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Autobiography of a Runaway Slave: A Journey Through Courage and Freedom

Autobiography of a runaway slave offers a rare and deeply personal glimpse into one of
the most harrowing yet powerful experiences in history. These narratives not only
document the brutal realities of slavery but also reveal the resilience, ingenuity, and
unbreakable spirit of those who dared to escape bondage. Through the voices of runaway
slaves, readers gain an intimate understanding of the fight for liberty, the complexities of
identity, and the human drive for dignity.

The Significance of an Autobiography of a
Runaway Slave

When we think about the history of slavery, it often feels distant or abstract, filtered
through textbooks or secondhand accounts. However, autobiographies written by runaway
slaves break through this distance, providing firsthand testimonies that convey the
emotional and physical toll slavery imposed. These narratives serve as invaluable historical
documents, offering perspectives that are often overlooked in mainstream histories.

Why These Autobiographies Matter

The autobiographies of runaway slaves are crucial because:

- They humanize the victims of slavery by sharing personal stories.
- They expose the cruelty and injustice inherent in the institution of slavery.
- They inspire future generations with stories of courage and resistance.
- They provide historical context for the abolitionist movement and the Underground
Railroad.

By reading these accounts, we can better appreciate the strength it took for individuals to
escape and survive in a world structured against their freedom.

Key Themes Found in the Autobiography of a
Runaway Slave

Many runaway slave autobiographies share common themes that help readers understand
the experience of slavery beyond surface-level facts.



1. The Harsh Reality of Slavery

These narratives often open with vivid descriptions of the brutal conditions slaves endured:
forced labor, physical punishment, family separations, and deprivation of basic human
rights. The autobiographers do not shy away from detailing these hardships, which serve to
underscore the inhumanity of the system.

2. The Journey to Freedom

Escaping slavery was a perilous endeavor. Autobiographies frequently recount the
dangerous journeys on foot, often at night, through forests and across rivers. Runaway
slaves had to navigate without maps, relying on the stars, coded messages, and the
kindness of abolitionists. The fear of capture was ever-present, as was the hope for a new
life.

3. The Role of the Underground Railroad and
Abolitionists

These personal stories often highlight the crucial support networks that helped runaway
slaves. The Underground Railroad, a secret system of routes and safe houses, was
instrumental in many escapes. Abolitionists risked their own safety to provide shelter, food,
and guidance. Autobiographies offer a glimpse into these collaborations, showcasing
solidarity across racial and social lines.

4. Identity and Self-Discovery

Beyond the physical escape, many runaway slaves grappled with questions of identity and
belonging. Once free, they faced challenges assimilating into new communities, confronting
prejudice, and rebuilding lives torn apart by slavery. Their writings often reflect on the
emotional and psychological journeys that accompanied their physical flight.

Famous Autobiographies of Runaway Slaves

Several runaway slave autobiographies have left a lasting impact on literature and history.

Frederick Douglass: A Story of Self-Liberation

One of the most renowned narratives is Frederick Douglass’s autobiography. Born into
slavery, Douglass taught himself to read and write, which became a tool for empowerment.
His narrative details his escape and subsequent activism, making it a cornerstone of



abolitionist literature.

Harriet Jacobs: A Woman’s Perspective

Harriet Jacobs’s "Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl" provides a unique insight into the
experiences of enslaved women. Her story highlights the specific abuses faced by women
and her courageous efforts to protect her children and secure freedom.

Solomon Northup: Freedom Lost and Regained

Although not born into slavery, Solomon Northup’s "Twelve Years a Slave" recounts his
kidnapping and enslavement. His autobiography sheds light on the precariousness of
freedom for African Americans in the 19th century and the complexities of identity.

Understanding the Historical Context of These
Narratives

To fully appreciate the autobiography of a runaway slave, it’s essential to place these
stories within the broader historical framework.

The Legal and Social Framework of Slavery

Slavery was legally sanctioned in many parts of the United States, particularly in the South,
where economies depended heavily on slave labor. Laws not only allowed the ownership of
human beings but also imposed severe penalties for those who aided escapees. This legal
backdrop underscores the immense risks runaway slaves and their helpers faced.

The Abolitionist Movement’s Influence

The rise of abolitionism in the 19th century created a growing network of support for
runaway slaves. Newspapers, speeches, and organizations advocated for the end of
slavery, and many abolitionists actively participated in the Underground Railroad. The
autobiographies often reflect this movement’s impact on the lives of escapees.

Lessons and Insights from the Autobiography of a
Runaway Slave

Reading these narratives offers more than historical knowledge; it imparts lessons about



perseverance, courage, and the quest for human rights.

The Power of Literacy and Education

Many runaway slaves emphasized how learning to read and write transformed their lives.
Literacy was both a tool of resistance and a means of self-expression. This highlights the
broader theme that education is a powerful liberator.

Courage in the Face of Adversity

The act of escaping slavery was inherently dangerous, requiring immense bravery. These
stories serve as reminders of what individuals can endure and overcome when driven by
hope and determination.

The Importance of Community and Solidarity

Despite the isolation of slavery, runaway slaves often found allies in unexpected places.
The support networks described in these autobiographies demonstrate the strength that
comes from collective action and compassion.

How to Approach Reading an Autobiography of a
Runaway Slave

If you’re interested in exploring these narratives, here are some tips to deepen your
understanding:

Read with empathy: Remember that these are real stories of pain and triumph.

Consider historical context: Supplement the reading with historical background to
grasp the full picture.

Reflect on contemporary relevance: Think about how themes of freedom and
human rights resonate today.

Discuss and share: Engaging in conversations about these works can enhance
comprehension and appreciation.



The Enduring Legacy of Runaway Slave
Autobiographies

The autobiography of a runaway slave remains a powerful testament to human resilience
and the universal desire for freedom. These stories not only inform us about the past but
also inspire ongoing efforts to confront injustice and inequality in the present. They remind
us that history is not just a collection of dates and events but a tapestry woven from
individual lives and voices that continue to echo across time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Autobiography of a Runaway Slave' about?
The 'Autobiography of a Runaway Slave' is a personal narrative that recounts the life
experiences of an enslaved person who escaped bondage, detailing their struggles, journey
to freedom, and reflections on slavery.

Who wrote the 'Autobiography of a Runaway Slave'?
The 'Autobiography of a Runaway Slave' was written by a formerly enslaved individual who
shared their firsthand account of escaping slavery, often published in the 19th century as
part of abolitionist literature.

Why are slave autobiographies important in history?
Slave autobiographies provide valuable firsthand accounts of the realities of slavery,
humanizing enslaved individuals and offering insights into their resilience, culture, and the
brutal system they endured, which helped fuel the abolitionist movement.

How did runaway slave narratives impact the
abolitionist movement?
Runaway slave narratives exposed the cruelty of slavery to a wide audience, generating
empathy and support for abolition by revealing the personal suffering and courage of
enslaved people seeking freedom.

What themes are commonly explored in the
'Autobiography of a Runaway Slave'?
Common themes include the struggle for freedom, identity, resilience, injustice, hope, and
the critique of slavery as a moral and social evil.

Are there famous examples of runaway slave



autobiographies?
Yes, notable examples include Frederick Douglass's 'Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave' and Harriet Jacobs's 'Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,' both
influential in American literature and history.

How reliable are runaway slave autobiographies as
historical sources?
While they provide invaluable personal perspectives, runaway slave autobiographies can
reflect the author's subjective experiences and sometimes include literary embellishments;
however, they remain crucial primary sources for understanding slavery.

What challenges did runaway slaves face as described
in their autobiographies?
They often faced extreme dangers such as capture, punishment, betrayal, harsh travel
conditions, legal obstacles like the Fugitive Slave Act, and the struggle to establish new
identities and livelihoods in freedom.

How are runaway slave autobiographies used in modern
education?
These narratives are used to teach about slavery, African American history, human rights,
and literature, helping students understand the historical context and human impact of
slavery through personal stories.

Additional Resources
**Autobiography of a Runaway Slave: A Window into History and Human Resilience**

autobiography of a runaway slave is a compelling literary form that offers invaluable
insights into the lived experiences of enslaved individuals who escaped bondage. These
narratives serve as both historical documents and personal testimonies, revealing the harsh
realities of slavery while highlighting the courage, determination, and resilience of those
who sought freedom against overwhelming odds. The genre not only enriches our
understanding of American history but also informs contemporary discussions about race,
identity, and social justice.

The Historical Significance of the Autobiography of a
Runaway Slave

The autobiography of a runaway slave represents a unique intersection of personal
narrative and socio-political commentary. Emerging predominantly in the 19th century,
these first-person accounts became powerful tools in the abolitionist movement. By sharing



their stories, escaped slaves humanized the plight of millions, countering the dehumanizing
rhetoric used to justify slavery. Notable examples include Frederick Douglass’s "Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave" and Harriet Jacobs’s "Incidents in the
Life of a Slave Girl," both of which provide gripping, intimate perspectives on the brutal
conditions endured and the quest for liberty.

These autobiographies were often published with the support of abolitionist groups and
circulated widely in the Northern states and abroad. They functioned as evidence against
slavery, exposing its inhumanity to readers who may have been unaware or indifferent. The
narratives also illuminated the complex social dynamics within slaveholding societies,
including the psychological trauma of enslavement and the strategies employed by slaves
to resist oppression.

Thematic Exploration in Runaway Slave Narratives

#### Experiences of Enslavement and Escape

A central theme in the autobiography of a runaway slave is the detailed depiction of life
under slavery—from forced labor and physical abuse to family separations and denial of
education. These narratives meticulously recount the day-to-day struggles, providing
historians and readers with a textured understanding of the institution’s brutality.

The escape itself is often portrayed as a harrowing journey fraught with danger. Many
runaway slaves describe the physical and emotional toll of fleeing, including evading
capture, navigating unfamiliar terrain, and depending on the kindness of strangers or the
Underground Railroad network. This aspect underscores the profound risks undertaken in
pursuit of freedom.

#### Identity and Self-Assertion

Another critical element in these autobiographies is the exploration of identity formation.
Writers often reflect on their transition from enslaved individuals to free persons, grappling
with questions of self-worth, dignity, and belonging in a society structured against them.
The act of writing and publishing an autobiography was itself a radical assertion of agency
and literacy, challenging prevailing stereotypes of African Americans as uneducated and
subservient.

Literary Features and Narrative Styles

The autobiography of a runaway slave employs a range of literary devices to engage
readers and convey authenticity. Most narratives are written in the first person, creating a
sense of immediacy and intimacy. Authors frequently utilize vivid imagery, emotional
appeals, and detailed descriptions to evoke empathy.

Some narratives adopt a chronological structure, tracing the author’s life from birth through
enslavement to escape and eventual freedom. Others incorporate elements of spiritual
reflection, emphasizing themes of faith and divine justice. The inclusion of dialogue,



anecdotal episodes, and even legal documents enhances the credibility and richness of the
text.

Comparative Analysis: Runaway Slave Narratives and
Other Slave Literature

When compared to other forms of slave literature, such as fictional slave narratives or
abolitionist pamphlets, autobiographies by runaway slaves stand out for their authenticity
and directness. Unlike fictionalized accounts, these texts are grounded in lived experience,
offering firsthand perspectives that cannot be replicated.

At the same time, they differ from broader abolitionist literature by centering the voices of
those most affected. While abolitionist tracts often appeal to moral sensibilities from an
outsider’s viewpoint, runaway slave autobiographies provide an insider’s critique, making
the struggle against slavery more personal and urgent.

Challenges and Controversies in Interpreting Runaway
Slave Autobiographies

Interpreting the autobiography of a runaway slave involves navigating several challenges.
Some critics question the reliability of memory or the potential influence of abolitionist
editors who may have shaped the narratives to suit political agendas. Additionally, the
scarcity of records and the rarity of literacy among slaves raise questions about the extent
to which these texts represent authentic self-expression versus collaborative production.

However, most scholars agree that these narratives, despite potential limitations, remain
crucial historical sources. Cross-referencing with plantation records, contemporary
accounts, and legal documents often corroborates the events described, lending credibility
to the autobiographies.

The Role of the Autobiography of a Runaway Slave in
Modern Scholarship

In contemporary academia, the autobiography of a runaway slave is a vital resource for
historians, literary scholars, and cultural theorists. These narratives inform studies on race
relations, memory, trauma, and identity formation. They also contribute to a broader
understanding of resistance and survival under oppressive systems.

Digital humanities projects have further expanded access to these texts, enabling
comparative studies and interdisciplinary research. The autobiographies continue to inspire
new generations, serving as reminders of the enduring human quest for freedom and
dignity.



Key Autobiographies to Explore

For those interested in delving into this poignant genre, several works stand out:

Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an
American Slave: A seminal work that chronicles Douglass’s journey from slavery to
abolitionist leadership.

Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl: A rare female perspective
focusing on the unique challenges faced by enslaved women.

Solomon Northup’s Twelve Years a Slave: Although Northup was kidnapped into
slavery rather than born into it, his detailed account provides a complementary
narrative of enslavement and escape.

William Wells Brown’s Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave: One
of the earliest published slave narratives, highlighting early resistance efforts.

The Enduring Legacy of Runaway Slave Narratives

The autobiography of a runaway slave transcends its historical context to resonate with
contemporary audiences. It challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about
systemic injustice and human resilience. Through these narratives, the voices of those once
silenced are amplified, contributing to a richer, more inclusive historical record.

Moreover, these autobiographies underscore the power of storytelling as a means of
survival and resistance. They remind us that history is not merely a collection of dates and
events but a tapestry woven from individual lives and experiences. As such, the genre
continues to be a vital part of educational curricula, literary studies, and cultural memory
worldwide.

Autobiography Of A Runaway Slave

  autobiography of a runaway slave: The Autobiography of a Runaway Slave Esteban
Montejo, Miguel Barnet, 1993 Documentair verhaal gebaseerd op de orale getuigenis van een
ex-slaaf over zijn leven voor de afschaffing van de slavernij, ervaringen als weggelopen slaaf, het
leven op de plantage als een vrij man en het leven als soldaat tijdens de Cubaanse
onafhankelijkheidsoorlog na 1895.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Biography of a Runaway Slave Miguel Barnet,
2016-04-15 Fiftieth Anniversary Edition Originally published in 1966, Miguel Barnet’s Biography of a
Runaway Slave provides the written history of the life of Esteban Montejo, who lived as a slave, as a
fugitive in the wilderness, and as a soldier fighting against Spain in the Cuban War of Independence.
A new introduction by one of the most preeminent Afro-Hispanic scholars, William Luis, situates
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Barnet’s ethnographic strategy and lyrical narrative style as foundational for the tradition of
testimonial fiction in Latin American literature. Barnet recorded his interviews with the 103-year-old
Montejo at the onset of the Cuban Revolution. This insurgent’s history allows the reader into the
folklore and cultural history of Afro-Cubans before and after the abolition of slavery. The book serves
as an important contribution to the archive of black experience in Cuba and as a reminder of the
many ways that the present continues to echo the past.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: The Autobiography of a Runaway Slave Esteban
Montejo, 1968
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Autobiography of a Runaway Slave Esteban Montejo,
Miguel Barnet, 1993
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Biography of a Runaway Slave Esteban Montejo, 2016
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave William L.
Andrews, Regina E. Mason, 2008-07-28 Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave is the first
fugitive slave narrative in American history. Because Grimes wrote and published his narrative on
his own, without deference to white editors, publishers, or sponsors, his Life has an immediacy,
candor, and no-holds-barred realism unparalleled in the famous antebellum slave narratives of the
period. This edition of Grimes's autobiography represents a historic partnership between noted
scholar of the African American slave narrative, William L. Andrews, and Regina Mason, Grimes's
great-great-great-granddaughter. Their extensive historical and genealogical research has produced
an authoritative, copiously annotated text that features pages from an original Grimes family Bible,
transcriptions of the 1824 correspondence that set the terms for the author's self-purchase in
Connecticut (nine years after his escape from Savannah, Georgia), and many other striking images
that invoke the life and times of William Grimes.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Autobiography of a Runaway Slave Esteban Montejo (b.
1860),
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written
by Himself William Grimes, 2010-09-07 William Grimes (1784-1865) was the son of Benjamin
Grymes, the rich owner of a plantation in King James County, Virginia, and an enslaved servant of
Grymes's neighbor, a Dr. Steward. William Grimes served at least ten different masters in Virginia,
Maryland, and Georgia, working in such varied positions as house servant, valet, field worker, stable
boy, and coachman. He was a light-skinned slave, a fact that enabled him to pass as white on various
occasions. Oftentimes he was severely mistreated by both his masters and his fellow slaves, and
Grimes also endured physical abuse in the house and in the field, and at times became combative or
despondent. He escaped slavery in 1814 by stowing away on a ship bound for New York and became
an entrepreneur in New England. He eventually settled in New Haven, Connecticut, and married
Clarissa Caesar in 1817. They had eighteen children together, twelve of whom survived. After
eventually finding a small measure of success, Grimes lost all of his property when his master
discovered his location and forced him to buy his freedom or risk being returned to slavery. Grimes
wrote the Life of William Grimes and published it in 1825, hoping to regain some of his lost funds.
He published a second edition of his autobiography in 1855, updating it with humorous anecdotes
and tempering some of his earlier bitterness. Grimes died in August 1865. The Life of William
Grimes was the first book-length autobiography written by a fugitive American slave, and its
publication. Furthermore, The Life of William Grimes is an important early text in the slave narrative
genre, and it provides a raw and engaging first-hand account of the institution of slavery,
unmediated by Abolitionist political aims.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Autobiografía de Un Esclavo Juan Francisco Manzano,
1996 A heart-rendering history of the systematic, unrelenting destruction of human dignity and
individual will.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave William
Grimes, 2017-04-15 The Life of William Grimes offers an eye-opening account of a life during and
after slavery, written by a man who experienced and witnessed the worst. Unlike other slave



memoirs, The Life of William Grimes has not been sanitized or otherwise edited for the benefit of
what, at the time, was a mostly white readership. The tone set by Grimes in his recollections is one
of bitter resentment and indignation at an experience which was demeaning, physically and mentally
torturing, and an insult to his very humanity. Intelligent and perceptive, it was only through luck and
trusting his own wits that William was able to escape his enslavement. The son of a white plantation
owner and a black mother who worked as his father's slave, Grimes variously worked around the
plantation grounds as a coach driver, stable boy, and in the fields. Grimes was offered no lenience
for being his father's son; on the contrary, his father's temper was notorious and landed him in jail.
Thus he could not purchase his offspring's freedom, as was relatively common practice for plantation
owners. However the family doctor, Steward, is credited for his kindness during William Grimes'
childhood. After covering his family's history, Grimes tells of his years growing up and maturing as a
slave. His eventual escape, upon a ship bound northwards from Savannah, Georgia to New York
City, is among the most dramatic passages of the book. After freeing himself, Grimes turns his ire to
life as a free black man: shunned and ostracized, it was in the period following his freedom that the
new oppression - of feeling a second-class citizen - weighed on his soul. In all, this book is a classic
memoir of a period of history important for all to remember and learn of. This edition is in large
print, so that the hard of sight may also benefit from William Grimes' recollections with ease.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: The Long Walk to Freedom Devon W. Carbado,
2012-08-21 In this groundbreaking compilation of first-person accounts of the runaway slave
phenomenon, editors Devon W. Carbado and Donald Weise have recovered twelve narratives
spanning eight decades—more than half of which have been long out of print. Told in the voices of
the runaway slaves themselves, these narratives reveal the extraordinary and often innovative ways
that these men and women sought freedom and demanded citizenship. Also included is an essay by
UCLA history professor Brenda Stevenson that contextualizes these narratives, providing a brief yet
comprehensive history of slavery, as well as a look into the daily life of a slave. Divided into four
categories—running away for family, running inspired by religion, running by any means necessary,
and running to be free—these stories are a testament to the indelible spirit of these remarkable
survivors. The Long Walk to Freedom presents excerpts from the narratives of well-known runaway
slaves, like Frederick Douglass and Harriet Jacobs, as well as from the narratives of lesser-known
and virtually unknown people. Several of these excerpts have not been published for more than a
hundred years. But they all portray the courageous and sometimes shocking ways that these men
and women sought their freedom and asserted power, often challenging many of the common
assumptions about slaves’ lack of agency. Among the remarkable and inspiring stories is the tense
but triumphant tale of Henry Box Brown, who, with a white abolitionist’s help, shipped himself in a
box—over a twenty-seven-hour train ride, part of which he spent standing on his head—to freedom in
Philadelphia. And there’s the story of William and Ellen Craft, who fled across thousands of miles,
with Ellen, who was light-skinned, disguised as a white male slave-owner so she and her husband
could achieve their dream of raising their children as free people. Gripping, inspiring, and
captivating, The Long Walk to Freedom is a remarkable collection that celebrates those who risked
their lives in pursuit of basic human rights.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave William
Grimes, 2018-07-25 The Life of William Grimes offers an eye-opening account of a life during and
after slavery, written by a man who experienced and witnessed the worst. Unlike other slave
memoirs, The Life of William Grimes has not been sanitized or otherwise edited for the benefit of
what, at the time, was a mostly white readership. The tone set by Grimes in his recollections is one
of bitter resentment and indignation at an experience which was demeaning, physically and mentally
torturing, and an insult to his very humanity. Intelligent and perceptive, it was only through luck and
trusting his own wits that William was able to escape his enslavement. The son of a white plantation
owner and a black mother who worked as his father's slave, Grimes variously worked around the
plantation grounds as a coach driver, stable boy, and in the fields.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: A Runaway Slave from Baltimore - The Writings and



Speeches of Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2020-08-03 A collection of speeches and letters
by Frederick Douglass, an American escaped slave who became a prominent activist, author, and
public speaker. A leading figure in the abolitionist movement, he fought for the end of slavery until
the 1862 Emancipation Proclamation and continued to vehemently fight for human rights until his
death. This volume...
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Biografía de Un Cimarrón. The Autobiography of a
Runaway Slave, by Esteban Montejo ; Edited by Miguel Barnet ; Translated by Jocasta Innes Esteban
Montejo, 1968
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Narrative of the Life of J. D. Green, a Runaway Slave
from Kentucky (Dodo Press) J. D. Green, 2009-11 Jacob D. Green (August 24, 1813 - unknown)
was a slave from Kentucky who escaped three times from his masters. He was born into slavery with
113 other slaves on a plantation in Kentucky with only his mother as family. His first masters were
Judge Charles Earle and Mr. Cobb (they were both of authority but Mr. Cobb's position on the
plantation was unclear). Although Jacob attempted to escape from Judge Charles Earle twice, when
selling Jacob he gave him a good word to the buyers at the auction (most likely for personal gain).
Jacob's second master was not named, but his third master was going to be Mr. Steele if he had not
successfully escaped. In the 19th century there were many slaves who wrote autobiographies that
were later published. Jacob D. Green is one of those lost voices and his story is one of the many that
should be heard. Jacob in particular gave lectures at schools after he became free and gave light to a
grim subject.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Runaway Slaves John Hope Franklin, Loren Schweninger,
2000-07-20 This new, bold, precedent-setting study conclusively demonstrates that, contrary to
popular belief, significant numbers of slaves did quite frequently rebel against their masters and
struggled to attain their freedom. By surveying a wealth of documents, such as planters' records,
petitions to county courts and state legislatures, and local newspapers, the book shows readers how
slaves resisted; when, where, and how they escaped; where they fled to; how long they remained in
hiding; and how they survived away from the plantation. Of equal importance, it also examines the
reactions of the white slaveholding class, revealing how they marshaled considerable effort to
prevent runaways, meted out severe punishments, and established patrols to hunt down escaped
slaves. Reflecting a lifetime of thought by one of our leading authorities on African-American history,
Runaway Slaves illuminates as never before the true nature of that most peculiar institution of the
South.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: The Real Thing Georg M. Gugelberger, 1996 Presented
as the authentic testimony of the disenfranchised, the colonized, and the oppressed, testimonio has
in the last two decades emerged as one of the most significant genres of Latin America's post-boom
literature. In the political battles that have taken place around the formation of the canon, the
testimonio holds a special place: no other single genre of literature has taken up such a large part of
current debate. Initially hailed in the 1970s as a genuine form of resistance literature, testimonio
has since undergone a significant change in its critical reception. The essays in The Real Thing
analyze the testimonio, its history, and its place in contemporary consciousness. Although the
literature of testimony arose on the margins of institutional power and its ends were in large part
political change, the canonization of testimonio by the academic Left has moved it from margin to
center, ironically bringing about the institutionalization of its transgressive and counter-hegemonic
qualities. Discussing Latin American works ranging from Salvadorian writer Roque Dalton's Miguel
Marmol to I . . . Rigoberta Menchu, a work that earned its author a Nobel Prize, this collection
explores how critical writing about testimonio has turned into discourse about the institution of
academia, the canon, postmodernism and postcolonialism, and the status of Latin American studies
generally. Contributors. John Beverley, Santiago Colás, Georg M. Gugelberger, Barbara Harlow,
Fredric Jameson, Alberto Moreiras, Margaret Randall, Javier Sanjines, Elzbieta Sklodowska, Doris
Sommer, Gareth Williams, George Yúdice, Marc Zimmerman
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Escaping Bondage Antonio T. Bly, 2012-09-14 Escaping



Bondage: A Documentary History of Runaway Slaves in Eighteenth-Century New England,
1700–1789 is an edited collection of runaway slave advertisements that appeared in newspapers in
eighteenth-century Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire. In addition to
documenting the New England fugitive, it compliments similar runaway notice compilations. This
compilation provides valuable insights into an important chapter in the history of slavery.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Testimonio John Beverley, 2004 These four germinal
essays by John Beverley sparked the widespread discussion and debate surrounding testimonio--the
socially and politically charged Latin American narrative of witnessing--that culminated, with David
Stoll's highly publicized attack on Rigoberta Menchu's celebrated testimonial text. Challenging
Hardt and Negri's Empire, Beverley's extensive new introduction examines the broader historical,
political, and ethical issues that this literature raises, tracing the development of testimonio from its
emergence in the Cold War era to the rise of a globalized economy and of U.S. political hegemony.
Informed by postcolonial studies and the current debate over multiculturalism and identity politics,
Testimonio reaches across disciplinary boundaries to show how this particular literature at once
represents and enacts new forms of agency on the part of previously repressed social subjects, as
well as its potential as a new form of alliance politics between those subjects and artists, scientists,
teachers, and intellectuals in a variety of local, national, and international contexts.
  autobiography of a runaway slave: Voices of the Fugitives Sterling Lecater Bland,
2000-07-30 Situates close analytical readings of individual slave narratives within the larger context
of social, political, cultural, and literary conditions influencing the fugitive slave narrative genre.
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