what it takes richard ben cramer

What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer: A Deep Dive into a Masterful Biography and Its Lessons

what it takes richard ben cramer immediately evokes the image of a powerful, immersive
narrative that goes beyond the surface of political biography. Richard Ben Cramer’s seminal work,
*What It Takes: The Way to the White House*, is not just a book about presidential candidates; it's a
masterclass in storytelling, human complexity, and the grit behind political ambition. For anyone
fascinated by politics, biography, or the art of narrative nonfiction, understanding what it takes
Richard Ben Cramer to craft such a monumental work offers valuable insights into both the subject
matter and the craft itself.

The Genesis of What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer

Richard Ben Cramer was a journalist renowned for his meticulous reporting and rich prose style long
before he embarked on writing *What It Takes*. The book, published in 1992, chronicles the lives and
campaigns of six candidates who sought the 1988 U.S. presidential nomination. What sets this
biography apart is Cramer’s dedication to capturing the full humanity of these figures, going beyond
their political personas to reveal their fears, motivations, and personal histories.

When people ask about what it takes Richard Ben Cramer to write such a book, the answer lies in his
unparalleled commitment to research and his relentless pursuit of the truth. Cramer spent years
conducting extensive interviews, often spending nights with candidates and their families, blending
journalism with deep narrative storytelling. His approach involved more than just facts; he wanted to
understand the emotional and psychological dimensions that drive people to seek the highest office in
the land.

The Candidates and the Stories Behind the Campaigns

The six candidates profiled in *What It Takes* include George H.W. Bush, Bob Dole, Joe Biden, Michael
Dukakis, Gary Hart, and Dick Gephardt. Each chapter dives into their backgrounds, providing readers
with a nuanced view of what shaped these individuals. Cramer’s ability to weave these stories
together highlights the sheer diversity of paths and personalities in presidential politics,
demonstrating that there’s no single blueprint for success.

This multifaceted portrayal helps readers grasp the complexities behind political ambition. It's not just
about policies or speeches; it's about the sacrifices, the doubts, and the sheer perseverance that
define a candidate’s journey. In exploring these lives, Cramer shows what it truly takes to stand in the
national spotlight and compete for the presidency.

The Craftsmanship Behind What It Takes Richard Ben



Cramer

Writing a long-form biography like *What It Takes* requires a rare blend of skills—rigorous reporting,
narrative flair, psychological insight, and, most importantly, patience. Cramer was known for his
ability to humanize political figures, turning them from distant icons into relatable, sometimes flawed,
individuals.

Immersive Research and Interview Techniques

One of the distinguishing features of Cramer’s work is his immersive research process. He didn’t just
skim the surface; he embedded himself into the campaigns, often shadowing candidates and their
teams. This firsthand observation added authenticity and immediacy to his writing.

Moreover, Cramer’s interview style was empathetic yet probing. He sought to understand not just
what candidates thought but why they thought it. This psychological depth is a hallmark of his
reporting style and a critical element in what it takes Richard Ben Cramer to write such compelling
political biographies.

Mastering Narrative Nonfiction

Another key aspect of Cramer’s craftsmanship is his storytelling ability. He wrote with vivid detail,
incorporating scenes and dialogues that brought events and characters to life. This approach changed
the way political biographies were written, moving away from dry recitations to dynamic, novelistic
accounts.

By blending narrative techniques with factual reporting, Cramer set a new standard for political
writing. Aspiring writers and journalists can learn much from his work about balancing accuracy with
engaging prose, a skill that is essential for impactful long-form journalism.

Lessons from What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer for
Aspiring Writers and Political Enthusiasts

The legacy of *What It Takes* extends beyond its subject matter. It offers practical lessons for anyone
interested in politics, biography, or storytelling.

Understanding the Human Element in Politics

Politics often feels distant and abstract, dominated by polls, soundbites, and strategy. Cramer’s work
reminds us that behind every campaign is a person with fears, hopes, and vulnerabilities. Recognizing
this human element fosters empathy and a deeper appreciation for the sacrifices involved in public
service.



The Importance of Patience and Persistence

Cramer’s years-long commitment to researching and writing *What It Takes* underscores the value of
patience. Big projects demand time and dedication, and rushing often compromises quality. For
writers, journalists, and even political operatives, this lesson in persistence is invaluable.

Embracing Complexity and Nuance

One of the strengths of Cramer’s biography is its refusal to oversimplify. Political figures are shown as
complex and sometimes contradictory, which reflects real life more accurately than black-and-white
portrayals. Embracing this complexity leads to richer storytelling and a more informed understanding
of politics.

Why What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer Remains
Relevant Today

Decades after its publication, *What It Takes* continues to resonate for several reasons. The political
landscape may have evolved, but the core dynamics of ambition, character, and resilience remain
unchanged. Readers and political observers find in Cramer’s work a timeless exploration of leadership
and the human cost of chasing power.

In an era dominated by quick news cycles and social media soundbites, Cramer’s deep dive reminds
us of the value of slow journalism—taking the time to understand context and complexity. This
approach enriches public discourse and offers lessons not just for politics but for any field where
understanding people matters.

Whether you are a student of political science, an aspiring biographer, or simply a curious reader,
exploring what it takes Richard Ben Cramer to write *What It Takes* offers inspiration and a blueprint
for thoughtful, immersive storytelling. His work stands as a testament to the power of narrative to
illuminate the intricate dance of ambition and humanity behind the pursuit of the American
presidency.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Richard Ben Cramer, the author of 'What It Takes'?

Richard Ben Cramer was an American journalist and author, best known for his detailed and insightful
political biographies, including 'What It Takes,' which profiles the candidates of the 1988 U.S.
presidential election.

What is the main focus of Richard Ben Cramer's book 'What It



Takes'?

'What It Takes' focuses on the 1988 U.S. presidential election, providing in-depth profiles of the
candidates including George H.W. Bush, Bob Dole, Michael Dukakis, and others, exploring their
backgrounds, motivations, and campaigns.

Why is 'What It Takes' by Richard Ben Cramer considered a
significant political book?

The book is considered significant because of its exhaustive research, compelling narrative style, and
deep psychological insight into the candidates, offering an unparalleled look at the personal and
political lives of those who seek the presidency.

How did Richard Ben Cramer conduct research for 'What It
Takes'?

Cramer spent several years conducting interviews, attending campaign events, and gathering
extensive background information to create a comprehensive and nuanced portrait of the 1988
presidential candidates.

What themes are explored in 'What It Takes' by Richard Ben
Cramer?

Themes include ambition, power, leadership, the American political system, personal sacrifice, and
the human qualities that drive individuals to seek the presidency.

Is 'What It Takes' by Richard Ben Cramer relevant for
understanding modern politics?

Yes, the book offers timeless insights into the nature of political ambition and the complexities of
presidential campaigns, which remain relevant for understanding modern political dynamics.

What writing style does Richard Ben Cramer use in ‘What It
Takes'?

Cramer employs a narrative nonfiction style, combining detailed reporting with vivid storytelling that
brings the candidates and their experiences to life.

Has 'What It Takes' influenced other political writers or
journalists?

Yes, many political journalists and authors cite 'What It Takes' as a landmark work that set a high
standard for political biography and campaign reporting.



Where can one find or purchase Richard Ben Cramer's ‘What It
Takes'?

The book is available in most major bookstores, online retailers such as Amazon, and in many public
and university libraries.

Additional Resources

What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer: An In-Depth Examination of the Author’s Masterpiece

what it takes richard ben cramer is a phrase that resonates deeply within political journalism and
biographical literature. Richard Ben Cramer’s seminal work, "What It Takes: The Way to the White
House," remains a benchmark for political biographies, offering an unparalleled exploration of the
1988 U.S. presidential election. This exhaustive narrative not only chronicles the personal and
professional struggles of the candidates but also dissects the intricate dynamics of American political
culture. Understanding what it takes richard ben cramer encapsulates involves delving into his
meticulous research methods, narrative style, and the profound impact his work has had on political
reporting.

What It Takes: A Landmark in Political Biography

Published in 1992, "What It Takes" stands out as a monumental achievement in political literature.
Unlike traditional campaign coverage, Cramer’s approach is deeply immersive, focusing on the human
elements behind the political fagade. The book profiles key figures such as George H. W. Bush, Bob
Dole, Michael Dukakis, and Joe Biden, providing readers with an intimate look at the ambitions,
vulnerabilities, and strategies that defined their bids for the presidency.

Cramer’s commitment to detail is evident in the sheer scope of his research. He reportedly conducted
over 1,000 interviews and spent years tracking the candidates’ lives and campaigns. The result is a
layered narrative that blends biography with political analysis, revealing not only what it takes richard
ben cramer to document history but also what it takes for candidates to aspire to the highest office in
the United States.

The Research Methodology Behind "What It Takes"

One of the most striking features of Cramer’s work is the depth of his investigative process. His
methodology involved:

e Extensive Interviews: Engaging with candidates, family members, aides, and political
adversaries to gather diverse perspectives.

e On-the-Ground Reporting: Following candidates through the campaign trail to capture real-
time emotions and decisions.



e Archival Exploration: Utilizing documents, speeches, and internal memos to corroborate and
enrich the narrative.

This rigorous approach allowed Cramer to present a comprehensive and nuanced picture of political
life, capturing the complexities that simplistic campaign summaries often overlook.

Narrative Style and Its Impact on Political Journalism

Richard Ben Cramer’s narrative style in "What It Takes" is both literary and journalistic, blending the
immediacy of reportage with the depth of character study. His prose avoids partisan bias, instead
focusing on the human drama and psychological dimensions of the candidates. This technique has
influenced subsequent political biographies and long-form journalism by setting a high standard for
storytelling and factual integrity.

The book’s long-form format—spanning over 900 pages—allows for an exhaustive exploration of each
candidate’s background, motivations, and campaign strategies. Cramer’s ability to weave historical
context with personal anecdotes offers readers an engaging yet informative experience, which is
crucial when discussing what it takes richard ben cramer to craft such an enduring work.

Legacy and Relevance in Contemporary Politics

Even decades after its publication, "What It Takes" remains highly relevant in understanding
American electoral politics. The book’s themes—ambition, resilience, and the interplay between
personal character and public perception—continue to resonate in today’s political climate. For
scholars, journalists, and political enthusiasts, Cramer’s work provides a foundational text for
examining how presidential campaigns are waged and how candidates navigate the immense
pressures of public life.

Moreover, "What It Takes" serves as a benchmark for political reporting standards, emphasizing the
importance of deep research and storytelling. In an age dominated by fast news cycles and social

media soundbites, Cramer’s meticulous approach reminds readers and writers alike that
comprehensive, narrative-driven journalism offers insights that surface-level coverage cannot match.

Comparisons with Other Political Biographies

When assessing what it takes richard ben cramer to produce a work of this caliber, it is useful to
compare "What It Takes" with other renowned political biographies:

* Robert Caro’s "The Years of Lyndon Johnson": Like Cramer, Caro delves deeply into his
subject’s life, though with a more historical and policy-driven approach.

e David Maraniss’s "First in His Class" (about Bill Clinton): Emphasizes psychological and



social background similarly but is narrower in scope.

¢ Jon Meacham'’s biographies: Offer polished narratives with a focus on leadership qualities,
though generally less exhaustive in campaign detail.

Cramer’s book distinguishes itself through its unparalleled campaign trail immersion and narrative
breadth, attributes essential to understanding what it takes richard ben cramer to capture the full
spectrum of a presidential race.

Pros and Cons of Cramer’s Approach

¢ Pros:
o Unmatched depth and detail provide a rich understanding of candidates and campaigns.
o Engaging narrative style makes complex political processes accessible.

o Balanced portrayal avoids partisan bias, enhancing credibility.

e Cons:
o The length and density may be daunting for casual readers.
o Focus on the 1988 election limits direct applicability to other political eras.

o Highly detailed personal profiles may overshadow broader political analysis for some
readers.

These factors illustrate the trade-offs involved in crafting a work like "What It Takes," reflecting the
dedication and challenges Richard Ben Cramer faced in producing such a comprehensive political
narrative.

Understanding the Enduring Appeal

The enduring appeal of "What It Takes" lies in its timeless exploration of ambition and character
within the crucible of national politics. Richard Ben Cramer’s ability to humanize political figures
transforms the book from a simple campaign chronicle into a profound study of leadership,
perseverance, and the American democratic experiment. This depth, combined with an investigative
rigor, defines what it takes richard ben cramer to create literature that transcends its immediate



subject matter.

For anyone seeking to understand the multifaceted nature of presidential politics or the craft of
political biography, Cramer’s work remains an indispensable resource. The book’s influence continues
to inform how journalists and historians approach political storytelling, underscoring the value of
patience, empathy, and relentless inquiry.

In the broader landscape of political literature, "What It Takes" invites readers to reconsider the
complexity behind every political campaign and the personal journeys that shape history. This
relevance, decades after its initial release, is a testament to Richard Ben Cramer’s skill and vision as a
writer and journalist.

What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer

what it takes richard ben cramer: What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer, 2011-08-02 Before
Game Change there was What It Takes, a ride along the 1988 campaign trail and “possibly the best
[book] ever written about an American election” (NPR). Written by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
and New York Times-bestselling author Richard Ben Cramer, What It Takes is “a perfect-pitch
rendering of the emotions, the intensity, the anguish, and the emptiness of what may have been the
last normal two-party campaign in American history” (Time). An up-close, in-depth look at six
candidates—George H. W. “Poppy” Bush, Bob Dole, Joe Biden, Michael Dukakis, Richard Gephardt,
and Gary Hart—this account of the 1988 US presidential campaign explores a unique moment in
history, with details on everything from Bush at the Astrodome to Hart’s Donna Rice scandal.
Cramer also addresses the question we find ourselves pondering every four years: How do
presumably ordinary people acquire that mixture of ambition, stamina, and pure shamelessness that
allows them to throw their hat in the ring as a candidate for leadership of the free world?
Exhaustively researched from thousands of hours of interviews, What It Takes creates powerful
portraits of these Republican and Democratic contenders, and the consultants, donors, journalists,
handlers, and hangers-on who surround them, as they meet, greet, and strategize their way through
primary season chasing the nomination, resulting in “a hipped-up amalgam of Teddy White, Tom
Wolfe, and Norman Mailer” (Los Angeles Times Book Review). With timeless insight that helps us
understand the current state of the nation, this “ultimate insider’s book on presidential politics”
explores what helps these people survive, what makes them prosper, what drives them, and
ultimately, what drives our government—human beings, in all their flawed glory (San Francisco
Chronicle).

what it takes richard ben cramer: What It Takes P Cramer, Richard Ben Cramer,
1994-05-31

what it takes richard ben cramer: The Art of Fact Kevin Kerrane, Ben Yagoda, 1998-08-03 A
comprehensive and illuminating survey of literary journalism with both historical and international
scope, this anthology is the only one of its kind. In a series of sparkling readings, Kevin Kerrane and
Ben Yagoda trace the evolution of the so-called new journalism back to the 18th century.

what it takes richard ben cramer: Bob Dole Richard Ben Cramer, 1995 Cramer penetrates
Bob Dole's legendary reserve to decipher the enigma of his character and the vicissitudes of his
career. Dole loyally served four Republican presidents--including one who treated him shabbily and
another whose policies he often questioned--and has survived Congress for 35 years. Bob Dole is an
invaluable barometer not only to Dole himself, but to American politi cs as a whole.

what it takes richard ben cramer: The Gospel According to the Fix Chris Cillizza, 2012-07-10
A divine guide to deciphering the sinful world of American politics, from the author of the



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/what-it-takes-richard-ben-cramer.pdf

Washington Post's The Fix The political world is full of acronyms, shortcuts, and lingoes that stand
as a barrier to entry for anyone not in the business. The onset of social media has only made that
barrier higher, as insiders tweet furiously to one another in a language most of us can't even
understand. Everyday Americans and even political junkies need a how-to manual for understanding
what words matter in this arena and why. Enter Brother Chris Cillizza and The Gospel According to
the Fix--an essential guide to the wonderfully odd religion of politics. Based on his highly popular
blog, The Gospel According to the Fix will teach you something new about politics, no matter who
you are and whom you know. In our torturous political climate, this Gospel is the one true source for
comprehending what the heck is going on in DC. Chapter and verse, this political Gospel will include
parables the likes of: * Why Ron Paul’s candidacy is a lot like the TV show Friday Night Lights ¢
What it takes to be Richard Ben Cramer and write the political classic What It Takes ¢ The top ten
negative campaign ads of all time ¢ The top ten issues candidates should be discussing but aren’t
because of the economy ¢ The dos and don’ts of surviving a political sex scandal

what it takes richard ben cramer: Who's Afraid of ...? Marion Gymnich, 2012 Fear in its many
facets appears to constitute an intriguing and compelling subject matter for writers and
screenwriters alike. The contributions address fictional representations and explorations of fear in
different genres and different periods of literary and cultural history. The topics include
representations of political violence and political fear in English Renaissance culture and literature;
dramatic representations of fear and anxiety in English Romanticism; the dramatic monologue as an
expression of fears in Victorian society; cultural constructions of fear and empathy in George Eliot's
Daniel Deronda (1876) and Jonathan Nasaw's Fear Itself (2003); facets of children's fears in
twentieth- and twenty-first-century stream-of-consciousness fiction; the representation of fear in war
movies; the cultural function of horror film remakes; the expulsion of fear in Kazuo Ishiguro's novel
Never Let Me Go and fear and nostalgia in Mohsin Hamid's post-9/11 novel The Reluctant
Fundamentalist.

what it takes richard ben cramer: The Boy Who Could Change the World Aaron Swartz,
2016-02-01 In January 2013, Aaron Swartz, under arrest and threatened with thirty-five years of
imprisonment for downloading material from the JSTOR database, committed suicide. He was
twenty-six years old. But in that time he had changed the world we live in: reshaping the Internet,
questioning our assumptions about intellectual property, and creating some of the tools we use in
our daily online lives. Besides being a technical genius and a passionate activist, he was also an
insightful, compelling, and cutting critic of the politics of the Web. In this collection of his writings
that spans over a decade he shows his passion for and in-depth knowledge of intellectual property,
copyright, and the architecture of the Internet. The Boy Who Could Change the World contains the
life's work of one of the most original minds of our time.

what it takes richard ben cramer: The Zen of Listening Rebecca Z Shafir, 2012-12-20 TV,
radio, traffic, telephones, pagers - our minds are bombarded daily by constant noise and clutter. No
wonder so many people find it increasingly difficult to listen and comprehend. Simple pieces of
information such as names go in one ear and out the other. Poor listening may have tragic
consequences such as the Challenger disaster and the Potomac River crash of 1982, or it can result
in smaller tragedies such as lost promotions, stalled marriages, and troubled children. Rebecca
Shafir assures us that we can transform every aspect of our lives, simply by relearning how to listen.
The Zen of Listening is grounded in the Zen concept of mindfulness, a simple yet profound way of
learning how to filter our distractions and be totally in the present. Rather than a list of tricks, this
book is an all-encompassing approach allowing you to transform your life. Readers will be amazed at
how simply learning to focus intently on a speaker improves the relationship, increases attention
span, and helps develop negotiating skills. Learn the great barricades of misunderstanding, find out
how to listen to ourselves, discover how to listen under stress, and boost our memory. This is a fun
and practical guide filled with simple strategies to use immediately to enjoy our personal and
professional lives to the fullest.

what it takes richard ben cramer: The Liberals' Moment Bruce Miroff, 2009 Revisits the



largely forgotten story of how the McGovern campaign represented the zenith of sixties-style
liberalism, and how its historic defeat still haunts Democrats to this day--and in the process
identifies what Democrats must do before they can reassume their role as agents of progressive
change.

what it takes richard ben cramer: 1978-1989 Heinz-Dietrich Fischer, 2020-01-20 No detailed
description available for 1978-1989.

what it takes richard ben cramer: Deadline Artists—Scandals, Tragedies & Triumphs
John Avlon, Jesse Angelo, Errol Louis, 2012-11-21 An anthology of newspaper columns from the 19th
century to the present—“engaging eyewitness pieces [that] elicit admiration, wonder and gasps of
surprise” (Kirkus Reviews). Deadline Artists: America’s Greatest Newspaper Columns drew together
some of the finest examples of America’s greatest unsung literary form: the newspaper column. In
this new Deadline Artists collection, some of America’s greatest journalists take on the stories of
scandal, tragedy, triumph, and tribute that have defined the spirit of their age. This is history written
in the present tense, offering high drama and enduring wisdom. Walk with Jack London in the
aftermath of the San Francisco earthquake or grieve with Walt Whitman over the assassination of
Abraham Lincoln. Watch as Watergate unfolds, sex scandals explode, the Twin Towers collapse, and
winning home runs capture the thrill of a comeback capped with a World Series victory.
Contributors include: Jack London, H.L. Mencken, Dorothy Thompson, Richard Wright, Damon
Runyon, Shirley Povich, Murray Kempton, Mike Ryoko, Ruben Salazar, Mary McGrory, Mike
Barnicle, Molly Ivins, Pete Hamill, Carl Hiaasen, Nicholas Kristof, Leonard Pitts, Steve Lopez, Peggy
Noonan, and Mitch Albom.

what it takes richard ben cramer: Rush Limbaugh is a Big Fat Idiot and Other Observations
Al Franken, 1999 Move over P.J. O'Rourke! From Al Franken, America's premier liberal satirist,
comes a hilarious homage to the wonderful, awful, and always absurd American political process
that skewers a whole new crop of presidential hopefuls--just in time for the 1996 presidential
election. (Franken is) responsible in part for some of the most brilliant political satire of our
time.--John Podhoretz, New York Post.

what it takes richard ben cramer: The New York Times Book Reviews 2000 New York
Times Staff, 2001 This anthology examines Love's Labours Lost from a variety of perspectives and
through a wide range of materials. Selections discuss the play in terms of historical context, dating,
and sources; character analysis; comic elements and verbal conceits; evidence of authorship;
performance analysis; and feminist interpretations. Alongside theater reviews, production
photographs, and critical commentary, the volume also includes essays written by practicing theater
artists who have worked on the play. An index by name, literary work, and concept rounds out this
valuable resource.

what it takes richard ben cramer: Citizens of the Green Room Mark Leibovich, 2015-11-10
Mark Leibovich returns to puncture the inflated personas of the powerful and reveal the lives,
stories and peculiarities behind their public masks. On subjects including Hillary Clinton, Glenn
Beck, John Kerry, Paul Ryan, Chris Christie and John McCain, Leibovich maintains a refreshing
conviviality even as he renders incisive and unflinching assessments. Confirming his reputation as 'a
master of the political profile' Citizens Of The Green Room will delight the legions of political junkies
who avidly read Leibovich's work in The New York Times Magazine.

what it takes richard ben cramer: Intimate Journalism Walt Harrington, 1997-03-28 An
exemplary text for courses in feature writing, magazine, and literary journalism, Intimate Journalism
introduces students to the cutting-edge art of combining traditional feature writing with deep
journalistic inquiry. This collection of award-winning articles elevates human interest reporting to
new heights in the literary journalism field. In a detailed and hands-on, practical primer on in-depth
human reporting, editor Walt Harrington prefaces this outstanding collection by sharing the trade
secrets from his 15 years as a staff writer for The Washington Post Magazine. Fifteen articles follow,
each containing fascinating examples of evocative human reporting by some of the most artful
journalists in America. Each article is followed by an invaluable afterword from each journalist



describing how he or she conceptualized, reported and wrote their particular story. In this
passionate and intense volume, Harrington gives journalists inspiration and guidance on how to turn
ordinary life into extraordinary journalism A must for students and teachers of journalism, for
budding magazine and newspaper writers, and for professional journalists who wish to be
re-inspired by the superb reporting, distinctive writing, and sound advice found in this text.

what it takes richard ben cramer: The Choice Bob Woodward, 2007-06-01 The Choice is Bob
Woodward's classic story of the quest for power, focusing on the 1996 presidential campaign as a
case study of money, public opinion polling, attack advertising, handlers, consultants, and decision
making in the midst of electoral uncertainty. President Bill Clinton is examined in full in the contest
with Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, the Republican presidential nominee. The intimacy and detail
of Woodward's account of the candidates and their wives show the epic human struggle in this race
for the White House.

what it takes richard ben cramer: Award-Winning Foreign Correspondence in America and
Germany during Cold War Times Heinz-Dietrich Fischer, 2023-12 This bilingual volume compares
the various thematical and stylistical approaches of award-winning press articles in America and
Germany. The presented materials are based on the International Reporting category of the Pulitzer
Prizes and the Foreign Correspondence section of the Theodor Wolff Prizes during the Cold War
period from the early 1960s until the early 1990s, the time of the German reunification.

what it takes richard ben cramer: A Century of Pulitzer Prize Global Press Coverage
1917-2017 Heinz-Dietrich Fischer, 2023-07-05 This volume reconstructs the jury decisions during
the annual selection processes leading to the Pulitzer Prize winners in International Reporting 1917
to 2017, representing about thirty American news organizations. Based on unpublished jury reports
and award winning press materials located in the Pulitzer Prize Collection at Columbia University,
New York, stories are covered from the following countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bosnia,
Cambodia, Canada, China, Congo, Croatia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Mexico, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, France, Germany, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan,
Korea, Kuwait, Lebanon, Mali, Mexico, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Russia, Rwanda,
South Africa, Switzerland, Thailand, Vietnam and Yugoslavia.

what it takes richard ben cramer: Reports from Middle East Conflict Regions Heinz-Dietrich
Fischer, 2017 This volume presents eleven chapters of main political developments in several Middle
East countries as told by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists. Topics range from reports about Israel's
War of Independence to Civil War incidents in Lebanon, the uprising of the fundamental Taliban
regime in Afghanistan, and the terror system of the so-called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. (Series:
?Pulitzer Prize Panorama, Vol. 13) [Subject: Politics, Middle East Studies

what it takes richard ben cramer: Clinton's Elections Michael Nelson, 2020-02-21 In the
presidential elections of 1980, 1984, and 1988, the three Democratic nominees won an average of
about 10 percent of the Electoral College vote—a smaller share than any party in any three
consecutive presidential elections in US history. In the next seven elections, Democrats won the
popular vote in all but one (2004), a feat not achieved by a political party since the Democratic
Party’s inception in the 1820s. What separated these record-setting runs was the election and
presidency of Bill Clinton, whose pivotal role in ushering in a new era of American politics—for
better and for worse—this book explores. Perhaps because Clinton’s presidency was hobbled by six
years of divided government, ended in a sex scandal and impeachment, and was sandwiched
between Republican administrations, it is easy to forget that he revived a presidential party that had
become nearly moribund. In Clinton’s Elections Michael Nelson describes how, by tacking
relentlessly to the center, Clinton revived the Democrats’ presidential fortunes—but also,
paradoxically, effectively erased the center, in the process introducing the new political reality of
extreme partisan divisiveness and dysfunctional government. Tracing Clinton’s place in American
politics from his emergence as a potential nominee in 1988 to his role in political campaigns right up
to 2016, Nelson draws a deft portrait of a savvy politician operating in the midst of divided
government and making strategic moves to consolidate power and secure future victories. With its



absorbing narrative and incisive analysis, his book makes sense of a watershed in the modern
American political landscape—and lays bare the roots of our current era of political dysfunction.
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contemporary political reportage, What It Takes penetrates the mystery at the heart of all
presidential campaigns: How do presumably ordinary people acquire

What It Takes: The Way to the White House: Cramer, Richard Ben Cramer, a Pulitzer Prize-
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