the church and the homosexual

The Complex Relationship Between the Church and the Homosexual

the church and the homosexual relationship has long been a topic of intense
discussion, reflection, and sometimes contention within religious communities
and society at large. As society progresses toward greater acceptance and
understanding of LGBTQ+ identities, many churches find themselves at a
crossroads, balancing doctrinal traditions with the evolving perspectives on
sexuality and inclusion. This evolving dialogue is crucial, not only for the
individuals directly affected but also for the broader faith communities
striving to embody compassion, love, and justice.

Historical Context: How the Church Has Viewed
Homosexuality

To understand the current dynamics between the church and the homosexual
community, it helps to look back at how religious institutions have
historically approached this subject. Traditional interpretations of biblical
texts have often framed homosexual acts as sinful, based on passages from
Leviticus, Romans, and Corinthians. These interpretations have influenced the
doctrines of many denominations, shaping attitudes and policies toward LGBTQ+
members.

However, it’s important to recognize that this history is not monolithic.
Different denominations and religious traditions have varied widely in their
responses. While some have maintained strict prohibitions, others have
adopted more nuanced or progressive stances over time. This diversity
reflects the complexity of interpreting ancient texts within modern cultural
contexts.

Scriptural Interpretations and Their Impact

The key scriptural passages often cited in discussions about homosexuality
include Leviticus 18:22 and Romans 1:26-27. These verses have been
traditionally understood to condemn same-sex relations. Yet, theological
scholars and LGBTQ+ affirming clergy argue that these texts must be read in
their historical and cultural contexts, emphasizing that the Bible's
overarching themes of love and justice call for inclusion rather than
exclusion.

This evolving hermeneutic approach has led some churches to reexamine their
teachings, resulting in more welcoming attitudes toward homosexual
individuals and couples.



Modern Perspectives: Shifting Attitudes Within
the Church

In recent decades, there has been a notable shift in how many churches engage
with the homosexual community. Increasingly, faith leaders acknowledge the
importance of embracing LGBTQ+ individuals as full members of their
congregations, advocating for their rights, and supporting their spiritual
journeys.

Inclusive Theology and Affirming Churches

Affirming churches actively welcome LGBTQ+ members, often performing same-sex
marriages and ordaining openly gay clergy. These congregations emphasize that
faith and sexual orientation are not mutually exclusive and that the church’s
mission includes advocating for marginalized groups.

For many believers who identify as homosexual, affirming churches provide a
vital space where they can reconcile their faith with their identity without
fear of judgment or rejection. This approach often involves reinterpreting
traditional doctrines and focusing on the core Christian principles of love,
grace, and acceptance.

Challenges Faced by LGBTQ+ Individuals in
Traditional Churches

Despite progress, many homosexual individuals still encounter significant
challenges within traditional or conservative churches. These challenges can
include exclusion from sacraments, condemnation of their identity, and
difficulty finding community support. The internal conflict between faith and
identity can lead to emotional distress, feelings of isolation, and in some
cases, estrangement from religious communities.

Understanding and addressing these challenges is crucial for fostering an
environment where all believers can thrive spiritually and emotionally,
regardless of their sexual orientation.

The Role of Dialogue and Education

Open, respectful dialogue about the church and the homosexual experience 1is
essential in moving toward greater understanding and inclusion. Many
religious organizations have begun hosting workshops, seminars, and
discussion groups to educate their communities about LGBTQ+ issues from both
theological and pastoral perspectives.



Promoting Compassion Through Education

Education programs often focus on dismantling myths and stereotypes about
homosexuality, exploring biblical interpretations, and highlighting the lived
experiences of LGBTQ+ believers. These initiatives encourage empathy and
promote a culture of compassion within churches.

For example, pastoral training that includes LGBTQ+ sensitivity can equip
clergy to better support their congregants and address questions or concerns
with care and knowledge.

Building Bridges: Interfaith and Ecumenical Efforts

Beyond individual denominations, interfaith and ecumenical organizations play
a pivotal role in fostering conversations about faith and sexuality. By
bringing together diverse religious traditions, these groups highlight common
values of dignity and respect, encouraging collaborative efforts to support
LGBTQ+ inclusion.

Such efforts demonstrate that while doctrines may differ, the shared
commitment to human dignity can unite faith communities in their approach to
the homosexual members among them.

Practical Tips for Churches Navigating This
Relationship

For churches seeking to better understand and support their homosexual
members, several practical steps can create a more welcoming environment:

Listen Actively: Encourage honest conversations where LGBTQ+ individuals
can share their stories without fear of judgment.

* Educate the Congregation: Provide resources that explore theology,
science, and personal narratives related to sexuality and faith.

e Review Policies: Assess church practices and policies to ensure they
promote inclusion and do not unintentionally marginalize anyone.

e Offer Pastoral Care: Train clergy and lay leaders to provide
compassionate support tailored to the needs of LGBTQ+ persons.

e Celebrate Diversity: Recognize and honor the diversity within the
congregation as a strength rather than a challenge.



These steps not only foster a more inclusive environment but also align with
the broader Christian call to love one’s neighbor unconditionally.

Personal Stories: The Human Side of the Church
and the Homosexual Experience

Behind theological debates and institutional policies are real people whose
lives and faith journeys are deeply impacted by the church’s stance on
homosexuality. Many LGBTQ+ individuals find solace and strength in faith,
while others grapple with rejection and exclusion.

Sharing personal stories within congregations can humanize the discussion and
break down barriers of misunderstanding. These narratives often reveal the
nuanced realities of living as a homosexual person of faith, highlighting
resilience, hope, and the ongoing search for acceptance.

The church and the homosexual community continue to navigate a complex and
evolving relationship. While challenges remain, the increasing emphasis on
dialogue, education, and empathy offers a hopeful path forward. Faith
communities that embrace inclusivity not only enrich the spiritual lives of
their members but also reflect the enduring values of love and grace at the
heart of many religious traditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do different Christian denominations view
homosexuality?

Christian denominations vary in their views on homosexuality. Some, like the
United Church of Christ and the Episcopal Church, accept and affirm LGBTQ+
individuals, including same-sex marriages. Others, such as the Roman Catholic
Church and many evangelical denominations, hold traditional teachings that
view homosexual acts as sinful while calling for respect and compassion
toward individuals.

What biblical passages are commonly referenced in
discussions about homosexuality in the church?

Common biblical passages cited include Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, Romans
1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, and 1 Timothy 1:10. These passages are
interpreted differently across denominations, with some viewing them as
prohibiting homosexual behavior, while others argue for contextual or
cultural understandings that do not condemn committed same-sex relationships.



How have churches addressed the inclusion of LGBTQ+
members in recent years?

Many churches have taken steps toward greater inclusion of LGBTQ+ members,
such as ordaining openly gay clergy, performing same-sex marriages, and
creating welcoming ministries. However, this remains a divisive issue, with
some churches maintaining traditional doctrines and others embracing full
inclusion and affirmation.

What is the stance of the Roman Catholic Church on
homosexuality?

The Roman Catholic Church distinguishes between homosexual orientation and
homosexual acts. It teaches that homosexual acts are sinful, but having a
homosexual orientation is not a sin. The Church calls for respect,
compassion, and sensitivity toward LGBTQ+ individuals while upholding its
teachings on sexual morality.

Can a person who identifies as homosexual be a
member of the church?

Yes, many churches accept people who identify as homosexual as members. The
extent of acceptance varies, with some churches welcoming LGBTQ+ members
fully, while others may welcome individuals but expect celibacy or adherence
to traditional sexual ethics.

How do churches reconcile traditional teachings with
modern understandings of sexuality?

Some churches engage in theological reflection, reinterpreting scripture in
light of historical context and contemporary knowledge about sexuality.
Others prioritize adhering to traditional doctrines, viewing them as
unchanging moral truths. The reconciliation process varies widely and often
involves ongoing dialogue within faith communities.

What role does pastoral care play for LGBTQ+
individuals in the church?

Pastoral care aims to provide spiritual support, guidance, and compassion to
all individuals, including LGBTQ+ members. Many churches emphasize the
importance of creating a safe and affirming environment while addressing
personal struggles and questions related to faith and sexuality.

Are there churches specifically founded to serve the
LGBTQ+ community?

Yes, there are churches and ministries specifically founded to serve LGBTQ+



Christians, such as the Metropolitan Community Church and certain affirming

Anglican and Lutheran congregations. These communities focus on inclusivity,
affirmation, and creating spaces where LGBTQ+ individuals can worship openly
and authentically.

Additional Resources

The Church and the Homosexual: Navigating Tradition and Modernity

the church and the homosexual relationship has long been a complex and often
contentious subject within religious communities worldwide. As societies
evolve and the discourse around LGBTQ+ rights gains momentum, the
intersection of faith and sexuality continues to provoke debate, reflection,
and, in some cases, transformation within many church institutions. This
article delves into the historical context, theological perspectives, and
contemporary responses of various Christian denominations toward
homosexuality, aiming to provide a nuanced understanding of this multifaceted
issue.

Historical Context of the Church and
Homosexuality

The relationship between the church and homosexual individuals is deeply
rooted in history, shaped by theological interpretations, cultural attitudes,
and social norms. Traditionally, many Christian denominations have viewed
homosexual acts as sinful, drawing primarily from biblical passages such as
Leviticus 18:22 and Romans 1:26-27. These texts have often been interpreted
as condemning same-sex relations, influencing ecclesiastical teachings and
policies for centuries.

However, it is important to recognize that the historical treatment of
homosexuality within the church was not monolithic. Some early Christian
communities exhibited a range of responses, from strict prohibition to a more
nuanced or silent stance. The consolidation of orthodox doctrine during the
early ecumenical councils and the influence of medieval theology further
solidified a generally prohibitive stance on homosexual behavior.

Theological Foundations Influencing Church Teachings

The core theological arguments regarding homosexuality predominantly revolve
around interpretations of scripture, natural law, and the concept of the
family as ordained by God. Many traditionalist theologians argue that
marriage between a man and a woman is the divinely intended union, serving
procreative and unitive purposes. Homosexual acts, therefore, are seen as
deviating from this divine plan.



Conversely, progressive theologians and scholars emphasize the importance of
contextualizing biblical texts, arguing that ancient scriptures addressed
specific cultural practices rather than consensual, committed same-sex
relationships as understood today. This perspective encourages a more
inclusive approach, suggesting that the overarching biblical themes of love,
justice, and compassion should guide the church’s attitude toward homosexual
individuals.

Contemporary Church Responses to Homosexuality

In recent decades, the dialogue surrounding the church and the homosexual has
become increasingly prominent, reflecting broader societal changes and
growing awareness of LGBTQ+ rights. The responses of Christian denominations
vary widely, often influenced by doctrinal rigidity, cultural context, and
internal pressures.

Conservative Denominations: Upholding Traditional
Doctrine

Many conservative branches of Christianity, including the Roman Catholic
Church, Eastern Orthodox Churches, and certain evangelical groups, maintain
that homosexual acts are morally wrong while calling for pastoral care and
respect for individuals identifying as homosexual. For example, the Catechism
of the Catholic Church describes homosexual tendencies as “objectively
disordered,” while also emphasizing the dignity of every person.

These denominations often oppose same-sex marriage and the ordination of
openly gay clergy, citing scriptural authority and tradition. The rationale
is that while individuals must be treated with love and compassion, the
behavior itself cannot be condoned according to their interpretation of
divine law.

Progressive and Inclusive Movements

On the other hand, numerous Christian communities have adopted more inclusive
stances toward homosexual individuals. Denominations such as the United
Church of Christ, the Episcopal Church in the United States, and certain
Lutheran and Methodist churches have taken steps to affirm LGBTQ+ members by
performing same-sex marriages, ordaining openly gay clergy, and actively
combating discrimination within their congregations.

This progressive shift often stems from an emphasis on the lived experiences
of LGBTQ+ individuals and a reinterpretation of scripture in light of
contemporary understandings of human sexuality. Such churches advocate that
faith and sexual orientation are not mutually exclusive and that inclusion



enhances the spiritual and communal vitality of the church.

Challenges and Tensions Within the Church

The evolving discourse on homosexuality has generated significant tension
within many denominations, sometimes leading to schisms, debates, and
realignments. Balancing adherence to tradition with calls for inclusion
presents a complex challenge for church leadership.

Additionally, individual congregations may experience internal conflicts as
members hold divergent views on homosexuality. The church and the homosexual
relationship in these contexts becomes a microcosm of larger societal
debates, highlighting issues of authority, interpretation, and the role of
the church in modern life.

The Impact of Social Change and Legal
Developments

The broader societal acceptance of LGBTQ+ rights, including the legalization
of same-sex marriage in many countries, exerts pressure on religious
institutions to reconsider their positions. Public opinion surveys indicate a
growing favorability toward LGBTQ+ inclusion, especially among younger
generations, which in turn influences church demographics and participation.

Moreover, some churches face legal challenges regarding employment practices,
anti-discrimination laws, and the recognition of same-sex unions. These
external factors compel institutions to navigate the delicate balance between
religious freedom and civil rights.

Pastoral Care and Mental Health Considerations

An important aspect of the church’s engagement with homosexuality relates to
pastoral care. Historically, some churches endorsed conversion therapy or

other efforts to change sexual orientation, practices now widely discredited
and condemned by major psychological associations for their harmful effects.

Contemporary pastoral approaches increasingly emphasize affirming the
identity and well-being of homosexual individuals. This shift acknowledges
the mental health implications of exclusion and the need for supportive
spiritual environments.



Looking Forward: Dialogue and Reconciliation

The ongoing conversation about the church and the homosexual is emblematic of
the broader challenge religious institutions face in reconciling tradition
with evolving human rights frameworks and cultural shifts. Dialogue between
differing viewpoints within and between denominations remains crucial to
fostering understanding and reducing polarization.

As churches continue to grapple with these issues, many are exploring ways to
embrace diversity while maintaining theological integrity. This includes
reexamining scriptural interpretations, enhancing education on sexuality and
faith, and creating spaces for honest and compassionate conversation.

The intersection of the church and the homosexual thus represents not only a

theological debate but also an opportunity for growth, empathy, and renewed
commitment to the core spiritual principles of love and community.

The Church And The Homosexual

the church and the homosexual: The Church and the Homosexual John ]J. McNeill,
1993-09-01 In this brave and good book which shatters bad myths (Commonweal), McNeill shows
that the Bible does not condemn homosexuality, and argues that the Church must not continue its
homophobic practices.

the church and the homosexual: The Church and the Homosexual John J. McNeill, 1988
Fourth Edition In this brave and good book which shatters bad myths (Commonweal), McNeill shows
that the Bible does not condemn homosexuality, and argues that the Church must not continue its
homophobic practices. The Church and the Homosexual is a major weapon for those who are
fighting to change the Church. -The Reverend Paul Moore, ]Jr.

the church and the homosexual: Two Views on Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church
Zondervan,, 2016-11-29 Unique among most debates on homosexuality, this book presents a
constructive dialogue between people who disagree on significant ethical and theological matters,
and yet maintain a respectful and humanizing posture toward one another. Few topics are more
divisive today than homosexuality. Two Views on Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church brings a
fresh perspective to a well-worn debate. While Christian debates about homosexuality are most often
dominated by biblical exegesis, this book seeks to give much-needed attention to the rich history of
received Christian tradition, bringing the Bible into conversation with historical and systematic
theology. To that end, both theologians and biblical scholars--well accomplished in their fields and
conversant in issues of sexuality and gender--articulate and defend each of the two views: Affirming
- represented by William Loader and Megan K. DeFranza Traditional - represented by Wesley Hill
and Stephen R. Holmes The main essays are followed by insightful responses that interact with their
fellow essayists with civility. Holding to a high view of Scripture, a commitment to the gospel and
the church, and a love for people--especially those most affected by this topic--the contributors
wrestle deeply with the Bible and theology, especially the prohibition texts, the role of procreation,
gender complementarity, and pastoral accommodation. The book concludes with reflections from
general editor Preston Sprinkle on the future of discussions on faith and sexuality. The
Counterpoints series presents a comparison and critique of scholarly views on topics important to
Christians that are both fair-minded and respectful of the biblical text. Each volume is a one-stop
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reference that allows readers to evaluate the different positions on a specific issue and form their
own, educated opinion.

the church and the homosexual: Homosexuality in the Church Jeffrey S. Siker, 1994-01-01
Outstanding authorities on scripture, tradition, reason, biology, ethics, and gendered experience
discuss one of the most divisive debates in the church today: the place of homosexuals in the
community of faith. The balanced treatment of the issues and the contrasting insights of the essays
make this a valuable resource for reflection individually or in groups.

the church and the homosexual: Homosexuality and Christian Community Choon Leong
Seow, 1996-01-01 Contributors to this volume, all members of the Princeton Theological Seminary
faculty, address the various exegetical, interpretive, and practical issues pertaining to the issue of
homosexuality in the church. These include the ordination of homosexuals and the blessing of
homosexual unions, as well as broader issues dealing with liturgical and theological language about
God and the role of the church in a pluralistic society. The contributors speak of these various issues
as theological educators, ministers, and committed Christians. They ask, What do the scriptures say
about homosexuality and related issues? How should the scriptures inform our theological
reflection? and How do we live faithfully in regard to this matter? And like the Christian community
at large, the contributors are not of one mind on any of these issues; many times they are in
considerable disagreement. Homosexuality and Christian Community will help to guide churches
and individuals engaged in theological reflection about the place of homosexuals in the church.

the church and the homosexual: A Theology of Gay and Lesbian Inclusion Donald G Hanway,
2012-12-06 Encourage the Church to address the gift of human sexualityhow to view it, how to deal
with it, and how it relates to spirituality A Theology of Gay and Lesbian Inclusion: Love Letters to the
Church challenges traditional church teachings that brand homosexuality as immoral, using
pertinent scripture from the central Gospel to promote a full acceptance of gay and lesbian
Christians. This powerful book questions the assumption that gay Christians are morally inferior,
presenting testimony from gay men and lesbians about prejudice they’ve experienced at the hands of
the Churchand its straight members. Written as a series of ten letters, the book addresses the
strengths and weaknesses of the church and appeals for a new understanding and commitment to
the acceptance of its gay members. From the author: The purpose of this book is to equip you,
Christian warrior of the Gospel of peace, to stand against those who use the Bible to resist
changeeven that change of which our Lord would approve. In one sense, there is nothing
revolutionary about this book. It is a book that respects traditionbut only up to a point: that point
where tradition has to change, to give way to what the Holy Spirit is showing us in our day of the
mind of Christ. And this is not revolutionary, because tradition has had to change before; it is a
developing truth, born of the corporate experience of the children of God, and open to our claiming
the exercise of our God-given gift of reason. A Theology of Gay and Lesbian Inclusion includes a
series of letters that progress from establishing the purpose and credibility of the author, to
developing grounding in Scripture and experience, to appealing to the reader to act as an ally of gay
and lesbian Christians. The letters include: Dear Christian Believer, which aims for the bull’s-eye of
the reader’s faith Dear Sexual Being, which offers a fresh look at a sensitive topic Dear Confused
Church Member, which discusses what gay people are really like Dear Concerned Church Member,
which discusses what gay people really want Dear Bible Explorer, which discusses what the Bible
really says Dear Person Trying to Do the Right Thing, from being to doing and much more A
Theology of Gay and Lesbian Inclusion provides a friendly and informal Biblical rationale for
alternatives to traditional church teachings, encouraging the acceptance of gay and lesbian people
as fully moral and fully Christian.

the church and the homosexual: Love Into Light Peter Hubbard, 2013-06-09 Over ten
thousand copies sold! Powerfully insightful book. . . . I am not aware of a more valuable first
resource to help shape our thinking on this very contemporary issue. --Dr. Fred G. Zaspel, Calvary
Baptist Seminary Homosexuality is one of the most controversial moral issues of our day. Headlines
teem with stories of athletes coming out, politicians changing positions, and courts handing down



same-sex marriage rulings. Sadly the church has often been afraid to talk about homosexuality.
Many Christians feel confused and divided between the call to love and the call for truth. And many
who struggle with unwanted same-sex attraction feel alone and alienated by the church. The time is
ripe for God's people to think and speak about same-sex attraction in a way that is both biblical and
beneficial. We must reject our fears and misunderstandings and see ourselves together in need of
the grace of Jesus. Love Into Light is designed to move the church toward that end. Written from the
heart of a pastor with a love for people and a sensitivity to our culture, Love Into Light is your next
step toward becoming more faithfully and helpfully engaged with people in your families, in your
church and in your neighborhood.

the church and the homosexual: Homosexuality and the Death of the Church Pastor
Romell Parks-Weekly, 2014-04-25 Although the prophetic destiny of the Christian Church is a very
controversial topic, motivating many pastors and teachers to not deal with it at all, the Bible is not
silent about it. Believing that if God took the time to inspire the apostles and prophets to write about
it, we should take the time to study and understand it, Pastor Romell Parks-Weekly takes a fresh look
at Bible prophecy in Homosexuality and the Death of the Church. Homosexuality is, undeniably, the
controversy of our time. As same-sex marriage becomes legal all around the country and world,
many Christians fear that their religious liberties are threatened, and that the world is proving its
God-dishonoring intent to become the modern day Sodom and Gomorrah. Consequently, the Church
is challenged, both internally and externally, to deal with this controversial issue head-on. Join
Pastor Parks-Weekly as he uncovers earth-shattering biblical evidence that the Church will actually
die, and that the issue of homosexuality will likely be the catalyst that causes it. Did the Pat
Robertsons and James Dobsons of the faith have it right all along? Are homosexuals the enemy of the
Church? Is there any way to prevent the coming catastrophe, or should we actually welcome the
death of the Church? The Bible provides the answers. Uncover them in Homosexuality and the Death
of the Church.

the church and the homosexual: Definitive Guidance Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
2004-01-01 Using the statements from the 1977, 1978, and 1979 General Assemblies of the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. and the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., this ten-session
study guide seeks to help Presbyterians understand the denomination's position on homosexuality
and the role that definitive guidance plays in policy decisions about this issue. Included is a foreword
by Stated Clerk Clifton Kirkpatrick, which places these issues in context for todays Presbyterians, as
well as the original statements from the 1977, 1978, and 1979 General Assemblies.

the church and the homosexual: Turning Controversy into Church Ministry William P.
Campbell, 2010-09-21 One of the most volatile issues facing the Western Church is also one of the
least discussed: homosexuality. Many pastors, church members, and congregations have become
tired of the debate surrounding this topic but do not really understand the issues. Pulling away from
this controversy doesn’t seem to help; it keeps cropping up.Ninety percent of pastors are aware of
members or visitors to their churches who struggle with homosexual tendencies, and the same
percentage of churchgoers know a relative or friend who wrestles with this concern. The media,
school systems, and nearly every sector of society will challenge Christians to give a reasoned
response to the escalating gay agenda. For twenty-five years W. P. Campbell has studied and
debated this topic as it relates to Christ’s Church. He has come to the conclusion that it will not go
away in our generation, but it can be coaxed to find its proper place in any congregation when it is
tackled with a firm but loving grip. Homosexuality in the Church is a guidebook to help Christians
and whole congregations do just that. It faces the heart of the controversy with the love and
compassion of Christ and turns it into effective ministry.Framed by the most significant biblical
passages related to homosexuality and supported by science, psychology and sociology, each of the
five parts of the book unfold a unique aspect of God’s person and purpose. As our Creator, he has
made us to be whole; as our King he has provided laws and guidelines to help us remain that way; as
our Redeemer, his power can save us from sin; as our Guide, his light will guide us out; as our
Strength, he will make our ministry effective.As a resource for the church today, this book will:



Provide readers with a comprehensive overview of the biblical data about homosexuality ¢ Inform
readers about current scientific, psychological, and cultural findings related to same-sex practice
Teach readers Christ-like responses to gay rights activists in the Church and help them to know how
to avoid extreme stances about homosexuals and the Church that result in alienating others or in
supporting sexual sin * Offer guidelines and tools to church leaders for mobilizing a congregation to
study this topic and to engage in ministry to recovering homosexuals

the church and the homosexual: Sons of the Church Thomas B Stevenson, 2014-05-22 The
book that can help you reconcile being both gay and Catholic Sons of the Church: The Witnessing of
Gay Catholic Men spotlights testimonials from over thirty gay Catholic men to answer the question,
“How can you be gay and Catholic?” Dr. Thomas B. Stevenson, who received degrees from the
University of Notre Dame, Boston College, and the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, explores
this question, using various interviews to thoroughly analyze the many dimensions of being gay and
Catholic while providing a powerful and convincing criticism of Church teaching on homosexuality.
This thoughtful, surprisingly reverent book is the answer for those gay readers who long for a
religious connection, as well as for Catholic readers and those in pastoral positions who want and
need to hear the stories of gay people firsthand. Sons of the Church: The Witnessing of Gay Catholic
Men tells one story—the story of what it is like to be gay and Catholic—through the various stories of
over thirty gay Catholic men. Each chapter is arranged thematically, beginning with experiences of
being homosexual and Catholic during childhood and youth. Subsequent chapters delve into the
ways these men each finally accepted themselves and integrated their sexuality, related to others
who did or did not understand, dealt with homosexual promiscuity, found intimate relationships,
became a part of a community, and ultimately came to terms with the Catholic Church and their
faith. Throughout, these 'witnesses’ explain how their faith in God guides them through the various
experiences and issues they face. The positive aspects of Catholic Christianity are respectfully
explored at the same time as the present Church teaching on homosexuality is challenged. Sons of
the Church uses interviews to explore: Catholics coming to terms with their homosexuality the
experiences of young men recognizing their sexuality suffering and oppression by society and the
Church acceptance of self integration of goodness and lovability of homosexuality moral issues of
promiscuity among gay men gay relationships and the Catholic dimensions of commitment criticisms
of gay culture the Catholic Church teachings on homosexuality the answer to the question, “How can
you be gay and Catholic?” Sons of the Church: The Witnessing of Gay Catholic Men is enlightening
reading essential for educators, students, counselors, priests, nuns, psychologists, and theologians.
Catholic people, gay people, and every educated reader will find that the interviews and ideas here
stimulate thought and create a greater understanding of the issue of homosexuality and faith.

the church and the homosexual: Other Voices Other Worlds Terry Brown, 2006-04-01
Leading Anglican writers from around the world challenge the assumption that the communion is
split between a liberal 'north' and an orthodox 'south'. Anglican churches worldwide are sharply
divided on homosexuality. The dominant sterotype is that of a global south unanimously lined up
against homosexuality as immoral and sinful, and of a liberal and decadent global north. The
differences between the two sides are seen as fundamental, and irreconcilable. Nothing is further
from the truth: homosexual behavior exists across the whole Anglican Communion, whether it is
openly celebrated or quietly integrated into local churches and cultures. In this extraordinary book,
in development for several years, this is exposed as a myth. Christians throughout Africa, Asia, and
the developing world - bishops, priests and religious, academics and lay writers - open up dramatic
new perspectives on familiar arguments and debates. Topics include biblical interpretation, sexuality
and doctrine, local history, sexuality and personhood, the influence of other faiths, issues of
colonialism and post-colonialism, homophobia, and the place of homosexual persons in the church.
Other Voices, Other Worlds reveals the rich historical and cross-cultural complexity to same-sex
relationships, and injects dramatic new perspectives into a debate that has become stale and
predictable.

the church and the homosexual: The Loyal Opposition Tex Sample, Amy E. DeLong, 2000 No



issue more polarizes American Protestants today than the church's stance on homosexuality. In
recent years, a number of denominations have engaged in prolonged and divisive debates on the
subject, and it appears that these debates will continue to occupy their attention. The contributors to
this volume call for the formation of a loyal opposition that is serious in its commitment to the
difficult process of reconciliation and forgiveness. Faithfulness to the gospel, they remind readers,
requires nothing less than that Christians will be committed to the full inclusion of all persons in the
body of Christ--not least of all those who disagree theologically and ethically. The book offers
readers a multifaceted argument that the gospel requires a commitment to the full inclusion of all
persons in the body of Christ. It focuses on how members of mainline denominations can respond to
official denominational positions with which they disagree. Readers are offered an alternative
response besides staying in the denomination and remaining silent or leaving the denomination
because one disagrees with its official position on this issue. Contributors include: J. Philip
Wogaman, Roy Sano, Stanley Hauerwas, Jeanne Audrey Powers, Victor Paul Furnish, Dale Dunlap,
Gil Caldwell, and Joretta Marshall. Foreword by Leontine Kelly.

the church and the homosexual: Homosexuality and the Church Richard F. Lovelace, 1978

the church and the homosexual: The Silence of Sodom Mark D. Jordan, 2002-05 The past
decade has seen homosexual scandals in the Catholic Church becoming ever more visible, and the
Vatican's directives on homosexuality becoming ever more forceful, begging the question Mark
Jordan tries to answer here: how can the Catholic Church be at once so homophobic and so
homoerotic? His analysis is a keen and readable study of the tangled relationship between male
homosexuality and modern Catholicism. [Jordan] has offered glimpses, anecdotal stories, and
scholarly observations that are a whole greater than the sum of its parts. . . . If homosexuality is the
guest that refuses to leave the table, Jordan has at least shed light on why that is and in the process
made the whole issue, including a conflicted Catholic Church, a little more understandable.—Larry
B. Stammer, Los Angeles Times [Jordan] knows how to present a case, and with apparently effortless
clarity he demonstrates the church's double bind and how it affects Vatican rhetoric, the training of
priests, and ecclesiastical protectiveness toward an army of closet cases. . . . [T]his book will interest
readers of every faith.—Daniel Blue, Lambda Book Report A 2000 Lambda Literary Award Finalist

the church and the homosexual: Still Time to Care Greg Johnson, 2021-12-07 Charting the
path forward for our churches and ministries in providing care—not a cure— for our non-straight
sisters and brothers who are living lives of costly obedience to Jesus. At the start of the gay rights
movement in 1969, evangelicalism's leading voices cast a vision for gay people who turn to Jesus. It
was C.S. Lewis, Billy Graham, Francis Schaeffer and John Stott who were among the most respected
leaders within theologically orthodox Protestantism. We see with them a positive pastoral approach
toward gay people, an approach that viewed homosexuality as a fallen condition experienced by
some Christians who needed care more than cure. With the birth and rise of the ex-gay movement,
the focus shifted from care to cure. As a result, there are an estimated 700,000 people alive today
who underwent conversion therapy in the United States alone. Many of these patients were treated
by faith-based, testimony-driven parachurch ministries centered on the ex-gay script. Despite the
best of intentions, the movement ended with very troubling results. Yet the ex-gay movement died
not because it had the wrong sex ethic. It died because it was founded on a practice that diminished
the beauty of the gospel. Yet even after the closure of the ex-gay umbrella organization Exodus
International in 2013, the ex-gay script continues to walk about as the undead among us, pressuring
people like me to say, I used to be gay, but I'm not gay anymore. Now I'm just same-sex attracted.
For orthodox Christians, the way forward is to take a close look at our history. It is time again to
focus with our Neo-Evangelical fathers on caring over attempting to cure. With warmth and humor,
as well as original research, Still Time to Care provides: Guidance for the gay person who hears the
gospel and finds themselves smitten by the life-giving call of Jesus. Guidance for the church to
repent of its homophobia and instead offer gospel-motivated love and compassion.

the church and the homosexual: Homosexuality and the Church Howard A. Snyder,
2014-01-15 Homosexuality ... Is it a defining issue or a distracting battle? Is it a core issue of



Christian belief? A matter of doctrinal fidelity? Or is homosexuality essentially a question of human
rights-the current hotspot in the long battle that progressively has given freedom to slaves and
worked for equality for women and other victims of discrimination? This is a tough issue. Biblical
Christians affirm the equality of all humans created in God's image. We should work to end
oppression and injustice; we should help everyone enjoy the full freedom of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. What, then, about homosexuality, and homosexual practice? In this short book, Dr. Howard
Snyder approaches these questions with both prophetic nerve and pastoral sensitivity as he invites
honest dialogue and authentically Christian conversation.--Back cover.

the church and the homosexual: The Way Forward? Timothy Bradshaw, 2003 The
homosexuality issue is the most pressing dilemma currently facing the churches. Recent
controversial church appointments in Britain and America have sparked intense argument and there
has been virtually no sign of real dialogue or developing debate.This important and timely book sets
out the full range of Christian responses to this critical issue, and offers mature and informed
contributions from key figures on all sides of the debate. A vital resource for theological reflection
and continuing discussion, this second edition of The May Forward? will be crucial reading for all
who are concerned for the issues at stake and for the future and integrity of the churches today.

the church and the homosexual: Loving Women/loving Men Sally Miller Gearhart, William
Reagan Johnson, 1974 Outlines the growing conflict between Gay people and organized religion, and
is a timely history of Gay/church confrontation over the past decade including the fine scholarship of
the Reverend Robert L. Treese's biblical perspective.

the church and the homosexual: Homosexuality and the Church , 1989
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