nicomachean ethics martin ostwald

Nicomachean Ethics Martin Ostwald: A Fresh Lens on Aristotle’s Moral Philosophy

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald stands as a significant point of reference for scholars, students, and
enthusiasts delving into Aristotle’s exploration of virtue, happiness, and moral character. Martin Ostwald’s
translation and interpretation of the Nicomachean Ethics breathe new life into this ancient text, making it
more accessible and insightful for a modern audience. But what exactly sets Ostwald’s version apart, and

why has it become an essential resource in philosophical studies? Let’s explore this in depth.

Understanding Nicomachean Ethics and Its Importance

Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics is a foundational work in Western philosophy, focusing on the nature of
ethical virtue and the path to eudaimonia, often translated as “happiness” or “flourishing.” The text is a
profound investigation into what it means to live a good life, emphasizing the development of character

and rational activity.

Yet, the original Greek can be dense, and earlier translations sometimes lost nuances essential to grasping

Aristotle’s intent. This is where Martin Ostwald’s contribution becomes pivotal.

Who is Martin Ostwald?

Martin Ostwald was a renowned classical scholar and translator whose expertise in ancient Greek
philosophy was widely respected. His translation of the Nicomachean Ethics is notable for its clarity,
precision, and faithfulness to the original text. Ostwald’s approach emphasizes both linguistic accuracy and
the philosophical depth of Aristotle’s ideas.

His work helps bridge the gap between ancient philosophical concepts and contemporary readers, making

complex ideas more approachable without sacrificing scholarly rigor.

Ostwald’s Translation Style

One of the distinguishing features of Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics is his clear and straightforward English
prose. Unlike some translations that lean toward archaic or overly formal language, Ostwald opts for a style

that flows naturally and encourages engagement.



He carefully selects words that capture Aristotle’s precise meanings, especially for key philosophical terms
such as *arete* (virtue), *phronesis* (practical wisdom), and *eudaimonia* (happiness/flourishing). This

careful attention aids readers in understanding the subtleties of Aristotle’s ethical framework.

Key Themes Highlighted in Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics

Ostwald’s translation brings several core themes of Aristotle’s ethics into sharp focus, enriching the reader’s

appreciation of the text’s ongoing relevance.

The Concept of Virtue

At the heart of Nicomachean Ethics is the idea that virtue is a habit or disposition to act in ways that
achieve balance or the “mean” between extremes. Ostwald’s work helps clarify how Aristotle distinguishes

between intellectual virtues (like wisdom) and moral virtues (like courage and temperance).

By making these distinctions accessible, Ostwald invites readers to reflect on how virtues operate in real

life—balancing desires and reason to cultivate moral character.

Happiness as the Ultimate Goal

Aristotle famously argues that all human actions aim toward some perceived good, with happiness being
the highest good. Ostwald’s translation captures the nuance that happiness is not merely pleasure but an

active engagement in living virtuously.

This interpretation encourages readers to think of happiness as a lifelong project of cultivating excellence

and rational activity, rather than as a fleeting emotional state.

Practical Wisdom (Phronesis)

Another highlight in Ostwald’s rendering is the emphasis on *phronesis*, or practical wisdom—the virtue
that enables individuals to make sound moral decisions. Ostwald’s clear explanation of this concept

underscores its vital role in ethical behavior, linking knowledge with action.

This focus helps readers appreciate that morality isn’t about rigid rules but about thoughtful judgment in

varying circumstances.



Why Choose Ostwald’s Translation Over Others?

There are many translations of Nicomachean Ethics available, but Ostwald’s version remains a favorite

among educators and philosophy enthusiasts for several reasons:

Clarity and Accessibility: Ostwald’s language is straightforward without oversimplifying complex

ideas.

Philosophical Fidelity: His translation respects the original text’s intent and structure.

Helpful Annotations: Many editions include footnotes and commentary to guide readers through

difficult passages.

Engagement with the Text: Ostwald’s approach invites active reflection rather than passive reading.

These qualities make it a valuable resource for those new to Aristotle as well as seasoned philosophers.

Integrating Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics into Modern Ethical

Discussions

One of the remarkable aspects of Ostwald’s translation is how it facilitates the application of Aristotelian
ethics to contemporary issues. Whether in business ethics, personal development, or education, Ostwald’s

clear presentation of virtue ethics offers a framework that resonates today.

Virtue Ethics in Everyday Life

Through Ostwald’s work, readers can better understand how virtues are cultivated through habitual
practice and reflection. This insight is invaluable for anyone seeking to improve character, make ethical

decisions, or foster moral communities.

Educational Use

Many philosophy courses adopt Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics because it supports deep engagement with

Aristotle’s ideas. Teachers find that students respond well to the accessible language paired with rigorous



content, making complex ethical theories more approachable.

Exploring Critical Perspectives and Discussions

While Ostwald’s translation is praised for its clarity and accuracy, it also invites critical discussion about
interpretation choices. Philosophers often debate how certain Greek terms should be rendered or how

Aristotle’s ideas align with modern ethical theories.

Engaging with these critiques enriches the study of Nicomachean Ethics and illustrates the living nature of

philosophical inquiry.

Example: The Translation of Eudaimonia

Different translators interpret *eudaimonia* variously as “happiness,” “flourishing,” or “well-being.”
Ostwald’s nuanced approach acknowledges this complexity, encouraging readers to think beyond a simple

definition and consider the fuller Aristotelian context.

The Role of Cultural Context

Ostwald’s translation also opens up questions about how ancient Greek values intersect with modern
perspectives. This invites reflection on how ethics evolves while remaining grounded in enduring human

concerns.

Tips for Reading Nicomachean Ethics Martin Ostwald

To get the most out of Ostwald’s translation, consider these approaches:

1. Read Slowly and Reflectively: Aristotle’s ideas unfold gradually, so take time to ponder each section.
2. Use Supplementary Materials: Commentaries and philosophical guides can clarify difficult concepts.

3. Discuss with Others: Engaging in conversation deepens understanding and reveals multiple

interpretations.

4. Apply to Real-Life Scenarios: Try relating Aristotle’s virtues and concepts to your own experiences.



These strategies transform reading into an active learning process aligned with Aristotle’s emphasis on

practical wisdom.

Martin Ostwald’s translation of Nicomachean Ethics is more than a simple rendering of an ancient text—it is
a bridge connecting classical philosophy to modern minds. By offering clarity, precision, and thoughtful
interpretation, Ostwald enables readers to explore Aristotle’s timeless insights into virtue, happiness, and
moral reasoning with renewed enthusiasm and understanding. Whether you are a student, teacher, or
lifelong learner, engaging with Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics is a rewarding journey into the heart of

ethical thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Martin Ostwald in relation to Nicomachean Ethics?

Martin Ostwald was a classical scholar and translator known for his influential English translation and

commentary on Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics.

‘What is unique about Martin Ostwald's translation of Nicomachean
Ethics?

Ostwald's translation is noted for its clarity, accuracy, and accessibility, making Aristotle's complex ethical

ideas more understandable for modern readers.

How does Martin Ostwald interpret Aristotle's concept of virtue in

Nicomachean Ethics?

Ostwald emphasizes Aristotle's view of virtue as a mean between extremes, highlighting the practical and

character-based nature of ethical behavior.

‘What contributions did Martin Ostwald make to the study of

Nicomachean Ethics?

Ostwald provided a well-regarded English translation, extensive introductions, and scholarly commentary

that have helped students and scholars engage deeply with Aristotle's ethical philosophy.



Is Martin Ostwald's Nicomachean Ethics translation suitable for
beginners?

Yes, Ostwald's translation is often recommended for beginners due to its clear language and helpful

explanatory notes.

How does Martin Ostwald handle the original Greek terms in

Nicomachean Ethics?

Ostwald carefully translates key Greek terms, often providing explanations and footnotes to preserve the

nuances of Aristotle's original text.

What editions of Nicomachean Ethics include Martin Ostwald's work?

Martin Ostwald's translation and commentary are commonly found in editions published by Hackett

Publishing Company and other academic presses.

How has Martin Ostwald's work influenced contemporary understanding
of Nicomachean Ethics?

His translation and analysis have made Aristotle's ethical theories more accessible, influencing both teaching

and scholarship in philosophy.

Where can I find Martin Ostwald's translation of Nicomachean Ethics?

Ostwald's translation is available in bookstores, online retailers, and academic libraries, often under titles like

'Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics' published by Hackett.

Does Martin Ostwald provide commentary alongside his translation of

Nicomachean Ethics?

Yes, his editions typically include detailed introductions and commentary that explain the context,

philosophy, and relevance of Aristotle's work.

Additional Resources

Nicomachean Ethics Martin Ostwald: A Critical Exploration of Aristotle’s Ethical Masterpiece

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald represents a significant scholarly engagement with one of philosophy’s

most enduring texts. Martin Ostwald’s translation and commentary on Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics



provide readers with a nuanced and accessible entry into the complexities of Aristotelian ethics. This article
delves into Ostwald’s contributions, examining how his work shapes contemporary understanding of

Aristotle’s ethical framework while highlighting the translation’s unique features and critical reception.

The Context and Importance of Nicomachean Ethics

Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics remains a cornerstone of Western moral philosophy, offering profound
insights into human virtue, happiness (eudaimonia), and the good life. Written in the 4th century BCE, the
text investigates the nature of ethical virtue and practical wisdom, emphasizing the role of habituation and
rationality in moral development. Over centuries, the Nicomachean Ethics has inspired countless
interpretations and translations, each bringing new perspectives to Aristotle’s dense and often elliptical

prose.

In this tradition, Martin Ostwald’s translation stands out as a pivotal modern rendition. His work is
frequently cited in academic circles for its clarity and fidelity to the original Greek, balancing scholarly
rigor with readability. Ostwald’s edition often serves both as a teaching tool and a reference for researchers,

making it central to contemporary Aristotelian scholarship.

Martin Ostwald’s Approach to Translating Nicomachean Ethics

Ostwald’s translation of Nicomachean Ethics is characterized by a meticulous effort to preserve Aristotle’s
conceptual integrity while rendering the text intelligible to modern readers. Unlike some earlier
translations that either overly simplify or obscure Aristotle’s meaning, Ostwald strikes a middle ground that

respects the philosophical density without alienating non-specialists.

Fidelity to the Original Greek

One of the hallmarks of Ostwald’s work is his commitment to the original Greek terminology. Key
Aristotelian concepts such as "arete" (virtue or excellence), "phronesis" (practical wisdom), and "eudaimonia”
(flourishing or happiness) are carefully preserved and contextualized. Ostwald often supplements the
translation with explanatory footnotes that clarify nuances lost in translation. This feature is particularly
valuable for readers unfamiliar with ancient Greek philosophy, enabling a deeper engagement with the

text.



Clarity and Accessibility

While maintaining philosophical accuracy, Ostwald adapts Aristotle’s sometimes convoluted sentence
structures into clearer English prose. His translation avoids archaic language, opting instead for
contemporary diction that facilitates comprehension. This approach has made the Nicomachean Ethics more
approachable for students and general readers, expanding its reach beyond academic philosophy

departments.

Comparative Analysis: Ostwald’s Translation vs. Other Versions

To appreciate Ostwald’s contribution fully, it is instructive to compare his translation with other prominent

versions, such as those by Terence Irwin, Joe Sachs, and Robert C. Bartlett.

¢ Terence Irwin: Known for a more philosophical commentary, Irwin’s translation emphasizes
interpretative analysis, sometimes at the expense of literal fidelity. Ostwald, in contrast, prioritizes a

balance between literal translation and clarity.

e Joe Sachs: Sachs offers a very literal translation aimed at readers with some prior knowledge of

Aristotle’s terminology. Ostwald’s version is comparatively more fluid, targeting a broader audience.
e Robert C. Bartlett: Bartlett’s recent translation combines scholarly precision with a readable style but

tends to include extensive interpretive footnotes. Ostwald’s notes are more succinct, focusing

narrowly on linguistic and conceptual clarity.

Each translation serves different purposes; however, Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics is often favored for

classroom settings due to its pedagogical balance.

Key Features of Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics

Martin Ostwald’s edition of Nicomachean Ethics incorporates several distinctive features that enhance its

utility:

1. Comprehensive Introduction: Ostwald provides an insightful introduction that situates Aristotle’s

ethics in historical and philosophical contexts, discussing major themes and interpretive challenges.



2. Glossary of Terms: Recognizing the difficulty of Aristotelian terminology, the translation includes a

glossary that helps readers navigate complex Greek concepts.

3. Annotation and Commentary: Selective footnotes and commentary elucidate difficult passages

without overwhelming the main text.

4. Structured Layout: The text is divided clearly into books and chapters, mirroring Aristotle’s original

organization and aiding systematic study.

These elements collectively render Ostwald’s translation a comprehensive resource for both newcomers

and seasoned scholars.

Strengths of Ostwald’s Translation

- Balanced readability and scholarly accuracy, making it suitable for diverse audiences.
- Clear exposition of difficult Greek philosophical terms.
- Thoughtful commentary that aids interpretation without imposing a singular philosophical viewpoint.

- Useful for academic courses in ethics, philosophy, and classics.

Limitations and Critiques

- Some critics argue that Ostwald’s conservative approach to translation may obscure certain interpretative
possibilities, favoring a more traditional reading of Aristotle.

- The relatively limited commentary might leave readers seeking in-depth philosophical analysis wanting
more.

- In comparison with more recent translations, Ostwald’s language, while clear, can sometimes feel slightly

dated.

Impact on Contemporary Aristotelian Scholarship

Martin Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics has influenced contemporary philosophical discourse by making
Aristotle’s ethics more accessible and better understood in Anglophone academia. The translation has
facilitated comparative ethical studies, enabling scholars to juxtapose Aristotelian virtue ethics with modern

ethical theories such as utilitarianism and deontology.

Moreover, Ostwald’s work has helped preserve the relevance of classical ethics in an age where



philosophical inquiry often gravitates towards analytic or postmodern paradigms. By bridging linguistic and
conceptual gaps, Ostwald’s translation ensures that Aristotle’s original ethical vision continues to inform

debates on moral character, practical reasoning, and the nature of the good life.

Applications in Modern Ethics and Education

In educational settings, Ostwald’s Nicomachean Ethics is frequently adopted for undergraduate courses in
philosophy and classical studies. Its approachable style allows students to engage closely with Aristotle’s
thought without being hindered by linguistic barriers.

In applied ethics, Ostwald’s translation supports discussions on virtue ethics as a viable alternative to rule-
based moral theories. The emphasis on character formation and practical wisdom resonates with

contemporary concerns about moral development and integrity in personal and professional contexts.

In sum, the significance of nicomachean ethics martin ostwald lies not only in its faithful rendering of
Aristotle’s text but also in its facilitation of ongoing scholarly and pedagogical engagement. Ostwald’s
translation remains a vital conduit through which Aristotle’s profound ethical insights continue to

enlighten modern readers and thinkers.

Nicomachean Ethics Martin Ostwald

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Nicomachean Ethics Aristotle, 1962

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Nicomachean Ethics Aristotle, 1962 Enduringly
profound treatise, whose lasting effect on Western philosophy continues to resonate. Aristotle
identifies the goal of life as happiness and discusses its attainment through the contemplation of
philosophic truth.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Action and Contemplation Robert C. Bartlett, Susan D.
Collins, 1999-08-27 European and North American scholars explore the political philosophy of
Aristotle, with particular attention to questions arising from the Politics and the Nicomachean
Ethics.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: The Nicomachean Ethics Aristotle, 2016-11-09
Previously published as Ethics, Aristotle's The Nicomachean Ethics addresses the question of how to
live well and originates the concept of cultivating a virtuous character as the basis of his ethical
system. Here Aristotle sets out to examine the nature of happiness, and argues that happiness
consists in 'activity of the soul in accordance with virtue', including moral virtues, such as courage,
generosity and justice, and intellectual virtues, such as knowledge, wisdom and insight. The Ethics
also discusses the nature of practical reasoning, the value and the objects of pleasure, the different
forms of friendship, and the relationship between individual virtue, society and the State. Aristotle's
work has had a profound and lasting influence on all subsequent Western thought about ethical
matters.


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/nicomachean-ethics-martin-ostwald.pdf

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: The Multidimensionality of Hermeneutic
Phenomenology Babette Babich, Dimitri Ginev, 2014-01-15 This book offers new reflections on the
life world, from both phenomenological and hermeneutic perspectives. It presents a prism for a new
philosophy of science and technology, especially including the social sciences but also the
environment as well as questions of ethics and philosophical aesthetics in addition to exploring the
themes of theology and religion. Inspired by the many contributions made by the philosopher Joseph
Kockelmans, this book examines the past, present and future prospects of hermeneutic
phenomenology. It raises key questions of truth and method as well as highlights both continental
and analytic traditions of philosophy. Contributors to The Multidimensionality of Hermeneutic
Phenomenology include leading scholars in the field as well as new voices representing analytic
philosophers of science, hermeneutic and phenomenological philosophers of science, scholars of
comparative literature, theorists of environmental studies, specialists in phenomenological ethics
and experts in classical hermeneutics.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Nicomachean Ethics ANONIMO, Martin Ostwald,
2000-11

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: The Philosophy and Psychology of Character and
Happiness Nancy E. Snow, Franco V. Trivigno, 2014-06-05 Since ancient times, character, virtue,
and happiness have been central to thinking about how to live well. Yet until recently, philosophers
have thought about these topics in an empirical vacuum. Taking up the general challenge of
situationism - that philosophers should pay attention to empirical psychology - this interdisciplinary
volume presents new essays from empirically informed perspectives by philosophers and
psychologists on western as well as eastern conceptions of character, virtue, and happiness, and
related issues such as personality, emotion and cognition, attitudes and automaticity. Researchers at
the top of their fields offer exciting work that expands the horizons of empirically informed research
on topics central to virtue ethics.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: George Washington Ethan M. Fishman, William D.
Pederson, Mark J. Rozell, 2001-09-30 There have been many serious abuses of presidential power in
recent decades, including Watergate, the Iran-Contra scandal, and the Lewinsky affair, subsequently
Americans have demonstrated renewed interest in discussing the relationship between character
and political leadership. Through an investigation of the life and career of George Washington, often
considered the exemplary moral president, the chapters offer a balanced scholarly contribution to
this analysis. Fishman, Pederson, Rozell, and their contributors examine the legacy of Washingtons
presidency. Leading political scientists and historians describe and evaluate the impact of
Washington's leadership on the institution of the presidency and on those who have since occupied
the Oval Office. In the contemporary era of almost endless speculation about the role of character in
presidential leadership, an analysis of Washington's character and the model he established is
especially germane. The chapters provide diverse interpretations of the value of understanding
Washington's leadership and the character of the modern presidency. Some of the scholars conclude
that Washington indeed laid the foundation for good character and strong leadership in the
presidency. Others take a more critical approach and see Washington, like many of his successors,
as a fallible human being who possessed both character strengths and weaknesses. The lasting value
of this analysis for political scientists, historians, and other students of the American presidency is
that it demonstrates the continued vibrant debate over Washington's authentic legacy to the office.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: The Philosophy of the Western Jennifer L. McMahon, B.
Steve Csaki, 2010-05-28 Essays about how stories of the Old West reflect—and affect—our beliefs
and values. The solitude of the lone rider, the loyalty of his horse, and the unspoken code of the
West—for many, Western movies embody America and its values, though the view of the country’s
history they present isn’t always accurate. In recent years, scholars had declared the genre dead,
but a steady resurgence of western themes in literature, film, and television has reestablished its
importance and influence. In The Philosophy of the Western, editors Jennifer L. McMahon and B.
Steve Csaki examine philosophical themes in the western genre. Investigating subjects of nature,



ethics, identity, gender, environmentalism, and animal rights, the essays in this volume draw from a
wide range of westerns including the more recent popular and critical successes Unforgiven, All the
Pretty Horses, 3:10 to Yuma, and No Country for Old Men, as well as literature and television serials
such as Deadwood. The Philosophy of the Western reveals the powerful role of the western in the
American psyche.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Democracy and the History of Political Thought
Stephen A. Block, Patrick N. Cain, Stephen Patrick Sims, 2021-06-23 This volume provides a fresh
perspective on current democratic theory and practice by recovering the rich evaluations of
democracy in the history of political thought. Each author addresses a single thinker’s reflections on
the virtues and defects of democracy and the relationship between democracy and other regimes.
Together, these essays explore the tensions within the democratic way of life that arise from an
attachment to equality, liberty, citizenship, law, and the divine. Above all, this work aims at
recovering a more complex understanding of democracy, connecting the perennial questions of
political philosophy to the perplexities and crises of modern democracy.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Democracy in Moderation Paul Carrese, 2016-04-15 A
rediscovery of Montesquieu's legacy in shaping America's complex political order including influence
on Washington's practical moderation.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: An Aristotelian Account of Induction Louis Groarke,
2009 Through a study of argument, science, art, and human intelligence, Louis Groarke explores and
builds on a line of Aristotelian thought that traces the origins of logic and knowledge to a mental
creativity that is able to leap to insightful and truthful conclusions on the basis of restricted
evidence. In an Aristotelian Account of Induction Groarke discusses the intellectual process through
which we access the first principles of human thought - the most basic concepts, The laws of logic,
The universal claims of science and metaphysics, And The deepest moral truths. Following Aristotle
and others, Groarke situates the first stirrings of human understanding in a creative capacity for
discernment that precedes knowledge, even logic. Relying on a new historical study of philosophical
theories of inductive reasoning from Aristotle To The twenty-first century, Groarke explains how
Aristotle offers a viable solution To The so-called problem of induction, while offering new
contributions to contemporary accounts of reasoning and argument and challenging the
conventional wisdom about induction. In recovering and developing philosophical ideas that have
been largely overlooked or misrepresented by more recent sources, An Aristotelian Account of
Induction makes a major contribution To The historical study of philosophy and to critical debate.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Just Price in the Markets Charles R. Geisst, 2023-08-22
A concise history of “just price,” from Aristotle to the present day The question of what constitutes a
fair price has been at the center of market interactions since the time of Aristotle. Should a seller
sell to the highest bidder, or is there some other standard, such as a morally defined price, to be
applied? Charles R. Geisst traces the ways that philosophers, religious leaders, and economists have
sought to answer that question, from antiquity through the modern era. Aristotle’s thinking on usury
influenced the idea of pricing well into the Renaissance. In his view, money was barren and should
not be used to beget more money. As trade became more extensive, the strictures placed on pricing
by Aristotelian thinking began to fall away, replaced by Roman and common-law conceptions of
value and interest. Geisst’s book follows the evolution of that thought—influenced along the way by
figures such as Copernicus, Fibonacci, Adam Smith, Marx, Cassel, and Keynes—and charts parallel
developments in European and Islamic notions of fair pricing. Today, pricing is seen as an economic
inevitability, dictated by the laws of supply and demand. But this has not always been the case. As
Geisst argues, the idea of a just price was once a moral concept, long before it was an economic one.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: New Perspectives on Distributive Justice Manuel
Knoll, Stephen Snyder, Nurdane Simsek, 2018-11-19 Distributive justice is one of the most discussed
topics in political philosophy. Focusing on the plurality of irreconcilable conceptions of social and
political justice, this book presents an array of new perspectives on the topic. Bringing together 30
original essays of well-established and young international scholars, the volume is essential reading



for anyone interested in social and political justice.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: The Hobbit and Philosophy Gregory Bassham, Eric
Bronson, 2012-09-18 A philosophical exploration of J.R.R. Tolkien's beloved classic—just in time for
the December 2012 release of Peter Jackson's new film adaptation, The Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit is one of the best-loved fantasy books of all time and the
enchanting prequel to The Lord of the Rings. With the help of some of history's great philosophers,
this book ponders a host of deep questions raised in this timeless tale, such as: Are adventures
simply nasty, disturbing, uncomfortable things that make you late for dinner, or are they exciting
and potentially life-changing events? What duties do friends have to one another? Should mercy be
extended even to those who deserve to die? Gives you new insights into The Hobbit's central
characters, including Bilbo Baggins, Gandalf, Gollum, and Thorin and their exploits, from the Shire
through Mirkwood to the Lonely Mountain Explores key questions about The Hobbit's story and
themes, including: Was the Arkenstone really Bilbo's to give? How should Smaug's treasure have
been distributed? Did Thorin leave his beautiful golden harp at Bag-End when he headed out into the
Wild? (If so, how much could we get for that on eBay?) Draws on the insights of some of the world's
deepest thinkers, from Confucius, Plato, and Aristotle to Immanuel Kant, William Blake, and
contemporary American philosopher Thomas Nagel From the happy halls of Elrond's Last Homely
House to Gollum's slimy island of rock, this is a must read for longtime Tolkien fans as well as those
discovering Bilbo Baggins and his adventures there and back again for the first time.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: The Voegelinian Revolution Lynda Lytle Holmstrom,
2017-09-08 Over the past half-century, Eric Voegelin has produced a demanding body of writing on
the philosophy of history and the history of political theory since antiquity. This is the first full-scale
treatment of his inquiry into the reality of man's political existence. It includes close readings of the
texts, with Voegelin's own comments on them interspersed, offering a thorough explication of the
philosopher's quest.Incorporating an Autobiographical Memoir prepared in collaboration with
Voegelin especially for the volume, Ellis Sandoz interweaves the events of this great thinker's life
with the philosophical inquiry to which that life has been devoted. Among the uniquely engaging
biographical subjects covered are Voegelin's reminiscences of his involvement with such seminal
minds as Max Weber, and with Karl Kraus, Hans Kelsen, and other lights of Vienna's intellectual
community of the 1920s and 1930s; a full discussion of his early responses to national socialism and
his escape from the Anschluss in 1938; and a summary of his early years in America, with particular
attention to the years at Louisiana State University with Cleanth Brooks, Robert Penn Warren, and
Robert Heilman.Carefully analyzing Voegelin's contribution to our understanding of ourselves,
Sandoz convincingly argues that Voegelin's achievement is revolutionary. He emphasizes the
common sense running through Voegelin's thought, and reveals how Voegelin reached a new
analysis of reality and provides us with a new science of human affairs. Sandoz does not reveal the
truth to end the quest for truth, but shows how such stop history answers are defective. Exploring
the meaning of that first truth as it has been intellectually and spiritually unraveled by one of our
century's leading thinkers, Voegelinian Revolution shows anyone interested in politics and human
affairs how to follow Voegelin's path. This book will be of interest to historians, political theorists,
students of philosophy and religion, and educated readers concerned about the plight of
American/Western civilization and looking for a new view on our current crisis.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Introduction to Christian Ethics Ellen Ott Marshall,
2018-10-30 All Christians read the Bible differently, pray differently, value their traditions
differently, and give different weight to individual and corporate judgment. These differences are
the basis of conflict. The question Christian ethics must answer, then, is, What does the good life
look like in the context of conflict? In this new introductory text, Ellen Ott Marshall uses the
inevitable reality of difference to center and organize her exploration of the system of Christian
morality. What can we learn from Jesus' creative use of conflict in situations that were especially
attuned to questions of power? What does the image of God look like when we are trying to
recognize the divine image within those with whom we are in conflict? How can we better explore



and understand the complicated work of reconciliation and justice? This innovative approach to
Christian ethics will benefit a new generation of students who wish to engage the perennial
questions of what constitutes a faithful Christian life and a just society.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: From Pluralist to Patriotic Politics Charles Blattberg,
2000-02-03 The moral and political philosophy of pluralism has become increasingly influential. To
pluralists, when values genuinely conflict we should aim to strike an appropriate balance or trade-off
between them, though this means accepting that compromise will be inevitable. Politics, as a result,
appears as a thoroughly tragic affair. Drawing on a 'hermeneutical' conception of interpretation, the
author develops an original account of practical reasoning, one which assumes that, though making
compromises in the face of conflicts is indeed often unavoidable, there are times when
reconciliation, as distinct from compromise, is feasible. For this to be so, however, citizens must
strive to converse - and not just negotiate - with each other, thus fulfilling the good that is at the
heart of their shared political community. This is the central message of the patriotic alternative to
pluralist politics that the author defends here.

nicomachean ethics martin ostwald: Feeling Our Feelings: What Philosophers Think
and People Know Eva Brann, 2008-10-01 A dazzling wealth of stimulating reflection and wise
insight. To read Feeling Our Feelings is to relive one's own early moments of intellectual awakening,
with the all the advantages of age and experience. Eva Brann proves to be a most steady and
enlightening guide on an inquiry into the relation between life and thought that few have pursued so
thoroughly.—Susan Shell, Department of Political Science, Boston College In Feeling Our Feelings,
Eva Brann considers what the great philosophers on the passions and feelings have thought and
written about them. She examines the relevant work of Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, Aquinas,
Descartes, Spinoza, Adam Smith, Hume, Kierkegaard, and Heidegger, and also includes a chapter on
contemporary studies on the brain. Feeling Our Feelings provides a comprehensive look at this
pervasive and elusive topic. 'Feeling our feelings' comes from the words a little boy called Zeke said
to me some thirty years ago when he was four. I was swinging him in a park in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and not doing it right. 'Swing me higher,' he said, 'T want to feel my feelings.' The
phrase stuck with me; you might say it festered in my mind; it agitated questions: Why do we all
want to feel our feelings, so generally that people 'not in touch' with them are thought to be in need
of therapy? What feeling was swinging high inducing? Was it an exultation of the body or an
exhilaration of the soul? When he wanted to be feeling his feelings, was there a difference between
the general feeling, the mere consciousness of being affected, and his particular feelings, the
distinguishable affects?—as, when you sing a song, there is a difference between the singing done
and the song sung—or is there? --Eva Brann, from her Preface
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