questions children ask about god

**Questions Children Ask About God: Understanding Their Curiosity and Faith**

questions children ask about god often emerge as some of the most profound and heartfelt inquiries adults
encounter. From a young age, children begin to explore the world not only through what they see and
touch but also through the invisible and the spiritual. Their curiosity about God, spirituality, and existence
invites caregivers, teachers, and parents to respond with patience, insight, and sensitivity. Exploring these
questions offers a unique window into a child’s developing worldview and can deepen our own

understanding of faith and belief.

Why Do Children Ask Questions About God?

Children’s questions about God often stem from their natural desire to make sense of the world around
them. They notice patterns, experience emotions, and witness events that prompt deeper reflection.
Questions about God help them grapple with concepts like life, death, purpose, morality, and love.
Additionally, children are influenced by family traditions, stories, and cultural teachings, which can spark

curiosity or confusion.

Young minds are concrete but increasingly capable of abstract thinking. This evolving cognitive ability
means their questions can range widely—from “Where is God?” to “Why did God make me?” By asking

these questions, children seek reassurance, understanding, and connection.

Common Questions Children Ask About God

Some of the most frequently heard questions include:

- Who is God?

- Where is God?

- Why can’t I see God?

- Does God love me?

- Why do bad things happen if God is good?
- How did God make the world?

- Can God hear my prayers?

- Is God real or just a story?

These questions reflect a child’s attempt to reconcile the mysteries of life with their own experiences and

emotions. They often reveal a yearning for comfort and clarity about the unseen forces they sense.



How to Respond When Children Ask About God

Answering children’s spiritual questions requires both honesty and sensitivity. It’s important to create an
open environment where children feel safe expressing their thoughts without fear of judgment or

dismissal.

Be Honest but Age-Appropriate

Young children benefit from simple, clear explanations. For example, if a child asks, “Where is God?” you
might say, “Many people believe God is everywhere because God loves and cares for everyone.” As
children grow older, you can introduce more complex ideas and encourage them to explore their own

beliefs.

Encourage Exploration

Instead of providing all the answers, invite children to think and wonder with you. Ask questions like,
“What do you think God might be like?” or “How do you feel when you pray or think about God?” This

approach empowers children to develop personal faith and understanding.

Use Stories and Analogies

Children connect well with stories and metaphors. Religious texts, parables, or simple analogies (like
comparing God’s love to the sun’s warmth) can make abstract concepts relatable. Stories from different faith

traditions can also broaden their perspective.

Exploring Complex Topics: When Children Question Good and
Evil

One of the most challenging areas children probe is the existence of suffering and evil in a world created
by a good God. Questions like “Why do bad things happen if God loves us?” can be difficult to answer but
are important to address thoughtfully.



Validate Their Feelings

Children’s questions often come from personal experiences with hurt or loss. Acknowledge their feelings

and reassure them that it’s okay to feel confused or upset.

Offer Age-Appropriate Explanations

You might explain that while God loves everyone, sometimes people make choices that cause pain. Or that
the world has challenges that even adults find hard to understand. Emphasizing concepts like free will,

compassion, and hope can help children navigate these tough topics.

Encouraging Spiritual Growth Through Questions

Questions children ask about God are not just inquiries; they are invitations to spiritual growth—for both
the child and the adult. Embracing these questions can nurture a lifelong journey of faith and

understanding.

Creating Rituals and Practices

Incorporating simple spiritual practices such as prayer, meditation, or gratitude rituals can help children
feel connected to God in personal ways. These practices provide a framework for their questions and help

cultivate a sense of peace and belonging.

Reading Together

Books geared toward children’s spirituality or religious education can be invaluable resources. They often

address common questions in accessible language and beautiful illustrations, making abstract ideas tangible.

Modeling Openness

Showing children that it’s okay to ask questions, doubt, and seek answers demonstrates healthy spiritual

curiosity. Sharing your own questions and faith journey encourages honesty and trust.



The Role of Culture and Family in Shaping Children’s Questions

A child’s cultural and familial background greatly influences the kinds of questions they ask about God.
Different religions and traditions provide varied narratives and explanations, which shape how children

perceive divinity and spirituality.

Families that encourage open dialogue about beliefs tend to raise children who feel comfortable exploring
and expressing their spirituality. Conversely, in environments where questions are discouraged or met

with rigid answers, children might suppress their curiosity or struggle with faith later on.

Respecting Diverse Perspectives

Encouraging children to learn about different faiths and beliefs can expand their understanding of God and

spirituality. This openness fosters empathy and respect for others, enriching their spiritual development.

How Children’s Questions About God Reflect Their Development

The nature of questions children ask about God often mirrors their cognitive and emotional growth stages.

For example:

- ¥Toddlers and Preschoolers** may ask simple, concrete questions like “Who made God?” or “Is God my
friend?”

- ¥Early Elementary Age** children start to wonder about God’s presence and actions in the world, asking
“Why do people pray?” or “Can God see me?”

- ¥Qlder Children and Preteens** often grapple with abstract concepts like justice, purpose, and the

meaning of life, posing questions such as “Why does God allow suffering?” or “What happens after we die?”

Understanding these developmental stages helps adults tailor their responses appropriately.

Why It’s Important to Nurture These Questions

Encouraging children’s spiritual questions contributes to their emotional and moral development. It helps
them build a foundation for values such as kindness, compassion, and integrity. Engaging with these

questions also supports critical thinking and empathy.

Moreover, addressing children’s curiosity about God can strengthen family bonds and foster a shared sense

of meaning and purpose. It’s an opportunity for adults to revisit and reaffirm their own beliefs while



guiding the next generation.

Children’s questions about God are windows into their souls. They reveal innocence, wonder, and the
timeless human quest for meaning. By listening carefully and responding thoughtfully, adults can support

children in developing a rich, personal spirituality that carries them through life’s many mysteries.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do children ask questions about God?

Children ask questions about God because they are naturally curious about the world around them and seek

to understand concepts related to existence, morality, and spirituality.

How can parents answer children's questions about God?

Parents can answer children's questions about God by listening carefully, providing simple and honest

explanations, and encouraging open conversation that respects the child's curiosity and beliefs.

What are some common questions children ask about God?

Common questions include: "Who is God?', 'Does God love me?', "'Why can't I see God?', and "Where is

God?'. These questions reflect their desire to understand God's nature and presence.

How do children's questions about God change as they grow?

As children grow, their questions about God often become more complex, moving from concrete ideas to

abstract concepts such as why suffering exists or the meaning of faith.

Is it normal for children to question the existence of God?

Yes, it is normal for children to question the existence of God as part of their natural developmental process

of exploring beliefs and forming their own understanding.

How can educators handle children's questions about God in a diverse

classroom?

Educators can handle these questions by fostering an inclusive environment, respecting all religious beliefs,

providing factual information, and encouraging respectful dialogue among students.



‘What role do stories and analogies play in explaining God to children?

Stories and analogies help make complex ideas about God more relatable and understandable for children by

connecting spiritual concepts to familiar experiences.

How can unanswered questions about God affect children?

Unanswered questions about God can lead to confusion or frustration, but they also provide an opportunity

for growth, deeper learning, and the development of personal beliefs when addressed thoughtfully.

Additional Resources

Questions Children Ask About God: Exploring the Curiosities of Young Minds

questions children ask about god often reflect a profound curiosity about existence, spirituality, and the
nature of the divine. These inquiries are not merely innocent probes but represent foundational moments
where children grapple with abstract concepts that shape their worldview. Understanding the types of
questions children ask about God, their underlying motivations, and how adults respond can provide

valuable insights into cognitive and spiritual development during childhood.

The questions posed by children range from simple and concrete to deeply philosophical. They challenge
adults to articulate complex theological ideas in accessible language while navigating diverse cultural,
religious, and familial contexts. Analyzing these questions from a neutral and investigative standpoint

reveals patterns that illuminate how children perceive divinity and the universe around them.

Common Themes in Questions Children Ask About God

Children’s questions about God often cluster around several core themes: existence, attributes, morality, and
the relationship between the divine and the natural world. These themes reflect the multifaceted nature of

childhood curiosity as well as developmental stages in understanding abstract concepts.

Existence and Nature of God

One of the earliest and most persistent questions children ask concerns the very existence of God. Questions
such as "Who made God?" or "Where is God?" indicate a natural curiosity about origin and presence. These
questions echo a child’s emerging understanding of causality and spatial awareness. They seek concrete

answers to abstract ideas, often expecting tangible explanations.

Similarly, inquiries like "Is God everywhere?" or "Can God see me all the time?" reveal children’s attempts



to conceptualize omnipresence and omniscience—key attributes assigned to God in many religious
traditions. These questions show how children try to reconcile spiritual beliefs with their everyday

experiences.

Attributes and Characteristics of God

Children frequently explore the characteristics of God, asking questions such as "Is God happy or sad?" or
"Does God have a body?" These questions demonstrate their efforts to humanize or personalize God, making
the divine more relatable. Children’s tendency to anthropomorphize abstract concepts is a natural

developmental phase that helps them process complex ideas.

In addition, questions about God’s power, such as "Can God make anything happen?" or "Why doesn’t God
stop bad things from happening?" expose children to the problem of evil and divine intervention. These

inquiries indicate early moral reasoning and an awareness of suffering in the world.

Morality and Divine Justice

Moral questions are also prevalent in children’s queries about God. They often ask, "Why does God allow
bad things?" or "How does God know what is right and wrong?" These questions reveal an underlying

search for justice and fairness, tied deeply to their developing sense of ethics.

Children may also wonder about the consequences of behavior in divine terms, asking "Will God forgive
me if I do something wrong?" or "What happens after we die?" These questions reflect their understanding

of morality linked to spiritual accountability and afterlife beliefs.

God and the Natural World

Children’s questions often bridge spirituality and nature, such as "Did God make the stars?" or "How did
God create animals?" These inquiries demonstrate their attempt to integrate religious teachings with
scientific observations. The tension between faith and empirical knowledge is evident as children try to

reconcile creation stories with observable phenomena.

Psychological and Developmental Perspectives

From a developmental psychology standpoint, children’s questions about God can be viewed as markers of

cognitive and emotional growth. Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development suggests that children



move from concrete operational thinking to more abstract reasoning around the age of 7 to 11. During this

transition, their questions about God tend to become more complex and less literal.

Moreover, Erik Erikson’s stages of psychosocial development highlight the importance of identity and
belief formation in childhood and adolescence. Questions about God are part of the broader quest for

meaning and self-understanding, often influenced by familial and cultural contexts.

Role of Environment and Upbringing

The types of questions children ask about God are often shaped by their religious background and the
openness of adult responses. In households where spirituality is discussed openly, children may feel more
comfortable posing challenging questions. Conversely, in environments where religion is treated

dogmatically or with fear, children’s inquiries might be limited or suppressed.
Research indicates that children exposed to diverse religious ideas develop a more nuanced understanding

of God and spirituality. Interfaith exposure can lead to questions that compare beliefs, such as "Do all people

believe in the same God?" or "Why do different people pray differently?"

Educational Implications

Educators and caregivers play a crucial role in addressing questions children ask about God. Providing age-
appropriate, honest, and respectful answers encourages critical thinking and supports spiritual development.

Avoiding dismissive responses fosters trust and intellectual curiosity.
Inclusive educational approaches that acknowledge diverse beliefs while encouraging inquiry help

children navigate their spiritual questions without confusion or fear. This can be particularly important in

pluralistic societies where children encounter multiple religious narratives.

Strategies for Responding to Children’s Questions About God

Adults often face challenges when responding to children’s questions about God, especially when balancing

personal beliefs with the child’s developmental needs. The following strategies can be effective:

¢ Encourage Open Dialogue: Create a safe space where children feel comfortable expressing their

doubts and curiosities without judgment.

¢ Use Simple Language: Tailor explanations to the child’s cognitive level, avoiding overly complex



theological jargon.

¢ Be Honest About Uncertainty: It is acceptable to acknowledge that some questions do not have

definitive answers.

e Incorporate Stories and Analogies: Use religious stories or metaphors to illustrate abstract concepts in

relatable ways.

» Respect Diverse Beliefs: Introduce the idea that different cultures and religions have varied

understandings of God.

These approaches can help children develop a balanced and informed perspective on spirituality.

Impact of Digital Media on Children’s Questions About God

The rise of digital media has transformed how children access information about religion and spirituality.
Online platforms, videos, and interactive apps expose children to a vast array of religious content,

sometimes leading to more diverse and complex questions.

‘While this access can enrich children’s understanding, it also poses challenges related to misinformation and
superficial explanations. Parents and educators must guide children in critically evaluating online content

and encourage thoughtful reflection on what they learn.

Comparing Traditional and Digital Learning

Traditional methods of teaching about God often rely on direct communication within families or religious
institutions. Digital media, by contrast, offers immediate access to multiple perspectives but may lack

personalized guidance.

Balancing these sources requires careful mediation to ensure children develop meaningful and coherent

spiritual understandings rather than fragmented or contradictory ideas.

Questions children ask about God reveal a window into their evolving cognition, emotional growth, and
cultural influences. These inquiries, ranging from the origins of divinity to questions of morality and
existence, challenge adults to engage thoughtfully and respectfully. By understanding the nature of these
questions and responding with openness and sensitivity, caregivers and educators can support children’s

journey toward spiritual awareness and intellectual maturity.



Questions Children Ask About God

questions children ask about god: 101 Questions Children Ask about God David Veerman,
1992 Any caretaker of children will appreciate these concise, thoughtful, easy-to-explain answers to
some of the most important questions children will ever ask.i

questions children ask about god: 103 Questions Children Ask about Right from Wrong
David Veerman, 1995 Helping parents answer tough questions kids have about God, values, and the
Bible, this series of books features real questions asked by children. The answers are written simply
and plainly so young children can understand. Each book includes a cartoon illustrating the
question. A Bible passage and related topics are included for each question and several notes to
parents for many of the questions.

questions children ask about god: 205 Questions Children Ask about God, Heaven and Angels
David R. Veerman, 2003 What does God want us to do? Why did God take Grandpa to heaven? What
is evil? In this wonderful collection for curious little people--part of a series with over 500,000 copies
sold--you will find straightforward, biblically-based answers to over two hundred actual questions
children asked about God and His heavenly kingdom. Amusing illustrations imagine a child's view of
how things might be, and then a concise and loving answer follows, along with a key scripture verse.
This helpful guide for parents can eventually become a reference book for children to call their
own--one that will reinforce the beliefs of their faith as they grow in it.

questions children ask about god: Questions Children Ask about God Wesley T. Runk,
1971-01-01

questions children ask about god: Amazing Questions Kids Ask about God David
Veerman, 2006-01-04 This series arms parents with thoughtful answers to questions kids ask about
God, Heaven, and the Bible. Includes fun illustrations and handy verse references.

questions children ask about god: The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids Will Ask about
Christianity Alex McFarland, 2013-08-01 University apologist, director, and popular speaker Alex
McFarland has spent the last two decades answering questions about Christian worldview and the
Bible from children, teens, and parents. In The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids Will Ask about
Christianity, he summarizes questions today’s children and teens are asking about God, the Bible,
and the problem of evil. Alex’s experiences have taught him that how adults answer questions about
God is as important as, if not more important than, what kids ask. He provides parents with teaching
strategies that will help them reach their children intellectually and spiritually. Today’s kids and
teens are looking for authenticity, integrity, and straightforward truth. Alex comes alongside parents
and gives them tools to effectively answer not only their children’s toughest academic questions but
also the questions that plague their hearts.

questions children ask about god: Amazing Questions Kids Ask about Heaven and
Angels David R. Veerman, 2006-01-04 Kids ask the most amazing questions about God—and they
want answers. Be prepared to handle questions such as, Is there a McDonald's in heaven? What do
angels really look like? Did Eve have a belly button? The Amazing Questions Kids Ask series arms
parents with thoughtful answers to questions kids ask about God, heaven, and the Bible. Written in
kid friendly language, each book contains fun illustrations and handy verse references. A must-have
reference tool for every parent and Sunday school teacher.

questions children ask about god: Questions Children Ask On God And Their Answers M.
Gellman, T. Hartman,

questions children ask about god: Over 200 Questions Children Ask about God and the Bible
, 2000

questions children ask about god: Over 200 Questions Children Ask about God and the
Bible , 1997

questions children ask about god: Questions Children Ask and How to Answer Them Miriam
Stoppard, 2016-07-14 Where did I come from? What happens when you die? What's divorce? From



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-151/questions-children-ask-about-god.pdf

the moment children can formulate questions they begin to bombard their parents with Why? What?
Where and How? Naturally curious they often catch us off guard leaving us unsure of how to answer
their questions with an appropriate response. Fully revised and updated for the digital age, this new
edition of Dr Miriam Stoppard’s essential parenting manual provides age-appropriate answers to a
huge range of challenging questions. Drawing from extensive research in child development and
specifically on what children can handle at each age, Stoppard offers parents a foundation on which
they can build their own answers as their child's understanding expands.

questions children ask about god: 801 Questions Kids Ask about God David R. Veerman,
Lightwave, Livingstone, 2000 Answers questions about the Bible.

questions children ask about god: Questions Kids Ask about God David Helin, 2012-09
Kids love to ask all kinds of questions ... silly ones, tough ones ... sometimes questions we all ponder.
Questions Kids Ask About God is a vibrantly illustrated children's book with lively kid appeal that is
sure to engage young readers and their families.

questions children ask about god: Hey God, I Have a Question! Laverne Hayes Harris,
2018-03-08 As children grow and mature, their natural curiosity develops and questions concerning
the nature of things arise. By far, the most important are questions about God. This book provides
concise, thoughtful , biblically supported answers. Questions such as What do you look like? and
What are Angels are addressed vividly and accurately. This delightful book will be your valuable
resource for instilling faith and understanding of God.

questions children ask about god: 100 Questions Kids Ask with answers from God's Word
Freeman-Smith, 2013-01-01 Key questions every kid asks, or as a parent, questions you hope they'll
ask! These questions and answers will give parents the tools to understand their children and equip
them to answer important queries from their young ones. The book will help to lessen the feeling of
frustration or fear that they won't know what to say at the right time. It will also be a great
read-together devotional for families.

questions children ask about god: The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask (Pre-K through 2nd
Grade) Dr. Susan Bartell, 2010-03-01 Praise for the Top 50 Questions Kids Ask Dr. Susan is highly
gifted at helping parents and kids connect from the heart. This book honors our innate wisdom,
supports us in nurturing our kids' emotional growth and empowers us to be the parents we were
meant to be. —Renee Peterson Trudeau, life balance expert/coach and author of The Mother's Guide
to Self-Renewal: How to Reclaim, Rejuvenate and Re-Balance Your Life The Top 50 Questions Kids
Ask is an insightful guide on the issues and concerns every parent and child faces. It's a must- read
guide that both moms and dads should keep at their bedside. —Allison O'Connor, Founder and
Editor, SingleMindedWomen.com Finally, a book that answers all those questions we parents go in a
cold sweat about! Dr. Susan tackles the tough ones such as money, shyness, siblings and religion.
Plus, we get the psychology behind it all to better understand our kids. You'll find yourself using this
book every day. —Pam Atherton, journalist and host of A Closer Look radio talk show Dr. Susan
Bartell is the go-to person for all questions kids ask. No one is better qualified or more in touch with
this age group to lend her expertise to a book that aids parents in improving communication with
their ever-curious children. —Renee Raab Whitcombe, author of Look Who's Going to be a Big Sister
and Look Who's Going to be a Big Brother Are we rich? Why do I have to go to school? Where do
babies come from? If you're the parent of a four- to eight-year-old, there's no doubt you've heard
them already—and there are countless more to come. Questions! They come in all types: curious,
nagging, touching, annoying, and downright weird. What they all have in common is that parents are
often at a total loss for how to answer them. Inside you'll find the concrete responses that will make
sense to kids, stop the nagging, reduce your frustration, and begin healthy new conversations that
will enrich your child's view of the world. You'll learn to talk confidently with your child about the
toughest of topics, with advice and support from expert family psychologist Dr. Susan Bartell.
Responding to your child's questions can be a remarkable parenting opportunity—if you just know
the right words to say.

questions children ask about god: The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask Susan Bartell, Susan S.



Bartell, 2010 Praise for the Top 50 Questions Kids Ask Dr. Susan is highly gifted at helping parents
and kids connect from the heart. This book honors our innate wisdom, supports us in nurturing our
kids' emotional growth and empowers us to be the parents we were meant to be. --Renee Peterson
Trudeau, life balance expert/coach and author of The Mother's Guide to Self-Renewal: How to
Reclaim, Rejuvenate and Re-Balance Your Life The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask is an insightful guide
on the issues and concerns every parent and child faces. It's a must- read guide that both moms and
dads should keep at their bedside. --Allison O'Connor, Founder and Editor,
SingleMindedWomen.com Finally, a book that answers all those questions we parents go in a cold
sweat about! Dr. Susan tackles the tough ones such as money, shyness, siblings and religion. Plus,
we get the psychology behind it all to better understand our kids. You'll find yourself using this book
every day. --Pam Atherton, journalist and host of A Closer Look radio talk show Dr. Susan Bartell is
the go-to person for all questions kids ask. No one is better qualified or more in touch with this age
group to lend her expertise to a book that aids parents in improving communication with their
ever-curious children. --Renee Raab Whitcombe, author of Look Who's Going to be a Big Sister and
Look Who's Going to be a Big Brother Are we rich? Why do I have to go to school? Where do babies
come from? If you're the parent of a four- to eight-year-old, there's no doubt you've heard them
already--and there are countless more to come. Questions! They come in all types: curious, nagging,
touching, annoying, and downright weird. What they all have in common is that parents are often at
a total loss for how to answer them. Inside you'll find the concrete responses that will make sense to
kids, stop the nagging, reduce your frustration, and begin healthy new conversations that will enrich
your child's view of the world. You'll learn to talk confidently with your child about the toughest of
topics, with advice and support from expert family psychologist Dr. Susan Bartell. Responding to
your child's questions can be a remarkable parenting opportunity--if you just know the right words to
say.

questions children ask about god: The Questions Children Ask Penny Frank, 1994

questions children ask about god: Over 200 Questions Children Ask about Prayer,
Heaven, and Angels , 2000 Don't be caught off guard by interesting challenges presented in the
form of questions asked by your child. Arm yourself before your kids grow up -- or at least before
Sunday school starts.

questions children ask about god: The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask (3rd through 5th Grade)
Dr. Susan Bartell, 2010-03-01 Praise for the Top 50 Questions Kids Ask If you've ever been stumped
by a question your child has asked you, this book will help. Dr. Bartell identifies the 'hot-button'
questions that consistently come up and actually provides the best possible answers to those
questions so parents don't have to come up with them on their own on the spur of the moment
—Elisa Ast All, co-founder, iParenting Media and executive editor, Disney Mom & Family Portfolio
Finally, a book that answers all those questions we parents go in a cold sweat about! Dr. Susan
tackles the tough ones such as money, shyness, siblings and religion. Plus, we get the psychology
behind it all to better understand our kids. You'll find yourself using this book every day. —Pam
Atherton, journalist and host of A Closer Look radio talk show Tremendous, reassuring wisdom in an
easy to access format! —Grace Housholder, editor, Great Fort Wayne (Indiana) Family magazine Bill
Cosby was correct—kids do say the darndest things. They also ask the darndest questions. What a
stroke of brilliance to have captured these questions and then to provide parents with the best way
to respond to each. Dr. Susan Bartell has once again found a way to offer sensible, succinct and
straightforward advice in yet another amazing book. —Sara Dimerman, Psych. Assoc., Child and
Family Therapist, author of Character Is the Key and Am I a Normal Parent? Why can't | stay home
alone? Can I get a cell phone? Who will take care of me if you die? If you're the parent of a seven- to
eleven-year-old, there's no doubt you've heard them already—and there are countless more to come.
Questions! They come in all types: curious, nagging, touching, annoying, and downright weird. What
they all have in common is that parents are often at a total loss for how to answer them. Inside you'll
find the concrete responses that will make sense to kids, stop the nagging, reduce your frustration,
and begin healthy new conversations that will enrich your child's view of the world. You'll learn to



talk confidently with your child about the toughest of topics, with advice and support from expert
family psychologist Dr. Susan Bartell. Responding to your child's questions can be a remarkable
parenting opportunity—if you just know the right words to say. Finally, a book that answers all those
questions we parents go in a cold sweat about! Dr. Susan tackles the tough ones such as money,
shyness, siblings, and religion. Plus, we get the psychology behind it all to better understand our
kids. You'll find yourself using this book every day. —Pam Atherton, journalist and host of A Closer
Look radio talk show
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