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Bereavement Support Group Facilitator Training: Guiding Others Through Grief with Compassion

bereavement support group facilitator training is an essential stepping stone for anyone looking
to lead others through one of life’s most challenging experiences: loss. Facilitators play a vital role in
providing a safe, empathetic environment where individuals coping with grief can share their feelings,
find comfort, and begin healing. But how does one prepare to take on such a profound responsibility?
What skills and knowledge are necessary to effectively guide a bereavement support group? This
article explores the ins and outs of facilitator training, shedding light on the importance of proper
preparation, key competencies, and the rewarding nature of this role.

Understanding the Role of a Bereavement Support
Group Facilitator

Before diving into training specifics, it’s crucial to understand what a bereavement support group
facilitator actually does. Unlike therapists or counselors, facilitators are often peers or trained
volunteers who create a supportive atmosphere rather than provide clinical treatment. Their primary
function is to encourage open communication, promote mutual support, and help group members
navigate their grief journeys together.

Facilitators must be skilled listeners, empathetic communicators, and sensitive to the varying stages
of grief that participants may be experiencing. This requires more than just goodwill; it demands
training that equips them with the tools to manage group dynamics, handle emotional disclosures,
and recognize when professional intervention might be necessary.

Why Formal Bereavement Support Group Facilitator
Training Matters

Facilitating a bereavement group without adequate preparation can lead to unintended
consequences, such as exacerbating participants’ pain or mismanaging difficult conversations.
Structured training programs ensure that facilitators:

Understand grief psychology and the common patterns of bereavement.

Learn techniques for fostering a safe, judgment-free space.

Develop skills in conflict resolution and emotional support.

Recognize signs of complicated grief or mental health issues requiring referral.



Gain confidence in leading diverse groups with sensitivity to cultural and individual differences.

Beyond practical skills, training also encourages self-awareness, helping facilitators manage their own
emotional responses while supporting others.

Core Components of Bereavement Support Group
Facilitator Training

Training programs vary in length and depth but typically cover several fundamental areas designed to
prepare facilitators comprehensively.

1. Grief and Bereavement Fundamentals

An essential part of the curriculum involves understanding grief’s nature. Facilitators learn about:

Stages and models of grief, including the Kübler-Ross model and contemporary alternatives.

Individual differences in grief expression and coping mechanisms.

The impact of sudden versus anticipated loss.

Common myths and misconceptions about grief.

This knowledge helps facilitators normalize participants’ experiences and avoid imposing rigid
expectations on the grieving process.

2. Communication Skills and Emotional Intelligence

Effective facilitation hinges on the ability to listen actively and respond empathetically. Training hones
skills such as:

Reflective listening to validate feelings.

Open-ended questioning to encourage sharing.

Managing silence and emotional expression within the group.

Maintaining appropriate boundaries while being supportive.



Emotional intelligence training also prepares facilitators to navigate their own feelings and maintain
composure during emotionally charged sessions.

3. Group Dynamics and Leadership Techniques

Managing a group means understanding how individuals interact and influence one another.
Facilitator training covers:

Establishing group norms and confidentiality agreements.

Encouraging participation from quieter members without pressuring them.

Handling conflicts or disruptive behaviors constructively.

Balancing group structure with flexibility to meet members’ needs.

These strategies help create a cohesive, respectful environment where all participants feel valued.

4. Self-Care and Professional Boundaries

Given the emotional intensity of bereavement support work, facilitators must prioritize their well-
being. Training emphasizes:

Recognizing signs of burnout and compassion fatigue.

Implementing self-care routines and support networks.

Understanding ethical considerations and limits of the facilitator role.

When and how to refer participants to mental health professionals.

This focus ensures facilitators remain effective and sustainable in their roles.

Where to Find Bereavement Support Group Facilitator
Training Programs

Many organizations offer specialized training, ranging from workshops to comprehensive certification
courses. These include:



Hospices and palliative care centers

Nonprofit grief support organizations

Community colleges and adult education centers

Online platforms offering flexible, remote learning options

When choosing a program, consider factors such as curriculum content, instructor qualifications,
duration, cost, and whether certification or continuing education credits are provided. Some programs
also offer internship or supervised practice opportunities, which are invaluable for gaining real-world
experience.

Tips for Aspiring Bereavement Support Group
Facilitators

If you’re considering embarking on this path, here are a few insights to keep in mind:

Reflect on your motivations: Facilitation requires emotional resilience and genuine
compassion. Be sure you’re prepared for the commitment.

Engage in personal grief work: Understanding your own experiences with loss can deepen
empathy and authenticity as a facilitator.

Practice active listening: This is perhaps the most crucial skill you’ll use. Developing it
outside of formal training can be helpful.

Seek ongoing education: Grief theories and best practices evolve, so staying informed
benefits both you and your group members.

Build a support network: Facilitating grief groups can be taxing; connecting with fellow
facilitators or supervisors can provide essential guidance and emotional support.

The Impact of Skilled Facilitation on Grieving
Individuals

A well-trained bereavement support group facilitator can profoundly influence participants’ healing
journeys. By providing validation and community, facilitators help reduce feelings of isolation and
stigma that often accompany grief. The group setting allows individuals to witness diverse coping
styles and find hope through shared experiences.



Moreover, facilitators skilled in recognizing complicated grief or mental health concerns can guide
members toward professional help, potentially preventing prolonged suffering. In this way, facilitator
training is not just about leading discussions—it’s about fostering resilience and empowerment amid
loss.

As challenging as this work can be, it is also deeply rewarding. Facilitators often speak of the privilege
of witnessing transformation and renewed strength in those they support. If you feel called to this
meaningful role, investing in thorough bereavement support group facilitator training is the best way
to prepare yourself to make a positive difference.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is bereavement support group facilitator training?
Bereavement support group facilitator training is a specialized program designed to equip individuals
with the skills and knowledge needed to effectively lead and support groups for people coping with
grief and loss.

Who should attend bereavement support group facilitator
training?
This training is ideal for mental health professionals, counselors, social workers, clergy, volunteers,
and anyone interested in supporting individuals dealing with bereavement.

What topics are covered in bereavement support group
facilitator training?
Common topics include grief theories, group dynamics, active listening skills, cultural sensitivity,
managing difficult emotions, ethical considerations, and strategies for creating a safe and supportive
group environment.

How long does bereavement support group facilitator training
typically last?
The duration varies but generally ranges from a one-day workshop to multi-day or weekly sessions
spanning several weeks, depending on the depth and certification level of the program.

Are there certifications available after completing
bereavement support group facilitator training?
Yes, many training programs offer certificates of completion, and some provide credentials that
recognize facilitators as qualified to lead bereavement support groups professionally.



How can I find reputable bereavement support group
facilitator training programs?
Reputable programs can be found through professional counseling organizations, hospices,
universities, grief support networks, and online platforms specializing in mental health and
bereavement education.

Additional Resources
Bereavement Support Group Facilitator Training: Navigating the Complexities of Grief Leadership

bereavement support group facilitator training serves as a critical foundation for individuals
seeking to guide others through the profound and often turbulent journey of grief. As the demand for
compassionate, knowledgeable leadership in bereavement support groups grows, understanding the
nuances of facilitator training has become essential not only for professionals in mental health and
social services but also for volunteers and community leaders. This article delves into the
multifaceted aspects of such training programs, examining their structure, key competencies,
challenges, and the evolving standards that shape effective grief support facilitation.

The Importance of Bereavement Support Group
Facilitator Training

Facilitating a bereavement support group requires more than empathy; it demands a specialized skill
set tailored to the emotional complexities of loss. Bereavement support group facilitator training
equips individuals with theoretical knowledge and practical tools to manage group dynamics,
recognize varied grief reactions, and foster a safe environment conducive to healing. Without this
training, facilitators may inadvertently exacerbate participants’ distress or fail to provide the
necessary guidance during critical moments.

According to recent studies, approximately 10-15% of bereaved individuals experience complicated
grief, underscoring the need for facilitators who can identify when professional intervention is
warranted. Training programs often emphasize this discernment, blending psychological insights with
crisis management techniques.

Core Components of Facilitator Training Programs

Effective bereavement support group facilitator training typically covers several essential areas:

Understanding Grief and Loss: In-depth exploration of grief theories—from Kübler-Ross’s
stages of grief to Worden’s tasks of mourning—provides facilitators with a framework to
interpret diverse grief responses.

Group Facilitation Skills: Techniques for managing group interactions, encouraging



participation, and balancing differing personalities are crucial for maintaining a cohesive
support environment.

Communication and Active Listening: Training emphasizes empathetic listening, validation,
and open-ended questioning to enhance participant engagement and trust.

Cultural Sensitivity: Facilitators learn to navigate cultural, religious, and personal differences
affecting grief expression and coping mechanisms.

Self-Care and Boundary Setting: Recognizing the emotional toll of facilitation, training
underscores the importance of self-care strategies and maintaining professional boundaries to
prevent burnout.

Referral and Resource Management: Facilitators are trained on how and when to
recommend professional counseling or medical assistance, ensuring participants receive
comprehensive care.

Training Formats and Delivery Methods

Bereavement support group facilitator training is offered through a variety of platforms,
accommodating different learning preferences and professional requirements. Traditional in-person
workshops remain popular for their interactive and immersive experience, allowing role-playing and
real-time feedback. Conversely, online courses provide flexibility and accessibility, especially
important in rural or underserved areas.

Some programs offer hybrid models combining asynchronous learning modules with synchronous
virtual sessions, balancing convenience with community-building. Certification requirements vary:
certain organizations mandate a minimum of 20-40 training hours plus supervised facilitation
practice, while others may require ongoing continuing education to maintain credentials.

Analyzing the Effectiveness of Training Programs

Quantifying the impact of bereavement support group facilitator training involves evaluating
facilitator preparedness, participant outcomes, and group cohesion. Research indicates that trained
facilitators exhibit greater confidence and demonstrate improved crisis intervention skills compared
to untrained peers. Moreover, participants in groups led by certified facilitators report higher
satisfaction and feelings of emotional safety.

However, challenges persist. Some critiques highlight inconsistencies across training curricula, with
variable emphasis on cultural competence or trauma-informed care. Additionally, a one-size-fits-all
training approach may neglect the unique needs of facilitators working with specialized populations,
such as children, veterans, or those experiencing sudden loss.



Pros and Cons of Formal Training vs. Peer-Led Facilitation

Pros of Formal Training: Structured learning ensures facilitators possess evidence-based
knowledge and skills, improving group outcomes and reducing risk of harm. Certification
enhances credibility and may open professional opportunities.

Cons of Formal Training: Costs and time commitments can be prohibitive, and some
programs may lack flexibility. Overly rigid curricula could limit facilitator authenticity or
responsiveness.

Peer-Led Facilitation Benefits: Peer facilitators often bring lived experience that resonates
deeply with participants, fostering relatability and trust.

Peer-Led Limitations: Without formal training, peer leaders might struggle with managing
difficult situations or boundaries, potentially compromising group safety.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions in Facilitator
Training

The field of bereavement support is evolving alongside broader mental health trends, influencing
facilitator training content and methodologies. Increasing emphasis on trauma-informed care
integrates understanding of how traumatic loss impacts grief processes, prompting updates in
training curricula. Digital technologies are also reshaping facilitation, with virtual bereavement groups
becoming more prevalent. Consequently, training now often includes modules on online group
management, confidentiality in digital spaces, and adapting facilitation techniques to virtual
platforms.

Moreover, there is growing recognition of the need for specialized training addressing diverse
populations, including LGBTQ+ individuals, multicultural communities, and those experiencing
disenfranchised grief. Facilitator training is progressively incorporating these dimensions to enhance
inclusivity and relevance.

Key Skills for Future Facilitators

Technological Literacy: Ability to navigate video conferencing tools and manage virtual group
dynamics.

Advanced Emotional Intelligence: Heightened awareness of subtle emotional cues and
nonverbal communication.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Coordinating with healthcare providers, counselors, and
community organizations.



Adaptive Facilitation: Flexibility to tailor approaches based on participant feedback and
evolving grief theories.

In summary, bereavement support group facilitator training is a vital investment for those committed
to guiding individuals through one of life's most challenging experiences. With ongoing advancements
and increasing recognition of diverse needs, training programs continue to refine their offerings,
striving to empower facilitators with the expertise and resilience necessary to foster hope and healing
within their communities.

Bereavement Support Group Facilitator Training

  bereavement support group facilitator training: Setting Up and Facilitating
Bereavement Support Groups Dodie Graves, 2012-07-15 A practical introduction to setting up and
facilitating bereavement support groups, guiding the reader through all stages. It examines the
different skills needed, and uses case studies and research to suggest models of best practice across
a range of group settings. The guidance will help make groups successful for participants and
facilitators.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Bereavement Groups and the Role of Social
Support William G. Hoy, 2016-02-26 All too frequently, clinical practice consists of repeating year
after year the methods learned in graduate training, occasionally seasoned by a technique learned in
a continuing-education workshop. Bereavement Groups and the Role of Social Support gives
clinicians what they’ve been missing in other volumes: practical techniques that have a solid
contemporary empirical basis. Deftly weaving together theory, research, and practice, this volume is
a compendium of the latest practical thinking about bereavement support groups. Readers will learn
when well-loved practices make sense and are supported by sound evidence, as well as which
practices should possibly be discontinued. The book also contains the results of a qualitative study
bringing together the best practices of experienced bereavement group leaders from around the
world.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: The Understanding Your Suicide Grief
Support Group Guide Alan D Wolfelt, 2024-09-01 When we're grieving the death of someone loved,
we need the support and compassion of our fellow human beings. Grief support groups provide a
wonderful opportunity for this very healing kind of support. This book is for professional or lay
caregivers who want to start and lead an effective grief support group for adult suicide loss
survivors. It explains how to get a group started and how to keep it running smoothly once it's
underway. The group leader's roles and responsibilities are explored in detail, including
communication skills, trust building, handling problems, and more. The natural complications of
suicide loss and how they can affect support group dynamics are covered as well. This Guide also
includes twelve meeting plans that interface with the second editions of Understanding Your Suicide
Grief and The Understanding Your Suicide Grief Journal. Each week group members read a chapter
in the main text, complete a chapter in Including 12 meeting plans that interface with the main text
and companion journal, this organizational guide deftly combines grief education with
compassionate support for those who want to facilitate an effective suicide grief support group.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Postvention in Action Karl Andriessen,
Karolina Krysinska, Onja Grad, 2019-12-09 A unique and comprehensive handbook presenting the
state of the art in suicide bereavement support Suicide is not merely the act of an individual; it
always has an effect on others and can even increase the risk of suicide in the bereaved. The
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International Association for Suicide Prevention, the World Health Organisation, and others have
recognized postvention as an important strategy for suicide prevention. This unique and
comprehensive handbook, authored by nearly 100 international experts, including researchers,
clinicians, support group facilitators, and survivors, presents the state of the art in suicide
bereavement support. The first part examines the key concepts and the processes that the bereaved
experience and illustrates them with illuminating clinical vignettes. The second and third parts look
in detail at suicide bereavement support in all the relevant settings (including general practices, the
workplace, online and many others) as well as in specific groups (such as health care workers). In
the concluding section, the support provided for those bereaved by suicide in no less than 23
countries is explored in detail, showing that postvention is becoming a worldwide strategy for
suicide prevention. These chapters provide useful lessons and inspiration for extending and
improving postvention in new and existing areas. This unique handbook is thus essential reading for
anyone involved in suicide prevention or postvention research and practice.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Grief After Suicide John R. Jordan, John L.
McIntosh, 2011-01-19 A suicide leaves behind more victims than just the individual. And yet there
are very few professional resources that provide the necessary background, research, and tools to
effectively work with the survivors. This edited volume addresses the need for an up-to-date,
professionally oriented summary of the clinical and research literature on the impact of suicide
bereavement on survivors.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Healing Grief at Work Alan D. Wolfelt,
2005-05-01 With a gentle and considerate style, this handbook explores what happens when grief
and the workplace meet, and the drastic effects of grieving on employees, their performance, and
the overall workplace environment. Touching on the different kinds of grief workers can experience,
such as death, divorce, and layoffs, the effective ways to channel grief during the workday, how to
support coworkers who mourn, participation in group memorials, and negotiating appropriate
bereavement leave, this concise and practical resource gives both ideas for the mourner and the
mourner's coworkers. A special introduction for employers, owners, managers, and human resource
personnel addresses the economic impact of grief in the workplace and provides practical and cost
effective ideas for maintaining morale and creating a productive yet compassionate work
environment.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Motherhood Lost Linda L. Layne,
2014-02-04 Nearly 20% of all pregnancies in the U.S. end in miscarriage or stillbirth. Yet pregnancy
loss is seldom acknowledged and rarely discussed. Opening the topic to a thoughtful and informed
discussion, Linda Layne takes a historical look at pregnancy loss in America, reproductive
technologies and the cultural responses surrounding miscarriage. Examining both support groups
and the rituals they create to help couples through loss, her analysis offers valuable insight on how
material culture contributes to conceptions of personhood. A fascinating examination, Motherhood
Lost is also a provocative challenge to feminists and other activists to increase awareness and
provide necessary support for this often hidden but critically important topic.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: A Special Scar Alison Wertheimer, 2001
Designed to appeal to a wide general as well as a professional readership, this work looks at the
stigma surrounding suicide and offers practical help for survivors, relatives and friends of people
who have taken their own life.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Group Counseling for School Counselors
Greg Brigman, Barbara Earley Goodman, 2001 A field-tested resource designed to help counselors
educate students in areas such as interpersonal communication, conflict management, and
relationship building.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Understanding and Supporting Bereaved
Children Andy McNiel, Pamela Gabbay, 2017-07-27 This practical guide provides a framework and
useful techniques for helping bereaved youth in numerous settings This welcomed addition to the
field of childhood bereavement is brimming with innovative yet practical interventions for human



service professionals helping grieving youth in a variety of settings. Written by noted experts with
over 40 years of combined experience, this comprehensive “how to” book provides both a framework
for understanding how grief impacts the lives of children, and models, techniques and interventions
for individual, family, and group counseling. The book is based on best practices and the authors
experience working with grieving families. It includes hands-on tips for interacting with and helping
grieving children. Specific guidelines are provided for individual and group support including
practical methods for creating meaningful spaces for young people to find help, encouragement, and
healing. The book’s developmental, environmental, cultural, and social considerations equip
professionals with the tools to better understand the mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual
reactions of their young clients. Additionally, the book offers insightful information on professional
accountability, ethical concerns, educational recommendations and training. Professionals who work
with bereaved children daily and those who occasionally encounter them in their practice will find a
wealth of resources in this book. Key Features: Brimming with innovative, practical interventions to
support grieving children and teens Provides individual, family, and group counseling models,
techniques, and interventions Embodies strategies for working with bereaved youth that can be used
in a variety of settings, including mental health, health care, schools, and faith communities Offers a
framework for understanding how grief impacts the lives of children
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Devastating Losses William Feigelman,
2012-06-20 Print+CourseSmart
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Oxford Textbook of Suicidology and Suicide
Prevention Danuta Wasserman, 2021 Part of the authoritative Oxford Textbooks in Psychiatry series,
the new edition of the Oxford Textbook of Suicidology and Suicide Prevention remains a key text in
the field of suicidology, fully updated with new chapters devoted to major psychiatric disorders and
their relation to suicide.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Grief and Loss Katherine Walsh,
2021-11-16 Loss is a part of every life, and grief related to loss is inescapable. It can result in
distress that impacts work, learning, rehabilitation, spiritual beliefs, social relationships, health,
mental health, and well-being. Helping professionals who encounter grief reactions in multiple
settings are often not trained to identify and respond to the many complex grief-related problems of
clients. Without the opportunity to learn how to assess and address grief, many may lack confidence
in acknowledging loss and providing effective support. Although grieving is an extremely painful
part of life, integration and adjustment are possible, and meaning can be made from loss. Readers
will find many examples from caring and resilient students, interdisciplinary professionals, teachers,
clients, and family members who have learned to make meaning from loss. The content of the third
edition has been significantly influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic, the opioid addiction crisis, and
increased awareness of racial trauma and injustice. The book provides a foundation for
understanding, assessing, and responding effectively to grief and loss. The content is designed for
students and professionals who find themselves working in proximity to loss, trauma, and grief in
various capacities—educator, advocate, case manager, counselor, mental health and health care
provider, and more. The work is vitally important, and the rewards for helping others cope with grief
and loss are substantial.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Resources in Education , 1998
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Recipes for Healing Patti
Comeau-Simonson, 2025-05-21 In the wake of losing her beloved husband,David, Patti found herself
navigating an uncharted path of grief-one marked by deep sorrow, bittersweet memories, and the
unexpected solace found in rituals of food. This book is her story: a heartfelt teaching memoir that
weaves together the raw truths of loss and the quiet, nourishing power of food as a companion in
healing. Through personal reflections, poignant lessons, and recipes that hold meaning beyond their
ingredients, this book invites readers into a deeply personal journey of resilience and renewal.
Whether you are walking through your own grief or seeking to support someone who is, this memoir
offers guidance, understanding, and the reminder that healing can be found in the most unexpected



places-including the kitchen. Let this story inspire you to honor love, embrace the process of healing,
and rediscover the joys of living, one meal at a time.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Guide for Forming a Parish Bereavement
Ministry Robert Valle, Paula Kosin, 2023-02-01 All Christians are responsible for consoling those
who have lost a loved one. An active parish bereavement ministry involves many parishioners
performing various forms of compassionate service. In Guide for Forming a Parish Bereavement
Ministry, author Robert Valle guides parish leaders toward creating a bereavement ministry that
flows from the liturgical and pastoral vision of the Church’s official funeral rites. He explains the
theology and key pastoral insights of the Order of Christian Funerals (OCF) and outlines the phases
of bereavement ministry, from accompanying the bereaved at the time of death to the preparation of
the funeral liturgies, then home visits and acts of compassion throughout the following year. This
resource provides practical advice and downloadable materials for training ministers in the
theological, spiritual, and human dimensions essential for effective bereavement ministry.
Contributing author Paula Kosin provides scripts and other editable downloads for facilitating a grief
support group. Guide for Forming a Parish Bereavement Ministry—together with An Introduction to
Bereavement Ministry: Caring for Those Who Mourn, a resource for bereavement ministers and
Grieving: A Spiritual Process for Catholics, a book for the grieving—provide the training, insight, and
guidance for forming a parish bereavement ministry that will bring comfort and peace to all in your
community who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: The Understanding Your Grief Support
Group Guide Alan D Wolfelt, 2021-09-01 When we're grieving the death of someone loved, we need
the support and compassion of our fellow human beings. Grief support groups provide a wonderful
opportunity for this very healing kind of support. This book is for professional or lay caregivers who
want to start and lead an effective grief support group for adults. It explains how to get a group
started and how to keep it running smoothly once it's underway. The group leader's roles and
responsibilities are explored in detail, including communication skills, trust building, handling
problems, and more.This Guide also includes twelve meeting plans that interface with the second
editions of Understanding Your Grief and The Understanding Your Grief Journal. Each week group
members read a chapter in the main text, complete a chapter in the journal, and come to group
ready for you to guide them through an exploration of the content. Meeting plans include
suggestions for how to open each session as well as engaging exercises and activities. A Certificate
of Completion you can photocopy and give to group members in the final meeting is provided.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: When Your Soulmate Dies Dr. Alan Wolfelt,
2016-07-01 You were one of the lucky ones. You found a partner or friend with whom you shared a
deeply profound connection. You understood, opened fully to, served, and challenged one another.
You were the heroes of each other's lives. You lived a grand adventure together. But now that your
partner has died, what felt like luck may have turned to wretched despair. How do you go on? How
do you live without your champion and other half? The answer is that you mourn as you loved:
heroically, grandly, and fully. In this compassionate guide by one of the world's most beloved grief
counselors, you'll find empathetic affirmation and advice intermingled with real-life stories from
other halved soulmates. Learn to honor your loved one and your grief even as you find a path to a
renewed life of purpose and joy.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: The Handbook of Child Life Richard H.
Thompson, 2018-04-03 Child life is a profession that draws on the insights of history, sociology,
anthropology and psychology to serve children and families in many critical stress points in their
lives, but especially when they are ill, injured or disabled and encounter the hosts of caregivers and
institutions that collaborate to make them well. Children and their families can become
overwhelmed by the task of understanding and navigating the healthcare environment and continue
to face challenges through their daily encounters. It is the job of child life professionals to provide
care and guidance in these negotiations to serve as culture brokers, interpreters of the healthcare
apparatus to family and child and the child to medical professionals. Despite the best efforts to



provide quality, sensitive psychosocial care to children and their families, they remain vulnerable to
lingering aftereffects. The goal of this revised edition is to help prepare child life specialists to
deliver the highest level of care to children and families in the context of these changing realities.
Each chapter has been substantially revised and two new chapters have been added. This book will
be a valuable resource for not only child life specialists but also nurses, occupational and
recreational therapists, social workers and other hospital personnel.
  bereavement support group facilitator training: Crisis Intervention Strategies for
School-based Helpers Thomas N. Fairchild, 1997
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Valley Home Care launches online bereavement support group (NJBIZ2y) Valley Home Care
launched a free virtual bereavement support and discussion group for those who have experienced
the loss of a partner within the past 12 months. The group, which the Ridgewood health
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Hamburg minister earns death and grief studies certificate (Reading Eagle1y) The Rev. Mark
Jensen, who serves St. John’s Lutheran Church in Hamburg, completed 150 hours of training from
the internationally recognized Center for Loss and Life Transition in Fort Collins, Colo
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