denotation and connotation worksheet

Denotation and Connotation Worksheet: Unlocking the Power of Words

denotation and connotation worksheet can be an invaluable tool for students, writers, and
language enthusiasts eager to deepen their understanding of how words work beyond their
dictionary definitions. When we communicate, the words we choose carry not just their literal
meanings but also a host of emotional and cultural associations. Grasping these subtle differences
can transform the way we read, write, and interpret language.

If you've ever wondered why some words evoke warmth and positivity while others stir discomfort or
negativity despite having similar dictionary definitions, you're delving into the world of denotation
and connotation. A well-designed worksheet focused on these concepts helps learners discern the
direct meanings from the implied feelings or ideas behind words. This article explores how a
denotation and connotation worksheet functions, why it’s essential, and how to use one effectively to
enhance language skills.

Understanding Denotation and Connotation

At its core, language operates on two levels when it comes to meaning: denotation and connotation.

What Is Denotation?

Denotation refers to the explicit, literal meaning of a word—the definition you’d find in a dictionary.
For example, the denotation of the word “snake” is a legless, carnivorous reptile. This meaning is
objective and factual, stripped of any emotional or cultural baggage.

What Is Connotation?

Connotation, on the other hand, is the emotional or cultural meaning associated with a word, often
influenced by personal experiences or societal attitudes. Using the same example, “snake” might
connote danger, deceit, or betrayal because of its symbolic use in stories and culture. These implied
meanings vary depending on context, tone, and individual perception.

Why Use a Denotation and Connotation Worksheet?

A denotation and connotation worksheet is more than just a list of words paired with definitions. It’s
a dynamic learning aid designed to sharpen critical thinking about language and its impact. Here’s
why such worksheets are so valuable:



¢ Enhances Vocabulary Awareness: Students learn not just what words mean, but how they
feel and function in different contexts.

e Improves Reading Comprehension: Recognizing connotations helps readers understand
authors’ intentions, tone, and subtext.

¢ Strengthens Writing Skills: Writers can choose words more deliberately to evoke desired
emotions or responses.

e Promotes Critical Thinking: Learners analyze how language shapes perception and
communication.

By incorporating a worksheet into lessons or personal study, learners move beyond rote
memorization to truly interact with language.

Components of an Effective Denotation and
Connotation Worksheet

A practical worksheet tailored to denotation and connotation should include several key elements to
maximize learning impact.

Word List with Definitions

Begin with a carefully curated list of words that have clear denotative meanings but varied
connotations. This might include synonyms with different emotional weights (e.g., “childish” vs.
“youthful”).

Contextual Sentences

Providing sentences where these words are used allows learners to see how context influences
connotation. For instance, “She is youthful” carries a positive vibe, while “He acted childish” often
has a negative tone.

Connotation Analysis Section

This portion encourages students to write down the feelings or ideas the word evokes for them. It
could be done through open-ended questions or multiple-choice options.



Comparative Exercises

Exercises that ask learners to compare words with similar denotations but different connotations
deepen understanding. For example, contrasting “slim” and “skinny” can lead to discussions about
subtle judgmental overtones.

Creative Application

Finally, some worksheets include activities like writing original sentences or short paragraphs using
selected words, emphasizing choosing words for specific connotative effects.

How to Use a Denotation and Connotation Worksheet
Effectively

Having a worksheet is just the start. To truly benefit from it, consider these tips:

Engage in Group Discussions

Talking about the emotional impact of words with peers can reveal diverse perspectives and enrich
understanding. Different cultures or backgrounds might attach unique connotations to the same
term.

Relate Words to Personal Experience

Encourage learners to connect connotations to their own feelings or memories. This personal
connection makes abstract concepts more tangible.

Practice Regularly

Like any language skill, mastering denotation and connotation requires consistent practice. Using
worksheets repeatedly with varied word lists keeps the brain sharp.

Apply in Real Reading and Writing

Challenge yourself or students to identify denotations and connotations in books, articles, or
everyday conversations. Similarly, experiment with word choices in writing assignments to influence
tone.



Examples of Denotation and Connotation Worksheet
Activities

To illustrate the practical side, here are some common types of exercises found in these worksheets:
1. Matching Exercise: Match words to their denotative definitions and then list possible
connotations.

2. Context Clues: Read sentences and decide if the word’s connotation is positive, negative, or
neutral.

3. Synonym Sorting: Group synonyms based on their connotative differences.

4. Writing Prompts: Craft sentences using words with specific connotations to convey
particular moods.

These interactive approaches not only reinforce comprehension but also make learning enjoyable.

Incorporating Technology and Digital Resources

With the rise of digital learning, many denotation and connotation worksheets are now interactive
online tools. These platforms often provide instant feedback, multimedia examples, and adaptive
difficulty levels. Exploring such resources can complement traditional worksheets and cater to
different learning styles.

Benefits of Digital Worksheets

¢ Accessibility on various devices
e Engaging multimedia elements like videos or audio
e Gamified exercises to motivate learners

e Easy tracking of progress and areas needing improvement

Using a blend of paper-based and digital worksheets can provide a richer learning experience.



Who Can Benefit Most from Denotation and
Connotation Worksheets?

While these worksheets are staples in middle and high school language arts classes, their
applications extend far beyond.

Students Learning English as a Second Language (ESL)

Nuances in word meaning can be particularly challenging for ESL learners. Worksheets help clarify
these subtle distinctions and improve fluency.

Writers and Poets

Aspiring authors can fine-tune their word choice to better evoke imagery and emotion.

Teachers and Educators

Providing structured tools like worksheets assists in lesson planning and assessment of language
comprehension.

Anyone Interested in Language

Even casual learners or enthusiasts can enjoy exploring the layers of meaning words carry.

Exploring language through a denotation and connotation worksheet opens doors to richer
communication and a deeper appreciation of words. Whether you’re reading a novel, crafting a
poem, or simply chatting with friends, understanding the power of connotation alongside denotation
enriches every interaction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a denotation and connotation
worksheet?

A denotation and connotation worksheet helps students understand the difference between the
literal meaning of a word (denotation) and the feelings or ideas associated with it (connotation).



How can a denotation and connotation worksheet improve
vocabulary skills?

By distinguishing between denotation and connotation, learners can better grasp nuances in
language, enhancing their ability to interpret texts and use words more precisely.

What types of activities are typically included in a denotation
and connotation worksheet?

Common activities include matching words to their denotations and connotations, analyzing
sentences for implied meanings, and creating examples that highlight differences between the two.

Who can benefit from using a denotation and connotation
worksheet?

Students, language learners, writers, and educators can all benefit by developing a deeper
understanding of word meanings and improving communication skills.

How does understanding connotation help in interpreting
literature?

Understanding connotation allows readers to perceive underlying emotions, tones, and cultural
associations in literature, enriching their interpretation beyond just the literal meanings.

Are denotation and connotation worksheets useful for
standardized test preparation?

Yes, many standardized tests assess vocabulary knowledge including denotation and connotation, so
practicing with worksheets can help improve test performance.

Additional Resources

Denotation and Connotation Worksheet: Enhancing Language Comprehension and Critical Thinking

denotation and connotation worksheet serves as a pivotal educational tool designed to deepen
students’ understanding of language nuances. This worksheet format emphasizes the distinction
between the literal meaning of words (denotation) and the emotional or cultural implications they
carry (connotation). In classrooms and language learning environments, such worksheets play a
crucial role in developing critical reading, writing, and interpretative skills. Their strategic use
enables learners to grasp how word choice influences tone, mood, and meaning beyond dictionary
definitions.



Understanding the Role of Denotation and Connotation
Worksheets in Language Education

Language is inherently complex, with words often bearing multiple layers of meaning. Denotation
refers to the explicit, dictionary definition of a word, while connotation encapsulates the subjective,
emotional, or cultural associations attached to it. A denotation and connotation worksheet
systematically guides learners through exercises that differentiate these two facets, fostering
analytical skills that are essential for effective communication.

Educational research underscores the importance of teaching connotation alongside denotation.
According to a study published by the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), students who
engage in connotative analysis demonstrate improved interpretive abilities and nuanced writing
styles. Worksheets dedicated to this purpose typically present a series of words, phrases, or
sentences, prompting learners to identify both the denotative meaning and the connotative
implications.

Key Features of a Denotation and Connotation Worksheet

A well-structured denotation and connotation worksheet includes several core components that
facilitate comprehension:

e Vocabulary Lists: Curated sets of words with clear denotative meanings and varied
connotative tones.

¢ Contextual Sentences: Sentences where words are embedded to highlight how context
influences connotation.

e Comparison Tasks: Exercises that ask students to compare words with similar denotations
but different connotations, such as “slim” versus “skinny.”

¢ Reflection Questions: Prompts encouraging learners to consider how word choice impacts
tone and audience perception.

e Creative Application: Sections where students rewrite sentences or compose short
paragraphs using words with different connotative effects.

These features not only clarify the theoretical distinction between denotation and connotation but
also provide practical avenues for application in both reading comprehension and writing.

Analyzing the Educational Impact and Practical Uses

The integration of denotation and connotation worksheets into curricula offers measurable benefits.



For instance, educators report that students develop heightened awareness of language subtleties,
enabling them to decode authorial intent and emotional undertones more effectively. This skill is
particularly valuable in literary studies, persuasive writing, and media literacy.

Moreover, such worksheets support differentiated learning. Visual learners benefit from charts and
side-by-side comparisons, while kinesthetic learners engage actively through sentence creation and
rewriting tasks. The adaptability of these worksheets means they can be tailored for various grade
levels, from middle school to advanced ESL classes.

Comparative Effectiveness of Worksheet Formats

Different formats of denotation and connotation worksheets cater to diverse learning objectives:

1. Fill-in-the-Blank Exercises: Help reinforce vocabulary by requiring students to insert words
based on denotative or connotative clues.

2. Matching Activities: Pair words with their correct connotations or synonyms, enhancing
recall and semantic understanding.

3. Multiple-Choice Questions: Assess comprehension of subtle differences between similar
words.

4. Short Essay Prompts: Encourage deeper reflection on how connotative language shapes
meaning and persuasion.

Educational practitioners often combine these formats within a single worksheet to maintain student
engagement and comprehensively cover the concept.

Integrating Denotation and Connotation Worksheets in
Digital Learning Environments

With the rise of digital classrooms and remote learning, the traditional worksheet has evolved into
interactive formats. Online platforms now offer denotation and connotation worksheets with instant
feedback, adaptive difficulty levels, and multimedia enhancements such as audio pronunciations and
contextual video clips.

These innovations increase accessibility and allow educators to track progress more effectively. For
example, platforms like Google Classroom and educational apps provide customizable templates for
denotation and connotation exercises, making it easier to align content with specific lesson plans or
language proficiency levels.



Pros and Cons of Digital Versus Paper-Based Worksheets

¢ Pros of Digital Worksheets:
o Immediate feedback accelerates learning.
o Interactive elements enhance engagement.

o Easy distribution and collection streamline teaching.

¢ Cons of Digital Worksheets:
o Requires reliable internet access and devices.
o Potential distractions in online environments.

o May lack the tactile benefits of handwriting for some learners.

e Pros of Paper-Based Worksheets:
o Tactile engagement aids memory retention.
o Minimal technological barriers.

o Flexibility for annotation and personalized notes.

e Cons of Paper-Based Worksheets:
o More time-consuming to distribute and collect.
o Limited interactivity and feedback.

o Environmental concerns with paper use.

Educators often balance these formats to optimize learning outcomes based on their specific
classroom dynamics and resource availability.



Enhancing Critical Thinking Through Denotation and
Connotation Exercises

Beyond vocabulary acquisition, denotation and connotation worksheets cultivate critical thinking by
prompting students to question why authors select particular words and how these choices influence
reader perception. This analytical approach is vital in evaluating persuasive texts, advertisements,
and political discourse, where connotative language can shape opinions and emotions subtly.

For example, exploring the connotative differences between “childlike” and “childish” reveals how
word choice affects tone and judgment. Worksheets that encourage such distinctions empower
students to become more discerning communicators and consumers of information.

The dynamic interplay between denotation and connotation is a cornerstone of effective language
use. By employing thoughtfully designed denotation and connotation worksheets, educators provide
learners with the tools to navigate this complexity, fostering linguistic precision and interpretive
sophistication that extend far beyond the classroom.

Denotation And Connotation Worksheet

denotation and connotation worksheet: Enjoying Literature Arlene F. Marks, 2014-06-04
Literacy: Made for All is a classroom-ready, teacher-friendly resource for English and Writing
teachers of Grades 9 through 12. Organized buffet style, it is designed to complement an existing
English curriculum by providing a tested repertoire of strategies for teaching both writing skills and
literary analysis techniques. Benefits and Features: tested and proven effective at all learning levels,
from Remedial to Pre-APprovides complete lesson plans including reproducible materials can be
implemented as is or modified to suit individual teaching styles and/or students' needseach skill,
assignment or project begins by 'teaching the teacher’, giving an inexperienced teacher the
knowledge to provide effective instruction first time out and the confidence to modify and
experiment thereaftercomprised of reading, writing, literary criticism and language-study
componentsmoves students from writing effectively to reading analytically (approaching text from
the authoring point of view), a proven, highly successful methodologycan turn any English course
into a Literacy courseextremely versatile and cost-effectivecan deepen an existing English course or
complete the framework for a new one ENJOYING LITERATURE focuses on the close reading and
analysis of prose fiction, poetry, and short nonfiction. The textcan be implemented in the classroom
alone or in tandem with the two other titles in the Literacy: Made for All Series —STORY CRAFTING
and WORDSMITHING. Also of interest for classroom teachers is the Let Them Write Series
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT: Classroom Ready Materials for Teaching Writing and Literary
Analysis Skills in Grades 4 to 8 PLOT BUILDING: Classroom Ready Materials for Teaching Writing
and Literary Analysis Skills in Grades 4 to 8 SETTING AND DESCRIPTION: Classroom Ready
Materials for Teaching Writing and Literary Analysis Skills in Grades 4 to 8

denotation and connotation worksheet: Effective Practice for Adolescents with Reading and
Literacy Challenges Lou Denti, Gilbert Guerin, 2008-01-04 This collection provides secondary
teachers with practical approaches to improving literacy and offers accounts of successful
evidence-based programs and practices that can be tailored to the needs of teachers working with
struggling readers.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Qualitative Research in Criminology Jody Miller,


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-151/denotation-and-connotation-worksheet.pdf

Wilson R. Palacios, 2017-12-02 This volume investigates the significant role qualitative research
plays in expanding and refining our understandings of crime and justice. It features seventeen
original essays that discuss the relationship between methodology and theory. The result is a
theoretically engaged volume that explores the approaches of qualitative scholars in the collection
and treatment of data in criminological scholarship.Among the key issues addressed in the volume
are methodological rigor in qualitative research; movement between method, theory building,
theoretical refinement and expansion; diversity of qualitative methodologies, from classic field
research to contemporary innovations; and considerations of the future of qualitative criminological
research.Qualitative research use has expanded rapidly in the last twenty years. This latest volume
of Advances in Criminological Theory presents a cogent appraisal of qualitative criminology and the
ways in which rigorous qualitative research contributes to theorizing about crime and justice.

denotation and connotation worksheet: AS Media Studies Philip Rayner, Peter Wall, Stephen
Kruger, 2004 In full colour throughout and featuring new case studies, this fully revised and updated
edition of the bestselling AS Media Studies: covers all aspects of Media Studies for students of the
AS and A-level media syllabus. The authors, who are experienced teachers and examiners, introduce
students step-by-step to the skills of reading media texts, and address key areas such as media
technologies, media institutions and media audiences. Individual chapters cover: introduction to
studying the media study skills reading media texts media institutions audiences and the media case
studies of newspapers, television programmes, and films research and how to do it preparing for
exams coursework and production guide. AS Media Studies: The Essential Introduction gives
students the confidence to tackle every part of an introductory media course. Its key features
include: activities for the classroom practical assignments for individual study a glossary of key
terms case studies of recent media showing how theoretical ideas can be applied in everyday
situations.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Media Studies Philip Rayner, Peter Wall, Stephen
Kruger, 2001 This text introduces pre-university students step-by-step to the skills of reading and
analysing media texts. It also explore a range of media institutions and technologies, ideologies, and
codes of practice.

denotation and connotation worksheet: AS Media Studies Peter Wall, Philip Rayner,
2016-12-05 AS Media Studies: The Essential Introduction for AQA is fully revised for the current
specification with full colour throughout, over 100 images, new case studies and examples. The
authors introduce students step-by-step to the skills of reading media texts, and address key
concepts such as genre, representation, media institutions and media audiences as well as taking
students through the tasks expected of them to pass the AQA AS Media Studies exam. The book is
supplemented with a companion website at www.asmediastudies.co.uk featuring additional activities
and resources, further new case studies such as music and sport, clear instructions on producing
different media, quizzes and tests. Areas covered include: an introduction to studying the media the
key concepts across print, broadcast and e-media media institutions audiences and the media case
studies such as Heroes, Nuts, and The Daily Mail guided textual analysis of real media on the
website and within the book research and how to do it preparing for exams a production guide and
how to respond to a brief. AS Media Studies: The Essential Introduction for AQA clearly guides
students through the course and gives them the tips they need to become proficient media
producers as well as media analysts.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Multiliteracies in World Language Education
Yuri Kumagai, Ana Lépez-Sénchez, Sujane Wu, 2015-10-05 Putting a multiliteracies framework at
the center of the world language curriculum, this volume brings together college-level curricular
innovations and classroom projects that address differences in meaning and worldviews expressed in
learners’ primary and target languages. Offering a rich understanding of languages, genres, and
modalities as socioculturally situated semiotic systems, it advocates an effective pedagogy for
developing learners’ abilities to operate between languages. Chapters showcase curricula that draw
on a multiliteracies framework and present various classroom projects that develop aspects of



multiliteracies for language learners. A discussion of the theoretical background and historical
development of the pedagogy of multiliteracies and its relevance to the field of world language
education positions this book within the broader literature on foreign language education. As
developments in globalization, accountability, and austerity challenge contemporary academia and
the current structure of world language programs, this book shows how the implementation of a
multiliteracies-based approach brings coherence to language programs, and how the framework can
help to accomplish the goals of higher education in general and of language education in particular.

denotation and connotation worksheet: The Media Teacher's Handbook Elaine Scarratt, Jon
Davison, 2012-03-15 The Media Teacher’s Handbook is an indispensible guide for all teachers, both
specialist and non-specialist, delivering Media Studies and media education in secondary schools
and colleges. It is the first text to draw together the three key elements of secondary sector teaching
in relation to media study - the theoretical, the practical and the professional - in order to support
media teachers throughout their careers: Section One: Contexts explores the history of, rationale
for, and justification of studying the media from 1900 to the present day, and considers the tensions
implicit in the subject caused by opposing views of culture. Section Two: Curriculum comprises
seven chapters that focus on studying the media from Key Stages 3 and 4 in English, through GCSE
and A Level Media Studies. It also explores approaches to teaching the Creative and Media Diploma,
media and citizenship, and practical media production. Section Three: Career Development is
designed to support those establishing and leading Media Studies departments and those who are
charged with the initial preparation and professional development of teachers. Written by experts
involved in the teaching, training and examination of Media Studies, this one-stop resource is
packed with illustrative case studies and exemplar schemes of work which can be easily adapted for
your own needs. Suggested Reading and Recommended Resources sections at the end of each
chapter list additional books, films, DVDs, groups, agencies, organisations, contact details, websites
and other materials which will support your teaching even further. The Media Teacher’s Handbook
is an essential guide to the theory, pedagogy, and practice of media education that will enable you to
teach your subject expertly and with confidence.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Reasoning and Writing Well Betty Mattix Dietsch,
Dietsch, 1999-10

denotation and connotation worksheet: Teaching & Research Aptitude Solved Papers
Vol.04 YCT Expert Team , 2023-24 NTA UGC-NET/JRF Teaching & Research Aptitude Solved Papers
Vol.04

denotation and connotation worksheet: Seventh Grade Curriculum, 1963

denotation and connotation worksheet: Teaching Radio News Sarah Onions, 2005

denotation and connotation worksheet: Teaching & Research Aptitude 92 Sets Vol.02
Solved Papers YCT Expert Team , 2023-24 NTA UGC-NET/JRF Teaching & Research Aptitude 92
Sets Vol.02

denotation and connotation worksheet: Teachers Edition Randall McCutcheon, 2001-02
Describes how to research, organize, write, and deliver different kinds of speeches and discusses
related forms of communication such as debates and oral interpretation.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Teaching Reading Comprehension P. David Pearson,
Dale D. Johnson, 1978

denotation and connotation worksheet: 50 Activities for Developing Critical Thinking
Skills Marlene Caroselli, 2010 50 training activities and self-development exercises to prepare your
personnel for international assignments, and develop better understanding of cross-cultural
communication. Compiled by a team of experts from around the world, these ready-to-use activities
have been tested and refined for a wide variety of international businesses and organizations. They
are ideal for both preparing people to work, market, negotiate, and otherwise do business with
people in Asia, Latin America, and Europe and to prepare foreign nationals for working in the U.S.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Common Core: Complex Issues in Text Linda
Armstrong, 2014-01-15 Centered around Common Core State Standards, Common Core: Complex



Issues in Text is designed to help students read both fiction and nonfiction with a critical eye,
develop reasoned opinions, and defend ideas with specific examples. Practice pages, student charts,
graphic organizers, research challenges, discussion starters, writing prompts, games, group
activities, and recommended reading lists enable students to practice: uncovering the authorOs
purpose; spotting propaganda and bias in nonfiction; sorting credible from unreliable narrators in
fiction; seeing one event from multiple points of view; building arguments for informal debates; and
using inference and connotation to discover underlying meanings. --Mark Twain Media Publishing
Company specializes in providing captivating, supplemental books and decorative resources to
complement middle- and upper-grade classrooms. Designed by leading educators, the product line
covers a range of subjects including mathematics, sciences, language arts, social studies, history,
government, fine arts, and character. Mark Twain Media also provides innovative classroom
solutions for bulletin boards and interactive whiteboards. Since 1977, Mark Twain Media has
remained a reliable source for a wide variety of engaging classroom resources.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Practical Composition Russell Brickey, Laura L.
Beadling, Evelyn Martens, 2014-07-18 For English instructors at every level, the task of producing a
worthwhile, workable plan for each class period can prove challenging. This invaluable work offers a
vast compilation of writing exercises and in-class activities collected from professors, graduate
students and lecturers from colleges and universities across the United States. Step-by-step
instructions guide teachers through class discussions and exercises on topics ranging from
invention, argumentation, formatting, thesis development and organization to rhetorical situation,
visual rhetoric, peer review and revision. From high school teachers and first-time teaching
assistants to experienced writing professors looking to enhance their courses, anyone who teaches
English will appreciate the fresh ideas found in this indispensable volume. Instructors considering
this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.

denotation and connotation worksheet: Writing Process Activities Kit Mary Lou Brandvik,
1990

denotation and connotation worksheet: Sterling Book of Effective Communication
Wasima Shehzed, 2003-10-01 Enhances the understanding and appreciation of poetry ; Develops
proficiency in oral and written skills ; Stimulates language development--Cover.
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Denotation - Wikipedia In media studies terminology, denotation is an example of the first level of
analysis: what the audience can visually see on a page. Denotation often refers to something literal,
and avoids

Denotation - Definition and Examples | LitCharts Denotation is the literal meaning, or
"dictionary definition," of a word. Denotation is defined in contrast to connotation, which is the array
of emotions and ideas suggested by a word in

DENOTATION Definition & Meaning | a word that names or signifies something specific. “Wind”
is the denotation for air in natural motion. “Poodle” is the denotation for a certain breed of dog. the
act or fact of denoting;

What is Denotation? Definition, Meaning, and Examples of Denotation The purpose of
denotation is for a word to be understood by a reader. If the word is not understood, the reader may
look this word up in order to obtain the correct meaning

DENOTATION | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary DENOTATION meaning: 1. the
main meaning of a word, not including the feelings or ideas that people may connect with the. Learn
more

Denotation: Definition and Examples - ThoughtCo Denotation definition: Denotation refers to
the direct or dictionary meaning of a word, in contrast to its figurative or associated meanings or its
connotations

Denotation: Explanation and Examples - Grammar Monster Denotation is the literal, basic
meaning of a word or expression. Denotation contrasts with connotation, which refers to the ideas or
emotions suggested by a word

Denotation - Examples and Definition of Denotation - Literary Devices Denotation is the
objective meaning of a word, with no associated emotion. Every word that has a dictionary definition
has a denotation, no matter the language or part of speech
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