
mysticism and philosophical analysis
Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis: Exploring the Intersection of
Experience and Reason

mysticism and philosophical analysis might seem like two distinct realms at
first glance—one rooted in transcendent, often ineffable spiritual
experiences, and the other grounded in logical reasoning and critical
thought. Yet, when these fields intersect, they open up fascinating avenues
for understanding human consciousness, reality, and the nature of knowledge
itself. In this exploration, we’ll journey through how mysticism and
philosophical analysis complement and challenge each other, shedding light on
deep questions about existence, meaning, and the limits of human
understanding.

Understanding Mysticism: Beyond Ordinary
Perception

Mysticism broadly refers to direct, personal experiences of the divine,
ultimate reality, or profound unity that transcends ordinary sensory
perception and rational thought. Across cultures and religious traditions,
mystics report encounters with a reality that is ineffable—beyond words and
concepts. This experiential knowledge often emphasizes interconnectedness,
timelessness, and a dissolution of the individual self.

The Core Characteristics of Mystical Experience

Philosophers and psychologists studying mysticism often highlight several
recurring features:

Unity: A sense of oneness with all existence.

Timelessness: The experience feels outside of time, eternal and
immediate.

Ineffability: Difficulty or impossibility in communicating the
experience using language.

Transcendence: Going beyond ordinary physical and mental boundaries.

Noetic quality: The experience imparts a deep sense of truth or
knowledge.



These elements challenge the typical ways we acquire knowledge and push us to
consider alternative epistemologies—ways of knowing—that go beyond empirical
or purely rational methods.

Philosophical Analysis: A Rational Approach to
Mystical Claims

Philosophical analysis seeks clarity, coherence, and logical consistency in
our beliefs and experiences. When applied to mysticism, it involves
critically examining mystical claims, exploring their meanings, and assessing
their implications for metaphysics, epistemology, and the philosophy of mind.

How Philosophy Engages with Mysticism

Philosophers ask questions such as:

Can mystical experiences provide genuine knowledge about reality?

What is the nature of the “self” that mystics claim to transcend?

How do mystical insights relate to language and conceptual frameworks?

Are mystical experiences subjective, or do they point to an objective
reality?

By applying tools like logical analysis, phenomenology, and language theory,
philosophy helps to interpret mystical experiences without dismissing them
outright or accepting them uncritically.

Key Philosophical Figures and Mysticism

Many renowned philosophers have wrestled with mystical themes. For instance:

- **William James**, in *The Varieties of Religious Experience*, approached
mysticism pragmatically, emphasizing the personal significance and
psychological impact rather than doctrinal truth.
- **Immanuel Kant** distinguished between noumenal reality (things-in-
themselves) and phenomenal reality (things as we perceive them), suggesting
that mystical experiences might relate to the noumenal realm beyond human
cognition.
- **Martin Heidegger** explored existential ontology, which resonates with
the mystical emphasis on Being and presence beyond conceptualization.



These thinkers demonstrate how philosophical analysis can enrich our
understanding of mysticism’s profound claims.

The Intersection: Mysticism and Epistemology

One of the most intriguing dialogues between mysticism and philosophy occurs
in the field of epistemology—the study of knowledge. Mystical experiences
often assert knowledge gained through direct, non-discursive means, which
challenges traditional epistemic models based on evidence and argument.

Non-Propositional Knowledge and Mysticism

Philosophers distinguish between propositional knowledge (“knowing that”) and
non-propositional knowledge (“knowing how” or experiential knowledge).
Mystical insight tends to be non-propositional, characterized by an
immediate, intuitive understanding that defies straightforward articulation.

This raises questions:

- Can non-propositional knowledge be considered valid and reliable?
- How might mystical knowledge complement or conflict with scientific or
philosophical knowledge?

Some contemporary epistemologists argue for a pluralistic approach to
knowledge, recognizing the value of multiple epistemic sources, including
mystical experience, intuition, and reason.

Mysticism’s Challenge to Language and Logic

Language is inherently limited when attempting to capture mystical states.
Philosophical analysis helps clarify the paradoxical nature of mystical
discourse, which often employs metaphor, paradox, and apophatic (negative)
theology—defining by what cannot be said rather than what can.

This engagement encourages a nuanced understanding of how language shapes,
and sometimes constrains, our grasp of reality.

Mysticism and Philosophy of Mind: Consciousness
Explored

Mysticism’s focus on altered states of consciousness naturally intersects
with philosophy of mind, which investigates the nature of consciousness,



self-awareness, and subjective experience.

Altered States and the Self

Mystical experiences often involve a dissolution or transcendence of the ego,
prompting philosophers to ask:

- What is the “self” if it can vanish in such experiences?
- Are mystical states evidence of a fundamental, universal consciousness?

Philosophical analysis of these questions contributes to ongoing debates
about whether consciousness is purely brain-based or points to something more
fundamental.

Implications for Modern Science and Philosophy

Some contemporary thinkers integrate mysticism with cognitive science and
neurophilosophy, examining how brain states correspond to mystical
experiences. This interdisciplinary approach aims to bridge subjective
reports with objective measurements, enriching both scientific and
philosophical perspectives.

Practical Insights: Applying Mysticism and
Philosophical Analysis

Exploring mysticism through philosophical analysis isn’t just an academic
exercise—it can offer practical benefits for personal growth and worldview
development.

Encouraging Open-Mindedness: Philosophy urges critical reflection, while
mysticism invites openness to experiences beyond rational limits.

Enhancing Self-Awareness: Both disciplines promote deep introspection
and questioning of assumptions about the self and reality.

Fostering Dialogue: Bridging mysticism and philosophy cultivates
conversations across spirituality, science, and human experience.

For those curious about spirituality but wary of uncritical belief,
philosophical analysis offers tools to navigate mystical claims thoughtfully
and respectfully.



Final Reflections on the Dance Between
Mysticism and Reason

The relationship between mysticism and philosophical analysis is dynamic and
enriching. While mysticism opens doors to experiences that transcend ordinary
cognition, philosophy provides a structured framework to interpret and
understand those experiences. Together, they invite us to explore the
profound mysteries of existence with both wonder and rigor—a balance that can
deepen our appreciation for the rich tapestry of human consciousness and the
quest for meaning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the relationship between mysticism and
philosophical analysis?
Mysticism involves direct, experiential knowledge of ultimate reality or the
divine, often beyond rational explanation, while philosophical analysis
employs reason and logic to critically examine concepts, including mystical
experiences. The relationship lies in philosophy attempting to interpret,
clarify, and understand mystical claims within a rigorous framework.

Can philosophical analysis adequately explain
mystical experiences?
Philosophical analysis can provide frameworks to interpret mystical
experiences, such as phenomenology or epistemology, but it may struggle to
fully capture the ineffable and subjective nature of mysticism, which often
transcends conceptual language and rational explanation.

How do mysticism and philosophy differ in their
approaches to understanding reality?
Mysticism seeks intuitive, direct, and often non-discursive experiences of
ultimate reality, emphasizing transformation and transcendence. Philosophy
approaches understanding reality through critical reasoning, argumentation,
and conceptual clarification, aiming for logical coherence and empirical
support.

What role does language play in the study of
mysticism through philosophical analysis?
Language is a central challenge in studying mysticism philosophically because
mystical experiences are often described as ineffable or beyond words.



Philosophical analysis examines how language can express or fail to express
these experiences, exploring metaphor, paradox, and symbolic meaning to
bridge this gap.

Are there contemporary philosophers who integrate
mysticism into their analytical work?
Yes, contemporary philosophers like William James, Jean-Luc Marion, and Mark
Johnston have engaged with mysticism by incorporating insights from mystical
traditions into philosophical discourse, exploring themes such as
consciousness, transcendence, and the limits of rationality within analytic
or phenomenological frameworks.

Additional Resources
Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis: Exploring the Intersection of
Experience and Reason

mysticism and philosophical analysis represent two distinct yet intriguingly
interconnected approaches to understanding reality, consciousness, and the
nature of existence. While mysticism traditionally emphasizes direct, often
ineffable experiences of the divine or ultimate reality, philosophical
analysis relies on reason, logic, and conceptual clarity to unravel profound
questions about life and being. This article delves into the nuanced
relationship between these domains, examining how mysticism challenges and
enriches philosophical inquiry and how philosophical frameworks can
critically engage with mystical claims.

The Foundations of Mysticism and Philosophical
Analysis

At its core, mysticism is characterized by the pursuit of an immediate,
transformative encounter with a transcendent reality. Across cultures and
religious traditions, mystics report experiences that transcend ordinary
perception—states of unity, enlightenment, or divine presence. These
experiences often defy linguistic description, presenting a challenge for
rational interpretation.

In contrast, philosophical analysis prioritizes clarity, argumentation, and
systematic thought. Rooted in traditions from ancient Greece to contemporary
analytic philosophy, it seeks to clarify concepts, identify logical
structures, and evaluate claims through reasoned debate. Philosophical
analysis typically values propositions that can be articulated clearly and
subjected to critical scrutiny.

The fundamental difference lies in method and epistemology: mysticism values



experiential knowledge, often personal and subjective, whereas philosophical
analysis values propositional knowledge, objective and communicable. Yet,
this apparent dichotomy invites a closer investigation of how these
approaches may complement or conflict with one another.

Intersecting Perspectives: Mysticism within
Philosophical Frameworks

Philosophers throughout history have engaged with mystical ideas, sometimes
embracing, sometimes critiquing them. For example, Plotinus, a Neoplatonist
philosopher, integrated mystical experiences into a metaphysical system
centered on “The One,” highlighting the ascent of the soul toward unity.
Similarly, German philosopher Friedrich Schleiermacher regarded religious
feeling, akin to mysticism, as foundational to religious experience and thus
deserving of philosophical respect.

In analytic philosophy, figures like William James have analyzed mystical
experiences as psychological phenomena, emphasizing their pragmatic and
transformative effects without necessarily endorsing metaphysical claims.
Contemporary philosophy of religion often grapples with the epistemic status
of mystical experiences, debating whether they can serve as evidence for the
existence of the divine or ultimate reality.

This intersection reveals several key issues:

Epistemic Validity: Can mystical experiences provide genuine knowledge,
or are they merely subjective states?

Language and Ineffability: How can philosophers meaningfully discuss
experiences that are inherently beyond words?

Ontological Implications: What do mystical claims imply about the nature
of reality, and how do they align with metaphysical theories?

The Challenge of Ineffability in Philosophical
Discourse

One of the most significant hurdles in analyzing mysticism philosophically is
the concept of ineffability—the notion that mystical experiences transcend
ordinary language and conceptualization. Philosophers must grapple with how
to interpret or even approach claims that defy verbal expression.

Some propose that mystical experiences can be indirectly communicated through



metaphor, poetry, or symbolic language, while others argue that attempting to
translate such experiences into philosophical terms risks diluting or
misrepresenting their essence. This tension underscores the limits of
rational inquiry when confronted with subjective, non-discursive phenomena.

Mysticism as a Source of Philosophical Insight

Despite challenges, mysticism has historically inspired philosophical
innovation. By pushing the boundaries of experience and knowledge, mysticism
invites philosophers to reconsider assumptions about consciousness, reality,
and the self.

For instance, the concept of non-duality found in Eastern mystical traditions
has influenced contemporary debates in philosophy of mind and metaphysics,
questioning the strict separation between subject and object. Moreover,
mystical insights into interconnectedness resonate with ecological and
holistic philosophical perspectives.

Philosophical Critiques and Limitations of
Mysticism

From a critical standpoint, philosophical analysis often highlights potential
issues with mystical approaches:

Subjectivity and Verification: Mystical experiences are inherently1.
private, making external verification difficult or impossible. This
raises questions about their reliability as sources of knowledge.

Variability and Contradiction: Mystical experiences vary widely across2.
cultures and individuals, sometimes presenting conflicting descriptions
of ultimate reality.

Psychological Explanations: Philosophers and psychologists may interpret3.
mystical experiences as neuropsychological phenomena, potentially
reducing their metaphysical significance.

These critiques do not necessarily invalidate mysticism but invite a careful,
nuanced approach that balances respect for experiential depth with critical
scrutiny.



The Role of Phenomenology in Bridging Mysticism and
Philosophy

Phenomenology, a philosophical method focused on the structures of
experience, provides a promising avenue for engaging with mysticism. By
describing experiences as they present themselves to consciousness,
phenomenology allows for a systematic investigation of mystical states
without immediately reducing them to metaphysical claims.

Philosophers like Edmund Husserl and Maurice Merleau-Ponty have demonstrated
how phenomenological techniques can clarify the nature of subjective
experience, including those of a mystical character. This approach offers a
middle ground, respecting the immediacy of mysticism while maintaining
philosophical rigor.

Contemporary Relevance and Applications

In the modern intellectual landscape, the dialogue between mysticism and
philosophical analysis continues to evolve. Neuroscience and cognitive
science increasingly study mystical experiences, examining brain states
associated with meditation and other spiritual practices. This empirical
research complements philosophical inquiry by providing data on the
physiological correlates of mystical states.

Simultaneously, philosophical discussions address ethical and existential
questions raised by mysticism, such as the implications of unity
consciousness for concepts of selfhood and moral responsibility.

Moreover, the integration of mystical perspectives into secular mindfulness
and wellness movements reflects a growing interest in experiential approaches
to well-being, underscoring mysticism’s practical significance beyond purely
theoretical concerns.

Balancing Experience and Reason

Ultimately, the relationship between mysticism and philosophical analysis
exemplifies the broader tension between subjective experience and objective
reason. Neither domain alone suffices to capture the full complexity of human
existence. Philosophical analysis provides tools for clarity and critical
evaluation, while mysticism opens pathways to transformative insights that
challenge conventional paradigms.

By fostering a respectful, interdisciplinary dialogue, scholars and
practitioners can enrich both fields, enhancing our understanding of
consciousness, reality, and the human quest for meaning.



Mysticism And Philosophical Analysis

  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis Steven T. Katz,
1994-07-14 Mystical and religious experience are subjects which are constantly under investigation
by both the religiously sensitive and, in a more general way, by those interested in the phenomenon.
This comprehensive study by a group of distinguished American and British scholars sympathetically
and objectively deals with mystical experience in Christianity, Judaism, and Eastern religions.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Mysticism and Language Steven T. Katz, 1992 Taken
collectively, the original essays in this new collection make up the most important exploration of
mysticism and language to appear in many years. Written from diverse perspectives on a wide
variety of religious and mystical traditions, ranging from Judaism and Christianity to Zen Buddhism
and Hinduism, all the essays exhibit great erudition, a mastery of the original mystical sources, and
philosophical and hermeneutical sophistication. Further, all recognize the inadequacy of treating the
questions surrounding this subject a-contextually - outside of their historic, intellectual, and
sociological circumstances. As such, these studies deepen the on-going revisionist, contextualist
study of mysticism so powerfully and influentially inaugurated by two previous collections also
edited by Steven Katz, Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis and Mysticism and Religious Traditions.
Like its predecessors, the present collection includes work by some of the world's leading authorities
on mysticism, including Moshe Idel, William Alston, Bernard McGinn, Ewert Cousins, Bimal Matilal,
Carl Ernst, and Steven Katz. It is sure to become essential reading for everyone interested in
mysticism, as well as those who study religion, comparative religion, philosophy, and history.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Mystic Union Nelson Pike, 1992 What is it to
experience union with God? In this highly original and accessible book, one of our leading
philosophers of religion seeks to answer this question by analyzing the several states of mystic union
as they are described and explained in the classical primary literature of the Christian mystical
tradition.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Mysticism Jess Byron Hollenback, 1996 This
sweeping study of mysticism by Jess Hollenback considers the writings and experiences of a broad
range of traditional religious mystics, including Teresa of Avila, Black Elk, and Gopi Krishna. It also
makes use of a new category of sources that more traditional scholars have almost entirely ignored,
namely, the autobiographies and writings of contemporary clairvoyants, mediums, and out-of-body
travelers. This study contributes to the current debate about the contextuality of mysticism by
presenting evidence that not only are the mystic's interpretations of and responses to experiences
culturally and historically conditioned, but historical context and cultural environment decisively
shape both the perceptual and affective content of the mystic's experience as well. Hollenback also
explores the linkage between the mystic's practice of recollection and the onset of other unusual or
supernormal manifestations such as photisms, the ability to see auras, telepathic sensitivity,
clairvoyance, and out-of-body experiences. He demonstrates that these extraordinary phenomena
can actually deepen our understanding of mysticism in unexpected ways. A unique feature of this
book is its in-depth analysis of empowerment, an important phenomenon ignored by most scholars of
mysticism. Empowerment is a peculiar enhancement of the imagination, thoughts, and desires that
frequently accompanies mystical states of consciousness. Hollenback shows its cross-cultural
persistence, its role in constructing the perceptual and existential environments within which the
mystic dwells, and its linkage to the fundamental contextuality of mystical experience.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: St. Francis of Assisi and Nature Roger D. Sorrell,
1988-12-08 One of the best-loved saints of all time, Francis of Assisi is often depicted today as a kind
of proto-hippie or early environmentalist. This book, the most comprehensive study in English of
Francis's view of nature in the context of medieval tradition, debunks modern anachronistic
interpretations, arguing convincingly that Francis's ideas can only be understood in their
13th-century context. Through close analysis of Francis's writings, particularly the Canticle of the

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/mysticism-and-philosophical-analysis.pdf


Sun, Sorrell shows that many of Francis's beliefs concerning the proper relation of humanity to the
natural world have their antecedents in scripture and the medieval monastic orders, while other
ideas and practices--his nature mysticism, his concept of familial relationships with created things,
and his extension of chivalric conceptions to interactions with creatures--are entirely his own. Sorrell
insists, however, that only by seeing Francis in terms of the Western traditions from which he arose
can we appreciate the true originality of this extraordinary figure and the relevance of his thought to
modern religious and environmental concerns.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Mysticism , 2021-09-06 Although very different, and
coming from a range of academic backgrounds, the contributors are nevertheless united in their
attempts to understand more about mysticism, from a perspective that puts the human being in the
center.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Mysticism, Mind, Consciousness Robert K. C. Forman,
1999-06-03 In an exploration of mystical texts from ancient India and China to medieval Europe and
modern day America, Robert K. C. Forman, one of the leading voices in the study of mystical
experiences, argues that the various levels of mysticism may not be shaped by culture, language,
and background knowledge, but rather are a direct encounter with our very conscious core itself.
Mysticism, Mind, Consciousness focuses on first-hand accounts of two distinct types of mystical
experiences. Through examination of texts, recorded interviews, and courageous autobiographical
experiences, the author describes not only the well-known pure consciousness event but also a new,
hitherto uncharted dualistic mystical state. He provides a thorough and readable depiction of just
what mysticism feels like. These accounts, and the experiences to which they give voice, arise from
the heart of living practices and have substance and detail far beyond virtually any others in the
literature. The book also reexamines the philosophical issues that swirl around mysticism. In
addition to examining modern day constructivist views, Forman argues that the doctrines of Kant,
Husserl, and Brentano cannot be applied to mysticism. Instead he offers new philosophical insights,
based on the work of Chinese philosopher of mind Paramartha. The book concludes with an
examination of mind and consciousness, which shows that mysticism has a great deal to tell us about
human experience and the nature of human knowledge far beyond mysticism itself.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: The Scholarship on Spanish Mystical Literature
Gloria Maité Hernández, 2021-12-06 Gloria Maité Hernández offers an engaging critical review of
scholarly works on Spanish mystical literature during the twentieth and early twenty-first century in
Europe and the Americas. Bringing together for the first time an ample variety of sources, and
letting the scholars’ own voices be heard, this study asks how their writings were influenced by their
particular notions about mysticism and Spain’s relationship with the Orient. A thematic survey like
this one illustrates how ideas are created and re-created throughout time, resulting in the
production of a more diverse scholarship. Readers will be enriched with a renewed sense of
disciplinary awareness.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian
Mysticism Julia A. Lamm, 2017-02-06 The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism
brings together a team of leading international scholars to explore the origins, evolution, and
contemporary debates relating to Christian mystics, texts, and the movements they inspired.
Provides a comprehensive and engaging account of Christian mysticism, from its origins right up to
the present day Draws on the best of current scholarship by bringing together a collection of
newly-commissioned readings by leading scholars Considers examples of mysticism in both Eastern
and Western Christianity Offers a brilliant synthesis of the key figures and historical periods of
mysticism; its core themes, such as heresy, gender, or aesthetics; and its theoretical considerations,
including theological, literary, social scientific, and philosophical approaches Features chapters on
current debates such as neuroscience and mystical experience, and inter-religious dialogue
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Medjugorje and the Supernatural Daniel Maria
Klimek, 2018-03-01 In 1981, six young people in the village of Medjugorje, in what was then
Yugoslavia (now Bosnia-Herzegovina), reported that the Virgin Mary had appeared to them. The



Medjugorje visionaries say that Mary has returned every day since then, bringing them important
messages from heaven to convey to the world. Over the past three decades the Medjugorje
visionaries have been subjected to extensive medical, psychological, and scientific examination, even
while undergoing their visionary experiences. Daniel Klimek analyzes the scientific studies on the
visionaries in juxtaposition with the major scholars and debates surrounding religious experience,
and concludes that a multidisciplinary approach grants a more holistic and deeper understanding of
such extraordinary religious experiences.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: The Mystic Mind Jerome Kroll, Bernard Bachrach,
2006-06 Drawing on a database of over 1400 medieval holy persons and in-depth studies of
individual saints, this fascinating collaboration between a medieval historian and a professor of
psychiatry applies modern biological and psychological research to the lives of medieval mystics and
ascetics.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Aurobindo's Philosophy of Brahman Phillips,
2023-03-27
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: The Blackwell Companion to Modern Theology Gareth
Jones, 2008-04-15 In this major reference work, a team of the world's leading theologians provides a
powerful overview of modern theology Covers theology's relation to other disciplines, the history of
theology, major themes, key figures and contemporary issues Can be used as the basis for an
introductory course or as an essential reference source
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Sainthood and Revelatory Discourse David Emmanuel
Singh, 2003
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Zen and the Unspeakable God Jason N. Blum,
2015-09-21 Zen and the Unspeakable God reevaluates how we study mystical experience. Forsaking
the prescriptive epistemological box that has constrained the conversation for decades, ensuring
that methodology has overshadowed subject matter, Jason Blum proposes a new interpretive
approach—one that begins with a mystic’s own beliefs about the nature of mystical experience. Blum
brings this approach to bear on the experiential accounts of three mystical exemplars: Meister
Eckhart, Ibn al-ʿArabi, and Hui-neng. Through close readings of their texts, he uncovers the mystics’
own fundamental assumptions about transcendence and harnesses these as interpretive guides to
their experiences. The predominant theory-first path to interpretation has led to the
misunderstanding and misrepresentation of individual mystical experiences and fostered specious
conclusions about cross-cultural comparability among them. Blum’s hermeneutic invites the
scholarly community to begin thinking about mystical experience in a new way—through the
mystics’ eyes. Zen and the Unspeakable God offers a sampling of the provocative results of this
technique and an explanation of its implications for theories of consciousness and our contemporary
understanding of the nature of mystical experience.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Orientalism and Religion Richard King, 2013-04-03
Orientalism and Religion offers us a timely discussion of the implications of contemporary
post-colonial theory for the study of religion. Richard King examines the way in which notions such
as mysticism, religion, Hinduism and Buddhism are taken for granted. He shows us how religion
needs to be reinterpreted along the lines of cultural studies. Drawing on a variety of
post-structuralist and post-colonial thinkers, such as Foucault, Gadamer, Said, and Spivak, King
provides us with a challenging series of reflections on the nature of Religious Studies and Indology.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Teaching the Daode Jing Gary Delaney DeAngelis,
Warren G. Frisina, 2008-04-10 The Daode Jing, a highly enigmatic work rooted in ancient Chinese
cosmology, ontology, metaphysics, and moral thinking, is regularly offered to college and
high-school students in religion, philosophy, history, literature, Asian studies, and humanities
courses. As a result, an ever-expanding group of faculty with very different backgrounds and
training routinely confront the question: How should I teach the Daode Jing? Written for
non-specialists who may not have a background in ancient Chinese culture, the essays collected in
this volume provide up-to-date information on contemporary scholarship and classroom strategies



that have been successful in a variety of teaching environments. A classic text like the Daode Jing
generates debate among scholars and teachers who ask questions like: Should we capitalize on
popular interest in the Daode Jing in our classrooms? Which of the many translations and scholarly
approaches ought we to use? Is it appropriate to think of the Daode Jing as a religious text at all?
These and other controversies are addressed in this volume. Contributors are well-known scholars of
Daoism, including Livia Kohn, Norman Girardot, Robert Henricks, Russell Kirkland, Hans-Georg
Moeller, Hall Roth, and Michael LaFargue. In addition, there are essays by Eva Wong (Daoist
practitioner), David Hall (philosophy), Gary DeAngelis (mysticism), and a jointly written essay on
pedagogical strategies by Judith Berling, Geoffrey Foy, and John Thompson (Chinese religion).
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Zen and the Brain James H. Austin, 1999-06-04 A
neuroscientist and Zen practitioner interweaves the latest research on the brain with his personal
narrative of Zen. Aldous Huxley called humankind's basic trend toward spiritual growth the
perennial philosophy. In the view of James Austin, the trend implies a perennial
psychophysiology—because awakening, or enlightenment, occurs only when the human brain
undergoes substantial changes. What are the peak experiences of enlightenment? How could these
states profoundly enhance, and yet simplify, the workings of the brain? Zen and the Brain presents
the latest evidence. In this book Zen Buddhism becomes the opening wedge for an extraordinarily
wide-ranging exploration of consciousness. In order to understand which brain mechanisms produce
Zen states, one needs some understanding of the anatomy, physiology, and chemistry of the brain.
Austin, both a neurologist and a Zen practitioner, interweaves the most recent brain research with
the personal narrative of his Zen experiences. The science is both inclusive and rigorous; the Zen
sections are clear and evocative. Along the way, Austin examines such topics as similar states in
other disciplines and religions, sleep and dreams, mental illness, consciousness-altering drugs, and
the social consequences of the advanced stage of ongoing enlightenment.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: The Transcendental Philosophy of Franklin
Merrell-Wolff Ron Leonard, 1999-07-29 Provides a critical exposition of the philosophy of Franklin
Merrell-Wolff, a contemporary Western mystic.
  mysticism and philosophical analysis: Mysticism Winfried Corduan, 2009-07-01 Mysticism
is a controversial topic that all too frequently receives one-sided coverage. On the one hand there
are many enthusiasts who are willing to defend mysticism at almost any cost, including sacrificing
logical and theological integrity. On the other hand there are philosophers and theologians who see
mysticism as not much more than an evil to be stamped out. This book takes a careful look at the
philosophical and theological questions involved and attempts to locate a modest place for mysticism
within a genuine evangelical framework. Questions addressed in this book include such matters as:
Is mysticism a perennial philosophy that appears in different guises but is always the same
underneath? Can we argue for an objective reality behind all mystical experience? How can we
understand the fact that mystics talk about something that they say is beyond language? How has
mysticism shown up in various Christian traditions? Can we reconcile mysticism with the New
Testament? The conclusion of this book is based on an understanding of mysticism as an unmediated
link to an absolute. In that sense there is a form of mysticism taught in the New Testament, but it is
a mysticism that does not require ecstatic experience and does not constitute a separate source of
revelation. Nevertheless, this New Testament mysticism describes an integral part of biblical
spirituality.
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