being consumed economics and
christian desire

Being Consumed Economics and Christian Desire: Navigating Faith in a Consumer-Driven
World

being consumed economics and christian desire is a fascinating intersection that
touches on how faith and materialism often collide in modern society. At its core, this
concept wrestles with how economic systems geared towards constant consumption
challenge the spiritual and moral frameworks that Christianity promotes. The tension
between worldly desires and spiritual fulfillment raises important questions about identity,
purpose, and true satisfaction.

In today’s fast-paced, consumer-driven culture, Christians find themselves navigating a
complex landscape where economic pressures and societal values often conflict with their
core beliefs. Understanding how being consumed economics and Christian desire interact
not only deepens our awareness of cultural influences but also offers a pathway to living
intentionally in a world that constantly encourages us to want more.

What Does Being Consumed Economics Mean?

At its simplest, being consumed economics refers to the way modern economies are
structured around constant consumption. It's a system where success is often measured
by how much goods and services are bought and sold. This economic model thrives on
creating and satisfying desires, sometimes even manufacturing needs to keep the wheels
turning.

The Culture of Consumption

In a consumer economy, advertising, social media, and peer influence push individuals to
acquire more—more clothes, the latest gadgets, bigger homes, and luxury experiences.
This culture of consumption can make people feel as though their worth is tied to what
they own or consume. The cycle of desire and consumption becomes almost endless,
leading to a state where individuals are continually “being consumed” by the economy
itself.

Economic Growth vs. Personal Fulfillment

While economic growth drives innovation and provides opportunities, it often encourages
people to equate happiness with material accumulation. This creates a paradox where
despite increasing wealth and consumption, many feel emptier and more dissatisfied,
searching for meaning beyond possessions.



Christian Desire: A Different Kind of Longing

Christian desire, on the other hand, is rooted in a longing that transcends material things.
It’s a spiritual yearning for connection with God, purpose, and eternal fulfillment. Unlike
the fleeting satisfaction that consumer goods offer, Christian desire looks inward and
upward, focusing on values like love, grace, and selflessness.

Desire as a Spiritual Force

In Christian theology, desire is not inherently negative; it’s a powerful force that can guide
believers toward God. The Psalms, for example, are full of expressions of longing for God’s
presence. This spiritual desire shapes a life oriented around divine love rather than earthly
possessions.

Resisting Materialism Through Faith

Many Christian teachings warn against the dangers of greed and materialism. The Bible
frequently encourages believers to store treasures in heaven rather than on earth,
highlighting the transient nature of worldly goods. This teaching invites Christians to
practice contentment and generosity, resisting the pull of consumer culture.

The Intersection of Being Consumed Economics
and Christian Desire
When these two worlds meet, there is often tension but also opportunity. The economic

system pushes for more consumption, while Christian desire calls for simplicity, gratitude,
and a focus on eternal values.

Challenges for Christians in a Consumer Society

One of the biggest challenges is the constant bombardment of messages that equate
happiness with buying more. This can lead to cognitive dissonance where Christians feel
guilty for wanting or having material things yet also feel pressured to conform to societal
norms.

Finding Balance and Intentionality

Navigating this tension requires intentionality. Christians can cultivate an awareness of
how economic forces influence their desires and choices. Practices like mindful spending,



prioritizing community over consumption, and reflecting on the purpose of possessions
help maintain balance.

The Role of Community and Worship

Engaging with faith communities offers support and accountability. Worship, prayer, and
fellowship create spaces where Christian desire can flourish apart from economic
pressures. These practices reinforce values that counteract consumerism, such as
generosity, simplicity, and stewardship.

Practical Steps to Align Faith and Economy

Living out Christian desire in a consumer-driven world isn’t easy, but some practical steps
can help believers navigate this complex terrain.

e Practice Contentment: Regularly reflecting on what one truly needs versus wants
can reduce the influence of consumer culture.

e Prioritize Generosity: Sharing resources and time shifts focus from accumulation
to caring for others.

e Embrace Simplicity: Simplifying lifestyle choices can help free up emotional and
financial energy for spiritual growth.

* Engage in Community: Being part of a faith community provides encouragement
and perspective.

e Educate Yourself: Understanding how economic systems work and their effects on
behavior can empower better decisions.

Reflections on Desire: Material vs. Spiritual
Fulfillment

It’s important to recognize that desire itself isn’t the enemy. Whether in economics or
Christianity, desire motivates action. The key distinction lies in what that desire is
oriented toward. Material desires often seek temporary satisfaction, while Christian desire
aims for enduring joy that comes from relationship with God and living according to His
purposes.

This understanding invites a reexamination of daily choices and motivations. Are we
chasing after things that will fade, or investing in what lasts? The ongoing dialogue



between being consumed economics and Christian desire pushes believers to assess
where their true treasure lies.

The Transformative Power of Christian Desire

Christian desire has the power to transform how individuals relate to the economy.
Instead of being passive consumers, believers can become mindful stewards, using
resources wisely and advocating for justice within economic systems. This transformation
is not just personal but has social implications, encouraging sustainable practices and
ethical consumption.

Hope Beyond Consumption

In a world dominated by consumerism, Christian desire offers a hopeful alternative. It
reminds us that ultimate fulfillment does not come from what we have but from who we
are in relationship with God. This hope sustains believers amid economic pressures and
inspires a life of purpose and meaning beyond material wealth.

As we continue to live in a society shaped by being consumed economics, reflecting deeply
on Christian desire can lead to richer, more intentional lives. It challenges us to redefine
success and happiness in ways that honor both our faith and our humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'being consumed' mean in the context of
economics and Christian desire?

In this context, 'being consumed' refers to the way individuals are absorbed or captivated
by economic activities and material possessions, often challenging Christian teachings that
emphasize spiritual fulfillment over material wealth.

How does Christian desire contrast with consumerist
culture?

Christian desire typically focuses on seeking God, spiritual growth, and eternal values,
whereas consumerist culture prioritizes acquiring goods and wealth, which can lead to
emptiness and distraction from spiritual goals.

Can economic consumption conflict with Christian
values?

Yes, excessive economic consumption can conflict with Christian values such as humility,
generosity, and contentment, as it may promote greed, selfishness, and a focus on



materialism rather than spiritual well-being.

How can Christians navigate economic pressures while
maintaining their faith?

Christians can navigate economic pressures by practicing stewardship, prioritizing needs
over wants, engaging in charitable giving, and focusing on spiritual growth rather than
material accumulation.

What role does desire play in both economics and
Christianity?

Desire drives economic behavior by motivating consumption and production, while in
Christianity, desire ideally directs individuals toward God and moral goodness,
emphasizing self-control and purposeful longing.

Is it possible to reconcile economic success with
Christian spiritual goals?

Yes, it is possible if economic success is pursued ethically, used to serve others, and does
not become an idol or overshadow one's commitment to Christian principles and spiritual
growth.

How do Christian teachings address the concept of
material wealth?

Christian teachings often caution against the love of money, encouraging believers to use
material wealth responsibly, avoid greed, and prioritize heavenly treasures over earthly
riches.

What impact does consumerism have on Christian
community and fellowship?

Consumerism can strain Christian community by fostering individualism, competition, and
envy, which undermine fellowship, whereas Christian community values sharing, support,
and collective well-being.

Additional Resources

**Being Consumed Economics and Christian Desire: A Complex Intersection**

being consumed economics and christian desire encapsulates a multifaceted dialogue
that explores the tension between consumer culture and spiritual yearnings within
Christian thought. As modern economies increasingly prioritize consumption and material
acquisition, Christian desire—a concept rooted in spiritual fulfillment and transcendent
values—often finds itself at odds with prevailing economic behaviors. This article



investigates the intricate relationship between these domains, examining how economic
systems influence Christian desire, and conversely, how Christian ethical frameworks
critique or interact with consumerist impulses.

Understanding Being Consumed Economics

The phrase “being consumed economics” reflects the pervasive nature of consumerism in
contemporary society, where economic activity revolves around the continuous
consumption of goods and services. Modern capitalist economies thrive on stimulating
demand, encouraging individuals to seek identity and satisfaction through material
possessions. This economic model often leads to what sociologists call a “culture of
consumption,” where consumer behaviors are not only economic acts but also social and
cultural expressions.

Economic data illustrates the scale of this phenomenon. For instance, global retail sales
reached approximately $26.3 trillion in 2023, according to Statista, underscoring the
enormous volume of goods being consumed worldwide. Advertising, credit availability, and
technological innovation all fuel this cycle, embedding consumerism deeply within daily
life.

However, this economic model raises critical questions about sustainability, mental well-
being, and ethical considerations—questions that resonate with Christian teachings about
desire, purpose, and the good life.

Christian Desire: A Spiritual Framework

Christian desire transcends the mere longing for material goods; it speaks to a deeper
yearning for meaning, communion with God, and moral goodness. Rooted in biblical
narratives and theological reflections, Christian desire encompasses the human soul’s
aspiration toward divine truth and eternal life.

Theologians like St. Augustine famously framed human desire as a restless quest for God,
suggesting that earthly satisfactions are ultimately insufficient. This spiritual longing
contrasts sharply with consumerist desire, which is often characterized by transient
pleasures and the accumulation of possessions.

Christian ethical frameworks advocate for moderation, contentment, and the prioritization
of spiritual goods over material wealth. For example, the New Testament frequently warns
against the dangers of greed and the seduction of wealth, urging believers to store
treasures in heaven rather than on earth (Matthew 6:19-21).

The Tension Between Consumerism and Christian
Ethics



The rise of consumer culture presents a challenge to Christian desire. When economic
systems promote constant consumption as a path to happiness, they can overshadow
spiritual values emphasizing simplicity, charity, and self-denial. This tension manifests in
several ways:

e Materialism vs. Spirituality: Consumerism encourages attachment to material
goods, which can conflict with Christian calls to spiritual detachment and humility.

¢ Identity Formation: In consumer economies, identity is often constructed through
possessions and consumption patterns, whereas Christian identity focuses on
relational and ethical dimensions.

¢ Social Justice: Economic disparities fueled by consumerism raise ethical concerns
about fairness, poverty, and stewardship—central themes in Christian social
teaching.

Economic Consumption Patterns and Christian
Responses

Empirical studies reveal that practicing Christians may exhibit different consumption
patterns compared to the general population. Research from the Pew Research Center
indicates that Christians who prioritize their faith often report lower levels of materialistic
values. This suggests that Christian desire can act as a moderating influence against
excessive consumption.

Nevertheless, Christian communities are not immune to consumer culture. The
commercialization of religious holidays, such as Christmas and Easter, exemplifies how
economic consumption can infiltrate spiritual practices, complicating the relationship
between faith and economics.

Being Consumed Economics in the Context of
Christian Desire

Exploring “being consumed economics and Christian desire” requires acknowledging the
nuanced ways in which economic behaviors shape and are shaped by religious values. On
one hand, consumerism’s relentless pace can overwhelm individuals, leading to what some
scholars term “being consumed” by economic forces beyond personal control. On the
other hand, Christian desire offers a counter-narrative that invites reflection on meaning,
purpose, and the limits of consumption.



Psychological Impact of Consumerism on Spiritual Life

The psychological dimensions of consumerism reveal how economic consumption can
affect spiritual well-being. Studies in psychology suggest that excessive focus on material
acquisition correlates with increased anxiety, decreased life satisfaction, and a diminished
sense of purpose. These outcomes are antithetical to Christian ideals of peace, joy, and
fulfillment rooted in divine relationship.

Christian counseling and pastoral care often address this imbalance by encouraging
believers to cultivate gratitude, generosity, and mindful consumption. These practices
align with Christian teachings on stewardship and the prudent use of resources.

Christian Desire as a Form of Resistance

In many respects, Christian desire serves as a form of resistance against the dominant
economic paradigm of consumption. By emphasizing spiritual goods, community, and
ethical living, Christian teachings challenge the notion that happiness derives primarily
from material wealth.

This resistance is visible in movements that promote simple living, sustainable
consumption, and ethical economics informed by Christian values. For example,
intentional Christian communities often prioritize shared resources and reject consumerist
excess, seeking to embody an alternative economic ethic.

Implications for Contemporary Society

The intersection of being consumed economics and Christian desire carries significant
implications for societal development, policy, and cultural discourse:

1. Sustainability and Stewardship: Christian ethics highlight the responsibility to
care for creation, encouraging sustainable consumption that counters
environmentally destructive economic practices.

2. Economic Inequality: Christian teachings on justice and compassion call for
addressing the disparities widened by consumer-driven economies.

3. Cultural Transformation: The dialogue between economics and Christian desire
can inspire cultural shifts toward valuing human dignity over material accumulation.

Such considerations are increasingly relevant as global challenges like climate change,
economic instability, and social fragmentation demand holistic approaches that integrate
ethical and economic perspectives.



Balancing Desire: Economic Activity and Spiritual
Fulfillment

A critical question emerges from the analysis of being consumed economics and Christian
desire: how can individuals and communities balance legitimate economic needs with
spiritual aspirations? The answer may lie in cultivating discernment that recognizes the
role of material resources without allowing them to dominate human purpose.

This balance involves:

e Practicing mindful consumption that prioritizes necessity and ethical impact.

e Engaging in economic activities that align with social justice and environmental
sustainability.

e Embracing spiritual disciplines that reinforce contentment and gratitude.

By integrating these principles, it is possible to navigate the complexities of modern
economies without forfeiting the depth and richness of Christian desire.

The ongoing dialogue between being consumed economics and Christian desire invites a
continuous re-examination of values and practices. As economic systems evolve and
consumer culture intensifies, the challenge remains for Christian communities and
individuals to articulate and embody a desire that transcends consumption, fostering a life
oriented toward ultimate meaning and communal well-being.

Being Consumed Economics And Christian Desire

being consumed economics and christian desire: Being Consumed William T. Cavanaugh,
2008-03-17 Should Christians be for or against the free market? For or against globalization? How
are we to live in a world of scarcity? William Cavanaugh uses Christian resources to incisively
address basic economic matters -- the free market, consumer culture, globalization, and scarcity --
arguing that we should not just accept these as givens but should instead change the terms of the
debate. Among other things, Cavanaugh discusses how God, in the Eucharist, forms us to consume
and be consumed rightly. Examining pathologies of desire in contemporary free market economies,
Being Consumed puts forth a positive and inspiring vision of how the body of Christ can engage in
economic alternatives. At every turn, Cavanaugh illustrates his theological analysis with concrete
examples of Christian economic practices.

being consumed economics and christian desire: T&T Clark Handbook of Sacraments and
Sacramentality Martha Moore-Keish, James Farwell, 2022-12-29 Introducing readers to the
contemporary field of sacramental theology, this volume covers the biblical and historical
foundations, a survey of the state of the discipline, and a collection of constructive essays
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representing major themes, practices and approaches to sacraments and sacramentality in the
contemporary world. The volume starts with a set of foundational essays that offer broad
introduction to the field of sacramental theology from contemporary scholars, analysing a number of
historical figures in order to illumine and inform contemporary sacramental theology. The second
part of the volume is dedicated to a series of essays on sacramentality, and includes attention to
elements of space, time, ritual action, music, and word, all as aspects of what Christians have
termed “sacramental” reality. The third set of essays includes attention to each of the seven
practices that have most commonly been termed “sacraments” in Christian traditions: baptism;
eucharist/Lord's Supper; confirmation; confession, forgiveness and reconciliation; marriage;
ordination; and anointing. The final part of this volume features scholars who are working on
sacraments in conversation with contemporary academic disciplines: critical race theory, queer
theory, comparative theology, and disability studies.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics Joel
B. Green, Jacqueline Lapsley, Rebekah Miles, Allen Verhey, 2011-11 Leading scholars from the fields
of biblical studies and ethics provide a one-stop reference book on the vital relationship between
Scripture and ethics.

being consumed economics and christian desire: The Other Journal: The Food and
Flourishing Issue Christopher J. Keller, 2012-01-18 Issue #19 ofEThe Other JournalEexamines our
complex relationships with food from a theological bent. The thoughtful contributors to this issue
take us to Middle Earth and the Romanian city of Constanta. They swing by swank Manhattan
bistros and raucous NFL stadiums on game-day. But most importantly, they return us to the
communion table and to that first garden where God walked with us and gave us the gift of his
creation. The issue features essays by Elizabeth L. Antus, Peter M. Candler Jr., William T.
Cavanaugh, Matthew Dickerson, David Grumett, Ryan Harper, Chelle Stearns, Stephen H. Webb,
and David Williams; interviews by Daniel Bowman ]Jr., Heather Smith Stringer, and Jon Tschanz with
John Leax, Lee Price, and Norman Wirzba; and creative writing, poetry, and art by Chris Anderson,
B. L. Gentry, John Leax, Katherine Lo, Robert Hill Long, Lee Price, and Alissa Wilkinson.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Interrupting Capitalism Matthew A.
Shadle, 2018-06-08 Interrupting Capitalism traces the history of Catholic thinking about economic
life from the perspective of a theology of interruption. The church's social teaching provides a way
for Christians to interrupt capitalism, to live out economic life faithfully in the midst of the global
economy.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Mere Economics Art Carden, Caleb S.
Fuller, 2025-04-01 Mere Economics points to the basic principles of economic theory with a tone
that is conversational and inviting, with the hope that the everyday Christian will not only discover
helpful insight into the world of economics, but will find within it the call for responsibility and
stewardship.

being consumed economics and christian desire: The Spirituality of Wine Gisela H.
Kreglinger, 2016 Wine serves an important role both in Scripture and in the Christian church, but
its significance has received relatively little theological attention in modern times. This book fills
that gap. Viewing wine as a gift of God's created bounty and as a special symbol used pervasively
throughout Scripture, Kreglinger canvasses the history of wine in the church, particularly its use in
the Lord's Supper, discusses the fascinating process of winemaking, and considers both the health
benefits of wine and the dangers of alcohol abuse. Offering a vision of the Christian life that sees
God in all things - including the work of a vintner and the enjoyment of a well crafted glass of wine.

being consumed economics and christian desire: The Message of Love Patrick Mitchel,
2019-09-19 Love - such a deceptively simple and popular little word. It is universally agreed that we
need love to live and flourish as human beings; and yet, within our contemporary culture, there are
numerous confusing, competing and evolving ideas about what 'love' is. There are few greater
subjects in Christian theology than love, yet it is a surprisingly complex and challenging concept to
understand, let alone live out faithfully. Patrick Mitchel's conviction is that Christians need to be



thinking about, and practising, love in compelling and authentic ways. Our task is not only to
articulate what love is, but also to show to the world what true Christian love looks like in practice.
‘The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love' (Gal. 5:6 NIV). Mitchel's exposition
explores love in the Old Testament, how the love of God is supremely revealed in the mission and
death of Jesus Christ, love in the life and teaching of Jesus and the church's calling to be a
community of love. He helps us to grasp afresh the breadth, depth, scope and radically
counter-cultural nature of the Bible's teaching on love. With a fully integrated study guide, suitable
for both individuals and groups, The Message of Love will help you to see how the Bible's unified
teaching on this vital theme can impact your life today.

being consumed economics and christian desire: The Intentional Christian Community
Handbook David Janzen, 2012-11-01 “This is a book that we've needed for a long, long time . . . .
This is a book for people who long for community and for people who've found it; for young seekers
and for old radicals. Like a farmer's almanac or a good cookbook, it's a guide that doesn't tell you
what to do, but rather gives you the resources you need to find your way together with friends in the
place where you are. We couldn't be more grateful to have a book like this. And we couldn't be
happier to share it with you.” —Shane Claiborne and Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove In the 21st century,
a new generation of Spirit-energized people are searching for a new—yet ancient—way of life
together. David Janzen, a friend of the New Monasticism movement with four decades of personal
communal experience, has visited scores of communities, both old and new. The Intentional
Christian Community Handbook shares his wisdom, as well as the experience of intentional Christian
communities across North America over the last half century.

being consumed economics and christian desire: The Promise of Social Enterprise Mark
Sampson, 2022-07-26 Is social enterprise yet another example of the expansion of the market into all
areas of life and society, in this case the marketization of poverty? Or does it offer genuine hope as
part of a solution to some of the challenges facing contemporary society, and as an example of an
economy of mutuality? Framing this question theologically, does it offer the potential of “faithful
economic practice”? The Promise of Social Enterprise makes the case that how we answer this
depends on the language we use to describe—and perform—social enterprise. Arguing for the need
to move beyond the narrow and reductionistic logic of mainstream economics, the economic nature
of the language of gift and mutuality is explored. Drawing on the theological framework of Pope
Benedict XVI and the work of John Barclay on Paul’s understanding of the social implications of the
Christ-gift, this book considers the contribution that a theology of gift, with its incongruity and
mutuality, makes to the theory and practice of social enterprise.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Counting the Cost Art Lindsley,
2017-08-08 If Christians want to accelerate the world’s transition out of abject poverty, they need to
examine the role of capitalism. Counting the Cost helps readers begin with the truth of Scripture. It
then relies on the economic realities that come from our Godgiven design as the foundation for
enabling readers to think critically about capitalism. We live in an unprecedented time in human
history. The number of people living in abject poverty is decreasing at an unprecedented rate.
Capitalism has played a major role in lifting people out of such poverty, yet many raise legitimate
concerns. Does capitalism hurt the poor? Promote materialism? Harm the environment? Allow the
rich to get richer at the expense of everyone else? Is capitalism really the best system for organizing
societies and the economies that keep them running? This edited volume of articles by noted
economists and theologians takes an honest and empathetic look at capitalism and its critiques from
a biblical perspective.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Between the State and the Eucharist
Joel Halldorf, Fredrik Wenell, 2014-07-23 In the world, but not of the world--this has been the motto
of the Free Church tradition. But to what extent can freedom and independence from the world be
realized in modernity, and how have these churches fared so far? These are the questions with
which this book wrestles. The particular focus is Sweden, where a state-facilitated hypermodernity
has created what some call the most modern nation in the world. The Swedish free churches have in



many ways succumbed to the pressure of the modern welfare state and as a consequence lost their
distinctive voice. The argument of this book is that the rediscovery of practices left behind might be
a way for these churches to recover a solid, particular, and deeply Christian identity. In dialogue
with William T. Cavanaugh, the authors argue for a return to concrete, social practices: asceticism,
table grace, written prayers, a turn to tradition, and the Eucharist. Here are lost treasures that
might prove invaluable for the modern church at large, with her dual citizenship in the modern
nation-state and the kingdom of heaven.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Multilateral Theology Timothy T.N Lim,
2021-04-18 This book introduces a new multilateral methodology for the contemporary study of
theology. It bases this methodology on the idea that there are too many materials contributing as
sources for theologizing to sustain the one method fits all approach found in many systematic
theologies within Christianity. What is needed instead is something that reflects the various and
varied natures, purposes, and tasks of theologians’ theologizing for their respective contexts.
Engaging materials from a range of Christian traditions, including Evangelicalism, the Catholic
Magisterium, and a limited range of pan-Orthodox resources, the book analyzes and assesses major
factors that have shaped different streams of theology. Addressing doctrinal development, scripture
and revelation, historical tradition and creeds, philosophy and truth, sciences and interdisciplinarity,
experience, religious pluralism, and culture, it demonstrates how these various streams can form a
multilateral whole. The book concludes by examining the centers and peripherals of methodologies
in theologization for a spectrum of theological traditions/streams, both across and beyond
Christianity. By offering an approach that keeps in step with the increasingly interconnected and
pluralistic world in which we live, this book provides a vital resource for any scholar of Christian
theology, constructive theology, contextual theologies, and systematic theology, as well as religious
studies.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Ethics and Morality in Consumption
Deirdre Shaw, Michal Carrington, Andreas Chatzidakis, 2016-04-14 Ethical consumerism is on the
rise. No longer bound to the counter-cultural fringes, ethical concerns and practices are reaching
into the mainstream of society and being adopted by everyday consumers - from considering carbon
miles to purchasing free-range eggs to making renewable energy choices. The wide reach and
magnitude of ethical issues in society across individual and collective consumption has given rise to
a series of important questions that are inspiring scholars from a range of disciplinary areas. These
differing disciplinary lenses, however, tend to be contained in separate streams of research
literature that are developing in parallel and in relative isolation. Ethics in Morality and
Consumption takes an interdisciplinary perspective to provide multiple vantage points in creating a
more holistic and integrated view of ethics in consumption. In this sense, interdisciplinary
presupposes the consideration of multiple and distinct disciplines, which in this book are considered
in delineated chapters. In addition, the Editors make an editorial contribution in the final chapter of
the book by combining these separate disciplinary perspectives to develop a nascent
interdisciplinary perspective that integrates these perspectives and presents platforms for further
research.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Lost and Found Michael A. Milton,
2024-03-13 No one doubts we have quickly moved to what Charles Taylor called “a secular age.”
How do Christian pastors, professors, seminary students, and others respond to the myriad issues
now facing the Body of Christ? Following on a biblical and reformed understanding of public
theology, Milton along with trusted theologians John Frame, George Grant, Peter Lillback (and a
special contribution from noted Orthodox economist and theologian John Panagiotou) not only
provide biblical responses to the issues of our time but in doing so give the Church a method, a way,
to conduct faithful Gospel ministry in an increasingly hostile post-Christian world. A must for classes
on ethics, sociology of religion, pastoral theology, and serious-minded Christians seeking insight that
they might “Understand of the times” (1 Chr 12:32).

being consumed economics and christian desire: A Church for the World Samuel Yonas



Deressa, Josh de Keijzer, 2020-08-20 A Church for the World: The Church’s Role in Fostering
Democracy and Sustainable Development challenges theologians and lay readers alike to think about
the role of the church vis-a-vis its responsibility to the world. How may the church contribute to
democracy and foster sustainable development? Contributors from mostly non-Western theological
communities offer historical, developmental, ecclesiastical, and theological perspectives on the
church-world relationship, challenging misconceptions and practices that prevent the church from
living up to its transformational vocation as salt and light in the world (Matt. 5:13-16). The driving
force behind the questions and perspectives discussed here is Gustavo Gutierrez’s axiom in A
Theology of Liberation: A theology which fails to address the most urgent needs of ordinary people is
not worthy of the word “theology.” Proceeding from this insight, this book creates awareness about
the relationship between religion, democracy, and development, and aims to strengthen the
self-understanding of the church with regard to its responsibilities in the world.

being consumed economics and christian desire: T&T Clark Handbook of Theological
Anthropology Mary Ann Hinsdale, Stephen Okey, 2021-01-28 Including classical, modern, and
postmodern approaches to theological anthropology, this volume covers the entire spectrum of
thought on the doctrines of creation, the human person as imago Dei, sin, and grace. The editors
have gathered an exceptionally diverse range of voices, ensuring ecumenical balance (Protestant,
Roman Catholic and Orthodox) and the inclusion of previously neglected perspectives (women,
African American, Asian, Latinx, and LGBTQ). The contributors revisit authors from the “Great
Tradition” (early church, medieval, and modern), and discuss them alongside critical and
liberationist approaches (ranging from feminist, decolonial, and intersectional theory to critical race
theory and queer performance theory). This is a much-needed overview of a rapidly evolving field.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Reinterpreting the Eucharist Anne F.
Elvey, Carol Hogan, Kim Power, Claire Renkin, 2014-10-14 The Eucharist continues to be central to
contemporary Christian religious tradition and to be the focus for a wide range of assumptions and
disputes. Chief amongst these disputes is the role of women in the theology and the ritual of the
Eucharist.Reinterpreting the Eucharist brings together a diverse range of voices with each using
their own marginalized experience to explore other ways - indigenous culture, medieval and
contemporary art, social history, and environmental ethics - of engaging with the Eucharist.
Presenting new forms of theological and ethical engagement, the book responds to the challenge of
reconsidering the meaning of the Eucharist today.

being consumed economics and christian desire: Themelios, Volume 37, Issue 3 D. A.
Carson, 2015-01-27 Themelios is an international, evangelical, peer-reviewed theological journal
that expounds and defends the historic Christian faith. Themelios is published three times a year
online at The Gospel Coalition (http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and
Stock. Its primary audience is theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well.
Themelios began in 1975 and was operated by RTSF/UCCEF in the UK, and it became a digital journal
operated by The Gospel Coalition in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the
globe as editors, essayists, and reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School Managing Editor: Brian Tabb, Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J.
Ovey, Oak Hill Theological College Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and
Seminary Book Review Editors: Jerry Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney
Missionary & Bible College; Nathan A. Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans
Madueme, Covenant College; Dane Ortlund, Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary
Editorial Board: Gerald Bray, Beeson Divinity School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of
Theology Paul Helseth, University of Northwestern, St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken
Magnuson, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary James Robson, Wycliffe Hall Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College
Paul Williamson, Moore Theological College Stephen Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert
Yarbrough, Covenant Seminary

being consumed economics and christian desire: Grave Attending Karen Bray, 2019-12-03



A thorough critique of the redemptive narratives of neoliberalism in US politics and society. “This is
a book about what it would mean to be a bit moody in the midst of being theological and political. Its
framing assumption is that neoliberal economics relies on narratives in which not being in the right
mood means a cursed existence.” So begins Grave Attending: A Political Theology for the
Unredeemed, which mounts a challenge to neoliberal narratives of redemption. Mapping the
contemporary state of political theology, Karen Bray brings it to bear upon secularism, Marxist
thought, affect theory, queer temporality, and other critical modes as a way to refuse separating
one’s personal mood from the political or philosophical. Introducing the concept of bipolar time, she
offers a critique of neoliberal temporality by countering capitalist priorities of efficiency through the
experiences of mania and depression. And it is here Bray makes her crucial critical turn, one that
values the power of those who are unredeemed in the eyes of liberal democracy?those too slow, too
mad, too depressed to be of productive worth?suggesting forms of utopia in the poetics of crip
theory and ordinary habit. Through performances of what she calls grave attending?being brought
down by the gravity of what is and listening to the ghosts of what might have been?Bray asks
readers to choose collective care over individual overcoming. Grave Attending brings critical
questions of embodiment, history, and power to the fields of political theology, radical theology,
secular theology, and the continental philosophy of religion. Scholars interested in addressing the
lack of intersectional engagement within these fields will find this work invaluable. As the forces of
neoliberalism demand we be productive, efficient, happy, and flexible in order to be deemed worthy
subjects, Grave Attending offers another model for living politically, emotionally, and theologically.
Instead of submitting to such a market-driven concept of salvation, this book insists that we remain
mad, moody, and unredeemed. Drawing on theories of affect, temporality, disability, queerness,
work, and race, Bray persuades us that embodying more just forms of sociality comes not in spite of
irredeemable moods, but through them. “In Grave Attending, Bray forges a bold, and yet
surprisingly gentle, theological response to the driving economies of salvation that flow through the
bloodstream of US politics and American Christianity. Immersed in multiple scholarly discourses,
Bray manages to expose the significance of theology amongst these, as her theological vision insists
on countering the pathologizing forces that either numb us or compel us to rise above suffering. She
catches readers off-guard by crafting a lyrical work of theology that claims moods and modes of
reflection that are often deemed unsuitable and unworthy. Bray’s theology claims the damned and
damns the redemptive.” —Shelly Rambo, Boston University
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