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The Second Treatise of Government by John Locke: A Cornerstone of Modern Political Philosophy

the second treatise of government by john locke stands as one of the most influential works in

the history of political thought. Written in the late 17th century, this seminal text not only shaped the
foundations of liberal democracy but also introduced groundbreaking ideas about natural rights, the

social contract, and the role of government. If you've ever wondered how modern concepts of liberty,
property rights, and government accountability evolved, Locke’s Second Treatise offers a compelling
and accessible insight into these enduring principles.

The Historical Context of Locke’s Second Treatise of
Government

To truly appreciate the significance of the second treatise of government by John Locke, it helps to
understand the historical backdrop against which it was written. Locke composed this work during a
turbulent period in English history marked by civil war, the execution of King Charles I, the
Cromwellian Commonwealth, and finally the Glorious Revolution of 1688. This era posed fundamental
questions about authority, legitimacy, and individual rights.

Locke’s treatise was a direct response to the absolutist theories of government popularized by
thinkers like Thomas Hobbes, who advocated for a powerful sovereign to maintain order. In contrast,
Locke argued for a government with limited powers, rooted in the consent of the governed, and
designed to protect natural rights rather than impose absolute control.

Core Principles in the Second Treatise of Government
by John Locke

Natural Rights and the State of Nature

At the heart of Locke’s political philosophy is the concept of natural rights. According to Locke,
individuals are born with inherent rights to life, liberty, and property. These rights exist prior to any
government or social institution. The state of nature, in Locke’s view, is a condition where people live
free and equal, governed by natural law and reason.

Unlike Hobbes, who saw the state of nature as a “war of all against all,” Locke believed it was
generally peaceful but imperfect due to the lack of an impartial authority to resolve disputes. This
imperfection motivates people to form governments to protect their rights more effectively.



The Social Contract and Consent of the Governed

Locke introduced the idea that legitimate government arises from a social contract—a mutual
agreement among individuals to create a political society. People consent to surrender some of their
freedoms and submit to the authority of a government in exchange for protection of their natural
rights.

This consent is voluntary and can be withdrawn if the government fails in its duties. Locke’s emphasis
on popular sovereignty was revolutionary, laying the groundwork for democratic governance and the
principle that rulers derive their authority from the people.

Government’s Role: Protecting Property and Rights

One of Locke’s most enduring contributions is his argument that the primary purpose of government
is to safequard property, understood broadly as life, liberty, and possessions. He posited that property
is not just physical belongings but includes one’s labor and the fruits thereof.

Governments must operate with clear limits and separation of powers to prevent tyranny. Locke’s
ideas here influenced later constitutional frameworks that emphasize checks and balances.

Impact and Legacy of the Second Treatise of
Government by John Locke

Influence on the American and French Revolutions

The principles articulated in Locke’s second treatise found fertile ground in the political upheavals of
the 18th century. The American Founding Fathers drew extensively on Locke’s arguments when
crafting the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

His ideas about natural rights, government by consent, and the right of revolution against unjust
rulers inspired revolutionary leaders and thinkers in France and beyond, helping to shape modern
democratic ideals worldwide.

Shaping Modern Liberal Democracy

Today, the second treatise of government by John Locke remains a foundational text in political
science and philosophy courses globally. Its influence extends to contemporary discussions on civil
rights, the rule of law, and constitutional governance.

Locke’s insistence on individual freedoms and accountable government continues to inform debates
about the balance between security and liberty, the scope of governmental power, and the protection
of minority rights.



Key Concepts Explained: Understanding Locke’s
Message

The Right of Revolution

One of the most powerful and sometimes controversial ideas Locke presents is the right of the people
to overthrow a government that violates their natural rights. This concept justified resistance to
tyrannical rule and provided a moral foundation for political rebellion.

Locke argued that if a government acts against the interests of its citizens by failing to protect life,
liberty, and property, it breaks the social contract and loses its legitimacy.

Separation of Powers and Limited Government

Locke advocated for dividing political power among different branches to prevent any one group or
individual from accumulating excessive control. This principle later inspired Montesquieu and the
framers of the U.S. Constitution.

By limiting government, Locke sought to protect individual freedoms and prevent the abuses that
arise under absolute monarchy or dictatorship.

Why The Second Treatise of Government by John Locke
Still Matters

Even centuries after its publication, Locke’s second treatise offers valuable lessons for anyone
interested in politics, justice, or human rights. It encourages us to think critically about the source of
political authority, the importance of personal freedoms, and the responsibilities of government.

For students, activists, or policymakers, revisiting Locke’s work can provide clarity on the principles
that underpin fair and just societies. His insights remind us that governments exist to serve the
people—not the other way around.

Applying Locke’s Ideas in Today’s World

In an era of global political challenges, from authoritarianism to debates over privacy and property
rights, Locke's emphasis on consent and protection of individual rights remains strikingly relevant.
Understanding his philosophy equips citizens to better engage in democratic processes and advocate
for accountable leadership.

Whether it’s discussing voting rights, freedom of expression, or property laws, Locke’s second treatise
offers a timeless framework to evaluate policies and power structures.



Exploring the second treatise of government by John Locke reveals not just historical ideas but living
principles that continue to shape how societies govern themselves. His vision of a government built
on consent, respect for natural rights, and the rule of law remains a touchstone for democracy and
individual freedom worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of John Locke's Second Treatise of
Government?

The main theme of John Locke's Second Treatise of Government is the establishment of a government
based on the consent of the governed, focusing on natural rights, the social contract, and the right of
the people to overthrow a government that fails to protect their rights.

How does Locke define the state of nature in the Second
Treatise of Government?

Locke defines the state of nature as a state of perfect freedom and equality where individuals are
governed by natural law, which dictates that no one should harm another in their life, health, liberty,
Or possessions.

What role does consent play in Locke's political theory in the
Second Treatise?

Consent is fundamental in Locke's political theory; legitimate government authority arises only from
the explicit or implicit consent of the governed, forming a social contract to protect their natural
rights.

According to Locke in the Second Treatise, under what
conditions do people have the right to revolt against their
government?

People have the right to revolt when the government violates their natural rights, fails to protect their
property, or acts against the common good, breaking the social contract established by consent.

What is Locke's concept of property in the Second Treatise of
Government?

Locke's concept of property is that individuals have a natural right to own property through their
labor; by mixing their labor with resources from nature, they claim ownership as long as there is
enough and as good left for others.



How did Locke's Second Treatise of Government influence
modern democratic thought?

Locke's Second Treatise influenced modern democratic thought by promoting ideas of individual
rights, government by consent, separation of powers, and the right to revolution, which became
foundational principles in liberal democracies and constitutional governments.

Additional Resources

The Second Treatise of Government by John Locke: A Foundational Work in Political Philosophy

the second treatise of government by john locke remains one of the most influential texts in the
realm of political philosophy and modern governance. Written in the late 17th century, this treatise
lays out a comprehensive theory of civil society, government, and individual rights that has shaped
democratic thought and constitutional law worldwide. Locke’s arguments challenge the divine right of
kings and present a vision of government grounded in consent, natural rights, and the social contract.
This article offers a detailed, investigative review of the treatise, exploring its key concepts, historical
context, and enduring impact.

Context and Historical Significance

Emerging during a period marked by political turmoil in England, including the English Civil War and
the Glorious Revolution, the second treatise of government by John Locke was a response to the
absolutist claims of monarchs like James Il. Locke wrote the treatise around 1689, a time when
qguestions about the legitimacy of political authority, the rights of subjects, and the limits of
governmental power were fiercely debated.

Unlike his predecessor Thomas Hobbes, who advocated for a strong, centralized authority to avoid
chaos, Locke emphasized the protection of individual freedoms and the establishment of government
as a mutual agreement for the common good. This distinction situates Locke’s work as a cornerstone
for liberal democracy, influencing later documents such as the United States Declaration of
Independence and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen.

Core Principles of the Second Treatise of Government

Locke’s treatise revolves around several fundamental ideas that continue to resonate in political
theory. These include the state of nature, natural rights, the social contract, the separation of powers,
and the right of revolution.

The State of Nature and Natural Rights

At the heart of Locke’s political philosophy is the concept of the state of nature—a hypothetical
condition where individuals exist without government or laws. Locke’s depiction of this state differs



markedly from Hobbes’s bleak view. He describes it as a condition of perfect freedom and equality,
governed by natural law, which dictates that individuals should not harm others in their life, health,
liberty, or possessions.

Locke argues that natural rights are inherent and inalienable. Every person has the right to life,
liberty, and property, which governments must respect. This emphasis on property rights, in
particular, sets Locke apart, as he posits that labor invested in resources transforms them into private
property, a principle that justifies economic activity and ownership.

The Social Contract and Government Formation

Locke’s social contract theory explains the transition from the state of nature to civil society.
Individuals consent to form governments to protect their natural rights more effectively. This
voluntary agreement establishes political authority but simultaneously limits it. Government exists by
the people’s consent and must operate within the bounds of protecting life, liberty, and property.

Significantly, Locke advocates for a government with separated powers to prevent tyranny. The
legislative branch, which makes laws, is paramount, but the executive and federative branches have
distinct functions related to enforcement and foreign affairs. This division anticipates modern
concepts of checks and balances that safeguard democratic governance.

The Right of Revolution

One of the most revolutionary aspects of Locke’s treatise is the explicit endorsement of the right to
overthrow a government that fails to protect its citizens’ natural rights. If rulers act against the
interests of the people or violate the social contract, citizens are justified in rebelling and establishing
new authority.

This principle directly challenged the prevailing notion of absolute monarchy and divine right,
empowering individuals and communities to demand accountability and justify political change.
Locke’s articulation of revolution as a right rather than a crime was a catalyst for numerous
democratic movements and constitutional reforms.

Comparative Analysis: Locke’s Treatise versus Other
Political Theories

When compared to contemporaries like Hobbes and later thinkers such as Rousseau, Locke’s second
treatise offers a balanced approach between order and liberty. Hobbes’s Leviathan promotes an all-
powerful sovereign to prevent the “war of all against all,” whereas Locke envisions a limited
government accountable to the people.

Rousseau, writing in the 18th century, shares Locke’s belief in the social contract but differs in his
conception of the “general will” and collective sovereignty, often emphasizing direct democracy.
Locke’s framework, by contrast, supports representative government grounded in individual rights,



making it a foundational text for liberal democracies.
Strengths and Limitations

» Strengths: Locke's clear articulation of natural rights and the social contract provides a moral
and legal foundation for modern democratic states. His emphasis on property rights encourages
economic development and individual initiative. The treatise’s influence on constitutional
design, especially in the Anglo-American tradition, underscores its practical significance.

e Limitations: Critics point out that Locke’s theory is Eurocentric and assumes a homogenous
population with equal capacity for rationality and property ownership. His treatment of
indigenous peoples and slavery has been scrutinized as inconsistent with his principles of
natural rights. Moreover, the reliance on property as a key natural right may marginalize those
without property.

Impact on Modern Political and Legal Systems

The second treatise of government by John Locke has had a profound impact on the development of
constitutional democracies around the world. Its principles underpin the United States Constitution,
particularly the Bill of Rights, and have informed legal interpretations of individual freedoms and
governmental powers.

Locke’s ideas about government by consent and the right of revolution have been invoked in
numerous independence movements and democratic reforms. The treatise’s legacy is evident in
international human rights discourse, emphasizing the universality of life, liberty, and property rights.

Relevance in Contemporary Governance

In today’s political landscape, Locke’s emphasis on limited government and individual rights
continues to be a reference point in debates over civil liberties, state authority, and social justice.
Questions about the balance between security and freedom, the legitimacy of governmental
authority, and citizen participation echo Locke’s original concerns.

Policy-makers and scholars often revisit Locke’s treatise to analyze the foundations of political
legitimacy and the conditions that justify governmental intervention or resistance. His framework
helps clarify the boundaries of power, urging vigilance against authoritarianism and abuses of state
authority.

The enduring relevance of the second treatise of government by John Locke highlights the timeless
nature of his insights. While some aspects require critical reassessment in light of modern values and
global diversity, his vision of a government accountable to its people and protective of natural rights
remains a guiding beacon in political thought.



The Second Treatise Of Government By John Locke

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government John
Locke, 2004 [Presents] one of the great classics of political philosophy, widely regarded as the
foundational text of modern liberalism ... [Also includes] 'A letter concerning toleration' aimed to end
Christianity's wars of religion and called for the separation of church and state so that everyone
could enjoy freedom of conscience--Provided by publisher.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Locke: Two Treatises of Government
Student Edition John Locke, 1988-10-28 This is the revised version of Peter Laslett's acclaimed
edition of Two Treatises of Government, which is widely recognised as one of the classic pieces of
recent scholarship in the history of ideas, read and used by students of political theory throughout
the world. This 1988 edition revises Dr Laslett's second edition (1970) and includes an updated
bibliography, a guide to further reading and a fully reset and revised introduction which surveys
advances in Locke scholarship since publication of the second edition. In the introduction, Dr Laslett
shows that the Two Treatises were not a rationalisation of the events of 1688 but rather a call for a
revolution yet to come.

the second treatise of government by john locke: The Second Treatise of Government John
Locke, 1966

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government and A
Letter Concerning Toleration John Locke, 2016-06-02 'Man being born...to perfect freedom...hath
by nature a power...to preserve his property, that is, his life, liberty and estate.' Locke's Second
Treatise of Government (1689) is one of the great classics of political philosophy, widely regarded as
the foundational text of modern liberalism. In it Locke insists on majority rule, and regards no
government as legitimate unless it has the consent of the people. He sets aside people's ethnicities,
religions, and cultures and envisages political societies which command our assent because they
meet our elemental needs simply as humans. His work helped to entrench ideas of a social contract,
human rights, and protection of property as the guiding principles for just actions and just societies.
Published in the same year, A Letter Concerning Toleration aimed to end Christianity's wars of
religion and called for the separation of church and state so that everyone could enjoy freedom of
conscience. In this edition of these two major works, Mark Goldie considers the contested nature of
Locke's reputation, which is often appropriated by opposing political and religious ideologies.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest
range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to
scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including
expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies
for further study, and much more.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government John
Locke, 2016-07-26 John Locke argues that all men are created equal in the sight of God. The Second
Treatise outlines Locke's ideas for a more civilized society based on natural rights and contract
theory.

the second treatise of government by john locke: The Second Treatise of Civil Government
John Locke, 2015-08-19 In this, the second of his Two Treatises of Government, John Locke examines
humankind’s transition from its original state of nature to a civil society. One can see the lasting
influence of Locke’s ideas through their familiarity to the modern reader—the roots of classical
liberalism are here, and many of Locke’s arguments foreshadow contemporary debates concerning
government, liberty, and property rights. The introduction and annotations included in this edition
are intended to contextualize the work and prevent misunderstanding, without advancing any
particular scholarly interpretation or merely summarizing Locke’s reasoning. This edition has its
origin in the acclaimed Broadview Anthology of Social and Political Thought and adheres to the
anthology’s format and high standards of accuracy and accessibility. The Broadview Anthology of



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/the-second-treatise-of-government-by-john-locke.pdf

Social and Political Thought is edited by Andrew Bailey (University of Guelph), Samantha Brennan
(University of Western Ontario), Will Kymlicka (Queen’s University), Jacob Levy (McGill University),
Alex Sager (Portland State University), and Clark Wolf (Ilowa State University).

the second treatise of government by john locke: Two Treatises of Government - Locke
John Locke, 2018-02-28 Treatise of Government is one of the great classics of Political Philosophy.
Its author, John Locke, became one of the greatest philosophers of liberalism and democracy, and
his ideas remain relevant and are studied to this day. Locke's thoughts influenced important events
in history, particularly in Europe and America. He is often called the theorist of the English
Revolution (1688) and was the main source of ideas for the American Revolution (1776), influencing
the Declaration of Independence and the state constitutions of that country. In Second Treatise of
Government, John Locke expresses his liberal thinking and his position against absolutist
governments with arguments that demonstrate that government emanates from the people and that,
together with the law, should be used for the common good.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government John
Locke, 1980-06-01 The Second Treatise is one of the most important political treatises ever written
and one of the most far-reaching in its influence. In his provocative 15-page introduction to this
edition, the late eminent political theorist C. B. Macpherson examines Locke's arguments for limited,
conditional government, private property, and right of revolution and suggests reasons for the
appeal of these arguments in Locke's time and since.

the second treatise of government by john locke: The Second Treatise Of Government
by John Locke John Locke, 2021-03-31 Two Treatises of Government, major statement of the
political philosophy of the English philosopher John Locke, published in 1689 but substantially
composed some years before then.

the second treatise of government by john locke: The second treatise of government (an
essay concerning the true original, extent and end of civil government) John Locke,

the second treatise of government by john locke: Two Treatises of Government John
Locke, Thomas Hollis, Paul Boer, Exercere Cerebrum Exercere Cerebrum Publications, 2014-11-05
Two Treatises of Government (or Two Treatises of Government: In the Former, The False Principles,
and Foundation of Sir Robert Filmer, and His Followers, Are Detected and Overthrown. The Latter Is
an Essay Concerning The True Original, Extent, and End of Civil Government) is a work of political
philosophy published anonymously in 1689 by John Locke. The First Treatise attacks patriarchalism
in the form of sentence-by-sentence refutation of Robert Filmer's Patriarcha, while the Second
Treatise outlines Locke's ideas for a more civilized society based on natural rights and contract
theory.King James II of England (VII of Scotland) was overthrown in 1688 by a union of
Parliamentarians and stadtholder of the Dutch Republic William III of Oranje-Nassau (William of
Orange), who as a result ascended the English throne as William III of England. This is known as the
Glorious Revolution, also called the Revolution of 1688. Locke claims in the Preface to the Two
Treatises that its purpose is to justify William III's ascension to the throne, though Peter Laslett
suggests that the bulk of the writing was instead completed between 1679-1680 (and subsequently
revised until Locke was driven into exile in 1683). According to Laslett, Locke was writing his Two
Treatises during the Exclusion Crisis, which attempted to prevent James II from ever taking the
throne in the first place. Anthony Ashley-Cooper, 1st Earl of Shaftesbury, Locke's mentor, patron
and friend, introduced the bill, but it was ultimately unsuccessful. Richard Ashcraft, following in
Laslett's suggestion that the Two Treatises were written before the Revolution, objected that
Shaftesbury's party did not advocate revolution during the Exclusion Crisis. He suggests that they
are instead better associated with the revolutionary conspiracies that swirled around what would
come to be known as the Rye House Plot. Locke, Shaftesbury and many others were forced into
exile; some, such as Sidney, were even executed for treason. Locke knew his work was dangerous-he
never acknowledged his authorship within his lifetime.The Two Treatises begin with a Preface
announcing what Locke hopes to achieve, but he also mentions that more than half of his original
draft, occupying a space between the First and Second Treatises, has been irretrievably lost. Peter



Laslett maintains that, while Locke may have added or altered some portions in 1689, he did not
make any revisions to accommodate for the missing section; he argues, for example, that the end of
the First Treatise breaks off in mid-sentence.In 1691 Two Treatises was translated into French by
David Mazzel, a French Huguenot living in the Netherlands. This translation left out Locke's Preface,
all of the First Treatise, and the first chapter of the Second Treatise (which summarised Locke's
conclusions in the First Treatise). It was in this form that Locke's work was reprinted during the
18th century in France and in this form that Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau were exposed to it.
The only American edition from the 18th century was printed in 1773 in Boston; it, too, left out all of
these sections. There were no other American editions until the 20th century.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government John
Locke, 2014-09-11 This essential volume features John Locke's hand-corrected text with an
outstanding introduction to Locke's life and role in intellectual history, his principal works, and their
purpose. Written by the editor, Richard Cox, the introduction also outlines the course of both
treatises of government and analyzes the problems of interpretation. Also included are a list of the
principal dates in the life of John Locke as well as a selected bibliography.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government - the
Original Classic Edition John Locke, 2013-03-01 Finally available, a high quality book of the original
classic edition of Second Treatise of Government. It was previously published by other bona fide
publishers, and is now, after many years, back in print. This is a new and freshly published edition of
this culturally important work by John Locke, which is now, at last, again available to you. Get the
PDF and EPUB NOW as well. Included in your purchase you have Second Treatise of Government in
EPUB AND PDF format to read on any tablet, eReader, desktop, laptop or smartphone simultaneous
- Get it NOW. Enjoy this classic work today. These selected paragraphs distill the contents and give
you a quick look inside Second Treatise of Government: Look inside the book: Bread, wine and cloth,
are things of daily use, and great plenty; yet notwithstanding, acorns, water and leaves, or skins,
must be our bread, drink and cloathing, did not labour furnish us with these more useful
commodities: for whatever bread is more worth than acorns, wine than water, and cloth or silk, than
leaves, skins or moss, that is wholly owing to labour and industry; the one of these being the food
and raiment which unassisted nature furnishes us with; the other, provisions which our industry and
pains prepare for us, which how much they exceed the other in value, when any one hath computed,
he will then see how much labour makes the far greatest part of the value of things we enjoy in this
world: and the ground which produces the materials, is scarce to be reckoned in, as any, or at most,
but a very small part of it; so little, that even amongst us, land that is left wholly to nature, that hath
no improvement of pasturage, tillage, or planting, is called, as indeed it is, waste; and we shall find
the benefit of it amount to little more than nothing. ...Men, at first, for the most part, contented
themselves with what unassisted nature offered to their necessities: and though afterwards, in some
parts of the world, (where the increase of people and stock, with the use of money, had made land
scarce, and so of some value) the several communities settled the bounds of their distinct territories,
and by laws within themselves regulated the properties of the private men of their society, and so,
by compact and agreement, settled the property which labour and industry began; and the leagues
that have been made between several states and kingdoms, either expresly or tacitly disowning all
claim and right to the land in the others possession, have, by common consent, given up their
pretences to their natural common right, which originally they had to those countries, and so have,
by positive agreement, settled a property amongst themselves, in distinct parts and parcels of the
earth; yet there are still great tracts of ground to be found, which (the inhabitants thereof not having
joined with the rest of mankind, in the consent of the use of their common money) lie waste, and are
more than the people who dwell on it do, or can make use of, and so still lie in common; tho' this can
scarce happen amongst that part of mankind that have consented to the use of money. About John
Locke, the Author: While it was once thought that Locke wrote the Treatises to defend the Glorious
Revolution of 1688, recent scholarship has shown that the work was composed well before this date,
and it is now viewed as a more general argument against absolute monarchy (particularly as



espoused by Robert Filmer and Thomas Hobbes) and for individual consent as the basis of political
legitimacy. ...Locke's Some Thoughts Concerning Education is an outline on how to educate this
mind: he expresses the belief that education maketh the man, or, more fundamentally, that the mind
is an 'empty cabinet', with the statement, 'I think I may say that of all the men we meet with, nine
parts of ten are what they are, good or evil, useful or not, by their education.'

the second treatise of government by john locke: Two Treatises on Civil Government John
Locke, 1884 Sir Filmer

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government by
John Locke John Locke, 2020-09-04 In the Second Treatise of Government, John Locke discusses
men's move from a state of nature characterized by perfect freedom and governed by reason to a
civil government in which the authority is vested in a legislative and executive power.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Second Treatise of Government John
Locke, 2016-02-19 John Locke's Two Treatises is a pivotal work for anyone studying political
philosophy. Locke was a doctor, a scientist and a philosopher, who made key contributions to the
development of Enlightenment thinking in the late 1600s. In the Second Treatise, Locke presents a
nuanced view on the state of nature, on which Hobbes based his earlier works. Locke argues that
people begin with a neutral, equal status, rather than some being born with a divinely defined
position of authority. He expounds his concepts on the principle of conquest through war. He
discusses slavery, because he considers the state of the government of England at the time being
perilously close to enslaving the population. He considers this undesirable, even if the population at
the time seem to acquiesce to it, because it is antithetical to the fundamental principle that human
beings are free and cannot even voluntarily give up that freedom on a permanent basis.
Controversially to modern eyes, however, he does not reject slavery completely as a concept,
accepting that it may occur justly through conquest, as a form of extension of the state of war. Locke
proposes a circumscribed view of property ownership, explaining that, in the case of land, it ought to
be limited to that which individuals can cultivate for themselves. He presents a mechanism for
extending this core concept to cover money. He maintains the citizens' right to revolt and propounds
principles for representative government, which does not have to be a republic but could instead be
a monarchy with a suitable contract between ruler and subjects. He also discusses the distinction
between executive and legislative branches of government, a key principle of modern constitutions.

the second treatise of government by john locke: The First and Second Treatises of
Government John Locke, 2014-11-20 The First & Second Treatises of Government In the area of
politics, Britain's John Locke is recognised as a proponent of limited government. His theory of
natural rights argues that governments have obligations to citizens, limited power, and can
ultimately be overthrown by citizens under certain circumstances.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Two Treatises of Government and a Letter
Concerning Toleration John Locke, 2005-01 John Locke's Two Treatises of Government are
considered to be some of the most important works of western philosophy ever written. In the first
treatise Locke disputes the divine right of monarchial rule principle that is put forth in the book
Patriarcha by Sir Robert Filmer. In the second treatise Locke sets forth the basic principles of
natural law that lay the foundation for basic human rights and the government of man. Also
contained within this volume is the shorter work, A Letter Concerning Toleration.

the second treatise of government by john locke: Two Treatises of Government John
Locke, 1764 The Everyman Paperback Classics series offers the latest scholarship on the works of
the world's greatest poets, writers and philosophers. Each edition includes a comprehensive
introduction, chronology, notes, appendix, critical responses, and a text summary. Presented in an
affordable edition with wide format pages for generous margins for notes. Contact your sales rep or
call Tuttle for a complete list of available titles. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

the second treatise of government by john locke: The Second Treatise on Civil
Government Perfection Learning Corporation, 2019
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