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Bill Bryson: A History of Nearly Everything

bill bryson a history of nearly everything is a fascinating journey through science, history, and the incredible
story of our universe. Bill Bryson, known for his witty and accessible writing style, manages to tackle some
of the most complex subjects in an engaging and easy-to-understand manner. This book is not just a simple
recount of scientific facts but a vivid exploration of how humans have come to understand the world around
them. Whether you are a science enthusiast or just curious about the mysteries of life, this book offers a
treasure trove of knowledge wrapped in humor and insight.

Who is Bill Bryson?

Before diving into the book itself, it’s worth taking a moment to appreciate the author. Bill Bryson is a
celebrated travel writer and author who transitioned into writing popular science books. His unique ability to
make complicated topics approachable has earned him a wide readership. With "A History of Nearly Everything,"
Bryson stepped away from travel narratives and took on the challenge of explaining the origins and workings
of the universe, Earth, and life itself.

Exploring the Scope of "A History of Nearly Everything"

One of the most impressive features of Bill Bryson’s book is its vast scope. Rather than focusing on a single
scientific discipline, Bryson covers a broad range of subjects, including physics, chemistry, geology, biology,
and astronomy. The book attempts to answer some of humanity’s most profound questions: How did the
universe begin? What is the nature of time and space? How did life evolve on Earth?

From the Big Bang to Human Evolution

The narrative begins with the Big Bang—the explosive birth of the universe—and moves through the formation
of stars, planets, and eventually Earth. Bryson then traces the development of life from microscopic organisms
to complex creatures, culminating in the emergence of humans. This sweeping timeline helps readers grasp the
immense scale of time and the fragility of our existence.

Making Science Accessible and Enjoyable

One of the key reasons the book has resonated with so many readers is Bryson’s approachable style. He doesn’t
just list facts; he tells stories about the scientists behind the discoveries, often highlighting their quirks,
failures, and triumphs. This humanizes the scientific process and makes the material relatable. For example,
Bryson shares anecdotes about famous figures like Isaac Newton and Marie Curie, bringing history to life.

Key Themes in Bill Bryson’s Work

While "A History of Nearly Everything" covers a dizzying array of topics, several themes stand out that tie
the book together.



The Wonder of the Natural World

Bryson’s writing conveys a deep sense of awe for the universe’s complexity and beauty. His descriptions of
natural phenomena are vivid, encouraging readers to appreciate the world in new ways. This theme is a reminder
that science is not just about data; it’s about curiosity and wonder.

The Fragility of Earth and Life

Throughout the book, there is an underlying message about the delicate balance that allows life to exist on
our planet. Bryson discusses how many events had to align perfectly for Earth to become habitable, emphasizing
the rarity and preciousness of our home.

The Human Quest for Knowledge

Another recurring motif is the relentless human drive to understand our surroundings. From ancient
astronomers to modern physicists, the book highlights the many efforts and breakthroughs that comprise the
scientific endeavor.

Why "A History of Nearly Everything" Stands Out

Many books attempt to explain science to the general public, but few succeed with the charm and clarity that
Bill Bryson brings.

Engaging Storytelling Meets Rigorous Research

Bryson combines meticulous research with a conversational tone, making complex ideas digestible without
oversimplifying. Readers often find themselves both entertained and enlightened, a rare feat in science writing.

Bridging Gaps Between Disciplines

Because the book covers multiple scientific fields, it provides a holistic view that helps readers see the
connections between different areas of knowledge. This interdisciplinary approach enriches understanding and
highlights how science is an interconnected web.

Inspiring Curiosity and Lifelong Learning

Many readers have reported that "A History of Nearly Everything" sparked a newfound interest in science.
Bryson’s curiosity is infectious, encouraging readers to ask their own questions and seek out more information.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating the Book

Given the breadth and depth of the material, some readers might feel overwhelmed. Here are a few suggestions to
get the most out of Bill Bryson’s work:



Take Your Time: The book is rich with information. Reading it slowly allows ideas to sink in and makes
the experience more enjoyable.

Follow Up on Interesting Topics: Bryson mentions many fascinating concepts and scientists. Use these as
starting points for further exploration.

Discuss with Others: Sharing insights and questions with friends or book clubs can deepen your
understanding.

Don’t Worry About Everything: It’s okay not to grasp every scientific detail. The goal is to appreciate
the big picture and be inspired.

The Impact of "A History of Nearly Everything" on Popular Science

Since its release, Bill Bryson’s book has become a landmark in popular science literature. It has won numerous
awards and been translated into multiple languages, reaching a global audience. Its success helped demonstrate
that science writing can be both informative and entertaining, paving the way for other authors to explore
similar territory.

Encouraging a Wider Audience to Embrace Science

One of the greatest achievements of the book is how it breaks down barriers often associated with scientific
subjects. By avoiding jargon and injecting humor, Bryson makes science feel accessible to people who might
otherwise feel intimidated.

Influence on Science Communication

The book has influenced educators, writers, and communicators to adopt more engaging styles when presenting
scientific topics. It has shown the value of storytelling and personality in making complex subjects resonate.

Final Thoughts on Bill Bryson’s Contribution

Bill Bryson’s "A History of Nearly Everything" is more than just a book; it’s an invitation to marvel at the
universe and the human endeavor to comprehend it. By weaving together history, science, and humor, Bryson
creates a work that is both educational and deeply enjoyable. Whether you are a casual reader or a science
buff, this book offers something valuable: a chance to see the world anew and appreciate the remarkable story
of everything around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Bill Bryson's 'A Short History of Nearly
Everything'?

'A Short History of Nearly Everything' explores the history of science and the universe, explaining complex



scientific concepts in an accessible and engaging way for general readers.

How does Bill Bryson approach scientific topics in 'A Short History of
Nearly Everything'?

Bryson uses humor, storytelling, and clear explanations to make scientific topics understandable and
interesting, often highlighting the quirky personalities of scientists and the surprising nature of scientific
discoveries.

Why is 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' considered popular among
non-scientists?

The book breaks down complex scientific ideas into simple language without jargon, making it appealing to
readers without a scientific background while still being informative and entertaining.

What inspired Bill Bryson to write 'A Short History of Nearly Everything'?

Bryson was inspired by his own curiosity and frustration about the lack of accessible science books for
general readers, aiming to bridge that gap with a comprehensive yet readable overview of the natural world.

Does 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' cover recent scientific
discoveries?

The book covers scientific knowledge up to its publication in 2003, including many foundational discoveries,
but it does not include the most recent scientific advances made after that time.

What makes Bill Bryson’s writing style unique in 'A Short History of
Nearly Everything'?

Bryson’s writing is characterized by wit, curiosity, and a conversational tone that makes learning science
enjoyable and engaging for readers of all ages.

How does 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' handle the topic of the
universe's origins?

The book explains the Big Bang theory and the formation of the universe in an accessible way, describing the
scientific evidence and the key figures involved in developing these ideas.

Has 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' received any awards or
recognition?

Yes, the book has received critical acclaim, including the Aventis Prize for Science Books, and is widely praised
for its contribution to popular science literature.

Is 'A Short History of Nearly Everything' suitable for educational
purposes?

Yes, the book is often used in educational settings to introduce students to scientific concepts and the history
of science because of its clear explanations and engaging storytelling.



Additional Resources
Bill Bryson’s A History of Nearly Everything: Unveiling Science for the Curious Mind

bill bryson a history of nearly everything stands as a remarkable achievement in popular science writing,
bridging the often intimidating gap between complex scientific concepts and the general reader. Published in 2003,
this work offers an expansive exploration of the universe, from the origins of the cosmos to the intricacies of
the human body, all framed through Bryson’s engaging narrative style. Unlike traditional textbooks or dense
scientific treatises, this book thrives on accessibility, wit, and a genuine curiosity that invites readers from all
backgrounds to embark on an intellectual journey.

In-depth Analysis of Bill Bryson’s Approach

Bill Bryson’s methodology in crafting A History of Nearly Everything distinguishes the book as more than just
a compilation of facts. His investigative tone carefully balances thorough research with a conversational
style, making complex subjects digestible without oversimplification. Bryson’s extensive interviews with
scientists, combined with deep dives into scientific literature, underpin the book’s credibility. Yet, it is his ability
to humanize science—highlighting the eccentricities and perseverance of researchers—that breathes life into
topics ranging from quantum mechanics to geology.

One of the book’s most compelling features is its broad scope. Covering disciplines such as astronomy,
chemistry, biology, and physics, Bryson maps out a grand narrative of scientific discovery. This sweeping
coverage allows readers to appreciate the interconnectedness of scientific fields, reinforcing how
advancements in one area often catalyze progress in another. The title itself, “A History of Nearly
Everything,” signals this ambitious intent, reflecting an encyclopedic endeavor to provide a panoramic view of
scientific knowledge.

Demystifying Science: Accessibility and Style

A hallmark of Bill Bryson’s writing is his talent for demystification. The book’s tone remains neutral and
investigative, refraining from sensationalism while still capturing the wonder and occasional absurdity
inherent in scientific exploration. By weaving anecdotes and historical context into explanations, Bryson
avoids the pitfalls of dry exposition. For instance, his recounting of the discovery of the Earth’s age or the
nature of black holes is peppered with stories of the scientists’ struggles and setbacks, which makes the
material relatable and memorable.

Moreover, Bryson's use of humor subtly enhances readability without detracting from the seriousness of the
subject matter. This balance contributes to why the book appeals to both science enthusiasts and lay readers.
Unlike many science texts that assume prior knowledge or use jargon, A History of Nearly Everything serves as
an inviting gateway into the scientific world.

Scientific Themes and Key Insights

Within its pages, the book tackles some of the most profound scientific questions:

The Origins of the Universe: Bryson explores the Big Bang theory, cosmic expansion, and the formation of
galaxies, providing a chronological account of how scientists have come to understand the cosmos.

Geological Time and Earth’s Formation: The narrative delves into plate tectonics, the age of the Earth,
and the processes shaping our planet, offering insights into how geological science has evolved.

The Evolution of Life: From single-celled organisms to complex life forms, Bryson discusses



evolutionary biology and the fossil record, emphasizing the contingency and randomness that
characterize natural history.

Human Anatomy and Physiology: The book touches upon the complexity of the human body, illustrating
how scientific inquiry has peeled back layers of mystery surrounding human biology.

These themes are not merely presented as isolated facts but are interwoven to demonstrate the cumulative
nature of scientific knowledge. Bryson also addresses the limitations and uncertainties in science,
acknowledging how theories are refined or replaced over time, thereby fostering a nuanced understanding rather
than blind acceptance.

Comparative Context and Impact

When compared to other popular science books, such as Carl Sagan’s Cosmos or Stephen Hawking’s A Brief
History of Time, Bill Bryson’s A History of Nearly Everything offers a uniquely comprehensive and
approachable angle. Where Cosmos focuses on the universe with a poetic philosophical tone, and Hawking’s
work delves into theoretical physics often with challenging concepts, Bryson casts a wider net, encompassing
multiple scientific disciplines with an eye toward storytelling and clarity.

The book’s impact extends beyond literary success; it has been credited with reviving public interest in science
and inspiring educators to adopt more narrative-driven teaching methods. Its appeal across different age
groups and educational levels underscores the effectiveness of Bryson’s approach.

Pros and Cons of the Book’s Style and Content

Pros:

Engaging narrative that makes science accessible.

Broad coverage of scientific disciplines in one volume.

Incorporation of historical and human elements adds depth.

Clear explanations that avoid overwhelming jargon.

Cons:

Some readers may find the breadth sacrifices depth in certain topics.

Occasional simplifications might not satisfy expert readers.

The narrative can sometimes meander, affecting pacing.

These considerations highlight that while the book excels as an introduction and overview, those seeking
specialized or cutting-edge scientific details might need supplementary resources.



Bill Bryson’s Legacy through A History of Nearly Everything

The enduring popularity of bill bryson a history of nearly everything reflects a broader cultural appetite for
understanding the natural world in an accessible format. Bryson’s work exemplifies how scientific literacy can
be promoted not just through formal education, but also through storytelling that captures imagination
alongside knowledge. His ability to write with clarity and empathy has paved the way for other authors to
tackle complex topics without alienating general audiences.

In an era increasingly shaped by scientific and technological advancements, books like this serve a crucial role
in fostering informed citizens. By illuminating the story of science’s triumphs and mysteries, Bryson encourages
readers to appreciate both the enormity of the universe and the fragile beauty of human existence. This book
remains a touchstone for anyone eager to grasp the foundations of our world through a lens that honors
both rigor and wonder.
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  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson,
2003-05-06 One of the world’s most beloved writers and New York Times bestselling author of A
Walk in the Woods and The Body takes his ultimate journey—into the most intriguing and intractable
questions that science seeks to answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian
Trail—well, most of it. In A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife
Australia has to offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to
understand—and, if possible, answer—the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the
universe and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization,
Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that
end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and often obsessed)
archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and
field camps. He has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed
himself to their powerful minds. A Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and
it is a sometimes profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining
adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never
been more involving or entertaining.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Really Short History of Nearly Everything
Bill Bryson, 2008-10-28 Bill Bryson’s own fascination with science began with a battered old school
book he had when he was about ten or eleven years old. It had an illustration that captivated him–a
diagram showing Earth’s interior as it would look if you cut into it with a large knife and removed
about a quarter of its bulk. The idea of lots of startled cars and people falling off the edge of that
sudden cliff (and 4,000 miles is a pretty long way to fall) was what grabbed him in the beginning, but
gradually his attention turned to what the picture was trying to teach him: namely that Earth’s
interior is made up of several different layers of materials, and at the very centre is a glowing sphere
of iron and nickel, as hot as the Sun’s surface, according to the caption. And he very clearly
remembers thinking: “How do they know that?” Bill’s storytelling skill makes the “How?” and, just as
importantly, the “Who?” of scientific discovery entertaining and accessible for all ages. He covers
the wonder and mystery of time and space, the frequently bizarre and often obsessive scientists and
the methods they used, and the mind-boggling fact that, somehow, the universe exists and against
all odds, life came to be on this wondrous planet we call home.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson,
2011
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: SUMMARY Edition Shortcut (author), 1901
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  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything Bill
Bryson, 2010-03-02 The ultimate eye-opening journey through time and space, A Short History of
Nearly Everything is the biggest-selling popular science book of the 21st century and has sold over 2
million copies. 'Possibly the best scientific primer ever published.' Economist 'Truly impressive...It's
hard to imagine a better rough guide to science.' Guardian 'A travelogue of science, with a witty,
engaging, and well-informed guide' The Times Bill Bryson describes himself as a reluctant traveller,
but even when he stays safely at home he can't contain his curiosity about the world around him. A
Short History of Nearly Everything is his quest to understand everything that has happened from the
Big Bang to the rise of civilization - how we got from there, being nothing at all, to here, being us.
Bill Bryson's challenge is to take subjects that normally bore the pants off most of us, like geology,
chemistry and particle physics, and see if there isn't some way to render them comprehensible to
people who have never thought they could be interested in science. As a result, A Short History of
Nearly Everything reveals the world in a way most of us have never seen it before.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything: Special
Illustrated Edition Bill Bryson, 2010-11-30 This new edition of the acclaimed bestseller is lavishly
illustrated to convey, in pictures as in words, Bill Bryson’s exciting, informative journey into the
world of science. In A Short History of Nearly Everything, the bestselling author of A Walk in the
Woods and The Body, confronts his greatest challenge yet: to understand—and, if possible,
answer—the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as his
territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we
got from there being nothing at all to there being us. The result is a sometimes profound, sometimes
funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as
only Bill Bryson can render it. Now, in this handsome new edition, Bill Bryson’s words are
supplemented by full-color artwork that explains in visual terms the concepts and wonder of science,
at the same time giving face to the major players in the world of scientific study. Eloquently and
entertainingly described, as well as richly illustrated, science has never been more involving or
entertaining.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything 2. 0 Bill
Bryson, 2025-10-21
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything - 10th
Anniversary Edition Bill Bryson, 2013 Now revised and updated to take in the major scientific
developments of the past decade, A Short History of Nearly Everything is Bill Bryson's classic quest
to find out everything that has happened from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization - how we got
from there, being nothing at all, to here, being us. Winner of the Aventis Prize for Science Books and
the Descartes Science Communcation Prize, it became a huge bestseller, and remains one of the
most popular science books of all time. Bill Bryson's challenge was to take subjects that normally
bore the pants off most of us, like geology, chemistry and particle physics, and see if there wasn't
some way to render them comprehensible to people who have never thought they could be
interested in science. On his travels through time and space, he encounters a splendid collection of
astonishingly eccentric, competitive, obsessive and foolish scientists, and takes us on an eye-opening
journey through time and space, revealing the world in a way most of us have never seen it before.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: Summary of Bill Bryson's A Short History of
Nearly Everything Swift Reads, 2021-02-18 Buy now to get the insights from Bill Bryson's A Short
History of Nearly Everything. Sample Insights: 1) Protons are an infinitesimal part of an atom. They
are so microscopic that about 500,000,000,000 of them could fit in a dot of ink. 2) A universe is
created when a proton shrinks down to one billionth of its normal size into a space so small that the
proton looks enormous by comparison. This compact space is then packed with every last mote and
particle of matter. This is how a universe is created.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything: Special
Illustrated Edition Bill Bryson, 2010-10-05 This new edition of the acclaimed bestseller is lavishly
illustrated to convey, in pictures as in words, Bill Bryson’s exciting, informative journey into the



world of science. In A Short History of Nearly Everything, the bestselling author of A Walk in the
Woods and The Body, confronts his greatest challenge yet: to understand—and, if possible,
answer—the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as his
territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we
got from there being nothing at all to there being us. The result is a sometimes profound, sometimes
funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as
only Bill Bryson can render it. Now, in this handsome new edition, Bill Bryson’s words are
supplemented by full-color artwork that explains in visual terms the concepts and wonder of science,
at the same time giving face to the major players in the world of scientific study. Eloquently and
entertainingly described, as well as richly illustrated, science has never been more involving or
entertaining.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything,
Illustrated Edition Bill Bryson, 2010-10-05 Bill Bryson's quest to understand everything that has
happened in the history of the earth, from the Big Bang theory to the rise of civilization and
beyond—revised to reflect the last two decades of scientific advancement. How did we get from
being nothing at all to where we are today? How did the age of the dinosaurs eventually give way to
the age of the iPhone? In this completely revised update to the international phenomenon A Short
History of Nearly Everything, Bill Bryson returns to answer these questions and many more. Bryson
brings a groundbreaking account of life itself to a new generation of readers and wonderers, as he
takes subjects often passed off as boring and incomprehensible and renders them accessible,
fascinating, and outright amusing to anyone who's ever wondered about the world around them.
Introducing readers to a long list of the world's most impressive archaeologists, paleontologists,
physicists, astronomers, anthropologists, and mathematicians—from their offices and laboratories to
dig sites and field camps—Bryson embarks on a journey to discover answers to the biggest questions
about the universe and ourselves. A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0 is a profoundly
enlightening, surprisingly humorous, and charmingly clever adventure into the realm of human
knowledge, as only Bryson can render it. His revamped Short History is a thrilling journey through
time and space, and his writing will make readers both new and old see the world in a whole new
way.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: Una breve historia de casi todo Bill Bryson,
2005-01-02 In this book Bill Bryson explores the most intriguing and consequential questions that
science seeks to answer and attempts to understand everything that has transpired from the Big
Bang to the rise of civilization. To that end, Bill Bryson apprenticed himself to a host of the world's
most profound scientific minds, living and dead. His challenge is to take subjects like geology,
chemistry, paleontology, astronomy, and particle physics and see if there isn't some way to render
them comprehensible to people, like himself, made bored (or scared) stiff of science by school. His
interest is not simply to discover what we know but to find out how we know it. How do we know
what is in the center of the earth, thousands of miles beneath the surface? How can we know the
extent and the composition of the universe, or what a black hole is? How can we know where the
continents were 600 million years ago? How did anyone ever figure these things out? On his travels
through space and time, Bill Bryson encounters a splendid gallery of the most fascinating, eccentric,
competitive, and foolish personalities ever to ask a hard question. In their company, he undertakes a
sometimes profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in
the realms of human knowledge.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: A Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson,
2012-05-15 Bill Bryson's quest to understand everything that has happened in the history of the
earth, from the Big Bang theory to the rise of civilization and beyond—revised to reflect the last two
decades of scientific advancement. How did we get from being nothing at all to where we are today?
How did the age of the dinosaurs eventually give way to the age of the iPhone? In this completely
revised update to the international phenomenon A Short History of Nearly Everything, Bill Bryson
returns to answer these questions and many more. Bryson brings a groundbreaking account of life



itself to a new generation of readers and wonderers, as he takes subjects often passed off as boring
and incomprehensible and renders them accessible, fascinating, and outright amusing to anyone
who's ever wondered about the world around them. Introducing readers to a long list of the world's
most impressive archaeologists, paleontologists, physicists, astronomers, anthropologists, and
mathematicians—from their offices and laboratories to dig sites and field camps—Bryson embarks on
a journey to discover answers to the biggest questions about the universe and ourselves. A Short
History of Nearly Everything 2.0 is a profoundly enlightening, surprisingly humorous, and
charmingly clever adventure into the realm of human knowledge, as only Bryson can render it. His
revamped Short History is a thrilling journey through time and space, and his writing will make
readers both new and old see the world in a whole new way.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: Summary of A Short History of Nearly
Everything SellWave Audio, 2025-09-15 In A Short History of Nearly Everything, bestselling author
Bill Bryson takes on his most ambitious project yet: to make sense of the biggest and oldest
questions about the universe and our place within it. Spanning subjects from the origins of the
cosmos and the Big Bang to the rise of human civilization, Bryson unpacks how existence moved
from nothing at all to the complex, fascinating world we live in today. His gift lies in translating
dense scientific ideas into a narrative that is clear, engaging, and often infused with humor. With A
Short History of Nearly Everything, Bryson delivers an adventure through the realms of science that
is both profound and entertaining. He manages to bring clarity to subjects that often intimidate,
creating a story that makes readers marvel at the intricacies of the natural world while keeping
them thoroughly entertained. This updated edition of A Short History of Nearly Everything adds a
striking visual dimension, featuring full-color illustrations and artwork that bring scientific
discoveries to life. The images highlight both the concepts themselves and the scientists who helped
shape our understanding of them, making the journey through knowledge even more vivid and
memorable. Richly illustrated, eloquently written, and endlessly captivating, A Short History of
Nearly Everything remains one of the most engaging introductions to science and human curiosity
ever published.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: Quicklet on Bill Bryson's A Short History of Nearly
Everything (CliffNotes-like Summary) Nicole Cipri, 2012-02-24 ABOUT THE BOOK In his
introduction to A Short History of Nearly Everything, author Bill Bryson describes a childhood
experience common to many of us: a brief infatuation with science, with all its potential and
possibility. For Bryson, it was inspired by a textbook’s cut-away illustration of the interior strata of
the Earth, with the molten core at the center. For myself, it was a children’s biography of Jacques
Cousteau. Excited by the nearly endless prospects of science, the questions that could finally satisfy
a child’s curiosity, we both reached for more books, and found our budding passions firmly squashed
by an impenetrable wall of unfathomable writing. As Bryson writes in his introduction, “there
seemed to be a mystifying universal conspiracy among textbook authors to make certain the material
they dealt with never strayed too near the realm of the mildly interesting.” Bryson wrote A Short
History of Nearly Everything as an antidote to the dry-as-dust science tomes that weigh down
students’ backpacks. It is a layman’s love song to science, to its strange history and stranger
characters. Published in 2003, it has been become a popular addition to the popular science genre.
MEET THE AUTHOR Nicole Cipri is a restless wanderer and passionate writer. A graduate of the
Evergreen State School in Olympia, WA, Nicole has since written about such varied topics as modern
urban farming, the role of glitterbombing as political theater, and the economic impacts of natural
disasters. You can follow her adventures on Twitter, @nicolecipri. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK
Drama abounded in the 19th century. After the discovery of the first dinosaur fossil in 1784, and
with subsequent uncovering of massive bones that belonged to other extinct species, there was an
uncomfortable public debate concerning extinctions. Why, after all, would an omniscient God create
species of animals only to casually wipe them out? Throughout history, the sciences have routinely
butted heads with the Church, a trend that continues today. From geology and paleontology, Bryson
moves to chemistry. With its origins in the enigmatic studies of alchemy, chemistry evolved along its



own strange path. Bryson tells one exemplifying story, in which an amateur alchemist became
convinced the he could distill gold from human urine. “The similarity of color,” Bryson explains,
“seems to have been a factor in his conclusion.” In an attempt to prove his hypothesis, the man
collected fifty buckets of human urine, which he kept in his cellar. After a few months, the man
noted, the substance in the buckets began to glow or explode into flames when exposed to air. He
had failed in distilling gold from urine, but he had succeeded in creating phosphorous. Buy a copy to
keep reading!
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: SUMMARY - A Short History Of Nearly Everything
By Bill Bryson Shortcut Edition, 2021-05-31 * Our summary is short, simple and pragmatic. It allows
you to have the essential ideas of a big book in less than 30 minutes. *By reading this summary, you
will address the major scientific questions of life and the Universe. It will help you understand where
you come from and what planet you live on. *You will also discover that : The Earth is only a tiny
part of the Universe. There are many dangers threatening us, both underground and in our solar
system. Our ancestors, the Homo Sapiens hominids, did not reveal all their secrets. The world of the
infinitely small is as important as the world of the infinitely large. *To begin with, it is necessary to
know that we owe our existence only to a hazardous assembly of atoms. Our life is made up of these
extraordinary atomic mixtures. This idea brings us to this first observation: our life is hanging by a
thread, just like our survival. Indeed, the longevity of the human species is as uncertain as these
assemblages of atoms. *Buy now the summary of this book for the modest price of a cup of coffee!
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: At Home Bill Bryson, 2010-10-05 In these pages,
the beloved Bill Bryson gives us a fascinating history of the modern home, taking us on a
room-by-room tour through his own house and using each room to explore the vast history of the
domestic artifacts we take for granted. As he takes us through the history of our modern comforts,
Bryson demonstrates that whatever happens in the world eventually ends up in our home, in the
paint, the pipes, the pillows, and every item of furniture. Bryson has one of the liveliest, most
inquisitive minds on the planet, and his sheer prose fluency makes At Home one of the most
entertaining books ever written about private life.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: All Things Testify of God Gary B. Sabin,
2023-12-10 This book is for all those who wonder about the existence of a Supreme Being, who He is
and His marvelous plan as our Father for His children.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: Information Security and Employee Behaviour
Angus McIlwraith, 2006 Angus McIlwraith's book explains how corporate culture affects perceptions
of risk and information security, and how this in turn affects employee behaviour. He then provides a
very pragmatic solution involving strategies and techniques for educating and training employees in
information security and explains how different metrics can be used to assess awareness and
behaviour.
  bill bryson a history of nearly everything: Bill Bryson Scott P. Richert, 2011 No one is born
a famous writer, beloved and read by millions of teens and adults. Readers of the books in Today's
Writers and Their Works will learn the story behind each writer's story: for example, how Amy Tan
became a best-selling author with her first novel, even though she felt she could not write well; how
Haruki Murakami closed his sports bar to fulfill his dream of writing full-time; how Bill Bryson's
move to England facilitated his wry point of view. In addition to telling the writer's story, each book
includes an in-depth examination of the most widely read works of each author. for literature lovers,
aspiring writers, and those who have reports to write, there is no better source of information.
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