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Growing Up Absurd: Understanding the Challenges of Modern Youth

growing up absurd is a phrase that resonates deeply when reflecting on the complexities and contradictions
faced by today’s younger generations. It captures the essence of navigating a world where traditional paths
to success and fulfillment seem increasingly unclear or even unattainable. This phenomenon isn’t just a
fleeting cultural observation; it highlights real psychological, social, and economic challenges that shape the
modern experience of youth.

In this article, we’ll explore what growing up absurd means in the contemporary context, why many
young people feel disconnected or disillusioned, and how society can better support them in finding
purpose and direction. We’ll delve into related concepts like societal expectations, existential angst, and the
impact of modern technology, providing insights and practical advice along the way.

What Does Growing Up Absurd Really Mean?

The phrase “growing up absurd” originally comes from the 1960 book by Paul Goodman, which critiqued
the way post-war American society failed its youth. Although rooted in a specific historical context, the
idea has since evolved to describe the broader experience of feeling out of place or out of sync with societal
norms during formative years.

At its core, growing up absurd refers to the sensation that the world’s rules are arbitrary, contradictory, or
nonsensical—making it difficult for young people to find meaning or direction. Whether it’s pressure to
conform, economic instability, or a pervasive sense of alienation, many youths struggle to reconcile their
personal desires with external expectations.

The Existential Roots of Growing Up Absurd

The absurdity of growing up often ties back to existential philosophy, notably the works of Albert Camus,
who described “the absurd” as the conflict between humans’ search for meaning and the universe’s
indifference. For young people today, this can manifest as tension between hopes for a fulfilling life and the
harsh realities they encounter, such as job scarcity, social inequities, or environmental crises.

This existential struggle is not just philosophical—it affects mental health, motivation, and decision-making.
Recognizing these underlying feelings is the first step toward addressing them constructively.



Why Do So Many Young People Feel This Way?

Several factors contribute to the experience of growing up absurd, many of which are amplified in today’s
fast-paced, hyper-connected world.

1. Economic Uncertainty and Job Market Challenges

The traditional promise of steady employment and upward mobility feels increasingly out of reach. Gig
economies, automation, and global competition create unstable career paths. For many, the dream of
“making it” through hard work seems absurd when faced with mounting student debt, inflated housing
markets, or precarious contracts.

2. Social Media and the Pressure to Perform

While social media offers connection, it also fosters comparison and unrealistic standards. Young people
often feel compelled to present perfect versions of themselves, which can lead to anxiety and a sense of
disconnection from their authentic identities.

3. Changing Social Norms and Expectations

Norms around relationships, education, and success are shifting rapidly. This fluidity can be liberating but
also confusing, making it harder for youths to find clear milestones or community validation.

How to Navigate the Absurdity of Growing Up

Despite these challenges, there are ways to find grounding and create meaningful paths through the
confusing landscape of modern youth.

Embrace Self-Exploration and Authenticity

Rather than conforming to external pressures, it helps to spend time understanding personal values and
passions. Journaling, therapy, or creative pursuits can facilitate this process, allowing individuals to craft
their own definitions of success and fulfillment.



Build Resilience Through Community

Connection remains crucial. Surrounding oneself with supportive peers, mentors, or groups who share
similar struggles can provide validation and reduce feelings of isolation. Community involvement also
offers opportunities to contribute positively, which counters the sense of absurdity.

Focus on Small, Meaningful Goals

When the big picture feels overwhelming or nonsensical, setting achievable, daily objectives can restore a
sense of control and progress. Whether it’s learning a new skill, volunteering, or improving health, these
steps build confidence and purpose.

Seek Professional Support When Needed

Mental health is a significant concern amid the pressures of growing up absurd. Counseling or therapy can
provide tools to manage anxiety, depression, or existential despair, helping individuals move forward with
clarity.

The Role of Society in Addressing the Absurdity

While individual efforts are vital, systemic change is equally important to alleviate the challenges of
growing up absurd.

Education Reform

Schools and universities can better prepare young people by focusing on critical thinking, emotional
intelligence, and real-world skills rather than rote learning. Encouraging creativity and adaptability equips
youths to navigate uncertainty more confidently.

Economic Policies That Support Youth

Implementing policies that improve job security, affordable housing, and access to healthcare can reduce the
economic hardships that fuel feelings of absurdity. Investing in youth entrepreneurship and innovation also
opens new avenues for meaningful participation.



Promoting Healthy Digital Environments

Encouraging responsible social media use and digital literacy can mitigate negative impacts on mental
health. Platforms should prioritize well-being features and foster communities that uplift rather than
undermine young users.

Reflecting on the Journey of Growing Up Absurd

Growing up absurd is not just about the frustrations and confusions of youth; it’s also about the unique
opportunities that arise when old certainties fall away. This phase challenges young people to question,
experiment, and ultimately define their own truths. In that sense, absurdity can be a catalyst for creativity,
resilience, and profound personal growth.

By acknowledging the realities of this experience and working collectively—individuals, communities, and
institutions—we can transform the narrative of growing up absurd from one of despair to one of discovery
and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Growing Up Absurd' by Paul Goodman?
The main theme of 'Growing Up Absurd' is the critique of societal structures and the challenges faced by
youth in finding meaningful roles within a conformist and bureaucratic society.

When was 'Growing Up Absurd' first published?
'Growing Up Absurd' was first published in 1960.

How does Paul Goodman describe the struggles of young people in
'Growing Up Absurd'?
Paul Goodman describes young people's struggles as a result of societal neglect, lack of meaningful work,
and alienation from traditional social institutions.

Why is 'Growing Up Absurd' considered influential in social criticism?
'Growing Up Absurd' is considered influential because it challenged post-war American values and
highlighted the disillusionment of youth, influencing the counterculture movements of the 1960s.



What solutions does Paul Goodman propose in 'Growing Up Absurd'?
Goodman proposes reforms in education, community engagement, and the creation of meaningful work
opportunities to help youth find purpose and avoid social alienation.

How does 'Growing Up Absurd' relate to the concept of alienation?
The book explores alienation as a key issue, showing how young people feel disconnected from society due
to unfulfilling jobs and rigid social norms.

Who is the target audience of 'Growing Up Absurd'?
The target audience includes policymakers, educators, sociologists, and young people concerned with social
issues and youth development.

What impact did 'Growing Up Absurd' have on the 1960s
counterculture?
The book inspired many in the 1960s counterculture by articulating dissatisfaction with conventional
society and encouraging alternative lifestyles and social reforms.

Are the issues raised in 'Growing Up Absurd' still relevant today?
Yes, issues like youth alienation, lack of meaningful employment, and societal disconnection remain
relevant in contemporary discussions about education and social policy.

How does Paul Goodman's writing style in 'Growing Up Absurd' affect its
message?
Goodman's clear, direct, and passionate writing style effectively communicates his critique of society and
engages readers emotionally and intellectually.

Additional Resources
Growing Up Absurd: An Analytical Exploration of Postwar Youth Alienation

growing up absurd is a phrase that resonates deeply within the discourse surrounding postwar American
society and the existential challenges faced by its youth. Originating from the seminal 1960 work by social
critic Paul Goodman, "Growing Up Absurd" critiques the socio-economic conditions that contributed to a
pervasive sense of disillusionment and purposelessness among young adults in mid-20th century America.
More than six decades later, the themes Goodman addressed remain relevant, inviting a contemporary



investigation into how societal structures continue to shape youth identity, opportunity, and meaning.

Understanding the Context of Growing Up Absurd

To appreciate the significance of growing up absurd, it is essential to contextualize the socio-historical
landscape of post-World War II America. The era was marked by rapid industrialization, suburban
expansion, and a burgeoning consumer culture. However, this prosperity was unevenly distributed, and
many young men and women found themselves disenchanted with the limited prospects and rigid
pathways prescribed by society.

Goodman argued that the traditional institutions—schools, workplaces, and families—failed to provide
meaningful engagement or a sense of purpose. This failure led to widespread alienation, manifesting in
various forms of rebellion, disengagement, or social withdrawal. His critique highlighted the disconnect
between societal expectations and the lived realities of youth, emphasizing the need for a more humane
and flexible social order.

The Core Themes of Growing Up Absurd

At its core, growing up absurd addresses several interlinked themes that continue to inform discussions
about youth and society:

Alienation and Disconnection: Goodman described how young people felt estranged from a society
that prioritized economic productivity over personal fulfillment.

Lack of Purposeful Work: The scarcity of meaningful employment opportunities contributed to a
sense of futility and frustration among the youth.

Critique of Institutional Structures: Educational and social institutions were seen as rigid and
incapable of nurturing individual growth.

Search for Authenticity: The youth's quest for authentic experience and self-expression often clashed
with societal norms.

These themes underscore the existential dilemmas that growing up absurd encapsulates, inviting ongoing
reflection on the relationship between individual agency and structural constraints.



Growing Up Absurd in Contemporary Society

While Goodman’s observations were grounded in the specific conditions of the 1950s and 60s, the
phenomenon of growing up absurd transcends its original context. Contemporary youth continue to
grapple with analogous challenges, albeit within a transformed socioeconomic landscape defined by
globalization, digital technology, and shifting labor markets.

Modern Manifestations of Youth Alienation

Today's young adults face a complex array of pressures, including precarious employment, student debt,
and the psychological impact of social media. The gig economy, for instance, offers flexible work but often
lacks stability and meaningful career progression. This mirrors Goodman’s critique regarding the lack of
purposeful work, as many youths find themselves in roles that feel transient or disconnected from their
aspirations.

Furthermore, mental health statistics reveal heightened levels of anxiety, depression, and loneliness among
younger demographics. According to the National Institute of Mental Health, nearly one in five adults in
the U.S. experiences a mental illness annually, with young people disproportionately affected. These data
points suggest that the underlying issues Goodman highlighted—alienation and disconnection—persist in
new forms.

The Role of Education and Institutional Response

Educational institutions today are under scrutiny for their ability to equip students not only with technical
skills but also with critical thinking and emotional resilience. The rise of alternative education models, such
as experiential learning, online platforms, and vocational training, reflects an attempt to address some of the
shortcomings Goodman identified.

However, challenges remain in ensuring equitable access and relevance. The traditional education-to-
employment pipeline often leaves many students feeling unprepared or disengaged, perpetuating cycles of
dissatisfaction and underemployment.

Comparative Perspectives: Then and Now

Comparing the mid-20th century context of growing up absurd with contemporary realities reveals both
continuities and divergences.



Economic Stability: Postwar America experienced a period of economic growth and job security,
whereas today’s economy is marked by volatility and inequality.

Technological Impact: The digital revolution has transformed communication and work but also
introduced new challenges related to attention, privacy, and social comparison.

Social Mobility: While social mobility was a hallmark of the postwar period, current data suggest that
upward mobility has stagnated for many young people.

Cultural Expectations: The pressure to conform to predefined life trajectories has shifted toward a
more fluid, yet often more uncertain, landscape of identity and career choices.

These comparisons highlight how growing up absurd remains a useful framework for understanding the
evolving dynamics of youth experience.

Pros and Cons of Modern Youth Experience Through the Lens of
Growing Up Absurd

Evaluating the modern youth condition through Goodman’s lens reveals a nuanced picture:

Pros:1.

Greater access to information and global perspectives.

Increased opportunities for self-expression and identity exploration.

Emergence of social movements advocating for mental health and equity.

Cons:2.

Persistent economic insecurities and job market precarity.

Heightened social isolation exacerbated by digital environments.

Educational systems struggling to adapt to rapidly changing societal needs.



Such an analysis underscores the complexity of growing up absurd as a lived reality, simultaneously shaped
by progress and persistent challenges.

Implications for Policy and Society

Addressing the conditions that foster a sense of absurdity in youth requires multi-faceted approaches
involving education reform, labor market innovation, and mental health support. Policymakers and social
institutions must recognize the interplay between structural factors and individual well-being.

Initiatives that promote meaningful work experiences, such as apprenticeships and community
engagement programs, may help bridge the gap between education and employment. Additionally,
integrating mental health resources within schools and workplaces can mitigate the psychological toll of
alienation.

Ultimately, growing up absurd invites a broader societal reflection on the values and systems that shape the
transition from adolescence to adulthood.

The exploration of growing up absurd, both historically and in contemporary terms, reveals enduring
questions about how societies nurture their youth. As the world continues to evolve, so too must the
frameworks that support young people in finding purpose and connection within an often bewildering
social landscape.

Growing Up Absurd

  growing up absurd: Growing Up Absurd Paul Goodman, 2011-12-13 Paul Goodman’s Growing
Up Absurd was a runaway best seller when it was first published in 1960, and it became one of the
defining texts of the New Left. Goodman was a writer and thinker who broke every mold and did it
brilliantly—he was a novelist, poet, and a social theorist, among a host of other things—and the
book’s surprise success established him as one of America’s most unusual and trenchant critics,
combining vast learning, an astute mind, utopian sympathies, and a wonderfully hands-on way with
words. For Goodman, the unhappiness of young people was a concentrated form of the unhappiness
of American society as a whole, run by corporations that provide employment (if and when they do)
but not the kind of meaningful work that engages body and soul. Goodman saw the young as the first
casualties of a humanly repressive social and economic system and, as such, the front line of
potential resistance. Noam Chomsky has said, “Paul Goodman’s impact is all about us,” and certainly
it can be felt in the powerful localism of today’s renascent left. A classic of anarchist thought,
Growing Up Absurd not only offers a penetrating indictment of the human costs of corporate
capitalism but points the way forward. It is a tale of yesterday’s youth that speaks directly to our
common future.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/growing-up-absurd.pdf


  growing up absurd: Growing Up Absurd Paul Goodman, 1956
  growing up absurd: Growing Up Absurd Paul Goodman, 1960
  growing up absurd: Lost In Place Mark Salzman, 2011-12-14 From the author of Iron & Silk
comes a charming and frequently uproarious account of an American adolescence in the age of
Bruce Lee, Ozzy Osborne, and Kung Fu. As Salzman recalls coming of age with one foot in
Connecticut and the other in China (he wanted to become a wandering Zen monk), he tells the story
of a teenager trying to attain enlightenment before he's learned to drive.
  growing up absurd: Growing Up Absurd , 1956
  growing up absurd: Paul Goodman, Growing Up Absurd ... John Jacob Enck, Harry Levin, 1960
  growing up absurd: Vance Packard and American Social Criticism Daniel Horowitz,
2000-11-09 Vance Packard's bestselling books--Hidden Persuaders (1957), Status Seekers (1959),
and Waste Makers (1960)--taught the generation that came of age in the late 1950s and early 1960s
about the dangers posed by advertising, social climbing, and planned obsolescence. Like Betty
Friedan and William H. Whyte, Jr., Packard (1914- ) was a journalist who played an important role in
the nation's transition from the largely complacent 1950s to the tumultuous 1960s. He was also one
of the first social critics to benefit from and foster the newly energized social and political
consciousness of this period. Based in part on interviews with Packard, Daniel Horowitz's
intellectual biography focuses on the period during which Packard left magazine writing to author
his most famous works of social criticism. Horowitz traces the influence of Packard's education and
early years in rural Pennsylvania, providing a deeper understanding of his thought and his later
books. Packard's life, Horowitz contends, illuminates the dilemmas of a freelance social critic
without inherited wealth or academic affiliation. His career also expands our understanding of how
one era shaped the next, underscoring how the adversarial 1960s drew on the mass culture of the
previous decade. Originally published in 1994. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press
Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again books from our
distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from
the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and
cultural value.
  growing up absurd: Growing Up Postmodern Ronald Strickland, 2002 This collection takes its
inspiration from Paul Goodman's Growing Up Absurd, a landmark critique of American culture at the
end of the 1950s. Goodman called for a revival of social investment in urban planning, public
welfare, workplace democracy, free speech, racial harmony, sexual freedom, popular culture, and
education to produce a society that could inspire young people, and an adult society worth joining.
In postmodernity, Goodman's enlightenment-era vision of social progress has been judged obsolete.
For many postmodern critics, subjectivity is formed and expressed not through social investment,
but through consumption; the freedom to consume has replaced political empowerment. But the
power to consume is distributed very unevenly, and even for the affluent it never fulfills the desire
produced by the advertising industry. The contributors to this volume focus on adverse social
conditions that confront young people in postmodernity, such as the relentless pressure to consume,
social dis-investment in education, harsh responses to youth crime, and the continuing climate of
intolerance that falls heavily on the young. In essays on education, youth crime, counseling, protest
movements, fiction, identity-formation and popular culture, the contributors look for moments of
resistance to the subsumption of youth culture under the logic of global capitalism.
  growing up absurd: Christian Critics Eugene McCarraher, 2000 While all supported
movements for the rights of labor, racial minorities, and women, some endorsed the
military-industrial order that established the professional-managerial class as a dominant national
force, while others favored a decentralized political economy of worker self-management. At the
same time, McCarraher recasts the debate about the therapeutic ethic by tracing a shift, not from
religion to therapy, but from religious to secular conceptions of selfhood.
  growing up absurd: 1960 Al Filreis, 2021-10-26 In 1960, when World War II might seem to
have been receding into history, a number of artists and writers instead turned back to it. They



chose to confront the unprecedented horror and mass killing of the war, searching for new creative
and political possibilities after the conservatism of the 1950s in the long shadow of genocide. Al
Filreis recasts 1960 as a turning point to offer a groundbreaking account of postwar culture. He
examines an eclectic group of artistic, literary, and intellectual figures who strove to create a new
language to reckon with the trauma of World War II and to imagine a new world. Filreis reflects on
the belatedness of this response to the war and the Holocaust and shows how key works linked the
legacies of fascism and antisemitism with American racism. In grappling with the memory of the
war, he demonstrates, artists reclaimed the radical elements of modernism and brought forth
original ideas about testimony to traumatic history. 1960 interweaves the lives and works of figures
across high and popular culture—including Chinua Achebe, Hannah Arendt, James Baldwin, Amiri
Baraka, Paul Celan, John Coltrane, Frantz Fanon, Roberto Rossellini, Muriel Rukeyser, Rod Serling,
and Louis Zukofsky—and considers art forms spanning poetry, fiction, memoir, film, painting,
sculpture, teleplays, musical theater, and jazz. A deeply interdisciplinary cultural, literary, and
intellectual history, this book also offers fresh perspective on the beginning of the 1960s.
  growing up absurd: Challenging Social Injustice Russell L. Ensign, Louis Patsouras, 1993
  growing up absurd: Radical Education (RLE Edu K) Robin Barrow, 2012-05-16 This volume
is a comprehensive critique of the radical tradition in educational theory. It traces the development
of the key ideas in radical literature from Rousseau to the present day. Two opening chapters set
Rousseau’s educational views and arguments in their political perspective, and subject them to an
extended critical treatment. Subsequent chapters provide detailed analyses and examination of the
ideas of A S Neill, Paul Goodman, Ivan Illich and Everett Reimer, Charles Weingartner and Neil
Postman. Each author is treated separately but certain common themes and ideas are extracted and
considered without reference to any particular author. Amongst others, the concepts of nature,
learning, hidden curriculum and the relativity of knowledge are examined; at the same time broader
arguments about the degree and nature of freedom that should be provided to children, deschooling
and assessment are pursued.
  growing up absurd: Putting Popular Music in Its Place Charles Hamm, 1995-04-27 Essays on
the context of popular music and its interrelationships with politics and ideology.
  growing up absurd: Encyclopedia of Educational Theory and Philosophy D. C. Phillips,
2014-05-19 Education is a field sometimes beset by theories-of-the-day and with easy panaceas that
overpromise the degree to which they can alleviate pressing educational problems. The two-volume
Encyclopedia of Educational Theory and Philosophy introduces readers to theories that have stood
the test of time and those that have provided the historical foundation for the best of contemporary
educational theory and practice. Drawing together a team of international scholars, this invaluable
reference examines the global landscape of all the key theories and the theorists behind them and
presents them in the context needed to understand their strengths and weaknesses. In addition to
interpretations of long-established theories, this work offers essays on cutting-edge research and
concise, to-the-point definitions of key concepts, ideas, schools, and figures. Features: Over 300
signed entries by trusted experts in the field are organized into two volumes and overseen by a
distinguished general editor and an international editorial board. Entries are followed by cross
references and further reading suggestions. A Reader’s Guide groups entries thematically The
Reader’s Guide, detailed index, and cross references combine for strong search-and-browse
capabilities in the electronic version. Available in a choice of print or electronic formats,
Encyclopedia of Educational Theory and Philosophy is an ideal reference for anyone interested in the
roots of contemporary educational theory. Key Themes: Aims of Education Classic Premodern
Philosophers, Theories, and Theorists Curriculum Educational Research, Evaluation, and Testing
Equity, Rights, Social Stratification, and Citizenship Higher Education Learners, Learning, and
Teaching Liberal Education Moral, Religious, Spiritual, and Social/Cultural Values Multiculturalism
and Special Populations Organization of Schooling Philosophy of Science, Sociology of Science, and
Epistemology Philosophy of Education: Feminist Perspectives Philosophy of Education: Nonwestern
Traditions Philosophy of Education: The Analytic Tradition Philosophy of Education: The Continental



Traditions Philosophy of Education: The Political Theory Tradition Philosophy of Education: The
Pragmatic Tradition Progressive Education Psychological Orientation in Educational Theory Social
Sciences Orientation in Educational Theory
  growing up absurd: The A to Z of the Kennedy-Johnson Era Richard Dean Burns, Joseph M.
Siracusa, 2009-09-21 In the history of the United States, few periods could more justly be regarded
as the best and worst of times than the Kennedy-Johnson era. The arrival of John F. Kennedy in the
White House in 1961 unleashed an unprecedented wave of hope and optimism in a large segment of
the population; a wave that would come crashing down when he was assassinated only a few years
later. His successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, enjoyed less popularity, but he was one of the most
experienced and skilled presidents the country had ever seen, and he promised a Great Society to
rival Kennedy's New Frontier. Both presidents were dogged by foreign policy disasters: Kennedy by
the Bay of Pigs fiasco, although he came out ahead on the Cuban missile crisis, and Johnson from the
backlash of the Vietnam War. The 1960s witnessed unprecedented progress toward racial and sexual
equality, but it also played host to race and urban riots. And while impressive advances in the
sciences and arts were fueling the American imagination, the counterculture rejected it all. The A to
Z of the Kennedy-Johnson Era relates these events and provides extensive political, economic, and
social background on this era through a detailed chronology, an introduction, appendixes, a
bibliography, and several hundred cross-referenced dictionary entries on important persons, events,
institutions, policies, and issues.
  growing up absurd: Encyclopedia of Educational Reform and Dissent Thomas C. Hunt,
James C. Carper, Thomas J. Lasley, II, C. Daniel Raisch, 2010-01-12 Educational reform, and to a
lesser extent educational dissent, occupy a prominent place in the annals of U.S. education. Whether
based on religious, cultural, social, philosophical, or pedagogical grounds, they are ever-present in
our educational history. Although some reforms have been presented as a remedy for society′s ills,
most programs were aimed toward practical transformation of the existing system to ensure that
each child will have a better opportunity to succeed in U.S. society. Educational reform is a topic
rich with ideas, rife with controversy, and vital in its outcome for school patrons, educators, and the
nation as a whole. With nearly 450 entries, these two volumes comprise the first reference work to
bring together the strands of reform and reformers and dissent and dissenters in one place as a
resource for parents, policymakers, scholars, teachers, and those studying to enter the teaching
profession. Key Features Opens with a historical overview of educational reform and dissent and a
timeline of key reforms, legislation, publications, and more Examines the reform or dissent related
to education found in theories, concepts, ideas, writings, research, and practice Addresses how
reformers and dissenters become significant culture-shaping people and change the way we conduct
our lives Key Themes Accountability Biographies Concepts and Theories Curriculum and Instruction
Diversity Finances and Economics Government Organizations?Advisory Organizations?Business and
Foundations Organizations?Curriculum Organizations?Government Organizations?Professional
Organizations?Think Tanks Public Policy Religion and Religious Education Reports School Types
Special Needs Technology This authoritative work fills a void in the literature in the vast areas of
educational reform and dissent, making it a must-have resource for any academic library.
Availability in print and electronic formats provides students with convenient, easy access, wherever
they may be.
  growing up absurd: Intellectuals in Action Kevin Mattson, 2007-08-09 Born in 1966‚ a
generation removed from the counterculture‚ Kevin Mattson came of political age in the
conservative Reagan era. In an effort to understand contemporary political ambivalence and the
plight of radicalism today‚ Mattson looks back to the ideas that informed the protest‚ social
movements‚ and activism of the 1960s. To accomplish its historical reconstruction‚ the book
combines traditional intellectual biography—including thorough archival research—with social
history to examine a group of intellectuals whose thinking was crucial in the formulation of New Left
political theory. These include C. Wright Mills‚ the popular radical sociologist; Paul Goodman‚ a
practicing Gestalt therapist and anarcho-pacifist; William Appleman Williams‚ the historian and



famed critic of American empire; Arnold Kaufman‚ a radical liberal who deeply influenced the
thinking of the SDS. The book discusses not only their ideas‚ but also their practices‚ from writing
pamphlets and arranging television debates to forming left-leaning think tanks and organizing
teach-ins protesting the Vietnam War. Mattson argues that it is this political engagement balanced
with a commitment to truth-telling that is lacking in our own age of postmodern acquiescence.
Challenging the standard interpretation of the New Left as inherently in conflict with liberalis‚
Mattson depicts their relationship as more complicated‚ pointing to possibilities for a radical
liberalism today. Intellectual and social historians‚ as well as general readers either fascinated by
the 1960s protest movements or actively seeking an alternative to our contemporary political malais‚
will embrace Mattson’s book and its promise to shed new light on a time period known for both its
intriguing conflicts and its enduring consequences.
  growing up absurd: Adapting Nathaniel Hawthorne to the Screen Laurence Raw, 2008 Raw
explains how some filmmakers have tackled the difficulty of Hawthorne's material by treating it as
being firmly situated in American life of the mid-nineteenth century, while others have used
Hawthorne's work to comment on various aspects of twentieth century American life. This latter
device is particularly evident in the many versions of The Scarlet Letter, including a 1950 television
broadcast that aired two months after senator Joseph McCarthy's speech about card-carrying
members of the Communist Party, and 1960s and early '70s versions supporting countercultural
values.
  growing up absurd: Case Studies in Science Education University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. Center for Instructional Research and Curriculum Evaluation, 1978
  growing up absurd: Case Studies in Science Education: Design, overview, and general
findings , 1978
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