
the bone shard emperor
The Bone Shard Emperor: A Deep Dive into R.F. Kuang’s Spellbinding Fantasy

the bone shard emperor is a captivating novel that has captured the imagination of
fantasy readers worldwide. Written by R.F. Kuang, this book serves as the highly
anticipated sequel to her debut, The Poppy War. Diving deeper into the rich world of the
Remembrancer Empire, The Bone Shard Emperor explores themes of power, identity, and
rebellion through a narrative that blends magic, political intrigue, and complex characters.

If you’ve heard whispers about this novel or are already a fan of Kuang’s work, this article
will take you on a journey through the intricate layers of The Bone Shard Emperor, shedding
light on its plot, characters, and the unique magic system that sets it apart in the crowded
fantasy genre.

The Story Behind The Bone Shard Emperor

At the heart of The Bone Shard Emperor lies a gripping tale of a fractured empire struggling
under a tyrannical ruler who wields a mysterious form of magic. The story is set in the
Remembrancer Empire, where the emperor maintains control through the use of bone
shard magic—a powerful and feared art that allows the user to animate constructs from the
bones of the dead.

The novel follows multiple perspectives, including that of a young emperor grappling with
his legitimacy, a rebellious apprentice seeking to master forbidden magic, and a clever
street urchin with secrets of her own. This multi-faceted narrative offers readers a
panoramic view of a world rife with tension and the desire for change.

The Unique Magic System: Bone Shard Magic

One of the most intriguing aspects of The Bone Shard Emperor is its innovative magic
system centered around bone shards. Unlike traditional magic systems that rely on
elemental manipulation or spellcasting, bone shard magic involves inscribing runes on
shards of bone harvested from the deceased. These shards then animate constructs—living
puppets that can be used for labor, warfare, or espionage.

This magic is both a blessing and a curse. It requires sacrifice and a deep understanding of
the soul, raising ethical questions about using the dead for power. The delicate balance
between control and the risk of losing oneself to the magic adds layers of tension
throughout the book.

Exploring the Characters of The Bone Shard



Emperor

R.F. Kuang excels at creating characters who feel real, flawed, and deeply human. The
Bone Shard Emperor introduces readers to a cast whose motivations and struggles
resonate beyond the fantasy setting.

Lin Shu: The Burdened Emperor

Lin Shu, the titular bone shard emperor, is a complex protagonist. Ascending the throne
unexpectedly, he wrestles with his identity as the legitimate ruler of the empire while
grappling with the dark magic that sustains his power. His internal conflict drives much of
the plot, as he must decide what kind of emperor he wants to be—tyrant or reformer.

Jiang: The Determined Apprentice

Another central character, Jiang, serves as an apprentice to the bone shard magic arts. Her
journey is one of growth, resilience, and moral questioning. Through Jiang, readers explore
the nuances of power, the cost of ambition, and the consequences of rebellion within a rigid
society.

Mei: The Streetwise Survivor

Mei’s story provides a grounded perspective on the impact of the empire’s politics on
everyday people. As a clever and resourceful street urchin, her narrative thread exposes
the harsh realities of life under imperial rule and the sparks of resistance that fuel the
novel’s tension.

Thematic Depth: Beyond Magic and Politics

While The Bone Shard Emperor dazzles with its fantasy elements, its true strength lies in its
thematic explorations. The book delves into questions of identity, legacy, and the nature of
power.

Identity and Legitimacy

Lin Shu’s struggle with his legitimacy as emperor mirrors larger questions about what
defines leadership and authority. Is it birthright, capability, or the willingness to make
difficult choices? These themes resonate with readers navigating their own identities and
roles in society.



Power and Its Consequences

The novel does not shy away from portraying the cost of wielding power, especially when it
comes with dark magic. Characters face moral dilemmas that highlight the fine line
between using power for good and falling into corruption.

Rebellion and Change

At its core, The Bone Shard Emperor is a story about change—both personal and political. It
examines how individuals and societies resist oppression and the sacrifices required to
forge a new path.

Why The Bone Shard Emperor Stands Out in
Fantasy Literature

In a genre often saturated with familiar tropes, The Bone Shard Emperor distinguishes itself
through its originality and depth.

Innovative Magic System: Bone shard magic offers a fresh take on fantasy magic,
blending mysticism with a haunting ethical dimension.

Rich Worldbuilding: The Remembrancer Empire is vividly realized, with detailed
cultures, political systems, and history that add authenticity.

Complex Characters: The novel’s protagonists are not one-dimensional heroes or
villains but nuanced individuals with relatable struggles.

Engaging Narrative: Multiple perspectives and intertwining storylines keep readers
invested and eager to unravel the mysteries of the empire.

The Bone Shard Emperor and Its Place in Modern
Fantasy

R.F. Kuang’s work contributes to a growing movement in fantasy literature that prioritizes
diverse voices and complex storytelling. The Bone Shard Emperor integrates elements
inspired by East Asian history and mythology, offering readers a fresh cultural lens rarely
explored in mainstream fantasy.

Moreover, the novel’s willingness to tackle difficult themes—such as colonialism, identity
crises, and the morality of power—positions it as a thoughtful and relevant addition to



contemporary fantasy.

Tips for Readers New to The Bone Shard Emperor

If you’re considering diving into The Bone Shard Emperor, here are some tips to enhance
your reading experience:

Start with The Poppy War: While The Bone Shard Emperor can stand on its own,1.
reading the first book provides valuable context and enriches your understanding of
the world and characters.

Pay Attention to the Magic System: The unique mechanics of bone shard magic2.
are integral to the plot. Taking time to understand how it works will deepen your
appreciation of the story’s stakes.

Engage with the Themes: Reflect on the moral and political questions the book3.
raises; it adds layers to what might initially seem like a typical fantasy tale.

Join the Community: Fans of The Bone Shard Emperor often discuss theories and4.
interpretations online. Engaging with these conversations can offer fresh insights.

The Bone Shard Emperor is much more than a fantasy novel; it’s a richly woven tapestry
that challenges readers to think about power, identity, and change in new ways. Whether
you’re a seasoned fantasy aficionado or new to R.F. Kuang’s work, this book promises an
unforgettable journey into a world that lingers long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bone Shard Emperor' about?
'The Bone Shard Emperor' is a fantasy novel by Andrea Stewart, centered around a young
emperor named Lin who uses magical bone shard technology to control an empire while
uncovering dark secrets about his lineage and the empire's stability.

Who is the author of 'The Bone Shard Emperor'?
The author of 'The Bone Shard Emperor' is Andrea Stewart.

Is 'The Bone Shard Emperor' part of a series?
Yes, 'The Bone Shard Emperor' is the second book in the Daevabad Trilogy by Andrea
Stewart.



What are bone shards in 'The Bone Shard Emperor'?
Bone shards are magical fragments taken from the bones of people that can be used to
animate constructs or control people, central to the empire’s power system in the story.

When was 'The Bone Shard Emperor' published?
'The Bone Shard Emperor' was published in June 2020.

What themes are explored in 'The Bone Shard
Emperor'?
The novel explores themes of power, identity, rebellion, and the moral implications of using
magic to control others.

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Bone Shard
Emperor'?
The main protagonist is Lin, the Bone Shard Emperor himself, who struggles to maintain his
rule and uncover the truth about his empire.

Has 'The Bone Shard Emperor' received any awards or
nominations?
Yes, 'The Bone Shard Emperor' has been nominated for several fantasy awards including
the Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel.

What makes 'The Bone Shard Emperor' unique in the
fantasy genre?
Its unique magic system based on bone shard technology and its setting inspired by
Southeast Asian cultures distinguish it from typical Western fantasy novels.

Is 'The Bone Shard Emperor' suitable for young adult
readers?
Yes, while it contains complex themes and some violence, it is generally suitable for mature
young adult readers who enjoy fantasy novels.

Additional Resources
The Bone Shard Emperor: A Deep Dive into R.F. Kuang’s Acclaimed Fantasy Novel

the bone shard emperor stands as a compelling entry in contemporary fantasy literature,
captivating readers with its intricate world-building and complex character dynamics.
Authored by R.F. Kuang, this novel is the second installment in the *Poppy War* universe,



following *The Poppy War* and preceding *The Burning God*. It has garnered attention for
its unique blend of political intrigue, magical innovation, and thematic depth, appealing to
both fantasy aficionados and critical readers who appreciate layered narratives.

Exploring the Essence of The Bone Shard Emperor

At its core, *The Bone Shard Emperor* delves into themes of power, identity, and rebellion.
Kuang weaves a story set in a vividly imagined archipelago ruled by a fragile empire that
uses bone shard magic — a distinctive form of necromancy involving the manipulation of
bone fragments to animate constructs or exert control. The titular emperor, Lin Shu, is a
deeply conflicted character whose journey forms the backbone of the novel’s plot. His
struggle to maintain authority while grappling with personal and political challenges offers a
nuanced portrayal of leadership under duress.

World-Building and Magic System

One of the novel’s standout features is its sophisticated magic system centered around
bone shard sorcery. Unlike typical fantasy magic often reliant on elemental forces or
mystical artifacts, Kuang’s bone shard magic is both visceral and morally ambiguous. It is
closely tied to the emperor’s rule — bone shards harvested from the deceased are used to
power automatons and soldiers, highlighting themes of sacrifice and control.

The empire’s reliance on this form of magic fuels the narrative tension, especially as the
ethics of such practices come into question. Kuang’s approach to magic is methodical and
detailed, providing readers with a clear framework that feels integral to the story rather
than a mere backdrop. This depth enriches the reading experience, distinguishing *The
Bone Shard Emperor* from other fantasy novels that may rely more heavily on archetypal
magic systems.

Character Development and Themes

Central to the novel’s impact is the character development of Lin Shu and other key figures
like Mei and the rebel leaders. Lin Shu’s internal conflict — torn between his role as
emperor and his own moral compass — invites readers to reflect on the costs of power and
the sacrifices leaders must endure. Mei, a skilled bone shard mage herself, adds layers of
complexity through her own ambitions and the political intrigue she navigates.

The narrative explores themes such as identity, loyalty, and the nature of revolution. The
bone shard emperor’s reign is threatened by factions aiming to overthrow the established
order, which creates a rich political landscape filled with alliances, betrayals, and
ideological clashes. Kuang does not shy away from portraying the brutal realities of
rebellion and governance, which adds to the novel’s gravitas and realism.



Comparative Analysis within the Fantasy Genre

When juxtaposed with other contemporary fantasy works, *The Bone Shard Emperor*
stands out for its combination of grimdark elements and Asian-inspired settings. Unlike
many Western fantasy novels that draw heavily from European mythologies, Kuang’s work
incorporates Southeast Asian cultural influences, which broadens the genre’s geographical
and thematic horizons.

Moreover, the novel’s focus on political machinations and morally grey characters aligns it
with titles like *The Lies of Locke Lamora* by Scott Lynch, while its dark magic system and
intense atmosphere echo qualities found in works by authors such as Joe Abercrombie.
However, Kuang’s distinctive voice and the bone shard magic concept provide a fresh
perspective that sets the book apart.

Strengths and Areas for Consideration

Strengths:

Innovative magic system that enhances the plot’s originality.

Complex characters with layered motivations, avoiding simplistic hero-villain
dichotomies.

Rich world-building that immerses readers in a unique cultural setting.

Exploration of themes like power dynamics, identity, and rebellion with subtlety.

Areas for Consideration:

The novel’s pacing at times can feel dense due to detailed political exposition.

Readers unfamiliar with the first book might find some contextual gaps.

Its darker tone may not appeal to audiences seeking lighthearted fantasy
escapism.

The Bone Shard Emperor in the Context of R.F.



Kuang’s Oeuvre

R.F. Kuang has quickly become a prominent figure in speculative fiction, renowned for her
ability to fuse historical elements with fantasy. *The Bone Shard Emperor* exemplifies her
skill in crafting stories that are both intellectually engaging and emotionally resonant. The
novel builds on the foundation laid in *The Poppy War*, expanding the scope of the
universe and deepening the exploration of its characters’ psyches.

Kuang’s narrative style is marked by a balance of lyrical prose and unflinching realism,
which appeals to readers who appreciate sophisticated storytelling. The book’s reception
among critics and readers alike reflects this, often praising its ambitious themes and
narrative complexity.

Impact on Modern Fantasy Literature

*The Bone Shard Emperor* contributes to a growing trend in fantasy literature that seeks to
diversify storytelling through non-Western perspectives and morally complex characters. Its
success highlights the appetite for fantasy narratives that challenge traditional genre
conventions and address contemporary issues such as governance, colonialism, and
cultural identity through allegorical means.

This novel’s integration of political thriller elements with dark fantasy sets a precedent for
future works aiming to blend genres to create richer, more textured stories. It also
encourages emerging writers to experiment with cultural motifs and magic systems that
reflect a broader spectrum of human experience.

In summary, *The Bone Shard Emperor* is a notable work that enriches the fantasy genre
through its imaginative magic system, intricate political drama, and profound thematic
exploration. R.F. Kuang’s novel invites readers to engage with difficult questions about the
nature of power and the cost of revolution, making it a meaningful addition to the
landscape of modern fantasy literature.

The Bone Shard Emperor

  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard Emperor Andrea Stewart, 2021-11-23 In this
action-packed magical fantasy epic, a heroine at the head of a powerful empire confronts a raging
battle as she’s forced to do whatever it takes to restore peace. The Emperor is Dead. Long live the
Emperor. Lin Sukai finally sits on the throne she won at so much cost, but her struggles are only just
beginning. Her people don’t trust her. Her political alliances are weak. And in the north-east of the
Empire, a rebel army of constructs is gathering, its leader determined to take the throne by force.
Yet an even greater threat is on the horizon, for the Alanga–the powerful magicians of legend–have
returned to the Empire. They claim they come in peace, and Lin will need their help in order to
defeat the rebels and restore peace. But can she trust them?
  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard Daughter Andrea Stewart, 2020-09-08 The Bone
Shard Daughter is an unmissable debut from a major new voice in epic fantasy — a stunning tale of

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-151/the-bone-shard-emperor.pdf


magic, mystery, and revolution in which the former heir to the emperor will fight to reclaim her
power and her place on the throne. One of the best debut fantasy novels of the year. — BuzzFeed
News An amazing start to a new trilogy. — Culturess It grabs you by the heart and the throat from
the first pages and doesn't let go. — Sarah J. Maas The emperor's reign has lasted for decades, his
mastery of bone shard magic powering the animal-like constructs that maintain law and order. But
now his rule is failing, and revolution is sweeping across the Empire's many islands. Lin is the
emperor's daughter and spends her days trapped in a palace of locked doors and dark secrets. When
her father refuses to recognise her as heir to the throne, she vows to prove her worth by mastering
the forbidden art of bone shard magic. Yet such power carries a great cost, and when the revolution
reaches the gates of the palace, Lin must decide how far she is willing to go to claim her birthright -
and save her people.
  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard Emperor Andrea Stewart, 2021 -- One of the best
debut fantasy novels of the year. -- --
  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard Emperor Andrea Stewart, 2021 The Emperor is
Dead. Long live the Emperor. Lin Sukai finally sits on the throne she won at so much cost, but her
struggles are only just beginning. Her people don't trust her. Her political alliances are weak. And in
the north-east of the Empire, a rebel army of constructs is gathering, its leader determined to take
the throne by force. Yet an even greater threat is on the horizon, for the Alanga--the powerful
magicians of legend--have returned to the Empire. They claim they come in peace, and Lin will need
their help in order to defeat the rebels and restore peace.
  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard Daughter Andrea Stewart, 2021-04-08 'One of the
best fantasy novels I've read in a long time...This book is truly special' Sarah J. Maas ***The Sunday
Times bestselling series*** Magic. Revolution. Identity. The Emperor's reign has lasted for decades,
his mastery of bone shard magic powering the animal-like constructs that maintain law and order.
But now his rule is failing, and revolution is sweeping across the Empire's many islands. Lin is the
Emperor's daughter and she spends her days trapped in a palace of locked doors and dark secrets.
When her father refuses to recognise her as heir to the throne, she vows to prove her worth by
mastering the forbidden art of bone shard magic. Yet such power carries a great cost, and when the
revolution reaches the gates of the palace, Lin must decide how far she is willing to go to claim her
birthright - and save her people. The Bone Shard Daughter is an unmissable fantasy debut - a
captivating tale of magic, revolution and mystery, where a young woman's sense of identity will
make or break an empire. 'A bold, ambitious debut' M. R. Carey 'Epic fantasy at its most human and
heartfelt . . . inventive, adventurous and wonderfully written' Alix E. Harrow 'Brilliant
world-building, deep intrigue and incredible heart' Megan E. O'Keefe 'Action-packed, must-read epic
fantasy . . . One of the best debut fantasy novels of the year' Buzzfeed 'This brilliant fantasy debut
has announced Andrea Stewart as quite possibly the best newcomer of the year' Novel Notions The
Drowning Empire series The Bone Shard Daughter The Bone Shard Emperor The Bone Shard War
  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard Daughter Andrea G. Stewart, 2020 The emperor's
reign has lasted for decades, his mastery of bone shard magic powering the animal-like constructs
that maintain law and order. But now his rule is failing, and revolution is sweeping across the
Empire's many islands. Lin is the emperor's daughter and spends her days trapped in a palace of
locked doors and dark secrets. When her father refuses to recognize her as heir to the throne, she
vows to prove her worth by mastering the forbidden art of bone shard magic. Yet such power carries
a great cost, and when the revolution reaches the gates of the palace, Lin must decide how far she is
willing to go to claim her birthright--and save her people--
  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard War Andrea Stewart, 2023-04-18 From the author of
The Bone Shard Daughter comes the final book in the Drowning Empire series, as the fate of Lin
Sukai—and her family’s dynasty—lay in her hands in this action-packed, magic-laced epic fantasy.
Lin Sukai has won her first victory as Emperor, but the future of the Phoenix Empire hangs in the
balance – and Lin is dangerously short of allies. As her own governors plot treason, the Shardless
Few renew hostilities. Worse still, Lin discovers her old nemesis Nisong has joined forces with the



rogue Alanga, Ragan. Both seek her death. Yet hopes lies in history. Legend tells of seven mythic
swords, forged in centuries past. If Lin can find them before her enemies, she may yet be able to
turn the tide. If she fails, the Sukai dynasty – and the entire empire – will fall.
  the bone shard emperor: The Bone Shard War Andrea Stewart, 2023-04-20 **The Sunday
Times bestseller** 'One of the best fantasy novels I've read in a long time...This book is truly special'
Sarah J. Maas on The Bone Shard Daughter The Bone Shard War is the epic finale to the unmissable,
action-packed and magic-laced Drowning Empire series. Lin Sukai has won her first victory as
Emperor, but the future of the Phoenix Empire hangs in the balance - and Lin is dangerously short of
allies. As her own governors plot treason, the Shardless Few renew hostilities. Worse still, Lin
discovers her old nemesis Nisong has joined forces with the rogue Alanga, Ragan. Both seek her
death. Yet hopes lies in history. Legend tells of seven mythic swords, forged in centuries past. If Lin
can find them before her enemies, she may yet be able to turn the tide. If she fails, the Sukai dynasty
- and the entire empire - will fall. Praise for the series 'A bold, ambitious debut' M. R. Carey 'Epic
fantasy at its most human and heartfelt . . . inventive, adventurous and wonderfully written' Alix E.
Harrow 'Brilliant world-building, deep intrigue and incredible heart' Megan E. O'Keefe
'Action-packed, must-read epic fantasy . . . One of the best debut fantasy novels of the year' Buzzfeed
'This brilliant fantasy debut has announced Andrea Stewart as quite possibly the best newcomer of
the year' Novel Notions The Drowning Empire series The Bone Shard Daughter The Bone Shard
Emperor The Bone Shard War
  the bone shard emperor: Fantasy Adam Roberts, 2025-04-24 One of the most popular genres
of modern times, fantasy literature has as rich a cultural and literary heritage as the magical worlds
that so enrapture its readers. In this book, a concise history of the genre, Adam Roberts traces the
central forms and influences on fantasy through the centuries to arrive at our understanding of the
fantastic today. Pinning the evolution of fantasy on three key moments - the 19th-century resurgence
of interest in Arthurian legend, the rise of Christian allegory, and a post-Ossian, post-Grimm
emergence of a Norse, Germanic and Old English mythic identity � Roberts explores how the logic of
'the fantastical' feeds through into the sets and trappings of modern fantasy. Tracking the creation
of heroic and high fantasy subgenres through antiquarian tradition, through C. S. Lewis and J. R. R.
Tolkien and into the post-Tolkien boom in genre fantasy writing, the book brings the manifestation of
the fantastic beyond literature into art, music, film and TV, video games and other cultural
productions such as fandoms. From Tennyson and Wagner, through Robert Graves, David Jones,
Samuel Delany, Dungeons and Dragons, Terry Pratchett and Robin Hobb, to the Game of Thrones,
Skyrim, The Witcher and The Lord of the Rings media franchises, the book digs into the global
dissemination and diversity of 21st-century fantasy. Accessible and dynamic, wide-ranging but
comprehensive, this is a crash-course in context for the most imaginative form of storytelling.
  the bone shard emperor: The Gods Below Andrea Stewart, 2024-09-03 In this sweeping epic
fantasy comes a story of magic, betrayal, love, and loyalty, where two sisters will clash on opposite
sides of a war against the gods. A divine war shattered the world leaving humanity in ruins.
Desperate for hope, they struck a deal with the devious god Kluehnn: He would restore the world to
its former glory, but at a price so steep it would keep the mortals indebted to him for eternity. And
as each land was transformed, so too were its people changed into strange new forms - if they
survived at all. Hakara is not willing to pay such a price. Desperate to protect herself and her sister,
Rasha, she flees her homeland for the safety of a neighboring kingdom. But when tragedy separates
them, Hakara is forced to abandon her beloved sister to an unknown fate. Alone and desperate for
answers on the wrong side of the world, Hakara discovers she can channel the magic from the
mysterious gems they are forced to mine for Kluehnn. With that discovery comes another: her sister
is alive, and the rebels plotting to destroy the God Pact can help rescue her. But only if Hakara goes
to war against a god.
  the bone shard emperor: The War Beyond Andrea Stewart, 2025-11-04 In this thrilling
sequel to the Sunday Times bestseller The Gods Below, loyalties will be tested, long-lost secrets will
be revealed, and two sisters will face each other on the battlefield as the war between the gods



ignites Hakara risked her life to find her long-lost sister Rasha, only to lose her all over again. Now
she and her Unanointed rebels hunt for the shapeshifter Lithuas, knowing that defeating her would
strike a blow to the plans of the tyrant god Kluehnn. Rasha once longed to be reunited with Hakara.
No longer. Now she is a Godkiller and proud to serve Kluehnn's divine will. Yet she also harbours
doubts about Kluehnn's teachings. When she is sent to destroy Hakara and her allies, Rasha will
have to decide where her loyalty truly lies. As the two sisters hurtle towards a bloody reunion,
Sheuan continues her shadowy games of intrigue to uncover the secret that killed her father, while
her cousin Mullayne seeks the tomb of Tolemne. There, Mull believes he'll find the answers he
desires. Answers that could shatter the history of the world. Praise for The Gods Below 'An epic and
heart rending struggle between gods and mortals, lovers and siblings . . . Stewart is a writer of
genius and brilliance' Hannah Kaner 'Stewart's worlds are some of the most exceptionally inventive
in modern fantasy. A must read!' Shannon Chakraborty
  the bone shard emperor: Old and New London Walter Thornbury, 1880
  the bone shard emperor: Old and New London: a Narrative of Its History, Its People and
Its Places George Walter Thornbury, 1873
  the bone shard emperor: Old and New London: a Narrative of Its History, Its People, and Its
Places ...: The southern suburbs Walter Thornbury, 1893
  the bone shard emperor: Old and New London a Narrative of Its History, Its People, and
Its Places by Walter Thornbury Edward Walford, 1893
  the bone shard emperor: Improved pronouncing dictionary of the English language Noah
Webster, Charles Robson, 1870
  the bone shard emperor: The Spectator , 1929 A weekly review of politics, literature, theology,
and art.
  the bone shard emperor: Live Stock Journal , 1906
  the bone shard emperor: 135000 Words Spelled and Pronounced John Hendricks Bechtel,
1904
  the bone shard emperor: The Gods Below Andrea Stewart, 2025-07 ***The instant Sunday
Times bestseller*** 'An epic and heart rending struggle between gods and mortals, lovers and
siblings . . . Stewart is a writer of genius and brilliance' Hannah Kaner 'Stewart's worlds are some of
the most exceptionally inventive in modern fantasy. A must read!' Shannon Chakraborty After a
divine war shattered the world, humanity struck a pact with the god Kluehnn: in return for regular
tribute of magical gems, Kluehnn would restore the world to its former glory. But as each land is
transformed, so too are its people changed into strange new forms - if they survive at all. Hakara is
not willing to pay such a price. Desperate to protect herself, and her sister Rasha, she flees her
homeland for the safety of a neighbouring kingdom. But tragedy strikes when they're separated, and
Hakara is forced to abandon Rasha to an unknown fate. Yet when Hakara discovers she can channel
the power of the magical gems, she's invited to join a clandestine plot to destroy the God Pact. To
win Hakara to their cause, the conspirators reveal a startling secret: Rasha is alive - and they can
help rescue her. But only if Hakara goes to war against a god. The Gods Below begins an epic new
fantasy series from Sunday Times bestselling author Andrea Stewart, where two sisters find
themselves on opposite sides of a war against gods 'Impossible to resist - stunning, powerful, and
hypnotic in equal measure. This is an absolute gem, one for the ages' Fanfiaddict 'The Gods Below is
as breathtaking as its magic system promises. Expect old gods, altered beings, magic stones,
fighting, romance, and rollicking good fun. Stewart's newest series cements her as a bright voice in
the fantasy genre' L. R. Lam 'This awe-inspiring trilogy-starter is everything fans of high fantasy
have been looking for. Its characters are compelling, its world is vivid, new, and visceral' Booklist
(starred review) Other books by Andrea Stewart The Drowning Empire series The Bone Shard
Daughter The Bone Shard Emperor The Bone Shard War
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