city of ember by jeanne duprau

City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau: A Journey into a Dystopian Underground World

city of ember by jeanne duprau invites readers into a mysterious and captivating dystopian world
that has fascinated young readers and adults alike since its publication. This novel, the first in a
series, is renowned for its imaginative setting, compelling characters, and thought-provoking
themes. If you're curious about a story that blends adventure, mystery, and speculative fiction, the
City of Ember offers a unique glimpse into a world running out of light—both literally and
figuratively.

Exploring the Premise of City of Ember by Jeanne
DuPrau

At its core, the City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau tells the story of a city built underground as a last
refuge for humanity after an unspecified catastrophe. The city is powered by a massive electrical
generator, but as the story unfolds, it becomes clear that the lights of Ember are flickering and
failing, signaling impending darkness and possibly the end of the city itself.

The protagonist duo, Doon Harrow and Lina Mayfleet, are young residents who take it upon
themselves to uncover the secrets of Ember’s failing infrastructure. Their quest to save the city
drives the narrative with a blend of suspense and discovery, making the book not just a tale of
survival but also of hope and courage.

Why the Setting of Ember is So Unique

One of the standout aspects of the City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau is its richly detailed
underground setting. Unlike many dystopian novels that unfold in ruined cities or wastelands, Ember
is enclosed beneath the surface, completely isolated from the outside world. This setting creates a
claustrophobic atmosphere that heightens the tension throughout the story.

The city’s design—with its dimly lit streets, decaying buildings, and crumbling
infrastructure—reflects the urgency of its inhabitants’ plight. Readers get a vivid sense of a
community struggling to maintain normalcy while facing inevitable collapse. This immersive world-
building is a key reason why the novel resonates so well with readers who enjoy richly imagined
speculative fiction.

The Themes of Survival and Hope in City of Ember by
Jeanne DuPrau

Themes are what give the City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau depth beyond just an exciting adventure.
At the heart of the story is the idea of survival—not just physical survival but the survival of



knowledge, culture, and human spirit in the face of adversity.

Light as a Symbol in the Novel

Light plays a crucial symbolic role throughout the book. The city’s failing electrical system isn’t just
a plot device; it represents the fragility of civilization and the importance of enlightenment, both
literal and intellectual. As the lights begin to fade, so too does the hope of Ember’s citizens. Doon
and Lina’s journey becomes a metaphor for seeking truth and bringing light back to a darkening
world.

Community and Cooperation

Another major theme is the power of community and cooperation. In the face of crisis, the people of
Ember initially respond with fear and denial. However, the protagonists’ determination to work
together and seek solutions underscores the novel’s message about the strength found in unity and
shared purpose.

Character Development and Relationships

The characters in City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau are crafted with care, giving readers relatable
figures to root for. Doon and Lina, while young, exhibit qualities of bravery, curiosity, and resilience
that inspire readers of all ages.

Doon Harrow: The Problem Solver

Doon is driven by a desire to fix the city’s problems rather than accept them passively. His practical
mindset and willingness to take risks make him a strong protagonist who embodies the novel’s
themes of action and responsibility.

Lina Mayfleet: The Optimistic Messenger

Lina serves as a complementary character to Doon, balancing his seriousness with her optimism and
empathy. Her role as a messenger in Ember allows her to observe the city’s different facets and
connect with its residents, adding depth to the story’s social fabric.

The Impact of City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau on
Young Adult Literature



Since its release, the City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau has become a staple in young adult dystopian
fiction. Its success stems from a combination of accessible writing, engaging plot, and meaningful
themes that resonate with adolescents grappling with ideas of independence, responsibility, and
ethical decision-making.

Why It Appeals to Readers of All Ages

While targeted at younger readers, the novel’s themes of environmental decay, societal collapse, and
the quest for knowledge have universal appeal. Many readers appreciate how the story encourages
critical thinking about the consequences of human actions and the importance of preserving
knowledge.

Educational Value: Encouraging Critical Thinking

Teachers and parents often recommend the City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau as a tool to stimulate
discussions about sustainability, government responsibility, and community ethics. The book
naturally lends itself to classroom conversations about science, social studies, and literature.

Additional Insights and Tips for New Readers

If you're considering diving into the City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau, here are a few tips to enhance
your reading experience:

e Pay attention to the details: The novel is rich with clues and subtle hints that contribute to
the mystery. Noticing these will deepen your engagement with the plot.

¢ Reflect on the symbolism: Think about how light and darkness function beyond their literal
meanings.

e Explore the sequels: The story continues in “The People of Sparks,” “The Prophet of
Yonwood,” and “The Diamond of Darkhold,” which expand upon Ember’s world and its
characters.

City of Ember in Popular Culture

The novel’s popularity led to a 2008 film adaptation starring Saoirse Ronan and Bill Murray. While
the movie received mixed reviews, it helped introduce the story to a broader audience. Additionally,
the book’s themes have influenced other works within the dystopian genre, reinforcing its place as a
foundational text in young adult speculative fiction.



Reading the City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau opens the door to a world where imagination meets
urgent social commentary. Whether you're a fan of dystopian tales, enjoy mysteries, or seek stories
that inspire hope amidst hardship, Ember offers a compelling journey worth exploring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main setting of ‘'The City of Ember' by Jeanne
DuPrau?

The main setting is the underground city of Ember, a post-apocalyptic city built to sustain human life
after an unspecified disaster.

Who are the protagonists in 'The City of Ember'?

The protagonists are Doon Harrow and Lina Mayfleet, two young citizens of Ember who seek to save
their city from darkness and decay.

What is the central conflict in 'The City of Ember'?

The central conflict revolves around the city's failing infrastructure and dwindling resources,
prompting Doon and Lina to search for a way to save Ember before it is too late.

How do Doon and Lina contribute to the story's resolution?

Doon explores the city's underground tunnels to fix the failing electrical system, while Lina
deciphers clues left by the city's original builders, ultimately leading them to discover a way out of
Ember.

What themes are explored in 'The City of Ember'?

Key themes include survival, hope, the importance of knowledge, and the consequences of
environmental neglect.

Why is 'The City of Ember' considered a dystopian novel?

Because it portrays a society struggling under oppressive conditions with limited resources and a
decaying environment, highlighting the challenges and dangers of a controlled and failing world.

What role does the 'Instructions’' play in the plot of 'The City
of Ember'?

The 'Instructions' are a set of guidelines left by Ember's creators meant to guide the citizens out of
the city after 200 years, which Doon and Lina try to locate to save Ember.



How does 'The City of Ember' address the theme of leadership
and responsibility?

Through characters like Doon and Lina, the story emphasizes taking initiative, questioning authority,
and the responsibility of individuals to protect and improve their community.

What is the significance of light and darkness in ‘The City of
Ember'?

Light and darkness symbolize hope and despair in the novel, with the city's failing lights
representing the impending collapse of Ember and the protagonists' quest to bring light symbolizing
hope for a new beginning.

Additional Resources
City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau: A Detailed Exploration of a Dystopian Classic

city of ember by jeanne duprau stands as a compelling entry in the landscape of young adult
dystopian literature. Since its publication in 2003, this novel has captured the imaginations of
readers worldwide with its unique setting, intriguing plot, and themes that resonate across age
groups. Jeanne DuPrau’s creation of Ember—a subterranean city designed to preserve humanity
after an unspecified calamity—invites readers into a world teetering on the brink of darkness, both
literally and metaphorically.

This article delves into the intricacies of the novel, examining its narrative structure, thematic
elements, and enduring appeal. Moreover, it contextualizes the book within the broader genre of
dystopian fiction, exploring how DuPrau’s work compares to contemporaries and why it remains
relevant in today’s literary and educational spheres.

Context and Setting: The World of Ember

At the heart of city of ember by jeanne duprau lies its evocative setting—a city built underground
to shield its inhabitants from surface-level catastrophes. Ember is not just a backdrop but a
character in its own right, with its failing electrical grid and looming scarcity of resources
symbolizing the fragility of human constructs. The city’s design, complete with dim lighting and
decaying infrastructure, creates a palpable sense of urgency and claustrophobia.

The concept of a self-contained city with a finite timeline engages readers in questions about
sustainability, governance, and human resilience. Ember’s citizens are unaware of the world beyond
their walls, living in a society structured around survival and routine rather than exploration or
growth. This microcosm reflects the anxieties associated with environmental degradation and
societal collapse, themes that are increasingly relevant in the 21st century.



Narrative and Plot Development

The storyline follows two protagonists, Doon Harrow and Lina Mayfleet, whose curiosity and
determination drive the narrative forward. As the city’s power supply falters, the pair embarks on a
mission to decipher cryptic clues left by Ember’s original builders in hopes of finding a way out. This
quest narrative propels the novel, blending elements of mystery, adventure, and coming-of-age.

DuPrau’s pacing balances suspense with character development, allowing readers to invest
emotionally in Doon and Lina’s journey. Unlike many dystopian tales that emphasize rebellion or
conflict, the novel focuses more on problem-solving and hope, making it accessible to a younger
audience while still engaging older readers. The tension between the city’s failing systems and the
protagonists’ optimism forms the core of the plot’s emotional impact.

Thematic Exploration in City of Ember

The novel’s themes extend beyond the immediate challenges faced by Ember’s citizens, touching
upon broader issues of governance, environmental stewardship, and human ingenuity.

Environmental and Societal Decay

One of the novel’s central themes is the deterioration of Ember’s infrastructure, symbolizing the
consequences of neglect and short-sighted planning. The failing electrical grid and dwindling
supplies serve as metaphors for the environmental crises faced globally, such as climate change and
resource depletion. By situating these challenges in a contained urban environment, DuPrau offers a
focused exploration of how communities respond to scarcity and decline.

Hope and Human Resilience

Despite the grim circumstances, hope permeates the narrative. Doon and Lina’s perseverance
embodies the human capacity to confront challenges with creativity and courage. This theme
resonates strongly, especially in educational contexts where the novel is frequently used to
encourage critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Authority and Knowledge Control

The novel also subtly critiques systems of authority and information control. The original builders of
Ember designed the city with a finite purpose but failed to fully inform its inhabitants, leading to
confusion and mismanagement. This element invites reflection on transparency, leadership, and the
importance of knowledge preservation in society.



Comparative Analysis within the Dystopian Genre

When positioned alongside other dystopian works, city of ember by jeanne duprau offers a unique
perspective. Unlike the often violent or overtly oppressive societies depicted in classics such as
Suzanne Collins’ "The Hunger Games" or Lois Lowry’s "The Giver," DuPrau’s Ember is more subtle
in its dystopian elements. The threats are systemic and environmental rather than authoritarian, and
the protagonists seek solutions rather than rebellion.

This approach broadens the novel’s appeal, allowing it to serve as an entry point for younger readers
into dystopian fiction. It also distinguishes the book by emphasizing themes of restoration and
discovery over conflict and revolution.

Educational Impact and Reception

The book’s inclusion in school curricula worldwide speaks to its educational value. Teachers often
praise its ability to stimulate discussions about ethics, environmental responsibility, and civic duty.
Moreover, its accessible language and engaging plot make it a practical choice for encouraging
reading among middle-grade and early teenage students.

From a critical standpoint, the novel has garnered positive reviews for its imaginative setting and
thoughtful themes. While some critiques note that the prose can be straightforward or that certain
plot elements resolve too neatly, these aspects are often viewed as appropriate for the intended
audience.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

The popularity of city of ember by jeanne duprau led to a 2008 film adaptation, which brought
Ember’s world to life visually. Though the movie received mixed reviews, it expanded the story’s
reach and introduced new audiences to DuPrau’s creation. The adaptation also highlighted the
challenges of translating a richly detailed internal narrative into cinematic form.

Beyond the screen, the novel has inspired discussions in environmental and literary circles about the

role of speculative fiction in educating younger generations about sustainability and societal
responsibility.

Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths: Innovative setting, engaging protagonists, accessible language, and relevant
themes.

e Limitations: Some narrative predictability, limited secondary character development, and a
relatively simplistic resolution.



These factors contribute to a balanced reading experience—one that is thought-provoking without
overwhelming its audience.

Throughout its narrative and thematic design, city of ember by jeanne duprau showcases the
power of speculative fiction to engage with pressing contemporary issues through the lens of
imaginative storytelling. Its enduring presence in libraries and classrooms underscores its
significance as both a literary work and a tool for fostering critical awareness among young readers.

City Of Ember By Jeanne Duprau

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Jeanne DuPrau, 2003 In the year 241,
twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her
decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Jeanne DuPrau, Dallas Middaugh,
2012-09-25 In the spring 2003, kids, parents, teachers, librarians—whole communities—discovered
and fell in love with Jeanne DuPrau's story about a doomed city, and the two children who found a
way out. Nearly 10 years later, that story, The City of Ember, is a bona fide classic, with over 1.7
million copies sold. Now experience Jeanne DuPrau's vision anew as artist Niklas Asker faithfully
brings to life the glare of the lamps, the dinginess of the streets, and the brilliance of the first
sunrise.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Deluxe Edition Jeanne DuPrau,
2013-05-14 Celebrate a modern-day classic with this DELUXE EDITION, which includes an
introduction by Jeanne DuPrau and a brand-new story! This highly acclaimed adventure series about
two friends desperate to save their doomed city has captivated kids and teachers alike for almost
fifteen years and has sold over 3.5 MILLION copies! The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for
the human race. Two hundred years later, the great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker.
When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she’s sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She
and her friend Doon must race to figure out the clues before the lights go out on Ember forever!
Nominated to 28 State Award Lists! An American Library Association Notable Children’s Book A
New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing Selection A Kirkus Reviews Editors’
Choice A Child Magazine Best Children’s Book A Mark Twain Award Winner A William Allen White
Children’s Book Award Winner “A realistic post-apocalyptic world. DuPrau’s book leaves Doon and
Lina on the verge of undiscovered country and readers wanting more.” —USA Today “An electric
debut.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred “While Ember is colorless and dark, the book itself is rich with
description.” —VOYA, Starred “A harrowing journey into the unknown, and cryptic messages for
readers to decipher.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Complete Series Jeanne DuPrau,
2016-08-23 With more than 3.5 million copies sold, the City of Ember books are modern-day classics.
Lina and Doon's heart-pounding journey to save their people has captivated readers around the
world, and the four adventures are bound together here for the very first time! Escape the Dark.
Discover the Adventure. The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. But now
with terrifying blackouts sweeping through the streets, Lina and Doon know it’s only a matter of
time before the lights go out and never come back on again. When Lina finds part of an ancient
message, she and Doon explore long-forgotten parts of their dying city as they race to solve the
mystery. If they succeed, they will have to convince everyone to follow them into danger and an
exciting new world. But if they fail? The lights will burn out and the darkness will close in forever.
The series begins with the groundbreaking dystopian novel The City of Ember, the story of a girl, a


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-150/city-of-ember-by-jeanne-duprau.pdf

boy, and their beleaguered city. Through the sequel, The People of Sparks, the satisfying conclusion,
The Diamond of Darkhold, and the prequel, The Prophet of Yonwood, author Jeanne DuPrau offers a
vision of hope that, while sometimes flickering against the darkness, ultimately shines through, like
the bright dawning of a new world.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Jeanne DuPrau, 2004-05-25 Ember is the
only light in a dark world. But when its lamps begin to flicker, two friends must race to escape the
dark. This highly acclaimed adventure series is a modern-day classic—with over 4 MILLION copies
sold! The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the
great lamps that light the city are beginning to dim. When Lina finds part of an ancient message,
she’s sure it holds a secret that will save the city. Now, she and her friend Doon must race to figure
out the clues to keep the lights on. If they succeed, they will have to convince everyone to follow
them into danger. But if they fail? The lights will burn out and the darkness will close in forever.
Nominated to 28 State Award Lists! An American Library Association Notable Children’s Book A
New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing Selection A Kirkus Reviews Editors’
Choice A Child Magazine Best Children’s Book A Mark Twain Award Winner A William Allen White
Children’s Book Award Winner “A realistic post-apocalyptic world. DuPrau’s book leaves Doon and
Lina on the verge of undiscovered country and readers wanting more.” —USA Today “An electric
debut.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred “While Ember is colorless and dark, the book itself is rich with
description.” —VOYA, Starred “A harrowing journey into the unknown, and cryptic messages for
readers to decipher.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Jeanne DuPrau, 2012 In the year 241,
twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her
decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember [by] Jeanne Duprau Estelle Kleinman,
2013

city of ember by jeanne duprau: Project F Jeanne DuPrau, 2025-04-01 From the New York
Times bestselling author of The City of Ember comes a post-apocalyptic story set hundreds of years
in the future, where life is simple and modern conveniences are a thing of the past...until a boy
enchanted by technology is forced to choose between doing the right thing for his community and
pursuing his dreams of adventure. A thoughtful, urgent meditation on the origins and dangers of
climate change. —Shelf Awareness, Starred Review WELCOME TO THE FUTURE. There are no cars,
planes, television, or smart phones. Climate change wreaked havoc on Earth hundreds of years ago,
and now people live a simpler life. Then thirteen-year-old Keith uncovers a secret: a mysterious
mission known only as Project F. It’s advanced, it’s scientific, and it’s going to change the world. It’s
exactly the kind of adventure Keith has always longed to be a part of. And what is adventure without
a little danger, right? But how much is Keith willing to risk? For himself? For his family? For his
community? For the entire world...? Jeanne DuPrau's The City of Ember was an instant hit when it
arrived on bookshelves. It has become a modern classic beloved by readers selling hundreds of
thousands of copies a year! In her latest novel, she explores timely questions about the Earth and
our use of its resources. A bold novel, Project F asks how much you are willing to risk to save the
future.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Deluxe Edition Jeanne DuPrau,
2013-05-14 Since 2003, readers of all ages have been captivated by Jeanne DuPrau's bestselling
dystopian story about a doomed city and the two children determined to escape it. Now new and old
fans alike can celebrate The City of Ember with this deluxe edition, which includes an introduction
by the author and a brand-new story!

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Complete Boxed Set Jeanne DuPrau,
2016-05-03 In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger
to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau Angela Frith Antrim,
2007



city of ember by jeanne duprau: The Books of Ember Omnibus Jeanne DuPrau, 2012-06-12
With more than 3.5 million copies sold, the City of Ember books are modern-day classics. Lina and
Doon's heart-pounding journey to save their people has captivated readers around the world, and
the four adventures are bound together here for the very first time! Escape the Dark. Discover the
Adventure. The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. But now with terrifying
blackouts sweeping through the streets, Lina and Doon know it’s only a matter of time before the
lights go out and never come back on again. When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she and
Doon explore long-forgotten parts of their dying city as they race to solve the mystery. If they
succeed, they will have to convince everyone to follow them into danger and an exciting new world.
But if they fail? The lights will burn out and the darkness will close in forever. The series begins with
the groundbreaking dystopian novel The City of Ember, the story of a girl, a boy, and their
beleaguered city. Through the sequel, The People of Sparks, the satisfying conclusion, The Diamond
of Darkhold, and the prequel, The Prophet of Yonwood, author Jeanne DuPrau offers a vision of hope
that, while sometimes flickering against the darkness, ultimately shines through, like the bright
dawning of a new world.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The People of Sparks Jeanne DuPrau, 2005-04-12 Just
when the future looks bright for the people of Ember, a new darkness lurks. This highly acclaimed
adventure series is a modern-day classic—with over 4 MILLION copies sold! Lina and Doon have led
the citizens of Ember to an exciting new world. They’ve been given safe haven in a small village
called Sparks, a place filled with color and life. But they’'re not out of danger yet. Although Sparks
seems like the answer the long-suffering Emberites have been hoping for, tempers soon escalate.
The villagers have never had to share their world before, and it only takes a tiny “spark” to ignite a
battle between the two struggling groups. Lina and Doon will have to work together to avoid a
disaster not only for their people, but also for the people of Sparks. Praise for the City of Ember
books: Nominated to 28 State Award Lists! An American Library Association Notable Children’s
Book A New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing Selection A Kirkus Reviews
Editors’ Choice A Child Magazine Best Children’s Book A Mark Twain Award Winner A William Allen
White Children’s Book Award Winner “A realistic post-apocalyptic world. DuPrau’s book leaves Doon
and Lina on the verge of undiscovered country and readers wanting more.” —USA Today “An
electric debut.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred “While Ember is colorless and dark, the book itself is
rich with description.” —VOYA, Starred

city of ember by jeanne duprau: THE CITY OF EMBER NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2023-11-27
Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4du@gmail.com. You can also get full PDF books in quiz format on our youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/@smartquiziz. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book
has been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many
objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of
each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: City of Ember Shirley Lewis, 2005

city of ember by jeanne duprau: A Literature Kit for The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau
Chad Ibbotson, 2021



city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Jeanne DuPrau, 2008-08-01 DuPrau's
instant classic has now been adapted for the big screen by Fox Walden. City of Ember stars Bill
Murray and Tim Robbins, and is scheduled to open in theaters on October 10.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: Dystopian States of America Matthew B. Hill, 2022-09-13
Dystopian States of America is a crucial resource that studies the impact of dystopian works on
American society-including ways in which they reflect our deep and persistent fears about
environmental calamities, authoritarian governments, invasive technologies, and human weakness.
Dystopian States of America provides students and researchers with an illuminating resource for
understanding the impact and relevance of dystopian and apocalyptic works in contemporary
American culture. Through its wide survey of dystopian works in numerous forms and genres, the
book encourages readers to connect with these works of fiction and understand how the
catastrophically grim or disquieting worlds they portray offer insights into our own current situation.
In addition to providing more than 150 encyclopedia articles on a large and representative sample of
dystopian/apocalyptic narratives in fiction, film, television, and video games (including popular
works that often escape critical inquiry), Dystopian States of America features a suite of critical
essays on five themes-war, pandemics, totalitarianism, environmental calamity, and technological
overreach-that serve as the foundation for most dystopian worlds of the imagination. These offerings
complement one another, enabling readers to explore dystopian conceptions of America and the
world from multiple perspectives and vantage points.

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The Diamond of Darkhold Jeanne DuPrau, 2008-08-26 A
modern-day classic. This highly acclaimed adventure series about two friends desperate to save their
doomed city has captivated kids and teachers alike for almost fifteen years and has sold over 3.5
MILLION copies! Lina and Doon escaped the dying city of Ember and led their people to the town of
Sparks. But they soon discover that winter is harsh aboveground. When Doon finds a book with torn
pages that hints at a mysterious device from the Builders, it doesn’t take much for him to convince
Lina to join him for one last adventure in the city of Ember. But what—and who—will they find when
they return? Praise for the City of Ember books: Nominated to 28 State Award Lists! An American
Library Association Notable Children’s Book A New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and
Sharing Selection A Kirkus Reviews Editors’ Choice A Child Magazine Best Children’s Book A Mark
Twain Award Winner A William Allen White Children’s Book Award Winner “A realistic
post-apocalyptic world. DuPrau’s book leaves Doon and Lina on the verge of undiscovered country
and readers wanting more.” —USA Today “An electric debut.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred “While
Ember is colorless and dark, the book itself is rich with description.” —VOYA, Starred “A harrowing
journey into the unknown, and cryptic messages for readers to decipher.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred

city of ember by jeanne duprau: The City of Ember Jeanne Duprau, 2004-05-01 In the year
241, 12-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her
decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions
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