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**[SA Arborist Study Guide: Your Path to Becoming a Certified Arborist**

isa arborist study guide is an essential resource for anyone aspiring to become a
certified arborist through the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA). Whether you’'re
a seasoned tree care professional or someone just beginning to explore the field, having a
structured study guide can make all the difference in passing the ISA certification exam.
This guide not only helps you understand the necessary knowledge areas but also offers
practical tips for effective preparation. Let’s dive into everything you need to know about
the ISA arborist study guide and how to best use it to advance your career in
arboriculture.

Understanding the ISA Arborist Certification

Before exploring the study guide, it’s important to understand what the ISA Certified
Arborist credential represents. The ISA certification is recognized worldwide as a
benchmark for professional arborists. It validates your expertise in tree biology, diagnosis,
maintenance, safety, and the ethical practices surrounding tree care.

Why the ISA Certification Matters

The certification is a mark of credibility that sets you apart in a competitive field.
Employers and clients alike look for ISA-certified arborists because it assures them that
the individual has met rigorous standards of knowledge and skill. Additionally,
certification can open doors to better job opportunities, higher pay, and professional
growth.

Who Should Use the ISA Arborist Study Guide?

The ISA arborist study guide is designed primarily for candidates preparing for the
Certified Arborist exam. However, it’s also valuable for tree care professionals looking to
refresh their knowledge or deepen their understanding of arboriculture principles.
Students, landscapers, and urban forestry enthusiasts may also find the guide useful for
educational purposes.

What Does the ISA Arborist Study Guide Cover?

The study guide covers a comprehensive range of topics, reflecting the breadth of
knowledge required to become a certified arborist. These topics align closely with the ISA
exam’s content outline, ensuring you focus on the most relevant areas.



Core Topics Explored in the Study Guide

- **Tree Biology and Identification:** Understanding tree anatomy, physiology, growth
patterns, and identifying common species.

- **Soil Science and Fertilization:** Learning about soil properties, nutrient cycles, and
best fertilization practices to support tree health.

- **Tree Installation and Establishment:** Proper planting techniques and early care to
ensure successful establishment.

- ¥**Pruning Techniques:** Different pruning methods, timing, and objectives to maintain
tree structure and safety.

- **Tree Risk Assessment:** Identifying potential hazards associated with trees and how to
manage them effectively.

- **Tree Protection and Preservation:** Strategies for protecting trees during construction
or adverse environmental conditions.

- **Pest and Disease Management:** Recognizing common tree pests and diseases and
understanding integrated pest management approaches.

- **Safety and Equipment Use:** Best practices for personal safety and the proper use of
arborist equipment.

How the Study Guide Aligns with the ISA Exam

The ISA arborist exam tests both theoretical knowledge and practical understanding. The
study guide breaks down these topics into digestible sections, often including sample
questions, diagrams, and real-world examples. This structured approach helps candidates
not only memorize facts but also apply concepts in field situations.

Tips for Using the ISA Arborist Study Guide
Effectively

Studying for the ISA Certified Arborist exam can seem overwhelming initially, but with the
right strategy, you can maximize your learning and confidence.

Create a Study Schedule

Consistency is key. Dedicate specific times each week to study different sections of the
guide. Breaking the material into manageable chunks prevents burnout and helps
reinforce learning.

Engage in Active Learning

Don’t just passively read through the material—take notes, highlight key points, and
summarize concepts in your own words. Active engagement improves retention and



understanding.

Utilize Practice Exams

Many ISA study guides include practice questions or sample exams. Treat these as real
tests to identify areas where you need more review. Over time, this will also improve your
test-taking skills.

Join Study Groups or Forums

Connecting with fellow arborist candidates can be incredibly helpful. Discussion forums
and study groups provide opportunities to clarify doubts, share resources, and motivate
each other.

Gain Hands-On Experience

Practical knowledge complements theoretical study. If possible, spend time working with
experienced arborists, attending workshops, or volunteering in tree care projects. Real-
world experience deepens your understanding of concepts covered in the study guide.

Additional Resources to Complement Your ISA
Arborist Study Guide

Relying solely on the study guide is not always enough. Supplement your preparation with
diverse resources to build a well-rounded skill set.

ISA’s Official Publications

The International Society of Arboriculture offers a range of books, technical bulletins, and
research papers that delve deeper into arboricultural science and best practices.

Online Courses and Webinars

Many organizations and universities provide online training tailored to arborists. These
can be especially useful for visual learners and those needing flexible study options.



Field Guides and Identification Tools

Carrying a tree identification field guide or using mobile apps helps reinforce species
recognition and familiarize you with local flora.

Safety Manuals and Equipment Guides

Given the physical nature of arboriculture work, understanding safety protocols and
equipment use is critical. Manuals and videos on climbing gear, chainsaws, and personal
protective equipment complement your study guide.

Common Challenges When Preparing with the ISA
Arborist Study Guide

While the study guide is comprehensive, candidates often face certain hurdles during
preparation. Recognizing these challenges early can help you overcome them.

Volume of Material

The sheer amount of information can be daunting. It’s important to pace yourself and
revisit difficult sections multiple times.

Technical Terminology

Arboriculture involves specialized language that may be unfamiliar. Creating your own
glossary or flashcards can aid in mastering terms.

Balancing Theory and Practice

Some candidates find it tricky to connect textbook knowledge with real-world scenarios.
Hands-on experience and case studies included in the guide help bridge this gap.

Time Management

Especially for working professionals, dedicating sufficient time to study requires discipline
and prioritization.



Staying Motivated on Your ISA Arborist Journey

Preparing for the ISA certification exam is a significant commitment, but remember that
every hour spent studying brings you closer to your goal.

Celebrate small victories such as mastering a challenging topic or completing a practice
test. Keep your career objectives in mind and visualize the professional doors the
certification will open. Surround yourself with supportive peers and mentors who
understand the importance of this achievement.

In the end, the ISA arborist study guide is more than a book—it’s a roadmap to growing
your expertise and thriving in the dynamic field of arboriculture. Embrace the learning
process, stay curious about trees and their care, and you’ll find the certification journey
both rewarding and enriching.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ISA Arborist Study Guide?

The ISA Arborist Study Guide is a comprehensive resource designed to help candidates
prepare for the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist exam by
covering essential arboriculture topics.

Where can I find the ISA Arborist Study Guide?

The ISA Arborist Study Guide can be purchased or accessed through the International
Society of Arboriculture's official website or through authorized distributors.

What topics are covered in the ISA Arborist Study
Guide?

The study guide covers topics such as tree biology, diagnosis and treatment, safety,
pruning, soil management, tree identification, and tree risk management.

Is the ISA Arborist Study Guide enough to pass the
exam?

While the study guide is an essential resource, it is recommended to supplement it with
practical experience, additional textbooks, and practice exams to increase your chances of
passing the ISA Certified Arborist exam.

How often is the ISA Arborist Study Guide updated?

The ISA periodically updates the study guide to reflect the latest industry standards,
research, and best practices, typically every few years or in line with exam content
updates.



Can I use the ISA Arborist Study Guide for other ISA
certifications?

The ISA Arborist Study Guide is specifically designed for the Certified Arborist exam, but
it may provide useful information for other ISA certifications, although those may require
additional or different study materials.

Are there online versions or courses based on the ISA
Arborist Study Guide?

Yes, there are online courses and digital versions of the ISA Arborist Study Guide available
through the ISA website and other educational platforms to facilitate remote study.

How should I best use the ISA Arborist Study Guide to
prepare for the exam?

To best use the guide, create a study schedule, focus on understanding key concepts, take
notes, complete practice questions, and combine reading with hands-on experience in
arboriculture.

Does the ISA Arborist Study Guide include practice
questions?

Yes, the study guide includes practice questions and review sections to help candidates
assess their knowledge and readiness for the exam.

Is there a recommended study timeline using the ISA
Arborist Study Guide?

A recommended study timeline is typically 3 to 6 months of consistent study, depending on
your prior knowledge and experience, allowing ample time to cover all topics and review
practice materials.

Additional Resources
ISA Arborist Study Guide: A Professional’s Path to Certification Success

isa arborist study guide materials serve as indispensable tools for individuals seeking to
achieve certification through the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA). As the
arboriculture industry continues to grow, the demand for certified arborists—professionals
skilled in the care and management of trees—has surged. The ISA certification is widely
recognized as a benchmark of expertise, ensuring that those who earn it meet rigorous
standards of knowledge and practical competence. Understanding the nuances of the ISA
arborist study guide is therefore crucial for candidates aiming to navigate the certification
process effectively.



Understanding the ISA Arborist Certification

Before delving into the specifics of the study guide itself, it’s important to appreciate what
the ISA Certified Arborist credential represents. Established to promote professional
standards, the certification validates an individual’s expertise in tree biology, diagnosis,
maintenance, safety, and management practices. Candidates are tested on a broad
spectrum of topics, ranging from soil science and pest management to pruning techniques
and tree risk assessment.

The certification exam is challenging by design, consisting of 200 multiple-choice
questions that cover practical knowledge and theoretical concepts. Passing this exam not
only enhances credibility but also often leads to better career opportunities in
arboriculture, urban forestry, and related fields.

Components of the ISA Arborist Study Guide

The ISA arborist study guide is typically a comprehensive resource that covers the core
areas required for exam success. It is commonly supplemented by the ISA’s official
publication, "The Best Management Practices Series," and the ISA Certified Arborist Study
Guide book. These resources collectively address the following critical domains:

Tree Biology and Identification

A foundational element in the study guide focuses on understanding tree anatomy,
physiology, and species identification. Candidates learn about photosynthesis, nutrient
transport, and growth patterns, which are essential for diagnosing tree health and
recommending appropriate care.

Tree Health Care and Pest Management

Effective arborists must be adept at identifying diseases and pests that threaten tree
health. The study guide emphasizes integrated pest management (IPM) strategies,
including biological, chemical, and cultural controls, alongside safety protocols for
pesticide application.

Soil Science and Fertilization

Since soil conditions directly affect tree vitality, the study guide includes sections on soil
properties, testing, and amendments. Candidates are trained to assess soil conditions and
recommend fertilization plans tailored to specific tree species and site conditions.



Pruning and Tree Maintenance

Proper pruning techniques not only enhance tree aesthetics but also promote health and
structural integrity. The study guide details best practices for pruning, timing, and
equipment use, ensuring candidates understand how to minimize risks and maximize
benefits.

Tree Risk Assessment and Safety

Safety is paramount in arboriculture. The study guide covers risk assessment
methodologies, recognizing hazardous tree conditions, and implementing safety standards
to protect both workers and the public during tree work.

Effective Strategies for Using the ISA Arborist
Study Guide

Preparing for the ISA Certified Arborist exam requires more than just reading the study
materials. Candidates benefit from a structured approach that integrates various learning
methods and resources.

Creating a Study Schedule

Given the breadth of material, a disciplined study schedule is essential. Candidates should
allocate several months for preparation, breaking down the guide into manageable
sections that correspond to the exam’s domains.

Utilizing Practice Exams

Practice tests are invaluable in familiarizing candidates with the exam format and question
types. Many study guides and online platforms offer mock exams that simulate real testing
conditions, helping to identify knowledge gaps and improve time management.

Engaging in Hands-On Experience

While theoretical knowledge is crucial, practical experience in arboriculture enhances
understanding and retention. Candidates who work in tree care or participate in field
workshops often find it easier to grasp complex concepts outlined in the study guide.



Joining Study Groups or Forums

Collaborative learning through study groups or online forums dedicated to ISA
certification can provide support, share insights, and clarify difficult topics. Discussing
real-world scenarios encourages deeper comprehension beyond textbook definitions.

Comparing ISA Study Guides and Supplementary
Materials

A range of study aids is available to aspiring arborists, varying in depth, format, and cost.
The official ISA Certified Arborist Study Guide is considered the gold standard, but
candidates often complement it with other materials such as:

¢ ISA Best Management Practices (BMP) Manuals: These publications focus on
specific aspects of arboriculture, such as pruning or tree risk management, offering
detailed guidelines.

e Third-Party Study Books and Online Courses: Providers like Tree Care Industry
Association (TCIA) offer preparatory courses and materials that cater to different
learning styles.

e Mobile Apps and Flashcards: Technology-driven tools facilitate on-the-go review
and reinforce vocabulary and concepts through repetition.

Each supplemental resource has its pros and cons. Official ISA materials guarantee
alignment with exam content but may be dense and highly technical. Third-party guides
sometimes provide simplified explanations or interactive elements but might not cover all
required topics comprehensively.

Challenges and Common Pitfalls in Using the ISA
Arborist Study Guide

Despite the availability of robust study materials, many candidates encounter obstacles
during preparation. One common challenge is the overwhelming volume of information.
The ISA arborist study guide covers a diverse array of subjects, requiring candidates to
maintain focus and avoid superficial study.

Another hurdle is the technical language and scientific detail embedded within the guide.
Without a background in biology or forestry, some concepts may appear daunting. This
underscores the importance of supplementary learning methods such as practical
experience or mentorship.



Additionally, time management remains a frequent pitfall. Candidates who underestimate
the exam'’s difficulty or delay study risk inadequate preparation, which can lead to exam
failure and the need for retaking the test.

Optimizing SEO with ISA Arborist Study Guide
Keywords

When researching or writing about the ISA arborist study guide, integrating related
keywords enhances search engine visibility. Relevant LSI keywords include “ISA Certified
Arborist exam preparation,” “arborist certification study materials,” “tree care exam
guide,” “ISA study tips,” and “arborist training resources.” Naturally weaving these terms
into content ensures that individuals seeking information on arborist certification can
easily discover valuable study advice.
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For example, phrases like “ISA Certified Arborist exam preparation strategies” or
“effective arborist certification study materials” can be incorporated alongside the central
term “ISA arborist study guide” to create a coherent and SEO-friendly narrative.

Final Thoughts on Navigating the ISA Arborist
Study Guide

The path to becoming an ISA Certified Arborist is demanding yet rewarding. The ISA
arborist study guide stands as a critical resource for candidates, encapsulating the
breadth and depth of knowledge necessary to excel on the certification exam. Those who
approach their studies with organization, practical engagement, and resourcefulness are
best positioned to succeed.

While no single guide guarantees passage, combining the ISA’s official materials with
hands-on experience and supplementary tools creates a robust preparation framework. As
the arboriculture profession advances, maintaining up-to-date expertise through continued
learning remains essential for certified arborists committed to tree health and safety.
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isa arborist study guide: ISA Arborist Certification Study Guide 2025-2026: All-In-One
ISA Certified Arborist Study Guide 2025 ISA Certified Arborist Exam Prep. Review & 550
ISA Certified Arborist Practice Test Questions Cassiopeia Hosna, 2025-03-06

isa arborist study guide: Certified Arborist Study Guide Shane Hunt, 2023-09-13 ALL IN ONE
CERTIFIED ARBORIST STUDY GUIDE EXAM PREP FOR 2023, 2024 and 2025 Includes OVER 540
Practice Test Questions. Prepare to climb higher in your arboriculture career with Mastering the
Canopy, the essential study guide meticulously crafted for those aspiring to become ISA Certified
Arborists. This comprehensive tome offers an in-depth journey through the multifaceted world of



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/isa-arborist-study-guide.pdf

tree care, from root to leaf tip, covering all you need to excel in the ISA Certified Arborist exam and
beyond. Inside, you'll delve into: Tree Biology: Understand the anatomical and physiological marvels
of tree life. Soil Management: Master the complex relationship between soil types, nutrients, and
tree health. Tree Identification and Selection: Get intimate with different tree species, their optimal
growth conditions, and how to properly select and plant them. Diagnosis and Plant Disorders: Learn
to identify and treat common diseases, insect issues, and environmental stresses affecting trees.
Tree Risk Assessment: Master the art of gauging tree risk factors and how to mitigate them.
Climbing and Working in Trees: Conquer techniques for safe and efficient climbing, including knots,
hitches, and climbing systems. Tree Preservation Plans: Discover the role of arborists in construction
projects, from pre-construction assessments to post-construction care. Cabling, Bracing, and Other
Support Systems: Acquaint yourself with the nuanced techniques and considerations in providing
mechanical support to trees. Designed by ISA Certified Arborist professionals, each chapter is
teeming with in-depth explanations, real-world scenarios, and thought-provoking multiple-choice
questions tailored to the ISA exam. This isn't merely a book; it's a ladder to your arborist dreams,
each rung a lesson strengthening your grasp on the subject. It not only prepares you for the exam
but also equips you with the practical wisdom to advance your career. The guide concludes with
uplifting encouragement and strategic test-taking tips, ensuring you approach the exam with
confidence and poise.

isa arborist study guide: Certified Arborist Exam Prep Mike L Turner, 2025-08-07 Are you
ready to become a Certified Arborist, or are you just hoping the exam will be easy? The Certified
Arborist Exam Prep is your comprehensive, high quality resource for mastering the knowledge and
skills needed to pass the ISA Certified Arborist Exam and launch or elevate your career in
professional tree care. Whether you're a tree care professional seeking certification or a newcomer
aiming to break into the industry, this book is designed to prepare you with both confidence and
competence. Covering all core domains tested on the Certified Arborist Exam including tree biology,
soil science, water management, pruning, diagnosis of pests and diseases, urban forestry, tree risk
assessment, safety practices, and tree protection during construction this guide offers an in-depth
yet accessible approach to arboriculture. Each chapter delivers clear explanations, practical
examples, and essential concepts aligned with ISA certification standards. What sets this guide apart
is its exam focused structure and 200 unique Certified Arborist practice questions with detailed
answer explanations. These practice tests are crafted to mimic the actual exam format and
complexity, helping you identify knowledge gaps, reinforce key topics, and test your readiness under
exam-like conditions. You'll also find actionable study tips, real-world scenarios, and insights into
ANSI standards (A300 and Z133) that govern industry best practices. Whether you're studying in the
field, at home, or on the go, this guide equips you with everything you need to succeed not just on
the test, but as a certified tree care professional. Key Features: * Covers 100% of ISA Certified
Arborist Exam domains ¢ 200 realistic practice questions with answer explanations * Practical,
real-world insights into arboriculture practices ¢ Clear coverage of ANSI A300 and Z133 safety and
pruning standards ¢ Ideal for self-study or structured training programs If you’'re serious about
passing the ISA Certified Arborist Exam and advancing your career, this book is your essential study
companion. Don’t just memorize facts understand the science and strategy behind responsible tree
care. Perfect for tree workers, climbers, consultants, municipal arborists, and landscape
professionals, the Certified Arborist Exam Prep ensures you are prepared, knowledgeable, and ready
to join the ranks of certified arboriculture experts making a difference across our urban and natural
landscapes. Invest in your future. Protect our trees. Start studying today.

isa arborist study guide: Arborist Certification Practice Exam Version A Bova Books, Bova
Books LLC, 2020-01-06 This books contains a full length practice exam for the ISA Certified Arborist
Exam. We focus on the topics exactly in line with the ISA exam outline to have you studying
efficiently and not wasting time. The 200 Practice Questions provide the appropriate distribution of
question topics and the representative difficulty so that you can simulate exam day. Each question
also includes a detailed solution indicating why the answer is correct. Prepare yourself for test day



by simulating the exam with the topics and difficulty you will see.

isa arborist study guide: Arborist Certification Practice Exams Bova Books LLC,
2020-03-05 This book contains two full length practice exams for the ISA Certified Arborist Exam.
We focus on the topics exactly in line with the ISA exam outline to have you studying efficiently and
not wasting time. The 400 Practice Questions provide the appropriate distribution of question topics
and the representative difficulty so that you can simulate exam day. Each question also includes a
detailed solution indicating why the answer is correct. Prepare yourself for test day by simulating
the exam with the topics and difficulty you will see.

isa arborist study guide: Arborist Certification Practice Exam Version B Bova Books LLC,
2020-03-05 This book contains a full length practice exam for the ISA Certified Arborist Exam. We
focus on the topics exactly in line with the ISA exam outline to have you studying efficiently and not
wasting time. The 200 Practice Questions provide the appropriate distribution of question topics and
the representative difficulty so that you can simulate exam day. Each question also includes a
detailed solution indicating why the answer is correct. Prepare yourself for test day by simulating
the exam with the topics and difficulty you will see.

isa arborist study guide: BCMA Guide for Exam Preparation Sharon J. Lilly, 2020-07-28

isa arborist study guide: Arborists' Certification Study Guide Sharon J. Lilly, 1993

isa arborist study guide: Arborists' certification study guide , 1999

isa arborist study guide: Arborists' Certification Study Guide Sharon J. Lilly, 1993

isa arborist study guide: Arborists' Certification Study Guide Sharon ]. Lilly, Corey
Bassett, James Komen, Lindsey Purcell, 2022-06

isa arborist study guide: Certified Arborist Study Guide 2023-2024 Mark Millerson, 2023-07

isa arborist study guide: Routledge Handbook of Urban Forestry Francesco Ferrini, Cecil C.
Konijnendijk van den Bosch, Alessio Fini, 2017-03-31 More than half the world's population now
lives in cities. Creating sustainable, healthy and aesthetic urban environments is therefore a major
policy goal and research agenda. This comprehensive handbook provides a global overview of the
state of the art and science of urban forestry. It describes the multiple roles and benefits of urban
green areas in general and the specific role of trees, including for issues such as air quality, human
well-being and stormwater management. It reviews the various stresses experienced by trees in
cities and tolerance mechanisms, as well as cultural techniques for either pre-conditioning or
alleviating stress after planting. It sets out sound planning, design, species selection, establishment
and management of urban trees. It shows that close interactions with the local urban communities
who benefit from trees are key to success. By drawing upon international state-of-art knowledge on
arboriculture and urban forestry, the book provides a definitive overview of the field and is an
essential reference text for students, researchers and practitioners.

isa arborist study guide: Arborist News , 2008

isa arborist study guide: The Wisconsin Arborist , 2008

isa arborist study guide: Urban and Community Forestry , 2003

isa arborist study guide: Tree Care Industry, 2003

isa arborist study guide: Journal of Arboriculture , 1996

isa arborist study guide: Urban and Community Forestry Accomplishments in ... Urban and
Community Forestry Program (U.S.), 2003

isa arborist study guide: Pirone's Tree Maintenance John R. Hartman, Thomas P. Pirone, Mary
Ann Sall, 2000-04-06 Praised by The New York Times as an indispensable guide for the homeowner
and the professional, Tree Maintenance has been the definitive source on maintenance of North
American landscape trees for over fifty years, an essential reference not only for arborists,
nurserymen, and landscape architects, but for all homeowners who want to keep their trees healthy
and pest free. The Seventh Edition, now named in honor of Dr. P. P. Pirone, who authored the first
five editions and co-authored the sixth, has been revised to reflect the enormous amount of new
information available since the last edition, including the latest techniques in selecting, planting, and
protecting trees. The authors explain how to evaluate the site (the soil, drainage, and exposure), how




to select the right tree for that location, and how to prune, fertilize, and spray for pests. There is an
extensive section on the diagnosis and control of tree pests and diseases, and on problems such as
construction damage, gas injury, sunscald, leaf scorch, and air pollution. While the general structure
of the sixth edition has been retained, there are several topics--notably hazardous trees and coping
with tree pests and diseases--that have received greater attention than in previous versions of the
book. The second half of the book comprises a systematic listing of the major landscape trees found
in North America, describing the specific pests and diseases that attack each species. Well
organized, clearly written, and beautifully illustrated with many new photographs, Pirone's Tree
Maintenance is an encyclopedic resource, the first place to turn for information on dogwoods and
elms, magnolias and redwoods, or any other tree growing in North America. Anyone serious about
gardening will want this book on their shelf.
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processes and improve safety, cybersecurity and efficiency in operations spanning multiple industry
segments

Home - ISA Connect ISA invites you to give back to the automation community in ways that
optimize your skills and respect your busy schedule. We have made it easier than ever to get
involved

About The International Society of Automation (ISA) ISA's consensus industry standards are
developed by thousands of automation professionals worldwide and focus on areas like safety,
security, batch control, enterprise integration, and

List of All ISA Standards by Topic Browse a full list of ISA standards, technical reports, and
recommended practices by topic

ISA-95 Standard: Enterprise-Control System Integration The International Society of
Automation (ISA) developed ISA-95 to create an abstract model for information exchange among
manufacturing control functions and business functions in an

ISA Certified Automation Professional (CAP) Program ISA CAP certification provides you with
a non-biased, third-party, objective assessment and confirmation of your skills and expertise as an
automation professional
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