
block 16 las vegas history
Block 16 Las Vegas History: Unveiling the Story Behind One of Downtown’s Most Iconic
Spots

block 16 las vegas history is a fascinating journey into the heart of downtown Las
Vegas' revitalization and cultural renaissance. Known today as a vibrant food hall and
social hub, Block 16 carries a rich backstory that reflects the evolution of Las Vegas
beyond the Strip’s glitz and glamour. Exploring this history not only offers insight into the
city’s urban development but also reveals how Block 16 has become a symbol of
community, innovation, and culinary creativity.

The Origins of Block 16 in Downtown Las Vegas

To truly appreciate block 16 las vegas history, it’s important to understand its roots within
the broader context of downtown Las Vegas. This area, often overshadowed by the famous
Las Vegas Strip, has long been a center of commerce, culture, and residential life since
Las Vegas was founded in the early 1900s.

Early Downtown Las Vegas: From Railroad Town to City
Hub

Downtown Las Vegas began as a modest railroad town, with the Union Pacific Railroad
establishing a stop in 1905. The area around what would become Block 16 was initially a
mix of warehouses, small businesses, and working-class housing. This neighborhood
served as a vital support zone for the growing city, providing goods, services, and labor.

As Las Vegas blossomed during the mid-20th century, the downtown district experienced
waves of change. The post-World War II boom saw an increase in casinos, hotels, and
entertainment venues, but many blocks away from the main strip remained industrial or
underdeveloped.

The Decline and Neglect Era

By the 1970s and 80s, downtown Las Vegas, including the Block 16 area, faced economic
challenges. Suburban expansion and the explosive growth of the Strip drew attention and
investment away from the city center. Many historic buildings fell into disrepair, and the
neighborhood struggled with vacancy and neglect.

This period in block 16 las vegas history is crucial because it set the stage for the
transformative efforts that would come decades later. The area’s decline also helped
preserve some original structures, which would later be repurposed into the vibrant
community spaces we see today.



The Renaissance of Block 16: From Industrial
Past to Culinary Hotspot

The modern story of block 16 las vegas history is one of rebirth and reinvention. In the
late 2010s, downtown Las Vegas began attracting entrepreneurs, artists, and developers
eager to revive the urban core. Block 16 was at the forefront of this movement.

Visionaries Behind the Revival

Key figures in Las Vegas’ urban renewal saw potential in the old warehouse district near
Fremont Street. Their vision was to create a destination that combined the city’s rich
history with contemporary culture — a place where locals and visitors could gather for
food, drinks, and entertainment in an authentic setting.

The concept of Block 16 as a food hall emerged from this vision. By repurposing historic
buildings and incorporating local culinary talent, the project aimed to celebrate Las Vegas’
diversity and creativity. The space was designed to be more than just a place to eat; it was
meant to foster community connection and support small businesses.

Block 16 Food Hall: A New Landmark

Opening in early 2018, Block 16 quickly became a beloved downtown hotspot. The food
hall hosts a variety of vendors, each offering unique dishes ranging from barbecue and
Asian fusion to vegan and craft cocktails. The atmosphere is casual yet vibrant, reflecting
the eclectic spirit of Las Vegas itself.

Block 16’s design pays homage to its industrial roots, featuring exposed brick walls, rustic
metal fixtures, and communal seating that encourages social interaction. It’s not just
about dining but experiencing the history and energy of downtown firsthand.

Block 16 Las Vegas History in the Context of
Downtown’s Growth

Understanding block 16 las vegas history also means recognizing its role in the broader
downtown revitalization efforts. Over the past decade, the area has shifted from a
neglected district to a thriving cultural center.

Economic Impact and Community Engagement

Block 16 has contributed significantly to local economic development by attracting foot
traffic and supporting small business owners and chefs. It has become a proving ground



for culinary entrepreneurs to launch and grow their brands.

Moreover, Block 16 often hosts events such as live music, art shows, and community
gatherings, reinforcing its role as a cultural hub. This engagement helps foster a sense of
pride and belonging among residents and visitors alike.

Linking Past and Present

One of the fascinating aspects of block 16 las vegas history is how it serves as a bridge
between the city’s past and present. The preservation of historic architecture combined
with modern design elements tells a story of resilience and adaptation.

Visitors to Block 16 can sense this connection — from the original building facades to the
contemporary artwork and innovative menus. It’s a place where history is not forgotten
but celebrated through everyday experiences.

Tips for Exploring Block 16 and Its Historical
Surroundings

If you’re interested in immersing yourself in block 16 las vegas history, there are some
great ways to make the most of your visit.

Take a Walking Tour: Many guided tours of downtown Las Vegas include the Block
16 area, highlighting its architectural and cultural significance.

Sample Diverse Cuisines: Try a variety of dishes from different vendors at the food
hall to appreciate the multicultural influences shaping Las Vegas today.

Visit Nearby Landmarks: Explore Fremont Street Experience, the Neon Museum,
and other historic sites that provide additional context to the neighborhood’s story.

Attend Events: Check Block 16’s calendar for special events like pop-up markets,
live performances, or chef collaborations that showcase the community spirit.

The Future of Block 16 in Las Vegas’ Urban
Landscape

Block 16’s history is still being written. As downtown Las Vegas continues its
transformation, Block 16 stands as a testament to the power of preserving heritage while
embracing innovation.



Developers and local leaders are keen to maintain the balance between growth and
authenticity, ensuring Block 16 remains a welcoming space that honors its past and
supports future generations. With ongoing investments in infrastructure and community
programs, Block 16 is poised to stay a central part of Las Vegas’ cultural fabric.

Whether you’re a history buff, a foodie, or simply curious about the real Las Vegas beyond
the casinos, exploring block 16 las vegas history offers a rich, engaging experience that
connects you with the city’s unique identity and evolving narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Block 16 in Las Vegas?
Block 16 is a historic area in downtown Las Vegas known for its vibrant nightlife,
entertainment venues, and cultural significance in the city's development.

Why is Block 16 important in Las Vegas history?
Block 16 is important because it was one of the earliest entertainment districts in Las
Vegas, contributing to the city's identity as an entertainment capital.

When was Block 16 established in Las Vegas?
Block 16 was established in the early 20th century as part of the original downtown Las
Vegas development.

What kind of entertainment was Block 16 known for
historically?
Historically, Block 16 was known for its casinos, theaters, bars, and live music venues that
attracted both locals and tourists.

How has Block 16 evolved over the years in Las Vegas?
Block 16 has evolved from a bustling early entertainment hub to a revitalized historic
district featuring modern bars, restaurants, and cultural attractions.

Are there any famous events associated with Block 16 in
Las Vegas?
Block 16 hosted numerous notable performances and events during its peak, including
shows by famous entertainers who helped shape Las Vegas' entertainment legacy.

What role does Block 16 play in Las Vegas' current



downtown scene?
Today, Block 16 serves as a key part of the Fremont Street Experience area, offering a
blend of historic charm and contemporary nightlife.

Can visitors explore historic sites in Block 16 Las
Vegas?
Yes, visitors can explore several preserved buildings, museums, and landmarks within
Block 16 that showcase Las Vegas' early entertainment history.

Additional Resources
Block 16 Las Vegas History: Unveiling the Evolution of a Vibrant Urban Space

block 16 las vegas history offers a fascinating glimpse into the dynamic transformation
of one of the city’s most intriguing urban areas. Situated in the heart of downtown Las
Vegas, Block 16 stands as a testament to the city’s evolution from its early days as a
desert railroad town to a bustling hub of entertainment, culture, and redevelopment.
Tracing the history of Block 16 provides insight not only into the architectural and
economic shifts but also into the social and cultural changes that have defined Las Vegas
over the decades.

Origins and Early Development of Block 16

The story of Block 16 Las Vegas history begins in the early 20th century when Las Vegas
was rapidly developing around the railroad junction established in 1905. The block,
located within the original townsite plat, was initially a mix of modest commercial
buildings and residential structures catering to the growing population of workers and
entrepreneurs. As the city expanded, Block 16 became part of the broader downtown
district, contributing to the early commercial vitality of Las Vegas.

During the 1920s and 1930s, the area experienced modest growth alongside the
burgeoning casino and entertainment industry, which started to define the city’s identity.
However, Block 16 remained less glamorous than the famous Strip, serving primarily as a
practical space for local businesses, small shops, and community services. The Great
Depression and World War II slowed development, but the block maintained its role as a
functional urban area.

Mid-Century Changes and Urban Challenges

Post-World War II Las Vegas saw rapid population growth, driven by the rise of legalized
gambling and tourism. While the iconic Las Vegas Strip captured international attention,
downtown areas like Block 16 faced challenges common to many urban centers in America
during the mid-20th century. Suburbanization, shifts in transportation, and changing



economic patterns led to a decline in some parts of downtown Las Vegas.

Block 16, in particular, struggled with aging infrastructure and a decreased commercial
appeal compared to newer developments. Despite these challenges, the block retained a
core of local businesses and cultural landmarks that reflected the diverse community. This
era highlights the resilience of Block 16 amidst broader urban trends such as white flight,
economic restructuring, and changing demographics.

Block 16 in the Context of Downtown
Revitalization

The late 20th and early 21st centuries marked a turning point for the Las Vegas urban
landscape, with focused efforts on downtown revitalization. As the Strip became
increasingly dominated by mega-resorts, city planners and developers looked to areas like
Block 16 to inject new life into the historic core. This shift was part of a strategic attempt
to diversify the city’s appeal beyond gambling and to foster mixed-use developments that
embraced residential, commercial, and cultural activities.

The Role of Historic Preservation

A key feature of the Block 16 Las Vegas history narrative is the balance between new
development and historic preservation. Several buildings within the block hold
architectural and cultural significance, representing early 20th-century styles and the
city’s heritage. Preservation efforts have sought to maintain these structures while
adapting them for modern uses, creating a unique blend of old and new.

This approach has enhanced the character of Block 16, attracting businesses, tourists, and
residents interested in authentic urban experiences. The preservation initiatives also align
with broader trends in urban planning that emphasize sustainability, cultural heritage, and
community identity.

Economic Impact and Urban Renewal Initiatives

Revitalization projects in Block 16 have brought economic benefits, including increased
property values, new business openings, and job creation. These developments, often
supported by public-private partnerships, have transformed the block into a vibrant
destination featuring restaurants, art galleries, boutique shops, and entertainment venues.

However, urban renewal has not been without its challenges. Gentrification concerns have
emerged, with some longtime residents and small businesses facing displacement
pressures. The balance between economic growth and social equity remains a critical
consideration in the ongoing evolution of Block 16.



Block 16 as a Cultural and Social Hub

Beyond its commercial and architectural significance, Block 16 Las Vegas history is deeply
intertwined with the city’s cultural tapestry. The block has hosted a variety of social
events, artistic endeavors, and community gatherings that reflect the diversity and
creativity of Las Vegas.

Art and Entertainment in Block 16

In recent years, Block 16 has become a center for the arts, featuring murals, performance
spaces, and galleries that showcase local talent. This cultural renaissance contributes to
Las Vegas’s identity as more than just a gambling destination, appealing to a broader
demographic interested in arts and culture.

The presence of live music venues, pop-up markets, and festivals has also invigorated the
social scene in Block 16, fostering a sense of community and engagement. These activities
help create a vibrant street life that contrasts with the more tourist-centric areas of the
city.

Community Engagement and Future Prospects

Community organizations and city planners have increasingly emphasized inclusive
development in Block 16, seeking to involve residents and stakeholders in shaping the
block’s future. Public forums, workshops, and collaborative projects have aimed to align
redevelopment with community needs and aspirations.

Looking ahead, Block 16 is positioned to continue its transformation as a model for
sustainable urban living in Las Vegas. Its history of adaptation and resilience suggests
that it will remain a focal point of innovation and cultural expression in the downtown
area.

Comparative Insights: Block 16 vs. Other
Downtown Districts

When compared to other downtown areas in Las Vegas, Block 16 offers a unique
combination of historical depth and contemporary vitality. Unlike the glitzy Strip or the
newly developed arts districts, Block 16 balances heritage preservation with modern
urban amenities, making it appealing for both locals and visitors seeking authenticity.

This balance can be contrasted with other urban renewal projects that sometimes
prioritize rapid commercialization over cultural sensitivity. Block 16’s approach
demonstrates the potential benefits of integrating history with progressive urban
planning.



Pros and Cons of Block 16’s Development

Pros: Preservation of historic architecture, growth of arts and culture, economic
revitalization, increased community engagement.

Cons: Risk of gentrification, displacement of longtime residents, ongoing
infrastructure challenges, balancing commercial and residential needs.

This nuanced development trajectory underscores the complexities involved in managing
urban spaces that carry both historical significance and contemporary demands.

The ongoing narrative of Block 16 Las Vegas history reflects broader themes in urban
development and cultural preservation, illustrating how a city known worldwide for its
entertainment industry can also nurture vibrant, historically rich neighborhoods that
contribute to its multifaceted identity. As Block 16 continues to evolve, it remains a
compelling case study of urban transformation in the American West.

Block 16 Las Vegas History

  block 16 las vegas history: Nevada Yesterdays Frank Wright, 2005 For 18 years, Las Vegans
have enjoyed small helpings of their own rich history, served up by public radio station KNPR.
Hearing well-told tales of characters with names like Whiskey Pete, and the comic-opera romance
between a famous female evangelist and a boyfriend called Whataman, many a listener has wished
for a transcript. This book fulfills that wish, presenting more than 100 selected mostly by the
program's original author, historian Frank Wright. Wright mined the pits and pockets of local lore
for nuggets little-known to the public, misunderstood by most, or merely enough fun to be worth
telling once more.
  block 16 las vegas history: A Short History of Las Vegas Barbara Land, Myrick Land,
2004-03-01 Today’s Las Vegas welcomes 35 million visitors a year and reigns as the world’s premier
gaming mecca. But it is much more than a gambling paradise. In A Short History of Las Vegas,
Barbara and Myrick Land reveal a fascinating history beyond the mobsters, casinos, and showgirls.
The authors present a complete story, beginning with southern Nevada’s indigenous peoples and the
earliest explorers to the first pioneers to settle in the area; from the importance of the railroad and
the construction of Hoover Dam to the arrival of the Mob after World War II; from the first isolated
resorts to appear in the dusty desert to the upscale, extravagant theme resorts of today. Las
Vegas—and its history—is full of surprises. The second edition of this lively history includes details of
the latest developments and describes the growing anticipation surrounding the Las Vegas
centennial celebration in 2005. New chapters focus on the recent implosions of famous old
structures and the construction of glamorous new developments, headline-making mergers and
multibillion-dollar deals involving famous Strip properties, and a concluding look at what life is like
for the nearly two million residents who call Las Vegas home.
  block 16 las vegas history: Chronicles of Old Las Vegas James Roman, 2011-10-01 Discover
one of America's most fascinating cities through 30 dramatic true stories spanning Las Vegas's
150-year history. James Roman takes readers on a tour through the glamorous and sometimes sordid
history of Las Vegas and explains how a railroad town transformed itself into the Entertainment
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Capital of the World. Essays explore the major historic events from the founding of Sin City and the
building of the Hoover Dam to the rise of the Rat Pack at the Sands and the establishment of the
Mafia-controlled casinos. Also included are intriguing tales of Vegas celebrities from Frank Sinatra
and Liberace to Siegfried and Roy, as well as numerous historical photos and full-color maps.
  block 16 las vegas history: Nevada Beer: An Intoxicating History Pat Evans, 2018 Nevada's
population boomed in the 1800s, ignited by the rush to find gold and silver. Thousands of
prospectors, many German immigrants, passed through the up-and-coming mining towns, and
breweries popped up in their wake. As the mining slowly wound down, whole towns disappeared,
and breweries struggled to survive in the Silver State. Carson Brewing Company was closed in 1948,
Reno Brewing Company shut its doors in 1957 and it would be decades before craft brewers like
Great Basin, Big Dog's and Revision brought local beer back into the spotlight. Join author Pat Evans
as he dives into the rough-and-tumble history of beer making in the Battle Born State and looks
ahead to its bright future.
  block 16 las vegas history: Reckoning with History Jim Downs, Erica Armstrong Dunbar, T.
K. Hunter, Timothy Patrick McCarthy, 2021-08-03 Reckoning with History brings together original
essays from a diverse group of historians who consider how writing about the past can engage with
the urgent issues of the present. The contributors—all former students of the distinguished
Columbia University historian Eric Foner—explore the uses and politics of history through key
episodes across a wide range of struggles for freedom. They shed new light on how different groups
have defined and fought for freedom throughout American history, as well as the ways in which the
ideal of freedom remains unrealized today. Covering a broad range of topics, these essays offer
insight into how historians practice their craft in different ways and illuminate what it means to be a
socially and politically engaged historian.
  block 16 las vegas history: A People's History of the Peculiar Nick Belardes, 2014-04-08
Did you know that Thomas Jefferson’s grandson was an ax murderer? Do you delight knowing that
some dinosaurs were as teeny tiny as hens? Wonder what it’s like to live in Hell Town at the End of
the World? How about an ailment so surreal it’s named after Alice in Wonderland? In A People's
History of the Peculiar, historian Nick Belardes has dug into the raw source material found in
historical archives, scientific studies, and libraries the world over to find facts, lists, definitions, and
astonishing information guaranteed to provide readers with the best cocktail conversation topics for
many years to come! Also found here are first-person interviews with people who can explain the
unexplained, from the permanently puzzling Mothman conspiracy to secret Star Wars Jedi religious
cults and the charmingly eccentric reason why British aerospace engineers sent teddy bears floating
out into space. These real-world facts are outlandish enough to sharpen the brain and occupy
readers’ minds for hours of entertainment.
  block 16 las vegas history: The State of Sex Barbara Brents, Crystal Jackson, Kathryn
Hausbeck, 2009-12-16 The State of Sex is a study of Nevada’s brothels that situates the nation's only
legal brothel industry in the political economy of contemporary tourism. Nevada is part of the new
American heartland, as its pastimes, people, and politics have become more central to the nation.
The rise of a service and leisure economy over the past sixty years has propelled sexuality into the
heart of contemporary markets. Yet, neoliberal laws in the United States promote business but limit
sexual commerce. How have Nevada's legal brothels survived, while the rest of the country
criminalizes prostitution? How do brothels operate? Who works in them? This book brings social
theory on globalizing economies, politics, leisure consumption, and emotional labor in interactive
service work together with research on contemporary prostitution and sexual commerce. The
authors employ an innovative, multi-method sociological approach, combining historical analysis of
how the brothels came to be with over a decade's worth of ethnographic research on the current
state of the industry.
  block 16 las vegas history: Policing Las Vegas Dennis N. Griffin, 2005-05 Policing Las Vegas
chronicles the evolution of law enforcement in Las Vegas and Clark County from the days of night
watchmen and cops who carted drunks to jail on horseback to today's acclaimed Metropolitan Police



Department. It's filled with stories about the colorful characters on both sides of the law, drawn from
history, legend, and the personal accounts of many men and women who policed Las Vegas.
  block 16 las vegas history: It Happened in Las Vegas Paul W. Papa, 2009-10 From the
Mormon arrival in 1855 to Siegfried and Roy’s tiger attack in 2003, twenty-five events that shaped
the history of the Entertainment Capital of the World.
  block 16 las vegas history: Bugsy's Shadow Larry D. Gragg, 2023-10-01 The story of Moe
Sedway, the eponymous shadow to Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel, from his days as Bugsy's right hand
associate to his suspected role in Bugsy's unsolved disappearance, and the role Sedway played in the
creation of modern Las Vegas. Early in the Prohibition era, Moe Sedway became part of the New
York organized crime gang led by Meyer Lansky and Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel. A loyal and highly
effective operative for Siegel, Sedway eventually gained monopoly control of the race wire service in
Las Vegas and also became an effective casino manager of the Las Vegas Club, El Cortez, and the
Rex Club. A breach in their relationship led to rumors that Sedway had gained Lansky’s approval for
a “hit” on Siegel. The unsolved mystery of who murdered Bugsy in 1947 has spawned numerous
theories about the identity of the hitman, but regardless of who pulled the trigger, Bugsy’s death
opened the way for Moe to flourish as his own man at last. Long overshadowed by Bugsy in the
annals of organized crime in America, Moe Sedway is now at last brought out into the light in this
riveting tale of the sensational life and times of one of Vegas’s most mysterious and little-known
figures.
  block 16 las vegas history: A History of Occupational Health and Safety Michelle Follette
Turk, 2018-05-15 The United States has a long and unfortunate history of exposing employees, the
public, and the environment to dangerous work. But in April 2009, the spotlight was on Las Vegas
when the Pulitzer committee awarded its public service prize to the Las Vegas Sun for its coverage
of the high fatalities on Las Vegas Strip construction sites. The newspaper attributed failures in
safety policy to the recent “exponential growth in the Las Vegas market.” In fact, since Las Vegas’
founding in 1905, rapid development has always strained occupational health and safety standards.
A History of Occupational Health and Safety examines the work, hazards, and health and safety
programs from the early building of the railroad through the construction of the Hoover Dam,
chemical manufacturing during World War II, nuclear testing, and dense megaresort construction on
the Las Vegas Strip. In doing so, this comprehensive chronicle reveals the long and unfortunate
history of exposing workers, residents, tourists, and the environment to dangerous work—all while
exposing the present and future to crises in the region. Complex interactions and beliefs among the
actors involved are emphasized, as well as how the medical community interpreted and responded to
the risks posed. Few places in the United States contain this mixture of industrial and postindustrial
sites, the Las Vegas area offers unique opportunities to evaluate American occupational health
during the twentieth century, and reminds us all about the relevancy of protecting our workers.
  block 16 las vegas history: Las Vegas Eugene P. Moehring, Michael S. Green, 2005-03-16 The
meteoric rise of Las Vegas from a remote Mormon outpost to an international entertainment center
was never a sure thing. In its first decades, the town languished, but when Nevada legalized casino
gambling in 1931, Las Vegas met its destiny. This act—combined with the growing popularity of the
automobile, cheap land and electricity, and changing national attitudes toward gambling—led to the
fantastic casinos and opulent resorts that became the trademark industry of the city and created the
ambiance that has made Las Vegas an icon of pleasure. This volume celebrates the city’s
unparalleled growth, examining both the development of its gaming industry and the creation of an
urban complex that over two million people proudly call home. Here are the colorful characters who
shaped the city as well as the political, business, and civic decisions that influenced its growth. The
story extends chronologically from the first Paiute people to the construction of the latest
megaresorts, and geographically far beyond the original township to include the several
municipalities that make up today’s vast metropolitan Las Vegas area.
  block 16 las vegas history: The American City in Crime Films Andrew J. Baranauskas,
2024-07-04 Analyzing crime movies set in Detroit, Miami, Boston, Las Vegas, and the fictional



Gotham City, this book examines the role that American cities play as characters in crime films.
Furthering our awareness of how popular media shapes public understanding of crime and justice in
American cities, this book contributes to scholarship in popular criminology by providing insight into
the development of criminological theory in cinematic representations of crime and urban space.
Each chapter focuses on a different city, starting with an overview of the social, economic, and
political history of the city and proceeding to discuss the cinematic depiction of crime and justice in
the city. At the heart of each chapter is a discussion of themes that are common across films set in
each city. For each theme, the book makes connections to the criminological theory discussed in that
chapter and concludes by focusing on real-world implications that stem from the social construction
of urban crime in crime films. Bridging the gap between criminology and media studies, The
American City in Crime Films will appeal to students of criminology and media studies, and urban
sociology/criminology.
  block 16 las vegas history: Building Hoover Dam Andrew J. Dunar, Dennis Mcbride,
2016-06-01 Andrew J. Dunar and Dennis McBride skillfully interweave eyewitness accounts of the
building of Hoover Dam. These stories create the richest existing portrait of the building of Hoover
Dam and its tremendous effect on the lives of those involved in its creation: the gritty, sometimes
grisly realities of living in cardboard boxes and tents during several of the hottest Southern Nevada
summers on record; the fearsome carbon monoxide deaths of tunnel builders who, it was claimed,
had died of pneumonia; the uproarious life of nearby Las Vegas versus the tightly controlled
existence of the workers in the built-overnight confines of Boulder City; and of course the
astounding accomplishment of building the Dam itself and completing the task not only early but
under budget!
  block 16 las vegas history: Gambling With Lives Michelle Follette Turk, 2020-12-15 The
United States has a long and unfortunate history of exposing employees, the public, and the
environment to dangerous work. But in April 2009, the spotlight was on Las Vegas when the Pulitzer
committee awarded its public service prize to the Las Vegas Sun for its coverage of the high
fatalities on Las Vegas Strip construction sites. The newspaper attributed failures in safety policy to
the recent “exponential growth in the Las Vegas market.” In fact, since Las Vegas’ founding in 1905,
rapid development has always strained occupational health and safety standards. A History of
Occupational Health and Safety examines the work, hazards, and health and safety programs from
the early building of the railroad through the construction of the Hoover Dam, chemical
manufacturing during World War II, nuclear testing, and dense megaresort construction on the Las
Vegas Strip. In doing so, this comprehensive chronicle reveals the long and unfortunate history of
exposing workers, residents, tourists, and the environment to dangerous work—all while exposing
the present and future to crises in the region. Complex interactions and beliefs among the actors
involved are emphasized, as well as how the medical community interpreted and responded to the
risks posed. Few places in the United States contain this mixture of industrial and postindustrial
sites, the Las Vegas area offers unique opportunities to evaluate American occupational health
during the twentieth century, and reminds us all about the relevancy of protecting our workers.
  block 16 las vegas history: Nevada Michael S. Green, 2015-03-23 Nevada: A History of the
Silver State has been named a CHOICE Outstanding Title. Michael S. Green, a leading Nevada
historian, provides a detailed survey of the Silver State’s past, from the arrival of the early European
explorers, to the predominance of mining in the 1800s, to the rise of world-class tourism in the
twentieth century, and to more recent attempts to diversify the economy. Of the numerous themes
central to Green’s analysis of Nevada’s history, luck plays a significant role in the state’s growth.
The miners and gamblers who first visited the state all bet on luck. Today, the biggest contributor to
Nevada’s tourist economy, gaming, still relies on that same belief in luck. Nevada’s financial system
has generally been based on a “one industry” economy, first mining and, more recently, gaming.
Green delves deeply into the limitations of this structure, while also exploring the theme of
exploitation of the land and the overuse of the state’s natural resources. Green covers many more
aspects of the Silver State’s narrative, including the dominance of one region of the state over



another, political forces and corruption, and the citizens’ often tumultuous relationship with the
federal government. The book will appeal to scholars, students, and other readers interested in
Nevada history.
  block 16 las vegas history: Explorer's Guide Las Vegas: A Great Destination Crystal
Wood, Leah Koepp, 2011-09-14 Where can you see the Eiffel Tower, Caesar's centurions, the Sphinx,
and an active volcano all on the same boulevard? Las Vegas, of course! This iconic city attracts more
than 40 million visitors each year, and this definitive guide covers every aspect of its appeal. With a
checkered history and a passion for fun, Las Vegas changes more rapidly than any other city in the
United States, and it draws business and pleasure travelers from all over the world, offering them
every luxury and amusement imaginable. The authors, longtime Las Vegas residents, strive to make
sure every visitor has the vacation experience he or she is looking for. In their comprehensive guide
you’ll get the insider’s scoop on the best restaurants and clubs; what to see and do both on and off
the Strip; an overview of popular shows along with tips on booking tickets; and valuable info on the
area’s many outdoor recreation options.
  block 16 las vegas history: Jack Barrett Lewis Barrett, 2006-07 Completing his tour of duty in
the Army in France after War World I, Jack Barrett, a weather-beaten, work-broken carpenter,
tramps the country from construction job to construction job until, at age 29, after returning to live
in the small town of Six Mile, Georgia, he meets and marries the love of his life, Lillie, and soon has a
family of their own. By example of his dogged devotion to work, Jack teaches his young sons, Lewis
and Walter, the importance of self-reliance and independence by taking assorted carpenter to
provide for his family during the struggles of the great Depression and insurmountable personal
tragedies. In the end, Jack triumphs. After relocating his family to the promise land, Nevada, he
spends the next 10 years helping to build the greatest Bureau and Reclamation project in the
nation's history under President Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal that employs thousands of
workers--and remains one a major producer of electricity today, the Boulder Dam (or Hoover Dam as
it was renamed), in this inspirational and heartwarming autographical novel written by his first-born
son.
  block 16 las vegas history: Uncovering Nevada's Past John B. Reid, Ronald M. James,
2004-04-01 Nevada’s relatively brief history has been nonetheless remarkably eventful. From the
activities of the first Euro-American explorers to the booms and busts of the mining industry, from
the struggles and artistry of the Native Americans to the establishment of liberal divorce laws and
such unique industries as legalized gambling and prostitution, from Cold War atomic tests to the
civil rights movement, from the arrival of a diverse and rapidly growing urban population to the
Sagebrush Rebellion, Nevada has played a part in the nation’s development while following its own
ruggedly independent path. In Uncovering Nevada’s Past, historians John B. Reid and Ronald M.
James have collected more than fifty major documents and visual images—some never before
published—that define Nevada’s colorful and complex development. Here are the words of such
literary luminaries as Mark Twain, Sarah Winnemucca, and Arthur Miller; anonymous newspaper
articles; public documents including Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of Nevada statehood and the
probate records of murdered Virginia City prostitute Julia Bulette; personal letters; political
speeches; and personal accounts of, among other subjects, the construction of Hoover Dam, life in a
mining boomtown, racial segregation in Las Vegas, political careers, and atomic testing. Images
include photographs of significant Nevada architecture, the masterpieces of renowned Paiute
basketmaker Dat-so-la-lee, tree carvings by Basque sheepherders, and tourism promotions. The
collection ranges from the earliest descriptions of the region to the current debate on Yucca
Mountain. The volume editors have provided an introduction and headnotes that set the documents
into their historical and social context. Uncovering Nevada’s Past is a vital, enlightening record of
Nevada’s history—in the words of the people who lived and made it—that makes for lively and
engaging reading.
  block 16 las vegas history: Cities, Sagebrush, and Solitude Dennis R. Judd, Stephanie L. Witt,
2015-03-16 Cities, Sagebrush, and Solitude explores the transformation of the largest desert in



North America, the Great Basin, into America’s last urban frontier. In recent decades Las Vegas,
Reno, Salt Lake City, and Boise have become the anchors for sprawling metropolitan regions. This
population explosion has been fueled by the maturing of Las Vegas as the nation’s entertainment
capital, the rise of Reno as a magnet for multitudes of California expatriates, the development of Salt
Lake City’s urban corridor along the Wasatch Range, and the growth of Boise’s celebrated high-tech
economy and hip urban culture. The blooming of cities in a fragile desert region poses a host of
environmental challenges. The policies required to manage their impact, however, often collide with
an entrenched political culture that has long resisted cooperative or governmental effort. The
alchemical mixture of three ingredients--cities, aridity, and a libertarian political outlook--makes the
Great Basin a compelling place to study. This book addresses a pressing question: are large cities
ultimately sustainable in such a fragile environment?
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