1954 political science textbook

**The Enduring Influence of the 1954 Political Science Textbook**

1954 political science textbook is a phrase that might not immediately spark recognition for
many, yet it represents a pivotal moment in the development of political science as an academic
discipline. This particular textbook, published in the mid-20th century, helped shape how political
theory, governance, and international relations were taught and understood during a transformative
era in global politics. Exploring this textbook offers a fascinating glimpse into the intellectual
currents of the time and the evolution of political science education.

The Historical Context of the 1954 Political Science
Textbook

The early 1950s were marked by post-World War II reconstruction, the onset of the Cold War, and
significant shifts in political ideologies worldwide. In this atmosphere, political science as a field was
rapidly evolving, moving beyond mere descriptions of governments to incorporate theories of power,
behavior, and systems analysis.

Why 1954 Was a Crucial Year

The year 1954 stood at a crossroads. The world was grappling with the realities of nuclear
deterrence, decolonization movements were gaining momentum, and democratic institutions were
being tested. In academia, there was a growing demand for comprehensive textbooks that could
cover these complex topics in a structured way for students and scholars alike.

The 1954 political science textbook responded to this by integrating traditional political philosophy
with contemporary issues, including:

- The ideological struggle between capitalism and communism
- The role of international organizations like the United Nations
- Emerging theories of political behavior and public opinion

Key Features of the 1954 Political Science Textbook

What set this textbook apart was its holistic approach. Unlike earlier political science texts that
focused primarily on constitutional law or political history, the 1954 edition emphasized analytical
frameworks and comparative methods.



Comprehensive Coverage of Political Systems

One of the textbook’s strengths was its detailed examination of various political systems. Students
were introduced to the structures and functions of different governments, including:

- Democracies, with a focus on liberal democratic principles
- Authoritarian regimes and their mechanisms of control
- Emerging post-colonial states and their unique challenges

This comparative approach helped readers understand the diversity of political arrangements
worldwide rather than viewing politics through a singular ideological lens.

Incorporation of Behavioral and Empirical Methods

The 1954 political science textbook was among the first to highlight the importance of empirical
research and behavioral analysis in political science. It encouraged the use of surveys, statistical
data, and case studies to understand voter behavior, political participation, and policy outcomes.

This shift was significant because it marked a move away from purely normative discussions toward

a more scientific and evidence-based study of politics. Students were guided on how to critically
analyze political phenomena using data, a practice that remains central to political science today.

Focus on International Relations and Cold War Politics

Given the geopolitical climate, the textbook dedicated substantial attention to international relations
theory, discussing:

- The balance of power concept
- The role of diplomacy and alliances

- The ideological confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union

By situating political science within the global context, the book helped students appreciate the
interconnectedness of domestic politics and international affairs.

Legacy and Impact on Political Science Education

The influence of the 1954 political science textbook extended beyond its immediate readership. It
laid foundational groundwork for how political science courses were structured in universities
across North America and Europe.

Shaping Curriculum and Teaching Methods



The textbook inspired educators to adopt a more interdisciplinary and analytical approach. Political
science curricula began to include:

- Comparative politics as a core subject
- Quantitative methods and research design
- Emphasis on current events and policy analysis alongside theory

This balanced approach equipped students with both conceptual understanding and practical tools
for political analysis.

Influence on Later Textbooks and Scholarship

Subsequent political science textbooks often referenced or built upon themes introduced in the 1954
edition. Its integration of behavioral science and international relations theory became a standard in
academic writing and instruction.

Moreover, the textbook helped legitimize political science as a rigorous social science discipline,
encouraging the development of specialized subfields such as political psychology, public policy, and
conflict studies.

Why the 1954 Political Science Textbook Still Matters
Today

While contemporary political science textbooks have evolved with new theories, technologies, and
global developments, the 1954 political science textbook remains relevant for several reasons.

Understanding the Roots of Modern Political Science

For students and scholars interested in the history of political thought and methodology, this
textbook offers critical insights into how political science adapted to the challenges of the mid-20th
century. It provides context for why certain theories gained prominence and how the discipline
responded to the Cold War’s demands.

Lessons in Analytical Rigor and Comparative Approach

The textbook’s emphasis on comparative politics and empirical analysis serves as a reminder of the
importance of methodological diversity and critical thinking. In an age where political discourse is
often polarized and simplified, revisiting foundational texts can inspire a more nuanced
understanding of political dynamics.



A Window into Mid-Century Political Challenges

Topics such as nuclear deterrence, decolonization, and ideological conflict that dominated the 1954
political science textbook continue to influence global politics. Understanding these historical
perspectives can enrich contemporary discussions about international security, governance, and
democracy.

Tips for Modern Readers Exploring the 1954 Political
Science Textbook

If you're considering diving into this classic text, here are some tips to enhance your reading
experience:

e Supplement with Contemporary Analysis: Use the textbook alongside modern political
science literature to observe how theories have evolved.

¢ Focus on Historical Context: Keep in mind the political climate of the 1950s to better
understand the authors’ perspectives and priorities.

e Engage with Comparative Politics: Pay attention to how the textbook compares different
political systems, a technique still valuable for modern analysis.

e Reflect on Methodological Shifts: Note the introduction of behavioral science methods and
consider how empirical research has transformed the field.

Exploring this textbook can be a rewarding journey into the intellectual foundations of political
science and the challenges of a world in flux.

The 1954 political science textbook stands as a testament to the discipline’s adaptability and growth
during one of history’s most politically charged periods. Its comprehensive and balanced approach
to political systems, empirical methods, and international relations continues to offer valuable
lessons for students, educators, and political enthusiasts alike. Whether you are a scholar tracing the
evolution of political theory or a curious reader seeking to understand the roots of modern political
science, this textbook provides a rich and enlightening resource.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 1954 political science textbook



in the study of political theory?

The 1954 political science textbook is significant because it captured the post-World War II political
landscape and introduced foundational concepts that influenced modern political theory and
comparative politics.

Who were the prominent authors of political science textbooks
published in 1954?

Prominent authors in 1954 included scholars like Harold Lasswell and David Easton, who
contributed to the development of political science as a distinct academic discipline through their
textbooks.

How did the 1954 political science textbook address the Cold
War context?

The 1954 political science textbooks often incorporated analysis of the Cold War power dynamics,
ideological conflicts, and the role of superpowers, shaping students' understanding of global politics
during that era.

What political ideologies were covered in the 1954 political
science textbook?

The textbooks covered major political ideologies such as democracy, communism, fascism,
liberalism, and socialism, reflecting the ideological struggles of the mid-20th century.

How has the content of political science textbooks from 1954
influenced contemporary political science education?

The 1954 textbooks laid the groundwork for modern political science curricula by establishing core
concepts, methodologies, and frameworks that continue to be referenced and built upon in
contemporary education.

What methodologies were emphasized in the 1954 political
science textbook?

Methodologies such as behavioralism, institutional analysis, and comparative politics were
emphasized to provide empirical and systematic approaches to studying political phenomena.

Were there any critiques of the 1954 political science
textbooks regarding bias or perspective?

Some critiques highlight that 1954 textbooks often reflected Western-centric and Cold War biases,
which limited perspectives on non-Western political systems and alternative ideologies.



How accessible were political science textbooks published in
1954 to students and scholars?

While primarily used in universities, many 1954 textbooks were dense and academic, making them
more accessible to advanced students and scholars rather than the general public.

What role did the 1954 political science textbook play in
shaping public policy discussions at the time?

These textbooks informed policymakers and academics alike by providing theoretical frameworks
and empirical data that influenced debates on governance, international relations, and political
strategy during the 1950s.

Can editions of the 1954 political science textbook still be
used for research today?

Yes, editions from 1954 are valuable for historical research, understanding political thought
evolution, and studying the academic perspective of that era, though they should be complemented
with more recent scholarship.

Additional Resources
1954 Political Science Textbook: A Historical and Analytical Review

1954 political science textbook publications occupy a distinct niche in the study of political
theory and governance, reflecting the intellectual currents and geopolitical realities of the mid-20th
century. As foundational educational resources, these texts offer insight into the evolving discourse
on democracy, authoritarianism, international relations, and political ideologies during a period
marked by post-war reconstruction and the Cold War’s intensification. This article delves into the
significance, content, and enduring legacy of political science textbooks from 1954, examining how
they shaped academic understanding and influenced political thought.

The Context of 1954 Political Science Textbooks

The year 1954 was pivotal in global politics; the aftermath of World War II was still unfolding, and
the ideological confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union increasingly directed
scholarly attention towards governance systems and international diplomacy. Political science
textbooks published during this period were inevitably influenced by these dynamics, embedding
contemporary political challenges into their frameworks.

These textbooks served as primary educational tools in universities and colleges, aiming to
familiarize students with fundamental concepts such as state sovereignty, political institutions,
electoral systems, and policy analysis. The academic community sought to create comprehensive yet
accessible materials that balanced theoretical foundations with practical applications.



Key Themes and Theoretical Approaches

A 1954 political science textbook typically presented an overview of classical political theories,
including liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and emerging debates around communism. These
texts often contrasted democratic governance models with totalitarian regimes, reflecting the
polarized ideological landscape of the Cold War.

Additionally, these textbooks incorporated analyses of constitutional law, political behavior, and
public administration, providing a multidisciplinary approach. Empirical data were less emphasized
compared to later decades, with a stronger focus on normative theories and philosophical discourse.
This approach offered students a framework for understanding political legitimacy, authority, and
civic responsibility.

Comparative Features of 1954 Political Science
Textbooks

When examining various political science textbooks from 1954, several distinguishing features
emerge that set them apart from both earlier and contemporary texts.

Emphasis on Foundational Political Concepts

Unlike modern textbooks that frequently integrate case studies and statistical methodologies, 1954
editions prioritized foundational knowledge. Topics such as the nature of power, the social contract,
and the role of the state were dissected through classical sources, including the works of
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau. This emphasis ensured that students developed a strong
philosophical grounding before engaging in empirical analysis.

Cold War Influence on Content

Given the geopolitical tensions of the era, many textbooks incorporated sections on the ideological
struggle between capitalism and communism. This not only informed readers about international
politics but also subtly reinforced Western democratic values. The portrayal of Soviet-style
governance often highlighted the risks of authoritarianism, serving as a cautionary backdrop to
discussions on governance and civil liberties.

Pedagogical Structure and Language

The teaching style in 1954 political science textbooks was predominantly formal and didactic.
Chapters were organized methodically, often beginning with definitions, followed by theoretical
exposition, and concluding with discussion questions. The language, while scholarly, remained
accessible, aiming to bridge the gap between academic rigor and student comprehension.



Notable 1954 Political Science Textbooks and Their
Impact

Several textbooks from 1954 stand out for their influence on political science education and
research.

“Introduction to Political Science” by Harold D. Lasswell

Lasswell’s work was notable for its interdisciplinary approach, integrating psychology and
communication studies into political analysis. His emphasis on power dynamics and propaganda
anticipated later developments in political behavior research.

“The Political System” by David Easton

Easton’s textbook introduced systems theory to political science, conceptualizing politics as a set of
interactions within a defined system. This approach was groundbreaking and laid the groundwork
for modern empirical political analysis.

“Politics in the Modern World” by Lucian W. Pye

Pye’s text addressed the challenges of governance in newly independent nations, a topic gaining
prominence in the 1950s. This focus broadened political science’s scope beyond Western
democracies, incorporating comparative politics and development studies.

Advantages and Limitations of 1954 Political Science
Textbooks

The strengths of political science textbooks from 1954 lie in their comprehensive theoretical
coverage and their role in establishing foundational knowledge. They provided a coherent
framework for understanding governance, citizenship, and political ideologies during a complex
historical period.

However, these textbooks also had limitations. The relative scarcity of empirical data and case
studies restricted students’ exposure to real-world political variability. Additionally, the heavy focus
on Western political thought sometimes marginalized non-Western perspectives, which only began
to be integrated more fully in subsequent decades.



Relevance in Contemporary Political Science Education

While modern political science has evolved to incorporate advanced quantitative methods, global
perspectives, and interdisciplinary approaches, the 1954 political science textbook remains valuable
for historical insight. Scholars and educators often revisit these works to understand how political
science has developed and to appreciate the intellectual heritage that informs current theories.

e Provide foundational understanding of political ideologies and theories
e Contextualize Cold War-era political thought and international relations

e Serve as historical documents reflecting academic priorities of the 1950s

Conversely, educators recognize the need to supplement these texts with updated materials that
reflect diverse political systems and contemporary challenges.

Legacy and Evolution Since 1954

The political science textbook landscape has transformed dramatically since 1954, adapting to
changes in political realities and academic methodologies. The integration of behavioralism, rational
choice theory, and postmodern critiques expanded the discipline’s breadth and depth.

Nonetheless, the 1954 political science textbook stands as a testament to an era when political
science sought to establish itself as a rigorous, coherent field. Its pedagogical frameworks and
thematic priorities influenced generations of students and scholars, shaping the contours of political

inquiry.

In revisiting these textbooks, one gains not only historical perspective but also an appreciation for
the foundational questions that continue to drive political science today. Understanding the 1954
political science textbook is thus essential for anyone interested in the evolution of political thought
and education.

1954 Political Science Textbook

1954 political science textbook: Endangered Virtues and the Coming Ideological War Michael
Phillips, 2023-07-19 In recent years it is with grave concern we have watched the rapid changes
taking place in America and throughout the world. As a people we are increasingly engaged in an
ideological tug of war that will determine our future, and that of generations to come. The objective
of Endangered Virtues and the Coming Ideological War is to inquire what kind of people serious
Christians are called to be. Hopefully we can give intelligent and prayerful thought to our responses
to changes coming to the world with startling forcefulness, but that have been met with equally
astonishing complacency by a public seemingly asleep to their implications. These changes demand
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a response. Silence, neutrality, and docile compliance will not be an option much longer.

1954 political science textbook: Political Science in America Michael A. Baer, Malcolm E.
Jewell, Lee Sigelman, 2021-03-17 Few academic disciplines have recorded their own origins and
development in an organized way. The American Political Science Association, in cooperation with Pi
Sigma Alpha, the political science honor society, and the University of Kentucky, have undertaken an
extensive oral history project, the aim of which is to trace and record the growth of the discipline.
The program has made it possible to amass hours of interviews with women and men who have
influenced the study of political science. Political Science in America contains interviews with fifteen
major figures who speak frankly about the intellectual and institutional roots of political science and
trace its evolution. Through their words, we learn what it was like to be a part of the earliest Ph.D.
programs and to work with early leaders. We discover how these leaders became interested in
political science, what roles they played in building departments and research organizations, and
what they learned from participation in government and politics. They discuss their own
contributions and offer opinions on some of the major conflicts that have divided the discipline.
Particularly enlightening are their varied perspectives on the growth of the behavioral movement in
political science over the past fifty years. This book is of interest to all political scientists as a
historical perspective on their discipline.

1954 political science textbook: External Research. ER List United States. Department of
State. External Research Division, 1952

1954 political science textbook: Research on International Affairs United States. Department
of State. External Research Division, 1952 Beginning in 1954, Apr. issue lists studies in progress;
Oct. issue, completed studies.

1954 political science textbook: The Chinese Economy Solomon Adler, 2013-09-13 First
published in 1957. This volume provides a broad survey of economic progress in China from 1949 to
1952 and covers the historical background, China's economic system, industralisation and planning,
the first Five Year Plan in industry, agriculture, transport, commerce and finance, education and
health and foreign trade. The work is supplemented with an extensive bibliography, maps and
statistical tables.

1954 political science textbook: Newsletter, 1955

1954 political science textbook: Voices of Historical and Contemporary Black American
Pioneers Vernon L. Farmer, Evelyn Shepherd-Wynn, 2012-05-15 The stories of black American
professionals, both historic and contemporary, reveal the hardships and triumphs they faced in
overcoming racism to succeed in their chosen fields. This extraordinary four-volume work is the first
of its kind, a comprehensive exploration of the obstacles black men and women, both historic and
contemporary, have faced and overcome to succeed in professional positions. Voices of Historical
and Contemporary Black American Pioneers includes the life and career histories of black American
pioneers, past and present, who have achieved extraordinary success in fields as varied as aviation
and astronautics, education, social sciences, the humanities, the fine and performing arts, law and
government, and medicine and science. The set covers well-known figures, but is also an invaluable
source of information on lesser-known individuals whose accomplishments are no less admirable.
Arranged by career category, each section of the work begins with a biographical narrative of early
black pioneers in the field, followed by original interviews conducted by the editors or
autobiographical narratives written by the subjects. In all, more than 150 scholars and professionals
share inspiring insights into how they persevered to overcome racism and succeed in an
often-hostile world.

1954 political science textbook: Toward a History of Game Theory E. Roy Weintraub, 1992
During the 1940s game theory emerged from the fields of mathematics and economics to provide a
revolutionary new method of analysis. Today game theory provides a language for discussing conflict
and cooperation not only for economists, but also for business analysts, sociologists, war planners,
international relations theorists, and evolutionary biologists. Toward a History of Game Theory
offers the first history of the development, reception, and dissemination of this crucial theory.



Drawing on interviews with original members of the game theory community and on the
Morgenstern diaries, the first section of the book examines early work in game theory. It focuses on
the groundbreaking role of the von Neumann-Morgenstern collaborative work, The Theory of Games
and Economic Behavior (1944). The second section recounts the reception of this new theory,
revealing just how game theory made its way into the literatures of the time and thus became known
among relevant communities of scholars. The contributors explore how game theory became a
wedge in opening up the social sciences to mathematical tools and use the personal recollections of
scholars who taught at Michigan and Princeton in the late 1940s to show why the theory captivated
those practitioners now considered to be giants in the field. The final section traces the flow of the
ideas of game theory into political science, operations research, and experimental economics.
Contributors. Mary Ann Dimand, Robert W. Dimand, Robert ]J. Leonard, Philip Mirowski, Angela M.
O'Rand, Howard Raiffa, Urs Rellstab, Robin E. Rider, William H. Riker, Andrew Schotter, Martin
Shubik, Vernon L. Smith

1954 political science textbook: Monthly Catalog of United States Government
Publications ,

1954 political science textbook: Saints and Sectaries Emery Battis, 2017-11-01 This
brilliant, dramatic reconstruction of the Puritan mind in action, informed with psychological and
sociological insights, provides a fresh understanding of Anne Hutchinson and the Antinomian
controversy in the Massachusetts Bay Colony and gives her controversy with the Puritan Saints a
new dimension in American colonial history. Originally published in 1962. A UNC Press Enduring
Edition — UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again
books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published
unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.

1954 political science textbook: East European Accessions Index , 1958

1954 political science textbook: Social Science and Historical Perspectives Jack David
Eller, 2016-10-04 This accessible book introduces the story of ‘social science’, with coverage of
history, politics, economics, sociology, psychology, anthropology, and geography. Key questions
include: How and why did the social sciences originate and differentiate? How are they related to
older traditions that have defined Western civilization? What is the unique perspective or ‘way of
knowing’ of each social science? What are the challenges—and alternatives—to the social sciences
as they stand in the twenty-first century? Eller explains the origin, evolution, methods, and the main
figures, literature, concepts, and theories in each discipline. The chapters also feature a range of
contemporary examples, with consideration given to how the disciplines address present-day issues.

1954 political science textbook: Office of Education and Related Agencies Appropriations for
1972 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on Departments
of Labor, and Health, Education, and Welfare, and Related Agencies, 1971

1954 political science textbook: Office of Education and Related Agencies
Appropriations for 1972 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor and Health, Education, and Welfare and Related Agencies
Appropriations, United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on
Departments of Labor, and Health, Education, and Welfare, and Related Agencies, 1971

1954 political science textbook: Unlocking V.O. Key Jr. Angie Maxwell, Todd G. Shields,
2011-05-01 Modern perspectives on a twentieth-century classic

1954 political science textbook: The Evolution of Modern Grand Strategic Thought
Lukas Milevski, 2017-07-04 In strategic studies and international relations, grand strategy is a
frequently-invoked concept. Yet, despite its popularity, it is not well understood and it has many
definitions, some of which are even mutually contradictory. This state of affairs undermines its
usefulness for scholars and practitioners alike. Lukas Milevski aims to remedy this situation by
offering a conceptual history of grand strategy in the English language, analysing its evolution from
1805 to the present day in the writings of its major proponents. In doing so, he seeks to clarify the



meaning and role of the concept, both theoretically and practically, and shed light on its continuing
utility today.

1954 political science textbook: External Research United States. Department of State.
External Research Division,

1954 political science textbook: Doing Multidisciplinary Research on Religion , 2024-03-04
Religion is increasingly visible in the contemporary world as a complex phenomenon - requiring
multidisciplinary research to do justice to the complexity. Multidisciplinary research is however,
though lauded by many, notoriously difficult to bring to fruition. This volume takes on the challenge
to bridge the gap. Contributions formulate the challenges many have faced, but few yet analysed and
put into the hands of researchers concrete tools with which to set about designing and executing
multidisciplinary research on religions, beliefs and religious behaviour. In an era where research
funding increasingly expects interdisciplinary collaboration it provides guidance on constructive
pathways and pitfalls to avoid. Contributors are: Riho Altnurme, Anders Backstrom, Lori G. Beaman,
Karin Borevi, Leon van den Broeke, Valerie DeMarinis, Victoria Enkvist, Jonny Langstedt, Annette
Leis-Peters, Anna-Sara Lind, Martha Middlemiss L.é Mon, Cecilia Nahnfeldt, Per-Erik Nilsson, Peter
Nynas, Margit Warburg, and Anne-Laure Zwilling.

1954 political science textbook: Handbook of Personology and Psychopathology Stephen
Strack, 2005-01-07 Personology is the study of human character in all of its complexities, covering
the range of normal and pathological individuals, from evolutionary development, classification,
diagnosis and measurement, to intervention at the individual, family, and societal levels. This
volume, sure to become a classic in the field, provides a state-of-the-art overview of the field of
personology, including personality theory, taxonomy, and assessment; diagnosis and treatment of
personality disorders; and the interface between normal and abnormal personlity. The breadth and
depth of this monumental work and the caliber of its contributors is unsurpassed. * Many of the
leading clinicians and researchers in psychology are contributors including Otto Kernberg, John
Livesley, Robert Bornstein, Jeffrey Magnavita, Drew Westen, Irving Weiner, and Lorna Benjamin *
Represents the culmination of a professional career and a capstone to our publishing program in the
area of personality and psychopathology

1954 political science textbook: New Directions in the Study of Work and Employment
Charles J. Whalen, 2008-01-01 . . . the book is both wide-ranging and thought provoking. . . New
Directions in the Study of Work and Employment is a first rate collection of papers that provides a
state-of-the-art overview of debates on the health and standing of the field of industrial relations.
John Kelly, Transfer Charles Whalen s excellent edited volume New Directions in the Study of Work
and Employment is a conversation about renewing the academic discipline formerly known as
industrial relations. . . The chapters of this book are uniformly of high quality and provocative. . . It
inspires the reader to engage and mend the world a bit. David Jacobs, Heterodox Economics
Newsletter . . . an intellectually stimulating collection of informed, sound, and innovative responses
to modern labor problems. . . . New Directions is a timely work that deserves wide readership by
anyone with an association or interest in industrial relations. Although the matter of revitalization of
the field of IR is not nearly a new topic, dismissing this volume as simply another typical prescription
in the lineage of IR revitalization commentary would be a gross miscalculation. For one, the sheer
breadth and depth of the contributing scholars brings a unique intellectual richness to this project.
Also, this book distinctively tackles the issue of revitalization from a multitude of perspectives from
social capital to network theories to labor and employment law, and from research and theory to
teaching and practice and does so in a way that is comprehensive, continuous, and in dialog
throughout. Finally this book makes a significant contribution because of its specific
recommendations for IR revitalization. Instead of telling scholars and practitioners the need for a
new direction but providing few feasible alternatives, New Directions proffers real pathways for
progress. This book is a useful guide for navigating the ever-developing world of work and
employment relations. Sean Rogers, Perspectives on Work Where is the field of industrial relations
going? How can it be rejuvenated? How can it be reformulated to deal with current problems? These



are among the difficult questions this stimulating book addresses. George Strauss, University of
California, Berkeley, US This book deserves to be widely read. The academic study of industrial
relations has recently struggled to adjust to the brave new world of work and employment relations.
Too often there has been a retreat into the study of very small issues and insufficient emphasis on
the big picture. The chapters in this volume make a valuable contribution to filling this gap. Most
important of all, the book is forward-looking. Ken Mayhew, University of Oxford, UK Charles Whalen
has assembled a timely and comprehensive examination of the world of work by a distinguished
group of international scholars. Robert B. McKersie, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, US This
book represents a breath of fresh air, provided by many of the most prominent scholars in industrial
relations today. It anchors the field to its past, but more importantly highlights pathways to the
future. It is indispensable reading, and will form a solid foundation for continued dialogue about new
directions for the study of work and employment. Morley Gunderson, University of Toronto, Canada
Work and its associated problems are more important to individuals and society than ever before.
That is why it is so crucial to re-envision the field of industrial relations (employment relations),
which brings together economics, sociology, psychology, history, human resource management,
political science, and all other areas of scholarship related to work. This compendium by leading
industrial relations scholars makes a vital contribution in that direction. Paula B. Voos, Rutgers, The
State University of New Jersey, US Industrial relations is confronting major challenges. This
valuable book deserves a warm welcome since it illustrates and maps a series o
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