a woman of no importance

**A Woman of No Importance: Exploring Identity, Social Status, and the Power of Recognition**

a woman of no importance—the phrase itself carries a weight of invisibility, marginalization, and often,
misunderstanding. It evokes images of someone overlooked, undervalued, or dismissed by society, whether
due to class, gender, or circumstance. But what does it truly mean to be "a woman of no importance"? Is it
merely a reflection of societal biases, or does it speak to broader themes of identity, self-worth, and the

human need for recognition?

In this article, we’ll unpack the layers behind this compelling phrase, exploring its origins, cultural
significance, and relevance today. Along the way, we’ll delve into the notions of social invisibility, gender
roles, and how women throughout history have grappled with—and overcome—the stigma of being

deemed unimportant.

The Origin and Cultural Context of "A Woman of No

Importance”

The phrase "a woman of no importance" gained widespread cultural recognition primarily through Oscar
Wilde’s 1893 play *A Woman of No Importance*. Wilde’s work satirizes the rigid Victorian social
hierarchy, focusing on a woman whose past and social standing cause her to be dismissed and judged
unfairly. The play critiques the hypocrisy and double standards applied to women, especially those who

don’t fit neatly into society’s expectations.

Oscar Wilde’s Satire of Victorian Society

In Wilde’s play, the titular character challenges the notion that a woman’s value is solely tied to her social
rank or adherence to moral codes. The play’s enduring popularity lies in its witty commentary on how

society often silences or marginalizes women deemed "unimportant,” despite their intrinsic worth.

This historical context helps us understand how "a woman of no importance" became a symbol for the

struggles women have faced in asserting their identity and dignity amid oppressive social norms.

Social Invisibility and the Modern Experience

Fast forward to today, and the concept of being "a woman of no importance” still resonates, though in



different forms. Social invisibility is a real issue many women face, especially those in marginalized
communities or non-traditional roles. It’s not just about being ignored; it’s about the subtle ways society

devalues certain lives and experiences.

Why Social Invisibility Matters

Social invisibility can affect mental health, self-esteem, and opportunities for advancement. Women who
feel unseen in their workplaces, communities, or families may struggle with isolation or a diminished sense

of purpose. Recognizing this phenomenon is a critical step toward fostering inclusivity and respect.

Examples from Everyday Life

- Women in caregiving roles often go unrecognized despite their critical contributions.
- Single mothers may face stereotypes that diminish their societal worth.

- Women of color encounter compounded invisibility due to both gender and racial biases.

Understanding these dynamics helps us appreciate the diverse challenges behind the label "a woman of no

importance.”

Reclaiming Identity: How Women Overcome Marginalization

While the phrase might suggest powerlessness, history and contemporary stories show how many women

have reclaimed their identities and challenged societal labels.

Voices That Shaped Change

From suffragettes to modern-day activists, countless women have refused to accept invisibility. By
speaking out, organizing, and asserting their worth, they have reshaped public perceptions and expanded

opportunities for future generations.

Everyday Acts of Empowerment

Empowerment doesn’t always require grand gestures. Small steps—like pursuing education, joining
community groups, or sharing personal stories—can help women move from feeling unimportant to being

recognized and valued.



Understanding Gender Roles and Their Impact

Gender roles have historically dictated how women are perceived and valued. The stereotype of the

"woman of no importance" often stems from outdated ideas about women’s roles in family and society.

The Burden of Traditional Expectations

Traditional gender expectations frequently confine women to domestic spheres or subordinate positions,
limiting their visibility and influence. This confinement has long contributed to the perception that some

women’s lives and contributions are less important.

Shifting Paradigms in the 21st Century

Today, these roles are evolving. Women are increasingly recognized as leaders, innovators, and change-
makers. This shift challenges the notion that any woman should be considered unimportant based on

gender or social status.

Lessons from Literature and Media

Literature, film, and art have explored the theme of "a woman of no importance" repeatedly, offering

insights into the emotional and social realities behind the phrase.

Why Stories Matter

Narratives that highlight marginalized women help broaden empathy and understanding. They allow
audiences to connect with experiences outside their own and reconsider what it means to be important or

influential.

Examples to Explore

- *A Woman of No Importance* by Oscar Wilde (play)
- *The Color Purple* by Alice Walker (novel)

- Films like *Hidden Figures* that bring overlooked women’s stories to the forefront



These works celebrate the resilience and impact of women often written off by society.

Practical Tips for Recognizing Every Woman’s Importance

How can we move beyond dismissive labels and uplift women who might feel invisible? Here are some
actionable insights:

e Listen actively: Give space for women’s voices and stories without judgment.

¢ Challenge stereotypes: Question assumptions about roles and worth based on gender or background.

¢ Celebrate achievements: Recognize contributions big and small in workplaces, families, and

communities.

¢ Support inclusivity: Advocate for policies and social norms that promote equal visibility and

opportunity.

By adopting these practices, we help dismantle the idea that anyone—especially women—should be

considered unimportant.

The Power of Recognition and Self-Worth

Ultimately, the story of "a woman of no importance" is a powerful reminder of how vital recognition is to
human dignity. When women are seen, heard, and valued, they thrive—not just individually, but as

catalysts for societal progress.

In a world still grappling with inequality, embracing every woman’s importance is a step toward a more
just and compassionate future. Whether through literature, activism, or everyday kindness, acknowledging

the worth of those once dismissed as "a woman of no importance" enriches us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the central theme of Oscar Wilde's play 'A Woman of No



Importance'?

The central theme of 'A Woman of No Importance' is the critique of Victorian society's hypocrisy,

especially regarding gender roles and the treatment of women.

Who are the main characters in 'A Woman of No Importance'?

The main characters include Mrs. Arbuthnot, Lord Illingworth, Hester Worsley, and Gerald Arbuthnot.

How does 'A Woman of No Importance' address issues of gender
inequality?
The play highlights the double standards faced by women, showcasing how society harshly judges women

for their past while excusing men, and calls for greater compassion and understanding.

‘What role does Mrs. Arbuthnot play in the plot of 'A Woman of No
Importance'?

Mrs. Arbuthnot is a woman with a hidden past who seeks to protect her son from the damaging influence

of Lord Illingworth, revealing themes of sacrifice and morality.

Why is 'A Woman of No Importance’ still relevant to modern audiences?

The play remains relevant because it challenges societal norms, explores themes of gender injustice, and

encourages reflection on morality and social hypocrisy, issues still pertinent today.

Additional Resources

A Woman of No Importance: An Enduring Examination of Social Hierarchies and Gender Roles

a woman of no importance is a phrase that resonates far beyond its literal meaning, evoking themes of social
invisibility, gender discrimination, and the intricate dynamics of class and status. Famously immortalized by
Oscar Wilde in his 1893 play of the same name, the term encapsulates a critical perspective on the
marginalization of women, particularly within Victorian society. However, its implications extend into
contemporary discourse, inviting analysis of how societal structures perpetuate the notion of women as

peripheral or undervalued figures.

This article delves into the multifaceted dimensions of "a woman of no importance,” exploring its historical
context, literary significance, and enduring relevance in discussions about gender equality and social
recognition. By examining the phrase through various lenses, we gain a more nuanced understanding of

the systemic forces that contribute to the undervaluation of women’s roles both in private and public



spheres.

Historical Context and Literary Origins

The phrase "a woman of no importance" was popularized by Oscar Wilde’s play, which critiques the rigid
social stratification and moral hypocrisy of late 19th-century England. In Wilde’s narrative, the titular
phrase refers not only to an individual woman but to a broader social commentary on how women’s worth
was often measured by their family connections and adherence to societal expectations rather than their

intrinsic qualities or achievements.

Wilde’s play is set against a backdrop of Victorian London, a society that imposed strict codes of behavior,
especially for women. The term reflects the limited visibility accorded to women who did not belong to
the upper echelons of society or conform to the era’s idealized femininity. This historical lens is essential for

understanding how the phrase has evolved into a symbol of social exclusion and gender-based invisibility.

The Social Hierarchy and Gender Roles in Victorian England

Victorian England was characterized by a hierarchical social order where class distinctions dictated
individuals’ opportunities and social standing. Women’s roles were largely confined to the domestic sphere,
with their identities closely tied to their fathers or husbands. Women who stepped outside these norms or
lacked influential connections were often dismissed or disregarded, effectively rendering them "women of

no importance" in the eyes of society.

The term also exposes the double standards prevalent in gender relations. Men’s indiscretions were often
overlooked or forgiven, whereas women faced severe repercussions for similar behaviors. This gendered

disparity in social judgment underscores the systemic marginalization encapsulated by the phrase.

Contemporary Relevance and Social Implications

Although rooted in a specific historical period, the concept of "a woman of no importance" remains
pertinent today. In modern societies worldwide, women continue to confront challenges related to
visibility, recognition, and equality. The phrase metaphorically captures the ongoing struggle against

gender bias, workplace inequality, and societal expectations that confine women’s roles.



Visibility and Representation in Modern Media and Workplaces

One of the key aspects of the phrase’s contemporary significance is the issue of visibility. Despite progress in
women’s rights, many women still experience underrepresentation in leadership roles, media portrayal,
and historical narratives. Studies indicate that women occupy less than 30% of senior management positions

globally, a statistic that echoes the marginalization implied by "a woman of no importance."

Similarly, media representation often perpetuates stereotypes or sidelines women’s achievements,
contributing to an ongoing cycle of invisibility. This lack of representation not only affects societal

perceptions but also influences young women’s aspirations and self-worth.

Gender Bias and Societal Expectations

Societal expectations continue to play a significant role in shaping perceptions of women’s importance.
Traditional gender roles, albeit evolving, still influence how women are valued in both professional and
personal contexts. The pressure to conform to specific roles—such as caregiver, homemaker, or subservient

partner—can diminish recognition of women’s diverse contributions and capabilities.

Moreover, implicit biases in workplaces and social institutions often result in unequal pay, limited career
advancement, and underappreciation of women’s skills and experiences. These systemic issues reinforce the

metaphor of women being of "no importance,” despite their critical roles in various sectors.

Analyzing Oscar Wilde’s Play: Themes and Impact

Oscar Wilde’s "A Woman of No Importance” remains a seminal work for exploring themes of morality,
gender inequality, and social hypocrisy. The play’s intricate characterizations and sharp dialogue expose the
contradictions of a society that venerates appearances yet marginalizes individuals based on gender and

social standing.

Character Study and Social Critique

The protagonist, Mrs. Arbuthnot, embodies the struggle of a woman deemed socially insignificant due to
circumstances beyond her control. Through her story, Wilde critiques the harsh judgments imposed on
women, particularly those who defy conventional roles. The play challenges audiences to reconsider

notions of importance and virtue, highlighting the superficiality and injustice in social hierarchies.



Impact on Gender Discourse and Literature

The enduring popularity of Wilde’s play underscores its relevance in gender discourse. It has inspired
numerous adaptations and scholarly examinations that reflect on the persistence of gender inequities. By
bringing the phrase "a woman of no importance” into cultural consciousness, Wilde’s work continues to

provoke critical reflection on how societies define and value women.

Broader Cultural and Sociological Perspectives

Beyond literature, the phrase "a woman of no importance" serves as a lens through which to examine
broader cultural patterns. Sociologists and gender studies experts often reference it when discussing the

intersection of gender, class, and power.

e Intersectionality: The phrase highlights how multiple identities—such as race, class, and

gender—interact to shape women’s experiences of marginalization.

e Social invisibility: It underscores the phenomenon where certain groups, particularly women in

disadvantaged positions, become socially invisible despite their contributions.

e Empowerment movements: The concept has galvanized feminist and social justice movements

aimed at recognizing and amplifying the voices of marginalized women.

These perspectives emphasize the ongoing need to challenge systems that render women invisible or

"unimportant” within societal structures.

The Path Forward: Addressing the Legacy of “A Woman of No

Importance”

Understanding the phrase "a woman of no importance" requires acknowledging the historical and
contemporary factors that contribute to women’s marginalization. Efforts to dismantle these barriers include
promoting gender equality policies, increasing representation in leadership, and fostering cultural shifts

that value women’s diverse roles.

Education and awareness are critical in transforming societal attitudes that perpetuate invisibility.

Encouraging critical engagement with works like Wilde’s play can deepen public understanding of the



systemic nature of gender bias. Moreover, supporting initiatives that empower women economically,

politically, and socially is essential to reversing the legacy encapsulated by the phrase.
In essence, the phrase "a woman of no importance” serves as a powerful reminder of the consequences of

societal neglect and the importance of recognizing every individual’s inherent worth, regardless of gender

or status.

A Woman Of No Importance

a woman of no importance: A Woman of No Importance Sonia Purnell, 2019-04-09 A NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Chosen as a BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR by NPR, the New York Public
Library, Amazon, the Seattle Times, the Washington Independent Review of Books, PopSugar, the
Minneapolis Star Tribune, BookBrowse, the Spectator, and the Times of London Winner of the
Plutarch Award for Best Biography “Excellent...This book is as riveting as any thriller, and as hard to
put down.” -- The New York Times Book Review A compelling biography of a masterful spy, and a
reminder of what can be done with a few brave people -- and a little resistance. - NPR A meticiulous
history that reads like a thriller. - Ben Macintyre A never-before-told story of Virginia Hall, the
American spy who changed the course of World War II, from the author of Clementine. In 1942, the
Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission: She is the most dangerous of all Allied spies. We must find
and destroy her. The target in their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who talked her
way into Special Operations Executive, the spy organization dubbed Winston Churchill's Ministry of
Ungentlemanly Warfare. She became the first Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines
and--despite her prosthetic leg--helped to light the flame of the French Resistance, revolutionizing
secret warfare as we know it. Virginia established vast spy networks throughout France, called
weapons and explosives down from the skies, and became a linchpin for the Resistance. Even as her
face covered wanted posters and a bounty was placed on her head, Virginia refused order after
order to evacuate. She finally escaped through a death-defying hike over the Pyrenees into Spain,
her cover blown. But she plunged back in, adamant that she had more lives to save, and led a
victorious guerilla campaign, liberating swathes of France from the Nazis after D-Day. Based on new
and extensive research, Sonia Purnell has for the first time uncovered the full secret life of Virginia
Hall--an astounding and inspiring story of heroism, spycraft, resistance, and personal triumph over
shocking adversity. A Woman of No Importance is the breathtaking story of how one woman's fierce
persistence helped win the war.

a woman of no importance: A Woman of No Importance Sonia Purnell, 2020-03-24 A NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Chosen as a BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR by NPR, the New York Public
Library, Amazon, the Seattle Times, the Washington Independent Review of Books, PopSugar, the
Minneapolis Star Tribune, BookBrowse, the Spectator, and the Times of London Winner of the
Plutarch Award for Best Biography “Excellent...This book is as riveting as any thriller, and as hard to
put down.” -- The New York Times Book Review A compelling biography of a masterful spy, and a
reminder of what can be done with a few brave people -- and a little resistance. - NPR A meticiulous
history that reads like a thriller. - Ben Macintyre A never-before-told story of Virginia Hall, the
American spy who changed the course of World War II, from the author of Clementine. In 1942, the
Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission: She is the most dangerous of all Allied spies. We must find
and destroy her. The target in their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who talked her
way into Special Operations Executive, the spy organization dubbed Winston Churchill's Ministry of
Ungentlemanly Warfare. She became the first Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines
and--despite her prosthetic leg--helped to light the flame of the French Resistance, revolutionizing
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secret warfare as we know it. Virginia established vast spy networks throughout France, called
weapons and explosives down from the skies, and became a linchpin for the Resistance. Even as her
face covered wanted posters and a bounty was placed on her head, Virginia refused order after
order to evacuate. She finally escaped through a death-defying hike over the Pyrenees into Spain,
her cover blown. But she plunged back in, adamant that she had more lives to save, and led a
victorious guerilla campaign, liberating swathes of France from the Nazis after D-Day. Based on new
and extensive research, Sonia Purnell has for the first time uncovered the full secret life of Virginia
Hall--an astounding and inspiring story of heroism, spycraft, resistance, and personal triumph over
shocking adversity. A Woman of No Importance is the breathtaking story of how one woman's fierce
persistence helped win the war.

a woman of no importance: A Woman Of No Importance Kate Konopicky, 2011-08-31 If
there's one thing that everyone has an opinion about it's how to bring up a child - especially your
child. Kate Konopicky found herself an embattled mother, knowing that however hard she worked
everything was wrong. If she went back to full-time employment she was neglecting her child. If she
stayed at home the child would be clingy and shy. So, she became a combination of teacher, nurse,
nutritionist, psychologist, entertainer and mind reader. She didn't get weekends off and never
phoned in sick when she wanted a lie-in. The boss was illogical, demanding, incapable of
undertaking the simplest task. Yes, we've all had jobs like that but at least we got paid for them.
Kate Konopicky is an anarchic voice in the face of regimented parenting books. With brilliant
humour, she'll make you believe you're not a failure when your fairy cakes don't rise, and you'll
slowly come to realise that you may not be perfect but that you are doing your best. 'A wildly
irreverent look at the parenting game. This riotous look back over her first five years of motherhood
will come as a relief to imperfect parents everywhere - in other words, to all parents.' You Magazine

a woman of no importance: Lady Windermere's fan. A woman of no importance Oscar
Wilde, 1909

a woman of no importance: A woman of no importance; An ideal husband Oscar Wilde, 1907

a woman of no importance: Recollections and Reflections by a Woman of No Importance Mrs.
Stuart Menzies, 1922

a woman of no importance: Further Indiscretions by a Woman of No Importance Mrs
Stuart Menzies, 2009-12-01 Facsimile reprint of Further Indiscretions, 1918 edition.

a woman of no importance: Oscar Wilde Karl Beckson, 2003-09-02 This set comprises 40
volumes covering 19th and 20th century European and American authors. These volumes will be
available as a complete set, mini boxed sets (by theme) or as individual volumes. This second set
compliments the first 68 volume set of Critical Heritage published by Routledge in October 1995.

a woman of no importance: The Wisdom of Oscar Wilde Philosophical Library, 2010-09-07
DIVDIVA comprehensive selection of his quips, aphorisms, and wit/div One of the most well known
personalities of his day, Oscar Wilde charmed and beguiled readers and audiences with his eloquent
and biting observations, his smart quips, and the witticisms peppering his own speech and the
speech of his characters. The Wisdom of Oscar Wilde collects both his best-loved quotes and longer
excerpts, revealing a man wise to human nature and his times, and never shy with his searing
comments on men, women, art, behavior, children, politics, youth, and a range of other topics.
Drawing from his plays, articles, reviews, speeches, letters, and other works, this definitive volume
is an entertaining immersion into the world of this charming genius. DIV /div /div

a woman of no importance: Oscar Wilde E.H. Mikhail, 1978-06-17

a woman of no importance: The Wisdom of Oscar Wilde Oscar Wilde, 1906

a woman of no importance: The Wordsworth Dictionary of Quotations Connie Robertson, 1998
Quotations have exercised a particular fascination for humanity since the birth of recorded language
and their potency in the age of the soundbite is stronger than ever. We revel in quotations, compete
to know them, love them, hate them and inscribe them in books and on buildings, and this freshly
revised and updated dictionary includes a wealth of new material among its 13,000 familiar, serious,
outrageous, witty and thought-provoking entries.The Wordsworth Dictionary of Quotations is an



essential work of reference for every writer, journalist and speech-maker, as well as being a
treasure-trove for the browser and the simply curious. From the Roman poet Ovid's observation that
'Tudgement of beauty can er, what with the wine and the dark' to Oscar Wilde's that 'Experience is
the name everyone gives to their mistakes', there is a wide diversity of sayings to add spice to our
conversation and enrich our daily lives. The book is alphabetically arranged by author and indexed
by keyword for ease of use.

a woman of no importance: Oscar Wilde in the 1990s Melissa Knox, 2001 An examination of
the most significant literary criticism on Wilde at the turn of the century. In 1891, Oscar Wilde
defined 'the highest criticism' as 'the record of one's own soul, and insisted that only by 'intensifying
his own personality' could the critic interpret the personality and work of others. This book
exploreswhat Wilde meant by that statement, arguing that it provides the best standard for judging
literary criticism about Wilde a century after his death. Melissa Knox examines a range of Wilde
criticism in English -- including the work of Lawrence Danson, Michael Patrick Gillespie, Ed Cohen,
and Julia Prewitt Brown. Applying Wilde's standards to his critics, Knox discovers that the best of
them take to heart Wilde's idea of the aim of criticism -- 'to see theobject as in itself it really is not.'
By this, Wilde appreciates Walter Pater's profound observation that everyone sees through a 'thick
wall of personality' and that, therefore, objectivity as conceived by Matthew Arnold does not exist.
Admiring Pater, Wilde became a prophet for Freud, his exact contemporary. Their intellectual
sympathies, made obvious in Knox's exegesis, help to make the case for Wilde as a modern, not a
Victorian. Melissa Knox's book Oscar Wilde: A Long and Lovely Suicide was published in 1994. She
teaches at the University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany.

a woman of no importance: The Oxford Handbook of Oscar Wilde , 2025-09-09 The Oxford
Handbook of Oscar Wilde puts Wilde the Icon into an expansive literary and dramatic context. It
offers a readable guide to Wilde studies for the early twenty-first century. Its chapters reflect Wilde's
status as a queer writer while filling in the gaps that this focus have left and looking forward to the
next generation of critical studies on Wilde. It is designed to appeal to students and those with a
general interest in Wilde, as well as professional academics. Its comprehensive discussions of his
writings show how these interact with, and transfigure, both their age and his life, while providing
readers with clear and extensive suggestions on approaches to reading, thinking, and writing about
them. It is organized in four sections: Places, Works, Intellectual Contexts, and Reception. The first
section on Places tells the story of Wilde's life and intellectual evolution through the places that
defined its contours: Dublin, Oxford, London, America, France, and Italy. The second section on
Wilde's Works provides new and in-depth directions to close reading Wilde's writing, with generative
ideas on the development, style, structure, and significance of each of his major works. The section
on Intellectual Contexts brings together chapters on the main ideas and cultures of thought that
shaped Wilde's thinking, from late-nineteenth century sexuality and fashion to the ancient world and
Charles Darwin's theory of evolution. The final section on Reception focuses on the central
categories in which Wilde's works and life have been read and influenced cultural movements since
his death. Wilde's afterlife has been vibrant and chapters in this section include discussions of how
he influenced camp and pop, alongside the contentious textual history of his works.

a woman of no importance: The Quote Verifier Ralph Keyes, 2007-04-01 Our language is full
of hundreds of quotations that are often cited but seldom confirmed. Ralph Keyes's The Quote
Verifier considers not only classic misquotes such as Nice guys finish last, and Play it again, Sam,
but more surprising ones such as Ain't I a woman? and Golf is a good walk spoiled, as well as the
origins of popular sayings such as The opera ain't over till the fat lady sings, No one washes a rented
car, and Make my day. Keyes's in-depth research routinely confounds widespread assumptions about
who said what, where, and when. Organized in easy-to-access dictionary form, The Quote Verifier
also contains special sections highlighting commonly misquoted people and genres, such as Yogi
Berra and Oscar Wilde, famous last words, and misremembered movie lines. An invaluable resource
for not just those with a professional need to quote accurately, but anyone at all who is interested in
the roots of words and phrases, The Quote Verifier is not only a fascinating piece of literary



sleuthing, but also a great read.

a woman of no importance: Lady Windermere's Fan Oscar Wilde, 2014-03-24 'My own
business always bores me to death; I prefer other people's' Lady Windermere has a happy marriage -
or, at least, that's what she believes until one of London society's gossips, the Duchess of Berwick,
arrives with her daughter to voice her suspicions about an affair Lord Windermere appears to be
having. It's not just the Duchess who has evidence, however. Windermere's private bank book shows
that he's been giving large sums of money to a 'Mrs Erlynne' - on frequent occasions - and he himself
even admits to seeing much of the woman. To add insult to injury, Windermere insists that Mrs
Erlynne is invited to the ball that is being held for Lady Windermere's birthday. Employing the witty
dialogue, social satire and outrageous paradox for which he is still remembered, Wilde's play shows
us the destructiveness of gossip and superficial judgement, examines the ambiguous sexual morality
and gender politics at the heart of the British ruling class, while simultaneously challenging our
perceptions of what constitutes a 'good woman'. This student edition contains a fully annotated
version of the playtext. The introduction includes an account of Wilde's life and a detailed analysis of
Lady Windermere's Fan as well as its stage history. Ian Small is Professor of English Literature at
the University of Birmingham. He is the author of a number of critical studies on Wilde and has
edited several of Wilde's works, including a scholarly edition of Wilde's second society comedy, A
Woman of No Importance, also published in the New Mermaids series.

a woman of no importance: Oscar Wilde's Wit and Wisdom Oscar Wilde, 2012-03-01 Amusing,
thought-provoking epigrams, aphorisms, and other jests from the plays, essays, and lively
conversation of Oscar Wilde offer a feast of humorous and profound quips. Nearly 400 quotes.

a woman of no importance: Comedy on Stage and Screen Wieland Schwanebeck, 2022-09-26
This book introduces readers to the genre of comedy, both on the stage and on the screen. It
chronicles the history of comedy, starting with Ancient Greece, before summarising key chapters in
Anglophone literary history, such as Shakespearean comedy, Restoration comedy, and Theatre of the
Absurd. The book features an overview of key comic techniques (including slapstick, puns, and wit),
as well as concise summaries of major theoretical debates (including the superiority theory and the
Freudian account of laughter). The book works with many examples from the history of Anglophone
comedy, including Oscar Wilde, Monty Python, and classic sitcoms. It addresses current research
into cringe humour and the controversial topic of diversity in the field of comedy, and it connects
classical tropes of comedy (like the fool or the marriage plot) to present-day examples. The book
thus serves as an up-to-date study guide for everyone interested in comedy and its various
subgenres.

a woman of no importance: Bartlett's Familiar Quotations Geoffrey O'Brien, 2022-10-25 From
ancient Egypt to today, enjoy a sweeping survey of world history through its most memorable words
in this completely revised and updated nineteenth edition. More than 150 years after its initial
publication, Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations now enters its nineteenth edition. First compiled by John
Bartlett, a bookseller in Cambridge, Massachusetts, as a commonplace book of only 258 pages, the
original 1855 edition mainly featured selections from the Bible, Shakespeare, and the great English
poets. Today, Bartlett’s includes more than 20,000 quotes from roughly 4,000 contributors.
Spanning centuries of thought and culture, it remains the finest and most popular compendium of
quotations ever assembled. While continuing to draw on timeless classical references, this edition
also incorporates more than 3,000 new quotes from more than 700 new sources, including Alison
Bechdel, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Pope Francis, Atul Gawande, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Hilary Mantel,
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Claudia Rankine, Fred Rogers, Bernie Sanders, Patti Smith, and Malala
Yousafzai. Bartlett’s showcases the thoughts not only of renowned figures from the arts, literature,
politics, science, sports, and business, but also of otherwise unknown individuals whose
thought-provoking ideas have moved, unsettled, or inspired readers and listeners throughout the
ages. Bartlett’s makes searching for the perfect quote easy in three ways: alphabetically by author,
chronologically by the author’s birth date, or thematically by subject. Whether one is searching for
appropriate remarks for a celebration, comforting thoughts for a serious occasion, or simply to




answer the question “Who said that?” Bartlett’s offers readers and scholars alike a stunning treasury
of words that have influenced

a woman of no importance: Oscar Wilde in Quotation Tweed Conrad, 2014-12-24 He had that
rarest of all things, common sense. And in the case of Oscar Wilde he also had a gift for delivering
this common sense in sometimes pithy but always memorable statements. One of the world's most
unforgettable authors, Oscar Wilde had a comment for any and every occasion, many of which are
quoted here. From art and actors to vice and virtue, this volume organizes 3109 Oscar Wilde
quotations by subject matter, effectively providing a new way to enjoy Wilde's considerable literary
legacy. Quotations are taken from Wilde's works, including The Importance of Being Earnest and
The Picture of Dorian Gray, his correspondence, magazine articles and newspaper editorials. Some,
which are otherwise not immediately verifiable, are garnered from reliable secondary sources.
Sixty-seven chapters deal with topics as varied as death, domesticity, friends and enemies, with the
source of each quote duly noted. The work, a fascinating read of Wilde's acute observations, is
indexed.
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