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5e Blood Hunter Guide: Mastering the Art of the Hemocraft

5e blood hunter guide is your gateway to understanding one of the most intriguing and versatile
classes in Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition. Whether you're a seasoned player looking to diversify
your character roster or a newcomer eager to explore a class that blends martial prowess with dark,
mystical forces, this guide will walk you through everything you need to know about the Blood
Hunter. From their unique abilities to optimal builds, roleplay tips, and combat strategies, we’ll dive
deep into what makes this class stand out.

What is a Blood Hunter in 5e?

The Blood Hunter is a unique class created by Matthew Mercer, known for its dark, gritty flavor and
a mix of combat skill and blood magic. Unlike traditional spellcasters, Blood Hunters harness
hemocraft—the manipulation of their own life essence—to gain supernatural powers. This class is
perfect for players who enjoy a mix of rogue-like stealth, fighter-level combat, and spell-like abilities
without delving fully into arcane magic.

Blood Hunters are often portrayed as monster hunters, vigilantes, or cursed warriors who have
taken oaths to fight supernatural evils. Their thematic focus on sacrifice and self-mastery makes
them compelling characters in any campaign setting.

Core Features of the Blood Hunter Class

Understanding the core mechanics of the Blood Hunter is crucial for building an effective character.

Hemocraft: The Blood Hunter’s Signature

At the heart of the Blood Hunter’s abilities lies hemocraft—the art of using one’s own blood to fuel
magical effects. This manifests in a variety of ways, such as enhancing weapon strikes, casting blood
curses, or gaining resistances. However, these powers come at a cost, often requiring the Blood
Hunter to take damage or sacrifice hit points as a form of payment, adding a strategic risk-reward
element to gameplay.

Blood Curses

One of the most defining features is the use of Blood Curses. These are magical effects that can
debilitate enemies, provide battlefield control, or enhance personal capabilities. Players gain access
to different curses as they level up, allowing for customization based on playstyle. For example, the
"Curse of Binding" can hinder an enemy’s movement, while the "Curse of the Marked" improves



damage output against a chosen target.

Fighting Style and Combat Prowess

Blood Hunters are proficient in martial combat, often favoring weapons like longswords, hand
crossbows, or even dual wielding. They can choose a fighting style similar to Fighters, such as
Archery or Two-Weapon Fighting, to tailor their combat approach. This versatility makes the Blood
Hunter adept at both frontline combat and ranged engagements.

Choosing Your Blood Hunter Order

One of the most exciting decisions when creating a Blood Hunter is selecting your subclass, known
as the Order. Each Order grants unique abilities that shape your role and flavor within the party.

Order of the Ghostslayer

This Order specializes in hunting undead and spirits. Ghostslayers gain abilities that allow them to
see invisible creatures and deal extra damage to undead foes. Their spectral resilience and affinity
for fighting incorporeal enemies make them excellent in campaigns featuring undead or
otherworldly threats.

Order of the Lycan

For players wanting to embrace a more primal and feral experience, the Lycan Order is the choice.
It grants a werewolf-like transformation that boosts physical stats and grants regenerative abilities.
While powerful, this form comes with risks, such as vulnerability to silver weapons, adding a layer of
tactical complexity.

Order of the Mutant

Mutant Blood Hunters experiment with alchemical concoctions, known as mutagens, to enhance
their physical abilities temporarily. This Order offers a flexible and dynamic playstyle, allowing you
to adapt to different combat situations by selecting from various mutagens that increase speed,
strength, or resilience.

Order of the Profane Soul

This Order blends blood magic with warlock-like spellcasting. It grants access to a limited spell list
and invocations, making it perfect for players who want to weave arcane powers into their combat



style. The Profane Soul adds a magical edge without sacrificing martial capability.

Building Your Blood Hunter: Tips and Strategies

Crafting a Blood Hunter that is both effective and fun requires balancing multiple elements, from
ability scores to equipment.

Ability Scores Priorities

The primary attribute for Blood Hunters is usually Dexterity for ranged and finesse weapon attacks
or Strength for more traditional melee builds. Constitution is also vital due to the self-inflicted
damage many Blood Hunter abilities require. Wisdom plays a secondary role, especially for some
Blood Curses and saving throws.

A typical priority might look like this:

1. Dexterity or Strength (depending on weapon choice)
2. Constitution
3. Wisdom
4. Intelligence and Charisma lower priority

Equipment Choices

Blood Hunters benefit greatly from weapons that allow for finesse or ranged attacks, like
shortswords, rapiers, or hand crossbows. Since they often find themselves in the thick of battle,
medium armor or light armor paired with a shield can offer a good balance between defense and
mobility.

Don’t overlook utility items like healing potions or consumables that can mitigate the damage you
take from your own abilities.

Multiclassing Options

If you’re considering multiclassing, pairing Blood Hunter with Rogue or Fighter can enhance their
combat versatility. Rogue levels add sneak attack damage and skill expertise, while Fighter levels
provide additional attacks and fighting styles. For those drawn to the Profane Soul, Warlock is a
natural multiclass choice, deepening the spellcasting aspect.

Roleplaying the Blood Hunter

Blood Hunters offer rich narrative opportunities. Their connection to dark powers and the personal



cost of their abilities often translates into complex motivations and personalities.

Character Backstory Ideas

- A former noble who took up the Blood Hunter’s oath to avenge their family slain by vampires.
- A cursed warrior seeking redemption and a cure for their affliction.
- A wandering monster hunter with a strict code to protect innocents at all costs.
- An alchemist who delved into forbidden knowledge and now must live with the consequences.

Personality and Party Dynamics

Blood Hunters often carry a somber or intense demeanor due to their burdens, which can create
compelling interactions within a party. They might serve as the moral compass, the loner, or the
relentless warrior. Their unique abilities and knowledge about the supernatural can also make them
invaluable in campaigns focused on horror or mystery themes.

Advanced Tips for Playing a Blood Hunter

Mastering the Blood Hunter means understanding when to push your powers and when to hold back.
Since many abilities come with a cost, managing your hit points and resources is crucial.

- Use Blood Curses strategically: Don’t waste them on trivial encounters; reserve your curses for
tough battles or key moments.
- Monitor your health closely: The self-damage from hemocraft can add up quickly, so plan rests and
healing accordingly.
- Leverage your Order’s strengths: Each subclass has unique traits—lean into these to maximize your
effectiveness.
- Communicate with your DM: Since the Blood Hunter is a homebrew class, some rules might vary.
Clarifying how certain abilities work can prevent confusion.

Integrating Blood Hunter into Your Campaign

The Blood Hunter’s thematic elements make them an excellent fit for dark fantasy or gothic horror
campaigns. Their monster-hunting expertise can drive plotlines or provide hooks for adventures
involving vampires, werewolves, or other supernatural threats.

Additionally, the class’s moral ambiguity and the personal cost of using hemocraft can lead to
compelling roleplay moments. Whether your Blood Hunter struggles with their inner demons or
embraces the darkness fully, they bring depth and tension to any story.

---

Embarking on a journey as a Blood Hunter in 5e offers a unique blend of challenge and reward. With



their potent mix of martial skill and dark magic, Blood Hunters stand out as formidable and
memorable characters. This 5e blood hunter guide aims to equip you with the knowledge and
inspiration to dive into the shadows and emerge a true hunter of the night.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Blood Hunter class in D&D 5e?
The Blood Hunter is a homebrew class created by Matthew Mercer that combines martial combat
with blood magic, allowing characters to hunt monsters effectively using unique abilities tied to their
own life force.

How do Blood Hunters use Hemocraft in 5e?
Hemocraft is the Blood Hunter's unique blood magic that lets them perform special abilities by
sacrificing their own hit points, enhancing their combat skills and enabling supernatural effects.

What are the main subclasses (Orders) available for Blood
Hunters in 5e?
The main Orders include the Order of the Ghostslayer, Order of the Lycan, Order of the Mutant,
Order of the Profane Soul, and Order of the Crimson Rite, each offering distinct abilities and
playstyles.

How does the Crimson Rite feature work for Blood Hunters?
Crimson Rite allows Blood Hunters to imbue their weapons with elemental energy by sacrificing hit
points, adding damage of a chosen type to their attacks for a limited time.

What are the best races for a Blood Hunter in D&D 5e?
Races that provide Dexterity or Strength bonuses, such as Half-Elves, Humans, and Tieflings, are
excellent choices, as they complement the Blood Hunter's combat and versatility.

How does the Order of the Lycan subclass function?
The Order of the Lycan lets Blood Hunters transform into werewolf-like creatures with enhanced
physical abilities, resistances, and regenerative powers, focusing on melee combat.

Is the Blood Hunter class balanced for official D&D 5e
campaigns?
While popular and well-designed, the Blood Hunter is a homebrew class and may require DM
approval; some abilities can be powerful, so balancing adjustments might be needed based on the
campaign.



What are common feats or spells that synergize well with
Blood Hunters?
Feats like War Caster, Tough, and Mobile work well, while spells from the Order of the Profane Soul
subclass, such as Hex or Shield, enhance the Blood Hunter's versatility and survivability.

Where can I find official resources or guides for playing a
Blood Hunter in 5e?
The Blood Hunter class was published by Matthew Mercer on the D&D Beyond and Critical Role
websites, and there are numerous community guides and videos available to help players master the
class.

Additional Resources
**Mastering the 5e Blood Hunter: An In-Depth Guide**

5e blood hunter guide serves as an essential resource for players and Dungeon Masters seeking to
explore one of Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition’s most unique and gritty character classes. Created
by Matthew Mercer, the Blood Hunter class combines elements of martial prowess, dark rites, and
supernatural abilities, offering a compelling alternative to the more traditional classes in the
Player’s Handbook. This article delves into the nuances of the Blood Hunter, examining its
subclasses, mechanics, strengths, and potential drawbacks to assist players in making informed
decisions when integrating this class into their campaigns.

Understanding the Core Mechanics of the 5e Blood
Hunter

At its core, the Blood Hunter is a hybrid class that blends the capabilities of a fighter and a
spellcaster, with an emphasis on blood magic and occult knowledge. Unlike pure spellcasting
classes, Blood Hunters rely on a combination of physical combat skills and blood curses—magical
effects fueled by their own vitality. This symbiotic relationship between health and power creates a
high-risk, high-reward gameplay dynamic.

The primary attribute for the Blood Hunter is Dexterity, supporting their role as agile combatants,
though Strength-based builds are viable for those favoring heavy weapons. Constitution also plays a
critical role, given the class’s inherent tendency to sacrifice hit points to activate various blood
curses and abilities. This health trade-off mechanic distinguishes the Blood Hunter from other
martial classes, demanding careful resource management and tactical foresight.

Blood Curses and Crimson Rite: Defining Features

Central to the Blood Hunter’s identity are two hallmark features: Blood Curses and the Crimson
Rite. Blood Curses are debilitating effects that the Blood Hunter can impose on foes or themselves,



ranging from hampering enemy attacks to enhancing their own combat effectiveness. The versatility
of these curses allows for strategic flexibility, adapting to different combat scenarios.

The Crimson Rite is a signature ability that infuses the Blood Hunter’s weapon with elemental
energy drawn from their own blood. This adds extra damage on attacks but at the cost of the Blood
Hunter’s own health each turn. The Rite’s damage type varies based on the Hunter’s chosen Rite,
tailoring the character’s offensive capabilities towards specific enemy vulnerabilities or thematic
preferences.

Exploring Blood Hunter Subclasses: Orders of the
Blood

The Blood Hunter’s subclasses, known as Orders, further refine the class’s thematic and mechanical
identity. Each Order provides unique features and playstyles, allowing players to customize their
Blood Hunter to fit narrative and combat roles.

Order of the Ghostslayer

Focused on combating undead and incorporeal enemies, the Ghostslayer enhances the Blood
Hunter’s ability to perceive and damage spirits. This Order grants benefits such as improved weapon
damage against undead and resistances to necrotic damage, making it a popular choice in
campaigns heavy with undead adversaries.

Order of the Lycan

This subclass embraces the feral side of the Blood Hunter, granting transformative abilities
reminiscent of lycanthropy. The Lycan Order trades some of the Blood Hunter’s precision for brute
strength and resilience, providing features like enhanced regeneration, increased damage output,
and natural weapons during transformations. While potent, this subclass demands players balance
the risks and benefits of shifting into a more savage combat form.

Order of the Mutant

The Mutant Order introduces alchemical experimentation, allowing Blood Hunters to concoct
mutagens that temporarily enhance physical attributes or senses. This subclass emphasizes
adaptability and customization, as players can tailor their mutagens to suit various challenges,
whether boosting speed, strength, or resilience.

Order of the Profane Soul



Unique among the Orders, the Profane Soul blends the Blood Hunter with warlock-like spellcasting,
granting access to a limited spell list derived from a pact with a supernatural entity. This subclass
provides enhanced magical versatility while retaining the class’s martial focus, making it appealing
for players interested in a hybrid caster-warrior experience.

Comparative Analysis: Blood Hunter vs. Other Martial
Classes

When juxtaposed with classes such as the Fighter, Ranger, or Paladin, the Blood Hunter occupies a
distinct niche. Unlike Fighters, who excel in sustained physical combat with high durability, Blood
Hunters operate on a razor’s edge, trading hit points for power. This self-sacrificial element requires
a more tactical approach, emphasizing timing and resource management.

Compared to Rangers, Blood Hunters share some thematic overlap in monster hunting and tracking
but diverge in their reliance on blood magic rather than nature magic. The Blood Hunter’s blood
curses and rites provide more direct offensive and utility options, whereas Rangers tend to focus on
ranged attacks and spell support.

Paladins share the archetype of a holy warrior, but Blood Hunters are generally darker and more
morally ambiguous, often portrayed as hunters of the supernatural willing to embrace forbidden
powers. This tonal difference is reflected mechanically in the Blood Hunter’s more aggressive, self-
damaging style versus the Paladin’s protective and supportive abilities.

Strengths and Weaknesses of the Blood Hunter

Strengths: Unique thematic appeal, versatile combat options, strong against supernatural
foes, customizable subclasses.

Weaknesses: Lower durability due to self-inflicted damage, complex resource management,
less straightforward for new players, limited spellcasting compared to full casters.

Optimizing Your 5e Blood Hunter Build

Building an effective Blood Hunter hinges on strategic choices aligned with your campaign and party
composition. Dexterity-focused builds maximize damage output and survivability through enhanced
AC and initiative, while Strength builds can capitalize on heavier weapons and raw power.
Constitution remains critical to offset the health cost of blood rites and curses.

When selecting an Order, consider the campaign setting and anticipated enemies. For instance, the
Ghostslayer Order is ideal for campaigns rife with undead, whereas the Mutant Order offers
flexibility for varying challenges. The Profane Soul Order suits players who want to integrate



magical versatility without committing to a full caster.

Feats such as Tough, War Caster, and Mobile complement the Blood Hunter’s playstyle by
enhancing survivability, concentration on blood curses, and battlefield mobility. Multi-classing
options can also be explored, with Fighter or Rogue offering synergistic benefits like additional
attacks or stealth capabilities.

Roleplaying Considerations

Beyond mechanics, the 5e Blood Hunter offers rich roleplaying opportunities. The class’s dark,
somber themes invite complex character backstories involving sacrifice, obsession, and the struggle
against inner demons. Players can explore morally ambiguous narratives, wrestling with the cost of
power and the burden of their blood rites.

This depth can enhance campaign storytelling but also requires careful collaboration with the
Dungeon Master to integrate the class’s themes and abilities into the game world organically.

As the Blood Hunter continues to gain popularity among D&D enthusiasts, this guide aims to provide
a thorough understanding of its mechanics, subclasses, and strategic considerations. Whether you
seek a brooding monster hunter, a cursed warrior, or a hybrid spellcaster, the Blood Hunter offers a
compelling alternative that enriches the 5th Edition experience with its unique blend of martial skill
and forbidden magic.
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  5e blood hunter guide: Quick Start Guide La Notte Eterna 5e Jason R. Forbus, 2022-01-19
Nebvarasa is wracked by the Celestial War. The worlds are under siege by the gods and their
powerful armies. Laon, god of the sun, was imprisoned and Neir has fallen under eternal darkness.
Meteors in the shape of angels, demons and artifacts fall on the land, spreading chaos among
mortals. La Notte Eterna 5e is an epic-fantasy setting created by author Jason R. Forbus. The project
was started more than 15 years ago and over the years has grown with new ideas, game mechanics,
updates, edits and improvements. The setting currently comprises of a core manual of over 300
pages, a monster manual that adds dozens of new creatures and mechanics, a collection of short
stories based in the world of Neir offering ideas for new quests and characters, and an adventure to
get you started in La Notte Eterna 5e (Creeping Death). This QuickStart Guide has been designed to
provide all the elements necessary to start exploring and playing La Notte Eterna 5e. It includes
three new playable races, two paths, a summary description of the kingdoms and of the gods as well
as a one-shot adventure and a link to download the character’s sheet and a battlemap.
  5e blood hunter guide: Southern Michigan All-Outdoors Atlas & Field Guide Sportsman's
Connection, 2013-09-01 Sportsman's Connection's Southern Michigan All-Outdoors Atlas & Field
Guide contains maps created at twice the scale of other road atlases, which means double the detail.
And while the maps are sure to be the finest quality you have ever used, the thing that makes this
book unique is all the additional information. Your favorite outdoor activities including fishing lakes
and streams, hunting, camping, hiking and biking,snowmobiling and off-roading, paddeling, skiing,
golfing and wildlife viewing are covered in great depth with helpful editorial and extensive tables,
which are all cross-referenced and indexed to the map pages in a way that's fun and easy to use.
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  5e blood hunter guide: Index to the English Catalogue of Books ... , 1876
  5e blood hunter guide: The English Catalogue of Books , 1876
  5e blood hunter guide: The English Catalogue of Books Sampson Low, 1876 Vols. for
1898-1968 include a directory of publishers.
  5e blood hunter guide: Index to the British Catalogue of Books , 1876
  5e blood hunter guide: Subject-catalogue of the Library of the College of New Jersey, at
Princeton Princeton University. Library, 1884
  5e blood hunter guide: Subject-catalogue [ed. by F. Vinton]. Princeton univ, libr, 1884
  5e blood hunter guide: The United States Catalog , 1921
  5e blood hunter guide: The Great Ormond Street Hospital Manual of Children and Young
People's Nursing Practices Elizabeth Anne Bruce, Janet Williss, Faith Gibson, 2023-03-13 Clinical
skills are essential in the provision of care for children and young people. The Great Ormond Street
Hospital Manual of Children and Young People's Nursing Practices provides expert guidance on
evidence-based clinical procedures, helping students and newly registered nurses develop sound
clinical judgement and confidence. This comprehensive resource covers all aspects of children's
nursing, from the fundamentals of everyday practice to advanced care in high dependency and
intensive care settings. As such, its relevance and usefulness reach beyond those newly registered; it
remains a valuable resource for experienced nurses wishing to further expand their nursing skills.
Now in its second edition, this thoroughly updated guide demonstrates each procedure, explains the
underlying theory and evidence, and speaks to the unique challenges of working with children and
young people. New chapters address mental health, complementary therapies, learning difficulties,
and the deteriorating child, whilst expanded content examines blood glucose monitoring,
glucocorticoid treatment, insulin administration, diabetes care, surgical diathermy, non-invasive
ventilation, and much more. Key Features Provides evidence-based guidelines for more than 300
clinical procedures Features an abundance of colour photographs and illustrations Examines the
needs of neonates and adolescents in the context of interdisciplinary care Includes new material on
health research and evidence-based practice, stages of development, children with complex needs,
and admission, transfer, and discharge Complements The Royal Marsden Manual of Clinical Nursing
Procedures, offering continuity to those working in both adult and paediatric settings The second
edition of The Great Ormond Street Hospital Manual is an indispensable resource for registered
nurses, students, and other healthcare professionals involved in delivering clinically effective,
evidenced- based, family-centred care. Praise for the previous edition This manual builds on the
knowledge, skills and expertise of one of the UK's finest children's hospital and explains
comprehensive, evidence-based care clearly. Nursing Children and Young People Journal All
children's nurses should have this book as a reference. Nursing Standard ... a comprehensive
resource for all qualified nurses, students and other healthcare professionals involved in caring for
children in hospital and community settings. Times Higher Education Supplement
  5e blood hunter guide: Current Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.), First multi-year
cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.
  5e blood hunter guide: Canadiana , 1990-09
  5e blood hunter guide: National Library of Medicine Current Catalog National Library of
Medicine (U.S.), 1989
  5e blood hunter guide: Whitaker's Cumulative Book List , 1968
  5e blood hunter guide: Bookseller and Stationery Trades' Journal , 1966 Vols. for 1871-76,
1913-14 include an extra number, The Christmas bookseller, separately paged and not included in
the consecutive numbering of the regular series.
  5e blood hunter guide: Paperbacks in Print , 1973
  5e blood hunter guide: Pain Medicine at a Glance Beth B. Hogans, 2021-08-27 Pain Medicine
at a Glance The market-leading at a Glance series is popular among healthcare students and newly
qualified practitioners for its concise, simple approach and excellent illustrations. Each bite-sized
chapter is covered in a double-page spread with clear, easy-to-follow diagrams, supported by



succinct explanatory text. Covering a wide range of topics, books in the at a Glance series are ideal
as introductory texts for teaching, learning and revision, and are useful throughout university and
beyond. Everything you need to know about Pain Medicine... at a Glance! Pain Medicine at a Glance
is a user-friendly, visual introduction to the impact of pain in various clinical care settings, focusing
on primary care needs. Aligned with learning objectives developed by the Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine, this authoritative guide covers the basic forms and pathophysiology of pain, the clinical
skills necessary for delivering excellent care, pharmacological and non-pharmacological treatments,
and a variety of special cases such as healthcare ethics, integrative care, and treatment planning for
chronic pain self-management therapy and the management of pain in children and older adults. A
new addition to the market-leading at a Glance series, the text offers concise and accessible
chapters, full-color illustrations, self-assessment questions, and easy-to-follow diagrams. Topics
include pain assessment, cognitive factors that influence pain, applying behavioral perspectives on
pain, managing opioids and other pharmacological therapies, treating acute pain in patients with
substance abuse issues, and more. Perfect for learning, revision, and teaching, this book: Provides a
foundation of clinical and basic science knowledge about pain and its mechanisms Describes major
forms of pain, including surgical, orofacial, musculoskeletal, and obstetric pain Offers advice on
fostering empathy and compassionate practices in pain medicine Covers non-pharmacological
treatments such as physical therapy, hydrotherapy, meditation, acupuncture, massage, and various
focal treatments Includes discussion of recent advances and new discoveries in pain science Pain
Medicine at a Glance is the ideal companion for medical and healthcare students, junior doctors,
advanced practice providers, nurse practitioners, and others involved in diagnosing and treating
pain-associated illness. For more information on the complete range of Wiley medical student and
junior doctor publishing, please visit: www.wiley.com To receive automatic updates on Wiley books
and journals, join our email list. Sign up today at www.wiley.com/email All content reviewed by
students for students Wiley Medical Education books are designed exactly for their intended
audience. All of our books are developed in collaboration with students. This means that our books
are always published with you, the student, in mind. If you would like to be one of our student
reviewers, go to www.reviewmedicalbooks.com to find out more. This book is also available as an
e-book. For more details, please see www.wiley.com/buy/9781118837665
  5e blood hunter guide: The Bookseller , 1966 Vols. for 1871-76, 1913-14 include an extra
number, The Christmas bookseller, separately paged and not included in the consecutive numbering
of the regular series.
  5e blood hunter guide: British Books in Print , 1986
  5e blood hunter guide: Publisher and Bookseller , 1968 Vols. for 1871-76, 1913-14 include
an extra number, The Christmas bookseller, separately paged and not included in the consecutive
numbering of the regular series.
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