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Coercion Capital and European States: Navigating Power, Influence, and Sovereignty

coercion capital and european states is a fascinating and complex topic that
intertwines the dynamics of power, economic influence, and political strategy across the
continent. At its core, coercion capital refers to the use or threat of force, sanctions, or
economic pressure to influence the decisions and behaviors of states or actors. When
examined through the lens of European states, this concept reveals much about how
countries assert their sovereignty, protect their interests, and interact within an
increasingly interconnected geopolitical landscape.

Understanding coercion capital in the context of Europe requires exploring how historical
legacies, economic dependencies, and political alliances shape the continent’s approach to
power. Whether it’s the subtle leverage of financial sanctions or the more overt threats of
military action, coercion capital plays a crucial role in shaping relationships among
European nations and between Europe and external powers.

The Roots of Coercion Capital in European
History

Europe’s history is rife with examples of coercion—both as a tool of statecraft and as a
byproduct of shifting alliances. From the centuries-long balance of power struggles to the
rise and fall of empires, coercion capital has been a persistent theme.

From Empires to Modern States

In the era of empires like the Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, and Russian Empires, coercion
often took the form of military conquest and territorial control. These powers wielded
coercion capital by imposing their will on smaller states through force or the threat of
violence. Over time, as the concept of the nation-state took hold, coercion evolved into
more nuanced forms, such as economic sanctions and diplomatic pressure.

The two World Wars dramatically reshaped Europe’s political landscape and highlighted
the devastating potential of coercion. After World War II, the rise of institutions like the
European Union demonstrated a shift toward cooperation and integration, but coercion
capital remained a subtle undercurrent in interstate relations.

Cold War and the Division of Europe

The Cold War era exemplified coercion capital through ideological and military standoffs.
The division of Europe into Eastern and Western blocs was maintained through a mixture
of military threats and economic leverage. NATO and the Warsaw Pact represented



opposing coercion capitals that shaped the continent’s security dynamics for decades.

Modern Manifestations of Coercion Capital in
European States

Today, coercion capital in Europe is less about overt military conquest and more about
strategic influence, economic pressure, and political maneuvering. European states
employ various tools to assert their interests, often blending hard and soft power.

Economic Sanctions as a Tool of Influence

One of the most prominent examples of coercion capital in modern Europe is the use of
economic sanctions. European Union members frequently coordinate sanctions to
influence the behavior of states perceived as violating international norms or threatening
regional stability. For example, sanctions against Russia following its annexation of
Crimea in 2014 demonstrated how economic pressure could serve as a coercive
instrument without direct military engagement.

Sanctions target sectors like energy, finance, and defense, aiming to create economic
hardships that incentivize policy changes. However, sanctions also come with risks, such
as potential blowback on European economies or unintended humanitarian impacts.

Military Presence and Security Alliances

While Europe largely enjoys peace within its borders, military coercion remains a key
aspect of security strategy. NATO serves as the primary security alliance, providing
collective defense and deterring potential aggression through a credible military presence.

European states invest in defense capabilities as a form of coercion capital to maintain
sovereignty and influence regional security dynamics. The enhancement of military
readiness and participation in joint exercises signals a commitment to defense that can
dissuade hostile actions.

Diplomatic Leverage and Soft Power

Coercion capital isn’t always about pressure or threat. European states often use
diplomacy and soft power as subtle coercive tools. By shaping international norms,
leveraging membership in multilateral organizations, and promoting cultural influence,
European countries can guide global and regional agendas.

This form of coercion capital relies on persuasion and attraction rather than force. It can
be especially effective when combined with economic incentives or sanctions, creating a



multifaceted approach to influence.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations

The use of coercion capital by European states raises important questions about ethics,
effectiveness, and long-term consequences.

Balancing Sovereignty and Influence

European states must navigate the fine line between protecting their sovereignty and
respecting that of others. Overuse or misuse of coercion capital risks escalating conflicts
or undermining trust between nations. For example, harsh sanctions can sometimes
entrench authoritarian regimes rather than encourage reform.

Economic Dependencies and Vulnerabilities

Europe’s interconnected economies mean that coercion capital can be a double-edged
sword. Energy dependencies, particularly on Russian gas, have complicated Europe’s
ability to exert pressure without harming its own economic stability. This vulnerability
highlights the importance of diversifying energy sources and strengthening economic
resilience.

Legal and Humanitarian Implications

The deployment of coercion capital, especially through sanctions and military means, must
consider international law and humanitarian impacts. Ensuring that coercive measures
align with legal frameworks and minimize harm to civilian populations remains a critical
concern for European policymakers.

The Future of Coercion Capital in Europe

Looking ahead, the role of coercion capital in European states will likely evolve alongside
global geopolitical shifts and technological advances.

Cybersecurity and Information Warfare

New domains like cyberspace have introduced fresh avenues for coercion capital.
European states face challenges from cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns, and digital
espionage, which can undermine political stability without traditional military conflict.



Developing robust cyber defenses and offensive capabilities is becoming an integral part
of coercion strategies.

Green Transition and Economic Levers

The ongoing transition to green energy and sustainable economies may reshape coercion
capital by altering dependencies on fossil fuels. Europe’s leadership in climate policy could
become a source of influence, while competition for critical resources like rare earth
metals might introduce new coercive dynamics.

Strengthening European Unity

A united Europe possesses greater coercion capital through combined economic strength,
diplomatic weight, and military capabilities. Initiatives to deepen integration and
cooperation may enhance Europe’s ability to project power and defend its interests in a
complex global environment.

In the end, coercion capital and European states are bound together in a delicate dance of
power, strategy, and values. While coercion remains a necessary tool in international
relations, Europe’s future will depend on balancing strength with cooperation, ensuring
that influence is wielded responsibly and effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is coercion capital in the context of European
states?
Coercion capital refers to the resources and capacity a state possesses to enforce laws,
maintain order, and exert power over its population through coercive means such as
military and police forces. In European states, it involves the use of legal, political, and
physical tools to sustain sovereignty and control.

How do European states utilize coercion capital to
maintain political stability?
European states utilize coercion capital by deploying law enforcement agencies,
maintaining effective judicial systems, and ensuring military readiness to deter internal
and external threats. This helps maintain political stability by preventing unrest, managing
conflicts, and enforcing state authority.

What role does coercion capital play in the integration



process of the European Union?
Coercion capital plays a limited but important role in the EU integration process by
ensuring member states adhere to common laws and regulations. While the EU
emphasizes cooperation and consensus, member states retain coercion capital to enforce
policies domestically, contributing to the overall stability of the union.

How has the concept of coercion capital evolved in
European states with the rise of supranational
institutions?
With the rise of supranational institutions like the EU, coercion capital in European states
has shifted from purely national control to shared sovereignty. States cooperate on
security and law enforcement through agencies like Europol, balancing national coercion
with collective mechanisms to address cross-border threats.

Can coercion capital influence the diplomatic relations
among European states?
Yes, coercion capital can influence diplomatic relations by shaping power dynamics and
bargaining positions. States with stronger coercion capital, such as advanced military
capabilities or effective security apparatuses, may exert greater influence in negotiations
and regional affairs, affecting alliances and cooperation in Europe.

Additional Resources
Coercion Capital and European States: An Analytical Review

coercion capital and european states represent a complex intersection of political
economy, state sovereignty, and security dynamics that have shaped the trajectory of
Europe’s modern governance. As European nations navigate the delicate balance between
internal authority and external pressures, the concept of coercion capital—resources and
capabilities a state mobilizes to enforce compliance and maintain order—emerges as a
critical lens for understanding state behavior, resilience, and influence within the
continent.

This article delves deep into the multifaceted nature of coercion capital within European
states, examining its historical roots, contemporary manifestations, and implications for
statecraft and regional stability. Through a professional and investigative approach, we
explore how coercion capital integrates with political institutions, security apparatus, and
economic structures, alongside an assessment of its evolving role in the face of changing
geopolitical and social challenges.

Understanding Coercion Capital in the Context of



European States

Coercion capital, fundamentally, refers to the array of coercive resources that a
government leverages to ensure compliance and maintain order, including military
strength, police capacity, legal authority, and institutional legitimacy. In the context of
European states, coercion capital is not merely about raw power but also the effectiveness
and legitimacy with which this power is exercised. European states typically balance
coercive mechanisms with democratic accountability and rule of law, distinguishing their
approach from more authoritarian regimes.

The Historical Development of Coercion Capital in
Europe

Historically, European states have evolved their coercion capital from feudal militaries to
sophisticated modern security institutions. The Peace of Westphalia in 1648, often cited as
the foundation of the modern state system, marked a significant shift towards centralized
authority and the monopoly on legitimate violence. This development laid the groundwork
for contemporary coercion capital by establishing state sovereignty as the ultimate source
of coercive power.

Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, industrialization and nation-building efforts
expanded the coercion capacity of European states, notably through conscription-based
armies, national police forces, and bureaucratic institutions. Post-World War II, the rise of
welfare states and democratic governance introduced new complexities, as coercion
capital became entwined with civil rights and institutional checks and balances.

Components of Coercion Capital in European States

Military Strength: European countries maintain varying levels of military
capability, influenced by NATO commitments, defense budgets, and strategic
priorities. For instance, France and the United Kingdom possess robust, globally
deployable forces, while smaller states rely more on collective security
arrangements.

Policing and Internal Security: Coercion capital includes sophisticated policing
systems designed not only for crime control but also for managing civil unrest and
counterterrorism. The integration of intelligence services and law enforcement is
critical in this realm.

Legal and Institutional Frameworks: The rule of law underpins coercion capital
by legitimizing state authority and ensuring compliance through codified rights and
judicial processes, thus reducing reliance on brute force.

Social Legitimacy: In democratic European states, the perceived legitimacy of
coercive institutions is essential. Public trust can either augment or undermine



coercion capital’s efficacy.

Comparative Perspectives: Coercion Capital
Across European States

European states display significant variation in their coercion capital, shaped by historical
legacies, political systems, and strategic environments. For example, Scandinavian
countries like Sweden and Norway emphasize social welfare and institutional trust, relying
less on overt coercion and more on consensual governance. Conversely, Eastern European
states, many of which transitioned from Soviet-era authoritarianism, continue to grapple
with institutional reforms to balance coercion and democratic norms.

Western Europe: Balancing Power and Legitimacy

Western European countries typically exhibit high levels of coercion capital supported by
strong legal frameworks and democratic accountability. Germany, for example, maintains
a well-trained military under strict civilian control and a federal police system integrated
with European Union security mechanisms. This balance allows for effective coercive
capacity while safeguarding civil liberties.

Eastern Europe: Transitional Challenges and Coercion
Capital

In Eastern Europe, the legacy of centralized control and limited political pluralism
influences current coercion capital dynamics. Countries such as Poland and Hungary have
seen shifts in how coercive institutions are utilized, with debates over judicial
independence and media freedom signaling tensions between state authority and
democratic principles. These developments reflect broader challenges in consolidating
coercion capital that is both effective and legitimate.

Southern Europe: Security Concerns and Institutional
Capacity

Southern European states, including Italy, Spain, and Greece, face unique challenges
related to organized crime, migration, and economic instability, all impacting their
coercion capital. Their security agencies often engage in complex operations balancing
law enforcement with human rights obligations, highlighting the nuanced nature of
coercion in these contexts.



The Role of Coercion Capital in European Security
and Geopolitics

Coercion capital is pivotal not only domestically but also in shaping Europe's role on the
international stage. European states must navigate a security environment marked by
NATO commitments, EU defense initiatives, and emerging threats such as cyber warfare
and hybrid tactics.

Coercion Capital and NATO Integration

NATO remains a cornerstone of European security, pooling collective coercion capital to
deter external aggression, particularly from Russia. Member states contribute varying
levels of military assets and intelligence capabilities, creating a multi-layered coercion
network that extends beyond national borders.

EU Defense Initiatives and Coercion Capital

The European Union’s pursuit of strategic autonomy has led to initiatives like the
Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) and the European Defence Fund, aimed at
enhancing collective coercion capital. These efforts seek to reduce dependency on
external actors while fostering interoperability among national forces.

Hybrid Threats and the Evolution of Coercion Capital

Modern coercion capital increasingly encompasses cyber capabilities, information
warfare, and economic sanctions. European states are investing in cyber defense and
intelligence-sharing to counter hybrid threats, recognizing that coercion now extends into
non-kinetic domains.

Challenges and Considerations in Managing
Coercion Capital

While coercion capital is vital for state security and governance, its deployment carries
inherent risks and trade-offs. Excessive or illegitimate use can erode public trust, fuel
social unrest, and undermine democratic institutions. Conversely, insufficient coercion
capacity can leave states vulnerable to internal disorder and external threats.



Balancing Security and Civil Liberties

European states continuously negotiate the balance between effective coercion and the
protection of fundamental freedoms. Legal safeguards, parliamentary oversight, and
transparent policing practices are mechanisms designed to mitigate abuses of coercion
capital.

Resource Allocation and Strategic Priorities

Allocating resources to coercion capital competes with social welfare, infrastructure, and
economic development spending. States must prioritize based on threat assessments and
political consensus, often resulting in divergent approaches across Europe.

Integration with Multilateral Frameworks

The reliance on multinational organizations like the EU and NATO introduces complexities
in sovereignty and coordination. While pooling coercion capital enhances collective
security, it also requires reconciling national interests and operational doctrines.

European states’ experiences with coercion capital reveal a dynamic interplay between
power, legitimacy, and governance that continues to evolve amid shifting geopolitical
landscapes. As internal and external pressures reshape security environments,
understanding the nuances of coercion capital offers valuable insights into the resilience
and adaptability of Europe’s political order.

Coercion Capital And European States

  coercion capital and european states: Coercion, Capital and European States Charles Tilly,
1993-04-08 In this pathbreaking work, now available in paperback, Charles Tilly challenges all
previous formulations of state development in Europe. Specifically, Tilly charges that most available
explanations fail because they do not account for the great variety of kinds of states which were
viable at different stages of European history, and because they assume a unilinear path of state
development resolving in today's national state.
  coercion capital and european states: Coercion, Capital, and European States, AD 990-1990
Charles Tilly, 1990-01-01 This is at once an account and an explanation of the evolution of European
states during the present millennium. The central problem addressed by the author concerns the
great variety in the kinds of state that have prevailed in Europe since AD 990....Professor Tilly shows
how interactions between the wielders of power on the one hand and the manipulators of capital on
the other resulted in three state formations each of which prevailed over long periods --
tribute-taking empires, systems of fragmented sovereignty, and national states.
  coercion capital and european states: Coercion, Capital and European States Charles
Tilly, 1990
  coercion capital and european states: Coercion, Capital, and European States, AD
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990-1990 Charles Tilly, 1990
  coercion capital and european states: The Origins of the State in Italy, 1300-1600 Julius
Kirshner, 2009-05-15 The beginnings of the state in Europe is a central topic of contemporary
historical research. The making of such early modern Italian regional states as Florence, the
kingdom of Naples, Milan, and Venice exemplifies a decisive turn in the state tradition of Western
Europe. The Origins of the State in Italy, 1300-1600 represents the best in American, British, and
Italian scholarship and offers a valuable and critical overview of the key problems of the emergence
of the state in Europe. Some of the topics covered include the political legitimacy of the aborning
regional states, the changing legal culture, the conflict between church and state, the forces shaping
public finances, and the creation of the Italian League. The eight essays in this collection originally
appeared in the Journal of Modern History. Contributors include Roberto Bizzocchi, Giorgio
Chittolini, Trevor Dean, Riccardo Fubini, Elena Fasano Guarini, Aldo Mazzacane, Anthony Molho,
and Pierangelo Schiera. This volume will appeal to historians, historical sociologists, and historians
of political thought.
  coercion capital and european states: International Intervention in the Post-Cold War World
Michael C. Davis, Wolfgang Dietrich, Bettina Scholdan, 2017-07-28 International intervention on
humanitarian grounds has been a contentious issue for decades. First, it pits the principle of state
sovereignty against claims of universal human rights. Second, the motivations of intervening states
may be open to question when avowals of moral action are arguably the fig leaf covering an
assertion of power for political advantage. These questions have been salient in the context of the
Balkan and African wars and U.S. policy in the Middle East. This volume undertakes a serious,
systematic, and broadly international review of the issues.
  coercion capital and european states: Contemporary Sociological Theory Craig Calhoun,
Joseph Gerteis, James Moody, Steven Pfaff, Indermohan Virk, 2012-01-10 This comprehensive
collection of contemporary sociological theory is the definitive guide to current perspectives and
approaches in the field, examining key topics and debates in the field. Collects the most
representative material available on topics such as symbolic interactionism, phenomenology,
structuralism, network theory, critical theory, feminist theory, and the debates over modernity and
postmodernity Includes examinations of the work of Foucault, Giddens, and Bourdieu A new section
for this edition opens up the debate on power and inequality Thematically organized
  coercion capital and european states: Politics and Reformations Christopher Ocker, 2007
These twenty-six essays examine urban, rural, national, and imperial histories in Early Modern
Europe and abroad, and politics in Reformation Switzerland, Burgundy, Germany, and the
Netherlands.
  coercion capital and european states: Nations Matter Craig Calhoun, 2007-04-20 Craig
Calhoun, one of the most respected social scientists in the world, re-examines nationalism in light of
post-1989 enthusiasm for globalization and the new anxieties of the twenty-first century. Nations
Matter argues that pursuing a purely postnational politics is premature at best and possibly
dangerous. Calhoun argues that, rather than wishing nationalism away, it is important to transform
it. One key is to distinguish the ideology of nationalism as fixed and inherited identity from the
development of public projects that continually remake the terms of national integration. Standard
concepts like 'civic' vs. 'ethnic' nationalism can get in the way unless they are critically re-examined
– as an important chapter in this book does. This book is essential reading for undergraduate and
postgraduate students of sociology, history, political theory and all subjects concerned with
nationalism, globalization, and cosmopolitanism.
  coercion capital and european states: Exploring the Sociology of Europe Maurice Roche,
2010 This is a discerning and relevant book providing an informed analysis of European society
which identifies and defines contemporary issues and engages with key social theoretical
perspectives. Covering the substantive historical sociological aspects of Europe (Part 1), the
historical and comparative sociology of the nation-state (Part 2), and the comparative sociology of
welfare capitalism (Part 3) Maurice Roche sets out a clear and effective framework for



understanding the sociology of Europe.
  coercion capital and european states: Comparing Globalizations Thomas D. Hall,
2017-11-17 This work explores essential debates on globalization and world-systems analysis. It
begins with a review of theoretical insights from world-systems analysis and explains the evolution
of its terminology. The book subsequently seeks to answer several important questions: When did
globalization begin and what insights into contemporary globalization may be gained from older
forms? How does globalization differ in different places, and how can different instances of
globalization be compared? Who is affected by globalization, how are they affected, and how do
these effects vary, if at all, over time and space? As world-systems analysis and studies of
globalization require interdisciplinary expertise, the contributing authors draw on many fields,
including anthropology, economics, geography, philosophy, political science, sociology, and world
history. The book’s overall goal is to facilitate the dialogue between approaches that, at times, seem
to “talk at cross-purposes,” and to extend an invitation to scholars from many different areas to
explore globalization.
  coercion capital and european states: Resisting Violence and Victimisation Dr Joel Hodge,
2012-11-01 The reality and nature of religious faith raises difficult questions for the modern world;
questions that re-present themselves when faith has grown under the most challenging
circumstances. In East Timor widespread Christian faith emerged when suffering and violence were
inflicted on the people by the state. This book seeks a deeper understanding of faith and violence,
exploring how Christian faith and solidarity affected the hope and resistance of the East Timorese
under Indonesian occupation in their response to state-sanctioned violence. Joel Hodge argues for an
understanding of Christian faith as a relational phenomenon that provides personal and collective
tools to resist violence. Grounded in the work of mimetic theorist René Girard, Hodge contends that
the experience of victimisation in East Timor led to an important identification with Jesus Christ as
self-giving victim and formed a distinctive communal and ecclesial solidarity. The Catholic Church
opened spaces of resistance and communion that allowed the Timorese to imagine and live beyond
the violence and death perpetrated by the Indonesian regime. Presenting the East Timorese stories
under occupation and Girard's insights in dialogue, this book offers fresh perspectives on the
Christian Church's ecclesiology and mission.
  coercion capital and european states: The Dynamics of Economic Culture in the North
Sea and Baltic Region Hanno Brand, Leos Müller, 2007
  coercion capital and european states: Tropical Leviathan Aaron Graham, 2025-01-24 The
colonial Jamaican state was immensely wealthy, but it was a society consumed by fear. The White
population feared the possibility of enslaved rebellion and foreign invasion, and the Black population
feared their cruel treatment as overworked labourers on Jamaica's brutal but economically
productive sugar plantations. With the wealthy White population investing heavily in security to
protect themselves from the rebelling enslaved majority, it was a society at war. The wealth of the
plantation system meant that White Jamaicans and their imperial representatives were able to
secure the finances for this until the last decade of the eighteenth century. By the early nineteenth
century, however, the cost was proving increasingly burdensome, and the great slave rebellion of
1831-32 proved fatal to the financial and political viability of the colonial state, leading to
emancipation in the mid-1830s. Tropical Leviathan re-evaluates the political and economic history of
the colonial Jamaican state in the tumultuous age of revolution and abolition. With a large body of
previous unknown data, it provides empirical evidence of a functioning colonial state that, contrary
to previous interpretations, was far from declining in the years immediately before the abolition of
the slave trade in 1807. Aaron Graham provides in-depth analysis of the ways in which Jamaica's
economy attempted but eventually failed to provide the resources that would maintain Jamaica as a
functioning plantation state and explains how the cost of securing the colonial state against enslaved
opposition eventually led to near-state bankruptcy and to enslaved emancipation. Tropical Leviathan
is a comprehensive study of the complex intersections between slavery and security in a slave
society and an important re-evaluation of Jamaica in the age of revolution and abolition. The making,



breaking, and remaking of the colonial state emerges as key in the rise and fall of slavery in Jamaica.
  coercion capital and european states: Varieties of Sovereignty and Citizenship Sigal R.
Ben-Porath, Rogers M. Smith, 2012-11-29 In Varieties of Sovereignty and Citizenship, scholars from
a wide range of disciplines reflect on the transformation of the world away from the absolute
sovereignty of independent nation-states and on the proliferation of varieties of plural citizenship.
The emergence of possible new forms of allegiance and their effect on citizens and on political
processes underlie the essays in this volume. The essays reflect widespread acceptance that we
cannot grasp either the empirical realities or the important normative issues today by focusing only
on sovereign states and their actions, interests, and aspirations. All the contributors accept that we
need to take into account a great variety of globalizing forces, but they draw very different
conclusions about those realities. For some, the challenges to the sovereignty of nation-states are on
the whole to be regretted and resisted. These transformations are seen as endangering both state
capacity and state willingness to promote stability and security internationally. Moreover, they
worry that declining senses of national solidarity may lead to cutbacks in the social support systems
many states provide to all those who reside legally within their national borders. Others view the
system of sovereign nation-states as the aspiration of a particular historical epoch that always
involved substantial problems and that is now appropriately giving way to new, more globally
beneficial forms of political association. Some contributors to this volume display little sympathy for
the claims on behalf of sovereign states, though they are just as wary of emerging forms of
cosmopolitanism, which may perpetuate older practices of economic exploitation, displacement of
indigenous communities, and military technologies of domination. Collectively, the contributors to
this volume require us to rethink deeply entrenched assumptions about what varieties of sovereignty
and citizenship are politically possible and desirable today, and they provide illuminating insights
into the alternative directions we might choose to pursue.
  coercion capital and european states: State Formation, Regime Change, and Economic
Development Jørgen Møller, 2016-12-19 Failed or weak states, miscarried democratizations, and
economic underdevelopment characterize a large part of the world we live in. Much work has been
done on these subjects over the latest decades but most of this research ignores the deep historical
processes that produced the modern state, modern democracy and the modern market economy in
the first place. This book elucidates the roots of these developments. The book discusses why China
was surpassed by Europeans in spite of its early development of advanced economic markets and a
meritocratic state. It also hones in on the relationship between geopolitical pressure and state
formation and on the European conditions that – from the Middle Ages onwards – facilitated the
development of the modern state, modern democracy, and the modern market economy. Finally, the
book discusses why some countries have been able to follow the European lead in the latest
generations whereas other countries have not. State Formation, Regime Change and Economic
Development will be of key interest to students and researchers within political science and history
as well as to Comparative Politics, Political Economy and the Politics of Developing Areas.
  coercion capital and european states: Collective Violence, Contentious Politics, and Social
Change Ernesto Castañeda, Cathy Schneider, 2017-05-08 Charles Tilly is among the most influential
American sociologists of the last century. For the first time, his pathbreaking work on a wide array
of topics is available in one comprehensive reader. This manageable and readable volume brings
together many highlights of Tilly’s large and important oeuvre, covering his contribution to the
following areas: revolutions and social change; war, state making, and organized crime;
democratization; durable inequality; political violence; migration, race, and ethnicity; narratives and
explanations. The book connects Tilly’s work on large-scale social processes such as nation-building
and war to his work on micro processes such as racial and gender discrimination. It includes
selections from some of Tilly’s earliest, influential, and out of print writings, including The Vendée;
Coercion, Capital and European States; the classic War Making and State Making as Organized
Crime; and his more recent and lesser-known work, including that on durable inequality, democracy,
poverty, economic development, and migration. Together, the collection reveals Tilly’s complex,



compelling, and distinctive vision and helps place the contentious politics approach Tilly pioneered
with Sidney Tarrow and Doug McAdam into broader context. The editors abridge key texts and, in
their introductory essay, situate them within Tilly’s larger opus and contemporary intellectual
debates. The chapters serve as guideposts for those who wish to study his work in greater depth or
use his methodology to examine the pressing issues of our time. Read together, they provide a road
map of Tilly’s work and his contribution to the fields of sociology, political science, history, and
international studies. This book belongs in the classroom and in the library of social scientists,
political analysts, cultural critics, and activists.
  coercion capital and european states: Sword & Salve Peter J. Hoffman, Thomas George
Weiss, 2006-03-03 Arguing forcefully that changing times are a clarion call for new thinking, this
book convincingly shows that if humanitarian organizations continue to operate as they have in the
past, they will fail to help the very victims whom they try to save. Focusing especially on the
emergence of new wars, Hoffman and Weiss insist that humanitarian organizations must recognize
that they live in a political world and that their actions and goals are invariably affected by military
action. The brand of warfare that erupted in the 1990s-marked by civil or transnational armed
conflicts featuring potent non-state actors, altered political economies, a high proportion of civilian
casualties, and a globalized media-produced horrors that shocked consciences and led humanitarian
agencies to question their unyielding stance of neutrality and impartiality. Indeed, in a departure
from earlier norms and practices, some have reinvented their policies and tools and created new
humanitarianisms. This authoritative book traces the evolution of the international humanitarian
system from its inception in the 1860s, parses the dynamics of war and emergency response from
the 1980s through the current disasters in Afghanistan and Iraq, and provides a strategic roadmap
for practitioners. By bringing historical perspective to bear, this volume provides an invaluable
analytical framework for grasping the nature of humanitarian crises and how agencies can respond
strategically rather than reactively to change. Students will find its blend of clearly presented theory
and case studies a powerful tool for understanding the roles of state and non-state actors in
international relations. By charting the tides of continuity and change, this book will prepare
agencies to dodge both figurative and actual bullets that threaten humanitarian action at the outset
of the millennium.
  coercion capital and european states: A Revolution in Favor of Government Max M.
Edling, 2008-07-08 What were the intentions of the Founders? Was the American constitution
designed to protect individual rights? To limit the powers of government? To curb the excesses of
democracy? Or to create a robust democratic nation-state? These questions echo through today's
most heated legal and political debates. In this powerful new interpretation of America's origins,
Max Edling argues that the Federalists were primarily concerned with building a government that
could act vigorously in defense of American interests. The Constitution transferred the powers of
war making and resource extraction from the states to the national government thereby creating a
nation-state invested with all the important powers of Europe's eighteenth-century fiscal-military
states. A strong centralized government, however, challenged the American people's deeply
ingrained distrust of unduly concentrated authority. To secure the Constitution's adoption the
Federalists had to accommodate the formation of a powerful national government to the strong
current of anti-statism in the American political tradition. They did so by designing a government
that would be powerful in times of crisis, but which would make only limited demands on the
citizenry and have a sharply restricted presence in society. The Constitution promised the American
people the benefit of government without its costs. Taking advantage of a newly published
letterpress edition of the constitutional debates, A Revolution in Favor of Government recovers a
neglected strand of the Federalist argument, making a persuasive case for rethinking the formation
of the federal American state.
  coercion capital and european states: The Origins of the Modern World Robert B. Marks,
2019-07-05 Now in a new edition, this clearly written and engrossing book presents a global and
environmental narrative of the origins of the modern world since 1400. Robert Marks constructs a



story in which Asia, Africa, and the New World play major roles and points to the resurgence of Asia
and the vastly changed relationship of humans to the environment.
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claimed he had only acted under coercion. The President retained
Coercion (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy)   Coercion is typically thought to carry with it
several important implications, including that it diminishes the targeted agent’s freedom and
responsibility, and that it is a (pro
coercion - Wiktionary, the free dictionary   coercion (countable and uncountable, plural
coercions) (uncountable) Actual or threatened force for the purpose of compelling action by another
person; the act of coercing.
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