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Example of a Technical Writing: Understanding Its Role and Crafting Effective Documents
example of a technical writing often brings to mind complicated manuals or dense instruction
booklets. However, technical writing is much more than just dry documentation. It's a specialized
form of communication designed to convey complex information clearly and efficiently, making it
accessible to a specific audience. Whether you're a software developer creating API documentation
or an engineer drafting a user guide, understanding what constitutes an effective example of a
technical writing can significantly improve your ability to communicate.

In this article, we will explore what makes a strong example of a technical writing, highlight
different types and formats, and offer practical tips to enhance your own technical writing projects.

What Is an Example of a Technical Writing?

At its core, an example of a technical writing is any piece of content that explains technical
information in a way that is easy to understand and actionable. This can range from user manuals,
white papers, and product specifications to standard operating procedures and online help guides.
Unlike creative writing or marketing copy, technical writing focuses on clarity, precision, and

usability. The goal is to guide the reader through technical processes, troubleshoot issues, or
provide detailed information without ambiguity.

Common Examples of Technical Writing

To better grasp what an example of a technical writing looks like, consider these popular formats:

e User Manuals: Step-by-step instructions on how to use a product or software.
¢ API Documentation: Detailed descriptions of programming interfaces for developers.

e Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs): Instructions for performing routine tasks within
organizations.

e Technical Reports: Documents that present research findings or project progress in a
structured format.

 Installation Guides: Directions on setting up hardware or software systems.

Each of these serves a unique purpose but shares the hallmark qualities of technical writing: clarity,
accuracy, and user-centric language.



Breaking Down an Example of a Technical Writing

To understand what makes technical writing effective, let’s break down a classic example: a user
manual for a home coffee machine.
Clarity and Simplicity

The manual starts with a clear overview of the coffee machine’s features and functions. Instead of
using jargon, the language is straightforward, ensuring that even users unfamiliar with coffee
machines can follow along.

Logical Organization

The document is organized into sections such as “Setup,” “Brewing Coffee,” “Cleaning and
Maintenance,” and “Troubleshooting.” This logical sequence helps readers find the information they
need quickly.

Use of Visual Aids

Technical writing often incorporates diagrams, screenshots, or charts to supplement written
instructions. In this manual, images show how to insert the coffee pods and clean the machine,
which reduces confusion.

Conciseness and Precision

Each instruction is concise but precise. For example, instead of saying “put water in the machine,” it
states “fill the water reservoir with fresh water up to the MAX line.” This precision minimizes errors.

Why Are Examples of Technical Writing Important?

Examples of technical writing act as benchmarks for quality. They demonstrate how to communicate
complex information effectively, which is vital in many industries like software development,
healthcare, manufacturing, and engineering.

Understanding these examples helps technical writers:

e Learn how to tailor content to different audiences

¢ Develop skills in organizing complex information



e Master the use of visuals and formatting for clarity

e Ensure consistency and accuracy in documentation

Moreover, good technical writing examples can inspire writers to adopt best practices and avoid
common pitfalls such as excessive jargon, verbosity, or ambiguous instructions.

Tips for Creating Your Own Example of a Technical
Writing

If you're looking to create your own technical writing, here are some practical tips that draw from
successful examples in the field:

Know Your Audience

Before you begin writing, identify who will read your document. Are they experts or novices? This
knowledge influences the language, depth of explanation, and even the type of visuals you include.

Plan Your Structure

Organize your content logically. Use headings, subheadings, and bullet points to break down
information into digestible parts. A well-structured document enhances readability.

Use Clear and Concise Language

Avoid unnecessary jargon unless it’s standard for your audience. Use short sentences and active
voice to maintain clarity.

Incorporate Visual Elements

Diagrams, screenshots, flowcharts, and tables can simplify complex data and instructions. Ensure all
visuals are clearly labeled and referenced in the text.

Test Your Instructions

Whenever possible, have someone unfamiliar with the subject follow your instructions. Their
feedback can highlight unclear sections or missing steps.



Examples of Technical Writing in Different Industries

While the essence of technical writing remains consistent, the style and presentation can vary
depending on the industry.

Software Development

In software, an example of technical writing would be API documentation or release notes. These
documents require precise definitions of functions, parameters, and expected outputs. They often
include code snippets and examples to help developers understand how to integrate or use software
components effectively.

Healthcare

In healthcare, technical writing examples include clinical protocols, patient information leaflets, and
medical device manuals. Accuracy is critical here because patient safety can depend on clear
instructions and correct usage.

Manufacturing and Engineering

Technical writing in this sector often involves safety manuals, equipment operation guides, and
process documentation. The language is typically formal, focusing on compliance with standards and
regulations.

Challenges in Producing Effective Technical Writing
Examples

Creating an effective example of a technical writing can be challenging for several reasons:
e Complex Subject Matter: Explaining highly technical or specialized topics in simple terms
takes skill and deep understanding.

¢ Audience Diversity: A single document may need to serve users with varying levels of
expertise.

e Maintaining Accuracy: Errors in technical documents can lead to misuse or safety hazards.

* Keeping Content Up-to-Date: Technology and processes change rapidly, requiring constant
updates.



Overcoming these challenges requires continuous learning, attention to detail, and collaboration
with subject matter experts.

Final Thoughts on Examples of Technical Writing

An example of a technical writing is more than just a sample document—it’s a window into the
practical application of clear communication in technical fields. Whether you're reading a manual,
following a troubleshooting guide, or reviewing scientific data, effective technical writing helps you
understand and use complex information confidently.

By studying diverse examples and applying best practices, anyone can improve their technical
writing skills. Remember, the ultimate goal is to bridge the gap between complicated information
and user comprehension, making technology and processes accessible to all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of technical writing?

An example of technical writing is a user manual that explains how to operate a software
application.

Can you give an example of technical writing in the IT
industry?

In the IT industry, an example of technical writing is a system administration guide detailing server
setup and maintenance procedures.

What is a common example of technical writing in
engineering?

A common example is a technical report that outlines the results of an engineering experiment or
project.

How does a technical specification document serve as an
example of technical writing?

A technical specification document provides detailed descriptions of software or hardware
requirements, serving as a clear example of technical writing.

Is a scientific research paper considered technical writing?

Yes, a scientific research paper is a form of technical writing as it communicates complex
information clearly and precisely to a specialized audience.



Can instructions for assembling furniture be an example of
technical writing?

Yes, instructions for assembling furniture are an example of technical writing, as they provide step-
by-step guidance in a clear and concise manner.

What distinguishes technical writing examples from other
types of writing?

Technical writing examples focus on clarity, precision, and usability, often involving manuals,
instructions, reports, and specifications, unlike creative or narrative writing.

Is an API documentation an example of technical writing?

Yes, API documentation is a prime example of technical writing that explains how to use
programming interfaces effectively.

Are safety manuals considered examples of technical writing?

Absolutely, safety manuals provide critical instructions and information to ensure safe operations,
making them essential examples of technical writing.

How does a product datasheet serve as an example of
technical writing?

A product datasheet presents technical specifications and features of a product in a structured
format, serving as an informative example of technical writing.

Additional Resources

Example of a Technical Writing: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Structure and Purpose

Example of a technical writing serves as a crucial illustration of how complex information is
conveyed in a clear, concise, and structured manner. Technical writing plays an instrumental role in
various industries, from software development to engineering, by transforming intricate data and
procedures into accessible content for diverse audiences. This article delves into a comprehensive
example of technical writing, analyzing its components, style, and effectiveness, while shedding light
on the broader significance of this specialized form of communication.

Understanding the Essence of Technical Writing

Technical writing is a genre of communication that focuses on delivering information related to
technical or specialized topics. Unlike creative or narrative writing, technical writing prioritizes
clarity, accuracy, and usability. It is designed to inform, instruct, or guide readers, often
professionals or users who require detailed explanations to perform specific tasks or understand



complex systems.
An example of a technical writing document can vary widely—from user manuals and standard
operating procedures (SOPs) to software documentation and white papers. Each serves a specific

purpose but shares common characteristics such as precise language, logical organization, and an
objective tone.

Example of a Technical Writing Document: User Manual for a
Software Application

To illustrate, consider the user manual for a project management software application. This
document typically includes:
e Introduction: Brief overview of the software’s purpose and key features.

 Installation Instructions: Step-by-step guidance on how to install the software on various
operating systems.

¢ Getting Started: Basic instructions to create an account, log in, and navigate the interface.

e Feature Descriptions: Detailed explanations of functionalities such as task assignment,
calendar integration, and reporting tools.

e Troubleshooting: Common issues users might face, accompanied by solutions or contact
information for support.

¢ Glossary: Definitions of technical terms used within the manual.

This structure exemplifies how technical writing organizes complex information into manageable,
user-friendly segments. The manual’s language avoids ambiguity and uses consistent terminology,
ensuring users can rely on it as a dependable resource.

Key Features That Define Effective Technical Writing

Examining an example of a technical writing piece reveals several defining features that contribute
to its effectiveness. These features are essential for transforming complicated subjects into
understandable content.

Clarity and Precision

Technical documents must avoid vagueness. Clear and precise language eliminates
misunderstandings and guides the reader through processes or concepts efficiently. For instance,



rather than saying “install the software carefully,” a technical manual will specify “double-click the
setup file and follow the on-screen prompts to complete installation.”

Logical Organization and Structure

The organization supports easy navigation. Headings, subheadings, bullet points, and numbered lists
break down information logically. This hierarchy allows readers to quickly locate relevant sections,
improving usability.

Audience Awareness

Understanding the target audience is crucial. Technical writing adapts its complexity based on the
reader’s expertise. A manual for IT professionals will incorporate jargon and detailed explanations,
whereas a consumer-facing guide simplifies terms and focuses on practical steps.

Visual Aids and Formatting

The integration of diagrams, screenshots, tables, and charts often accompanies technical writing to
enhance comprehension. For example, in the project management software manual, annotated
screenshots can clarify navigation paths or feature locations, reducing cognitive load on the reader.

Comparing Technical Writing to Other Writing Styles

When analyzing an example of technical writing, it is useful to contrast it with other writing forms to
highlight its unique attributes.

e Technical vs. Creative Writing: Technical writing is utilitarian and objective, focusing on
facts and instructions. Creative writing, conversely, emphasizes storytelling, emotional
engagement, and artistic expression.

e Technical vs. Academic Writing: Both require research and accuracy, but academic writing
often explores theories and arguments, while technical writing focuses on practical
applications and step-by-step guidance.

e Technical vs. Business Writing: Business writing covers communications like emails,
reports, and proposals aimed at decision-making and strategy, whereas technical writing
delves into how things work or how to operate systems.

Understanding these distinctions helps content creators tailor their documents appropriately and
highlights why technical writing demands a specialized skill set.



Challenges in Producing Quality Technical Writing

Despite its structured nature, technical writing faces several challenges:
e Balancing Detail and Simplicity: Including enough detail without overwhelming the reader
requires careful judgment.

* Keeping Content Updated: Technical fields evolve rapidly, and documentation must be
regularly revised to remain accurate.

e Collaboration with Subject Matter Experts (SMEs): Writers often rely on SMEs for
accurate information, necessitating clear communication and verification.

These factors influence the quality and longevity of technical documents and underscore the
importance of a methodical approach.

Technological Advancements Influencing Technical
Writing

The landscape of technical writing is continually shaped by technology. Modern tools and platforms
have transformed how technical writers create, manage, and distribute content.

Use of Authoring Tools and Content Management Systems

Software like Adobe FrameMaker, MadCap Flare, and Microsoft Word facilitate the creation of
complex documents with consistent formatting and easy updates. Content management systems
(CMS) enable version control and collaboration among distributed teams.

Shift Towards Digital and Interactive Documentation

Many companies now provide online help centers, interactive tutorials, and embedded videos to
complement traditional manuals. This approach caters to diverse learning preferences and enhances
user engagement.

Incorporation of SEO in Technical Writing

As more users search online for help and instructions, technical writing increasingly integrates
search engine optimization (SEO) practices. Using relevant keywords naturally, structuring content
with headings, and ensuring readability improve discoverability and user experience.



Practical Implications and Industry Applications

The significance of an example of a technical writing extends across multiple sectors:

Software Development: Documentation aids developers and end-users alike, facilitating
smoother implementation and usage.

e Healthcare: Technical writing in medical devices and pharmaceuticals ensures compliance,
safety, and effective use.

e Manufacturing: Manuals and SOPs streamline operations and maintenance, reducing errors
and downtime.

¢ Engineering: Clear documentation supports design processes, testing, and regulatory
approvals.

In each context, technical writing acts as a bridge between complex technical knowledge and
practical application.

The example of a technical writing underscores its vital role in enabling understanding and
functionality. As industries become more technologically sophisticated, the demand for clear,
reliable, and accessible documentation will only grow, reinforcing the importance of expertise in this
field.

Example Of A Technical Writing

example of a technical writing: Technical Writing Process Kieran Morgan, Alison
Pickering, Amanda Butler, Caity Cronkhite, Felicity Brand, John New, Steve Moss, Swapnil Ogale,
2024-02-29 From the basics to advanced skills, the Technical Writing Process is your comprehensive
guide to the art and science of crafting technical documentation. With eight core steps—Plan,
Design, Write, Edit, Review, Translate, Publish, and Manage—this guide integrates both classical
writing principles and the transformative potential of modern tools like AI. This book is more than a
guide; it's an invitation to embrace the art of writing instructions with the mentorship of our
experienced technical writers. Whether you're a novice writer or an industry stalwart aiming to
refine your technical communication skills, this book offers a blend of tried-and-true methods with
the power of new-age tools. Al, as a significant element of the modern toolkit, receives special
attention, helping readers stay ahead of the curve. Features Insights from industry experts around
the world Real-world case studies and examples Comprehensive chapters on techniques and
concepts Downloadable templates* to support each step in the process *For exclusive discounts on
our premium content, use the coupon code in this book. About the Authors Our writing team,
composed of top-notch technical writers, translation experts, and technical documentation managers
from around the world, has pooled their experience and insights to help you succeed in your
technical writing career. Praise for the First Edition “Every aspiring author / tech writer in college
should have this book.” Steve Ballard, Manager, Enterprise Content Solutions “This is exactly the
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sort of guide I wish I had when I first started tech writing.” Sharon Witheriff, Technical Writer “The
Technical Writing Process is a practical toolkit that demystifies the art of technical writing with
useful templates to help you succeed quickly and smartly.” Richard Kidd, General Manager “Aspiring
writers throughout the enterprise will find this to be a solid resource as they try to figure out how
they should go about documenting something. It's logically laid out, not too heavy on jargon, and
uses good diagrams and illustrations.” Duane Green, Sr. Director of Content Strategy Solutions “I
think this pragmatic approach is excellent and fills a desperate need in the tech writing world. Many
a point raised will have the older hands nodding sagely and the younger people remembering the
advice when they first run into those issues.” Dr Charlotte Nash-Stewart, Engineer, Author, and
Technical Writer “This is a well-written, comprehensive and practical guide for technical writers. It
is packed full of great information and is very easy to read. I particularly like the ‘Insights,” “‘What
does that mean?’ and ‘Tips’ callouts which appear throughout the book.” Sue Geercke, Director
Technical Communications “Technical Writing Process explores the essential elements any technical
writer should consider when tackling their next assignment. The book systematically guides the
reader through an intuitive, yet effective, methodology that spans everything from Planning to
Publishing.” Shay Withnell, Product Marketing Manager “Technical Writing Process is the
professionalisation of the technical writing discipline. It rightly considers the holistic context for a
technical document and provides a comprehensive cookbook for getting it right within an
organisation. The insights, examples and templates are perfect and pragmatic. The definitive
standard in technical writing.” Rami Banna, Product Lead “This book serves as a great reference to
someone tasked with the technical writing aspect of a project. It would have saved me much
heartache and a considerable amount of time if I had this information at the start of my project.” Keo
Phetsaya, Technical Sales Manager

example of a technical writing: Technical Writing 101 Alan S. Pringle, Sarah O'Keefe, 2003

example of a technical writing: Handbook of Technical Writing Gerald ]. Alred, Charles T.
Brusaw, Walter E. Oliu, 2006 Alphabetically organized and easy to use, its nearly 400 entries provide
guidance for the most common types of professional documents and correspondence, including
reports, proposals, manuals, memos, and whit papers. Abundant sample documents and visuals
throughout the book demonstrate effective technical communication, reflecting current practices for
formatting documents and using e-mail. In addition, advice on organizing, researching, writing, and
revising complements thorough treatment of grammar, usage, style, and punctuation to provide
comprehensive help with writing skills.

example of a technical writing: Handbook of Technical Writing, Ninth Edition Gerald ]. Alred,
Charles T. Brusaw, Walter E. Oliu, 2009 This comprehensive resource, organized alphabetically by
topic, provides guidance on the business and technical writing process, real world examples,
in-depth treatment of grammar and usage and up-to-date coverage of the latest office technology.

example of a technical writing: The Handbook of Technical Writing Gerald ]J. Alred,
Charles T. Brusaw, Walter E. Oliu, 2015-02-12 From formal reports and manuals to everyday e-mails,
The Handbook of Technical Writing uses smart, accessible language to spotlight and clarify technical
writing today. Hundreds of topic entries, 90+ sample documents, at-a-glance checklists, and
dynamic videos break down the best-practices, models, and real-world skills that successful writers
use to clearly and persuasively communicate technical information and data. Developed by a
legendary author team with decades of combined academic and professional experience, the book’s
intuitive, alphabetical organization makes it easy to navigate its extensive coverage of grammar,
usage, and style. Plus, updated, in-depth treatment of pressing issues like the job search, the writing
process, documenting sources, and social media resonates both in class and on the job. With a
refreshed, integrated focus on the ways technologies shape writing, the Eleventh Edition of the
Handbook is the indispensable reference tool for writing to workplace success.

example of a technical writing: Technical Writing For Dummies Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts,
2011-04-27 A complete and friendly guide to technical writing! Let’s face it, a lot of technical
documentation reads as if it had been translated into English from Venutian by a native speaker of



gibberish. Which is annoying for you and expensive for the manufacturer who pays with alienated
customers and soaring technical support costs. That’s why good technical writers are in such big
demand worldwide. Now, Technical Writing For Dummies arms you with the skills you need to cash
in on that demand. Whether you're contemplating a career as a technical writer, or you just got
tapped for a technical writing project, this friendly guide is your ticket to getting your tech writing
skills up to snuff. It shows you step-by-step how to: Research and organize information for your
documents Plan your project in a technical brief Fine-tune and polish your writing Work
collaboratively with your reviewers Create great user manuals, awesome abstracts, and more Write
first-rate electronic documentation Write computer- and Web-based training courses Discover how
to write energized technical documents that have the impact you want on your readers. Wordsmith
Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts covers all the bases, including: All about the red-hot market for technical
writing and how to get work as a technical writer The ABCs of creating a strong technical document,
including preparing a production schedule, brainstorming, outlining, drafting, editing, rewriting,
testing, presentation, and more Types of technical documents, including user manuals, abstracts,
spec sheets, evaluation forms and questionnaires, executive summaries, and presentations Writing
for the Internet—covers doing research online, creating multimedia documents, developing
computer-based training and Web-based training, and writing online help Combining examples,
practical advice, and priceless insider tips on how to write whiz-bang technical documents,
Technical Writing For Dummies is an indispensable resource for newcomers to technical writing and
pros looking for new ideas to advance their careers.

example of a technical writing: The Elements of Technical Writing Gary Blake, Robert W.
Bly, 1993 The authors of The Elements of Business Writing present all the essentials of writing clear,
coherent technical reports, proposals, and documents in an accessible style and concise, easy-to-use
format. Covers writing and grammar skills and offers dozens of examples and sample reports.

example of a technical writing: Technical Writing and Professional Communication
Baalaaditya Mishra, 2025-01-03 Technical Writing and Professional Communication is divided into
two parts: Technical Communication and Professional Communication. This comprehensive guide
covers essential chapters on technical communication, followed by the most important aspects of
professional communication. We all know that communication is an integral part of our lives,
whether via text or speaking, to convey our thoughts and feelings to others. Different
communication skills are needed for various situations. For example, we use informal
communication with family and friends, but for job interviews, business meetings, or interactions
with teachers, formal communication is necessary. Communicating formally is a crucial skill, and
mastering technical and professional communication is essential. This book provides the knowledge
and tools needed to excel in both areas, making it an invaluable resource for anyone looking to
improve their communication skills.

example of a technical writing: Professional and Technical Writing Strategies Judith S.
VanAlstyne, Merrill D. Tritt, 2002 For freshman and sophomore level courses in Professional
Writing, Technical Writing and Science and Technical Writing. Comprehensive and easy-to-read, this
award-winning text/reference for students emphasizes practical writing. Its presentation and
applications offer simple guides that students can easily emulate. It combines instruction, sample
papers, exercises and writing projects for manuals, correspondence, research and publication
articles, and oral technical communications plus coverage of Internet aids and website design.

example of a technical writing: The Elements of Technical Writing Thomas E. Pearsall,
2000 One-quarter the length and price of conventional textbooks, this popular introduction to
technical writing teaches the essentials with remarkable economy, clarity, and authority. The book is
divided into two parts. Part One focuses on the seven fundamental principles of good technical
writing, such as knowing one's purpose and audience, thinking visually, and writing ethically. Part
Two covers the formats of reports and correspondence. Four appendices contain three sample
reports and a student proposal. The Elements of Technical Writing concentrates on the essentials,
providing students with precisely the information needed to produce effective technical documents



and no more.

example of a technical writing: Engineers' Guide to Technical Writing Kenneth G.
Budinski, 2001-01-01 Annotation An engineer with experience in the automotive and chemical
process industries, Budinski has compiled material he used to train new engineers and technicians
in an attempt to get his co-workers to document their work in a reasonable manner. He does not
focus on the mechanics of the English language, but on the types of documents that an average
technical person will encounter in business, government, or industry. He also thinks that students
with no technical background should be able to benefit from the tutorial. c. Book News Inc

example of a technical writing: The Tech Writer's Survival Guide Janet Van Wicklen, 2009
Presents a comprehensive guide that includes advice on writing, editing and researching, plus a
glossary and solutions to common problems encountered on the job.

example of a technical writing: Technical Writing William S. Pfeiffer, 2000 For
undergraduate-level courses in Technical Writing, Business Communication, Professional
Communication, and Freshman Composition with a company emphasis. Technical Writing: A
Practical Approach offers an easy-to-use approach towards learning the fundamentals of technical
writing. The author's writing style is reader-friendly, and engages the student by providing a
comprehensive overview of current topics in technical writing.

example of a technical writing: Technical Writing Robert W. Bly, Gary Blake, 1982

example of a technical writing: A Text Book Of Professional Communication Subhash Ranade,
2006

example of a technical writing: Approach to PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION Mohd
Nageen Rather, 2018-10-29 At the turn of this century, with the advent of the information revolution,
the concept of professional communication has been repeatedly redefined to accommodate the new
trends, methods and changes that communication in the corporate world has witnessed. Generally, it
has to do with the effective transmission of information over various channels, using various
mediums and means. It could be oral, written, visual, nonverbal, digital, web-based, etc. Channels
can be air waves, pages of a book, newspapers, or more recently computers, smart phones and
tablets.

example of a technical writing: The Handbook of Technical Writing with 2020 APA Update
Gerald ]. Alred, Walter E. Oliu, Charles T. Brusaw, 2020-05-01 From abstracts to online professional
profiles, from blogs and forums to formal reports and manuals, the Handbook of Technical Writing
uses smart, accessible language to spotlight and clarify technical writing today. Hundreds of topic
entries, 90+ sample documents, at-a-glance checklists, and clear, explicit models, communicate the
real-world practices of successful technical writers. Developed by a legendary author team with
decades of combined academic and professional experience, the book’s intuitive, alphabetical
organization makes it easy to navigate its extensive coverage of grammar, usage, and style. Plus,
updated, in-depth treatment of pressing issues like the job search, audience awareness, source
documentation, and social media use on the job resonate both in class and at the office. With a
refreshed, integrated focus on the ways technologies shape writing, the Twelfth Edition of the
Handbook is the indispensable reference tool for writing successfully in the workplace.

example of a technical writing: What Every Engineer Should Know about Engineering
Information Resources Schenk, 1984-07-26

example of a technical writing: The Technical Writer's Handbook Matt Young, 1989 This
book explains how people can improve their writing style by following a few rules. The first part is
an introduction, which provides simple guidelines for writing and organizing reports of all kinds. The
second part is presented in dictionary format and covers a wide variety of themes.

example of a technical writing: The logic of Apuleius David Londey, Carmen Johanson,
2016-06-21
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