support with encouragement towards medical treatment.
This diversity reflects the broader spectrum of interpretation and practice within Christianity,
underscoring the dynamic nature of its philosophy of faith and healing.

Implications for Healthcare Providers

For healthcare professionals working with Christian patients, understanding the philosophy of faith
and healing is crucial for culturally competent care. Recognizing the significance of spiritual beliefs
can improve patient-provider communication and foster trust. Many hospitals now include
chaplaincy services and integrate spiritual care into treatment plans, acknowledging the holistic
needs of patients.

Healthcare providers are encouraged to respect patients' faith-related choices while advocating for
evidence-based medical care. This nuanced approach can help navigate ethical dilemmas and
support patients in making informed decisions that align with both their health needs and spiritual
convictions.

Philosophical Reflections on Suffering and Healing

A core component of the Christian philosophy of faith and healing involves grappling with the
meaning of suffering. Unlike secular views that may see illness purely as a biological malfunction,
Christian thought often frames suffering as a complex phenomenon with spiritual significance. It can
be perceived as a test of faith, a means of participating in Christ’s own suffering, or a catalyst for
spiritual growth.

This perspective complicates simplistic notions of healing as merely physical restoration. It invites
believers to seek wholeness that transcends bodily health, encompassing reconciliation, forgiveness,
and hope. Consequently, healing is not always synonymous with cure, challenging both patients and
caregivers to embrace a more expansive understanding of health.

The tension between accepting suffering and seeking healing is a recurring theme in Christian
philosophy, prompting ongoing theological reflection and pastoral sensitivity.

Christian philosophy of faith and healing remains a multifaceted and evolving domain, bridging
ancient scriptural teachings with contemporary healthcare realities. Its enduring influence attests to
the profound human desire to find meaning, hope, and restoration amid the trials of illness. As
society continues to navigate the interplay between spirituality and medicine, the dialogue shaped
by this philosophy will undoubtedly persist as a vital component of holistic human care.



Christian Philosophy Of Faith And Healing

  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Helping and Healing Edmund D. Pellegrino, David
C. Thomasma, 1997-02-01 Exploring the moral foundations of the healing relationship, Edmund D.
Pellegrino and David C. Thomasma offer the health care professional a highly readable Christian
philosophy of medicine. This book examines the influence religious beliefs have on the kind of
person the health professional should be, on the health care policies a society should adopt, and on
what constitutes healing in its fullest sense. Helping and Healing looks at the ways a religious
perspective shapes the healing relationship and the ethics of that relationship. Pellegrino and
Thomasma seek to clarify the role of religious belief in health care by providing a moral basis for
such commitment as well as a balancing role for reason. This book establishes a common ground for
believers and skeptics alike in their dedication to relieve suffering by showing that helping and
healing require an involvement in the religious values of patients. It clearly argues that religion
provides crucial insights into medical practice and morality that cannot be ignored, even in our
morally heterogeneous society. Central to the authors' message is the concept of patients'
vulnerabilities and the need to help them recover not only from the disease but also from an
existential assault on their personhood. They then show how this understanding can move caregivers
to view their professions as vocations and thereby change the nature of health care from a business
to a community of healing. Physicians, nurses, administrators, clergy, theologians, and other health
professionals and church leaders will find this volume helpful for their own reflections on the role of
religion in the health care ministry and for making a religious commitment integral to their
professional lives.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Healing by Faith, Or Primitive Mind Cure:
Elementary Lessons in Christian Philosophy and Transcendental Medicine (1885) Warren
Felt Evans, 2008-08-01 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its
age, it may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because
we believe this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for
protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern
editions that are true to the original work.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: The Christian Evangelist , 1905
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: The Primitive Mind Cure - The Nature and
Power of Faith; Or Elementary Lessons in Christian Philosophy and Transcendental
Medicine Warren Felt Evans, William Al-Sharif, 2021-06-28 “The Primitive Mind Cure” is an 1885
treatise on the ability of the mind to heal with reference to Christian philosophy and transcendental
medicine, by Warren Felt Evans. This vintage book is highly recommended for those with an interest
in the power of the mind and the New Thought movement in particular. Contents include: “What are
Ideas, and What is Idealism?”, “The Application of the Idealistic Philosophy of the Cure of Mental
and Bodily Maladies”, “The Triune Constitution of Man and the Discovery of the True Self”, “The
Saving Power of the Spirit of Man”, “Happiness and Health, and Where they are to be Found”, etc.
Warren Felt Evans (1817–1889) was an American author famous for his writings related to the New
Thought movement, a movement originating from 19th century United States based upon the ideas
that God exists everywhere, sickness originates in the mind, and that thinking “correctly” has the
ability to heal. He became a proponent of the movement during 1863 as a result of seeking healing
from Phineas P. Quimby, the movement's founder. Many vintage books such as this are becoming
increasingly scarce and expensive. We are republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern,
high-quality edition complete with an essay by William Al-Sharif.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: The Foundations of the Christian Faith Charles
Wesley Rishell, 1899

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-152/christian-philosophy-of-faith-and-healing.pdf


  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Christian Science Sentinel , 1898
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Subject Headings Used in the Dictionary
Catalogs of the Library of Congress Library of Congress, Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging
Division, 1966
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Subject Headings Used in the Dictionary Catalogs
of the Library of Congress [from 1897 Through June 1964] Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging
Division, 1966
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Where'd He Get That? Margo Ruark, 2010-06-04
With foreword by Rev. Dr. Jane Claypool ...A monumental achievement. Every minister in the field
will want to have and use a copy right now! The definitive cross reference between The Science of
Mind by Ernest Holmes and the Holy Bible. With over 750 references to Bible verses, this reference
is a must have for ministers, translators, and teachers. Completely revised and updated to include
other source references! Compliments existing material on the Allegorical Bible, Rescuing the Bible
from Fundamentalism and all entry level classes with the textbook.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Catalogue of the Library ... Military Order of the
Loyal Legion of the United States. Commandery of the State of Illinois, 1902
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Catalogue of the Library of the Illinois State
Penitentiary, Joliet, Illinois , 1902
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: The Challenges of Integrating Religion and
Spirituality into Psychotherapy Francis A. Martin, 2024-04-23 This book examines personal and
professional understandings of religion in psychotherapy and advocates for integrity, competency,
and cultural pluralism in clinical practice. A major feature of this book is that it confirms the massive
proliferation of religion-oriented approaches to counseling and therapy in recent years. It attributes
this rise to opportunism and exaggerated individualism among therapists and to the frequent
failures of professional associations, clinical preparation programs, and other influences. In
response to these influences, it identifies the need for guiding principles for integrating religion into
therapy, discusses the religious issues that clients bring to therapy, and advocates for major changes
in clinical practice, with emphasis on integrity and competence. Building on a large volume of
research and using evidence-based conclusions, it clarifies how these two major features of
contemporary life can be integrated with integrity and competence. The author maintains that
religion should be a feature of the practice of counseling and therapy, so long as it addresses the
clinically relevant needs of clients. However, it also explores how the religion of counselors and
therapists often expresses the needs of counselors and therapists, instead of addressing the needs of
their clients. In the context of these questions and discussion of contentious challenges, this book
provides guidelines for relating religion with clinical practice and recommends needed actions by
clinical preparation programs, professional associations, individual therapists, state legislatures,
licensing boards, social service agencies, and corporations. All of this stands on the conspicuous
need for professional accountability in the delivery of mental health care.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics James
Hastings, John Alexander Selbie, Louis Herbert Gray, 1928
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Bad Faith Paul A Offit, 2015-03-10 In recent years,
there have been major outbreaks of whooping cough among children in California, mumps in New
York, and measles in Ohio's Amish country -- despite the fact that these are all vaccine-preventable
diseases. Although America is the most medically advanced place in the world, many people
disregard modern medicine in favor of using their faith to fight life threatening illnesses. Christian
Scientists pray for healing instead of going to the doctor, Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood
transfusions, and ultra-Orthodox Jewish mohels spread herpes by using a primitive ritual to clean the
wound. Tragically, children suffer and die every year from treatable diseases, and in most states it is
legal for parents to deny their children care for religious reasons. In twenty-first century America,
how could this be happening? In Bad Faith, acclaimed physician and author Dr. Paul Offit gives
readers a never-before-seen look into the minds of those who choose to medically martyr



themselves, or their children, in the name of religion. Offit chronicles the stories of these faithful and
their children, whose devastating experiences highlight the tangled relationship between religion
and medicine in America. Religious or not, this issue reaches everyone -- whether you are seeking
treatment at a Catholic hospital or trying to keep your kids safe from diseases spread by their
unvaccinated peers. Replete with vivid storytelling and complex, compelling characters, Bad Faith
makes a strenuous case that denying medicine to children in the name of religion isn't't just unwise
and immoral, but a rejection of the very best aspects of what belief itself has to offer.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Health and Wellness in Colonial America
Rebecca Tannenbaum Ph.D., 2012-08-17 This book provides a broad introduction to medical
practices among Anglo-Americans, Native Americans, and African Americans during the colonial
period, covering everything from dentistry to childcare practices to witchcraft. It is ideal for college
or advanced high school courses in early American history, the history of medicine, or general social
history. Health and Wellness in Colonial America covers all aspects of medicine from surgery to the
role of religion in healing, giving readers a comprehensive overall picture of medical practices from
1600 to 1800—a topic that speaks volumes about the living conditions during that period. In this
book, an introductory chapter describes the ways in which all three cultures in colonial
America—European, African, and Native American—thought about medicine. The work covers
academic and scientific medicine as well as folk practices, women's role in healing, and the
traditions of Native Americans and African Americans. Because of its broad scope, the book will be
highly useful to advanced high school students; undergraduate students in various areas of studies,
such as early American history, women's history, and history of medicine; and general readers
interested in the history of medicine.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Encyclopedia of Evangelicalism Randall
Herbert Balmer, 2004 In this completely revised and expanded edition of the Encyclopedia of
Evangelicalism, Randall Balmer gives readers the most comprehensive resource about
evangelicalism available anywhere. With over 3,000 separate entries, the Encyclopedia of
Evangelicalism covers historical and contemporary theologians, preachers, laity, cultural figures,
musicians, televangelists, movements, organizations, denominations, folkways, theological terms,
events, and much more--all penned in Balmer's engaging style. Students, scholars, journalists, and
laypersons will all benefit from Balmer's insights.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Healing at the Borderland of Medicine and
Religion Michael H. Cohen, 2007-09-06 One of the transformations facing health care in the
twenty-first century is the safe, effective, and appropriate integration of conventional, or biomedical,
care with complementary and alternative medical (CAM) therapies, such as acupuncture,
chiropractic, massage therapy, herbal medicine, and spiritual healing. In Healing at the Borderland
of Medicine and Religion, Michael H. Cohen discusses the need for establishing rules and standards
to facilitate appropriate integration of conventional and CAM therapies. The kind of integrated
health care many patients seek dwells in a borderland between the physical and the spiritual,
between the quantifiable and the immeasurable, Cohen observes. But the present environment fails
to present clear rules for clinicians regarding which therapies to recommend, accept, or discourage,
and how to discuss patient requests regarding inclusion of such therapies. Focusing on the social,
intellectual, and spiritual dimensions of integrative care and grounding his analysis in the attendant
legal, regulatory, and institutional changes, Cohen provides a multidisciplinary examination of the
shift to a more fluid, pluralistic health care environment.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Catalogue of the General Theological Library,
Boston, Massachusetts General Theological Library, 1913
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Faith Healing, Christian Science and Kindred
Phenomena J. M. Buckley, 2014-03 This Is A New Release Of The Original 1892 Edition.
  christian philosophy of faith and healing: Religion and Medicine Jeffrey S. Levin, 2020 In
Religion and Medicine, Dr. Jeff Levin, distinguished Baylor University epidemiologist, outlines the
longstanding history of multifaceted interconnections between the institutions of religion and



medicine. He traces the history of the encounter between these two institutions from antiquity
through to the present day, highlighting a myriad of contemporary alliances between the faith-based
and medical sectors. Religion and Medicine tells the story of: religious healers and religiously
branded hospitals and healthcare institutions; pastoral professionals involved in medical missions,
healthcare chaplaincy, and psychological counseling; congregational health promotion and disease
prevention programs and global health initiatives; research studies on the impact of religious and
spiritual beliefs and practices on physical and mental health, well-being, and healing; programs and
centers for medical research and education within major universities and academic institutions;
religiously informed bioethics and clinical decision-making; and faith-based health policy initiatives
and advocacy for healthcare reform. Religion and Medicine is the first book to cover the full breadth
of this subject. It documents religion-medicine alliances across religious traditions, throughout the
world, and over the course of history. It summarizes a wide range of material of relevance to
historians, medical professionals, pastors and theologians, bioethicists, scientists, public health
educators, and policymakers. The product of decades of rigorous and focused research, Dr. Levin
has produced the most comprehensive history of these developments and the finest introduction to
this emerging field of scholarship.--
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