trouble is my business raymond chandler

**Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler: A Classic Dive into Noir Fiction**

trouble is my business raymond chandler—these words instantly evoke the smoky,
shadowy world of classic detective fiction that has captivated readers for decades.
Raymond Chandler, a towering figure in American noir literature, crafted a collection of
stories that bear this title, showcasing his signature style of hardboiled crime writing.
"“Trouble Is My Business" isn’t just a story; it’s a window into Chandler’s mastery of mood,
character, and the gritty underbelly of Los Angeles. Let’s explore what makes this work so
enduring, and why it continues to be a cornerstone for fans of detective fiction and noir.

Understanding Trouble Is My Business Raymond
Chandler

When you dive into *Trouble Is My Business*, you're entering a world where the line
between good and evil blurs, and the protagonist—usually the sharp-witted private
detective—navigates a maze of deceit, danger, and moral ambiguity. This collection,
published in 1950, is a compilation of Chandler’s short stories featuring his iconic
detective, Philip Marlowe. The title story, "Trouble Is My Business," sets the tone for the
entire collection with its trademark blend of suspense, witty dialogue, and vivid
descriptions.

The Origins of Chandler’s Noir Style

Raymond Chandler didn’t invent the hardboiled detective genre, but he certainly refined
it. His writing style is noted for its rich metaphors, intricate plotting, and a deeply cynical
worldview that reflects the complexities of post-war America. In *Trouble Is My Business*,
Chandler’s mastery shines through in his ability to evoke atmosphere—whether it’s the
rain-soaked streets of Los Angeles or the seedy bars where secrets are traded.

Chandler’s influence on noir fiction is immense. His work helped define the archetypal
private eye as a flawed hero, battling both external criminals and internal demons. This
nuanced portrayal has inspired countless adaptations in film, television, and literature.

Key Themes in Trouble Is My Business Raymond
Chandler

The stories in *Trouble Is My Business* explore timeless themes that resonate with
readers even today. Chandler’s narratives aren’t just about solving crimes—they delve into
the darker aspects of human nature and society.



Morality and Ambiguity

One of the standout features of Chandler’s work is the absence of clear-cut heroes or
villains. Philip Marlowe operates in a morally gray world, where loyalty is fragile, and trust
is a rare commodity. This ambiguity challenges readers to question their assumptions
about justice and integrity.

Corruption and Decay

Los Angeles, as portrayed by Chandler, is a city rife with corruption—from crooked cops to
manipulative socialites. The stories peel back the glamorous facade to reveal a landscape
marked by greed and betrayal. This setting becomes almost a character in itself,
highlighting the pervasive decay beneath the surface.

Loneliness and Isolation

Marlowe, the quintessential lone wolf, embodies themes of isolation. Despite his
interactions with a variety of characters, he remains fundamentally alone, navigating a
world that often seems indifferent or hostile. This aspect adds emotional depth to the
stories, transcending the typical crime thriller.

Why Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler
Still Matters Today

It’s easy to see *Trouble Is My Business* as just another collection of crime stories, but its
impact and relevance stretch far beyond entertainment. Here’s why Chandler’s work
remains essential reading.

A Blueprint for Modern Crime Fiction

Many contemporary crime writers owe a debt to Chandler’s storytelling techniques. His
influence is evident in the complex characters and morally nuanced plots that have
become staples of the genre. For anyone interested in writing or studying crime fiction,
understanding Chandler’s approach is invaluable.

A Cultural Snapshot of Mid-20th Century America

Chandler’s stories provide more than just thrills—they offer insight into the social
dynamics and cultural tensions of his era. The depiction of race, class, gender roles, and
urban life paints a vivid picture of America’s evolving identity during the 1940s and 1950s.



Enduring Popularity in Adaptations

The stories from *Trouble Is My Business* have inspired numerous adaptations, from film
noir classics to modern TV shows. This continued interest highlights the timeless appeal of
Chandler’s characters and storytelling style.

Exploring Philip Marlowe: Chandler’s Iconic
Detective

At the heart of *Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler* is Philip Marlowe, the private
eye who embodies the essence of noir fiction. Understanding Marlowe’s character helps
explain why Chandler’s stories resonate so strongly.

Marlowe’s Code of Honor

Despite operating in a corrupt world, Marlowe maintains a personal code. He is cynical,
yes, but also principled in his own way—often defending the vulnerable and seeking truth
beyond surface appearances. This complexity makes him a compelling figure who
transcends the typical detective stereotype.

His Relationship with Los Angeles

Marlowe’s connection to the city is almost symbiotic. He knows every dark alley and
affluent mansion, every vice and virtue hidden beneath the city’s sunshine. This intimate
knowledge enriches the narratives, grounding them in a tangible reality that readers can
almost feel.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Trouble Is My
Business Raymond Chandler

If you're new to Chandler or looking to deepen your appreciation, here are some
suggestions to enhance your reading experience:

e Pay attention to the language: Chandler’s prose is poetic and loaded with
metaphor. Slowing down to savor his descriptions can reveal layers of meaning.

e Consider the historical context: Understanding post-war America’s social climate
adds depth to the stories’ themes and character motivations.

e Notice recurring motifs: Themes like betrayal, loneliness, and justice recur



throughout the collection and tie the stories together.

e Explore adaptations: Watching film noir movies inspired by Chandler’s work can
offer a visual complement to the novels and stories.

Related Works and Further Reading

For those captivated by *Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler*, diving into other
Chandler works will provide a richer perspective on his craft:

e The Big Sleep - Chandler’s first novel featuring Marlowe, known for its complex plot
and sharp dialogue.

e Farewell, My Lovely - Another classic that deepens the noir atmosphere with
compelling characters and suspense.

e The Long Goodbye - Often considered Chandler’s masterpiece, it explores Marlowe’s
character with greater psychological depth.

e Works by contemporaries like Dashiell Hammett and James M. Cain, who also shaped
hardboiled detective fiction.

These stories and novels enrich the understanding of the noir genre and highlight
Chandler’s unique contributions.

Engaging with *Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler* is like stepping into a smoky
room filled with intrigue, danger, and unforgettable characters. Chandler’s blend of sharp
wit, complex morality, and atmospheric writing keeps readers coming back, proving that
in the world of detective fiction, trouble truly is his business—and ours as readers to
follow along.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Trouble Is My Business' by Raymond Chandler
about?
'Trouble Is My Business' is a hard-boiled detective short story featuring Philip Marlowe,

where he investigates the suspicious death of a woman and uncovers deceit and danger in
the process.



When was "Trouble Is My Business' first published?

‘Trouble Is My Business' was first published in 1937 in Black Mask magazine.

Who is the main character in "Trouble Is My Business'?

The main character in "Trouble Is My Business' is Philip Marlowe, a private detective
created by Raymond Chandler.

What themes are explored in "Trouble Is My Business'?

The story explores themes such as corruption, betrayal, moral ambiguity, and the dark
underbelly of society.

How does 'Trouble Is My Business' reflect Raymond
Chandler's writing style?

The story showcases Chandler's signature noir style with sharp dialogue, vivid
descriptions, and a complex, cynical protagonist navigating a corrupt world.

Has 'Trouble Is My Business' been adapted into other
media?

Yes, "Trouble Is My Business' has been adapted into radio plays and influenced various
film noir works, though it is less frequently adapted than Chandler's novels.

Where can I find a collection that includes 'Trouble Is
My Business'?

‘Trouble Is My Business' is included in Raymond Chandler's short story collections such as
‘Trouble Is My Business' (1950) and '"The Philip Marlowe Stories'.

Additional Resources
Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler: A Deep Dive into Noir Mastery

trouble is my business raymond chandler stands as a hallmark of classic hard-boiled
detective fiction, embodying the gritty realism and sharp wit that define Chandler’s

legacy. Published in 1950, this collection of short stories showcases the enduring appeal of
Chandler’s iconic detective, Philip Marlowe, whose complex character and morally
ambiguous world continue to captivate readers and critics alike. Through a meticulous
exploration of Chandler’s narrative style, thematic concerns, and cultural impact, this
article aims to unravel the enduring significance of "Trouble Is My Business" within the
landscape of crime literature.



Exploring the Essence of "Trouble Is My Business'

At its core, "Trouble Is My Business" is much more than a simple anthology of detective
stories. It represents Raymond Chandler’s refined art of storytelling, marked by
atmospheric settings, intricate plots, and a distinctive narrative voice. The collection
comprises seven short stories, each illustrating different facets of crime, corruption, and
human frailty, all filtered through Marlowe’s cynical yet principled perspective.

Chandler’s writing style in these stories is notable for its economy of language and vivid
imagery, often blending poetic descriptions with hard-edged dialogue. This juxtaposition
creates a unique texture that elevates the genre beyond mere pulp fiction. The phrase
"trouble is my business" itself encapsulates Marlowe’s resigned acceptance of his role as a
private eye — a man drawn to chaos and complexity not out of desire, but necessity.

The Evolution of Philip Marlowe in the Collection

One key factor behind the enduring popularity of "Trouble Is My Business" is the
development of Philip Marlowe’s character. Unlike stereotypical heroes, Marlowe is
deeply flawed yet remarkably ethical. He navigates a corrupt Los Angeles with a personal
code that often pits him against both criminals and crooked officials.

In stories such as "Trouble Is My Business," Marlowe demonstrates a blend of toughness
and empathy, handling dangerous situations with a sardonic humor that humanizes him.
This nuanced portrayal contrasts with earlier, more one-dimensional detective archetypes,
marking Chandler as a pioneer in character-driven crime fiction. Readers find in Marlowe
not just a solver of mysteries, but a reflective observer of society’s underbelly.

Raymond Chandler’s Narrative Techniques and
Thematic Depth

Chandler’s mastery lies in his ability to weave complex themes into seemingly
straightforward detective tales. Within "Trouble Is My Business," themes of existential
alienation, moral ambiguity, and the decay of the American Dream emerge consistently.
The stories expose the dark side of post-war urban life, reflecting anxieties about identity,
justice, and societal corruption.

Use of Setting and Atmosphere

The Los Angeles depicted in Chandler’s stories is almost a character in itself — a
sprawling, sun-soaked metropolis rife with shadows and secrets. His portrayal of the city
is neither romanticized nor purely dystopian but strikes a balance that underscores the
tension between surface glamour and underlying vice. This atmospheric setting enhances
the mood of suspicion and danger, inviting readers into a world where truth is elusive.



Dialogue and Prose Style

Chandler’s distinctive prose style combines sharp, witty dialogue with lyrical descriptions.
His similes and metaphors, often unconventional, lend a poetic quality to his hard-boiled
narratives. This stylistic choice contributes to the timelessness of "Trouble Is My
Business," setting it apart from more formulaic crime stories. The terse yet evocative
language mirrors Marlowe’s own restrained personality, further immersing readers in the
detective’s perspective.

The Cultural and Literary Impact of "Trouble Is
My Business'

Since its publication, "Trouble Is My Business" has influenced countless writers and
filmmakers, cementing Chandler’s role as a foundational figure in noir fiction. The
collection helped popularize the private eye genre, inspiring adaptations and homages in
various media.

Comparisons with Contemporary Detective Fiction

Compared to other detective stories of its era, Chandler’s work stands out for its
psychological complexity and moral nuance. While writers like Dashiell Hammett laid the
groundwork for hard-boiled fiction, Chandler introduced a poetic sensibility and deeper
character exploration. This evolution broadened the scope of the genre, paving the way for
modern crime narratives that emphasize internal conflict as much as external action.

Adaptations and Legacy

Many of the stories in "Trouble Is My Business" have been adapted for film, radio, and
television, demonstrating their enduring appeal. Chandler’s influence is evident in the
stylistic choices of neo-noir films and contemporary detective novels. His approach to
storytelling — blending suspense, character study, and social critique — remains a
blueprint for successful crime fiction.

e Literary Influence: Inspired authors such as Ross Macdonald and James Ellroy.

e Film Noir Roots: Contributed to the visual and thematic vocabulary of classic noir
cinema.

e Character Archetype: Defined the private investigator as a complex antihero.



Pros and Cons: Assessing '"Trouble Is My Business'

While the collection is widely celebrated, it is important to consider both its strengths and
limitations to appreciate its place in literary history fully.

Pros

- **Rich Characterization:** Philip Marlowe is a multidimensional protagonist whose
internal conflicts add depth.

- **Evocative Atmosphere:** The vivid depiction of Los Angeles enhances the immersive
experience.

- **Elegant Prose:** Chandler’s writing combines clarity with poetic flair, appealing to
both casual and literary readers.

- **Thematic Complexity:** Tackles issues like corruption and morality, elevating genre
fiction.

Cons

- ¥**Period-Specific Language:** Some idiomatic expressions may feel dated to modern
readers.

- **Pace Variability:** Short stories vary in pacing, with some narratives unfolding more
slowly.

- **Limited Female Perspectives:** Reflecting its era, female characters often appear in
stereotypical roles.

Despite these caveats, "Trouble Is My Business" remains a cornerstone of crime fiction,
offering insights into both human nature and the mechanics of storytelling.

Raymond Chandler’s "trouble is my business raymond chandler" continues to resonate
because it captures a world where clarity is rare, and trouble is an ever-present
companion. Through Philip Marlowe’s eyes, readers confront the complexities of justice
and morality in an imperfect world—making this collection an essential study for
enthusiasts of noir and detective fiction alike.

Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Trouble is My Business Raymond Chandler,
2022-08-16 In Trouble is My Business, Raymond Chandler crafts a masterful mosaic of short stories
that encapsulates the quintessential elements of hardboiled detective fiction. With a gritty,
atmospheric style, Chandler's prose immerses the reader in a Los Angeles teeming with deception,
moral ambiguity, and shifty characters. Each narrative unfolds with intricate plotting and sharp
dialogue, reflecting the post-war disillusionment that permeated American society. The stories
exemplify Chandler's pioneering contributions to the detective genre, illustrating the complexities of
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human nature against a backdrop of crime and intrigue. Raymond Chandler, a pivotal figure in
American literature, drew on his own experiences as a private detective to create compelling
narratives that resonate with authenticity. His earlier career in business and his eventual pivot to
writing during the Great Depression allowed him to refine his distinctive voice—marked by rich
descriptions and philosophical undertones. Chandler's personal struggles and his sharp observations
regarding societal decay undoubtedly influenced the creation of this collection, solidifying his
reputation as a profound commentator on the human condition. Trouble is My Business is an
essential read for aficionados of detective noir and those eager to delve deeper into the psyche of
20th-century America. With Chandler's signature blend of cynicism and insight, this collection not
only entertains but also provokes reflection on the complexities of justice and morality in a
fragmented world.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler,
2018-05-02 Trouble is My Business is a collection of four riveting novellas from Raymond Chandler.
In the first of the four cases LA PI Philip Marlowe is offered a job that leaves a bad taste in the
mouth: smearing a girl who's 'got her hooks into a rich man's pup'. Before too long Marlowe's up to
his neck in corpses and cops and he's taken pity on the girl. There's nothing like making trouble of
your business . . . The four novellas collected here are quintessential Raymond Chandler: slick,
crystal-clear writing that pins the reader to the seat and won't let go until the last page is turned.
We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection.
Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been
accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to
this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which
deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles
in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product,
each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a
desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original
work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an
enriching experience.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Trouble Is My Business Raymond Raymond
Chandler, 2017-12-28 Anna Halsey was about two hundred and forty pounds of middle-aged
putty-faced woman in a black tailor-made suit. Her eyes were shiny black shoe buttons, her cheeks
were as soft as suet and about the same color. She was sitting behind a black glass desk that looked
like Napoleon's tomb and she was smoking a cigarette in a black holder that was not quite as long as
a rolled umbrella. She said: I need a man.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Trouble is My Business Raymond Chandler,
1950 This collection of five short stories about tough-talking private eyes includes John Dalmas but
excludes Marlowe.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Trouble Is My Business Raymond Chandler,
2017-09-29 Trouble is My Business is a collection of four riveting novellas from Raymond Chandler.
In the first of the four cases LA PI Philip Marlowe is offered a job that leaves a bad taste in the
mouth: smearing a girl who's 'got her hooks into a rich man's pup'. Before too long Marlowe's up to
his neck in corpses and cops and he's taken pity on the girl. There's nothing like making trouble of
your business . . . The four novellas collected here are quintessential Raymond Chandler: slick,
crystal-clear writing that pins the reader to the seat and won't let go until the last page is turned

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Raymond Chandler's Trouble Is My Business
Raymond Chandler, Arvind Ethan David, 2025-05-20 A brilliant graphic novel adaptation of Raymond
Chandler's classic noir tale featuring iconic private eye Philip Marlowe “Inspired. . . . This trio brings
[Chandler’s] words to vivid life. . . . A triumph of teamwork.”—Air Mail In 1940s Los Angeles, a
sour-faced millionaire hires Philip Marlowe, a hard-boiled, harder-drinking detective, to scare off a
suspected gold digger who has gotten her claws into his even wealthier stepson. Marlowe takes the
case but quickly discovers that the woman, Harriett Huntress, isn’t just after gold: she’s playing a




long, cold game of revenge... Marlowe forms an alliance with George, the client's
chauffeur-cum-bodyguard-cum-fixer. George is a Black, Dartmouth-educated veteran with a sniper’s
skills and his own agenda, and the two uneasy allies find themselves on the wrong end of a brace of
hired killers and an enigmatic casino boss. . . . It quickly becomes clear that Marlowe, sticking his
nose where it doesn’t belong, is just asking for trouble. But that’s the thing. Trouble is his business.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Goldfish Raymond Chandler, 2021-10-26 In this
short story from Raymond Chandler’s Trouble is My Business, the iconic private eye, Philip Marlowe,
takes up the case of the Leander Pearls. Stolen decades ago, the thief was caught but the pearls
themselves were never recovered. With the $25,000 reward still on the table, Marlowe’s on the case,
but he soon realizes he’s not the only one. A quintessential work of detective fiction, Goldfish is a
classic Marlowe caper, filled with twists, turns, and double-crosses. A Vintage Short.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Trouble Is My Business Time Warner Electronic
Publishing, 1994-12-01 Fans of private investigator Phillip Marlowe can explore 1940s Los Angeles
first-hand in this creative interactive CD-ROM that features a complete text of Chandler's Phillip
Marlowe novels and stories, video clips from classic Hollywood movies, an animated map of 1940s
Hollywood, and dramatic voice-over narrations. System Requirements: PC with 3865SX/16MHz or
higher processor; 4MB RAM; 5MB available HD space; 4-bit VGA graphics adapter with color VGA
monitor or better; MPC-compatible CD-ROM drive (150kb/sec or higher transfer rate);
MPC-compatible sound card; Windows 3.1 or later; MS-DOS 3.3 or later.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: The World of Raymond Chandler Raymond
Chandler, 2015-11-10 The World of Raymond Chandler shows how Chandler precariously balanced
the values of a classical English education against those of a fast-evolving America during the years
before the Great War; how he adopted Los Angeles as his home after WWI, with Hollywood in turn
adopting him (and adapting his works); how his detective hero and alter ego Philip Marlowe evolved
over the years; and, above all, what it is to be a writer, and in particular one writing in the “other
language” of hardboiled fiction. Acclaimed biographer and historian Barry Day deftly interweaves
images and text, using quotations from Chandler’s novels, short stories, letters, and interviews, to
craft a unique portrait of the mystery writer’s life and times.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: A Critical Companion to David Fincher Francis
Mickus, 2024-05-06 The thirteen chapters in this collection analyze David Fincher’s development as
a filmmaker, from television commercials and music videos to serving as front runner on the series
Mindhunter. The contributors explore a variety of characteristics, including Fincher’s attitudes
toward his audiences, his attention to detail, his Gothic sense of evil, his modernization of film noir,
and his reinvention of the serial killer. The diversity of approaches highlights the paradoxes of
Fincher’s films and style, accentuating the tensions between his innovative methods and storytelling
and unpacking the perennial questions of love, life, and death that his films raise. Scholars of film,
television, and media will find this book especially salient.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: The Cambridge Companion to Crime Fiction
Martin Priestman, 2003-11-06 The Cambridge Companion to Crime Fiction covers British and
American crime fiction from the eighteenth century to the end of the twentieth. As well as discussing
the detective fiction of writers like Arthur Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie and Raymond Chandler, it
considers other kinds of fiction where crime plays a substantial part, such as the thriller and spy
fiction. It also includes chapters on the treatment of crime in eighteenth-century literature, French
and Victorian fiction, women and black detectives, crime on film and TV, police fiction and
postmodernist uses of the detective form. The collection, by an international team of established
specialists, offers students invaluable reference material including a chronology and guides to
further reading. The volume aims to ensure that its readers will be grounded in the history of crime
fiction and its critical reception.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Teaching Crime Fiction Charlotte Beyer,
2018-07-18 More than perhaps any other genre, crime fiction invites debate over the role of popular
fiction in English studies. This book offers lively original essays on teaching crime fiction written by




experienced British and international scholar teachers, providing vital insight into this diverse genre
through a series of compelling subjects. Taking its starting-point in pedagogical reflections and
classroom experiences, the book explores methods for teaching students to develop their own
critical perspectives as crime fiction critics, the impact of feminism, postcolonialism, and
ecocriticism on crime fiction, crime fiction and film, the crime short story, postgraduate
perspectives, and more.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Straight from the Fridge, Dad Max Decharne,
2002-05-07 Righteous jive for all you weedheads, moochers, b-girls, gassers, bandrats, triggermen,
grifters, snowbirds, and long-gone daddies. Much of the slang popularly associated with the hippie
generation of the 1960s actually dates back to before World War II, hijacked in the main from jazz
and blues street expressions, mostly relating to drugs, sex, and drinking. Why talk when you can
beat your chops, why eat when you can line your flue, and why snore when you can call some hogs?
You're not drunk-you’re just plumb full of stagger juice, and your skin isn’t pasty, it’s just caf?
sunburn. Need a black coffee? That'’s a shot of java, nix on the moo juice. Containing thousands of
examples of hipster slang drawn from pulp novels, classic noir and exploitation films, blues, country,
and rock 'n’ roll lyrics, and other related sources from the 1920s to the 1960s, Straight from the
Fridge, Dad is the perfect guide for all hep cats and kittens. Think of it as a sort of Thirty Days to a
More Powerful Vocabulary for the beret-wearing, bongo-banging set. Solid, Jackson.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: The Cambridge Companion to the American
Modernist Novel Joshua L. Miller, 2015-11-26 This Companion offers a comprehensive analysis of
U.S. modernism as part of a global literature. Recent writing on U.S. immigration, imperialism, and
territorial expansion has generated fresh reasons to read modernist novelists, both prominent and
forgotten. Written by a host of leading scholars, this Companion provides unique approaches to
modernist texts.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Dead Air Biju C James, 2021-10-07 Vikram Shetty,
a once-brilliant investigative journalist in Bangalore, is on a downward spiral. His stories have dried
up and his career is nearly over. A leading supermodel is brutally murdered and the story is forced
upon a reluctant Vikram. His editor knows only the tenacity of Vikram’s once-brilliant mind can
unravel the impossible skein. Vikram's investigation seems to be going nowhere until he has a
chance encounter with a girl suffering from nightmares about the gory murder. But nightmares have
a habit of coming true and soon, Vikram is thrust into a nightmare of his own. He must unravel the
mystery and find the killer. Unfortunately, there is a clock ticking and without Vikram knowing it,
the countdown has begun.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: James M. Cain David Madden, Kristopher
Mecholsky, 2011-04-28 James M. Cain wrote some of the grittiest novels in American literature,
including such classics as The Postman Always Rings Twice, Double Indemnity, and Mildred Pierce.
James M. Cain: Hard-Boiled Mythmaker is a critical overview of the author's life, work, and legacy.
An updated and expanded edition of two of David Madden's scholarly works on Cain, this new book
improves upon the previous works by collecting the most essential writing on Cain by Madden into
one volume. In addition to melding existing material, this work contains updated and new material,
including fresh commentaries on later books, such as Rainbow's End, Cloud Nine, and The
Enchanted Isle, as well as later film adaptations, including Butterfly. It also responds to 40 years'
worth of criticism on Cain and reevaluates his influence. Providing an overview of all of Cain's
fiction, including an analysis of the major themes of his entire literary career, the book also
describes Cain's impact on and importance in 20th-century culture, film in particular. In addition to
a biographical summary and thematic outline of Cain's nearly 50-year career, Madden and
Mecholsky examine how Cain's works explore the nightmare consequences of the persistent
American dream. Finally, Madden and Mecholsky consider Cain's technical innovations of the novel
and survey the major film adaptations of Cain's novels. With its significant in-depth analysis and a
foreword by Edgar-award winning author Max Allan Collins, this volume will be of interest to Cain
scholars as well as anyone interested in 20th century American literature and film.



trouble is my business raymond chandler: The Recursive Frontier Michael Docherty,
2024-05-01 The Recursive Frontier is an innovative spatial history of both the literature of Los
Angeles and the city itself in the mid-twentieth century. Setting canonical texts alongside
underexamined works and sources such as census bulletins and regional planning documents,
Michael Docherty identifies the American frontier as the defining dynamic of Los Angeles fiction
from the 1930s to the 1950s. Contrary to the received wisdom that Depression-era narratives mourn
the frontier's demise, Docherty argues that the frontier lives on as a cruel set of rules for survival in
urban modernity, governing how texts figure race, space, mobility, and masculinity. Moving from
dancehalls to offices to oil fields and beyond, the book provides a richer, more diverse picture of
LA's literary production during this period, as well as a vivid account of LA's cultural and social
development as it transformed into the multiethnic megalopolis we know today.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: The History of Forgetting Norman M. Klein,
2020-05-05 Los Angeles is a city which has long thrived on the continual re-creation of own myth. In
this extraordinary and original work, Norman Klein examines the process of memory erasure in LA.
Using a provocative mixture of fact and fiction, the book takes us on an 'anti-tour' of downtown LA,
examines life for Vietnamese immigrants in the City of Dreams, imagines Walter Benjamin as a Los
Angeleno, and finally looks at the way information technology has recreated the city, turning
cyberspace into the last suburb. In this new edition, Norman Klein examines new models for erasure
in LA. He explores the evolution of the Latino majority, how the Pacific economy is changing the
structure of urban life, the impact of collapsing infrastructure in the city, and the restructuring of
those very districts that had been 'forgotten'.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: Translation and Big Details Jeroen Vandaele,
2023-12-11 In the age of big data, evidence keeps suggesting that small, elusive and infrequent
details make all the difference in our appreciation of humanistic texts—film, fiction, and philosophy.
This book argues, from a cross-disciplinary perspective, that expertise in humanistic translation is
precisely the capacity to capture those details that are bigger than they seem. In humanistic
translation, the expert handling of big details usually serves audiences and the original, but mala
fide translation also works the details for subtle manipulation and audience deception. A focus on
textual detail is therefore characteristic of humanistic translators but also compatible with central
claims of the cultural turn in translation studies. This book, written by a scholar and teacher of
literary, essayistic, and audiovisual translation, endeavors to articulate a seemingly dual interest—on
textual detail and cultural analysis—as a single one. It theorizes connections between micro and
macro analysis, between translation as detail and translation as culture, thus hoping to build bridges
between humanistic translators and translation scholars. It acknowledges tensions between practice
and theory and proposes a way forward: practitioners and scholars share ways of thinking—varieties
of part-whole thinking—that machines can never acquire.

trouble is my business raymond chandler: A Reader's Guide to Raymond Chandler Toby
Widdicombe, 2001-05-30 The author of such works as The Big Sleep (1939), Farewell, My Lovely
(1940), The Lady in the Lake (1943), and The Long Goodbye (1953), Raymond Chandler was one of
the most popular mystery writers of his time. His works continue to be read today and have been
adapted many times into films. Chandler's writings have also been receiving growing amounts of
scholarly attention, and while most of this attention has focused on his use of language, critics are
now studying the fictitious world he created and the milieu in which he wrote. This reference is a
detailed guide to his writings. A chronology and brief biography overview the chief events in his life
and career, with the biography discussing thematic patterns in his life and writings. The major
section of the book, Chandler's World, describes the characters and places in his 7 novels and 25
short stories. Alphabetically arranged entries also provide summaries of his works, along with
discussions of key topics. The entries are concise and informative and thus readily guide the reader
through Chandler's complex universe. Appendices provide information about adaptations of his
works, along with extensive listings of primary and secondary sources for additional consultation.
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