definition of salvation history

Definition of Salvation History: Understanding God's Redemptive Plan

Definition of salvation history is a concept that lies at the heart of Christian theology
and biblical studies. It refers to the overarching narrative of God's actions and
interventions throughout human history with the purpose of redeeming humanity and
restoring the relationship between God and people. Unlike a simple chronological account
of events, salvation history focuses on the divine purpose and unfolding plan that
culminates in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This idea helps believers
and scholars alike comprehend how various biblical events are interconnected within
God's redemptive mission.

What Does Salvation History Mean?

At its core, the definition of salvation history emphasizes God's proactive involvement in
history to bring about salvation. It is not just a series of isolated incidents but a continuous
story revealing God's grace, justice, and mercy. The term "salvation" in this context goes
beyond personal redemption; it encompasses the restoration of the entire creation. This
narrative is revealed progressively through Scripture, from the creation account in
Genesis to the prophetic promises and ultimately to the fulfillment in the New Testament.

The Biblical Foundation of Salvation History

The Bible serves as the primary source for understanding salvation history. The Old
Testament lays the groundwork by recounting key moments such as the covenant with
Abraham, the Exodus from Egypt, and the giving of the Law at Sinai. These events
highlight God's faithfulness and his desire for a covenant relationship with his people. The
New Testament then presents Jesus Christ as the climax of this history—the Messiah who
fulfills the promises and inaugurates the Kingdom of God.

Why Is the Definition of Salvation History Important?

Grasping the definition of salvation history enables believers to see their faith within a
larger framework. It offers meaning to individual experiences by situating them in God's
grand design. Additionally, it fosters a deeper appreciation of Scripture, as passages that
might seem disconnected gain significance when viewed as part of God's overarching plan.
For theologians, this concept provides a lens through which to interpret biblical texts and
understand God's unfolding revelation.



Key Elements in the Story of Salvation History

Understanding the definition of salvation history requires familiarity with its major
components. These elements illuminate how God’s plan has progressed through time.

Creation and the Fall

The story begins with God creating the world and humanity in perfect harmony. However,
the fall of Adam and Eve introduces sin and brokenness into creation, setting the stage for
the need for salvation. This initial disruption highlights humanity's dependence on God's
grace and the necessity of redemption.

Covenants and Promises

God’s covenants with figures like Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David mark significant
milestones in salvation history. Each covenant carries promises that point forward to
ultimate fulfillment. For example, the Abrahamic covenant promises blessings for all
nations, which Christians interpret as being fulfilled in Christ.

Prophetic Hope

The prophets of Israel play a crucial role by calling the people back to faithfulness and
foretelling a coming Savior. Their messages provide both warning and hope, revealing
God’s plan to restore and redeem his people despite their failures.

The Life, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Central to the definition of salvation history is the incarnation of Jesus Christ. His life
embodies God's love and truth, while his sacrificial death addresses the problem of sin.
The resurrection confirms victory over death and ushers in the new creation, offering
eternal life to believers.

The Church and Eschatology

Following Christ’s resurrection, the Church emerges as the community tasked with
continuing the mission of salvation. Salvation history also points toward the future—God’s
final act of redemption at the end of time, when creation is fully restored.



How Salvation History Shapes Christian Faith and
Practice

The definition of salvation history is not merely academic; it deeply influences how
Christians live and worship today.

Living Within the Story

Believers see themselves as participants in this ongoing narrative. Their faith journey
becomes a response to the story of God’s saving work, motivating them to live in ways that
reflect God’s kingdom values.

Interpreting Scripture Through Salvation History

When reading the Bible, understanding salvation history helps Christians connect Old
Testament laws, narratives, and prophecies with their fulfillment in Christ. This approach
enriches Bible study and preaching by highlighting continuity and purpose.

Hope and Assurance

Salvation history provides a framework for hope, reminding believers that despite present
challenges, God is actively working toward restoration. This assurance encourages
perseverance and trust in God’s promises.

Broader Perspectives on Salvation History

While rooted in Christian tradition, the concept of salvation history resonates beyond one
denomination or theological school.

Differences in Interpretation

Various Christian traditions may emphasize different aspects of salvation history. For
example, Catholic theology often highlights sacraments as means of participating in
salvation history, while Protestant perspectives might focus on justification by faith. Yet,
all agree on the central role of Christ’s redemptive work.



Relation to Historical Theology

Salvation history also intersects with the study of how Christian doctrine has developed
over time. The unfolding understanding of God’s plan mirrors the unfolding of salvation
history itself.

Comparisons with Other Religious Views

While salvation history is a uniquely Christian framework, other religious traditions have
their own narratives about divine interaction in history. Exploring these differences can
enhance interfaith dialogue and deepen appreciation for the Christian story.

Practical Tips for Engaging with Salvation History

If you're interested in exploring the definition of salvation history further, here are some
insights to guide your journey:

e Read the Bible Holistically: Approach Scripture as a unified story rather than
isolated texts.

e Study Key Biblical Covenants: Understanding God’s promises clarifies the
progression of salvation history.

e Reflect on the Person of Jesus: Recognize how his life and work fulfill the
narrative of redemption.

¢ Join Community Discussions: Engage with church groups or study classes to hear
diverse perspectives.

¢ Keep Eschatology in View: Remember that salvation history points toward a future
hope, which can inspire daily living.

By immersing yourself in the rich tapestry of salvation history, you not only gain
theological knowledge but also experience a transformative vision of God’s purpose in the
world.

The definition of salvation history ultimately invites us to see history itself as a sacred
story—a divine drama in which every person can find meaning, hope, and a place in God’s
ongoing work of redemption.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of salvation history?

Salvation history refers to the narrative of God's actions and interventions in human
history aimed at the salvation of humanity, as understood in religious traditions like
Christianity.

How does salvation history differ from general history?

Salvation history focuses specifically on events and actions through which God reveals
Himself and works to redeem humanity, whereas general history records all human events
without a theological focus.

Why is salvation history important in Christian
theology?

Salvation history is important because it traces God's plan of redemption from creation,
through the covenants, to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, highlighting the
purpose and meaning of human existence.

What are some key events in salvation history?

Key events include the creation of the world, the covenant with Abraham, the Exodus of
the Israelites, the giving of the Law, the coming of Jesus Christ, His crucifixion and
resurrection, and the establishment of the Church.

How is salvation history presented in the Bible?

The Bible presents salvation history as a progressive revelation of God's plan, beginning
with creation in Genesis and culminating in the New Testament with the life and mission
of Jesus Christ.

Can salvation history be found outside Christianity?

While the term 'salvation history' is primarily used in Christian theology, other religions
may have analogous concepts describing divine intervention and the path to spiritual
liberation.

What role do covenants play in salvation history?

Covenants are crucial in salvation history as they represent formal agreements between
God and humanity that mark significant steps in God's plan to redeem and sanctify His
people.



How does understanding salvation history influence
Christian faith and practice?

Understanding salvation history helps Christians see their lives within the larger context
of God's redemptive work, fostering faith, hope, and a commitment to live according to
God's will.

Additional Resources

Definition of Salvation History: An Analytical Exploration of Its Meaning and Significance

definition of salvation history serves as a foundational concept within theological
studies, particularly in Christian contexts, where it encapsulates the narrative of God’s
intervention and unfolding plan to redeem humanity. This term is pivotal in understanding
the chronological sequence of events described in sacred texts, illustrating how divine
actions have shaped human destiny. By investigating the contours of salvation history,
scholars and theologians aim to trace the purposeful unfolding of salvation as it moves
through time, marking key moments of covenant, prophecy, and fulfillment.

At its core, salvation history is more than a mere recounting of religious events; it
represents a framework that connects theological doctrines with historical realities. The
phrase typically refers to the interpreted history in which God’s salvific work is
manifested, encompassing creation, fall, promise, and redemption. This concept is
essential in disciplines such as biblical theology, systematic theology, and church history,
providing a cohesive narrative that links individual biblical episodes into a comprehensive
divine plan.

Understanding the Framework of Salvation
History

Salvation history, as a term, is rooted in the Latin phrase *historia salutis*, which
translates to “history of salvation.” It reflects a dynamic interplay between divine initiative
and human response. Unlike secular history, which often focuses on empirical events and
human agency alone, salvation history integrates theological interpretation, positing that
historical occurrences are imbued with spiritual significance and divine purpose.

This interpretative lens is particularly prominent in Christian traditions, where salvation
history is often delineated through several key epochs:

Creation and the Fall

The narrative begins with the Genesis account of creation—God's act of bringing the
universe and humanity into existence. From the outset, salvation history recognizes the
intended harmony between Creator and creation. However, the subsequent fall of



humanity introduces sin and estrangement, setting the stage for the salvific narrative. This
initial rupture is not merely a historical event but a theological pivot that necessitates
divine intervention.

Covenants and Promises

Following the fall, salvation history advances through a series of covenants established
between God and figures such as Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David. Each covenant
represents a milestone in the divine plan, promising restoration and blessing. The
Abrahamic covenant, for example, is critical for its promise to form a chosen people and a
land, serving as a foundation for Israel’s identity and mission.

Prophecy and Fulfillment

Prophetic literature within the Old Testament introduces a forward-looking dimension to
salvation history. Prophets articulate anticipations of a coming Messiah and the
establishment of God's kingdom. These predictions are understood by Christian theology
to find fulfillment in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who embodies the
culmination of God’s salvific work.

Redemption through Christ

Central to Christian salvation history is the incarnation of Jesus Christ, viewed as the
definitive intervention of God in human history. Christ’s passion, crucifixion, and
resurrection are interpreted as the pivotal events that accomplish redemption and
reconcile humanity to God. This era signifies a new covenant, superseding previous
promises and inaugurating the church age.

Salvation History in Theological Discourse and
Biblical Interpretation

The definition of salvation history extends beyond narrative to influence hermeneutical
approaches within theology. It shapes how scriptures are read, emphasizing a redemptive-
historical method that traces the unfolding of God’s plan rather than isolating texts as
independent moral or allegorical stories.

Scholars emphasize that salvation history provides a unifying thread through the diverse
genres of biblical literature—law, history, poetry, prophecy, gospel, and epistles.
Theological frameworks like dispensationalism and covenant theology each interpret
salvation history with varying emphases on epochs and divine covenants, reflecting
differing doctrinal perspectives within Christianity.



Moreover, salvation history challenges secular historiography by infusing historical events
with theological meaning. It raises important questions about the relationship between
divine sovereignty and human freedom, the nature of time in divine plans, and the
integration of faith and reason in historical understanding.

Comparative Insights: Salvation History in Other
Religious Traditions

While salvation history is predominantly associated with Christian theology, analogous
concepts exist in other religious traditions. For example, in Judaism, the narrative of God’s
covenant with Israel forms a historical-theological framework emphasizing chosenness
and ethical responsibility. Similarly, Islamic thought references a prophetic history
culminating in the final revelation through Muhammad.

However, the explicit teleological dimension—viewing history as progressively leading to a

definitive salvific event—is distinctively pronounced in Christian salvation history. This
distinction underscores the unique role of Christ and the church in its conceptualization.

Features and Implications of Salvation History

Several defining features characterize salvation history:
e Divine Initiative: Emphasizes that salvation begins with God's action rather than
human effort.
e Progressive Revelation: Highlights the unfolding nature of divine truth over time.

e Covenantal Structure: Frames history around binding agreements that direct God's
relationship with humanity.

e Messianic Fulfillment: Focuses on the anticipated and realized role of the Messiah.

* Redemptive Purpose: Portrays history as oriented toward restoration and
reconciliation.

These features have significant implications for faith communities. They influence
liturgical calendars (e.g., Advent and Easter seasons), doctrinal formulations, and personal
spirituality. By situating human experience within a grand narrative of redemption,
believers find meaning and hope amid trials.



Challenges and Critiques

Despite its importance, the concept of salvation history faces certain critiques and
challenges. Some scholars caution against overly deterministic interpretations that
minimize human agency or historical complexity. Others question the historicity of certain
biblical events or the application of a uniform theological narrative to diverse texts.

Additionally, the ecumenical and interfaith applicability of salvation history can be limited
by its particularistic claims. Navigating these tensions requires nuanced scholarship that
respects both faith commitments and academic rigor.

Salvation history remains a vital topic for ongoing dialogue among theologians, historians,

and religious practitioners. Its rich interplay of history, theology, and spirituality continues
to inspire inquiry into the profound question of how the divine interacts with the temporal

world.
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definition of salvation history: The Federal Theology of Johannes Cocceius (1603-1669)
Willem van Asselt, 2021-10-01 This volume deals with the Federal theology of Johannes Cocceius,
who lived in the seventeenth century (1603-1669). German by birth, he taught at Bremen, Franeker
and Leiden, where he was Professor of Theology (1650-1669). As foremost biblical interpreter he
sought to formulate a Covenant theory which described all of human history by introducing the
structure of consecutive covenants or foedera. The book poses a surprising alternative to the
readings of earlier scholarship on Cocceius by its careful presentation of the pneumatological
components of the doctrine of covenants. Cocceius' Federal theology was of considerable importance
in the theological and political history of Europe and the United States and formes the framework
for much of the Reformed theology in the past three centuries.

definition of salvation history: New Testament Theology Gerhard Hasel, 1978-09-26 This
book gives an overview about the varieties of approaches in the New testamen debate -
Abbreviations, Introduction, 1. Beginnings and the development of NT theology, 2. Methodology in
NT theology, 3. The center and unity in NT theology, 4. NT theology and the OT, 5. Basic proposals
toward a NT theology: a multiplex approach, Selectes bibliography, Index of names, Index of
subjects

definition of salvation history: Redemptive-Historical Hermeneutics and Homiletics
Yung Hoon Hyun, 2015-04-14 This book focuses on redemptive historical hermeneutics and
homiletics within New Testament theology. This is a valuable legacy of the Reformed tradition,
despite differences in interpreting and preaching Bible texts that surfaced in Holland (1920s and
1930s) and the United States (1970s onwards) before influencing Korean Reformed churches. The
background, origin, distinctiveness, and development of these theological debates is explored and
evaluated before the features of redemptive history in Korea are identified. The influence of Western
redemptive-historical scholars on the Korean debate are also analyzed. Here is a major and
contemporary contribution to reformed-historical hermeneutics and homiletics that is relevant for
Korean Reformed churches, but also for all Reformed churches worldwide.

definition of salvation history: Thomas Aquinas' Trinitarian Theology Timothy L Smith,
2003 Thomas' presentation of Trinitarian doctrine in his Summa Theologiae is an essential text for


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/definition-of-salvation-history.pdf

anyone interested in the great Dominican's theology. One finds here the meeting of a host of
philosophical and theological issues.

definition of salvation history: Approaches to Old Testament Interpretation John
Goldingay, 2024-10-18 In this book, John Goldingay examines five approaches to the interpretation
of the Old Testament: as a faith, a way of life, the story of salvation, witness to Christ, and Scripture.
Dr. Goldingay has a detailed knowledge of an enormous range of scholarly literature. His carefully
considered evaluations of the works of other scholars are a helpful guide to the key issues which
often tend to be submerged by the intricacies of scholarly debate.

definition of salvation history: Built Upon the Rock Daniel M. Gurtner, John Nolland,
2008-02-02 This collection of essays from the 2005 Tyndale Fellowship conference covers topics
pertinent to the entire first Gospel, including Matthew's sources, the role of Jerusalem, the problem
of anti-Semitism, Matthew's portrayal of salvation history, and more. Reflections by seasoned
veterans -- Donald Hagner, R. T. France, David Wenham, and others -- are featured, complemented
by the contributions of a number of scholars lesser known to the English-speaking world. Together
these essays provide a valuable entry in the field by an international team of evangelical scholars
addressing critical questions in Matthean studies.Contributors: Armin D. Baum Stephanie L. Black
Jeannine K. Brown Roland Deines Mervyn Eloff R. T. France Daniel M. Gurtner Donald A. Hagner
James M. Hamilton Jr. David Instone-Brewer John Nolland David Wenham

definition of salvation history: Matthew's Inclusive Story David B. Howell, 2015-01-29
Matthew has been described as an 'inclusive story', in which the experiences of the evangelist's
post-Easter church are inscribed in the story of Jesus's earthly ministry. This book explores the
inclusive nature of the Gospel by means of reader-response literary criticism. Some recent redaction
studies of Matthew are reviewed from the perspective of reader-response criticism. Then, in an
attempt to understand the interpretative moves readers make, Matthew's story, story-teller and
audience are examined.

definition of salvation history: An Old Testament Theology Bruce K. Waltke, 2011-04-19 The
Old Testament is more than a religious history of the nation of Israel. It is more than a portrait
gallery of heroes of the faith. It is even more than a theological and prophetic backdrop to the New
Testament. Beyond these, the Old Testament is inspired revelation of the very nature, character, and
works of God. As renowned Old Testament scholar Bruce Waltke writes in the preface of this book,
the Old Testament’s every sentence is “fraught with theology, worthy of reflection.” This book is the
result of decades of reflection informed by an extensive knowledge of the Hebrew language, the best
of critical scholarship, a deep understanding of both the content and spirit of the Old Testament, and
a thoroughly evangelical conviction. Taking a narrative, chronological approach to the text, Waltke
employs rhetorical criticism to illuminate the theologies of the biblical narrators. Through careful
study, he shows that the unifying theme of the Old Testament is the “breaking in of the kingdom of
God.” This theme helps the reader better understand not only the Old Testament, but also the New
Testament, the continuity of the entire Bible, and ultimately, God himself.

definition of salvation history: History of the Concept of Mind Paul S. Macdonald, 2019-07-23
Exploring the 'roads less travelled', MacDonald continues his monumental essay in the history of
ideas. The history of heterodox ideas about the concept of mind takes the reader from the earliest
records about human nature in Ancient Egypt, the Ancient Near East, and the Zoroastrian religion,
through the secret teachings in the Hermetic and Gnostic scriptures, and into the transformation of
ideas about the mind, soul and spirit in the late antique and early medieval epochs. These transitions
include discussion of the influence of Central Asian shamanism, Manichean ideas about the soul in
light and darkness, and Neoplatonic theurgy, 'working-on-god-within'. Sections on the medieval
period are concerned with the rediscovery of magical practices and occult doctrines from Roger
Bacon to Francis Bacon, the adaptation of Neoplatonic and esoteric ideas in the medieval Christian
mystics, and the survival of these ideas mixed with natural science in the works of von Helmont,
Leibniz and Goethe. The book concludes with an investigation of the many forms of dualism in
accounts of the human mind and soul, and the concept of dual-life which underpins our aspiration to



understand how humans could have an immortal nature like the gods.

definition of salvation history: Vatican II on Mary: The Case for the definition of the
Spiritual Motherhood of Mary Douglas Nnamdi Egbuonu, 2014 The purpose of this study is to
show that the formal definition of the spiritual Motherhood of Mary would constitute a doctrinal
development from Vatican II's teaching on Mary. It is my strong view that Mary's spiritual
motherhood should be explicitly acknowledged, accepted and stamped with the extra-ordinary
infallibility of the Church magisterium so that it would become a dogma of the Church, as the sensus
fidelium. Such formal definition would give the doctrine the seal of juridical authenticity and prevent
it from denigration and rejection in future. This study argues that the Catholic Church needs to
advance forwards from the Marian teaching of Vatican II by making concerted efforts to maintain
the Marian trajectory in the Church. Also portrayed are the efforts of the papal magisterium and
some noted Catholic theologians that have gone back to the sources of the early Fathers of the
Church in order to teach that Mary's spiritual Motherhood has solid foundation on Scripture and the
Church's tradition. The post-conciliar teachings of the above-stated papal magisterium and
contemporary theologians have the aim to nurture and sustain the faith and understanding of the
people of God about Mary's spiritual Motherhood. The study also examines evidence to show that
there is much in the Catholic Marian theology that could improve understanding among Christians
of different denominations. In particular, it portrays the fact that Mariology always points to Christ,
being indissolubly linked with Christology, and also has intrinsic unity with ecclesiology.

definition of salvation history: Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible
Kevin ]. Vanhoozer, 2005-11 This groundbreaking reference tool introduces key names, theories, and
concepts for interpreting Scripture.

definition of salvation history: Historiography and Self-Definition Gregory Sterling,
2014-04-03 For centuries scholars have recognized the apologetic character of the Hellenistic Jewish
historians, Josephos, and Luke-Acts; they have not, however, adequately addressed their possible
relationships to each other and to their wider cultures. In this first full systematic effort to set these
authors within the framework of Greco-Roman traditions, Professor Sterling has used genre
criticism as a method for locating a distinct tradition of historical writing, apologetic historiography.
Apologetic historiography is the story of a subgroup of people which deliberately Hellenizes the
traditions of the group in an effort to provide a self-definition within the context of the larger world.
It arose as a result of a dialectic relationship with Greek ethnography. This work traces the evolution
of this tradition through three major eras of eastern Mediterranean history spanning six hundred
years: the Persian, the Greek, and the Roman.

definition of salvation history: The Encounter with the Divine in Mesopotamia and Israel H.
W. F. Saggs, 2016-10-06 While most of its contemporary religions have faded away, Israelite religion
continues to have a major influence in the world. First delivered in 1975 as a Jordan Lecture in
Comparative Religion, this volume argues that in its beginnings Israelite religion had much in
common with ancient Mesopotamian religion and suggests that its endurance is due to its dynamic
development of the concepts it shared with other religions.

definition of salvation history: The Reign of God Jonathan Cole, 2022-07-28 The Reign of God
constitutes the first detailed and systematic critical engagement with Oliver O'Donovan's political
theology. It argues that O'Donovan's theological account of political authority is not tenable on the
basis of exegetical and methodological problems. The book goes on to demonstrate a way to refine
O'Donovan's theology of political authority by incorporating insights from his earlier work in moral
theology. This can provide a cogent basis for thinking that the Christ-event redeems the natural
political authority embedded in the created order and inaugurates its new historical bene esse in the
form of Christian liberalism.

definition of salvation history: To the Jew First or to the Jew at Last Antoine X] Fritz,
2014-09-25 Many missions to the Jewish people, such as Jews for Jesus, use Romans 1:16 as a proof
text to encourage the evangelisation of the Jewish people as a priority: 'to the Jew first, and then to
the Greek' (Jewish Missional Priority). Is this interpretation of the text legitimate? After considering




when this priority first appeared, the author exposes and evaluates the arguments commonly used to
promote it. His thorough exegesis of Romans 1:16-17 ultimately resolves the question. He takes the
opportunity to explore some possible eschatological implications developed from Romans 9-11 and
the parables of Jesus. Will the first also be the last?

definition of salvation history: What are They Saying about Matthew? Donald Senior,
1996 A Revised and Expanded Edition of What Are They Saying About Matthew? The sheer volume
of scholarship on Matthew has grown even larger recently because of renewed interest in the Jewish
background of Jesus and the New Testament. Donald Senior, distinguished biblical scholar, writer,
and teacher, surveys a list of nearly one hundred new articles and books published in North America
and internationally within the last decade. In a clear and readable fashion, Senior investigates and
then explains the major issues that dominate the study of Matthew today: the background of the
evangelist and his community, the structure and the purpose of the gospel, the relationship of the
gospel to Judaism, and the gospel's portrayal of Jesus, discipleship, and church. What Are They
Saying About Matthew? is a welcome resource for those who wish to benefit from this most
comprehensive and reliable exploration of modern biblical scholarship. +

definition of salvation history: The Encyclodedia of Christianity, Vol. 5 Erwin Fahlbusch,
Geoffrey William Bromiley, 1999 Written by leading scholars from around the world, the articles in
this volume range from sin, Sufism and terrorism to theology in the 19th and 20th centuries, Vatican
I and II and the virgin birth.

definition of salvation history: Reframing Biblical Theology Daniel C. Fredericks,
2025-08-26 Biblical theology is adequate only if wholly contextualized within the eternal natures of
God, creation, and history. A more thorough awareness of God’s eternal design within creation and
its history and a fuller perspective on the Messiah’s commission avoids significant discontinuities,
such as universal and redemptive histories, the gospels of Jesus and his apostles, cross and kingdom
of God “centers,” heaven and a new earth, and the role of sanctification in the Old and New
Testaments. This study suggests that God’s eternal design for creation and its history subsumes a
limited biblical theology that focuses on the solution to the sin problem at the expense of what has
always been the eternal, practical, and productive objective of that solution and its current
implications. The church can focus on an urgent need for the rescue at the expense of the equally
urgent and eternal purpose for that rescue. A more comprehensive, practical, and productive
theology of endless creation and its history contextualizes salvation and its eschatological focus by
enveloping them as temporary components within God’s eternal design.

definition of salvation history: Theology and Literature in the Age of Johnson Melvyn New,
Gerard Reedy, S.]J., 2012-06-14 Seventeen essays explore the complex relationships between literary
intentions and theological concerns of authors writing in the second half of the eighteenth century.
The diversity of literary forms and subjects, from Fielding and Richardson to Burke and
Wollstonecraft, is matched by a diversity of theologies; to argue that the age “resisted secularism” is
by no means to argue that that resistance was blindly doctrinal or rigidly uniform; the many ways
secularism could be resisted is the subject of the collection
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