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**Figurative Language in The Glass Castle: Unlocking the Symbolism and Depth**

figurative language in the glass castle plays a pivotal role in deepening the emotional
impact and thematic resonance of Jeannette Walls’ memoir. The Glass Castle, a compelling
narrative about resilience, family dynamics, and survival, uses figurative language not just
as decorative prose but as a powerful tool to convey complex emotions and ideas. By
weaving metaphors, similes, imagery, and symbolism throughout the memoir, Walls invites
readers into the vivid world of her unconventional upbringing, allowing them to experience
the highs and lows alongside her.

In this article, we’ll explore how figurative language in The Glass Castle enhances the
storytelling, delves into the symbolic meaning behind key images, and offers a richer
understanding of the memoir’s themes. Whether you’re a student, literature enthusiast, or
simply curious about the use of literary devices in memoirs, this exploration will reveal the
artistry behind Walls’ writing and why it resonates so strongly with readers.

Understanding Figurative Language in The Glass
Castle

At its core, figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions with a meaning
that differs from the literal interpretation. In The Glass Castle, Walls uses figurative
language to paint vivid pictures and evoke emotions that straightforward descriptions
might not achieve. These literary devices help transform the memoir from a simple
recounting of events into a layered narrative filled with symbolism and emotional depth.

Metaphors and Their Significance

One of the most prominent metaphors in the memoir is the titular “glass castle” itself. The
glass castle symbolizes the dream and promise of a better life that Jeannette’s father, Rex
Walls, often spoke about. It represents hope, ambition, and the fragile nature of dreams
that seem beautiful but are ultimately unattainable. This metaphor captures the essence of
Rex’s character—his grand ideas and charismatic vision contrasted with his inability to
provide stability.

The metaphor of the glass castle resonates throughout the memoir as a beacon of
aspiration and also a reminder of disappointment. It’s an excellent example of how
figurative language in The Glass Castle operates on multiple levels, reflecting both the
inner world of the characters and the external realities they face.



Similes That Create Vivid Imagery

Walls’ use of similes helps readers visualize scenes and emotions in a relatable way. For
example, describing her father’s wild behavior as “like a tornado ripping through a small
town” not only conveys chaos but also the uncontrollable nature of his influence on the
family. This comparison makes abstract feelings more tangible and immersive.

Similes in The Glass Castle often evoke sensory experiences, making the reader feel
present in the moment—whether it’s the heat of the desert, the coldness of neglect, or the
sharpness of a memory. These comparisons enrich the narrative and deepen empathy for
the author’s experiences.

Symbolism and Imagery: More Than Just Words

Figurative language in The Glass Castle extends beyond metaphors and similes to include
powerful symbolism and imagery that supports the memoir’s themes.

The Desert and Its Symbolic Meaning

Throughout the memoir, the desert landscape is more than just a setting; it symbolizes
isolation, hardship, and survival. The harshness of the desert reflects the family’s difficult
life, yet it also represents freedom and the opportunity for new beginnings. The imagery of
vast, empty spaces emphasizes the Walls family’s nomadic lifestyle and the emotional
distance within their relationships.

The desert’s dual symbolism—both desolation and possibility—mirrors Jeannette’s journey
from vulnerability to strength. This layered imagery, a key aspect of figurative language in
The Glass Castle, helps readers grasp the contradictions and complexities of her
upbringing.

The Glass Castle as a Recurring Image

The recurring image of the glass castle throughout the memoir serves as a constant
reminder of unrealized dreams and the tension between fantasy and reality. The fragility of
glass underscores how delicate and breakable these aspirations are, especially in the
context of the Walls family’s unstable environment.

By revisiting this image, Walls reinforces the memoir’s central themes—hope,
disillusionment, and resilience. The glass castle is both a physical and emotional symbol,
demonstrating how figurative language in The Glass Castle can carry profound meaning
beyond the surface.



How Figurative Language Enhances the Reader’s
Connection

The use of figurative language in The Glass Castle does more than beautify the prose—it
draws readers into the emotional landscape of the memoir. By engaging the senses and
emotions, these literary devices help readers connect with the Walls family’s struggles and
triumphs on a personal level.

Evoking Empathy Through Language

When Walls describes her experiences using figurative language, such as comparing her
childhood to “walking on a tightrope without a net,” it creates a visceral sense of danger
and uncertainty. This kind of expression invites readers to empathize with her fear and
precariousness, making her story more relatable and impactful.

Figurative language also allows Walls to express complicated feelings—love mixed with
disappointment, hope tinged with despair—in a way that straightforward narration might
not capture as effectively. This emotional richness is part of what makes The Glass Castle
such a compelling read.

Bringing Abstract Themes to Life

Themes like poverty, neglect, and resilience can sometimes feel abstract or distant.
However, through figurative language, Walls concretizes these ideas. For example, poverty
is not just described as a lack of money but as a “shadow that followed them everywhere,”
giving it a haunting, persistent quality.

This approach helps readers visualize and feel the impact of these themes, making the
memoir’s messages resonate more deeply. By using figurative language in The Glass
Castle, Walls bridges the gap between experience and understanding.

Tips for Analyzing Figurative Language in
Memoirs Like The Glass Castle

If you’re diving into The Glass Castle for a class or personal study, recognizing and
interpreting figurative language can unlock new insights. Here are some tips to help:

Identify key metaphors and symbols: Look for recurring images like the glass
castle or the desert and consider what they represent beyond their literal meaning.

Pay attention to similes and comparisons: Notice how these comparisons create
vivid pictures or evoke emotions.



Consider the emotional tone: How does the figurative language influence the
mood or feeling of a passage?

Connect figurative language to themes: Think about how metaphors and imagery
relate to larger ideas like family, hope, or hardship.

Reflect on personal impact: Ask yourself how the figurative language makes you
feel or what new understanding it brings.

By actively engaging with these elements, you’ll gain a richer appreciation for Walls’
storytelling craft and the memoir’s enduring power.

The Role of Figurative Language in Memoir
Storytelling

While figurative language is often associated with fiction, its use in memoirs like The Glass
Castle is equally important. It allows authors to convey not just facts but the emotional
truth of their experiences.

In The Glass Castle, Walls’ figurative language bridges the gap between memory and
meaning. It transforms personal history into a universal story about resilience, family
dynamics, and the pursuit of dreams despite adversity. This literary technique turns a
memoir into a work of art that resonates on many levels.

Exploring figurative language in The Glass Castle also highlights how memoirs can be as
rich and layered as novels, using symbolism and imagery to deepen readers’ engagement
and understanding.

As you read or revisit The Glass Castle, keep an eye out for the subtle and powerful ways
Walls employs figurative language. It’s in these carefully crafted expressions that the
emotional heart of the story truly shines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some examples of figurative language used in
'The Glass Castle'?
In 'The Glass Castle,' Jeannette Walls uses similes, metaphors, and vivid imagery to convey
her experiences, such as comparing her father's dreams to fragile glass castles and using
descriptive language to depict her chaotic childhood.



How does Jeannette Walls use metaphors in 'The Glass
Castle' to describe her family dynamics?
Walls often uses metaphors like the 'glass castle' itself to symbolize her father's grand but
unrealistic dreams, reflecting the fragile and unstable nature of her family life.

What role does imagery play in 'The Glass Castle'?
Imagery in 'The Glass Castle' helps readers visualize Jeannette's challenging upbringing,
from the dilapidated houses to the harsh desert landscapes, making her story more vivid
and emotionally impactful.

Can you identify a simile from 'The Glass Castle' and
explain its significance?
One simile Walls uses is comparing her mother’s cooking to 'burning rubber,' which
highlights the neglect and dysfunction in her family life through a relatable sensory image.

How does figurative language enhance the themes in
'The Glass Castle'?
Figurative language deepens themes of resilience and hope by illustrating the contrast
between harsh realities and dreams, such as the fragile 'glass castle' representing
aspirations despite adversity.

Does Jeannette Walls use personification in 'The Glass
Castle'? If so, how?
Yes, Walls occasionally personifies elements of nature or objects to reflect emotions or
states of mind, like describing the desert as unforgiving, which mirrors her family’s
struggles.

Why is understanding figurative language important
when reading 'The Glass Castle'?
Understanding figurative language allows readers to grasp the deeper meanings and
emotional nuances behind Walls’ storytelling, providing insight into her complex family
relationships and personal growth.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Depths of Figurative Language in The Glass Castle**

Figurative language in The Glass Castle serves as an essential literary device that
deepens the emotional resonance and thematic complexity of Jeannette Walls’ memoir.
Through vivid metaphors, similes, and symbolism, Walls transforms her tumultuous



childhood experiences into a compelling narrative that transcends mere autobiography.
This article delves into the nuanced use of figurative language in The Glass Castle,
examining its role in illuminating character development, enhancing thematic layers, and
engaging readers on both intellectual and emotional levels.

The Role of Figurative Language in The Glass
Castle

Jeannette Walls’ memoir recounts a life marked by poverty, parental neglect, and
resilience, all portrayed through a lens rich in figurative expression. Figurative language in
The Glass Castle is not simply ornamental; it functions as a bridge between Walls’ harsh
reality and the universal human experience. By employing figures of speech, Walls invites
readers to explore abstract emotions and complex family dynamics that might otherwise
remain inaccessible.

One of the memoir’s most striking features is its use of metaphor, particularly the titular
“glass castle.” The glass castle symbolizes both an unattainable dream and a fragile hope,
encapsulating the paradox of Walls’ upbringing—her parents’ grandiose promises
contrasted with their inability to provide stability. This metaphor operates on multiple
levels, reflecting the tension between aspiration and disillusionment that characterizes
much of the book.

Metaphors and Symbolism

Walls frequently utilizes metaphors to convey the contradictions inherent in her family life.
The “glass castle” itself is a powerful symbol of idealism and broken promises. Her father’s
vision of building a glass castle represents a dream of perfection and escape, yet its
fragility mirrors the instability and vulnerability of their existence.

Another potent metaphor is the desert landscape where much of Walls’ childhood unfolds.
The harsh, arid environment serves as a backdrop that reflects emotional barrenness and
the struggle for survival. This setting is not just physical but emotional terrain, underscoring
themes of isolation and endurance.

Similes and Imagery

Similes in The Glass Castle enrich the narrative by creating vivid, relatable images that
bring Walls’ experiences to life. For example, Walls describes her mother’s cooking as “like
a science experiment gone wrong,” an evocative comparison that underscores the
unpredictability and dysfunction in her family’s daily life.

Imagery throughout the memoir is meticulously crafted to appeal to the senses, drawing
readers into Walls’ world. The detailed descriptions of dilapidated homes and barren
landscapes serve as more than mere setting; they function as visual metaphors for neglect



and hardship. This sensory engagement helps readers grasp the emotional weight of Walls’
journey.

Figurative Language and Thematic Development

The use of figurative language in The Glass Castle is integral to the memoir’s exploration of
themes such as resilience, identity, and the complexity of familial love. Walls’ ability to
frame her story with rich figurative expressions allows her to address these themes with
nuance and depth.

Resilience Through Symbolism

Resilience emerges as a central theme, and figurative language reinforces this by
contrasting images of fragility with those of strength. The glass castle metaphor embodies
this duality—while the dream is delicate and easily shattered, Walls’ perseverance in the
face of adversity is unwavering.

Moreover, the recurring imagery of fire, often associated with Walls’ father, symbolizes both
destruction and renewal. Fire’s dual nature reflects the ambivalence of parental
influence—capable of causing harm but also sparking growth. This layered symbolism offers
a sophisticated means of expressing complex emotional truths.

Identity and Emotional Complexity

Figurative language in The Glass Castle also aids in the exploration of Walls’ evolving
identity. Through metaphor and simile, Walls navigates her conflicting feelings toward her
parents—love intertwined with disappointment and betrayal. For instance, describing her
father as a “wild animal” conveys both admiration for his free spirit and an
acknowledgment of his unpredictability and danger.

This nuanced portrayal challenges simplistic notions of family dysfunction, instead
presenting a multifaceted understanding of human relationships. The figurative language
encourages readers to engage empathetically with Walls’ internal struggles, fostering a
deeper appreciation of her personal growth.

Comparative Perspectives: Figurative Language
in Memoirs

When compared to other memoirs, The Glass Castle distinguishes itself through its
sophisticated and consistent use of figurative language. While many memoirs rely heavily
on straightforward narrative, Walls’ integration of metaphor and imagery elevates her
storytelling, offering a more immersive and reflective reading experience.



For example, compared to Maya Angelou’s *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings*, which also
employs metaphor to express themes of confinement and liberation, Walls’ use of figurative
language tends to focus more on spatial and environmental imagery that reflects external
circumstances as well as internal states. This comparative approach highlights how
different memoirists harness figurative language to serve their unique thematic purposes.

Advantages of Figurative Language in Memoir Writing

Enhances emotional connection: Figurative language invites readers to experience
emotions more vividly.

Deepens thematic expression: Metaphors and symbols create layers of meaning
that enrich the narrative.

Provides narrative cohesion: Recurring figurative motifs, like the glass castle, unify
disparate story elements.

Invokes imagination: Imagery stimulates the reader’s senses, making the story
more memorable.

Potential Challenges

Risk of obscurity: Overuse or overly complex figurative language can alienate
readers.

Balancing realism and metaphor: Memoirs must maintain factual integrity, so
figurative language must not overshadow truth.

Walls adeptly balances these challenges, ensuring her figurative language enhances rather
than detracts from her memoir’s authenticity.

Impact on Readers and Literary Significance

The strategic use of figurative language in The Glass Castle significantly shapes reader
perception and emotional engagement. By weaving metaphor and imagery through her
narrative, Walls creates a textured story that invites reflection on broader social issues such
as poverty, addiction, and familial loyalty.

Critically, the memoir’s figurative language has contributed to its enduring popularity and
academic interest. Literary scholars often highlight Walls’ use of symbolism and metaphor



as key to understanding the memoir’s impact and its contribution to contemporary
American literature.

The glass castle itself has become a cultural metaphor for elusive dreams and the fragile
nature of hope, demonstrating how Walls’ figurative language transcends the book to
influence wider discourse.

---

In sum, figurative language in The Glass Castle is a vital component that enriches Jeannette
Walls’ memoir on multiple levels. By skillfully employing metaphors, similes, and vivid
imagery, Walls conveys the complexities of her family’s experiences, invites readers into
her emotional landscape, and elevates her personal story to a universal exploration of
resilience and identity. This nuanced use of literary devices not only enhances the memoir’s
narrative power but also ensures its lasting relevance in both literary and cultural contexts.

Figurative Language In The Glass Castle

  figurative language in the glass castle: The Glass Castle SparkNotes Literature Guide
SparkNotes, 2022-01-25 Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes give you
just what you need to succeed in school: Complete Plot Summary and Analysis Key Facts About the
Work Analysis of Major Characters Themes, Motifs, and Symbols Explanation of Important
Quotations Author’s Historical Context Suggested Essay Topics 25-Question Review Quiz The Glass
Castle features explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols including: strength from hardship;
abuse; fire; compassion vs. boundaries; the glass castle; Joshua tree. It also includes detailed
analysis of these important characters: Jeannette Walls; Dad (Rex Walls); Mom (Rose Mary Walls).
  figurative language in the glass castle: Writing Life Stories Bill Roorbach, 2008-07-01 How
to Make Memories into Memoirs, Ideas into Essays, and Life into Literature From drawing a map of
a remembered neighborhood to signing a form releasing yourself to take risks in your work,
Roorbach offers innovative techniques that will trigger ideas for all writers. Writing Life Stories is a
classic text that appears on countless creative nonfiction and composition syllabi the world over.
This updated 10th anniversary edition gives you the same friendly instruction and stimulating
exercises along with updated information on current memoir writing trends, ethics, internet
research, and even marketing ideas. You'll discover how to turn your untold life stories into vivid
personal essays and riveting memoirs by learning to open up memory, access emotions, shape
scenes from experience, develop characters, and research supporting details. This guide will teach
you to see your life more clearly and show you why real stories are often the best ones.
  figurative language in the glass castle: Worth Writing About Jake Wizner, 2023-10-10 Who
am I? This is the question that many adolescents ask during the turbulent middle and high school
years. In Worth Writing About: Exploring Memoir with Adolescents, Jake Wizner addresses how
searching for the answer to this question leads his students to reflection, to reading, and ultimately
to deeper, more meaningful writing. Wizner, a 20-year teaching veteran, believes that a
well-designed memoir unit not only aligns with the Common Core State Standards but also forges
community in the classroom, encourages kids to read nonfiction, and works wonders with students
who struggle with their writing'sor with their lives.Worth Writing About addresses the most common
challenges teachers face when teaching memoir writing: How do you help students who say that
nothing interesting has happened in their lives? How do you help students balance what is
meaningful with what is too personal to share? How do you help students overcome the I don't
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remember syndrome?Wizner delves into the craft of writing, from using mentor texts to crafting
leads and memorable endings. He uses student models from his own classroom to show the deep,
important work his students produce during the memoir unit. By writing about themselves and how
they view the world around them, students discover more about themselves and how they want to
move forward in the future.
  figurative language in the glass castle: Jonathan Swift Nigel Wood, 2014-06-11 This
collection of critical thinking situates the satire of Jonathan Swift within both its eighteenth-century
contexts and our modern anxieties about personal identity and communication. Augustan satire at its
most provocative is not simply concerned with the public matters of politics or religion, but also
offers a precise medium in which to express the paradox of ironic detachment amidst deep
conviction. The critics chosen for this volume demonstrate the complexity of Swift's work. Its four
sections explore matters of authorial identity, the relation between Swift's writing and its historical
context, the full range of his comments on gender, and his deployment of metaphor and irony to
engage the reader. Swift has often been regarded as a writer who anticipated many
twentieth-century cultural preoccupations, and this volume provides an opportunity to test just how
modern he actually was. It also provides an answer to those who would wish to simplify his writing
as that of Tory and misogynist. The theoretical perspectives of the contributors are lucidly explained
and their critical terms located in the wider contexts of contemporary theory in the introduction and
headnotes. The volume places Swift historically within the philosophical and religious traditions of
eighteenth-century thought.
  figurative language in the glass castle: Beyond Cognitive Metaphor Theory Monika
Fludernik, 2012-03-29 In this innovative collection, an international group of scholars come together
to discuss literary metaphors and cognitive metaphor theory. The volume presents recent
approaches to metaphor, illustrates a range of successful applications of the new cognitive models to
literary texts, and provides an assessment of cognitive metaphor theory from a literary point of view.
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Garland Companion to Vladimir Nabokov
Vladimir E. Alexandrov, 2014-05-22 First published in 1995. This companion constitutes a virtual
encyclopaedia of Nabokov, and occupies a unique niche in scholarship about him. Articles on
individual works by Nabokov, including his short stories and poetry, provide a brief survey of critical
reactions and detailed analyses from diverse vantage points. For anyone interested in Nabokov, from
scholars to readers who love his works, this is an ideal guide. Its chronology of Nabokov's life and
works, bibliographies of primary and secondary works, and a detailed index make it easy to find
reliable information any aspect of Nabokov's rich legacy.
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Medieval Worlds of Neil Gaiman Shiloh Carroll,
2023-09-27 Neil Gaiman is one of the most widely-known writers of the 20th and 21st centuries,
having produced fiction and nonfiction, fantasy and horror, television, comics and prose. He often
attributes this eclecticism to his compost heap approach to writing, gathering influences from life,
religion, literature, and mythology. The worlds of Neil Gaiman have their roots in thousands of years
of human storytelling. The Middle Ages in particular have been enormously influential in content,
form, and aesthetics for many of Gaiman's works. This book offers an introduction to the idea of
medievalism, how the literature and culture of the Middle Ages have been reinterpreted and
repurposed over the centuries, and how the layers of interpretation have influenced Gaiman's own
use of medieval material. The book examines direct and indirect influences, from Norse mythology
and Beowulf to medieval romances and fairy tales, in order to provide context and background to
expand and enrich one's understanding and appreciation of Gaiman's work--
  figurative language in the glass castle: Reading Poetry Tom Furniss, Michael Bath,
2022-04-06 Reading Poetry offers a comprehensive and accessible guide to the art of reading poetry.
Discussing more than 200 poems by more than 100 writers, ranging from ancient Greece and China
to the twenty-first century, the book introduces readers to the skills and the critical and theoretical
awareness that enable them to read poetry with enjoyment and insight. This third edition has been
significantly updated in response to current developments in poetry and poetic criticism, and



includes many new examples and exercises, new chapters on ‘world poetry’ and ‘eco-poetry’, and a
greater emphasis throughout on American poetry, including the impact traditional Chinese poetry
has had on modern American poetry. The seventeen carefully staged chapters constitute a complete
apprenticeship in reading poetry, leading readers from specific features of form and figurative
language to larger concerns with genre, intertextuality, Caribbean poetry, world poetry, and the role
poetry can play in response to the ecological crisis. The workshop exercises at the end of each
chapter, together with an extensive glossary of poetic and critical terms, and the number and range
of poems analysed and discussed – 122 of which are quoted in full – make Reading Poetry suitable
for individual study or as a comprehensive, self-contained textbook for university and college
classes.
  figurative language in the glass castle: Spenser’s Afterlife from Shakespeare to Milton
Jennifer C. Vaught, 2025-10-01 This study explores how Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Andrew Marvell,
and Milton among many others appropriated Spenser’s long and shorter poems for creating comedy,
parody, and satire. Their appropriations, which were widely influential on communities of readers,
writers, and intertextual networks from 1590–1660, left an abiding impression of Spenser as a biting
satirist. Spenser’s Afterlife from Shakespeare to Milton: 'The Faerie Queene' as Intertextual
Environment is the first study to combine the reception history of The Faerie Queene with
ecocriticism, animal studies, and posthumanist tenets of vital materialism and the power of things.
This poem functions as a powerful, nonhuman agent that transforms how readers respond to their
environments. The Faerie Queene and its afterlives move readers to perceive flaws in political,
social, and religious figureheads and institutions to envision better ones.
  figurative language in the glass castle: The British Messenger , 1870
  figurative language in the glass castle: An Introduction to Poetry X. J. Kennedy, 1974
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Caught Image Robert L. Gale, 2012-06-01 Gale
considers the imagery in all of the 135 novels and short stories of Henry James and presents what
may well be the first extensive treatment of figurative language in the complete works of any
novelist. All of the images have been recorded, but the author does not claim too much for his
deductions concerning them. Originally published in 1964. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC
Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again books from our
distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from
the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and
cultural value.
  figurative language in the glass castle: Divine by Mistake P. C. Cast, 2019-08-27 It’s the
beginning of summer break, and high school English teacher Shannon Parker is ready to relax
poolside with some red wine and a good book. She’s friggin’ earned it! But first—a little shopping, a
la fancy estate auction. Surrounded by old folks and even older artifacts, Shannon never expects to
find something that shocks her down to her very core: an ancient vase, complete with a beautiful
painting of a goddess that looks just like her. And just as she’s stealing away with her seriously
suspicious purchase, she’s magically thrown into the world of Partholon, where not only has she
taken the place of Rhiannon, Goddess Incarnate and Epona’s Chosen, but she’s due to be married to
a surly (but oh-so-handsome) High Shaman centaur, ClanFintan. But serving as Epona’s Chosen isn’t
just luxury baths and buff horse-guys. A dark power grows in the wastelands to the north, and
Rhiannon will need much more than just the favor of Epona to protect the land—and the man—she’s
grown to love.
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Shamrock , 1886
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Red Book of Appin Ethan Allen Hitchcock,
1866
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Series of Dramatic Entertainments
Performed by Royal Command Benjamin Webster, 1849
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Bible Dictionary Rand, William W., 2015-02-09
This Bible dictionary wrote by William W. Rand contains 2,286 entries as well as numerous cross



references. It was originally published by the American Tract Society. Now for the first time ever the
table of contents is linked to the text making it easy for any student, scholar or pastor to use.
  figurative language in the glass castle: Chambers' Edinburgh Journal , 1839
  figurative language in the glass castle: Universal Dictionary of the English Language Robert
Hunter, Charles Morris, 1900
  figurative language in the glass castle: The Romances of Chretien de Troyes Joseph J.
Duggan, 2008-10-01 Twelfth-century French poet Chrétien de Troyes was one of the most influential
figures in Western literature, for his romantic poems on the legend of King Arthur gave rise to a
tradition of storytelling that continues to this day. This important and fascinating book is a study of
all of Chrétien’s work. Joseph J. Duggan begins with an introduction that sets Chrétien within the
social and intellectual currents of his time. He then organizes the book in chapters that focus on
major issues in Chrétien’s romances rather than on individual works, topics that range from the
importance of kinship and genealogy to standards of secular moral responsibility and from
Chrétien’s art of narration to his representation of knighthood. Duggan offers new perspectives on
many of these themes: in a chapter on the influence of Celtic mythology, for example, he gives
special attention to the ways Chrétien integrated portrayals of motivation with mythic themes and
characters, and in discussing the Grail romance, he explores the parallels between Perceval’s and
Gauvain’s adventures.
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sometimes it's hard to tell whether a phrase is literal
FIGURATIVE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary Figurative art is based on the shapes
of real objects. Figuratively speaking, negotiators succeeded in building a bridge over a wide river in
reaching this agreement. But in this
FIGURATIVE Definition & Meaning | Figurative definition: of the nature of or involving a figure
of speech, especially a metaphor; metaphorical and not literal.. See examples of FIGURATIVE used
in a sentence
Figurative Language: Meaning & Examples   Figurative language are words or phrases that help
readers engage with, visualize, and understand your writing. They do this by transcending the literal
definition of words
Figurative - definition of figurative by The Free Dictionary 1. a. Based on or making use of
figures of speech; metaphorical: figurative language. b. Containing many figures of speech; ornate.
2. Represented by a figure or resemblance;
FIGURATIVE definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If you use a word or
expression in a figurative sense, you use it with a more abstract or imaginative meaning than its
ordinary literal one. an event that will change your route–in
figurative adjective - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage Definition of figurative
adjective in Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example
sentences, grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
Figurative - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Any figure of speech — a statement or phrase
not intended to be understood literally — is figurative. You say your hands are frozen, or you are so
hungry you could eat a horse
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