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Armenian Speak What Language: Understanding the Linguistic Identity of
Armenia

armenian speak what language is a question that often arises when people
encounter this ancient and culturally rich nation. Nestled in the South
Caucasus region, Armenia boasts a unique linguistic heritage that is both
fascinating and integral to its national identity. Exploring what language
Armenians speak opens the door to appreciating their history, culture, and
the distinctive features that make Armenian a language worth learning and
preserving.

The Armenian Language: A Unique Linguistic
Treasure

When you wonder "armenian speak what language," the straightforward answer is
Armenian. However, this simplicity belies the depth and uniqueness of the
language itself. Armenian is an independent branch of the Indo-European
language family, which means it stands apart from related languages like
Russian, Turkish, or Persian, spoken in neighboring regions.

Origins and Historical Background

The Armenian language has ancient roots tracing back over 2,500 years. It
evolved from the Proto-Armenian language, with the earliest recorded form
being Classical Armenian, also known as Grabar, which was used in religious
texts and literature. The creation of the Armenian alphabet in the 5th
century by Mesrop Mashtots was a turning point, enabling the preservation of
Armenian literature, history, and religious texts. This alphabet is still
used today, showcasing the language’s continuity and resilience.

The Armenian Alphabet: A Symbol of Cultural Identity

One of the most distinctive features of the Armenian language is its unique
alphabet. Comprising 39 letters, the Armenian script is unlike any other
writing system in the world. It’s a source of tremendous pride for Armenians
and a key marker of their cultural identity. The script has evolved slightly
over centuries but retains its core structure and beauty, making it instantly
recognizable.



Modern Armenian: Eastern and Western Dialects

The Armenian language today primarily exists in two standardized forms:
Eastern Armenian and Western Armenian. Understanding these dialects helps
clarify the question "armenian speak what language" in contemporary contexts.

Eastern Armenian

Eastern Armenian is predominantly spoken in the Republic of Armenia and by
Armenian communities in countries like Iran, Russia, and Georgia. It serves
as the official language of Armenia and is taught in schools, used in media,
government, and daily communication. This dialect features specific phonetic
and grammatical characteristics that distinguish it clearly from Western
Armenian.

Western Armenian

Western Armenian developed historically within the Armenian diaspora,
especially in regions formerly part of the Ottoman Empire. Although it shares
the same alphabet and many linguistic features with Eastern Armenian, Western
Armenian has notable differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax.
Today, it is spoken primarily by Armenian communities in countries such as
Lebanon, Syria, the United States, and France.

Bridging the Dialects

While Eastern and Western Armenian have differences, they remain mutually
intelligible to a large extent. Many Armenians across the globe can
understand both dialects, which helps maintain a sense of unity despite
geographical dispersion.

Influences on the Armenian Language

Language is rarely isolated, and Armenian is no exception. Over centuries, it
has absorbed influences from neighboring languages, enriching its vocabulary
and expressions.

Persian and Arabic Influences

Due to historical Persian rule and cultural exchange, many Armenian words



have Persian roots, particularly in areas related to administration, cuisine,
and arts. Similarly, Arabic influences entered Armenian through trade and
historic interactions.

Russian and Turkish Impact

In modern times, Russian has played a significant role, especially during the
Soviet era when Armenia was part of the USSR. Russian remains widely spoken
as a second language by many Armenians. Turkish influence is also noticeable,
especially in Western Armenian dialects, due to historical contact.

Language in the Armenian Diaspora

Since the Armenian Genocide and subsequent global migrations, millions of
Armenians live outside their homeland. The question "armenian speak what
language" becomes more complex here because diaspora communities often
balance Armenian with the languages of their host countries.

Maintaining Armenian Abroad

Many diaspora Armenians strive to keep their language alive through schools,
churches, cultural centers, and community events. Armenian language education
is considered essential for preserving cultural heritage, identity, and
continuity across generations.

Challenges and Adaptations

However, language shift is a reality in some communities, where younger
generations might prioritize English, French, or other dominant languages.
This has led to innovative approaches, such as online Armenian language
courses, apps, and media to support Armenian language learning worldwide.

Why Learn Armenian?

For anyone curious about armenian speak what language, exploring Armenian can
be a rewarding experience beyond mere communication.

e Rich Literary Tradition: Armenian literature spans religious texts,
poetry, and modern works that offer deep insights into Armenian history
and culture.



e Unique Linguistic Features: Armenian has a distinct grammar and
phonetics, making it a fascinating study for linguists and language
enthusiasts.

e Connection to History: Learning Armenian connects you to one of the
world’s oldest civilizations and its enduring legacy.

e Community and Culture: Speaking Armenian opens doors to vibrant
communities and cultural experiences worldwide.

Tips for Learning Armenian

If you're inspired to explore Armenian, here are some practical tips:

1. Start with the Alphabet: Familiarize yourself with the Armenian script
to build a strong foundation.

2. Focus on Dialects: Decide whether Eastern or Western Armenian suits your

goals, or explore both if you’re interested in a broad understanding.

3. Use Multimedia Resources: Listen to Armenian music, watch films, and
practice with language apps to reinforce learning.

4. Engage with Native Speakers: Join Armenian cultural groups or online
forums to practice conversational skills.

5. Be Patient and Consistent: Like any language, Armenian requires
dedication, but the rewards are well worth the effort.

Exploring the question "armenian speak what language" reveals much more than
just a simple fact—it uncovers a vibrant linguistic heritage that continues

to thrive despite historical challenges. Whether you’'re a traveler, a

heritage learner, or a language enthusiast, Armenian offers a unique window

into a rich culture that proudly preserves its voice through language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What language do Armenians primarily speak?

Armenians primarily speak Armenian, which is an independent branch of the
Indo-European language family.



Is Armenian the official language of Armenia?

Yes, Armenian is the official language of the Republic of Armenia.

Are there different dialects of the Armenian
language?

Yes, the two main dialects of Armenian are Eastern Armenian, spoken in
Armenia and Iran, and Western Armenian, spoken by the Armenian diaspora.

Do Armenians speak other languages besides Armenian?

Many Armenians are bilingual or multilingual, often speaking Russian,
English, or Turkish depending on their region or diaspora community.

What alphabet is used to write the Armenian
language?

The Armenian language is written using the Armenian alphabet, which was
created in 405 AD by Mesrop Mashtots.

Is Armenian related to any other languages?

Armenian is an independent branch of the Indo-European language family and is
not closely related to other languages, though it shares some common roots.

How many people speak Armenian worldwide?

Approximately 6-7 million people speak Armenian worldwide, including those in
Armenia and the global diaspora.

Has the Armenian language changed over time?

Yes, the Armenian language has evolved, with Classical Armenian (Grabar) used
historically in literature and liturgy, and Modern Armenian being used today.

Can you learn Armenian easily as a foreign language?

Armenian can be challenging for foreign learners due to its unique alphabet
and grammar, but with dedicated study and resources, it is definitely
learnable.

Additional Resources

Armenian Speak What Language: Exploring the Linguistic Identity of Armenians

armenian speak what language is a question that often arises in discussions



about the Caucasus region, its diverse ethnic groups, and their unique
cultural identities. The Armenian people, with a history stretching back
millennia, possess a distinct linguistic heritage that plays a crucial role
in their national identity. Understanding what language Armenians speak
involves delving into the Armenian language itself, its dialects, historical
evolution, and its place among world languages. This article provides a
comprehensive and analytical overview of the Armenian language, exploring its
characteristics, usage, and cultural significance.

The Armenian Language: An Overview

Armenian is an independent branch of the Indo-European language family. It is
not closely related to any other language, setting it apart as a linguistic
isolate within its family tree. The language boasts a rich literary
tradition, dating back to the early 5th century with the creation of the
Armenian alphabet by Mesrop Mashtots—a pivotal moment in Armenian cultural
history that enabled the preservation and flourishing of Armenian literature
and identity.

Today, Armenian serves as the official language of the Republic of Armenia
and the de facto Republic of Artsakh, spoken by approximately 6 to 7 million
people worldwide. Moreover, a significant Armenian diaspora spreads across
Russia, the United States, France, Iran, and Lebanon, among other countries,
contributing to the language's global footprint.

Historical Development and Linguistic Classification

The Armenian language has a documented history of more than 1,600 years, with
Classical Armenian (Grabar) being the earliest known written form. Grabar was
predominantly used in religious texts and official documents through the
medieval period. Over time, the language evolved into Middle Armenian and
eventually modern Armenian, which is divided into two standardized forms:

e Eastern Armenian: Primarily spoken in Armenia, Iran, and the former
Soviet republics.

e Western Armenian: Traditionally spoken by the Armenian diaspora,
particularly those originating from the Ottoman Empire.

Both variants share a common literary heritage but differ in pronunciation,
vocabulary, and some grammatical structures. These differences have been
shaped by historical, geographical, and sociopolitical factors.



Armenian Speak What Language: Eastern vs.
Western Armenian

When considering the question "armenian speak what language," it is essential
to differentiate between Eastern and Western Armenian. These two branches
reflect the linguistic diversity within the Armenian-speaking community and
highlight how historical events influenced language development.

Eastern Armenian

Eastern Armenian is the official language of the Republic of Armenia and is
used in government, education, media, and daily communication. It is written
using the Armenian alphabet and has been influenced by Russian and Persian
due to historical interactions. Eastern Armenian is characterized by a
phonetic system that closely aligns with its spelling, making literacy
relatively accessible for native speakers.

Western Armenian

Western Armenian, on the other hand, primarily finds its home among the
Armenian diaspora. Following the Armenian Genocide and subsequent dispersion,
Western Armenian became the linguistic thread maintaining cultural continuity
among displaced Armenians. Despite being recognized by UNESCO as an
endangered language, Western Armenian remains actively used in diaspora
communities and cultural institutions.

Language Features and Unique Characteristics

The Armenian language exhibits several distinctive linguistic traits that
contribute to its uniqueness:

e Alphabet: The Armenian script comprises 39 letters, designed
specifically for the language. It is one of the few alphabets created
for a single language and remains in use today.

e Phonology: Armenian contains a rich array of consonants and vowels,
including ejective consonants, which are relatively rare in Indo-
European languages.

e Grammar: Armenian grammar features complex verb conjugations, a system
of noun declensions, and postpositions rather than prepositions.



e Linguistic borrowings: Over centuries, Armenian has absorbed loanwords
from Persian, Greek, Arabic, Russian, and Turkish, reflecting the
region's historical interactions.

These features underscore the language’s depth and resilience, maintaining
its identity despite external influences.

The Role of Armenian Language in Culture and
Identity

Language is a cornerstone of Armenian cultural identity. The Armenian
genocide, diaspora, and political upheavals have all underscored the
importance of language preservation as a means of cultural survival. Armenian
literature, poetry, and religious texts have been pivotal in maintaining a
collective memory and national pride.

In educational systems within Armenia, Armenian language instruction is
mandatory, ensuring generational transmission. For diaspora communities,
Armenian schools, cultural centers, and media outlets play essential roles in
sustaining language use. However, challenges exist, particularly in diaspora
contexts where assimilation pressures threaten language retention.

Armenian Language in the Modern World

In the digital age, the Armenian language faces both opportunities and
challenges. Technological advancements have facilitated the creation of
Armenian-language content online, contributing to language revitalization.
Social media platforms, digital libraries, and language learning apps have
broadened access, especially for younger generations.

Conversely, globalization and dominant languages such as English and Russian
pose competition, especially in multilingual Armenian communities. Efforts by
linguistic and cultural organizations aim to promote bilingualism while
preserving Armenian as a vibrant living language.

Comparisons with Other Regional Languages

Understanding armenian speak what language also involves situating Armenian
within the linguistic mosaic of the Caucasus region. Armenia shares borders
with Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Iran—each home to diverse languages.

Unlike many neighboring languages, Armenian is Indo-European, whereas



Georgian belongs to the Kartvelian family, and Azerbaijani is a Turkic
language. This distinct classification highlights the unique historical
trajectory of the Armenian language and its speakers.

Moreover, Armenian’s alphabet sets it apart in a region where Cyrillic,

Latin, and other scripts dominate. This uniqueness has been a source of pride
but also a barrier in cross-cultural communication.

Pros and Cons of Armenian Language Usage

e Pros:
o Strong cultural identity and historical continuity.
o Rich literary tradition and unique alphabet.

o 0fficial language status in Armenia supporting institutional use.

e Cons:

[¢]

Limited global reach compared to major world languages.

[¢]

Dialects and dispersion pose challenges for standardization.

o

Endangerment risk for Western Armenian in diaspora communities.

Future Prospects for the Armenian Language

The survival and growth of Armenian depend on sustained efforts in education,
media, and community engagement. Technological integration and international
cooperation in cultural preservation are vital to ensuring the language
remains vibrant.

For those questioning "armenian speak what language," the answer is not
merely a linguistic fact but a gateway into understanding Armenian history,
culture, and identity. As Armenians continue to navigate their place in a
globalized world, their language remains a powerful emblem of their enduring
heritage.



Armenian Speak What Language

armenian speak what language: The Transgenerational Consequences of the Armenian
Genocide Anthonie Holslag, 2018-03-22 This book brings together the Armenian Genocide process
and its transgenerational outcome, which are often juxtaposed in existing scholarship, to ask how
the Armenian Genocide is conceptualized and placed within diasporic communities. Taking a dual
approach to answer this question, Anthonie Holslag studies the cultural expression of violence
during the genocidal process itself, and in the aftermath for the victims. By using this approach, this
book allows us to see comparatively how genocide in diasporic communities in the Netherlands,
London and the US is encapsulated in an historic narrative. It paints a picture of the complexity of
genocidal violence itself, but also in its transgenerational and non-spatial consequences, raising new
questions of how violence can be perpetuated or interlocked with the discourse and narratives of the
victims, and how the violence can be relived.

armenian speak what language: Armenian-Americans Anny Bakalian, 2017-07-12 Assimilation
has been a contentious issues for most immigrant groups in the United States. The host society is
assumed to lire immigrants and their descendants away from their ancestral heritage. Yet, in their
quest for a better life, few immigrants intentionally forsake heir ethnic identity; most try to hold onto
their culture by transplanting their traditional institutions and recreating new communities in
America. Armenian-Americans are no exception. Armenian-Americans have been generally
overlooked by census enumerators, survey analysts, and social scientists because of their small
numbers and relative dispersion throughout the United States. They remain a little-studied group
that has been called a hidden minority. Armenian Americans fills this significant gap. Based on the
results of an extensive mail questionnaire survey, in-depth interviews, and participant observation of
communal gatherings, this book analyzed the individual and collective struggles of
Armenian-Americans to perpetuate their Armenian legacy while actively seeking new pathways to
the American Dream. This volume shows how men and women of Armenian descent become
distanced from their ethnic origins with the passing of generations. Yet assimilation and
maintenance of ethnic identity go hand-in-hand. The ascribed, unconscious, compulsive
Armenianness of the immigrant generation is transformed into a voluntary, rational, situational
Armenianness. The generational change is from being Armenian to feeling Armenian. The
Armenian-American community has grown and prospered in this century. Greater tolerance of ethnic
differences in the host society, the remarkable social mobility of many Armenian-Americans and the
influx of large numbers of new immigrants from the Middle East and Soviet bloc in recent decades
have contributed to this development. The future of this community, however, remains precarious as
it strives to adjust to the ever changing social, economic, and political conditions affec

armenian speak what language: Adjarian’s Armenian dialectology (1911) Hossep Dolatian,
2024-11-26 Armenian is an Indo-European language. Alongside two varieties, there are countless
non-standard dialects, many of which were were made extinct because of the Armenian Genocide.
This book is an English translation of a monograph originally written in Armenian by Hrachia
Adjarian: Qwj Puppwnwghwmniphil or Armenian dialectology. The original monograph consisted of
descriptions of 31 non-standard Armenian varieties. The present book is both a translation and
commentary on this monograph. The translation includes paradigm tables, sound changes,
morpheme segmentation, glossing, and IPA transcriptions.

armenian speak what language: Iranian and Minority Languages at Home and in
Diaspora Anousha Sedighi, 2023-02-20 While the typology, syntax, and morphology of Iranian
languages have been widely explored, the sociolinguistic aspects remain largely understudied. The
present companion addresses this essential yet overlooked area of research in two ways: (i) The
book explores multilingualism within Iran and its neighbouring countries. (ii) It also investigates
Iranian heritage languages within the diasporic context of the West. The scope of languages covered
is vast: In addition to discussing Iranian minority languages such as Tati and Balochi, the book
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explores non-Iranian minority languages such as Azeri, Tukmen, Armenian and Mandaic.
Furthermore, the companion investigates Iranian heritage languages such as Wakhi, Pashto, and
Persian within their diasporic and global contexts. In the current era of migration and globalization,
minority and heritage speakers are increasingly valuable resources. By focusing on the speakers, the
companion provides new insights into a multitude of sociolinguistic issues including language
attitude and identity, language use and literacy practices, language policy, language shift and loss.
The companion is an essential reference for those interested in Iranian languages, minority
languages, heritage languages, sociolinguistics, bilingualism, language policy and planning, diaspora
and migration studies, as well as those researching in related fields.

armenian speak what language: Area Handbook for Syria American University (Washington,
D.C.). Foreign Areas Studies Division, 1965 General study of Syrian Arab Republic - covers historical
and geographical aspects, demographic aspects and social structures, tradition, living conditions,
education, cultural factors, religion, health services, the government system, foreign policy, mass
media, the economic structure, agriculture, industry, labour relations, labour force, trade unions,
trade, economic relations, etc. Bibliography pp. 383 to 392, maps and statistical tables.

armenian speak what language: Armenian Christians in Iran James Barry, 2019 Examines
Iran's Armenian community, shedding light on Muslim-Christian relations in Iran since the 1979
revolution.

armenian speak what language: Migration, Post-Socialism, and Diasporic Experiences.
Fragmented Lives, Entangled Worlds / Migration, Postsozialismus und
Diaspora-Erfahrungen. Fragmentierte Leben, verflochtene Welten Alina JaSina-Schafer, Nino
Aivazishvili-Gehne, 2024-09-03 This special issue scrutinises the migration and diasporic
experiences of people from the former Soviet Union. It explores the intricate histories of migrants,
their current realities, and future aspirations, all influenced by a tapestry of spatio-temporal orders
and their interrelations. Specifically, the collection investigates the relevance of (post-)socialism in
interpreting the nuanced shifts within diasporic life. It explores how connections are forged, and
disconnections are navigated, and how past experiences are continually fused and re-configured,
thereby shaping the post-migration context. By integrating diverse perspectives across various
locales and time periods, this issue offers a comprehensive analysis of the complexities in both
individual narratives and broader community dynamics.

armenian speak what language: Community Languages in the Netherlands Guus Extra, Ludo
Verhoeven, 2020-08-26 This book focuses on the international and educational context of ethnic
communities and their language varieties in the Netherlands. It presents major trends in Dutch
research on community languages and cross-cultural evidence on reported vs observed use of
community languages at Dutch schools.

armenian speak what language: Annual Report of the American Bible Society American Bible
Society, 1837 Together with a list of auxiliary and cooperating societies, their officers, and other
data.

armenian speak what language: An Introduction to Molecular Anthropology Mark Stoneking,
2025-11-04 A freshly updated discussion of the foundations of—and latest developments
in—molecular anthropology In the newly revised second edition of An Introduction to Molecular
Anthropology, retired researcher, Dr. Mark Stoneking, delivers an essential primer on genetics and
molecular anthropology. The book is an accessible resource that covers key recent developments in
the production and analysis of genome-wide data that highlights advances in methods and
technologies, as well as the latest findings from ancient DNA. The updated chapters build on basic
genetics and evolutionary concepts to demonstrate how to make inferences about human population
history and human evolution in the genomics age. It explores how evolution influences genes, how
genes evolve, the different kinds of genetic variation in humans and how they are analyzed, and the
latest technologies and ethical issues that arise from the sampling of modern populations. Readers
will also find: A thorough introduction to the genetic evidence of human origins and the spread of
humans around the world Comprehensive explorations of the role of selection and adaptation in



human evolution Practical discussions of the impact of culture on human genetic variation Complete
treatments of likely future developments within molecular anthropology in the genomics era Perfect
for anthropology students and others studying introductory human evolution, An Introduction to
Molecular Anthropology will also benefit practicing anthropologists and researchers in a variety of
fields that touch on this topic.

armenian speak what language: The International Geography Hugh Robert Mill, 1899

armenian speak what language: The Comprehensive Armenian Address Book of Australia ,
1983

armenian speak what language: The Languages and Linguistics of Western Asia Geoffrey
Haig, Geoffrey Khan, 2018-12-03 The languages of Western Asia belong to a variety of language
families, including Indo-European, Kartvelian, Semitic, and Turkic, but share numerous features on
account of being in areal contact over many centuries. This volume presents descriptions of the
modern languages, contributed by leading specialists, and evaluates similarities across the
languages that may have arisen by areal contact. It begins with an introductory chapter presenting
an overview of the various genetic groupings in the region and summarizing some of the significant
features and issues relating to language contact. In the core of the volume the presentation of the
languages is divided into five contact areas, which include (i) eastern Anatolia and northwestern
Iran, (ii) northern Iraq, (iii) western Iran, (iv) the Caspian region and south Azerbaijan, and (v) the
Caucasian rim and southern Black Sea coast. Each section contains chapters devoted to the
languages of the area preceded by an introductory section that highlights significant contact
phenomena. The volume is rounded off by an appendix with basic lexical items across a selection of
the languages. The handbook features contributions by Erik Anonby, Denise Bailey, Christiane Bulut,
David Erschler, Geoffrey Haig, Geoffrey Khan, Rene Lacroix, Parvin Mahmoudveysi, Hrach
Martirosyan, Ludwig Paul, Stephan Prochdzka, Laurentia Schreiber, Don Stilo, Mortaza
Taheri-Ardali, Christina van der Wal Anonby.

armenian speak what language: Focus , 1980

armenian speak what language: 1980 Census of Population , 1982

armenian speak what language: Indigenous Peoples Victoria R. Williams, 2020-02-24 The
book is an essential resource for those interested in investigating the lives, histories, and futures of
indigenous peoples around the world. Perfect for readers looking to learn more about cultural
groups around the world, this four-volume work examines approximately 400 indigenous groups
globally. The encyclopedia investigates the history, social structure, and culture of peoples from all
corners of the world, including their role in the world, their politics, and their customs and
traditions. Alphabetically arranged entries focus on groups living in all world regions, some of which
are well-known with large populations, and others that are lesser-known with only a handful of
surviving members. Each entry includes sections on the group's geography and environment; history
and politics; society, culture, and tradition; access to health care and education; and threats to
survival. Each entry concludes with See Also cross-references and a list of Further Reading
resources to guide readers in their research. Also included in the encyclopedia are Native Voices
inset boxes, allowing readers a glimpse into the daily lives of members of these indigenous groups,
as well as an appendix featuring the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.

armenian speak what language: The international geography, by 70 authors, ed. by H.R. Mill
International geography, 1899

armenian speak what language: Ethnic Los Angeles Roger Waldinger, Mehdi Bozorgmehr,
1996-12-05 Since 1965 more immigrants have come to Los Angeles than anywhere else in the United
States. These newcomers have rapidly and profoundly transformed the city's ethnic makeup and
sparked heated debate over their impact on the region's troubled economy. Ethnic Los Angeles
presents a multi-investigator study of L.A.'s immigrant population, exploring the scope,
characteristics, and consequences of ethnic transition in the nation's second most populous urban
center. Using the wealth of information contained in the U.S. censuses of 1970, 1980, and 1990,



essays on each of L.A.'s major ethnic groups tell who the immigrants are, where they come from, the
skills they bring and their sources of employment, and the nature of their families and social
networks. The contributors explain the history of legislation and economic change that made the city
a magnet for immigration, and compare the progress of new immigrants to those of previous eras.
Recent immigrants to Los Angeles follow no uniform course of adaptation, nor do they simply
assimilate into the mainstream society. Instead, they have entered into distinct niches at both the
high and low ends of the economic spectrum. While Asians and Middle Easterners have thrived
within the medical and technical professions, low-skill newcomers from Central America provide
cheap labor in light manufacturing industries. As Ethnic Los Angeles makes clear, the city's future
will depend both on how well its economy accommodates its diverse population, and on how that
population adapts to economic changes. The more prosperous immigrants arrived already possessed
of advanced educations and skills, but what does the future hold for less-skilled newcomers? Will
their children be able to advance socially and economically, as the children of previous immigrants
once did? The contributors examine the effect of racial discrimination, both in favoring low-skilled
immigrant job seekers over African Americans, and in preventing the more successful immigrants
and native-born ethnic groups from achieving full economic parity with whites. Ethnic Los Angeles is
an illuminating portrait of a city whose unprecedented changes are sure to be replicated in other
urban areas as new concentrations of immigrants develop. Backed by detailed demographic
information and insightful analyses, this volume engages all of the issues that are central to today's
debates about immigration, ethnicity, and economic opportunity in a post-industrial urban society.

armenian speak what language: The Languages of Israel Bernard Spolsky, Elana Goldberg
Shohamy, 1999 The practice and ideology of the treatment of the languages of Israel are examined
in this book. It asks about the extent to which the present linguistic pattern may be attribited to
explicit language planning activities.

armenian speak what language: Language, Religion and National Identity in Europe and the
Middle East John Myhill, 2006-01-01 This book discusses the historical record of the idea that
language is associated with national identity, demonstrating that different applications of this idea
have consistently produced certain types of results. Nationalist movements aimed at 'unification’',
based upon languages which vary greatly at the spoken level, e.g. German, Italian, Pan-Turkish and
Arabic, have been associated with aggression, fascism and genocide, while those based upon
relatively homogeneous spoken languages, e.g. Czech, Norwegian and Ukrainian, have resulted in
national liberation and international stability. It is also shown that religion can be more important to
national identity than language, but only for religious groups which were understood in premodern
times to be national rather than universal or doctrinal, e.g. Jews, Armenians, Maronites, Serbs,
Dutch and English; this is demonstrated with discussions of the Holocaust, the Armenian Genocide,
the civil war in Lebanon and the breakup of Yugoslavia, the United Netherlands and the United
Kingdom.
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