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The Fall of Communism in Russia: A Turning Point in History

fall of communism in russia marks one of the most dramatic political and social transformations of the

20th century. This pivotal event reshaped not only Russia but also the entire world order, signaling the

end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union. Understanding the fall of communism in

Russia requires a look into the complex interplay of economic hardships, political reforms, social

movements, and international pressures that converged in the late 1980s and early 1990s.

The Roots of the Soviet Decline

Before diving into the fall itself, it’s essential to grasp why the Soviet Union, once a superpower

rivaling the United States, began to unravel. The communist system in Russia, established after the

1917 Bolshevik Revolution, promised equality, industrial progress, and a society free from capitalist

exploitation. However, decades of rigid central planning, political repression, and economic

inefficiencies created systemic problems.

Economic Stagnation and the Burden of Militarization

By the 1970s and 1980s, the Soviet economy was showing clear signs of stagnation. The command

economy struggled with low productivity, lack of innovation, and chronic shortages of consumer goods.

Meanwhile, the arms race with the West drained resources that could have gone to improving living

standards. The heavy focus on military spending left the civilian economy underfunded and inefficient,

leading to widespread dissatisfaction among Soviet citizens.



Political Rigidity and Lack of Reform

The Communist Party’s tight grip on power meant that political dissent was harshly suppressed.

Without mechanisms for political accountability or freedom of expression, corruption and bureaucratic

inertia festered. The leadership’s unwillingness or inability to implement meaningful reforms left the

system brittle and vulnerable to change forces bubbling beneath the surface.

Gorbachev’s Policies: Glasnost and Perestroika

The arrival of Mikhail Gorbachev as General Secretary in 1985 marked a turning point. Recognizing

the need for change, Gorbachev introduced two key policies: glasnost (openness) and perestroika

(restructuring). These reforms aimed to revitalize the Soviet system but inadvertently accelerated its

downfall.

Glasnost: Opening the Doors

Glasnost relaxed censorship and encouraged public discussion about the country’s problems. For the

first time, Soviet citizens gained access to previously forbidden information, exposing government

corruption, historical abuses, and economic failures. This transparency empowered social movements

and increased criticism of the Communist Party’s leadership.

Perestroika: Economic and Political Restructuring

Perestroika sought to decentralize economic control and introduce limited market mechanisms. It also

aimed to reform the political system by allowing some degree of pluralism and democratization within

the communist framework. However, these changes were half-measures that unsettled both

conservatives and reformers, creating political instability.



The Rise of Nationalism and Independence Movements

One of the unintended consequences of glasnost was the rise of nationalist sentiments within the

Soviet republics. For decades, Moscow had maintained control over diverse ethnic and national groups

through repression and centralized authority. The newfound openness encouraged calls for autonomy

and independence.

Challenges from the Baltic States and Beyond

Countries like Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania were among the first to push for sovereignty. Their

movements inspired others in Ukraine, Georgia, and Central Asia. These independence drives

weakened the Soviet Union’s cohesion and challenged the very idea of a united communist state.

The August 1991 Coup and Its Aftermath

In August 1991, hardline communist officials attempted a coup to reverse Gorbachev’s reforms and

restore strict control. The coup failed due to resistance from reformist leaders like Boris Yeltsin and

widespread public opposition. This event fatally weakened the Communist Party and accelerated the

Soviet collapse.

The Role of Boris Yeltsin and the Emergence of the Russian

Federation

Boris Yeltsin emerged as a key figure during this turbulent period. As the first popularly elected

president of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR), Yeltsin championed radical

reforms and the dissolution of Soviet structures.



Transitioning to a Market Economy

Yeltsin pushed for rapid privatization and economic liberalization, aiming to transform Russia into a

capitalist democracy. While these reforms were necessary, they also led to economic hardships,

hyperinflation, and the rise of oligarchs, complicating Russia’s post-communist transition.

The Official End of the Soviet Union

On December 25, 1991, Gorbachev resigned as president of the USSR, and the Soviet flag was

lowered for the last time. The Russian Federation emerged as the successor state, marking the

definitive end of communist rule in Russia and the Soviet empire.

Global Impact and Legacy of the Fall of Communism in Russia

The collapse of communism in Russia had profound global consequences. It ended the ideological

rivalry that had dominated international relations for nearly half a century and opened the door for new

geopolitical alignments.

Shift in International Relations

With the Soviet Union gone, the United States stood as the sole superpower, reshaping NATO and

redefining foreign policies worldwide. Former Soviet republics sought integration with Western

institutions like the European Union and NATO, redefining alliances and security dynamics.



Lessons Learned from the Soviet Collapse

The fall of communism in Russia teaches important lessons about the dangers of authoritarianism,

economic mismanagement, and political inflexibility. It also highlights the complexities of transitioning

from a centrally planned economy to a free market and the social challenges such transformations

entail.

Reflecting on Russia’s Post-Communist Journey

Russia’s journey after the fall of communism has been anything but straightforward. While the initial

years were marked by chaos and economic decline, the country gradually stabilized under new

leadership. However, debates continue about the successes and failures of post-Soviet reforms.

Political Developments and Challenges

The shift to democracy has been uneven, with periods of political centralization and concerns about

authoritarian tendencies under leaders like Vladimir Putin. The legacy of the communist past still

influences Russia’s political culture and governance.

Economic Growth and Social Change

Russia has seen significant economic growth due to natural resources like oil and gas, but wealth

inequality and social issues persist. Understanding the fall of communism in Russia helps contextualize

these ongoing challenges and the nation's evolving identity.

Exploring the fall of communism in Russia reveals a complex tapestry of historical forces, human

aspirations, and geopolitical shifts. It stands as a reminder of how deeply political systems affect lives



and how change, even when tumultuous, can open new pathways for societies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the fall of communism in Russia?

The main causes included economic stagnation, political corruption, the inefficiencies of the planned

economy, the burden of the arms race with the West, nationalist movements within Soviet republics,

and the reform attempts by Mikhail Gorbachev such as Perestroika and Glasnost which inadvertently

weakened the Communist Party's control.

Who was the key leader associated with the fall of communism in

Russia?

Mikhail Gorbachev was the key leader associated with the fall of communism in Russia due to his

reform policies of Perestroika (restructuring) and Glasnost (openness) that aimed to modernize the

Soviet system but ultimately accelerated its collapse.

What role did the 1991 August Coup play in the fall of communism in

Russia?

The 1991 August Coup, an attempt by hardline Communist officials to seize power from Gorbachev,

failed and significantly weakened the Communist Party’s authority, leading to an acceleration of the

dissolution of the Soviet Union and the end of communist rule in Russia.

How did economic factors contribute to the collapse of communism in

Russia?

Economic factors such as chronic shortages, declining industrial productivity, lack of innovation, and

the unsustainable cost of maintaining the military and social programs led to a severe crisis that



undermined the legitimacy of the communist system and fueled demands for reform and change.

What was the significance of the dissolution of the Soviet Union in

1991?

The dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the official end of communist rule in Russia and

the other Soviet republics, leading to the emergence of the Russian Federation as an independent

state and the transition from a communist system to a market-based economy and democratic

governance.

How did nationalist movements influence the fall of communism in

Russia?

Nationalist movements within various Soviet republics, including the Baltic states, Ukraine, and others,

challenged the centralized communist government, demanding independence and autonomy, which

weakened Soviet unity and contributed to the collapse of the communist regime.

What impact did Western policies have on the fall of communism in

Russia?

Western policies, including economic sanctions, diplomatic pressure, and the arms race, particularly

under the Reagan administration, increased the strain on the Soviet economy and military, hastening

the decline of the communist system and encouraging reform efforts within the USSR.

How did the fall of communism in Russia affect global geopolitics?

The fall of communism in Russia ended the Cold War, led to a unipolar world dominated by the United

States, triggered political and economic transformations in Eastern Europe, and altered global alliances

and conflicts, reshaping international relations in the post-Cold War era.



Additional Resources

Fall of Communism in Russia: An Analytical Review of a Historical Turning Point

fall of communism in russia marks one of the most significant geopolitical transformations of the 20th

century. This monumental shift not only dismantled the Soviet Union's authoritarian regime but also

redefined the political, economic, and social landscape of Eastern Europe and the world.

Understanding the causes, processes, and implications of this event requires a nuanced investigation

into the complex interplay of internal dynamics and external pressures that led to the collapse of one

of history’s most enduring communist states.

Historical Context and Prelude to Collapse

The Soviet Union, established after the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, was governed by a communist

ideology that promised equality and state-controlled economic development. However, by the latter half

of the 20th century, systemic inefficiencies, political repression, and economic stagnation plagued the

regime. The fall of communism in Russia was not an abrupt occurrence but rather the culmination of

decades of mounting challenges.

The Cold War era intensified ideological confrontations between the communist East and capitalist

West, with the Soviet Union striving to maintain its global influence. Yet, internally, the Soviet

leadership grappled with a declining economy heavily reliant on central planning and state ownership.

The agricultural sector lagged, industrial output was inefficient, and consumer goods remained scarce,

fostering widespread public dissatisfaction.

Economic Strains and the Role of Perestroika

One of the pivotal factors accelerating the fall of communism in Russia was the introduction of Mikhail

Gorbachev’s reforms in the mid-1980s. His policies of Perestroika (restructuring) aimed at revitalizing



the stagnant Soviet economy by incorporating limited market mechanisms, decentralizing economic

decision-making, and encouraging private enterprise.

While Perestroika represented an attempt to preserve communist ideology through modernization, it

inadvertently exposed systemic flaws. Economic reforms destabilized established bureaucratic

structures, led to supply chain disruptions, and heightened inflationary pressures. Gorbachev’s efforts

to implement glasnost (openness) increased transparency and freedom of expression, which, while

welcomed by many citizens, also unleashed public criticism of the regime’s failures.

The Political Dynamics Leading to the Collapse

The political landscape of the Soviet Union during the late 1980s was marked by increasing

fragmentation and loss of central authority. Nationalist movements gained momentum within various

Soviet republics, challenging Moscow’s dominance. The Baltic states—Estonia, Latvia, and

Lithuania—were at the forefront of demands for independence, inspiring similar sentiments across the

federation.

Gorbachev’s reluctance to use force against these independence movements contrasted sharply with

previous Soviet leaders’ responses. This cautious approach diminished the Communist Party’s control

and emboldened reformists and dissidents alike.

The August 1991 Coup Attempt

A critical moment in the fall of communism in Russia was the failed August 1991 coup. Hardline

communist officials, alarmed by Gorbachev’s reforms and the disintegration of Soviet control,

attempted to seize power. The coup leaders detained Gorbachev and declared a state of emergency,

but the move backfired spectacularly.

Boris Yeltsin, then president of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, emerged as a symbol



of resistance against the coup. His defiant stance atop a tank in front of the Russian parliament

galvanized public support and hastened the collapse of communist authority. The failure of the coup

irreversibly weakened the Communist Party and accelerated the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

Consequences of the Fall of Communism in Russia

The disintegration of the Soviet Union in December 1991 marked the official end of communist rule in

Russia and its satellite states. The aftermath was marked by significant transformations and challenges

that shaped the post-communist era.

Economic Transition and Challenges

Transitioning from a command economy to a market-oriented system proved to be a tumultuous

process. The abrupt liberalization of prices, privatization of state assets, and lifting of trade restrictions

unleashed economic volatility. Russia experienced hyperinflation, a steep decline in industrial

production, and a sharp drop in living standards for many citizens during the 1990s.

Privatization: Massive privatization efforts led to the rise of oligarchs who acquired state assets

at undervalued prices, creating vast wealth disparities.

Inflation: Inflation rates soared, eroding savings and destabilizing the economy.

Unemployment: The collapse of state enterprises resulted in widespread job losses.

The economic pain was severe, but it also paved the way for the development of a more diversified

economy and integration into the global market.



Political Reconfiguration and Democratization Efforts

Politically, the fall of communism ushered in a new era marked by attempts to build democratic

institutions. Russia adopted a new constitution in 1993 that established a presidential republic with

separation of powers. However, the transition was fraught with instability, including political infighting,

corruption, and the rise of authoritarian tendencies.

Boris Yeltsin’s presidency was characterized by efforts to consolidate power and implement reforms,

but also by controversies such as the 1993 constitutional crisis and conflicts with the parliament.

Nonetheless, this period marked a departure from one-party rule and an opening of political pluralism,

albeit imperfectly.

International Impact and Legacy

The fall of communism in Russia had profound implications beyond its borders. It effectively ended the

bipolar Cold War world order, leading to the emergence of the United States as the sole superpower.

The newly independent states that emerged from the Soviet collapse pursued diverse paths, ranging

from democratization to authoritarian retrenchment.

European security architectures were reshaped, with NATO expanding eastward and former Warsaw

Pact members joining Western institutions. Russia’s role on the world stage was redefined, oscillating

between cooperation and confrontation with Western powers.

Comparative Perspectives: Russia versus Eastern Europe

Unlike many Eastern European countries that experienced rapid democratization and integration into

the European Union, Russia’s transition was more complex and uneven. Factors such as Russia’s

vast size, resource wealth, and historical legacy influenced a distinctive trajectory. While countries like



Poland and the Czech Republic quickly embraced market reforms and democratic governance,

Russia’s path was marked by economic hardship and political volatility.

This divergence has influenced contemporary geopolitical dynamics and debates about the nature of

post-communist transformation.

The fall of communism in Russia remains a critical subject for historians, political scientists, and

economists seeking to comprehend the forces that reshape nations. It stands as a testament to the

fragility of ideological regimes and the enduring human drive for political and economic freedom amid

uncertainty.

Fall Of Communism In Russia

  fall of communism in russia: The Rise and Fall of Communism in Russia Robert V. Daniels,
2008-10-01 Distinguished historian of the Soviet period Robert V. Daniels offers a penetrating
survey of the evolution of the Soviet system and its ideology. In a tightly woven series of analyses
written during his career-long inquiry into the Soviet Union, Daniels explores the Soviet experience
from Karl Marx to Boris Yeltsin and shows how key ideological notions were altered as Soviet history
unfolded. The book exposes a long history of American misunderstanding of the Soviet Union,
leading up to the grand surprise of its collapse in 1991. Daniels's perspective is always original, and
his assessments, some worked out years ago, are strikingly prescient in the light of post-1991
archival revelations. Soviet Communism evolved and decayed over the decades, Daniels argues,
through a prolonged revolutionary process, combined with the challenges of modernization and the
personal struggles between ideologues and power-grabbers.
  fall of communism in russia: The Collapse of Communism in the Soviet Union William E.
Watson, 1998-05-26 A one-stop source of information, analysis, biographical profiles, and key
primary documents on the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union. Studies the rise and fall of a
superpower and its ruling party. Following a chronology of events, five essays provide a narrative
overview and discuss the evolution of Perestroika, the Brezhnev Doctrine and the Afghan War,
nationalism and the end of the Soviet empire, and Russia after the collapse of Communism. Also
contains biographical profiles of 15 leaders; the text of 22 documents, including writings by key
figures; a glossary; and an annotated bibliography.
  fall of communism in russia: Britain, Soviet Russia and the Collapse of the Versailles
Order, 1919–1939 Keith Neilson, 2005-12-22 A major re-interpretation of international relations in
the period from 1919 to 1939. Avoiding such simplistic explanations as appeasement and British
decline, Keith Neilson demonstrates that the underlying cause of the Second World War was the
intellectual failure to find an effective means of maintaining the new world order created in 1919.
With secret diplomacy, alliances and the balance of power seen as having caused the First World
War, the makers of British policy after 1919 were forced to rely on such instruments of liberal
internationalism as arms control, the League of Nations and global public opinion to preserve peace.
Using Britain's relations with Soviet Russia as a focus for a re-examination of Britain's dealings with
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Germany and Japan, this book shows that these tools were inadequate to deal with the physical and
ideological threats posed by Bolshevism, fascism, Nazism and Japanese militarism.
  fall of communism in russia: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Martin McCauley,
2008 How did imperial Russia give way to the Soviet Union in 1917, and why did the USSR collapse
so quickly in 1991? This work provides a seminal history of twentieth-century Russia. It examines
the strengths, weaknesses, and contradictions of the first Marxist state, and reassesses the role of
power, authority and legitimacy in Soviet politics.
  fall of communism in russia: A History of Russia, Central Asia and Mongolia, Volume II
David Christian, 2018-03-12 Provides an all-encompassing look at the history of Russia, Central Asia,
and Mongolia Beginning with the breakup of the Mongol Empire in the mid-thirteenth century,
Volume II of this comprehensive work covers the remarkable history of “Inner Eurasia,” from 1260
up to modern times, completing the story begun in Volume I. Volume II describes how agriculture
spread through Inner Eurasia, providing the foundations for new agricultural states, including the
Russian Empire. It focuses on the idea of “mobilization”—the distinctive ways in which elite groups
mobilized resources from their populations, and how those methods were shaped by the region’s
distinctive ecology, which differed greatly from that of “Outer Eurasia,” the southern half of Eurasia
and the part of Eurasia most studied by historians. This work also examines how fossil fuels created
a bonanza of energy that helped shape the history of the Communist world during much of the
twentieth century. Filled with figures, maps, and tables to help give readers a fuller understanding
of what has transpired over 750 years in this distinctive world region, A History of Russia, Central
Asia and Mongolia: Volume II: Inner Eurasia from the Mongol Empire to Today, 1260-2000 is a
magisterial but accessible account of this area’s past, that will offer readers new insights into the
history of an often misunderstood part of the world. Situates the histories of Russia, Central Asia,
and Mongolia within the larger narrative of world history Concentrates on the idea of Inner Eurasia
as a coherent ecological and geographical zone Focuses on the powerful ways in which the region’s
geography shaped its history Places great emphasis on how “mobilization” played a major part in the
development of the regions Offers a distinctive interpretation of modernity that highlights the
importance of fossil fuels Offers new ways of understanding the Soviet era A History of Russia,
Central Asia and Mongolia: Volume II is an ideal book for general audiences and for use in
undergraduate and graduate courses in world history. The Blackwell History of the World Series The
goal of this ambitious series is to provide an accessible source of knowledge about the entire human
past, for every curious person in every part of the world. It will comprise some two dozen volumes,
of which some provide synoptic views of the history of particular regions while others consider the
world as a whole during a particular period of time. The volumes are narrative in form, giving
balanced attention to social and cultural history (in the broadest sense) as well as to institutional
development and political change. Each provides a systematic account of a very large subject, but
they are also both imaginative and interpretative. The Series is intended to be accessible to the
widest possible readership, and the accessibility of its volumes is matched by the style of
presentation and production.
  fall of communism in russia: Restructuring Post-Communist Russia Yitzhak Brudny,
Jonathan Frankel, Stefani Hoffman, 2004-06-21 Since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, the
question of 'whither Russia?' has been the source of ceaseless speculation both at home and abroad.
In search of answers, twelve highly qualified scholars examine the complex interplay between
continuity and change that has marked developments in Russia under the leadership first of Boris
Yeltsin and now of Vladimir Putin. Analsying the recent past, they also peer into the country's future.
In his introduction to the volume Peter Rutland asks whether we are witnessing the gradual
entrenchment of parliamentary democracy, the slow return to autocracy or mere political
stagnation. Restructuring Post-Communist Russia poses the fundamental questions while providing
the information and analysis needed to give the (at least, preliminary) answers.
  fall of communism in russia: Rethinking the Soviet Collapse Michael Cox, 1998 One of the
great issues still facing modern commentators is why they failed to anticipate the end of the Cold



War in the late 1980s. This book, composed of original essays written by leading scholars from both
sides of the Atlantic, explores this vexed problem by means of a critical interrogation of Soviet
studies: perhaps the most controversial, and certainly the most policy-relevant, of all academic
disciplines during the era of superpower conflict. To some now little more than a footnote in the
intellectual history of the post-war period, Soviet studies for over forty years played a key role in
shaping the West's understanding -- some would say misunderstanding -- of the nature of the Soviet
system. But how fair are the charges now levelled against those whose task it once was to explain
the strengths and weaknesses of the USSR? How far should they be held responsible for failing to
forecast the demise of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War? And how much better have the
experts done in explaining the dynamics of post-communist Russia? These are at least three of the
large questions this innovative book seeks to answer.
  fall of communism in russia: American Communism and Soviet Russia Theodore Draper,
2017-07-05 This companion volume to The Roots of American Communism brings to completion
what the author describes as the essence of the relationship of American Communism to Soviet
Russia in the fi rst decade after the Bolsheviks seized power. The outpouring of new archive
materials makes it plain that Draper's premise is direct and to the point: The communist movement
was transformed from a new expression of American radicalism to the American appendage of a
Russian revolutionary power. Each generation must fi nd this out for itself, and no better guide
exists than the work of master historian Theodore Draper. American Communism and Soviet Russia
is acknowledged to be the classic, authoritative history of the critical formative period of the
American Communist Party. Based on confi dential minutes of the top party committees, interviews
with party leaders, and public records, this book carefully documents the infl uence of the Soviet
Union on the fundamental nature of American Communism. Draper's refl ections on that period in
this edition are a fi tting capstone to this pioneering effort. Daniel Bell, in Saturday Review,
remarked about this work that there are surprisingly few scholarly histories of individual Communist
parties and even fewer which treat of this crucial decade in intimate detail. Draper's account is
therefore of great importance. Arthur M. Schlesinger, in The New York Times Book Review, says
that in reading Draper's closely packed pages, one hardly knows whether to marvel more at the
detachment with which he examines the Communist movement, the patience with which he unravels
the dreary and intricate struggles for power among the top leaders, or the intelligence with which he
analyzes the interplay of factors determining the development of American Communism. And
Michael Harrington, in Commonweal, asserted that Draper's book will long be a defi nitive source
volume and analysis of the Stalinization of American Communism.
  fall of communism in russia: The Rise of Russia and the Fall of the Soviet Empire John B.
Dunlop, 1995-04-23 This is the first work to set one of the great bloodless revolutions of the
twentieth century in its proper historical context. John Dunlop pays particular attention to Yeltsin's
role in opposing the covert resurgence of Communist interests in post-coup Russia, and faces the
possibility that new institutions may not survive long enough to sink roots in a traditionally
undemocratic culture.
  fall of communism in russia: The Collapse of the Soviet Union Susan Muaddi Darraj, 2010
Describes some of the major events in Soviet history, such as the rise of communism in Russia, the
terror and expansionist policies of Joseph Stalin, the election of Mikhail Gorbachev, the explosion at
the Chernobyl nuclear reactor, and much more.
  fall of communism in russia: The Political Economy of Post-Soviet Russia V. Tikhomirov,
2000-05-15 This book deals with general political and economic developments that took place in
Russia since the collapse of the Soviet Union. The major aim of the book is to analyse successes and
failures of Russian reform attempts, as well as their effect on the development of Russian regions,
particularly from the point of view of interrelation between socio-economic tendencies and political
developments. Analysis concentrates on both national dynamics and dynamics of development in
three main groups of regions (mining, agricultural and manufacturing).
  fall of communism in russia: Soviet Russia , 1923



  fall of communism in russia: After the Collapse of Communism Michael McFaul, Kathryn
Stoner-Weiss, Kathryn Stoner, 2004-09-06 Publisher Description
  fall of communism in russia: Conflicting Loyalties and the State in Post-Soviet Russia and
Eurasia Michael Waller, Bruno Coppieters, Alekseĭ Vsevolodovich Malashenko, 1998 The final
chapter relates the evolution of these conflicting loyalties to the global weakening of the
nation-state, and distinguishes what is particular to the Soviet state and its demise from more
significant questions of analytical importance posed by the collapse of a major contemporary
multi-national state.
  fall of communism in russia: The Soviet Union Monthly , 1926
  fall of communism in russia: The Socialist Party of America Jack Ross (Historian), 2015 At a
time when the word socialist is but one of numerous political epithets that are generally divorced
from the historical context of America's political history, The Socialist Party of America presents a
new, mature understanding of America's most important minor political party of the twentieth
century. From the party's origins in the labor and populist movements at the end of the nineteenth
century, to its heyday with the charismatic Eugene V. Debs, and to its persistence through the
Depression and the Second World War under the steady leadership of America's conscience, Norman
Thomas, The Socialist Party of America guides readers through the party's twilight, ultimate demise,
and the successor groups that arose following its collapse. Based on archival research, Jack Ross's
study challenges the orthodoxies of both sides of the historiographical debate as well as assumptions
about the Socialist Party in historical memory. Ross similarly covers the related emergence of
neoconservatism and other facets of contemporary American politics and assesses some of the more
sensational charges from the right about contemporary liberalism and the radicalism of Barack
Obama.
  fall of communism in russia: The Russian Student , 1928
  fall of communism in russia: Life And Work In Post-soviet Russia Chris Cheang, 2020-12-04
Life and Work in Post-Soviet Russia revolves around the professional and personal experience of
living and working in Moscow of a Singapore diplomat, beginning in the aftermath of the USSR's
collapse and ending in the first decade-and-a-half of this century.The book seeks to provide readers
with glimpses of life in Moscow and Russia in the mid-1990s, as well as in the early years of this
century. It deals with not only the sociopolitical and economic challenges of Russia's post-Soviet
leaders, but also those facing the man-in-the-street. That the man-in-the-street had to personally
bear the brunt of the momentous changes in post-Soviet Russia's rush to reforms is made plain in
the book, and not so much the trials and tribulations of his leaders.Life and Work in Post-Soviet
Russia also looks to broaden the outlook of Singaporeans, in the first instance, and non-Russians, in
general, about Russia, a country which has been portrayed in a negative light by most of the
Anglo-Saxon and Western media.This book also gives readers some insight into Singapore's relations
with Russia, deals with issues from a personal standpoint without any attempt to inject political
science theories into its analyses, and concludes with some thoughts on its future role in the world.
  fall of communism in russia: Soviet Russia Pictorial , 1924
  fall of communism in russia: Red Russia Revealed Samuel Spewack, 1923
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