MILOVAN DJILAS THE NEW CLASS

MiLovaN DjiLas AND THE New CLass: A CrITICAL EXAMINATION oF COMMUNIST BUREAUCRACY

MILOVAN DJILAS THE NEW CLASS IS A PHRASE THAT RESONATES DEEPLY WITHIN THE STUDY OF COMMUNIST REGIMES AND THEIR
INHERENT CONTRADICTIONS. DJILAS, A PROMINENT YUGOSLAV COMMUNIST LEADER TURNED DISSIDENT, INTRODUCED A
GROUNDBREAKING CONCEPT IN HIS Book * THE New CLASS: AN ANALYSIS ofF THE COMMUNIST SYSTEM® (1957), \WHERE HE
ARGUED THAT A NEW BUREAUCRATIC ELITE HAD EMERGED WITHIN COMMUNIST STATES, EFFECTIVELY REPLACING THE CAPITALIST
CLASS WITH A NOVEL RULING CLASS. THIS INSIGHTFUL ANALYSIS CHALLENGED ORTHODOX MARXIST VIEWS AND PROVIDED A
CRITICAL FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING HOW POWER CONSOLIDATES AND CORRUPTS EVEN WITHIN IDEOLOGICALLY
EGALITARIAN SYSTEMS.

IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE KEY IDEAS BEHIND MiLoVAN DJILAS® THEORY OF THE NEW CLASS, EXPLORE ITS
HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND EXAMINE ITS ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE IN POLITICAL THEORY AND THE STUDY OF AUTHORITARIANISM.
W/HETHER YOU’RE A STUDENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, HISTORY, OR SIMPLY CURIOUS ABOUT THE DYNAMICS OF POWER IN
COMMUNIST SOCIETIES, THIS EXPLORATION OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO WHY DJILAS® WORK REMAINS RELEVANT TODAY.

WHo W AS MiLovAN DjiLAS?

BEFORE UNPACKING THE THEORY OF THE NEW CLASS, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE MAN BEHIND IT. MILOVAN DJiLAS
WAS A YUGOSLAV POLITICIAN, WRITER, AND REVOLUTIONARY WHO ROSE THROUGH THE RANKS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
DURING AND AFTER WORLD W AR Il. INITIALLY A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF JosIP BRoz TiTo, DJILAS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN
THE PARTISAN RESISTANCE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SOCIALIST YUGOSLAVIA.

HO\X/EVER, DJILAS SOON BECAME DISILLUSIONED WITH THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMUNIST REGIME. UNLIKE MANY PARTY MEMBERS
WHO REMAINED LOYAL, HE BEGAN TO CRITIQUE THE INCREASING CENTRALIZATION OF POWER AND THE EMERGENCE OF A PRIVILEGED
BUREAUCRATIC ELITE. HIS DISSENT ULTIMATELY LED TO HIS IMPRISONMENT AND MARGINALIZATION, BUT HIS WRITINGS CONTINUED
TO INSPIRE DEBATES ABOUT THE NATURE OF POWER AND CLASS IN SOCIALIST STATES.

UNDERSTANDING “THE NEwW CLASS” CONCEPT

AT THE HEART OF DJILAS’ CRITIQUE LIES THE IDEA THAT COMMUNISM DID NOT ABOLISH CLASS DISTINCTIONS BUT RATHER
REPLACED THE TRADITIONAL BOURGEOISIE WITH A NEW RULING GROUP: THE BUREAUCRATIC ELITE.

THe EMERGENCE oF THE NEw CLASS

ACCORDING TO DJILAS, THE NEW CLASS CONSISTS OF PARTY OFFICIALS, GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRATS, AND MILITARY LEADERS
WHO CONTROL THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION AND THE STATE APPARATUS. UNLIKE THE CAPITALIST CLASS THAT OWNED
PROPERTY PRIVATELY, THIS NEW CLASS EXERCISES POWER THROUGH ITS MONOPOLY OVER POLITICAL AUTHORITY AND
ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL.

DJILAS ARGUED THAT THIS GROUP ENJOYS PRIVILEGES, SPECIAL ACCESS TO RESOURCES, AND A HIGHER STANDARD OF LIVING,
CREATING A DE FACTO CLASS HIERARCHY WITHIN OSTENSIBLY CLASSLESS SOCIETIES. THIS PHENOMENON UNDERMINES THE

COMMUNIST IDEAL OF EQUALITY AND GENERATES A SYSTEM THAT, IN MANY WAYS, MIRRORS THE INEQUALITIES FOUND IN
CAPITALIST SOCIETIES.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE New CLASS

DJILAS IDENTIFIED SEVERAL DEFINING FEATURES OF THE NEW CLASS, INCLUDING:



- ¥**MoNOPOLY OVER POWER**: THE NEW CLASS CONTROLS GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS, DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES, AND
THE DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES.

- **PRIVILEGED LIFESTYLE**: MEMBERS ENJOY BENEFITS UNAVAILABLE TO ORDINARY CITIZENS, SUCH AS BETTER HOUSING,
ACCESS TO SCARCE GOODS, AND POLITICAL IMMUNITY.

- ¥¥|_ACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY**: THE BUREAUCRATIC ELITE OFTEN OPERATES WITHOUT CHECKS OR BALANCES, LEADING TO
CORRUPTION AND ABUSE OF POWER.

- **|DEOLOGICALJUSTIFICATION**Z THE NEW CLASS MAINTAINS ITS POSITION BY PROMOTING COMMUNIST IDEOLOGY, OFTEN
USING PROPAGANDA TO LEGITIMIZE ITS AUTHORITY.

THE HisToricAL CONTEXT OF DJILAS> W ORK

DJiLas WROTE * THe New CLASS™ DURING THE HEIGHT oF THE CoLD W AR WHEN COMMUNIST REGIMES ACROSS EASTERN
EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION WERE CONSOLIDATING THEIR POWER. HIS CRITIQUE WAS PARTICULARLY CONTROVERSIAL
BECAUSE IT CAME FROM AN INSIDER WITH FIRSTHAND EXPERIENCE.

DJILAS® BREAK WITH TITO AND YUGOSLAVIA

INITIALLY A LOYAL COMMUNIST AND A KEY FIGURE IN YUGOSLAVIA’S POST-WAR GOVERNMENT, DJILAS BECAME INCREASINGLY
CRITICAL OF THE AUTHORITARIAN TENDENCIES WITHIN THE PARTY. HIS CALLS FOR DEMOCRATIC REFORMS AND TRANSPARENCY
CHALLENGED THE EXISTING POWER STRUCTURES AND LED TO HIS POLITICAL DOWNFALL.

His sPLIT WITH TITO SYMBOLIZED THE BROADER TENSION WITHIN COMMUNIST STATES BETWEEN REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS AND
THE REALITIES OF BUREAUCRATIC RULE. DJILAS’ EXPERIENCES GAVE HIM UNIQUE INSIGHTS INTO HOW THE NEW CLASS OPERATED,
MAKING HIS CRITIQUE BOTH PERSONAL AND DEEPLY INFORMED.

GLOBAL RECEPTION AND IMPACT

WHILE *THe New CLASS™ WAS BANNED IN MANY COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, IT GAINED SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION IN THE WEesT AS
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF COMMUNIST AUTHORITARIANISM. THE BOOK INFLUENCED DISSIDENTS, SCHOLARS, AND POLICYMAKERS
BY HIGHLIGHTING THE DANGERS OF CENTRALIZED POWER AND THE FAILURE OF COMMUNIST SYSTEMS TO ACHIEVE GENUINE
EQUALITY.

DJILAS’ WORK CONTRIBUTED TO A GROWING BODY OF LITERATURE THAT QUESTIONED THE LEGITIMACY OF COMMUNIST REGIMES
AND INSPIRED LATER MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING FOR POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN EASTERN EUROPE.

WHY MiLovAN DJILAS® THEORY STILL MATTERS TODAY

THOUGH WRITTEN OVER SIX DECADES AGO, THE CONCEPT OF THE NEW CLASS REMAINS RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING
CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL SYSTEMS, ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT EXHIBIT AUTHORITARIAN TENDENCIES MASKED BY IDEOLOGICAL
RHETORIC.

MoDEeRN PARALLELS To THE NEw CLASS

MANY MODERN AUTOCRACIES AND ONE-PARTY STATES DISPLAY CHARACTERISTICS SIMILAR TO THOSE DJILAS DESCRIBED. ELITE
GROUPS OFTEN MONOPOLIZE POWER, ENJOY PRIVILEGES, AND SUPPRESS DISSENT, ALL WHILE MAINTAINING THE FACADE OF
SERVING THE PEOPLE.

RECOGNIZING THE DYNAMICS OF THE NEW CLASS HELPS ANALYSTS AND CITIZENS ALIKE TO CRITICALLY ASSESS POLITICAL



REGIMES AND ADVOCATE FOR MORE ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNANCE.

LessoNns FOrR PoLITICAL REFORMERS AND ACTIVISTS

DJILAS’ INSIGHTS OFFER VALUABLE LESSONS FOR THOSE SEEKING TO PROMOTE DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.
UNDERST ANDING HOW BUREAUCRATIC ELITES CONSOLIDATE POWER CAN INFORM STRATEGIES TO DISMANTLE ENTRENCHED
PRIVILEGES AND CREATE MORE INCLUSIVE POLITICAL SYSTEMS.

[T ALSO UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF TRANSPARENCY, RULE OF LAW, AND CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN PREVENTING THE RISE
OF A NEW CLASS THAT SUBVERTS EGALITARIAN IDEALS.

ExPLORING CRITICISMS AND DEBATES AROUND THE New CLASS

W/HILE DJILAS’® THEORY HAS BEEN INFLUENTIAL, IT HAS ALSO SPARKED DEBATE AMONG SCHOLARS AND POLITICAL THINKERS.

CrITIQUES OF THE NEw CLASS THEORY

SOME CRITICS ARGUE THAT DJILAS OVERSIMPLIFIES THE COMPLEXITIES OF COMMUNIST SOCIETIES BY ATTRIBUTING TOO MUCH
AGENCY TO THE BUREAUCRATIC ELITE. THEY CONTEND THAT THE NEW CLASS IS NOT A MONOLITHIC GROUP BUT A COLLECTION
OF COMPETING FACTIONS WITH VARYING INTERESTS.

OTHERS SUGGEST THAT DJILAS’ PERSPECTIVE WAS COLORED BY HIS PERSONAL POLITICAL STRUGGLES AND MAY REFLECT A
BIASED VIEW OF YUGOSLAVIA’S UNIQUE CONTEXT RATHER THAN A UNIVERSAL PHENOMENON.

ONGOING ACADEMIC DISCUSSIONS

DESPITE CRITICISMS, THE CONCEPT OF THE NEW CLASS CONTINUES TO BE A USEFUL ANALYTICAL TOOL. CONTEMPORARY
SCHOLARS OFTEN REFINE DJILAS” IDEAS BY INCORPORATING INSIGHTS FROM SOCIOLOGY, POLITICAL ECONOMY, AND
COMPARATIVE POLITICS TO BETTER UNDERSTAND ELITE FORMATION AND STATE POWER.

THIS ONGOING DIALOGUE ENRICHES OUR COMPREHENSION OF HOW POWER OPERATES IN DIFFERENT POLITICAL REGIMES AND THE
CHALLENGES OF ACHIEVING GENUINE SOCIAL EQUALITY.

MiLovAN DJiLAs, THE NEw CLASS, AND THE BROADER DISCOURSE ON POWER

DJILAS’ WORK INTERSECTS WITH BROADER THEMES IN POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY ABOUT THE NATURE OF POWER, CLASS, AND
IDEOLOGY. HIS THEORY INVITES READERS TO REFLECT ON HOW REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS CAN INADVERTENTLY RECREATE THE
HIERARCHIES THEY SEEK TO ABOLISH.

THe PARADOX OF REVOLUTION AND BUREAUCRACY

REVOLUTIONS OFTEN PROMISE TO DISMANTLE OPPRESSIVE SYSTEMS, BUT THEY CAN ALSO GIVE RISE TO NEW ELITES WHO
CONSOLIDATE POWER FOR THEMSELVES. DJILAS® ANALYSIS HIGHLIGHTS THIS PARADOX, SHOWING THAT WITHOUT VIGILANT
CHECKS, REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS CAN BE COMPROMISED.



IMPLICATIONS FOR MODERN GOVERNANCE

(UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS OF THE NEW CLASS HAS IMPLICATIONS BEYOND COMMUNIST STATES. |T ENCOURAGES A
CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF HOW ELITES IN ANY POLITICAL SYSTEM CAN ENTRENCH THEMSELVES, WHETHER THROUGH ECONOMIC
MEANS, POLITICAL PATRONAGE, OR CONTROL OF INFORMATION.

THIS AWARENESS IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING DEMOCRATIC ACCOUNTABILITY AND PREVENTING THE CONCENTRATION OF POWER
THAT UNDERMINES SOCIAL JUSTICE.

MiLoVAN DJILAS” EXPLORATION OF THE NEW CLASS REMAINS A COMPELLING CRITIQUE OF POWER STRUCTURES WITHIN
COMMUNIST REGIMES AND BEYOND. HIS WILLINGNESS TO CONFRONT UNCOMFORTABLE TRUTHS FROM WITHIN THE SYSTEM OFFERS
A POWERFUL EXAMPLE OF INTELLECTUAL COURAGE. FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE INTERSECTIONS OF IDEOLOGY, CLASS, AND
AUTHORITY, DjiLAS’ *THe New CLASS™ IS AN ESSENTIAL WORK THAT CONTINUES TO PROVOKE THOUGHT AND INSPIRE DEBATE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

W/Ho WAS MILOVAN DJILAS AND WHAT IS HiS Book ‘'THE New CLASS' ABoUT?

MiLovAN DJILAS WAS A YUGOSLAV COMMUNIST POLITICIAN AND THEORIST WHO BECAME A DISSIDENT. HiS BOOK "THe New
CLass’ CRITIQUES THE COMMUNIST SYSTEM, ARGUING THAT A NEW BUREAUCRATIC RULING CLASS EMERGED IN SOCIALIST
STATES, WHICH CONTROLLED THE STATE AND ECONOMY FOR THEIR OWN BENEFIT, REPLACING THE TRADITIONAL CAPITALIST
CLASS.

W/HAT IS THE CENTRAL THESIS OF MILOVAN DjiLas’ ‘THE New CLAss'?

THE CENTRAL THESIS OF “THE NEw CLASS’ IS THAT IN COMMUNIST SOCIETIES, A NEW ELITE CLASS—THE BUREAUCRATIC
CLASS—ARISES AND MONOPOLIZES POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER, EFFECTIVELY BECOMING A NEW RULING CLASS THAT
EXPLOITS THE WORKING MASSES, CONTRARY TO THE IDEALS OF SOCIALISM.

How pib MiLovaN DjiLas’ IDEAS IN ‘THE New CLASS' INFLUENCE POLITICAL
THOUGHT?

D_JILASI IDEAS CHALLENGED THE ORTHODOX COMMUNIST IDEOLOGY BY EXPOSING THE EMERGENCE OF A PRIVILEGED BUREAUCRATIC

CLASS, INFLUENCING DISSIDENT MOVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTING TO DEBATES ON AUTHORITARIANISM, BUREAUCRACY, AND THE
FAILURES OF SOCIALIST SYSTEMS, IMPACTING BOTH \WESTERN AND EASTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT.

\WHAT WAS THE REACTION OF COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS TO 'THE New CLASS'?

COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS, ESPECIALLY YUGOSLAVIA'S, REACTED NEGATIVELY TO 'THE New CLASS." DJILAS WAS EXPELLED
FROM THE COMMUNIST PARTY, IMPRISONED MULTIPLE TIMES, AND CENSORED BECAUSE HIS CRITIQUE THREATENED THE LEGITIMACY
OF THE RULING ELITE AND EXPOSED SYSTEMIC ISSUES WITHIN SOCIALIST REGIMES.

Is “THe New CLASS’ STILL RELEVANT IN UNDERSTANDING MODERN POLITICAL SYSTEMS?

YES, “THe NEw CLASS’ REMAINS RELEVANT AS IT PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO HOW BUREAUCRATIC ELITES CAN CONSOLIDATE
POWER AND PRIVILEGE IN OSTENSIBLY EGALITARIAN SYSTEMS, OFFERING A FRAMEWORK TO ANALYZE POLITICAL CORRUPTION,
ELITE DOMINANCE, AND THE CHALLENGES OF ACHIEVING TRUE SOCIALIST OR EGALITARIAN SOCIETIES TODAY.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

MiLovaN DjiLas AND THE New CLASS: UNVEILING THE BUREAUCRATIC ELITE IN COMMUNIST SYSTEMS

MILOVAN DJILAS THE NEW CLASS REPRESENTS A SEMINAL CRITIQUE OF COMMUNIST REGIMES, PENNED BY THE YUGOSLAV
DISSIDENT MILOVAN DJILAS IN THE 1950s. THIS GROUNDBREAKING WORK DISSECTED THE EMERGENCE OF A PRIVILEGED
BUREAUCRATIC ELITE WITHIN SOCIALIST STATES, CHALLENGING ORTHODOX MARXIST INTERPRETATIONS AND RESHAPING
POLITICAL DISCOURSE AROUND POWER DYNAMICS IN COMMUNIST SOCIETIES. DJILAS’S CONCEPT OF “THE NEW CLASS” REMAINS A
CRUCIAL ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK FOR SCHOLARS, HISTORIANS, AND POLITICAL THEORISTS EXPLORING THE PARADOXES OF
SOCIALIST GOVERNANCE AND THE REALITIES BEHIND REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS.

THe Genesis oF “THe New CLass”

MiLoVAN DJILAS, ONCE A HIGH-RANKING OFFICIAL AND CLOSE ALLY OF JosIP BRoz TI1TO, BECAME DISILLUSIONED WITH THE
YUGOSLAV COMMUNIST SYSTEM AS HE WITNESSED THE ENTRENCHMENT OF A BUREAUCRATIC HIERARCHY. His Book, THE NEw
CLAss: AN ANALYSIS OF THE COMMUNIST SYSTEM, PUBLISHED INITIALLY IN 1987, POSITED THAT THE RULING COMMUNIST
PARTY HAD MORPHED INTO A DISTINCT SOCIAL CLASS WITH EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGES, POWER, AND AUTHORITY. UNLIKE THE
TRADITIONAL PROLETARIAT OR BOURGEOISIE IN MARXIST THEORY, THIS “NEW CLASS” COMPRISED PARTY OFFICIALS,
BUREAUCRATS, AND TECHNOCRATS WHO MONOPOLIZED POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CONTROL.

DJILAS ARGUED THAT THIS NEW ELITE REPRODUCED ITSELF BY CONTROLLING THE STATE APPARATUS AND MEANS OF
PRODUCTION, EFFECTIVELY CREATING A FORM OF CLASS SOCIETY UNDER THE GUISE OF CLASSLESSNESS. His ANALYSIS
UNDERMINED THE OFFICIAL NARRATIVE THAT COMMUNISM HAD ABOLISHED CLASS DISTINCTIONS AND HERALDED EQUALITY.

|NSTEAD, HE ILLUMINATED HOW POWER WAS CENTRALIZED IN THE HANDS OF A FEW, FOSTERING CORRUPTION AND ALIENATION
AMONG THE MASSES.

Key THEMES AND ARGUMENTS

AT ITS CORE, DJILAS’S THEORY REVOLVES AROUND SEVERAL CRITICAL POINTS:
* MoNoPOLY OF POWER: THE NEW CLASS CONTROLS THE STATE MACHINERY, ENSURING ITS DOMINANCE OVER POLITICAL
AND ECONOMIC LIFE.

¢ PRIVILEGED STATUS: MEMBERS OF THIS BUREAUCRATIC ELITE ENJOY MATERIAL BENEFITS, SOCIAL PRIVILEGES, AND
DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY UNAVAILABLE TO ORDINARY CITIZENS.

o SELF-PERPETUATION: THE NEW CLASS MAINTAINS ITS POSITION THROUGH CONTROL OF INFORMATION, REPRESSION OF
DISSENT, AND INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS THAT PREVENT CHALLENGES TO ITS AUTHORITY.

¢ |IDEOLOGICAL CONTRADICTIONS: DESPITE PROFESSING MARXIST EGALITARIANISM, THE NEW CLASS EMBODIES INEQUALITY
AND HIERARCHY, BETRAYING THE FUNDAMENTAL GOALS OF SOCIALISM.

THESE INSIGHTS CHALLENGED THE PREVAILING ORTHODOXIES WITHIN COMMUNIST STATES AND SPARKED SIGNIFICANT
CONTROVERSY, LEADING TO DJILAS’S POLITICAL MARGINALIZATION AND IMPRISONMENT.

IMPACT AND INFLUENCE ON PoOLITICAL THOUGHT

THE PUBLICATION OF THE NEw CLASS WAS REVOLUTIONARY FOR ITS TIME, MARKING ONE OF THE EARLIEST AND MOST
ARTICULATE CRITIQUES OF COMMUNIST SYSTEMS FROM AN INSIDER’S PERSPECTIVE. DJILAS’S ANALYSIS ANTICIPATED LATER



DEBATES ABOUT BUREAUCRATIC AUTHORITARIANISM, STATE CAPITALISM, AND THE ROLE OF ELITES IN OSTENSIBLY EGALITARIAN
SOCIETIES.

CoMPARISON WITH OTHER THEORIES OF ELITISM

DJILAS’S CONCEPT HAS OFTEN BEEN COMPARED WITH OTHER ELITE THEORIES, SUCH AS:
* VILFREDO PARETO AND GAETANO MOSCA: EARLY SOCIOLOGISTS WHO EMPHASIZED THE INEVITABILITY OF ELITES IN ALL
SOCIETIES, INCLUDING DEMOCRACIES.

o Max WEBER: HIS THEORY OF BUREAUCRACY HIGHLIGHTED THE RATIONAL-LEGAL AUTHORITY EXERCISED BY
BUREAUCRATS, WHICH PARALLELS DJILAS’S NEW CLASS BUREAUCRATS.

o ANTONIO GRAMSCI: THE NOTION OF CULTURAL HEGEMONY, WHERE RULING CLASSES MAINTAIN CONTROL THROUGH
IDEOLOGY AND CONSENT, COMPLEMENTS DJILAS’S FOCUS ON IDEOLOGICAL CONTRADICTIONS.

HO\WEVER/ DJILAS’S FRAMEWORK IS DISTINCTIVE IN ITS FOCUS ON THE SPECIFIC SOCIO-POLITICAL CONDITIONS WITHIN
COMMUNIST STATES, HIGHLIGHTING HOW REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS CAN DEVOLVE INTO NEW FORMS OF DOMINATION.

CriTicIsM AND CONTROVERSIES

W/HILE WIDELY INFLUENTIAL, THE New CLASS HAS FACED CRITIQUES FROM VARIOUS QUARTERS:

o ORTHODOX MARXISTS: SOME DISMISSED DJILAS AS A REACTIONARY OR ACCUSED HIM OF MISUNDERSTANDING MARXIST
THEORY, ARGUING THAT HIS ANALYSIS OVERSTATED THE EMERGENCE OF A NEW CLASS.

® SUPPORTERS OF SOCIALIST SYSTEMS: THEY CONTENDED THAT BUREAUCRATIC INEFFICIENCIES AND PRIVILEGES WERE
TEMPORARY ISSUES RATHER THAN SYSTEMIC CLASS FORMATIONS.

o WESTERN ANALYSTS: SOME SCHOLARS ARGUED THAT DJILAS’S THEORY WAS OVERLY DETERMINISTIC, NEGLECTING THE
COMPLEXITY AND DIVERSITY OF COMMUNIST REGIMES.

NONETHELESS/ THE CORE IDEA OF A BUREAUCRATIC ELITE SHAPING AND CONTROLLING SOCIALIST STATES HAS BEEN
SUBSTANTIATED BY SUBSEQUENT EMPIRICAL STUDIES AND REMAINS A FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPT IN POST-COMMUNIST ANALYSES.

ReLEVANCE oF MiLoVAN DJiLAs THE NEw CLASS IN CONTEMPORARY
CONTEXTS

DECADES AFTER ITS PUBLICATION, MILOVAN DJILAS THE NEW CLASS CONTINUES TO RESONATE IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
POLITICAL POWER, ELITE FORMATION, AND THE DURABILITY OF AUTHORITARIAN SYSTEMS. THE CONCEPT AIDS IN UNDERSTANDING
NOT ONLY HISTORICAL COMMUNIST REGIMES BUT ALSO MODERN POLITICAL STRUCTURES WHERE BUREAUCRATIC ELITES WIELD
DISPROPORTIONATE INFLUENCE.



PosT-CoMMUNIST TRANSITIONS

IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE SOVIET UNION’S COLLAPSE AND THE TRANSITION OF EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES TO MARKET
ECONOMIES AND DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE, DJILAS’S INSIGHTS PROVED VALUABLE. SCHOLARS OBSERVED THAT MANY FORMER
PARTY BUREAUCRATS ADAPTED TO NEW CAPITALIST SYSTEMS, TRANSFORMING INTO OLIGARCHS OR POLITICAL ELITES, THUS
ILLUSTRATING THE PERSISTENCE OF ELITE DOMINANCE DESPITE SYSTEMIC CHANGE.

CONTEMPORARY BUREAUCRATIC ELITES

BEYOND POST-COMMUNIST STATES, THE IDEA OF A “NEW CLASS” FINDS ECHOES IN ANALYSES OF TECHNOCRATIC GOVERNANCE,
CORPORATE ELITES, AND POLITICAL BUREAUCRACIES \WORLDW!IDE. THE CONCENTRATION OF POWER IN UNELECTED OFFICIALS OR
MANAGERIAL ELITES CAN MIRROR DJILAS’S CONCERNS ABOUT ACCOUNTABILITY, PRIVILEGE, AND THE DISCONNECT BETWEEN
RULERS AND THE RULED.

IMPLICATIONS FOR DEMOCRATIC THEORY

DJILAS’S WORK INVITES RECONSIDERATION OF DEMOCRATIC IDEALS, PARTICULARLY REGARDING HOW POWER IS DISTRIBUTED AND
EXERCISED. |T UNDERSCORES THE RISKS OF ELITE CAPTURE, BUREAUCRATIC INERTIA, AND THE EROSION OF POPULAR
SOVEREIGNTY, THEMES THAT REMAIN RELEVANT IN CONTEMPORARY DEBATES ABOUT GOVERNANCE AND POLITICAL REFORM.

ConcrLusioN: THE ENDURING LEGACY ofF THE New CLASS

MiLovAN DJILAS’s THE New CLASS REMAINS A CRITICAL LENS THROUGH WHICH TO SCRUTINIZE THE COMPLEXITIES OF POWER
WITHIN SOCIALIST AND POST-SOCIALIST SOCIETIES. HIS INCISIVE CRITIQUE OF BUREAUCRATIC ELITES CHALLENGES SIMPLISTIC
BINARIES BETWEEN CAPITALISM AND SOCIALISM, REVEALING THE NUANCED REALITIES OF POLITICAL POWER AND CLASS
FORMATION. AS POLITICAL SYSTEMS WORLDWIDE GRAPPLE WITH QUESTIONS OF AUTHORITY, LEGITIMACY, AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE, THE INSIGHTS OFFERED BY MILOVAN DJILAS THE NEW CLASS CONTINUE TO PROVOKE REFLECTION AND DEBATE AMONG
SCHOLARS, POLICYMAKERS, AND THE BROADER PUBLIC.

Milovan Djilas The New Class

milovan djilas the new class: The New Class Milovan Djilas, 1959

milovan djilas the new class: The New Class? B. Bruce-Briggs, 1979-01-01

milovan djilas the new class: Theories of the New Class Lawrence P. King, 2004

milovan djilas the new class: Fantasies of the New Class Stephen Schryer, 2011 Annotation
Linking literary and historical trends, the author underscores the exalted fantasies of postwar
American writers as they arose from the new conception of their cultural mission.

milovan djilas the new class: The New Labor Radicalism and New York City's Garment
Industry Leigh David Benin, 2019-02-21 First published in 2000. This study examines how
Progressive Labor, an antirevisionist offshoot of the Communist Party USA, attempted to
revolutionize the labor front in New York City’s garment industry during the 1960s. An ideologically
driven group, whose founders were loyal to Stalinism and attracted by Maoism, Progressive Labor
set out in 1962 to become the vanguard of the American working class.

milovan djilas the new class: Ismail Kadare Peter Morgan, 2017-07-05 Ismail Kadare has
experienced a life of controversy. In his own country and internationally he has been both acclaimed
as a writer and condemned as a lackey of the Albanian socialist dictatorship. Coming of age after
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occupation and war, Kadare (b. 1936) belonged to the first generation of new Albanians. In a land
where writers were routinely imprisoned, Kadare produced the most brilliant and subversive works
to emerge from socialist Eastern Europe. His work brings to an end the century whose literary
beginnings were marked by the terror to which Kafka gave his name. The inaugural award of the
International Man-Booker Prize for Literature in 2005 marked an important milestone in the global
recognition of Kadare. Ironic, multi-layered and imaginative, Kadare's writing is profoundly opposed
to ideology. Through critical analysis of a representative selection of Kadare's works, Peter Morgan
explains for a wide audience how Kadare survived and wrote in the repressive Albanian Stalinist
environment. Peter Morgan is Professor of European Studies at the University of Western Australia.

milovan djilas the new class: Intellectuals Bruce Robbins, 1990 A valuable counter to the
Reagan-Bush-Bennett-Bloom backlash, these essays (by many of the usual left suspects--Aronowitz,
Said, Ehrenreich, et al.) analyze and evaluate the situatedness of intellectuals with respect to the
media, government bureaucracy, the university, and the Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR

milovan djilas the new class: Inside the East European Planned Economy Voicu Ion Sucala,
2018-03-09 This book puts forward a new perspective on the planned economies of communist
Eastern Europe, demonstrating in detail how economic practice in such countries was shaped by the
interplay among planners, managers and Party apparatchiks. Based on extensive original research,
including interviews with former employees of industrial enterprises, the book argues that
shortages, chronic over-capacities and erroneous planning decisions were present from the very
beginning, rather than the consequences of later plan mistakes. They were the natural outcome of a
profound conflict between leaders’ attempt to adapt the basic laws of economics to their ideology
and interests, and the requirements for rational bureaucracy of an increasingly sophisticated
economy. The book discusses the evolution of and debates about the planned economy, considers the
practice of plan development and implementation, and provides very detailed examples of how the
planned economy actually worked at the level of the factory, at the point where plans and managers
interacted with workers and production.

milovan djilas the new class: A Political History of the American Welfare System Brendon
O'Connor, 2004 John Maynard Keynes once noted that Madmen in authority... are distilling their
frenzy from some academic scribbler of a few years back. O'Connor (politics and public policy,
Griffith U., Australia) supports this observation in his study of the development of the American
welfare system and the broader world of political language and rhetoric within which it has been
shaped. Studying welfare policy from Lyndon Johnson's liberal social agenda to Bill Clinton's ending
welfare as we know it, he divides the period (and his book) into three sections corresponding to
welfare politics that conformed to liberal ideology, the conservative backlash against liberalism, and
the forging of a conservative welfare system. Annotation 2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
(booknews.com).

milovan djilas the new class: Russia: From Proletarian Revolution to State-Capitalist
Counter-Revolution Raya Dunayevskaya, 2017-07-10 Russia: From Proletarian Revolution to
State-Capitalist Counter-Revolution is a selection of writings by the Marxist-Humanist philosopher
Raya Dunayevskaya, which begins with an examination of Lenin’s Hegel Notebooks, his philosophic
preparation for proletarian revolution, followed by a section on “What Happens After” the
revolution--the first years post 1917. Analyses of Trotsky, Stalin, Bukharin, and Luxemburg are
presented. A key section is “Russia’s Transformation into Opposite: The Theory of State-Capitalism.”
Opposition to Russian state-capitalism such as the 1953 East Germany Revolt and the 1956
Hungarian Revolution are described. Mao’s China as another form of state-capitalism, as well as the
Sino-Soviet conflict, is discussed. The study ends with a “battle of ideas” with other analyses of the
Revolution and its aftermath.

milovan djilas the new class: The World Turned Upside Down Yang Jisheng, 2021-01-19 Yang
Jisheng’s The World Turned Upside Down is the definitive history of the Cultural Revolution, in
withering and heartbreaking detail. As a major political event and a crucial turning point in the
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history of the People’s Republic of China, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966-1976)
marked the zenith as well as the nadir of Mao Zedong’s ultra-leftist politics. Reacting in part to the
Soviet Union’s revisionism that he regarded as a threat to the future of socialism, Mao mobilized the
masses in a battle against what he called bourgeois forces within the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). This ten-year-long class struggle on a massive scale devastated traditional Chinese culture as
well as the nation’s economy. Following his groundbreaking and award-winning history of the Great
Famine, Tombstone, Yang Jisheng here presents the only history of the Cultural Revolution by an
independent scholar based in mainland China, and makes a crucial contribution to understanding
those years' lasting influence today. The World Turned Upside Down puts every political incident,
major and minor, of those ten years under extraordinary and withering scrutiny, and arrives in
English at a moment when contemporary Chinese governance is leaning once more toward a highly
centralized power structure and Mao-style cult of personality.

milovan djilas the new class: Cultural Revolutions Lawrence E. Cahoone, 2007-05-02 In this
probing examination of the meaning and function of culture in contemporary society, Lawrence
Cahoone argues that reason itself is cultural, but no less reasonable for it. While recent political and
philosophical movements have recognized that cognition, the self, and politics are embedded in
culture, most fail to appreciate the deep changes in rationalism and liberal theory this implies,
others leap directly into relativism, and nearly all fail to define culture. Cultural Revolutions
systematically defines culture, gauges the consequences of the ineradicably cultural nature of
cognition and action, yet argues that none of this implies relativism. After showing where other “new
culturalists” have gone wrong, Cahoone offers his own definition of culture as teleologically
organized practices, artifacts, and narratives and analyzes the notion of cultural membership in
relation to race, ethnicity, and “primordialism.” He provides a theory of culture’s role in how we
form our sense of reality and argues that the proper conception of culture dissolves “the problem” of
cultural relativism. Applying this perspective to Islamic fundamentalism, Cahoone identifies its
conflict with the West as representing the break between two of three historically distinctive forms
of reason. Rather than being “irrational,” he shows, fundamentalism embodies a rationality only
recently devalued—but not entirely abandoned—by the West. The persistence of plural forms of
reason suggests that modernization in various world cultures is compatible with continued, even
magnified, cultural differences.

milovan djilas the new class: Totalitarianism Abbott Gleason, 1997-03-20 For more than six
decades, the term totalitarian was applied to everything from Franco's Spain to Stalin's Soviet
Union. One of the most enigmatic and yet compelling ideas of our time, it has been both an almost
meaningless political catcall and an indispensable concept for understanding the dictatorships that
have marred the history of this century. Now historian Abbott Gleason provides a fascinating
account of the life of this idea. Totalitarianism offers a penetrating chronicle of the central concept
of our era--an era shaped by our conflict first with fascism and then with communism. Interweaving
the story of intellectual debates with the international history of the twentieth century, Gleason
traces the birth of the term to Italy in the first years of Mussolini's rule. Created by Mussolini's
enemies, the word was appropriated by the Fascists themselves to describe their program in what
turned out to be one of the less totalitarian of the European dictatorships. He follows the growth and
expansion of the concept as it was picked up in the West and applied to Hitler's Germany and the
Soviet Union. Gleason's account takes us through the debates of the early postwar years, as
academics in turn adopted the term--notably Hannah Arendt. The idea of totalitarianism came to
possess novelists such as Arthur Koestler (Darkness at Noon) and George Orwell (whose Nineteen
Eighty-Four was interpreted by conservatives as an attack on socialism in general, and subsequently
suffered criticism from left-leaning critics). The concept fully entered the public consciousness with
the opening of the Cold War, as Truman used the rhetoric of totalitarianism to sell the Truman
Doctrine to Congress. Gleason takes a fascinating look at the notorious brainwashing episodes of the
Korean War, which convinced Americans that Communist China too was a totalitarian state. As he
takes his account through to the 1990s, he offers an inner history of the Cold War, revealing the



political charge the term carried for writers on both the left and right. He also explores the
intellectual struggles that swirled around the idea in France, Germany, Italy, Czechoslovakia, and
Poland. When the Cold War drew to a close in the late 1980s, Gleason writes, the concept lost much
of its importance in the West even as it flourished in Russia, where writers began to describe their
own collapsing state as totalitarian--though left-wing Western thinkers had long resisted doing so.
Abbott Gleason is a leading scholar of Soviet and Russian history and a contributor to periodicals
ranging from The Russian Review to The Atlantic Monthly. In this stimulating intellectual history, he
offers a revealing look at one of the central concepts of modern times.

milovan djilas the new class: Revolutionary Breakthroughs and National Development
Ken Jowitt, 2023-04-28 This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which
commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds
and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes
high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology.
This title was originally published in 1971.

milovan djilas the new class: This Hemisphere of Liberty Michael Novak, 1992 The subject of
this book is how to build institutions of liberty in this hemisphere of the Americas.

milovan djilas the new class: New Class Culture Avrom Fleishman, 2002-10-30 A new class
is emerging in the wake of the information economy and is altering American culture. Instead of
arguing about values in aesthetic taste or morality, this book sheds new light on the culture wars by
examining the social sources of recent cultural developments. Both opponents and defenders of the
current cultural scene have neglected the class factors in culture generally and in present society. If
the new class is added to our picture of American society, its input into the cultural marketplace
helps to explain present trends in postmodernism, mixtures of high and low culture, and other
recent developments. Both opponents and defenders of the cultural scene have neglected the class
factors in culture generally and in present society. Instead of arguing about values in aesthetic taste
or morality, this book offers a new perspective on the culture wars by inquiring into the social
sources of the argument. When a new class is seen to have emerged in the wake of the information
economy, its effects on cultural taste and style will help to explain both their strengths and
weaknesses. The book's message is that much of the heat generated in the culture wars may be
lowered and clarification obtained by observing a principle in social and aesthetic matters: every
class has its culture. When the social functions of both high and popular cultures are acknowledged,
it becomes possible to criticize current offerings for their effectiveness or limitations in fulfilling
those functions. If the new class is added to our picture of American society, its input into the
cultural marketplace helps to explain present trends in postmodernism, mixtures of high and low
culture, and other recent developments.

milovan djilas the new class: New Culture, New Right Michael O'Meara, 2013 New Culture,
New Right is the first English-language study of the identitarian movements presently reshaping the
contours of European politics. The study's focus is Alain de Benoist's GRECE (Groupement de
Recherche et d'Etude pour la Civilisation Européenne), which Paul Piccone of Telos described as the
most interesting group of continental thinkers since the existentialists of the 1950s and which
elsewhere is seen as the leading school of contemporary Right-wing thought. Made up of veterans
from various nationalist, traditionalist, far Right, and regionalist movements, the GRECE began as
an association of French intellectuals committed to restoring the crumbling cultural foundations of
European life and identity. Due to the quality of its publications and its philosophically persuasive
reformulation of the Right project, it attracted an immediate audience. By the late 1970s it had
recruited an impressive array of Continental thinkers to its ranks. In Italy, Germany, Belgium, and a
number of other European countries, there have since emerged organizations and publishing
concerns either directly linked to the Paris-based GRECE or involved in analogous endeavors. As a
result of these diffusions, GRECE-style identitarianism has come to form the chief ideological
alternative to the regnant liberalism. The European New Right to which the GRECE gave birth is
new, however, not in the modernist sense of being novel, but in the traditionalist sense of



reappropriating an origin whose meaningful possibilities remain open for realization. Such a
revolutionary return to Europe's roots has never seemed so urgent. After a half century under the
liberal-democratic regimes imposed by the United States in 1945, Europeans now face extinction as
a race and a culture. In opposition to the ethnocidal forces of the American Occupation and its
European collaborators, New Rightists appeal to the primordial in their people's heritage, aiming to
awake a spirit of resistance and renaissance in them. The result, as documented in this introduction
to their ideas, is one of the most formidable critiques ever made of the liberal project. Michael
O'Meara, Ph.D., studied social theory at the Ecoles des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, and
modern European history at the University of California. He is the author of Guillaume Faye and the
Battle of Europe (2013), also published by Arktos.

milovan djilas the new class: Prosperous Society, The: From Economics Of Sarcity To
Economics Of Abundance Yoram Kirsh, 2023-11-17 The classical economic theory fails to truly
describe the economies of prosperous societies. This is because traditional economics deals with the
allocation of resources in conditions of shortage, while the urgent economic problems of a
prosperous society are mainly associated with conditions of abundance.This book presents the
hallmarks of a prosperous society and analyzes the special problems that it faces. It differentiates
between the two types of economies: the traditional one which is based on scarcity, and the
prosperous economy which is able to fulfill almost everyone's needs. The book analyzes what
motivates these two types of economies, what challenges them, and what features or manifestations
of success and failures characterize their current statuses and their futures.This book is an original
and pioneering work. It analyzes the economy of the prosperous society from the perspective of the
third decade of the 21st century. It is an interesting, engaging text on a theme that we seldom see
and read about.

milovan djilas the new class: Comparative Socialist Systems Carmelo Mesa-Lago, Carl Beck,
2010-11-23 The editors have merged work from two disciplines, economics and political science; in a
summary conclusion, a sociologist suggests possible extensions in the comparison of socialist
systems for the future. . . . contributes generously to the field.—Slavic Review

milovan djilas the new class: The 20th Century A-GI Frank N. Magill, 2013-05-13 Each volume
of the Dictionary of World Biography contains 250 entries on the lives of the individuals who shaped
their times and left their mark on world history. This is not a who's who. Instead, each entry
provides an in-depth essay on the life and career of the individual concerned. Essays commence with
a quick reference section that provides basic facts on the individual's life and achievements. The
extended biography places the life and works of the individual within an historical context, and the
summary at the end of each essay provides a synopsis of the individual's place in history. All entries
conclude with a fully annotated bibliography.
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