
dictionary of the bible mckenzie
Dictionary of the Bible McKenzie: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Significance and Use

dictionary of the bible mckenzie is a resource that has gained recognition among
scholars, theologians, and Bible enthusiasts for its comprehensive approach to biblical
terms, names, places, and concepts. When diving into the complex world of biblical
studies, having a reliable dictionary can make all the difference in understanding the
historical, cultural, and theological nuances embedded within the Scriptures. The
McKenzie dictionary stands out as one of those valuable tools that enriches one’s study
experience by offering detailed explanations and contextual insights.

In this article, we’ll explore what makes the dictionary of the Bible McKenzie a unique and
indispensable resource, how it compares to other biblical dictionaries, and why it is
particularly useful for students and casual readers alike.

The Origins and Purpose of the Dictionary of the
Bible McKenzie

To appreciate the value of the dictionary of the Bible McKenzie, it’s important to
understand its background. Created by scholars deeply familiar with biblical languages
and historical contexts, this dictionary aims to bridge the gap between ancient biblical
texts and modern readers. Unlike some dictionaries that focus solely on linguistic
definitions, McKenzie’s work provides a blend of linguistic, historical, and theological
perspectives.

Who Was McKenzie?

John L. McKenzie was a prominent biblical scholar and theologian whose work greatly
influenced Catholic biblical studies in the mid-20th century. His dictionary originally
appeared as a comprehensive reference work titled *Dictionary of the Bible* and has since
become a staple in many theological libraries. McKenzie’s expertise helped shape an
approach that is both academically rigorous and accessible to lay readers.

The Dictionary’s Core Features

What sets the dictionary of the Bible McKenzie apart includes its:

- **Thorough explanations of biblical terms:** It goes beyond simple definitions to include
background information, biblical usage, and theological significance.
- **Historical and cultural context:** Each entry often situates terms within their ancient
Near Eastern settings.
- **Cross-references:** Entries typically link to related topics, helping readers explore



interconnected biblical themes.
- **Balanced scholarship:** McKenzie’s dictionary respects both the religious and
academic dimensions of Scripture.

How the Dictionary of the Bible McKenzie
Enhances Biblical Study

Many readers who approach the Bible encounter unfamiliar names, places, and concepts
that can hinder understanding. The dictionary of the Bible McKenzie acts as a guide,
illuminating these elements with clarity and depth.

Clarifying Biblical Names and Places

One common challenge in biblical reading is the multitude of names and geographical
locations. McKenzie’s dictionary offers clear, concise descriptions of each, often including
historical background and significance. For example, if you come across “Shechem” or
“Ezra,” the dictionary not only defines these terms but also provides insight into their
roles within biblical narratives.

Explaining Theological Concepts

Beyond names and places, the dictionary also delves into theological terms and
ideas—such as “covenant,” “prophecy,” or “Messiah.” Its entries unpack complex
doctrines in an understandable way, making it easier for readers to grasp the theological
layers of Scripture.

Supporting Academic and Personal Study

Whether you are a seminary student writing a paper, a pastor preparing a sermon, or
simply someone curious about the Bible, McKenzie’s dictionary offers reliable information
that supports a deeper engagement with the text. Its balanced detail helps prevent
misinterpretations and enriches personal study.

Comparing the Dictionary of the Bible McKenzie
to Other Biblical Dictionaries

The market for biblical dictionaries is broad, including resources like the *Anchor Bible
Dictionary*, *Easton’s Bible Dictionary*, and *The New International Bible Dictionary*.
Each has its own strengths and target audience.



Depth vs. Accessibility

While the *Anchor Bible Dictionary* is known for its extensive scholarly articles, it can
sometimes feel overwhelming for casual readers. Easton’s dictionary is more concise but
less detailed. McKenzie’s dictionary strikes a middle ground—providing depth without
sacrificing readability.

Theological Perspectives

Some biblical dictionaries lean heavily toward particular theological traditions.
McKenzie’s dictionary, originally written within a Catholic context, reflects that
background but is widely respected across denominations for its objective scholarship and
balanced approach.

Coverage of Ancient Near Eastern Context

One of McKenzie’s strengths is the emphasis on the cultural and historical milieu of the
Bible. By situating biblical terms within their ancient Near Eastern environment, readers
gain a richer understanding than dictionaries that focus solely on the biblical text itself.

Tips for Maximizing Your Use of the Dictionary of
the Bible McKenzie

If you own or have access to the dictionary of the Bible McKenzie, here are some ways to
get the most out of it:

Use it alongside your Bible reading: When you encounter unfamiliar terms, look
them up to gain immediate clarity.

Follow cross-references: McKenzie’s entries often point to related topics that can
deepen your study.

Combine with commentaries: While the dictionary is great for definitions and
context, commentaries offer verse-by-verse interpretations that complement your
understanding.

Note historical insights: Pay attention to cultural and historical notes that add
layers of meaning to the biblical text.



The Lasting Impact of the Dictionary of the Bible
McKenzie

Even decades after its initial publication, the dictionary of the Bible McKenzie remains a
trusted reference for those serious about biblical studies. Its detailed approach helps
users navigate the complexities of Scripture with confidence, whether they are exploring
Old Testament laws, New Testament teachings, or the intertestamental period.

As biblical scholarship continues to evolve, McKenzie’s dictionary stands as a reminder of
the importance of blending linguistic precision with historical awareness and theological
sensitivity. For anyone seeking a well-rounded understanding of biblical terminology and
context, this dictionary is an invaluable companion on the journey through Scripture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of the Bible' by John L.
McKenzie?
The 'Dictionary of the Bible' by John L. McKenzie is a comprehensive reference work that
provides detailed explanations and scholarly insights on various biblical terms, names,
places, and concepts.

When was the 'Dictionary of the Bible' by McKenzie first
published?
The first edition of John L. McKenzie's 'Dictionary of the Bible' was published in 1965.

What makes McKenzie's 'Dictionary of the Bible' unique
compared to other biblical dictionaries?
McKenzie's dictionary is noted for its scholarly depth, integrating historical, linguistic, and
theological perspectives, and was one of the first to present Catholic scholarship
comprehensively in a Bible dictionary format.

Is the 'Dictionary of the Bible' by McKenzie suitable for
beginners or more advanced readers?
While accessible to dedicated beginners, McKenzie's 'Dictionary of the Bible' is generally
more suited for advanced students, scholars, and clergy due to its detailed and academic
approach.

How comprehensive is the 'Dictionary of the Bible' by



John L. McKenzie?
The dictionary covers a wide range of entries including biblical characters, places,
customs, theology, and historical context, making it a highly comprehensive resource for
biblical studies.

Are there any updated editions of McKenzie's
'Dictionary of the Bible'?
While the original 1965 edition remains influential, some later editions and reprints have
been made, but no major revisions by McKenzie himself have been published since his
death.

Can McKenzie's 'Dictionary of the Bible' be used for
academic research?
Yes, it is widely respected in academic circles and often cited in biblical scholarship due to
its thorough and well-referenced entries.

Where can I purchase or access the 'Dictionary of the
Bible' by John L. McKenzie?
The dictionary can be purchased through major book retailers, specialized religious
bookstores, or accessed in some university libraries and online platforms that offer
theological reference works.

Does the 'Dictionary of the Bible' by McKenzie include
archaeological and historical context?
Yes, one of the strengths of McKenzie's dictionary is its inclusion of archaeological
findings and historical background that enrich the understanding of biblical texts.

Additional Resources
Dictionary of the Bible McKenzie: An In-Depth Examination of Its Scholarly Impact and
Utility

dictionary of the bible mckenzie stands as a significant reference work within biblical
scholarship, widely recognized for its comprehensive approach to the historical, cultural,
and theological facets of the Bible. Authored by John L. McKenzie, a prominent Catholic
theologian and biblical scholar of the 20th century, this dictionary is often cited for its
meticulous detail and scholarly rigor. As such, it continues to be a valuable resource for
theologians, clergy, students, and researchers seeking authoritative insights into biblical
terms, characters, places, and concepts.



Overview of the Dictionary of the Bible McKenzie

John L. McKenzie’s dictionary emerged in a landscape crowded with various biblical
reference works, yet it distinguished itself through its unique combination of academic
thoroughness and accessible language. First published in the mid-20th century, the
dictionary reflects McKenzie’s expertise in biblical languages, history, and theology,
making it both an academic and devotional tool.

The dictionary covers a vast array of entries, from names of biblical figures to intricate
theological concepts. Unlike more concise lexicons or encyclopedias, McKenzie’s work
delves into contextual backgrounds, historical relevance, and interpretive perspectives,
which enhances its utility for deep study rather than quick reference. This characteristic
sets it apart from other popular biblical dictionaries such as the "Anchor Bible Dictionary"
or "Easton’s Bible Dictionary," which vary in scope and depth.

Key Features and Characteristics

One of the dictionary’s standout features is its integration of historical-critical
methodology alongside traditional theological interpretation. McKenzie does not shy away
from addressing complex scholarly debates about the origins and meanings of biblical
texts, which adds a layer of intellectual rigor that appeals to academic readers.

Additionally, the dictionary is notable for its ecumenical approach. While McKenzie was
rooted in Catholic scholarship, his work encompasses perspectives from Jewish and
Protestant traditions, providing a balanced and inclusive exploration of biblical subjects.
This broad approach increases its relevance across different denominations and scholarly
disciplines.

The entries are generally concise yet rich with information, often including cross-
references to related topics and scriptural citations. This linkage helps readers navigate
the interconnectedness of biblical themes and enhances comprehension of the Bible’s
multifaceted nature.

Comparative Analysis with Other Biblical
Dictionaries

When evaluating the dictionary of the Bible McKenzie against other prominent biblical
dictionaries, several distinctions become evident.

Depth versus Accessibility: McKenzie’s dictionary offers more in-depth scholarly
commentary than many popular dictionaries like "Easton’s," which tends to be more
straightforward and accessible to lay readers. McKenzie’s work is better suited for
those with some background in biblical studies or theology.



Historical-Critical Emphasis: Compared to the "Holman Illustrated Bible
Dictionary," which prioritizes visual aids and broad overviews, McKenzie’s dictionary
leans heavily on historical-critical analysis, making it a preferred choice among
academic circles.

Theological Breadth: Unlike some Protestant-centered dictionaries, McKenzie
incorporates a broader theological spectrum, addressing Catholic, Jewish, and
Protestant viewpoints, which enriches the interpretative framework.

That said, the dictionary’s scholarly tone and density can be a barrier for casual readers or
those new to biblical studies. It demands a certain level of familiarity with theological
vocabulary and biblical scholarship to fully appreciate its content.

Utility for Different Audiences

The dictionary of the Bible McKenzie serves various audiences in distinctive ways:

Academics and Seminary Students: Its comprehensive and critical approach1.
makes it ideal for advanced biblical studies and research projects, especially where a
nuanced understanding of biblical terms within their historical and cultural contexts
is required.

Clergy and Theologians: For sermon preparation or theological reflection, the2.
dictionary provides a well-rounded foundation that integrates scholarly research with
pastoral concerns.

Lay Readers and Bible Enthusiasts: While accessible, it may challenge beginners3.
due to its academic tone. However, motivated readers seeking deeper knowledge will
find it rewarding.

Content Structure and Presentation

The dictionary employs an alphabetical arrangement, facilitating ease of navigation.
Entries vary in length depending on the complexity of the topic. For instance, major
biblical figures like Moses or Paul receive detailed treatment, including historical
background, scriptural significance, and theological interpretations. Conversely, less
prominent topics may have concise entries but still maintain scholarly credibility.

Cross-references within entries encourage readers to explore related concepts, fostering a
holistic understanding of biblical narratives and doctrines. This interconnected approach
reflects McKenzie’s intent to portray the Bible as a dynamic and interwoven text rather
than a collection of isolated facts.



Strengths and Limitations

Strengths:

Comprehensive coverage of biblical terms, figures, and themes.

Integration of historical-critical scholarship with theological insights.

Ecumenical perspective appealing to diverse Christian traditions.

Scholarly yet relatively approachable language for advanced readers.

Limitations:

May be dense or complex for casual readers or beginners.

Some entries reflect the scholarly consensus of the mid-20th century and may not
incorporate the latest archaeological discoveries or contemporary biblical criticism.

Limited visual aids or supplementary materials compared to more modern digital
resources.

The Dictionary of the Bible McKenzie in
Contemporary Biblical Studies

Despite its age, McKenzie’s dictionary remains a respected resource in contemporary
biblical scholarship. Its methodological rigor and balanced perspective continue to inform
theological education and research. Modern editions and reprints have helped preserve its
relevance, although many scholars now supplement it with newer digital tools and
updated commentaries.

The dictionary’s influence is also notable in how it shaped subsequent biblical reference
works. Many later dictionaries and encyclopedias build upon McKenzie’s approach to
integrating historical context with theological reflection, demonstrating its lasting impact
on the field.

Digital Availability and Accessibility

In an era dominated by online resources, the dictionary of the Bible McKenzie has seen
limited but growing digital accessibility. While not as extensively digitized as some
contemporary works, certain platforms and academic libraries offer electronic versions,
increasing its reach to global audiences.



This digital presence enhances usability through searchable text, which is particularly
beneficial given the dense and information-rich entries. However, the absence of
interactive features or multimedia elements means it still lacks some conveniences found
in newer online biblical resources.

Final Reflections on the Dictionary of the Bible
McKenzie

The dictionary of the Bible McKenzie remains a cornerstone in biblical reference
literature, celebrated for its scholarly depth and ecumenical breadth. While it may not
cater to every reader’s needs, its contributions to biblical scholarship are undeniable. For
those seeking a reliable and critical resource that bridges historical analysis and
theological inquiry, McKenzie’s work offers a profound and enduring tool.

Its legacy continues to inform both academic and religious communities, underscoring the
ongoing importance of rigorous biblical scholarship in understanding one of the world’s
foundational texts.

Dictionary Of The Bible Mckenzie

  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: The Dictionary Of The Bible John L. Mckenzie, 1995-10
An excellent, single-volume Catholic dictionary of the Bible written by respected Catholic Biblical
scholar John L. McKenzie S. J. and originally published in 1965. Fr. John L. McKenzie, S.J.,
(1910-1991) was an acclaimed Catholic Scripture scholar who wrote numerous books and was the
first Catholic scholar on the Divinity School faculty. He was at one time president of the Catholic
Biblical Association of America and president of the Society of Biblical Literature. His Dictionary of
the Bible is the best one-volume orthodox Catholic Bible dictionary available in the English
language—it’s an essential reference tool that should be on the shelf of every good Catholic library.
A standard reference work, providing concise descriptions of biblical characters, terms, and places,
as well as pertinent illustrations and charts, this is “one of the most up-to-date and reliable
dictionaries of the Bible in any language.…Magnificent in scholarship, ample in learning, frank and
unhesitating in facing all the difficulties and problems, sympathetic with the varieties and diversities
of other views” (Religious Education).
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Dictionary of the Bible John L McKenzie, 1995-10 An
excellent, single-volume Catholic dictionary of the Bible written by respected Catholic Biblical
scholar John L. McKenzie SJ.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Angels Cummings, Owen F., 2023 This book presents a
solid Catholic teaching about angels through Scripture and tradition. It includes the ideas of modern
theologians such as Bernard Cooke and Karl Rahner.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: The Triune God Edmund J. Fortman, 1999-02-23 A primary
condition for fresh thinking on the Trinity is an accurate, objective account of past and present
thought wrote one reviewer when The Triune God first appeared in 1972. This [is what] Fortman has
presented sensitively, accurately, and compactly. The author sets out to trace the historical
development of Trinitarian doctrine from its written beginnings to its contemporary status. Thus he
treats the biblical witness, the Council of Nicea, Augustine, the Middle Ages, and the development of
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this doctrine from the fifteenth century to the present in the Protestant, Orthodox, and Catholic
traditions.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: From the Outside Looking In Reid L. Neilson, Matthew J.
Grow, 2016 This book contains fifteen essays from leading historians and religious studies scholars,
each originally presented as the annual Tanner lecture at the conference of the Mormon History
Association. Approaching Mormon history from a variety of angles, such as gender, identity creation,
American imperialism, and globalization, these scholars, all experts in their fields but new to the
study of Mormon history itself, ask intriguing questions about Mormonism's past and future and
analyze familiar sources in unexpected ways.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Basic Religious Books and Chaplains' Services Jewette
Cowan, 1967
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Patrick Navas, 2006-10-01 In Divine Truth or Human
Tradition? the author examines the viewpoints and Scripture expositions of prominent evangelical
scholars and apologists; including popular author and debater Dr. James R. White (author of The
Forgotten Trinity), John MacArthur (President of The Master's Seminary), Wayne Grudem (author of
the widely-read Systematic Theology), Robert Bowman Jr. (author of Why You Should Believe in the
Trinity), Robert Morey (Founder of California Biblical University and Seminary and author of The
Trinity, Evidence and Issues), R. C. Sproul (President of Ligonier Ministries), Robert L. Reymond
(author of Jesus, Divine Messiah and A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith), and others.
According to what has long been considered mainstream Christian orthodoxy, the doctrine of the
Trinity (the idea that the one true God is-in the ultimate sense-a divine being made up of three
co-equal and co-eternal persons) is not only central to the Christian faith, but absolutely necessary
for one to accept in order to be counted as a true Christian and be saved. Such a demand on a
Christian's faith has come across as strange and perplexing to many, especially so in light of the fact
pointed out by one respected Trinitarian: [The Trinity] is not clearly or explicitly taught anywhere in
Scripture, yet it is widely regarded as a central doctrine, indispensable to the Christian faith. In this
regard, it goes contrary to what is virtually an axiom [that is, a given, a self-evident truth] of biblical
doctrine, namely, that there is a direct correlation between the scriptural clarity of a doctrine and its
cruciality to the faith and life of the church. (Millard J. Erickson, God in ThreePersons, p. 11.
Emphasis added) Understandably, this fact has raised questions in the minds of Christians and
truth-seekers alike ever since the doctrine was first decreed as mandatory to confess in the late 4th
century. Many Christians have wondered: How can a doctrine that is no
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Raymond E. Brown and the Catholic Biblical Renewal
Donald Senior, CP, 2018 A comprehensive, analytical and critical, and deeply appreciative biography
of one of greatest biblical scholars of the twentieth century that locates him within the sweep and
drama of the Catholic biblical renewal, especially in the United States.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Whatever Happened to the Soul? Warren S. Brown,
Nancey C. Murphy, H. Newton Malony, 1997-12-01 As science crafts detailed accounts of human
nature, what has become of the soul?This collaborative project strives for greater consonance
between contemporary science and Christian faith. Outstanding scholars in biology, genetics,
neuroscience, cognitive science, philosophy, theology, biblical studies, and ethics join here to offer
contemporary accounts of human nature consistent with Christian teaching. Their central theme is a
nondualistic account of the human person that does not consider the soul an entity separable from
the body; scientific statements about the physical nature of human beings are about exactly the
same entity as are theological statements concerning the spiritual nature of human beings.For all
those interested in fundamental questions of human identity posed by the present context, this
volume will provide a fascinating and authoritative resource.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Conspiracy Theorizing Gerald Arbuckle, 2024-05-01
Conspiracy Theorizing explore how should individuals with the Christian faith should react to
conspiracy theories, their untruths, and their dangers. This book outlines the way that conspiracy
theories are the fundamental basis for this stigmatization and scapegoating. It goes further to



explain that scapegoating is fostering extreme divisions within in societies and between nations with
each side often demonizing the other. This book states how conspiracy theories satisfy people’s
needs for certainty, security, and a positive self-image in a world they feel is disintegrating.
Uncovering deeper, when the comforting securities of cultures crumble, paranoia makes sense. This
book demonstrates that an inability to live with uncertainty and ambiguity draws people to
conspiracy theories when they validate their apprehensions. The commentary in this book also
validates that since conspiracy theories can never be verified by objective research and truths they
are one of the most problematic subjects to expose. This book aims to answer these questions: What
are conspiracy theories? Why do they arise, especially in times of cultural upheavals? Are they
harmful? What do the Christian Scriptures say about them? Readers that are interested in religion,
Christianity and conspiracy theories would enjoy this book.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: The Evolution of Belief J. Gregory Steiner, 2018-06-28
The Dalai Lama once said that when science demonstrates something in opposition to a religious
tenet, the religious belief must step back. Yet Christianity has often been resistant to such an
approach, and many modern, educated Christians find themselves stuck at the intersection of
science and traditional religious dogma and doctrine. The Evolution of Belief provides new ways of
thinking about essential items of Christian belief, and the modern Christian is invited to move ahead
in a credible way with the use of new analogies applied to creation, incarnation, redemption, and
other Christian beliefs and practices. Author J. Gregory Steiner shows how a so-called baggage of
beliefs, hung on the clothesline of ones faith, needs to be continually cleaned out and rejuvenated,
insisting that traditional understandings of Christianity should be made more palatable and
accommodating of the discoveries of science and technology. Viewed from an ever-developing saga
of historical influences upon Christian belief and the evidence provided by science, there could very
well be more questions generated than answers. But this can result in a positive experience, because
credible insights into this novel perspective will truly lead ones faith further into the unending
discovery of God.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Systematic Theology, Volume 2, Second Edition James Leo
Garrett Jr., 2014-09-14 Rivals the major systematic theologies of this century. --Baptist History and
Heritage Journal, July 1996 One of the characteristics of Garrett's system that needs especially to be
noted is its balanced, judicious, and nearly invariably objective presentation of materials. While
holding true to the teachings of his own Baptist faith, Garrett so carefully and judiciously presents
alternatives . . . that teachers and students from other confessional and denominational positions
will find his work instructive. --Consensus, 1997 If one is searching for an extensive exposition of the
biblical foundations and historical developments of the various loci of systematic theology, there is
no more complete presentation in a relatively short work than this . . . Pastors will especially find
this feature to be a real help in teaching theology . . . [It is] an indispensable contribution to the task
of systematic theology. --Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, September 1999 Many
students and pastors will find all they need here, and will in addition be helped to relate their
knowledge to recent developments in the theological world. --The Churchman: A Journal of Anglican
Theology, 1991 A gold mine of helpful material. --The Christian Century, May 29-June 5, 1991 No
book that I know is more loaded with biblical and theological facts than this one. The prodigious
research that must have gone into the preparation of this volume is truly mind-boggling. --Faith and
Mission, Fall 1991 Garrett has provided a massive and scholarly systematic theology from a
thoroughly conservative and comprehensive viewpoint. The work is well documented in both biblical
and historical scholarship and will prove to be a classic. --William Hendrickson, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary One of the most comprehensive, concise books of its type available; it should
receive wide use in the classroom and in the study. --Robert H. Culpepper, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Systematic Theology, Volume 2, Second Edition James
Leo Garrett, 2014-09-14 Rivals the major systematic theologies of this century.--Baptist History and
Heritage Journal, July 1996One of the characteristics of Garrett's system that needs especially to be



noted is its balanced, judicious, and nearly invariably objective presentation of materials. While
holding true to the teachings of his own Baptist faith, Garrett so carefully and judiciously presents
alternatives . . . that teachers and students from other confessional and denominational positions
will find his work instructive.--Consensus, 1997If one is searching for an extensive exposition of the
biblical foundations and historical developments of the various loci of systematic theology, there is
no more complete presentation in a relatively short work than this . . . Pastors will especially find
this feature to be a real help in teaching theology . . . [It is] an indispensable contribution to the task
of systematic theology.--Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, September 1999Many
students and pastors will find all they need here, and will in addition be helped to relate their
knowledge to recent developments in the theological world.--The Churchman: A Journal of Anglican
Theology, 1991A gold mine of helpful material.--The Christian Century, May 29-June 5, 1991No book
that I know is more loaded with biblical and theological facts than this one. The prodigious research
that must have gone into the preparation of this volume is truly mind-boggling.--Faith and Mission,
Fall 1991Garrett has provided a massive and scholarly systematic theology from a thoroughly
conservative and comprehensive viewpoint. The work is well documented in both biblical and
historical scholarship and will prove to be a classic.--William Hendrickson, Southern Baptist
Theological SeminaryOne of the most comprehensive, concise books of its type available; it should
receive wide use in the classroom and in the study.--Robert H. Culpepper, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: The Contextual Abuse of the Watchtower Society Brian
Orr, 2013-12-06 The purpose of this work is to demonstrate the lack of reasoning and contextual
misuse by the Jehovah's Witnesses in their use of sources and the Scriptures to support their
erroneous beliefs and doctrines.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Scripture Francis Etheredge, 2014-06-19 Scripture is an
amazing word: this is a word that both acts at the heart of a person’s life and begets a testimony
“like” itself. The more a person looks into the depths of this “word”, the clearer it is that there is
both real human authorship and an incredibly subtle presence of the “divine Author”. There are not,
however, two words; but one mysteriously enriched word of God: a word at once ancient and ever
open to the challenges of contemporary questions and concerns. Secondly, if dialogue is a
characteristic of God, Scripture “expresses” this through the multitude of voices through which it is
written. So, whether it is a matter of listening to this word in the Church, drawing on foundational
studies on the biblical text, or researching questions in embryology, philosophy, theology, marriage
and ecumenism, a person is drawn into an amazingly fertile divine-human dialogue. Indeed, in the
end, it is impossible to express the number of human beings who are in this dialogue; and, in that
very impossibility, there is a glimpse of the mystery of God calling us to a dynamic communion.
Finally, given the great challenge of thinking that a person is so immersed in a “subjectivism” that
drowns inter-personal dialogue, the word of God comes to strengthen the search for truth and
facilitates the investigations that transcend individuals, groups, nations, cultures and times. For
Scripture cannot be more centred in a time, a place, a people; it cannot be more “subjective” in its
account of an immense variety of human experience. But then, the very historical consistency of the
fact that this heritage of utterly human experience has been able to “speak” to mankind as a whole,
at any time, in any place, in any culture, is an incredibly convincing testimony that this is a unique
word: a word that both arises out of a profound anthropology of man and can destroy isolation and
effect communion. This book, then, takes up these questions, both intensely personal and profoundly
contemporary, and lets the words “Listen Israel” resound throughout its pages.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Reason and Religion in an Age of Science Terry Kelly,
2007-12-31 The book is aimed at senior high school and college students as a textbook, a book to be
used in a classroom setting in course in science and religion, religion, and philosophy. It deals with
topics such as: 1) The importance of science and religion; methods of science; the method of
religion; the birth of modern cosmology; the evelopment of cosmology; the Big Bang; the Book of
Genesis; the Stars; the Anthropic universe-science at its limits; the resurrection; and the fruits of a



useful conversation between science and religion. The book has 10 chapters and has questions and
comes with a CD that has many power points for us in the classroom as and adjunct to teaching with
the accompanying the text.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: The Dead Sea Scrolls and Christian Origins Joseph A.
Fitzmyer, 2000-03-03 Originally written to appeal to both scholars and general readers interested in
the Dead Sea Scrolls, all of the articles in this volume have been updated to take into account
current discussions of this extraordinary archaeological find.--BOOK JACKET.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Dante to Dead Man Walking Raymond A. Schroth,
2002-10 In this award-winning book, now in paperback, Schroth discusses fifty works - from books of
the Old Testament to contemporary works - that challenge the social conscience and raise moral and
religious issues in a provocative way.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Confronting the Demon Gerald A. Arbuckle, 2003 Bullying
is not something confined to school children. It is a widespread abuse found in families, workplaces,
organizations (including churches), and beyond. Confronting the Demon focuses on the nature and
types of contemporary bullying and what the Christian Scriptures advise to prevent it. Bullying is a
quality of most forms of violence, including racial, religious, and sex-based discrimination; sexual,
physical, and psychological abuse; persecution and terrorism. This book focuses on such
contemporary examples as the 2001 terrorist attacks, hate crimes around the world, sexual abuse,
particularly among the churches, and cultures which promote bullying. Questions at the end of each
chapter help people examine their own vulnerability to the vice of bullying and relate the context of
its nature, meaning, and power to their own lives. Chapters are Adult Bullying: Definition and Types,
*Bullies and Victims, - *Cultures of Bullying, - and *A Gospel Response. - Gerald A. Arbuckle, SM,
PhD, is the co-director of Refounding and Pastoral Research Unit, Sydney, Australia. He is the
author of From Chaos to Mission: Refounding Religious Life Formation, Healthcare Ministry:
Refounding the Mission in Tumultuous Times and Violence, Society, and the Church published by
Liturgical Press.
  dictionary of the bible mckenzie: Laughing with God Gerald A. Arbuckle, 2015-03-15 When
Sarah overhears God tell Abraham that she will give birth to a son, she laughs. She laughs to herself
at the impossibility of her, in her old age, bearing a child (Gen 18:12). But God’s ways are not
Sarah’s ways; God is far more wonderful than Sarah imagines. Of course, Sarah does give birth to a
son and names him Isaac, whose name means to laugh: God has brought laughter for me; everyone
who hears will laugh with me (Gen 21:6). Surely, the ancient audience—aware of the many
incongruities in this story—did laugh. But can we in modern times recover the divine humor, the
paradox and promise, in this and other biblical accounts? Can we use that sacred laughter as a
means to evangelize a world that longs for God every bit as much as the ancients did? In Laughing
with God: Humor, Culture, and Transformation, Catholic priest and cultural anthropologist Gerald
Arbuckle helps us do just that. With Arbuckle, readers will enter many rich biblical stories and come
away laughing, not laughter as in response to a joke or comedy, but a profound laughter of the
heart. Readers will laugh at Sarah as she laughs at God, and they will laugh together with Sarah and
God. Readers will discover divine humor in the parables of Jesus and even in his suffering and death,
the ultimate paradox for Christians. In addition to uncovering and recovering humor in Scripture,
Arbuckle’s work is a treasure trove of modern examples of humor—from literature, movies, and
television—that surprisingly can be a means of transforming cultures to better reflect the kingdom of
God. In the end, readers will want to turn the phrase, He who laughs last, laughs best, into, They
who laugh with God, evangelize best. Gerald A. Arbuckle, SM, PhD, is co-director of Refounding and
Pastoral Development, a research ministry, in Sydney, Australia. He is internationally known for his
expertise in helping church leaders minister effectively in a postmodern world. Arbuckle’s most
recent books include: Confronting the Demon: A Gospel Response to Adult Bullying; Violence,
Society, and the Church: A Cultural Approach; and Healthcare Ministry: Refounding the Mission in
Tumultuous Times (2001 Catholic Press Association Award), all published by Liturgical Press.
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