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Theses on the Philosophy of History: Exploring the Meaning and Patterns of the Past

Theses on the philosophy of history open a fascinating window into how we understand the
unfolding of human events over time. This branch of philosophy probes deep questions: What is
history? Is there a purpose or direction to historical progress? Can we discern patterns or laws that
govern the rise and fall of civilizations? These inquiries have engaged thinkers for centuries, shaping
not only academic discourse but also the way societies view their own narratives.

When we talk about theses on the philosophy of history, we delve into a rich tradition that blends
metaphysics, ethics, and epistemology with the study of historical events. It challenges us to think
beyond mere chronicles of dates and facts, inviting reflection on the underlying forces and meanings
that history might reveal. In this article, we’ll explore some of the most compelling ideas and debates
in this field, shedding light on key concepts like historical determinism, the role of human agency, and
the quest for historical objectivity.

Understanding the Core of Philosophy of History

At its heart, the philosophy of history seeks to answer fundamental questions about the nature of
history itself. Unlike historians who primarily focus on collecting and interpreting facts, philosophers of
history ask what it means for something to be historical and whether history follows any intelligible
pattern.

The Nature of Historical Knowledge

One important thesis is that historical knowledge is distinct from scientific knowledge. While science
often relies on repeatable experiments and universal laws, history deals with singular events
embedded in complex cultural, social, and political contexts. This raises challenges about objectivity
and interpretation.

Philosophers like R.G. Collingwood argued that understanding history requires empathetic re-
enactment of past minds—a method that highlights the interpretative nature of historical knowledge.
This view contrasts with positivist approaches, which strive for an objective recounting of facts
without subjective influence.

Is History Progressive or Cyclical?

Another major theme in theses on the philosophy of history concerns the directionality of history.
Does history move forward with purpose, or does it simply repeat itself in cycles?

The Enlightenment thinkers often embraced the idea of historical progress, believing that human
reason and science propel society toward improvement. Thinkers like Hegel proposed that history
unfolds dialectically, with conflicts leading to higher stages of freedom and self-awareness.



On the other hand, some philosophers and historians suggest history is cyclical. Ancient Greek
historians like Polybius believed in cycles of rise and decline in political regimes. More contemporary
thinkers warn against teleological interpretations, arguing that imposing a predetermined direction
onto history risks oversimplification.

Key Theses on Historical Determinism and Human
Agency

A central debate in the philosophy of history revolves around determinism versus free will. Are
historical events inevitable outcomes of underlying forces, or do individuals and choices truly shape
the course of history?

Historical Determinism

Some theses propose that history is governed by deterministic laws—whether economic, social, or
biological. Karl Marx famously argued that economic structures and class struggles determine
historical development. According to Marxist theory, history moves through stages driven by material
conditions, culminating in a classless society.

Similarly, thinkers like Arnold Toynbee posited that civilizations rise and fall according to discernible
patterns, almost like organisms subject to natural laws. These views offer a framework to predict or
explain broad historical trends but often downplay individual agency.

The Role of Human Agency

Contrasting deterministic views, many philosophers emphasize the crucial role of human agency and
contingency. They argue that historical outcomes are not preordained but shaped by decisions,
chance, and unpredictable events.

Philosophers like Isaiah Berlin championed the idea of “historical pluralism,” which recognizes the
complexity and openness of history. According to this perspective, multiple potential futures exist,
and the course of history depends on choices made by individuals and groups.

This tension between determinism and agency highlights the nuanced nature of historical causality,
reminding us that history is neither entirely random nor entirely fixed.

Exploring the Ethical Dimensions in Philosophy of
History

Theses on the philosophy of history also grapple with the moral implications of how we interpret and
use history. History is not just about understanding the past; it influences identity, justice, and



political power.

The Problem of Historical Judgment

Can we judge past actions by contemporary ethical standards? This question raises the issue of
historical relativism versus moral universalism. Some argue that recognizing cultural and temporal
context is essential to fair historical judgment, while others maintain that certain moral truths
transcend time.

History as a Tool for Justice and Reconciliation

Philosophy of history also examines how historical narratives can promote healing or perpetuate
conflict. Truth commissions and historical memory projects show how confronting painful pasts can be
pivotal for societal reconciliation.

Understanding the ethical stakes involved in constructing historical narratives encourages us to
approach history with a sense of responsibility and critical awareness.

Challenges to Objectivity in Historical Interpretation

One of the most persistent themes in theses on the philosophy of history is the challenge of
maintaining objectivity. Since history is often written by the victors and influenced by ideology, how
can we ensure a balanced account?

The Influence of Ideology and Perspective

Historians and philosophers acknowledge that bias is inevitable. Every historian brings their own
cultural and ideological lens to the interpretation of events. The philosophy of history encourages us
to be mindful of these influences and to seek multiple perspectives.

Postmodern Critiques

Postmodern thought further problematizes the notion of objective history. It suggests that all
historical narratives are constructed, contingent, and shaped by language and power relations. While
this view challenges traditional historical methods, it also opens space for more diverse and inclusive
accounts of the past.



Tips for Engaging with Theses on the Philosophy of
History

For readers interested in delving deeper into these ideas, here are some tips to navigate the complex
terrain of the philosophy of history:

Read primary texts: Engage directly with seminal works by thinkers like Hegel, Marx,
Collingwood, and Toynbee to grasp their arguments firsthand.

Compare perspectives: Contrast deterministic and pluralistic approaches to appreciate the
diversity of thought.

Critically analyze sources: Be aware of the historian’s context and potential biases when
studying historical narratives.

Reflect on your own assumptions: Consider how your cultural background shapes your
understanding of history.

Connect theory to contemporary issues: Apply philosophical insights to current debates
about history education, memory politics, and identity formation.

Engaging actively with these theses not only enriches your understanding of history but also sharpens
critical thinking skills that are valuable across disciplines.

In the end, the philosophy of history invites us to see history not just as a record of what happened
but as an ongoing conversation about meaning, purpose, and human experience. Whether pondering
the cyclical rise and fall of empires or the ethical dilemmas of historical judgment, theses on the
philosophy of history remind us that the past is a dynamic, interpretative realm—one that
continuously shapes who we are and how we envision the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Walter Benjamin's 'Theses on the
Philosophy of History'?
Walter Benjamin's 'Theses on the Philosophy of History' primarily focuses on critiquing traditional
historicism and proposing a materialist conception of history that emphasizes the importance of
remembering and redeeming the oppressed past.

How does Walter Benjamin critique the concept of historical
progress in his theses?
Benjamin critiques the concept of historical progress by arguing that history is not a linear or



inevitable march forward but is shaped by power dynamics and that the idea of progress often
ignores the suffering of marginalized groups.

What is the significance of the 'angel of history' in Benjamin's
theses?
The 'angel of history' is a metaphor Benjamin uses to describe the way history is perceived—as a
continuous pile of wreckage and catastrophe that the angel looks upon while being propelled into the
future, unable to intervene.

How do Benjamin's theses challenge traditional
historiography?
Benjamin challenges traditional historiography by rejecting the idea of objective, neutral history and
instead advocates for a history that is aware of its political implications and the need to give voice to
the oppressed.

What role does memory play in Benjamin's philosophy of
history?
Memory plays a crucial role in Benjamin's philosophy of history as a means to resist the erasure of
marginalized experiences and to interrupt dominant historical narratives that perpetuate injustice.

How does Benjamin conceptualize 'historical materialism' in
his theses?
Benjamin conceptualizes historical materialism as a method that seeks to understand history from the
perspective of the oppressed, focusing on the material conditions and power relations that shape
historical events.

Why is Walter Benjamin's 'Theses on the Philosophy of
History' considered influential in contemporary critical
theory?
Benjamin's theses are influential because they provide a critical framework that challenges dominant
historical narratives and inspire contemporary thinkers to consider the politics of memory, history,
and power.

What is the role of the historian according to Benjamin's
'Theses on the Philosophy of History'?
According to Benjamin, the historian's role is to interrupt the continuum of history by retrieving
forgotten or suppressed histories and to present them in a way that challenges prevailing ideologies.



How does Benjamin's concept of 'now-time' ('Jetztzeit') affect
the interpretation of history?
Benjamin's concept of 'now-time' ('Jetztzeit') suggests that historical moments can be charged with
revolutionary potential when they are recognized as the present carrying the past into the future,
allowing for transformative reinterpretations of history.

Additional Resources
Theses on the Philosophy of History: An Analytical Review

Theses on the philosophy of history represent a critical framework through which scholars and
thinkers attempt to understand the nature, purpose, and interpretation of historical events. This field,
positioned at the intersection of history, philosophy, and historiography, probes into how history is
constructed, the meaning behind historical progress, and the epistemological questions surrounding
our understanding of the past. By examining seminal theses and their implications, one gains insight
into broader debates about objectivity, causality, and the role of human agency in shaping historical
narratives.

Understanding the Core Concepts of Philosophy of
History

The philosophy of history is not merely a study of past events but an inquiry into the principles
governing historical knowledge and the interpretation of historical phenomena. Theses on the
philosophy of history typically address fundamental questions such as: Is history determined by
overarching laws or contingent on individual actions? Can history be objective, or is it inevitably
influenced by the historian’s perspective? These inquiries challenge the assumptions behind
traditional historiography and invite a critical appraisal of how history is recorded and understood.

Central to many discussions are concepts like historicism, teleology, and dialectics. Historicism, for
example, posits that historical events and ideas must be understood within their specific contexts
rather than through universal laws. This contrasts with teleological views that suggest history follows
a predetermined path or ultimate purpose. Dialectical approaches, notably those influenced by Hegel
and Marx, interpret history as a dynamic process of conflict and resolution, driven by contradictions
within society.

Major Theses and Their Philosophical Foundations

Several influential theses have shaped the philosophy of history over the centuries. Among these,
Hegel’s idea of history as the unfolding of the World Spirit stands out. Hegel argued that history
progresses through a dialectical process, where thesis and antithesis clash to produce synthesis, thus
moving humanity toward greater freedom and self-awareness. This teleological perspective views
history as rational and purposeful, a notion that has inspired both admiration and critique.



Karl Marx, building on Hegelian dialectics, proposed a materialist conception of history. In Marx’s
thesis, history is driven by economic forces and class struggles, rather than ideas or spiritual
development. This perspective emphasizes the role of material conditions and social relations in
shaping historical change, offering a framework to analyze revolutions, economic systems, and
societal transformations.

Contrasting these interpretations, thinkers like Friedrich Nietzsche challenged the idea of historical
progress altogether. Nietzsche’s critique centers on the skepticism of objective historical truth and
questions the value of history in shaping human life. His thesis advocates for a more individualistic
approach, where history serves life rather than abstract ideals.

Analyzing the Impact of Theses on Historical
Methodology

Theses on the philosophy of history have profound implications for how historians approach their
craft. The debate over objectivity versus subjectivity in historiography is particularly significant. While
positivist traditions strive for a scientific and neutral recounting of facts, postmodern critiques argue
that all history is inherently interpretive and influenced by cultural and ideological biases.

This tension influences methodological choices, such as source selection, narrative framing, and the
emphasis on certain historical agents over others. For example, the Marxist thesis encourages
historians to foreground economic structures and class dynamics, whereas a phenomenological
approach might prioritize individual experiences and consciousness.

The philosophy of history also informs discussions on the possibility of historical laws—whether
patterns or regularities can be discerned in historical processes. While some scholars argue for
cyclical or evolutionary models, others maintain that history is contingent and unpredictable, shaped
by unique circumstances and human choices.

Contemporary Debates and Emerging Perspectives

In recent decades, the philosophy of history has expanded to include diverse voices and
interdisciplinary approaches. Postcolonial theory, for example, critiques Eurocentric narratives and
highlights the role of power and imperialism in shaping historical accounts. This challenges traditional
theses by exposing biases and advocating for more inclusive, pluralistic histories.

Similarly, feminist philosophy of history interrogates the gendered dimensions of historical narratives,
questioning whose stories are told and whose are marginalized. These emerging perspectives
contribute to a richer understanding of history’s complexity and the ongoing negotiation of meaning
within historical scholarship.

Key Features and Challenges in the Philosophy of



History

Epistemological Complexity: The philosophy of history grapples with how we can know the
past and the limits of historical knowledge, raising questions about evidence, interpretation,
and truth.

Teleology vs. Contingency: Debates persist over whether history has direction and purpose
or is shaped by random, contingent events.

Role of the Historian: The extent to which historians influence historical narratives through
their biases, perspectives, and methodological choices.

Cultural and Ideological Influences: Recognition that historical accounts often reflect the
cultural and political contexts in which they are produced.

Interdisciplinary Integration: Incorporation of insights from sociology, anthropology, and
literary theory enriches the analysis of historical phenomena.

Despite these strengths, the philosophy of history faces challenges, such as reconciling competing
interpretations and addressing the tension between scientific rigor and narrative creativity. Moreover,
the increasing fragmentation of historical narratives can complicate efforts to develop coherent,
overarching theses.

Comparative Perspectives: Western and Non-Western
Approaches

Philosophical reflections on history are not limited to Western traditions. Non-Western perspectives
offer alternative theses that emphasize cyclical time, ancestral memory, and spiritual dimensions of
history. For instance, many Indigenous philosophies view history as interconnected with nature and
community, challenging linear and progress-oriented models dominant in Western thought.

Comparing these approaches reveals the diversity of ways humans make sense of their past,
suggesting that the philosophy of history must remain open to pluralistic interpretations. This
comparative lens is crucial for creating a more inclusive and nuanced global historiography.

In sum, theses on the philosophy of history provide a vital framework for interrogating how history is
conceptualized, interpreted, and utilized. By engaging with these theses critically, scholars continue
to refine our collective understanding of the past and its meaning for present and future generations.
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  theses on the philosophy of history: On the Concept of History Walter Benjamin, 2016-08-21
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On The Concept of History is a politics & social sciences essay written by German philosopher and
social science critic Walter Benjamin. On The Concept of History is one of Walter Benjamin's best
known, and most controversial works. The politics & social sciences essay is composed of twenty
numbered paragraphs in which Benjamin uses poetic and scientific analogies to present a critique of
historicism. Walter Benjamin wrote the brief essay shortly before attempting to escape from Vichy
France, where French collaborationist government officials were handing over Jewish refugees like
Walter Benjamin to the Nazi Gestapo. Walter Benjamin completed On The Concept of History before
fleeing to Spain where he unfortunately committed suicide. Benjamin's work is often required
textbook reading in various subjects such as humanities, philosophy, and politics & social sciences.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Walter Benjamin and the Demands of History
Michael P. Steinberg, 1996 This book is the first to consider the presence of history and the question
of historical practice in Walter Benjamin's work. Benjamin, the critic and philosopher of history, was
also the practitioner, the authors contend, and it is in the practice of historical writing that the
materialist aspect of his thought is most evident. Some of the essays analyze Benjamin's writings in
cultural history and the philosophy of history. Others connect his historical and theoretical practices
to issues in contemporary feminism and post-colonial studies, and to cultural contexts including the
United States, Japan, and Hong Kong. In different ways, the authors all find in Benjamin's specific
notion of historical materialism a dialectic between textual and cultural analysis which can
reinvigorate the relation between literary and historical studies.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Theses On The Philosophy Of History Walter
Benjamin, 2023
  theses on the philosophy of history: Walter Benjamin: Philosophy Peter Osborne, 2005 No
other single author has so commanding a critical presence across so many disciplines within the arts
and humanities, in so many national contexts, as Walter Benjamin (1892-1940). The belated
reception of his work as a literary critic (dating from the late 1950s) has been followed by a rapid
series of critical receptions in different contexts: Frankfurt Critical Theory and Marxism, Judaism,
Film Theory, Post-structuralism, Philosophical Romanticism, and Cultural Studies.This collection
brings together a selection of the most critically important items in the literature, across the full
range of Benjamin's cultural-theoretical interests, from all periods of the reception of his writings,
but focusing upon the most recent, to produce a comprehensive overview of the best critical
literature.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Walter Benjamin and History Andrew Benjamin,
2005-12-01 Walter Benjamin's collection of fragments, Theses on the Philosophy of History, play a
determining role in how his thought is understood, as well as in the debate about the interplay
between politics, history and time. Walter Benjamin and History is the first volume to give access to
the themes and problems raised by the Theses, providing valuable exegetical and historical work on
the text. The essays collected here are all the work of noted Benjamin scholars, and pursue the
themes central to the Theses.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Critical Theory and Society Stephen Eric Bronner,
Douglas Kellner, 1989 First Published in 1990. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Reconciling Ancient and Modern Philosophies of
History Aaron Turner, 2020-10-26 The distinction between ancient and modern modes of historical
thought is characterized by the growing complexity of the discipline of history in modernity.
Consequently, the epistemological and methodological standard of ancient historiography is typically
held as inferior against the modern ideal. This book serves to address this apparent deficit. Its scope
is three-fold. Firstly, it aims at encountering ancient modes of historical and historiographical
thought within the province of their own horizon. Secondly, this book considers the possibility of a
dialogue between ancient and modern philosophies of history concerning the influence of ancient
historical thought on the development of modern philosophy of history and the utility of modern
philosophy of history in the interpretation of ancient historiography. Thirdly, this book explores the



continuities and discontinuities in historical method and thought from antiquity to modernity.
Ultimately, this volume demonstrates the necessity of re-evaluating our assumptions about the
relation of ancient and modern historical thought and lays the groundwork for a more fruitful
dialogue in the future.
  theses on the philosophy of history: History and Freedom Theodor W. Adorno, 2006-12-15
Early in the 1960s Adorno gave four courses of lectures on the road leading to Negative Dialectics,
his magnum opus of 1966. The second of these was concerned with the topics of history and
freedom. In terms of content, these lectures represented an early version of the chapters in Negative
Dialectics devoted to Kant and Hegel. In formal terms, these were improvised lectures that permit us
to glimpse a philosophical work in progress. -- Cover, p. [4].
  theses on the philosophy of history: Reading Walter Benjamin Richard Lane, 2024-06-04
'Reading Walter Benjamin' explores the persistence of absolute in Benjamin's work by sketching-out
the relationship between philosphy and theology apparent in his diverse writings, from the early
youth-movement essays to the later books, essays and fragments. The book examines Benjamin from
two main perspectives: a history-of-ideas approach situating Benjamin in relation to the new
German-Jewish thinking at the turn of the twentieth-century, as well as the German youth
movements, Surrealism and the 'Georgekreis'; and a conceptual approach examining more critical
issues in relation to Benjamin and Kant, modern aesthetics and narrative order. Chapters cover:
'Kulturpessimismus' and the new thinking; metaphysics of youth: Wyneken and 'Rausch'; history:
surreal Messianism; Goethe and the 'Georgekreis'; Kant's experience; casting the work of art;
disrupting textual order; and exile and the time of crisis. The book uses new translations of
Benjamin's essays, fragments and his 'Arcades Project', and makes substantial reference to
previously untranslated material. Lane’s text allows the non-specialist entry into complex areas of
critical theory, simultaneously offering original readings of Benjamin and twentieth-century arts and
literature.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Body-and Image-Space Sigrid Weigel, 2003-12-16 The
last decade has seen a new wave of interest in philosophical and theoretical circles in the writings of
Walter Benjamin. In Body-and Image-Space Sigrid Weigel, one of Germany's leading feminist
theorists and a renowned commentator on the work of Walter Benjamin, argues that the reception of
his work has so far overlooked a crucial aspect of his thought - his use of images. Weigel shows that
it is precisely his practice of thinking in images that holds the key to understanding the full
complexity, richness and topicality of Benjamin's theory.
  theses on the philosophy of history: The Art of Return James Meyer, More than any other
decade, the sixties capture our collective cultural imagination. And while many Americans can
immediately imagine the sound of Martin Luther King Jr. declaring “I have a dream!” or envision
hippies placing flowers in gun barrels, the revolutionary sixties resonates around the world: China’s
communist government inaugurated a new cultural era, African nations won independence from
colonial rule, and students across Europe took to the streets, calling for an end to capitalism,
imperialism, and the Vietnam War. In this innovative work, James Meyer turns to art criticism,
theory, memoir, and fiction to examine the fascination with the long sixties and contemporary
expressions of these cultural memories across the globe. Meyer draws on a diverse range of cultural
objects that reimagine this revolutionary era stretching from the 1950s to the 1970s, including
reenactments of civil rights, antiwar, and feminist marches, paintings, sculptures, photographs,
novels, and films. Many of these works were created by artists and writers born during the long
Sixties who were driven to understand a monumental era that they missed. These cases show us that
the past becomes significant only in relation to our present, and our remembered history never
perfectly replicates time past. This, Meyer argues, is precisely what makes our contemporary
attachment to the past so important: it provides us a critical opportunity to examine our own
relationship to history, memory, and nostalgia.
  theses on the philosophy of history: History in Contemporary Art and Culture Paul O'Kane,
2022-07-29 This unique book offers guidance for contemporary art practices in dialogue with



history, story, memory, and tradition. Artist and lecturer Paul O’Kane uses innovative and creative
means, informed by a storytelling tradition as well as academic research, to make connections
between contemporary art, history, and the past. The aim of this book is to give readers a sense of
the profundity of historical questions, while making the challenge inviting, welcoming and
manageable. It is designed to set out an expansive, inclusive and diverse range of potential
directions, and speculations from which students can develop personal paths of enquiry. This is
achieved by writing and designing the text in an accessible way and providing a range of ‘ways-in’. A
series of carefully chosen references, examples, key texts, and possible essay questions are chosen
and pitched at various levels and can be close-read, discussed, digested, and responded to either
verbally or in the form of a presentation or essay. Written primarily for a broad range of fine arts
students, this book encourages readers to reconsider their studies and art practices in light of a
historical perspective, enhanced by creative contributions from artists, imaginative philosophers,
and influential cultural commentators.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Surrealism, History and Revolution Simon Baker, 2007
This book is a new account of the surrealist movement in France between the two world wars. It
examines the uses that surrealist artists and writers made of ideas and images associated with the
French Revolution, describing a complex relationship between surrealism's avant-garde revolt and
its powerful sense of history and heritage. Focusing on both texts and images by key figures such as
Louis Aragon, Georges Bataille, Jacques-André Boiffard, André Breton, Robert Desnos, Max Ernst,
Max Morise, and Man Ray, this book situates surrealist material in the wider context of the literary
and visual arts of the period through the theme of revolution. It raises important questions about the
politics of representing French history, literary and political memorial spaces, monumental
representations of the past and critical responses to them, imaginary portraiture and revolutionary
spectatorship. The study shows that a full understanding of surrealism requires a detailed account of
its attitude to revolution, and that understanding this surrealist concept of revolution means
accounting for the complex historical imagination at its heart.
  theses on the philosophy of history: At the Nexus of Philosophy and History Bernard P.
Dauenhauer, 2010-12-01 The relationship between philosophy and history has long been a matter of
contention. Philosophers have claimed that their pursuit of universal law and eternal verities
elevated them beyond historians, who merely dabbled with the vagaries of the particular and the
contingent. Historians responded with the argument that philosophy was important only in relation
to its contribution to concrete, historical truth. A greater challenge for both philosophers and
historians than the defense of either of these positions has been to understand the convoluted issues
surrounding the intersection of their respective disciplines. In At the Nexus of Philosophy and
History, Bernard P. Dauenhauer has collected eleven essays that explore the relationship between
the two disciplines and provide a significant, innovative response to the problems created by such
exploration. The original essays collected in this volume challenge the artificial distinctions and
disciplinary parochialism that have too often characterized traditional academic debate. Instead of
advancing any one elaborate theory, At the Nexus of Philosophy and History seeks to encourage a
balanced approach toward the exploration of the two fields by demonstrating that a full
understanding of the one is impossible without knowledge of the other.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Dictionary of Untranslatables Barbara Cassin, Emily
Apter, Jacques Lezra, Michael Wood, 2014-02-09 Characters in some languages, particularly Hebrew
and Arabic, may not display properly due to device limitations. Transliterations of terms appear
before the representations in foreign characters. This is an encyclopedic dictionary of close to 400
important philosophical, literary, and political terms and concepts that defy easy—or
any—translation from one language and culture to another. Drawn from more than a dozen
languages, terms such as Dasein (German), pravda (Russian), saudade (Portuguese), and stato
(Italian) are thoroughly examined in all their cross-linguistic and cross-cultural complexities.
Spanning the classical, medieval, early modern, modern, and contemporary periods, these are terms
that influence thinking across the humanities. The entries, written by more than 150 distinguished



scholars, describe the origins and meanings of each term, the history and context of its usage, its
translations into other languages, and its use in notable texts. The dictionary also includes essays on
the special characteristics of particular languages--English, French, German, Greek, Italian,
Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. Originally published in French, this one-of-a-kind reference work
is now available in English for the first time, with new contributions from Judith Butler, Daniel
Heller-Roazen, Ben Kafka, Kevin McLaughlin, Kenneth Reinhard, Stella Sandford, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, Jane Tylus, Anthony Vidler, Susan Wolfson, Robert J. C. Young, and many
more.The result is an invaluable reference for students, scholars, and general readers interested in
the multilingual lives of some of our most influential words and ideas. Covers close to 400 important
philosophical, literary, and political terms that defy easy translation between languages and cultures
Includes terms from more than a dozen languages Entries written by more than 150 distinguished
thinkers Available in English for the first time, with new contributions by Judith Butler, Daniel
Heller-Roazen, Ben Kafka, Kevin McLaughlin, Kenneth Reinhard, Stella Sandford, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, Jane Tylus, Anthony Vidler, Susan Wolfson, Robert J. C. Young, and many more
Contains extensive cross-references and bibliographies An invaluable resource for students and
scholars across the humanities
  theses on the philosophy of history: Race and Performance after Repetition Soyica Diggs
Colbert, Douglas A. Jones Jr., Shane Vogel, 2020-08-10 The contributors to Race and Performance
after Repetition explore how theater and performance studies account for the complex relationship
between race and time. Pointing out that repetition has been the primary point of reference for
understanding both the complex temporality of theater and the historical persistence of race, they
identify and pursue critical alternatives to the conceptualization, organization, measurement, and
politics of race in performance. The contributors examine theater, performance art, music, sports,
dance, photography, and other forms of performance in topics that range from the movement of
boxer Joe Louis to George C. Wolfe's 2016 reimagining of the 1921 all-black musical comedy Shuffle
Along to the relationship between dance, mourning, and black adolescence in Flying Lotus's music
video “Never Catch Me.” Proposing a spectrum of coexisting racial temporalities that are not
tethered to repetition, this collection reconsiders central theories in performance studies in order to
find new understandings of race. Contributors. Joshua Chambers-Letson, Soyica Diggs Colbert,
Nicholas Fesette, Patricia Herrera, Jasmine Elizabeth Johnson, Douglas A. Jones Jr., Mario LaMothe,
Daphne P. Lei, Jisha Menon, Tavia Nyong’o, Tina Post, Elizabeth W. Son, Shane Vogel, Catherine M.
Young, Katherine Zien
  theses on the philosophy of history: Walter Benjamin: Appropriations Peter Osborne,
2005 No other single author has so commanding a critical presence across so many disciplines
within the arts and humanities, in so many national contexts, as Walter Benjamin (1892-1940). The
belated reception of his work as a literary critic (dating from the late 1950s) has been followed by a
rapid series of critical receptions in different contexts: Frankfurt Critical Theory and Marxism,
Judaism, Film Theory, Post-structuralism, Philosophical Romanticism, and Cultural Studies.This
collection brings together a selection of the most critically important items in the literature, across
the full range of Benjamin's cultural-theoretical interests, from all periods of the reception of his
writings, but focusing upon the most recent, to produce a comprehensive overview of the best
critical literature.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Cinematic Political Thought Michael Shapiro,
2019-08-07 No detailed description available for Cinematic Political Thought.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Performing Marx Bradley J. Macdonald, 2012-02-01
Performing Marx looks at what it means to be a Marxist dealing with contemporary political and
theoretical developments in the twenty-first century. Drawing upon Marx's work, Western Marxism,
and poststructuralist theory, Bradley J. Macdonald explores how a living tradition of Marx's ideas
can constructively engage a politics of desire and pleasure, ecological sustainability, a politics of
everyday life that takes seriously popular culture, and the nature of globalization and of the radical
forces being arrayed against the logics of global capitalism. By engaging such crucial issues,



Macdonald also provides important clarifications of the work of William Morris, Guy Debord and the
situationists, Michel Foucault, Antonio Negri, Ernesto Laclau, and Chantal Mouffe, as they relate to
Marx.
  theses on the philosophy of history: Doña María's Story Daniel James, 2000 One woman's
testimonial about the Peron years sheds light on gender hierarchies, the role of women in industry,
women as union militants, and the material culture of working class family life in Argentina.
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