human agency sociology definition

**Understanding Human Agency in Sociology: Definition and Key Concepts**

Human agency sociology definition revolves around the idea that individuals are not
just passive subjects shaped by social structures, but active participants capable of making
choices and influencing their social world. This concept lies at the heart of sociological
inquiry because it addresses the dynamic relationship between individuals and society. By
exploring human agency, sociologists seek to understand how people navigate, resist, or
reshape social norms, institutions, and power dynamics.

In this article, we'll dive deep into the meaning of human agency in sociology, look at its
theoretical foundations, and discuss its implications for understanding human behavior
within social contexts. Along the way, we'll naturally weave in related ideas such as social
structure, free will, reflexivity, and social action, helping to paint a comprehensive picture.

What is Human Agency in Sociology?

At its core, the human agency sociology definition refers to the capacity of individuals to
act independently and make their own free choices. This contrasts with the idea that
people's actions are entirely determined by social structures such as culture, class, or
institutions. The concept acknowledges that while social environments influence behavior,
humans are not merely puppets; they have awareness, intentions, and the ability to reflect
on their situations.

Human agency emphasizes the power of individuals to influence their lives and
surroundings, even within constraints. For example, a person living in a marginalized
community might innovate new ways to access education or employment, challenging
prevailing social limitations. In this sense, agency is about empowerment and the potential
for change.

The Relationship Between Agency and Structure

A central debate in sociology concerns the tension between agency and structure. Social
structure refers to the recurring patterns, institutions, and systems that shape individuals’
opportunities and behaviors. Structures can include family systems, economic hierarchies,
laws, and cultural norms.

The human agency sociology definition highlights the interplay between these overarching
forces and individual autonomy. Sociologists ask: To what extent do social structures
determine behavior? And how much freedom do individuals have to act differently?

One influential perspective is Anthony Giddens' theory of structuration, which suggests that
structure and agency are mutually dependent. Structures provide rules and resources that
individuals draw upon, but through their actions, people also reproduce or transform these



structures. Thus, agency is not isolated from structure but operates within and upon it.

Key Theoretical Perspectives on Human Agency

Over time, various sociological theories have contributed to understanding human agency,
each offering unique insights into how agency functions within social life.

Symbolic Interactionism and Agency

Symbolic interactionism focuses on the everyday interactions and meanings that people
create through social life. From this viewpoint, human agency arises through individuals
interpreting and responding to social symbols, language, and gestures.

Because meanings are not fixed, people actively negotiate and redefine social reality. This
negotiation is a form of agency, as individuals have the power to shape their social world
through communication and interpretation.

Structuration Theory

As mentioned, Anthony Giddens’ structuration theory proposes that agency and structure
are inseparable. Individuals use their knowledge and resources to act, but their actions are
influenced by existing social norms and institutions.

Giddens introduces the concept of "duality of structure," where structure is both the
medium and outcome of social action. This means that through exercising agency, people
sustain or modify the social systems around them.

Critical Theory and Emancipatory Agency

Critical theorists emphasize agency in the context of power and domination. They argue
that human agency involves the potential to resist oppressive social conditions and work
toward emancipation.

For example, feminist and Marxist sociologists explore how marginalized groups assert

agency to challenge systemic inequalities. Here, agency is closely tied to consciousness-
raising and collective social movements.

Factors Influencing Human Agency

While agency highlights individual freedom, it is important to recognize that various factors
can enable or constrain this freedom.



Socialization and Cultural Norms

From a young age, people are socialized into cultural norms and values, which shape their
worldview and perceived options. Socialization influences how individuals interpret
situations and what actions they consider acceptable.

For instance, gender roles learned through socialization can affect the range of choices a
person feels empowered to make, illustrating how agency is often exercised within
culturally defined boundaries.

Economic and Structural Constraints

Material conditions such as poverty, education level, and access to resources significantly
impact human agency. Someone facing economic hardship may have limited choices, even
if they possess the desire to act differently.

Structural barriers such as discrimination or legal restrictions also shape the capacity for
agency, highlighting that freedom is not absolute but relative to social context.

Reflexivity and Self-Awareness

Reflexivity refers to the ability of individuals to reflect upon themselves and their social
circumstances. This self-awareness is a key component of agency because it allows people
to consciously evaluate their options and potential consequences.

Reflexive individuals can question social norms, consider alternative paths, and potentially
enact change. Thus, agency is deeply connected to cognition and critical thinking.

Human Agency in Everyday Life

Understanding human agency sociology definition helps illuminate many aspects of daily
life. Consider how people make decisions about education, career, relationships, or political
participation. Each choice reflects a negotiation between personal desires and social
influences.

Agency in Social Movements

Social movements offer powerful examples of collective agency. Individuals come together
to challenge dominant social orders and advocate for change, whether in civil rights,
environmentalism, or gender equality.

These movements demonstrate how agency is not only individual but also social and



collective, highlighting the transformative potential of coordinated action.

Agency and ldentity Formation

People actively construct and express their identities through their choices and
interactions. Agency plays a crucial role in identity formation, as individuals select how to
present themselves and which social groups to align with.

This process is dynamic and ongoing, showing how agency shapes personal and social
identity simultaneously.

Why Understanding Human Agency Matters in
Sociology

Grasping the concept of human agency is essential for anyone interested in sociology
because it shifts the focus from seeing people as mere products of social forces to
recognizing their creative and strategic capacities.

This perspective fosters a more nuanced understanding of social change, inequality, and
human behavior. It also encourages sociologists to consider how policies, institutions, and
cultural narratives can empower or limit human potential.

For students, researchers, and practitioners, appreciating the complexity of agency offers
valuable insights into how social life unfolds and how individuals contribute to shaping their
world.

Exploring human agency invites us to think critically about the balance between freedom
and constraint, structure and action, and ultimately, how each person participates in the
ongoing story of society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of human agency in sociology?

In sociology, human agency refers to the capacity of individuals to act independently, make
their own free choices, and impose those choices on the social structures around them.

How does human agency relate to social structure in
sociology?

Human agency and social structure are interrelated; while social structures influence and
constrain individual actions, human agency represents the ability of individuals to act
independently and potentially change those structures.



Why is human agency important in sociological theory?

Human agency is important because it emphasizes the role of individuals as active
participants who can shape their social world, rather than being passive products of social
forces or structures.

Which sociological theories focus heavily on human
agency?

Interpretive and phenomenological sociological theories, as well as symbolic interactionism
and structuration theory (by Anthony Giddens), place a strong emphasis on human agency.

How does Anthony Giddens conceptualize human
agency?

Anthony Giddens conceptualizes human agency as the ability of individuals to act
intentionally within the constraints and opportunities presented by social structures,
highlighting a duality where structure and agency are mutually constitutive.

Can human agency be limited or constrained?

Yes, human agency can be limited or constrained by social structures such as class, gender,
culture, and institutions, which shape the range of choices and actions available to
individuals.

How do sociologists study human agency?

Sociologists study human agency through qualitative methods such as interviews and
ethnographies, as well as quantitative approaches, to understand how individuals make
decisions and act within social contexts.

Additional Resources

**Understanding Human Agency in Sociology: A Comprehensive Exploration**

human agency sociology definition serves as a foundational concept in sociological
inquiry, emphasizing the capacity of individuals to act independently and make their own
free choices. This notion challenges deterministic views that reduce human behavior to
structural constraints or social forces alone, instead highlighting the dynamic interplay
between individual autonomy and societal structures. As sociology continues to evolve, the
examination of human agency remains crucial for understanding how people navigate,
resist, or transform social environments.

The Conceptual Framework of Human Agency in



Sociology

At its core, human agency in sociology refers to the ability of individuals to exert control
over their actions and decisions within the context of social systems. This agency is not
absolute but operates within the limits and possibilities set by social structures such as
class, culture, institutions, and power relations. The *human agency sociology definition**
thus encapsulates a dual process: individuals are both shaped by their social contexts and
capable of shaping these contexts through their actions.

The dialectical relationship between structure and agency has been extensively debated in
sociological theory. Early sociologists like Emile Durkheim emphasized the power of social
facts and structures, often portraying individuals as largely constrained by societal forces.
Conversely, symbolic interactionists and phenomenologists foregrounded individual
meaning-making and agency. The tension between these perspectives has led to more
nuanced theories that recognize both social determinism and human creativity.

Agency within Structural Constraints

One of the most influential contributions to the understanding of human agency is Anthony
Giddens’ structuration theory. Giddens posited that social structures are both the medium
and outcome of human agency. This means that while social structures influence individual
behavior, they are simultaneously reproduced or altered through that behavior. In this view,
agency is exercised through knowledgeable and reflexive actions.

For example, the decision of a worker to unionize is influenced by existing labor laws and
workplace norms (structure), yet that very decision can lead to changes in labor policies or
workplace culture (agency). This duality underscores the complex mechanisms through
which agency operates, emphasizing that individuals are neither passive products nor
omnipotent creators of their social worlds.

Dimensions and Features of Human Agency

Understanding the multifaceted nature of human agency requires exploring its various
dimensions, which include intentionality, reflexivity, and power. These features collectively
shape how agency manifests in different social contexts.

Intentionality and Purposeful Action

Agency involves purposeful action driven by intentions and goals. Individuals make choices
based on their desires, beliefs, and interpretations of the social world. This intentionality
distinguishes human behavior from automatic or purely conditioned responses. For
instance, social movements often arise when individuals collectively act with the intent to
challenge existing social injustices, reflecting conscious agency.



Reflexivity and Self-Awareness

Reflexivity is the capacity of individuals to reflect upon their circumstances, actions, and
identities. It allows people to assess the consequences of their behavior and adjust
accordingly. This self-awareness enables adaptive strategies in navigating social
constraints. Reflexivity can be seen in everyday decision-making processes, such as
choosing a career path influenced by both personal aspirations and societal expectations.

Power and Constraints

Agency is inherently linked to power dynamics. While agency implies freedom, this freedom
is often limited by structural inequalities in access to resources, social capital, and
institutional authority. Marginalized groups may experience restricted agency due to
systemic barriers, which complicates simplistic notions of free will. Recognizing these
limitations is essential for a balanced understanding of human agency.

Human Agency and Sociological Theories

Different sociological paradigms conceptualize human agency in distinct ways, reflecting
their underlying assumptions about society and individual behavior.

Structural Functionalism vs. Interpretivism

Structural functionalism tends to emphasize the stability and cohesion of social systems,
often portraying individual agency as secondary to maintaining social order. In contrast,
interpretivist approaches prioritize subjective experiences and the active role of individuals
in constructing social reality. These differing perspectives influence how agency is
framed—either as constrained and conformist or as creative and transformative.

Critical Theory and Emancipatory Agency

Critical theorists, particularly those influenced by Marxist thought, view agency as a
potential force for social change. They focus on how individuals and groups can become
aware of oppressive structures and mobilize to challenge them. This emancipatory
conception of agency highlights the role of consciousness-raising and collective action in
overcoming domination.

Post-Structuralism and Decentered Agency

Post-structuralist thinkers problematize the notion of a unified, autonomous agent. They



argue that agency is fragmented and shaped by discourses, power relations, and identity
formations. This perspective shifts attention to how language and knowledge systems
influence the possibilities for agency, complicating traditional understandings of individual
freedom.

Applications and Implications of Human Agency in
Sociology

The exploration of human agency has practical significance across various sociological
research areas, policy-making, and social interventions.

Agency in Social Inequality and Mobility

Studies on social stratification often grapple with the extent to which individuals can
overcome structural disadvantages. Human agency sociology definition informs analyses of
social mobility by balancing recognition of systemic barriers with the capacity for personal
initiative. For example, educational attainment can be both a product of structural
opportunity and individual effort, illustrating the interplay of structure and agency.

Agency in Identity Formation

Identity construction is a dynamic process shaped by both social influences and personal
agency. People actively negotiate their identities within cultural norms and expectations,
exercising agency in how they present themselves and affiliate with social groups. This has
implications for understanding phenomena such as gender roles, ethnicity, and subcultures.

Agency in Organizational and Institutional Contexts

Within organizations, employees and members exercise agency in interpreting rules,
resisting authority, or innovating practices. Recognizing human agency in institutional
settings helps explain variability in behavior and outcomes, as well as potential for
organizational change.

Challenges and Critiques in Conceptualizing
Human Agency

While the concept of human agency enriches sociological analysis, it also presents
challenges and invites critique.



e Overemphasis on Individualism: Some critics argue that focusing on agency risks
neglecting the power of social structures, thereby underestimating systemic
constraints.

e Ambiguity in Measurement: Operationalizing agency for empirical research can be
difficult due to its abstract and multifaceted nature.

e Contextual Variability: Agency manifests differently across cultures, social settings,
and historical periods, complicating universal definitions.

* Power Imbalances: Not all individuals have equal capacity to exercise agency,
raising ethical and political concerns about whose agency is recognized and valued.

These critiques underscore the importance of a balanced, context-sensitive approach when
applying the concept of human agency in sociological work.

Throughout sociological discourse, the *human agency sociology definition** remains a
pivotal lens through which scholars seek to understand the nuanced relationship between
individuals and society. By acknowledging both the enabling and constraining aspects of
social life, this concept advances a more holistic and dynamic view of human behavior in
social contexts.

Human Agency Sociology Definition

human agency sociology definition: Moral Human Agency in Business Mona Margareta
Ericson, 2018-01-25 Amidst concerns about unethical practice in the business world, this book
focuses on moral human agency in 'strategy as practice'.

human agency sociology definition: Popular Dissent, Human Agency and Global Politics
Roland Bleiker, 2000-03-02 Popular dissent, such as street demonstrations and civil disobedience,
has become increasingly transnational in nature and scope. As a result, a local act of resistance can
acquire almost immediately a much larger, cross-territorial dimension. This book draws upon a
broad and innovative range of sources to scrutinise this central but often neglected aspect of global
politics. Through case studies that span from Renaissance perceptions of human agency to the
collapse of the Berlin Wall, the author examines how the theory and practice of popular dissent has
emerged and evolved during the modern period. Dissent, he argues, is more than just transnational.
It has become an important 'transversal' phenomenon: an array of diverse political practices which
not only cross national boundaries, but also challenge the spatial logic through which these
boundaries frame international relations.

human agency sociology definition: Human Agency and Material Welfare: Revisions in
Microeconomics and their Implications for Public Policy Morris Altman, 2012-12-06 Some of
the fundamental tenets of conventional economic wisdom, which have had a profound impact on
public policy, are challenged in this book. These precepts include the affirmation that low wages are
more beneficial that high wages to the process of growth and development; convergence in terms of
output per person is just a matter of time; minimum wage laws and trade unions negatively impact
on the economy as a whole; pay inequality due to labor market discrimination cannot persist over
time; larger firms are typically more efficient than smaller firms; and culture is of little consequence
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to the course of economic development. Such predictions, the author argues, are a product of
unrealistic behavioral assumptions about the economic agent. In this book, the author offers a more
inclusive theoretical framework and a more reasonable modeling of the economic agent. This new
approach is built upon conventional neoclassical theory while incorporating the most recent
research in behavioral economics. The case is made that individuals have some choice over the
quantity and quality of effort which they can supply in the process of production. Even under the
constraints of severe product market competition and the assumption of "utility maximizing'
individuals, effort need not be maximized, especially in firms characterized by antagonistic
management-labor relations. This is especially true when relatively inefficient firms can remain
competitive by keeping wages relatively low - low wages serve to protect such firms from more
efficient firms. Alternatively, relatively high wage firms can remain competitive only if they become
more productive. Under these assumptions, higher wages and factors contributing to higher wages
can advance the performance of an economy while lower wages can have the opposite effect and
cultural and institutional variables, by themselves, can affect the long run productivity and even the
long run competitiveness of firms and economies. In summary, this book calls for a revised approach
to the study of economics from a behavioral and socio-economic perspective, with significant
consequences for public policy.

human agency sociology definition: The Agency of Organizing Boris H. J. M. Brummans,
2017-09-13 Winner of the 2018 Outstanding Edited Book Award from the Organizational
Communication Division of the National Communication Association The Agency of Organizing
explains why the notion of agency is central to understanding what organizations are, how they
come into existence, continue to exist, or fade away, and how they function. Written by leading
organizational communication scholars, the chapters in this edited volume present seven different
theoretical perspectives on agency in the dynamics of organizing. Authors discuss how they
conceptualize agency from their own perspective and how they propose to investigate agency
empirically in processes of organizing by using specific methods. Through insightful case studies,
they demonstrate the value of these perspectives for organizational research and practice.

human agency sociology definition: Encyclopedia of Political Economy: A-K Phillip Anthony
O'Hara, 1999 Based on developments in political economy since the 1960s, this text is a
compendium of the main principles, concepts, problems, institutions, schools and policies associated
with political economy. It is a comprehensive introduction to the field.

human agency sociology definition: The Dictionary of Human Geography Derek Gregory,
Ron Johnston, Geraldine Pratt, Michael Watts, Sarah Whatmore, 2011-09-23 THE DICTIONARY OF
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY ‘Even better than before, the Dictionary is an essential tool for all human
geographers and over the years has provided an invaluable guide to the changing boundaries and
content of the discipline. No-one can afford to be without this fifth edition.” Linda McDowell,
University of Oxford ‘From explanations of core concepts and central debates to lucid discussions of
the theories driving contemporary research, this is the best conceptual map to the creative and
critical thinking that characterises contemporary human geography. The fifth edition belongs on the
bookshelf of all serious students.” Gerard Toal, Virginia Tech ‘With an exceptional balance between
breadth and depth, this is undoubtedly a timely and ground-breaking revision of the Dictionary. An
outstanding accomplishment of the editors and contributors, and a comprehensive and essential
reference for any student or scholar interested in human geography.” Mei-Po Kwan, Ohio State
University ‘I can’t imagine life without it. Definitive, detailed yet accessible: there’s still no
single-volume reference work in the field to rival it.” Noel Castree, University of Manchester The
Dictionary of Human Geography represents the definitive guide to issues and ideas, methods and
theories in human geography. Now in its fifth edition, this ground-breaking text has been
comprehensively revised to reflect the changing nature and practice of human geography and its
rapidly developing connections with other fields. The major entries not only describe the
development of concepts, contributions and debates in human geography, but also advance them.
Shorter, definitional entries allow quick reference and coverage of the wider subject area. Changes



to the fifth edition include entries from many new contributors at the forefront of developments in
the field, and over 300 key terms appearing for the first time. It features a new consolidated
bibliography along with a detailed index and systematic cross-referencing of headwords. The
Dictionary of Human Geography continues to be the one guidebook no student, instructor or
researcher in the field can afford to be without.

human agency sociology definition: The Oxford Handbook of Child-Centered
Approaches to Migrant Children Zorana Medaric, Mateja Sedmak, 2025 The Oxford Handbook of
Child-Centered Approaches to Migrant Children provides a comprehensive overview of the key
issues and debates shaping the child-centred approach to migrant children. It presents key concepts,
approaches and methods as well as case studies, legal and policy issues. In this way, the Handbook
provides foundational knowledge that can be utilised in further research and practice with migrant
children in different contexts.

human agency sociology definition: Gender-Responsive Governance in Sierra Leone John
Idriss Lahai, 2023-07-28 This book investigates gender equality and women’s empowerment in
Sierra Leone, focusing especially on women'’s interactions with the state and its development
partners. In particular, it highlights women'’s increasing agency in acquiring knowledge, diffusing
power, engaging in grassroots politics, and compelling the government to adopt more
gender-responsive policies. Exploiting extensive fieldwork and original multidisciplinary research
methods (including econometric and statistical models), the book first sets out the history and
impact of inequality in Sierra Leone, and then goes on to shed light on the constructive and
collaborative engagement of women and the state on a variety of local and external strategies for
promoting gender equality. Drawing throughout on insights from across gender studies, sociology,
anthropology, economics, and political science, the book highlights how women are succeeding in
transforming marginality into agency in order to build a platform for influencing change. By
qualifying and quantifying the challenges of gender inequality in Sierra Leone, and the progress that
is being made, this book provides important insights that will be relevant to other fragile,
post-conflict states within Africa. The book will be of interest to students and researchers studying
women and gender studies, African studies, economics, international development, sociology, and
political science and international relations. It will also deepen policymakers’ and practitioners’
understanding of women'’s diverse trajectories and experiences, and how the typology of government
affects the patterns of inequality and equality.

human agency sociology definition: Historical Influences on Lives and Aging K. Warner
Schaie, PhD, Glen Elder, PhD, 2005-06-27 This book focuses on the ways in which the life course of
individuals is affected by the historical contexts in which they live. Editors Schaie and Elder, along
with over twenty-five contributors, explore how historical events of varying degrees such as
immigration, war, age, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status can affect the immediate and long-term
life course.

human agency sociology definition: Handbook of Child Psychology and Developmental
Science, Theory and Method , 2015-03-31 The essential reference for human development theory,
updated and reconceptualized The Handbook of Child Psychology and Developmental Science, a
four-volume reference, is the field-defining work to which all others are compared. First published in
1946, and now in its Seventh Edition, the Handbook has long been considered the definitive guide to
the field of developmental science. Volume 1, Theory and Method, presents a rich mix of classic and
contemporary theoretical perspectives, but the dominant views throughout are marked by an
emphasis on the dynamic interplay of all facets of the developmental system across the life span,
incorporating the range of biological, cognitive, emotional, social, cultural, and ecological levels of
analysis. Examples of the theoretical approaches discussed in the volume include those pertinent to
human evolution, self regulation, the development of dynamic skills, and positive youth development.
The research, methodological, and applied implications of the theoretical models discussed in the
volume are presented. Understand the contributions of biology, person, and context to development
within the embodied ecological system Discover the relations among individual, the social world,



culture, and history that constitute human development Examine the methods of dynamic,
developmental research Learn person-oriented methodological approaches to assessing
developmental change The scholarship within this volume and, as well, across the four volumes of
this edition, illustrate that developmental science is in the midst of a very exciting period. There is a
paradigm shift that involves increasingly greater understanding of how to describe, explain, and
optimize the course of human life for diverse individuals living within diverse contexts. This
Handbook is the definitive reference for educators, policy-makers, researchers, students, and
practitioners in human development, psychology, sociology, anthropology, and neuroscience.

human agency sociology definition: Digital Social Networks and Travel Behaviour in Urban
Environments Pnina O. Plaut, Dalit Shach-Pinsly, 2019-10-17 This book brings together conceptual
and empirical insights to explore the interconnections between social networks based on
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and travel behaviour in urban environments.
Over the past decade, rapid development of ICT has led to extensive social impacts and influence on
travel and mobility patterns within urban spaces. A new field of research of digital social networks
and travel behaviour is now emerging. This book presents state-of-the-art knowledge, cutting-edge
research and integrated analysis methods from the fields of social networks, travel behaviour and
urban analysis. It explores the challenges related to the question of how we can synchronize among
social networks activities, transport means, intelligent communication/information technologies and
the urban form. This innovative book encourages multidisciplinary insights and fusion among three
disciplines of social networks, travel behaviour and urban analysis. It offers new horizons for
research and will be of interest to students and scholars studying mobilities, transport studies,
urban geography, urban planning, the built environment and urban policy.

human agency sociology definition: Educational Research: Discourses of Change and
Changes of Discourse Paul Smeyers, Marc Depaepe, 2016-05-26 This collection addresses concepts
and theories of change, contexts and functions of reform discourses, and fields of change in
educational research. It examines a wide variety of issues such as girls’ education in France,
educational neuroscience, the professionalization in Child Protection, and mathematics discourses. It
pays attention to the pervasiveness of crisis rhetoric in American Education Research, to the current
university climate, and to perspectives for teacher education. The volume presents in-depth studies
that integrate the perspective of history and philosophy of education. Educational research has been
typically carried out within a discourse of change: changing educational practice, changing policy, or
changing the world. Sometimes these expectations have been grand, as in claims of emancipation;
sometimes they have been more modest, as in research as a support for specific reforms. This book
explores the answers to such questions as: Are these expectations justified? How have these
discourses of change themselves changed over time? What have researchers meant by change, and
related concepts such as reform, improvement, innovation, progress and the new? Does this
teleological and hopeful discourse itself reflect a particular historical and national/cultural point of
view? Is it over promising for educational research to claim to solve social problems, and are these
properly understood as educational problems? In doing so, it challenges prevailing ideas about the
application of philosophy and history of education, and demonstrates the relevance of philosophical
and historical approaches for the practice and theory of education and for educational research. This
publication, as well as the ones that are mentioned in the preliminary pages of this work, were
realized by the Research Community (FWO Vlaanderen / Research Foundation Flanders, Belgium)
Philosophy and History of the Discipline of Education: Faces and Spaces of Educational Research.

human agency sociology definition: Key Concepts and Theory in Social Work David
Hodgson, Lynelle Watts, 2017-06-09 Social work is a discipline committed to social justice and
human rights, and to improving the well-being of individuals, families, communities and societies.
But the world is changing, with environmental disasters, an increase in violent conflict and the
aftermath of the Global Financial Crisis impacting negatively on human and ecological well-being.
Social workers are often working at the forefront of these and other challenging situations, and they
must apply knowledge and skills to their practice in a thoughtful and ethical way. What kind of



knowledge and skills will social workers need to succeed in this intellectually and emotionally
demanding job? Broad-ranging in scope and depth, this highly readable text introduces readers to
the key concepts in social work - such as empathy, reflective practice and notions of risk - and
provides both a focus on the theory and research literature that informs each one, and an
examination of how each will aid practitioners in their day-to-day work. With the help of engaging
practice examples that contextualize the topics under discussion, the book also draws on ideas and
literature from other disciplines - including philosophy, sociology and psychology - in order to
promote the open-mindedness and depth of understanding required for practice with people from all
walks of life. An accessible text that brings all of the major social work concepts together in one
place, Key Concepts and Theory in Social Work is an essential book for students and practitioners
alike.

human agency sociology definition: Encyclopedia of Political Economy Phillip O'Hara,
1999-02-04 Content Description #Includes bibliographical references and index.

human agency sociology definition: Encyclopedia of Power Keith Dowding, 2011-02 Collects
381 entries that discuss political science, international relations, and sociology.

human agency sociology definition: Research Handbook of Sustainability Agency
Teerikangas, Satu, Onkila, Tiina, Koistinen, Katariina, Makela, Marileena, 2021-07-31 This
innovative Research Handbook answers crucial questions about how individuals and organisations
can make a difference towards sustainability. Offering an integrative perspective on sustainability
agency, it reviews individual, active, organisational and relational forms of sustainability agency,
demonstrating the capacity of individuals and organisations to act toward sustainable futures.

human agency sociology definition: The Limits and Logic of Agency Theory in Company Law
Jonathan Hardman, 2024-09-12 Agency theory is ubiquitous in company law. This book explores (a)
the limits of such deployment, and (b) the logic of how to deploy it. The book makes five linked
arguments in respect of the limits of agency theory in company law. First, it argues that agency
theory has become so broad that it can be used to analyse most human relationships. Such breadth,
though, comes at the expense of legal clarity: as agency relationships cover such a broad range of
relationships, there are no normative legal conclusions that can be drawn merely from identifying
such a relationship. Second, it argues that we need to differentiate more specific concepts with
clearer legal implications, such as externalities, and the particular manifestation of moral hazard
that appears in insurance dynamics. Third, it argues that considerable amounts of existing company
law theory - which is ostensibly built from agency theory - is in fact based on a series of hidden value
judgments at each stage of the analysis. Fourth, it argues that company law theory should use
agency theory less to rebalance the discipline: agency theory has become hegemonic, which is
dangerous for the discipline, obscures company law’s role in establishing incentives, undermines
accountability, and reduces company law’s autonomy. The book then moves to the logic of agency
theory and makes three arguments. First, it argues that we need to factor in the company, only apply
agency theory to voluntary interactions, and foreground our value judgments when identifying
agency relations to do it properly. Second, it argues that it is rational to incur agency costs when we
perceive the benefits of doing so to outweigh the costs, meaning that agency costs can be facilitative
and we should look to front-end them rather than universally minimise them. Third, it argues that
this needs to be undertaken through mandatory laws. Exploring the external limits and internal logic
of agency cost analysis, this book will be of interest to academics, students, and researchers of
corporate and company law.

human agency sociology definition: The Routledge International Handbook of Learning
Peter Jarvis, Mary H. Watts, 2012 As our understanding of learning focuses on the whole person
rather than individual aspects of learning, so the process of learning is beginning to be studied from
a wide variety of perspectives and disciplines. This handbook presents a comprehensive overview of
the contemporary research into learning: it brings together a diverse range of specialities with
chapters written by leading scholars throughout the world from a wide variety of different
approaches. The International Handbook of Learning captures the complexities of the learning



process in seven major parts. Its 54 chapters are sub-divided in seven parts: Learning and the
person: senses, cognitions, emotions, personality traits and learning styles Learning across the
lifespan Life-wide learning Learning across the disciplines: covering everything from anthropology
to neuroscience Meaning systemse(tm) interpretation Learning and disability Historical and
contemporary learning theorists. Written by international experts, this book is the first
comprehensive multi-disciplinary analysis of learning, packing a diverse collection of research into
one accessible volume.

human agency sociology definition: Agency and Changing World Views in Africa Dieter
Neubert, Christine Scherer, 2014 Current debates on the transnational impact of world views
(interpretive frameworks) often refer to the concepts of 'globalization' or 'travelling models, ' with an
emphasis on domination or on a process of translation. This volume highlights situations where
different world views are confronted with each other within Africa, and the question of how the
actors mediate between the two. The conceptual chapters foster a critical view on the normative
implications of agency itself, as well as how they reflect on the claim of interpretive hegemonony of
human rights, concepts of law, democracy, or neoliberalism. In addition, the book examines the
confrontation of world views in particular cases. Essays examine distinct empirical grounds, such as
law (e.g. Islamic law, children's rights, law and development, political ideology), and analyze the role
of transcendental powers. (Series: Contributions to Research on Africa / Beitrage zur
Afrikaforschung - Vol. 40) [Subject: African Studies, Politics, Human Rights, Law

human agency sociology definition: Agency Uncovered Andrew Gardner, 2016-06-16 This
book questions the value of the concept of '‘agency’, a term used in sociological and philosophical
literature to refer to individual free will in archaeology. On the one hand it has been argued that
previous generations of archaeologists, in explaining social change in terms of structural or
environmental conditions, have lost sight of the 'real people' and reduced them to passive cultural
pawns, on the other, introducing the concept of agency to counteract this can be said to perpetuate
a modern, Western view of the autonomous individual who is free from social constraints. This book
discusses the balance between these two opposites, using a range of archaeological and historical
case studies, including European and Asian prehistory, classical Greece and Rome, the Inka and
other Andean cultures. While focusing on the relevance of 'agency' theory to archaeological
interpretation and using it to create more diverse and open-ended accounts of ancient cultures, the
authors also address the contemporary political and ethical implications of what is essentially a
debate about the definition of human nature.
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