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Slavery in Sumerian Society: Understanding an Ancient Institution

Slavery in Sumerian society was a complex and integral part of the civilization that
flourished in Mesopotamia around 4500 to 1900 BCE. Often viewed through the lens of
modern values, the practice may seem harsh, but in the context of Sumer’s social,
economic, and legal frameworks, slavery served distinct purposes that helped shape early
urban life. To truly appreciate the nuances of slavery in Sumerian society, it's essential to
explore its origins, characteristics, legal status, and the roles enslaved individuals played
within this ancient culture.

The Origins and Nature of Slavery in Sumer

Slavery in Sumerian society was not a monolithic institution; rather, it evolved from various
circumstances such as war, debt, and birth. Unlike the chattel slavery common in later
periods, Sumerian slavery often involved people who had fallen into servitude due to
economic hardship or were prisoners of war.

How People Became Slaves

Several pathways led to enslavement in Sumer:

- **War Captives:** Conquered peoples and prisoners of war were commonly enslaved,
serving as laborers or domestic servants.

- **Debt Slavery:** Individuals who could not repay their debts sometimes sold themselves
or their family members into temporary servitude.

- *Punishment for Crime:** Certain crimes could result in enslavement as part of legal
penalty.

- **Birth:** Children born to slaves were often considered slaves themselves, although this
varied.

This variety meant that the status of slaves in Sumer was more fluid than in later societies,
with some slaves able to regain freedom or own property under certain conditions.

Slavery in Sumerian Society Was Regulated by
Laws

One of the most fascinating aspects of slavery in Sumer is how it was codified in legal texts,
such as the Code of Ur-Nammu and later the famous Code of Hammurabi. These laws
provided a framework for the treatment, rights, and duties of slaves, reflecting a society
that both accepted and regulated slavery.



Legal Rights and Protections

Although slaves were considered property, Sumerian laws afforded them some protections:

- **Right to Own Property:** In some cases, slaves could own property or even buy their
freedom.

- *¥Limits on Abuse:** Excessive cruelty by owners could sometimes be punished.

- ¥*Contracts and Transactions:** Slaves could be bought, sold, or even used as collateral in
loans, but these transactions were legally recorded to prevent disputes.

This legal structure indicates that slavery in Sumerian society was a formalized institution
with clear rules, unlike the more arbitrary forms of bondage seen elsewhere.

The Economic Role of Slavery in Sumer

Slavery in Sumerian society was deeply tied to the economy. The rapid urbanization and
agricultural expansion of Sumer required a steady labor force, and slaves filled many
essential roles.

Types of Labor Performed by Slaves

Slaves in Sumer were employed in various sectors:

- **Agricultural Work:** Slaves worked in fields, irrigating canals, planting, and harvesting
crops.

- **Domestic Service:** Many slaves served in households performing cooking, cleaning,
and childcare.

- ¥*Craftsmanship and Industry:** Some slaves worked in workshops producing pottery,
textiles, and metal goods.

- **Temple Service:** Temples, which were major landowners, used slave labor for both
maintenance and religious duties.

The reliance on slave labor allowed Sumerian elites to maintain large estates and temples,
facilitating the growth of complex urban centers.

Slavery and Social Hierarchy

While slaves occupied the lower rungs of society, their existence was intertwined with the
social order. Freedom was a highly valued status, and owning slaves was often a symbol of
wealth and power. Nevertheless, some slaves could improve their conditions over time,
sometimes integrating into free society through manumission or economic success.



Daily Life and Treatment of Slaves

Understanding the everyday experiences of slaves helps paint a clearer picture of their
lives beyond mere ownership.

Living Conditions and Family Life

Slaves lived under diverse conditions depending on their roles and owners:

- Urban slaves might live within their master’s household, sharing in some social life.

- Agricultural slaves often lived in communal housing near the fields.

- Family bonds among slaves were sometimes recognized; children born to slaves generally
inherited the same status.

Owners could separate families through sales, but there were also instances of slaves
maintaining family ties and even raising children as free individuals.

Treatment and Social Perception

Treatment varied widely—from relatively humane conditions for skilled or domestic slaves
to harsh labor for field workers. Despite their status, slaves were part of daily social
interactions and could sometimes earn privileges or gain favor.

Paths to Freedom and Manumission

Slavery in Sumerian society was not always permanent. Manumission, or the freeing of
slaves, was a recognized practice that allowed some individuals to regain their liberty.

How Slaves Could Gain Freedom

- **Purchase of Freedom:** Slaves could save or be granted funds to buy their own
freedom.

- ¥*Royal Decrees:** Kings occasionally issued amnesties freeing slaves.

- ¥*Service and Loyalty:** Long-term service or favorable relationships with owners
sometimes resulted in manumission.

Once freed, former slaves often had limited rights but could sometimes integrate into free
society, marry, and own property.



The Legacy of Slavery in Ancient Sumer

Slavery in Sumerian society was foundational to the development of early Mesopotamian
culture and governance. It influenced economic structures, legal systems, and social
hierarchies that echoed through subsequent civilizations.

Understanding this ancient institution sheds light on the complexities of human societies,
showing how slavery was not only about domination but also about survival, economy, and
law in one of the world’s first cities. While the concept of slavery is rightly viewed critically
today, acknowledging its historical context helps us understand the roots of social
organization and human rights development.

Exploring the role of slavery in ancient Sumer also invites reflection on how societies evolve
and how institutions that were once considered normal can be transformed over time. The
study of Sumer’s past continues to offer valuable lessons about justice, humanity, and the
continuous quest for freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did slavery play in Sumerian society?

Slavery in Sumerian society was an integral part of the social and economic structure,
where slaves were used for labor in agriculture, construction, and household tasks.

How were slaves acquired in Sumerian society?

Slaves in Sumerian society were often acquired through warfare, debt bondage, or as
punishment for crimes, and sometimes through trade or as gifts.

What rights or protections did slaves have in Sumerian
society?
While slaves in Sumerian society had limited rights, some legal protections existed, such as

the ability to own property, marry free individuals, and sometimes earn or be granted
freedom.

Were all slaves in Sumerian society treated the same
way?
No, treatment of slaves in Sumerian society varied depending on their roles, owners, and

social context; domestic slaves often had better conditions compared to those working in
harsher environments like fields or mines.



How did slavery impact the economy of Sumerian city-
states?

Slavery was crucial to the Sumerian economy, providing labor for large-scale agricultural
production, temple construction, and other state projects, thereby supporting urban
development and wealth accumulation.

Additional Resources

**Understanding Slavery in Sumerian Society: An Analytical Overview**

Slavery in Sumerian society was a complex and multifaceted institution, integral to the
economic, social, and legal frameworks of one of the world’s earliest civilizations. The
Sumerians, who flourished in Mesopotamia around 4500 to 1900 BCE, developed one of the
first urban societies, complete with codified laws and social hierarchies. Within this context,
slavery was not merely a matter of forced labor but a nuanced system reflecting the
dynamics of war, debt, and social stratification.

The Nature of Slavery in Sumerian Civilization

Slavery in Sumerian society was distinguished by its diversity in origin, status, and function.
Unlike the absolute chattel slavery known in later periods, Sumerian slaves could
sometimes own property, marry, and even buy their freedom. The institution was
embedded in the broader economic system, serving both agricultural and domestic needs,
and was regulated by early legal codes such as the Code of Ur-Nammu.

The Sumerians obtained slaves through various means: prisoners of war, debt bondage,
punishment for crimes, or as a consequence of poverty. This diversity meant that slavery
was not a monolithic experience but varied depending on an individual’s background and
circumstances. Slaves in Sumerian society were often integrated into households or temple
complexes, performing tasks ranging from agricultural labor to administrative duties.

Economic and Social Roles of Slaves

Slavery in Sumerian society was instrumental in sustaining the economic vitality of city-
states like Ur, Uruk, and Lagash. The labor-intensive tasks of irrigation, farming, and
construction heavily relied on slave labor. Temples and palaces, the economic hubs of
Sumerian cities, were significant slave owners, utilizing enslaved people to maintain
infrastructure and perform craftwork.

Socially, slaves occupied a distinct but sometimes flexible position. Some slaves were
treated as dependents or members of the household, while others faced harsh conditions
and limited rights. The social stratification of Sumerian society included the “lu” (free men),
“arad” (dependent laborers or slaves), and “gur” (serfs or bonded workers), highlighting a
gradation rather than a strict binary of free versus enslaved.



Legal Framework Governing Slavery

One of the most revealing aspects of slavery in Sumerian society was its codification in
early legal documents. The Code of Ur-Nammu, dating back to around 2100-2050 BCE,
provides insight into the legal protections and regulations concerning slaves. For example,
the code specified penalties for the mistreatment or killing of slaves, indicating that slaves
had recognized legal status, albeit limited.

Furthermore, the laws acknowledged the possibility of slaves buying their freedom or being
freed by their owners, a practice that suggests a degree of fluidity in social status. Debt
slavery, or “mukkinu,” was a common practice where individuals unable to repay debts
could become slaves temporarily, with the expectation of eventual release.

Origins and Causes of Slavery in Sumer

Slavery in Sumerian society was rooted in several key factors that reflected the economic
and political realities of the time. One primary source of slaves was warfare. Conquests and
raids often resulted in the capture of prisoners who were then enslaved. This practice not
only provided labor but also served as a tool of domination over defeated peoples.

Another significant cause was debt bondage. The agrarian economy of Sumer was
susceptible to crop failures and economic fluctuations, leading many to fall into debt.
Unable to repay loans, these individuals or their family members could be compelled into
servitude. This form of slavery was somewhat distinct from chattel slavery, as it was often
temporary and tied to economic circumstances.

Comparison with Other Ancient Slavery Systems

When compared with slavery in neighboring civilizations such as ancient Egypt or later
Babylonian society, Sumerian slavery demonstrated both similarities and unique traits. Like
Egypt, Sumerian slaves could sometimes attain social mobility, and their roles included
both menial and skilled labor. However, Sumer’s legal codes were among the earliest to
explicitly regulate slave treatment and rights, predating the more famous Code of
Hammurabi.

Unlike the rigid caste-like slavery in classical antiquity, Sumerian slavery allowed for a
degree of legal redress and personal agency. This early legal recognition differentiated it
from the more dehumanizing forms of slavery that would emerge later in history.

Social Implications and Ethical Dimensions

The institution of slavery in Sumerian society was not without its ethical complexities and
social consequences. While it facilitated economic development and urban growth, it also
entrenched social inequalities and limited individual freedoms. The fact that slavery was



often a result of war or debt underscores the vulnerability of marginalized populations in
Sumerian cities.

From a modern perspective, analyzing slavery in this ancient context invites nuanced
considerations. The system was embedded in broader social contracts and economic
imperatives, making it both a product and a perpetuator of social hierarchy. The presence
of legal protections for slaves, however limited, suggests an early recognition of human
dignity within the constraints of the time.

Slavery and Gender in Sumerian Society

Gender played a significant role in the experience of slavery in Sumer. Women slaves were
often employed in domestic roles, including childcare, weaving, and food preparation. Some
texts indicate that female slaves could be used in religious rituals or as concubines,
reflecting the intersection of slavery with gendered power dynamics.

Male slaves, on the other hand, were more frequently engaged in agricultural labor,
construction, or serving in temple administrations. The differentiation in roles not only
reflects the gender norms of the time but also highlights how slavery intersected with social
expectations and economic needs.

Legacy of Slavery in Sumerian Civilization

Slavery in Sumerian society was foundational to the development of one of humanity’s
earliest urban cultures. It contributed to the accumulation of wealth, the expansion of cities,
and the establishment of legal traditions that influenced subsequent civilizations. The
codification of slavery laws set precedents in legal history and social organization.

However, the legacy of Sumerian slavery also serves as a reminder of the enduring
challenges posed by systems of forced labor. Its study provides critical insights into how
ancient societies balanced economic demands with social order, and how the institution of
slavery evolved over millennia.

In understanding slavery in Sumerian society, modern scholars gain a window into the
complexities of early human civilization, where freedom and servitude coexisted within
emerging social contracts and legal frameworks. This historical lens enriches contemporary
discourse on human rights, social justice, and the economic underpinnings of inequality.
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slavery in sumerian society was: The Sumerians Samuel Noah Kramer, 2010-09-17 “A
readable and up-to-date introduction to a most fascinating culture” from a world-renowned
Sumerian scholar (American Journal of Archaeology). The Sumerians, the pragmatic and gifted
people who preceded the Semites in the land first known as Sumer and later as Babylonia, created
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what was probably the first high civilization in the history of man, spanning the fifth to the second
millenniums B.C. This book is an unparalleled compendium of what is known about them. Professor
Kramer communicates his enthusiasm for his subject as he outlines the history of the Sumerian
civilization and describes their cities, religion, literature, education, scientific achievements, social
structure, and psychology. Finally, he considers the legacy of Sumer to the ancient and modern
world. “An uncontested authority on the civilization of Sumer, Professor Kramer writes with grace
and urbanity.” —Library Journal

slavery in sumerian society was: The Sumerians Leonard Woolley, 1965 Describes the
civilization of the Sumerians, who inhabited the land which today is Iraq, in the beginning of the
fourth millennium B.C.

slavery in sumerian society was: Empires of Ancient Mesopotamia Barbara A. Somervill,
2010 Discusses the people, land, culture, religion, and legacy of ancient Mesopotamia, which is now
known as the country of Iraq.

slavery in sumerian society was: Sumerian Innovations Amelia Khatri, Al, 2025-03-29
Sumerian Innovations explores the groundbreaking achievements of Sumerian civilization in
Mesopotamia, revealing its profound impact on world history. This book examines how the
Sumerians, flourishing over 5,000 years ago, developed innovations that laid the foundation for
many aspects of modern society. They were pioneers in writing, exemplified by cuneiform, and
codified law, as seen in the Code of Ur-Nammu. Their advanced irrigation systems transformed
agriculture, supporting population growth and urbanization. The book begins by setting the stage,
describing Sumerian society, their language, and the geographical context of Mesopotamia. Each
chapter then delves into specific areas of innovation, such as the evolution of cuneiform writing, the
development of early legal systems, and the construction of impressive ziggurats. It emphasizes the
interconnectedness of these innovations, demonstrating how developments in writing facilitated
legal codification and how agricultural surpluses supported urban growth. Drawing from
archaeological excavations, translations of ancient artifacts, and interdisciplinary approaches,
Sumerian Innovations offers a clear and comprehensive overview of Sumerian achievements. It
showcases how these innovations spread beyond Sumer, influencing subsequent civilizations and
continuing to resonate today, making it a valuable resource for anyone interested in understanding
the roots of our modern world.

slavery in sumerian society was: Women, Crime and Punishment in Ancient Law and Society
Elisabeth Meier Tetlow, 2004-12-28 Crime and punishment, criminal law and its administration, are
areas of ancient history that have been explored less than many other aspects of ancient
civilizations. Throughout history women have been affected by crime both as victims and as
offenders. Yet, in the ancient world customary laws were created by men, formal laws were written
by men, and both were interpreted and enforced by men.

slavery in sumerian society was: History of The Ancient World: 1000 Amazing Fun Facts
About Ancient Worlds of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Persia, Levant and Anatolia Andrea Febrian, Ever
wondered what secrets lie hidden beneath the sands of Egypt, within the crumbling ziggurats of
Mesopotamia, or along the sun-drenched shores of the Levant? Now, you can embark on an epic
journey through time with History of The Ancient World: 1000 Amazing Fun Facts About Ancient
Worlds of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Persia, Levant and Anatolia - a captivating treasure trove of
bite-sized insights into the world's earliest civilizations! Prepare to be amazed by 1000 mind-blowing
nuggets of Ancient World Facts that bring these incredible societies to life. Whether you're a
seasoned history buff or just beginning to explore the wonders of the past, this History Book is your
passport to a world teeming with pharaohs, emperors, and revolutionary thinkers. Did you know that
Sumerians invented the wheel? Or that Sumerians also invented the brick? Explore these and other
Fun History Facts within these ancient civilizations! Delve into the heart of Ancient Egypt, where
pharaohs ruled as gods, pyramids pierced the sky, and hieroglyphs whispered tales of life and death.
Journey through the fertile lands of Ancient Mesopotamia, the birthplace of writing and the cradle of
civilization, where empires rose and fell along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Discover the splendor



of Ancient Persia, a vast empire known for its tolerance, its magnificent palaces, and the wisdom of
Zoroaster. Unearth the secrets of the Ancient Levant, a crossroads of cultures where Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam first took root. And traverse the rugged landscapes of Ancient Anatolia, the
land of Hittites, Trojans, and a melting pot of East-meets-West. This History Book is more than just a
collection of dates and names; it's a vibrant tapestry woven with fascinating details about: The
awe-inspiring architecture of Ancient Civilizations, from the ziggurats of Mesopotamia to the
pyramids of Egypt. The lives of ordinary people, their customs, their beliefs, and their daily
struggles. The mighty Ancient Empires that shaped the course of history, from the Akkadians to the
Persians. The groundbreaking inventions and discoveries that transformed the Ancient World,
including writing, the wheel, and the calendar. The complex religious and philosophical systems that
guided Ancient Cultures Amazing Historical Trivia that will impress your friends and family From
the Nile to the Euphrates, from the Mediterranean to the Anatolian plateau, this History Book will
transport you to a world of unparalleled wonder and intrigue. Unlock the mysteries of these lost
worlds and discover the Ancient History that shaped our own. This book is your ultimate guide to
quick, engaging, and mind-expanding knowledge. Perfect for: History enthusiasts of all ages
Students looking for engaging supplementary material Anyone who loves learning new and amazing
things A great gift for the curious mind Prepare to have your understanding of the past transformed!
Uncover the wonders, the wisdom, and the wars that forged the Ancient World. Get your copy today
and embark on an unforgettable adventure through time!

slavery in sumerian society was: Origins of Inequality in Human Societies Bernd Baldus,
2016-07-28 Since the beginning of social life human societies have faced the problem how to
distribute the results of collaborative activities among the participants. The solutions they found
ranged from egalitarian to unequal but caused more dissension and conflict than just about any
other social structure in human history. Social inequality also dominated the agenda of the new field
of sociology in the 19th century. The theories developed during that time still inform academic and
public debates, and inequality continues to be the subject of much current controversy. Origins of
Inequality begins with a critical assessment of classical explanations of inequality in the social
sciences and the political and economic environment in which they arose. The book then offers a
new theory of the evolution of distributive structures in human societies. It examines the interaction
of chance, intent and unforeseen consequences in the emergence of social inequality, traces its
irregular historical path in different societies, and analyses processes of social control which
consolidated inequality even when it was costly or harmful for most participants. Because the
evolution of distributive structures is an open process, the book also explores issues of distributive
justice and options for greater equality in modern societies. Along with its focus on social inequality
the book covers topics in cultural evolution, social and economic history and social theory. This book
will appeal to scholars and advanced students of sociology, economics and anthropology - in
particular sociological theory and social inequality.

slavery in sumerian society was: Possessed by the Right Hand Bernard K. Freamon,
2019-05-20 In Possessed by the Right Hand, the first comprehensive legal history of slavery in Islam
ever offered to readers, Bernard K. Freamon, an African-American Muslim law professor, provides a
penetrating analysis of the problems of slavery and slave-trading in Islamic history. After examining
the issues from pre-Islamic times through to the nineteenth century, Professor Freamon considers
the impact of Western abolitionism, arguing that such efforts have been a failure, with the notion of
abolition becoming nothing more than a cruel illusion. He closes this ground-breaking account with
an examination of the slaving ideologies and actions of ISIS and Boko Haram, asserting that Muslims
now have an important and urgent responsibility to achieve true abolition under the aegis of Islamic
law. See Bernard Freamon live at Rutgers Law School (October 8, 2019). Listen to Possessed by the
Right Hand: An Interview with Prof. Bernard Freamon from Network ReOrient on Anchor

slavery in sumerian society was: Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture William H.
Stiebing Jr., Susan N. Helft, 2017-09-07 Organized by the periods, kingdoms, and empires generally
used in ancient Near Eastern political history, Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture interlaces




social and cultural history with a political narrative. Charts, figures, maps, and historical documents
introduce the reader to the material world of the ancient Near East, including Egypt. The emphasis
on historical debates and areas of uncertainty helps students understand how historians use
evidence to create interpretations and that several different interpretations of history are possible.
New features in this edition include: Reorganization of the chapters on the early periods, with
discussions incorporating the latest archaeological finds. New Debating the Evidence sections
discussing current controversial issues in Near Eastern history. These sections make it easy for
students and teachers to find and use the portions of the text devoted to scholarly arguments about
various aspects of ancient Near Eastern history. A new chapter, Ancient Israel and Judah, has been
added to cover more completely the crucial issues of ancient Israelite history and religion. More
emphasis has been placed on the role and contributions of women in the ancient Near East. The
most important change is the addition of co-author Susan N. Helft, a specialist in the art and
archaeology of the ancient Near East, who has applied her considerable knowledge, insight,
research, and editing skills throughout the book. This new edition of Ancient Near Eastern History
and Culture will remain a crucial text for students beginning to learn about the fascinating
civilizations of the Near East.

slavery in sumerian society was: The Making of the West, Combined Volume Lynn Hunt,
2012-01-04 Students of Western civilization need more than facts. They need to understand the
cross-cultural, global exchanges that shaped Western history; to be able to draw connections
between the social, cultural, political, economic, and intellectual happenings in a given era; and to
see the West not as a fixed region, but a living, evolving construct. These needs have long been
central to The Making of the West. The book’s chronological narrative emphasizes the wide variety
of peoples and cultures that created Western civilization and places them together in a common
context, enabling students to witness the unfolding of Western history, understand change over
time, and recognize fundamental relationships. Read the preface.

slavery in sumerian society was: The Sumerians Leonard Woolley, 1929 In this book Professor
Woolley, one of the world's foremost archaeologists, shows quite clearly that when Egyptian
civilization began the civilization of the Sumerians had already flourished for at least 2,000 years.
The idea that Egypt was the earliest civilization has been entirely exploded. The Sumerians had
reached a very high level of culture by 3500 B.C.E., and may be said with some justice to be the
forerunners of all the Old World civilizations of Egypt, Assyria, Asia Minor, Crete, and Greece. This
book will appeal to everyone interested in the early history of humankind.

slavery in sumerian society was: World History-Teacher James Stobaugh, 2012-03 This
convenient teacher's guide is all a parent or teacher needs to easily grade the 12th grade student
assignments for World History: Observations & Assessments from Creation to Today. Assignments
with answers, learning objectives, grading criteria, and short essay questions are included. This
course is designed for a student to practice independent learning. The guide will assist teachers by
offering: 34 chapters for 34 weeks of study Chapters include 5 lessons taking approximately 30
minutes each The final lesson of the week is an exam covering the week's instruction Student
questions are organized in the back for easy use in testing and review Teachers, parents, or students
can grade assignments daily or weekly As the teacher, you will enjoy partnering with your student as
he or she processes world history while developing or strengthening a Christian world view.

slavery in sumerian society was: Journey through the Ages M B Nair, 2019-06-06 Journey
Through the Ages is a book that attempts to trace the history of human beings from their origin to
the present. It highlights the important stages they passed through in their evolution—biological,
political and socio-economic—and, based on the understanding of their past, visualises what the
future portends for them. The book includes the observations and opinions of great thinkers like
Charles Darwin, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, who exercised a profound influence on our
thinking. In the process of collating this information, the author has amalgamated historical
evidence with philosophical theories to make the analysis meaningful. The book discusses early
civilisations, the influence of organised religions on our society and more. It also highlights the



relentless efforts of human beings to establish a social order, which ensured liberty and equality for
all. Journey Through the Ages concludes with the hope that society will rectify its shortcomings and
move nearer to the desired goal in the next stage of the social evolution.

slavery in sumerian society was: Journal of the Society of Oriental Research Society of
Oriental Research, Chicago, 1921

slavery in sumerian society was: Chronology of World Slavery Junius P. Rodriguez,
1999-06-15 Ancient, yet modern: that is the sobering truth of slavery. Author Junius P. Rodriguez
describes slavery as a dark mirror reflecting man's inhumanity to man. The Chronology of World
Slavery traces the course of events, both great and small, that have defined the meaning of slavery
throughout history. Unprecedented in scope and approach, the Chronology features: -- Seven
separate chronologies covering major world regions and eras -- 128 sidebars, each with its own
bibliography, written by 44 eminent scholars -- 80 primary source documents from diverse time
periods -- 120 black-and-white illustrations and 5 maps -- Preface, introduction, and general index
Chronology of World Slavery is the ideal companion to The Historical Encyclopedia of World Slavery
and shares that publication's distinguished editorial board. Together, these works span all world
cultures and time periods to examine humankind's most perplexing -- and persistent -- historical
issue.

slavery in sumerian society was: Taming the Sharks Christopher L. Peterson, 2004 Taming
the Sharks: Towards a Cure for the High Cost Credit Market chronicles the historic, economic. legal,
and political factors breeding America's feverish high cost debt industry. The ideas presented are
novel, progressive, and controversial. Historians have long argued that interest rates provide a sort
of economic and political health of nations. If true, the contemporary American market for credit
shows troubling signs of distress. While Federal Reserve Board monetary policy has kept commercial
and prime consumer interest rates low, the past two decades have seen explosive growth in an
industry specializing in high-cost consumer debt. Payday loan outlet chains, automobile title loan
companies, rent-to-own furniture stores, pawnshops, and sub-prime and manufactured home
mortgage lenders are transforming the personal finance patterns of millions of Americans. Many
observers have complained this industry charges excessive prices, uses unfair business practices,
and is generally causing more harm for its borrowers than good. Industry insiders retort they are
merely responding to a legitimate demand for financial services that, in effect, consumers vote with
their feet. Echoing problems of past centuries, today's consumers face difficulty comparing credit
prices, patterns of reckless lending and borrowing, as well as distressing economic externalities.
With an idea on the future, Peterson's book hopes to find ingredients of a compromise to protect
working-poor borrowers while simultaneously preserving economic competition.

slavery in sumerian society was: A Comparative Study of Six City-state Cultures Mogens
Herman Hansen, 2002

slavery in sumerian society was: A Gendered Past Elisabeth A. Bacus, 1993-01-01 This
annotated bibliography reviews contributions from a wide variety of theoretical orientations, many
from geographical or temporal contexts.

slavery in sumerian society was: The Creation of Inequality Kent Flannery, Joyce Marcus,
2012-05-15 Flannery and Marcus demonstrate that the rise of inequality was not simply the result of
population increase, food surplus, or the accumulation of valuables but resulted from conscious
manipulation of the unique social logic that lies at the core of every human group. Reversing the
social logic can reverse inequality, they argue, without violence.

slavery in sumerian society was: Turning Points Ii' 2007 Ed. ,
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