
what is the the crucible about
The Crucible: Unveiling the Heart of Arthur Miller’s Masterpiece

what is the the crucible about is a question that often arises among students, literature
enthusiasts, and those curious about classic American drama. At its core, The Crucible is a powerful
play written by Arthur Miller that delves into the Salem Witch Trials of 1692, but its significance
stretches far beyond historical retelling. It’s a gripping exploration of fear, hysteria, morality, and the
consequences of mass paranoia. Let’s take a deeper dive into what makes this play a timeless piece
of literature and why it continues to resonate with audiences around the world.

Understanding the Essence: What Is The Crucible
About?

Arthur Miller’s The Crucible is set in the Puritan town of Salem, Massachusetts, during a period when
the community was gripped by fear of witchcraft and the supernatural. The story unfolds as a group
of young girls, caught dancing in the forest and accused of consorting with the devil, begin to name
other townspeople as witches. What follows is a chaotic and terrifying witch hunt that spirals out of
control, leading to accusations, trials, and ultimately, devastating consequences for many innocent
people.

But The Crucible is more than just a historical drama. It’s an allegory for the political climate of
Miller’s own time, particularly the Red Scare and McCarthyism in the 1950s. Through the lens of the
Salem Witch Trials, Miller critiques the dangers of mass hysteria, false accusations, and the
breakdown of social integrity under pressure.

The Plot in Brief

The play centers on John Proctor, a local farmer who struggles with his own past mistakes and the
mounting chaos around him. When his wife, Elizabeth, is accused of witchcraft, John is forced to
confront the town’s paranoia and his own sense of guilt and honor. The tension escalates as the court
proceedings reveal the destructive power of lies and fear, with characters forced to choose between
truth and survival.

Exploring the Themes: What Is The Crucible About
Beyond the Story?

While the plot provides a gripping narrative, the themes of The Crucible are what truly make it a
profound study of human behavior and societal dynamics.



Mass Hysteria and Fear

One of the central themes is how fear can fuel irrational behavior and lead to widespread panic. The
Salem community’s descent into hysteria shows how fear can override reason, prompting people to
make dangerous assumptions and decisions. This theme is still relevant today, reminding us to
question mass movements and the spread of misinformation.

The Danger of False Accusations

The Crucible highlights the devastating impact of false accusations. Whether motivated by personal
vendettas, fear, or the desire for power, the characters’ willingness to accuse others without evidence
leads to tragic outcomes. This theme encourages readers to consider the importance of justice,
evidence, and fairness in any judicial or social system.

Integrity and Personal Conscience

John Proctor’s internal struggle embodies the theme of personal integrity. His journey asks whether
it’s better to live with guilt or to stand up for what is right, even at great personal cost. This
exploration of conscience versus survival resonates deeply with audiences facing ethical dilemmas in
their own lives.

The Historical Context: Why The Crucible Matters

Understanding the historical background of both the Salem Witch Trials and the era in which Miller
wrote enriches the appreciation of the play.

The Salem Witch Trials

In 1692, Salem was a small, deeply religious community that became the site of a series of hearings
and prosecutions of people accused of witchcraft. This dark chapter in American history was marked
by fear, superstition, and social tensions. Miller’s dramatization captures the essence of the trials,
showing how societal pressures and unfounded fears can lead to injustice.

McCarthyism and The Red Scare

Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible during the early 1950s, a time when the United States was gripped by
anti-communist sentiment. Senator Joseph McCarthy led efforts to root out alleged communists, often
relying on dubious accusations and public shaming. Miller’s play draws a clear parallel between the
Salem trials and McCarthyism, illustrating how fear and suspicion can undermine democratic
principles and personal freedoms.



Why The Crucible Remains Relevant Today

Despite being set over three centuries ago, The Crucible’s themes and messages continue to hold
powerful relevance.

Lessons on Mass Hysteria in Modern Society

In an age of social media and rapid information sharing, the play’s cautionary message about hysteria
and false accusations feels especially pertinent. The spread of rumors, cancel culture, and online
witch hunts echo the dangers Miller exposed in his play, reminding us to approach situations with
critical thinking and empathy.

The Enduring Question of Morality

The moral questions raised in The Crucible—about truth, loyalty, and sacrifice—are universal and
timeless. Individuals and societies constantly grapple with balancing personal integrity against
external pressures, making the play’s ethical dilemmas strikingly current.

Characters That Bring The Crucible to Life

A key part of understanding what the the crucible about really entails is getting to know its
memorable characters, each representing different facets of human nature and society.

John Proctor: The tragic hero who struggles with his flaws and fights to uphold his integrity.

Abigail Williams: The manipulative antagonist whose accusations ignite the witch hunt.

Elizabeth Proctor: John’s wife, embodying strength, forgiveness, and the consequences of
suspicion.

Reverend Hale: A minister whose beliefs evolve as he witnesses the trials’ injustice.

Judge Danforth: The authority figure representing rigid adherence to law, often at the cost of
truth.

Each character’s motivations and actions add layers of complexity, making the story rich and
compelling.



How to Approach Reading or Watching The Crucible

If you’re wondering how to get the most out of The Crucible, whether for study or personal interest,
here are some tips:

Learn the historical background: Familiarize yourself with the Salem Witch Trials and the1.
political climate of the 1950s to better understand the play’s context.

Focus on themes: Pay attention to how fear, power, and morality influence characters’2.
decisions and the plot’s progression.

Reflect on modern parallels: Consider how the play’s messages relate to current events or3.
personal experiences.

Analyze character dynamics: Explore how relationships and conflicts reveal deeper societal4.
issues.

Engaging with the play through these lenses can enhance your appreciation and insight into what The
Crucible is about.

The Crucible remains a compelling story of human frailty and societal pressures, a mirror reflecting
the dangers when fear overrides justice. Whether you encounter it on stage, in classrooms, or through
reading, it invites us all to question the consequences of our actions and the importance of standing
up for truth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Crucible'?
The main theme of 'The Crucible' is the danger of hysteria and the consequences of mass paranoia,
particularly in the context of the Salem witch trials.

Who are the central characters in 'The Crucible' and what
roles do they play?
The central characters include John Proctor, a farmer who challenges the witch trials; Abigail Williams,
a manipulative young woman who accuses others of witchcraft; and Reverend Hale, a minister who
initially supports the trials but later questions them.

How does 'The Crucible' reflect historical events?
'The Crucible' is a dramatized and partially fictionalized story of the Salem witch trials that took place
in the Massachusetts Bay Colony during 1692-1693, highlighting the mass fear and injustice of the
period.



What is the significance of the title 'The Crucible'?
The title 'The Crucible' symbolizes a severe test or trial, reflecting the intense social pressure and
moral challenges faced by the characters during the witch trials.

Why did Arthur Miller write 'The Crucible'?
Arthur Miller wrote 'The Crucible' as an allegory to criticize the McCarthy-era witch hunts for
communists in the 1950s, using the Salem witch trials as a parallel to highlight the dangers of false
accusations and mass hysteria.

Additional Resources
The Crucible: An In-Depth Exploration of Arthur Miller’s Historic Drama

what is the the crucible about remains a question that invites both historical reflection and literary
analysis. Arthur Miller’s seminal play, penned in 1953, delves deep into the Salem witch trials of 1692,
but it is far more than a mere recounting of historical events. The Crucible serves as a powerful
allegory that critiques mass hysteria, ideological extremism, and the dangerous consequences of fear-
driven societies. In examining this work, one uncovers layers of social commentary that resonate with
both its original context and contemporary audiences alike.

Understanding the Core Narrative of The Crucible

At its heart, The Crucible dramatizes the paranoia and persecution that engulfed the Puritan town of
Salem, Massachusetts, in the late 17th century. Beginning with a group of young girls making
accusations of witchcraft, the play swiftly escalates into a frenzied witch hunt that consumes the
entire community. Central to the story is John Proctor, a tragic protagonist whose personal integrity
clashes with the oppressive forces of theocratic governance and communal panic.

Exploring what is the the crucible about inevitably leads to its portrayal of the dangers of extremism
and the fragility of truth. The accusations, often baseless and motivated by personal vendettas or
fear, highlight how easily reason can be supplanted by suspicion. The play’s setting in a rigidly
controlled Puritan society amplifies the stakes; theocratic law leaves little room for dissent, and the
social fabric unravels under the weight of unfounded allegations.

The Historical Context and Its Influence on the Play

Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible during the early 1950s, a period marked by the Red Scare and
McCarthyism in the United States. This political climate, characterized by intense anti-communist
sentiment and widespread blacklisting, inspired Miller to draw parallels between Salem’s witch trials
and the contemporary witch hunts for alleged communists. Understanding this background is crucial
to fully grasp what is the the crucible about beyond its surface narrative.

The play critiques how fear can be weaponized by authorities to suppress dissent and consolidate



power. Just as the Salem court demanded confessions to preserve its authority, the McCarthy-era
hearings coerced individuals into naming supposed communist sympathizers. This historical allegory
lends The Crucible a complex duality—it is both a period drama and a sharp political commentary.

Key Themes and Literary Devices in The Crucible

Several themes underpin the dramatic tension and moral questions posed throughout The Crucible.
These themes not only define the characters’ motivations but also provide insight into human
psychology and social dynamics.

Mass Hysteria and the Breakdown of Social Order

One of the most compelling aspects when investigating what is the the crucible about is its
exploration of mass hysteria. The play vividly illustrates how collective fear can override rational
thought, leading to devastating consequences. This phenomenon is seen in the rapid spread of
accusations and the community’s willingness to accept dubious evidence.

The hysteria is fueled by a combination of religious fervor, personal grievances, and social anxieties,
creating an environment where paranoia thrives. This theme remains relevant today, as societies
continue to grapple with misinformation and scapegoating during crises.

The Conflict Between Individual Integrity and Societal
Pressure

John Proctor’s struggle embodies the tension between personal conscience and communal
expectation. His refusal to falsely confess to witchcraft, despite the risk of execution, underscores a
profound ethical dilemma: maintaining one’s integrity in the face of oppressive authority.

This conflict resonates with audiences as it highlights the courage required to resist unjust systems.
Through Proctor and other characters, The Crucible interrogates the cost of complicity versus the
price of standing up for truth.

Power, Authority, and Manipulation

The Crucible also serves as a study of power dynamics within a tightly controlled society. Theocratic
leaders, such as Deputy Governor Danforth and Reverend Parris, wield the court’s authority to
manipulate outcomes and maintain their positions.

Miller’s use of dramatic irony and intense courtroom scenes exposes the corruption and moral
ambiguity inherent in such systems. The play questions the legitimacy of power that depends on fear
and coercion rather than justice.



Character Analysis and Their Roles in The Crucible’s
Narrative

In examining what is the the crucible about, it is essential to consider the complex characters that
animate the story. Each character represents different facets of human nature and societal pressures.

John Proctor: The protagonist whose internal conflict and moral fortitude drive the play’s
emotional core.

Abigail Williams: The primary antagonist whose manipulative tactics ignite and sustain the
witch trials.

Elizabeth Proctor: John’s wife, symbolizing both personal sacrifice and the struggle for
forgiveness.

Reverend Hale: A minister whose initial confidence in the court’s righteousness gives way to
doubt and disillusionment.

Deputy Governor Danforth: The embodiment of judicial authority, representing the
inflexibility of institutional power.

These characters collectively illustrate the multifaceted nature of fear, guilt, ambition, and
redemption explored throughout the play.

The Role of Women and Gender Dynamics

Another layer to what is the the crucible about lies in its portrayal of gender roles. The accusations
predominantly target women, reflecting historical misogyny and societal anxieties about female
agency. Characters like Abigail Williams exploit their perceived vulnerability to exert power, while
others, such as Elizabeth Proctor, embody the challenges women face in patriarchal societies.

This gendered aspect of the narrative invites analysis of how fear and control intersect with gender
politics, both historically and in Miller’s time.

The Crucible’s Enduring Legacy and Relevance

Decades after its debut, The Crucible continues to be studied and performed worldwide, a testament
to its enduring impact. Its themes of hysteria, integrity, and justice resonate in various contexts—from
political trials to social media-driven cancel culture.

In exploring what is the the crucible about, one appreciates how Miller’s work transcends its historical
setting to offer timeless insights into human behavior and societal vulnerabilities. The play challenges
audiences to reflect on the consequences of fear, the importance of critical thinking, and the courage



required to stand against injustice.

The Crucible’s nuanced portrayal of a society on the brink of collapse serves as a cautionary tale,
reminding us that the past’s dark episodes often mirror ongoing struggles in the present. Its
continued relevance underscores the power of literature to illuminate and interrogate the
complexities of human nature and governance.

What Is The The Crucible About

  what is the the crucible about: The Crucible Arthur Miller, 1976-10-28 A haunting
examination of groupthink and mass hysteria in a rural community The place is Salem,
Massachusetts, in 1692, an enclave of rigid piety huddled on the edge of a wilderness. Its
inhabitants believe unquestioningly in their own sanctity. But in Arthur Miller's edgy masterpiece,
that very belief will have poisonous consequences when a vengeful teenager accuses a rival of
witchcraft—and then when those accusations multiply to consume the entire village. First produced
in 1953, at a time when America was convulsed by a new epidemic of witch-hunting, The Crucible
brilliantly explores the threshold between individual guilt and mass hysteria, personal spite and
collective evil. It is a play that is not only relentlessly suspenseful and vastly moving but that
compels readers to fathom their hearts and consciences in ways that only the greatest theater ever
can. A drama of emotional power and impact —New York Post
  what is the the crucible about: The Crucible Arthur Miller, 2015-03-13 Now a major film
from 20th Century Fox This is the first-ever adaptation of Arthur Miller's twentieth century classic
for the big screen. Set in the 17th century, it famously mirrors the communist witch-hunts of
McCarthyism in 50s America. A fascinating and disturbing dramatisation of the collective psychology
of persecution it shows all too painfully how even a close-knit rural community can be desolated
once doubt and suspicion take hold.
  what is the the crucible about: The Crucible Arthur Miller, 1977-07 Set during the Salem
witch trials, this play has strong contemporary interest exploring guilt by association.
  what is the the crucible about: The Crucible Coles Publishing Company. Editorial Board,
Arthur Miller, 1983 A literary study guide that includes summaries and commentaries.
  what is the the crucible about: Understanding The Crucible Claudia Durst Johnson, Vernon
Johnson, 1998-09-17 Ideal for student research and class discussion, this interdisciplinary casebook
provides a rich variety of primary historical documents and commentary on The Crucible within the
context of two relevant historical periods: the Salem witch-trials of 1692 and the Red Scare of the
1950s, when the play was written. The play is a testimony to the inherent dangers Miller sees in any
community seized by hysteria. The Salem witch-hunts, which Miller uses to illustrate such a
community, were echoed more than 250 years later in the hunt for subversives during the Red Scare
of the 1950s. The authors provide literary and dramatic analysis of the play, comprehensive
historical backgrounds, relevant documents of the periods, and questions and projects to help
students in their understanding of The Crucible and the issues it raises. In a discussion of Puritan
society of the seventeenth century, the authors explore the habits of many of the residents of
Massachusetts Bay and specific events which seemed to make the witch-hunts of 1692 inevitable.
The text of relevant documents illustrate their beliefs, combined with the disasters that contributed
to community hysteria. A chapter on the Salem witch trials includes testimony, letters, and first
person accounts by actual people on which Miller based his characters. A chapter on the Red Scare
of the 1950s features testimony before the House Un-American Activities Committee, case studies of
blacklisted people, and an exclusive interview with a couple who were blacklisted. The authors
include a chapter on witch-hunting in the 1990s in the form of testimony from preschoolers which
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sent child care workers to prison on charges of sexual abuse. Students will be able to compare and
contrast witch- hunting over 300 years with the materials provided here, many of which are
available in no other printed form. Each section of the casebook contains study questions, topics for
research papers and class discussion, and lists of further reading for examining the issues raised by
the play.
  what is the the crucible about: The Crucible Arthur Miller, 1982
  what is the the crucible about: X-kit Lit Series Fet:the Crucible , 2009
  what is the the crucible about: Understanding the Crucible Maxine Newman Jimerson, M.
N. Jimerson, 2003 An introduction to Arthur Miller's play, The Crucible, discussing the author's life,
the impact of the play, its plot, cast of characters, literary criticism, and pertinence for today's
audiences.
  what is the the crucible about: The Crucible (Arthur Miller) C. J. Partridge, 1971
  what is the the crucible about: Arthur Miller’s "The Crucible". A Portrayal of a Puritan Society
Anika Kehl, 2014-08-21 Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject Didactics for the subject
English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,7, Ernst Moritz Arndt University of Greifswald
(Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Proseminar: Lost in Literature, language: English, abstract: What
happened in Salem, in 1692, is today described as one of the darkest episodes in American history.
Still today, historians try to find out what caused the disastrous outbreak of the witch craze but the
only thing they can be sure about is that they can not explain why so many people had to die.
“Accusations of witchcraft were not unusual in the seventeenth-century world [...]” What was so
special about the time and place that such an outbreak of random accusations became possible?
“[...] “Salem” has become an icon in American culture. The trials have become a metaphor for
hysterical prosecution, unfounded accusations, and confessions that have no reasonable
explanation.” Believe in witchcraft had existed for hundreds of years before the hysteria broke out in
Salem. The colonists who came to Massachusetts had a strong belief in the devil and his agents and
were mainly Puritans, who came to America to gain religious freedom. There are many things you
could compare between the historical account of the witch hunt and Arthur Miller’s play The
Crucible. This paper is going to analyse the portrayal of a Puritan society in Miller’s play and will try
to find out whether the religion of the people and therewith their way of life have caused the rising
of the witch scare and the horrible outcome for the characters in the play. It is going to be analysed
why normal people start accusing their neighbours and friends for witchcraft although many of them
are aware of the consequences for the accused. At first it is going to be described how Arthur Miller
informed himself about the happenings of 1692 in order to underline his credibility of being able to
create the Puritan society of that time. In the following the terms ‘Puritanism’ and ‘Puritan’ will be
briefly defined. The main part of the paper will concentrate on the analysis of Puritan traits, beliefs,
and lifestyles in The Crucible in order to find out whether they might have played a part in the
catastrophe.
  what is the the crucible about: Twentieth Century Interpretations of The Crucible John H.
Ferres, 1972 Contemporary critics analyze historical background, themes, structure, and
characterization in Arthur Miller's study of the Salem witch trials.
  what is the the crucible about: The Crucible Arthur Miller, Gerald Clifford Weales, 1971
Here, especially for high school students, is an analysis and summary of Arthur Miller's famous play.
Titles in the Literature Made Easy Series analyze novels and plays found in most school curricula.
More than mere plot summaries, these books explain themes, analyze characters, and discuss each
author's unique writing style, mastery of language, and command of his material. Books also feature
Mind Maps, diagrams that summarize a work's most important details as a way to help students
focus ideas for exams and term papers.
  what is the the crucible about: Arthur Miller's "The Crucible". A Story of Witch Hunting and
the Red Scare Deborah Heinen, 2016-06-28 Seminar paper from the year 2016 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1.7, University of Bonn (Institut für Anglistik,
Amerikanistik und Keltologie), course: American Drama, language: English, abstract: The Salem



witch hunt and the McCarthy era – they are definitely two of the rather unpleasant chapters of
American history to think of. Even though there are more than 250 years of distance between these
two periods, there are still several parallels to be perceived. One might say: History repeats itself!
One of the attempts to combine the events of 1692 and the 1950s, and point out their similarities,
was made by America’s famous playwright Arthur Miller. The Crucible was written in 1953 and is set
in 1692 Salem. The play would become by far Arthur Miller’s most frequently performed play. In the
context of McCarthyism, the audiences soon interpreted the play as a veiled attack on the current
chase after Communists in the country. However, Arthur Miller time and again denied such an
intention, but it appears conceivable that the play was shaped, in a way, by Miller’s experiences
during McCarthyism. The work in hands is supposed to find out, whether The Crucible can be
referred to as a play with a dual historical context. In the first chapter of the work, the apparent
historical background, the Salem witch trials of 1692, will be outlined briefly. Following this, the
play’s formation context, America’s 1950s and McCarthyism, will be thematized. As Arthur Miller
experienced the consequences of the 20th century witch hunt himself, chapter four deals with his
experiences with McCarthyism and how it might have affected him writing the play. The next
chapter, then, analyzes The Crucible in more detail and points out passages that can be related to
the events of the 1950s and potentially contain hidden criticism. Finally, in chapter six there will be
an attempt to give an answer to the question, whether The Crucible can be considered a play with a
dual historical context or not. As many of the documents of the Salem witch trials still exist, the
course of events can easily be reconstructed. With regard to the events of the 1950s, documents are
mainly retained by the FBI, but, however, a few surveys of accused people could be reconstructed
either by reports of the accused or by tapes and documents that were somehow not kept under
wraps by the FBI. As Arthur Miller is one of America’s most famous playwrights, his plays evoked
the interest of many scholars over the last decades.
  what is the the crucible about: Arthur Miller's The Crucible Harold Bloom, 2008 A collection
of critical essays that examines Arthur Miller's classic drama, The Crucible; and contains an
historical overview of the play, chronology of the life and works of the author, and introduction by
Harold Bloom.
  what is the the crucible about: The Writer's Compass Nancy Ellen Dodd, 2011-06-29 Map
out your idea and finish your story in 7 stages! This book will show writers how to develop their
ideas into a finished novel by working through it in 7 stages, while learning how to mapping out
their story's progress and structure so they can evaluate and improve their work. It teaches writers
to visualize their story's progress with a story map that helps them see all the different components
of their story, where these components are going, and, perhaps most importantly, what's missing.
The book simplifies Aristotle's elements of good writing (a.k.a. that each story should have a
beginning, a middle and an end) into easily applicable concepts that will help writers improve their
craft. The author helps readers strengthen their work by teaching them how to focus on one aspect
of their story at a time, including forming stories and developing ideas, building strong structures,
creating vibrant characters, and structuring scenes and transitions. Thought-provoking questions
help writers more objectively assess their story's strengths and weaknesses so they may write the
story they want to tell.
  what is the the crucible about: CliffsNotes on Miller's The Crucible Denis M. Calandra,
Jennifer L. Scheidt, 2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer a look into critical
elements and ideas within classic works of literature. The latest generation of titles in this series
also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. CliffsNotes
on The Crucible takes you into Arthur Miller's play about good and evil, self-identity and morality.
Following the atmosphere and action of the Salem witch trials of the 1600s, this study guide looks
into Puritan culture with critical commentaries about each act and scene. Other features that help
you figure out this important work include Life and background of the author Introduction to the
play Character web and in-depth analyses of the major roles Summaries and glossaries related to
each act Essays that explore the author's narrative technique and the play's historical setting A



review section that tests your knowledge and suggests essay topics and practice projects A Resource
Center for checking out details on books, publications, and Internet resources Classic literature or
modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes
study guides.
  what is the the crucible about: Laboratory Manual of Inorganic Chemistry for Colleges Lyman
Churchill Newell, 1916
  what is the the crucible about: The Dual Historical Context of Arthur Miller's "The Crucible"
Kristin Hammer, 2004-02-02 Seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject American Studies -
Literature, grade: 1,7 (A-), University of Münster (Anglistics/ American Studies), course: Advanced
Seminar Modern American Drama, language: English, abstract: As Arthur Miller states in his
autobiography,1 The Crucible has become his most frequently produced play. This great success of a
conventional drama can certainly not be explained without regard to its political message. When the
play was first performed in 1953, its audiences were quick to recognize the connections between the
witch craze in 17th century Massachusetts and the American anti-communist hysteria of their own
time. Like any literary text, The Crucible reflects the conditions under which it was produced, and
Miller himself says that he could not have written it at any other time.2 Since in this case parallels
between the events in both times are extremely striking, it seems necessary for the understanding
and interpretation of the play to explain its dual historical context. At the same time, it would be
wrong to interpret Miller’s drama against this background only. Or, as Reitz puts it: “The Crucible
ist kein Schlüsseldrama, das auf die vordergründige Aktualität von Wiedererkennungseffekten setzt
und zu diesem Zweck Anhänger und Gegner McCarthys als Puritaner (...) kostümiert“.3 Miklos
Trocsanyi argues similarly, pointing out that Miller was glad, when in the contemporary criticism
(...) less and less mention was made of and parallel drawn between the witchcraft hysteria and
McCarthyism. It meant that the deeper message was more and more appreciated.4 Finding out
about this “deeper message” is what the analysis of the dual historical context aims at. Therefore
this research paper will, after explaining the historical circumstances of both the Salem witch hunt
and the American anticommunism under McCarthy, focus on parallel phenomena underlying the
events in both times. This comparison, which will be made from a psychological point of view, is
intended to reveal why Miller’s play “is presently being approached more and more frequently as a
cultural and historical study rather than a political allegory”.5
  what is the the crucible about: Marines , 1998
  what is the the crucible about: The Louisiana Planter and Sugar Manufacturer , 1915
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