the memory of water by shelagh
stephenson

The Enduring Charm of "The Memory of Water" by Shelagh Stephenson

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson is a captivating play that delves deep
into the complexities of family dynamics, memory, and the subtle yet powerful bonds that
connect us. Since its debut in the late 1990s, this work has resonated with audiences and
readers alike, earning acclaim for its sharp wit, emotional depth, and insightful portrayal of
sibling relationships. If you're curious about why this play continues to be relevant and
compelling, let’s explore its themes, structure, and why it holds a special place in
contemporary theater.

Understanding the Core of The Memory of Water
by Shelagh Stephenson

At its heart, the memory of water by shelagh stephenson is a poignant exploration of three
sisters reuniting after the death of their mother. The play navigates through their shared
history, individual perspectives, and the often conflicting memories that shape their
understanding of their past and each other. Stephenson masterfully captures the nuances
of familial love and tension, making the story relatable to anyone who has experienced the
complexities of family life.

What makes this play stand out is its clever structure and engaging dialogue. Stephenson
uses humor alongside moments of tenderness and conflict, creating a balanced narrative
that never feels overly sentimental or harsh. The characters’ interactions reveal not only

their personal struggles but also universal themes about memory, loss, and reconciliation.

The Plot and Characters: A Brief Overview

The memory of water by shelagh stephenson centers on the three sisters:

- **Teresa**, the eldest, who tries to hold the family together.
- ¥*Mary**, the middle sister, often caught between her siblings.
- ¥*Catherine**, the youngest, known for her sharp tongue and emotional defenses.

Following their mother’s death, the sisters gather to sort through her belongings and
confront the unresolved issues that have lingered beneath the surface. Through their
conversations, the play reveals differing recollections of shared events, illustrating how
memory can be subjective and fragile.

This dynamic creates both tension and humor, as the sisters argue, reminisce, and
ultimately seek understanding. The play’s setting, confined mostly to the mother’s house,
intensifies the focus on their interactions and the emotional weight of their reunion.



The Themes That Make The Memory of Water by
Shelagh Stephenson So Resonant

One of the reasons the memory of water by shelagh stephenson remains a favorite in
theater circles is its exploration of themes that feel timeless and universally human.

Memory and Subjectivity

The play’s title itself hints at one of its central ideas—the fluid and elusive nature of
memory. Stephenson shows that memories are not always reliable; they can be distorted
by time, personal biases, or emotional needs. Each sister remembers their past differently,
and these conflicting memories fuel much of the drama and humor.

This theme invites audiences to reflect on their own experiences and the way memories
shape identity and relationships. It’s a thoughtful commentary on how people construct
narratives about their lives and the challenges that arise when those narratives clash.

Family Bonds and Conflict

While the sisters love each other deeply, their relationship is far from simple. The memory
of water by shelagh stephenson portrays the messiness of family ties—how love,
resentment, misunderstanding, and loyalty intertwine. Stephenson doesn’t shy away from
showing the difficult emotions that surface when family members confront their past and
each other.

This realistic depiction resonates because it mirrors many real-life family dynamics. The
play encourages empathy by revealing that behind anger or bitterness often lies pain and
longing for connection.

Grief and Healing

The backdrop of their mother’s death gives the play a poignant emotional charge. The
sisters’ journey through grief is portrayed with honesty—showing how loss can fracture
relationships but also open the door for healing and reconciliation. The memory of water by
shelagh stephenson highlights the importance of communication and forgiveness in
navigating loss.

The Style and Structure of the Play

Shelagh Stephenson’s writing style in the memory of water is notable for its sharp, witty
dialogue and naturalistic tone. The play is structured as a series of conversations and



flashbacks, which allow the audience to see different perspectives unfold in real time.

Use of Humor

Despite dealing with themes like death and family strife, the play incorporates a generous
dose of humor. The sisters’ banter, sarcastic remarks, and moments of absurdity provide

relief and highlight the complexity of their relationships. This blend of comedy and drama
makes the play accessible and engaging, balancing emotional weight with levity.

Non-Linear Storytelling

The narrative doesn’t follow a straightforward timeline. Instead, flashbacks and shifting
points of view reveal the family’s history gradually, mirroring the fragmented nature of
memory. This approach keeps the audience invested and encourages them to piece
together the story alongside the characters.

Why The Memory of Water by Shelagh
Stephenson Is Still Performed Today

More than two decades after its premiere, the memory of water by shelagh stephenson
continues to be staged in theaters around the world. Its enduring popularity can be
attributed to several factors:

- ¥*Relatable Themes:** The universal nature of family conflict, memory, and grief means
the play resonates with diverse audiences.

- **Strong Female Characters:** The focus on three distinct, well-developed female leads
offers rich roles for actresses and fresh perspectives on womanhood and family.

- **Balanced Tone:** The mix of humor and drama creates a well-rounded theatrical
experience that appeals to a wide range of viewers.

- ¥**Emotional Honesty:** The play’s candid portrayal of complex emotions feels authentic
and moving.

For theater companies and directors, the memory of water presents an opportunity to
explore deep emotional territory while engaging audiences with sharp dialogue and
compelling characters.

Tips for Studying or Producing The Memory of
Water by Shelagh Stephenson

If you're a student, director, or actor working with this play, here are some insights to keep
in mind:



e Focus on Character Backstories: Though the play reveals a lot through dialogue,
developing detailed backstories for each sister can enrich performances and deepen
audience understanding.

e Highlight the Shifts in Memory: Use lighting, sound, or staging to distinguish
flashbacks or shifts in perspective, helping to clarify the non-linear storytelling.

e Balance Humor and Drama: Don’t shy away from the comedic moments—they
provide essential relief and help the emotional beats land more powerfully.

e Explore Subtext: Pay attention to what's left unsaid or hinted at in conversations;
much of the tension arises from underlying emotions and secrets.

e Consider the Set Design: Since much of the play takes place in the mother’s house,
the set can be used to reflect the family’s history and emotional state—cluttered,
nostalgic, or sterile, depending on interpretation.

The Memory of Water by Shelagh Stephenson in
the Broader Context of Contemporary Drama

This play fits comfortably within the tradition of late 20th-century British drama that
emphasizes domestic settings and interpersonal relationships. It shares thematic
similarities with works by playwrights like Alan Ayckbourn and Harold Pinter, who explore
family dynamics and communication breakdowns.

However, Stephenson’s focus on female perspectives and memory as a narrative device
gives the memory of water a distinct voice. It challenges audiences to consider how
personal histories are constructed and contested, making it a thought-provoking piece for
both casual viewers and serious theater enthusiasts.

In a world where family stories are often simplified or idealized, the memory of water by
shelagh stephenson stands out for its honesty and complexity. It invites us to laugh, cry,
and reflect on the ties that bind us, long after the curtain falls.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of ‘The Memory of Water' by
Shelagh Stephenson?

The central theme of 'The Memory of Water' is family dynamics and the complexities of
memory, exploring how three sisters cope with the death of their mother and their differing
recollections of the past.



How does 'The Memory of Water' explore the concept of
memory?

'The Memory of Water' delves into the subjective nature of memory by showing how each
sister remembers their shared past differently, highlighting how personal experiences and
emotions shape individual memories.

What role does humor play in 'The Memory of Water'?

Humor in "'The Memory of Water' serves to lighten the emotional weight of the family
tragedy, allowing the characters to connect and cope with grief, making the play both
poignant and accessible.

How are the relationships between the three sisters
portrayed in the play?

The relationships between the three sisters are portrayed as complex and strained but
ultimately loving, revealing the tensions and bonds that define family life, especially in the
face of loss and unresolved issues.

Why is the setting important in 'The Memory of Water'?

The setting, primarily the family home, is important as it acts as a physical space where
memories are shared and contested, symbolizing the sisters' connections and conflicts as
they navigate their shared history.

Additional Resources

The Memory of Water by Shelagh Stephenson: A Thoughtful Exploration of Family, Memory,
and Truth

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson stands as a compelling theatrical work
that delves into the intricate dynamics of familial relationships, memory’s elusive nature,
and the subjective reality of truth. Premiering in the mid-1990s, this play has garnered
attention for its nuanced portrayal of three sisters grappling with the death of their mother
and the conflicting recollections that surface during their reunion. As a significant
contribution to contemporary British drama, Shelagh Stephenson’s play continues to
resonate with audiences and critics alike, inviting a closer examination of its themes,
structure, and impact.

In-depth Analysis of The Memory of Water by
Shelagh Stephenson

At its core, the memory of water by shelagh stephenson is a character-driven drama that
explores how memory shapes identity and influences interpersonal relationships. The



narrative unfolds in the aftermath of the matriarch’s passing, bringing together siblings who
have been estranged or distanced by time and circumstance. Stephenson’s writing
captures the complexity of sibling rivalry, shared history, and the often painful process of
reconciliation.

The play is notable for its clever use of dialogue and pacing, allowing the audience to
witness the gradual unveiling of personal truths and long-held secrets. Each sister
represents a distinct perspective, embodying different emotional responses and coping
mechanisms related to their mother’s death and their own past. The interplay among the
characters highlights how memory can be selective, fragmented, and sometimes
contradictory, challenging the notion of an objective reality.

Thematic Exploration: Memory and Truth

One of the most significant themes in the memory of water by shelagh stephenson is the
unreliable nature of memory. The title itself metaphorically suggests that memory, like
water, is fluid and difficult to contain or control. This metaphor permeates the play, as the
characters’ recollections ebb and flow, sometimes aligning and at other times diverging
sharply. The tension between subjective memory and objective fact creates a fertile ground
for drama, prompting audiences to reflect on their own experiences with remembrance and
truth.

Stephenson’s treatment of memory extends beyond personal recollection to encompass
broader questions about how families construct narratives to cope with trauma and loss.
The sisters’ differing memories reveal the ways in which individuals curate their past to
protect themselves or assert their identity. This thematic depth distinguishes the play
within the genre of family dramas and elevates its emotional resonance.

Character Dynamics and Development

The memory of water by shelagh stephenson excels in its portrayal of three-dimensional
characters who evolve over the course of the play. The sisters’ interactions are marked by a
blend of humor, bitterness, tenderness, and resentment, reflecting the complexity of real-
life family relationships. Stephenson’s skillful character development ensures that no one
sister is portrayed as simply right or wrong; rather, each is given a voice that reveals
vulnerability and strength.

This balanced characterization encourages empathy and understanding, inviting audiences
to consider the multifaceted nature of familial bonds. The dialogue is sharp and often laden

with subtext, capturing the nuances of communication within families where much remains
unsaid but deeply felt.

Production Qualities and Staging Considerations

The memory of water by shelagh stephenson is frequently praised for its adaptability in



production, capable of being staged in intimate theatres or larger venues without losing its
emotional impact. The setting is typically minimalistic, focusing attention on the characters
and their interactions rather than elaborate scenery. This simplicity supports the play’s
emphasis on psychological depth and interpersonal tension.

Directors often highlight the importance of casting actresses who can convey the subtle
emotional shifts and complex backstories embedded in their roles. The dynamic among the
three sisters is the play’s centerpiece, and its success largely depends on the chemistry
and timing among the performers.

Comparisons with Similar Works

When considering the memory of water by shelagh stephenson within the broader
landscape of family dramas, parallels can be drawn with works like Edward Albee’s "Three
Tall Women" and Yasmina Reza’s "Art." Similar to these plays, Stephenson’s work probes
the intricacies of family relationships and communication breakdowns, though it
distinguishes itself through its specific focus on memory as a thematic device.

Unlike more plot-driven dramas, the memory of water emphasizes emotional and
psychological realism, aligning it with the tradition of British kitchen sink dramas but
updated with a contemporary sensibility that appeals to modern audiences.

Impact and Reception

Since its debut, the memory of water by shelagh stephenson has been met with critical
acclaim for its intelligent writing and emotional authenticity. It has enjoyed numerous
revivals and adaptations, including radio and television, attesting to its enduring relevance.
Critics often commend the play’s ability to engage audiences intellectually and emotionally,
prompting reflection on personal and collective memory.

Audience responses frequently note the play’s balance of humor and pathos, which
prevents it from becoming overly melancholic despite its serious subject matter. This tonal
balance is a testament to Stephenson’s skill as a playwright and contributes to the play’s
strong word-of-mouth reputation.

The memory of water also finds relevance in academic discussions about memory studies
and narrative theory, often cited in analyses of how art interrogates the nature of truth and
recollection.

Pros and Cons of The Memory of Water by Shelagh
Stephenson

e Pros: Rich character development, insightful exploration of memory, effective use of
humor, flexible staging options, emotional depth.



e Cons: May require attentive viewing to catch subtle nuances, pacing might feel slow
to some, limited appeal for audiences seeking action-driven plots.

Ultimately, the memory of water by shelagh stephenson remains a powerful exploration of
the ties that bind and the memories that shape us. Its nuanced approach to storytelling
ensures that it continues to be a meaningful experience for both theatrical practitioners and
audiences, inviting ongoing dialogue about the complexities of human relationships and the
nature of truth itself.

The Memory Of Water By Shelagh Stephenson

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: The Memory of Water Shelagh Stephenson,
1997 THE STORIES: The Globe and Mail describes THE MEMORY OF WATER as both gloriously
funny and deeply felt...Indeed, THE MEMORY OF WATER is so funny that it appears at first to be
pure black comedy, with the newly bereaved sisters indulging wildly in wi

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Memory of Water/Five Kinds of Silence
Shelagh Stephenson, 2014-02-14 In The Memory of Water (winner of the 2000 Laurence Olivier
Award for Best Comedy), three sisters meet on the eve of their mother's funeral. As the conflicts of
the past converge, everyday lies and tensions reveal the particular patterns and strains of family
relationships. 'Combines a flair for witty dialogue with a relish for the dynamics of theatre ... a
mistress of comic anguish Guardian Five Kinds of Silence (winner of the 1996 Writers' Guild Award
for Best Original Radio Play and the 1997 Sony Award for Best Original Drama) is the story of a
family in which control has become the driving force, where everything has its place, and where
there are only rules, duties and punishments. An acute and funny writer, Stephenson carves out a
welcome territory that is distinctive, contemporary and theatrical Independent

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: The Memory of Water /by Shelagh Stephenson
: Directed by Jackie Maxwell, 1998 - House Program Tarragon Theatre Archives (University of
Guelph), 1998

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Outstanding Women's Monologues 2001-2002
Craig Pospisil, 2002 Editor Craig Pospisil has drawn exclusively from Dramatists Play Service
publications to compile this collection, which features over fifty monologues. You will find an
enormous range of voices and subject matter, characters from their teens to their seve

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Black Swan State Theatre Company Presents
The Memory of Water by Shelagh Stephenson Shelagh Stephenson, 2009

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Stephenson Plays: 1 Shelagh Stephenson,
2013-10-16 The first collection of plays by one of Britain's most acclaimed contemporary playwrights
- one of the most promising dramatic prospects of the new millennium (Daily Telegraph) The
collection includes the THE MEMORY OF WATER in which three sisters meet on the evening after
their mother's funeral and fight out old troubles with one another. FIVE KINDS OF SILENCE is a
terrifying portrayal of a family for whom rules, duties and punishments are the driving force. In AN
EXPERIMENT WITH AN AIR PUMP in a world of scientific chaos, cloning and genetic engineering,
the cellar of a house yields up the secrets of the scientific discoveries of 1799. In ANCIENT LIGHTS,
Hollywood stars come home to the hills of Northumberland.The Memory of Water: combines a flair
for witty dialogue with a relish for the dynamics of theatre...a mistress of comic anguish Guardian
Five Kinds of Silence: this quietly eloquent play Independent An Experiment With An Air Pump:
teeming with interest, humour, eloquence and, above all, ideas...it's not often we see a new play with



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-149/the-memory-of-water-by-shelagh-stephenson.pdf

this much energy, variety and intelligence Independent Ancient Lights: a cracking, grown-up
play...with a light touch that cuts surprisingly deep Daily Telegraph

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: The Methuen Drama Guide to
Contemporary British Playwrights Martin Middeke, Peter Paul Schnierer, Aleks Sierz,
2011-10-17 The Methuen Drama Guide to Contemporary British Playwrights is an authoritative
guide to the work of twenty-five playwrights who have risen to prominence since the 1980s. Written
by an international team of scholars, it will be invaluable to anyone interested in, studying or
teaching contemporary drama. Among the many playwrights whose work is examined are Sarah
Daniels, Terry Johnson, Martin Crimp, Sarah Kane, Anthony Neilson, Mark Ravenhill, Simon
Stephens, Debbie Tucker Green, Tanika Gupta and Richard Bean. Each essay features: A
biographical sketch and introduction to the playwright A discussion of their most important plays An
analysis of their stylistic and thematic traits, the critical reception and their place in the discourses
of British theatre A bibliography of texts and critical material

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: The Theatre Arts Audition Book for Men
Annika Bluhm, 2018-12-07 The Theatre Arts Audition Books offer one hundred speeches from plays
of the past twenty-five years, fifty in a volume for men, fifty in a volume for women. Each excerpt is
preceded by a note situating the play and the selection. Speeches come from a wide range of plays,
including David Mamet's Oleanna, Caryl Churchill's Serious Money, Martin McDonagh's The Beauty
Queen of Leenane, Jim Cartwright's Road, and Timberlake Wertenbaker's Our Country's Good, as
well as plays by Anthony Minghella, Mark Ravenhill, Sue Townsend, Alan Ayckbourn, and others.
Annika Bluhm has assembled two sparkling collections of monologues that will challenge and inspire
the actor.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: The One-Act Play Companion Colin Dolley, Rex
Walford, 2015-01-30 The one-act play stands apart as a distinct art form with some well known
writers providing specialist material, among them Bernard Shaw, Tom Stoppard, Harold Pinter,
Caryl Churchill. Alan Ayckbourn, Edward Albee and Tennesee Williams. There are also lesser-known
writers with plenty of material to offer, yet sourcing one-act plays to perform is notoriously hard.
This companion is the first book to survey the work of over 250 playwrights in an illuminating A-Z
guide. Multiple styles, nationalities and periods are covered, offering a treasure trove of compelling
moments of theatre waiting to be discovered. Guidance on performing and staging one-act plays is
also covered as well as essential contact information and where to apply for performance rights. A
chapter introducing the history of the one-act play rounds off the title as a definitive guide.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Solar Bones Mike McCormack, 2022-10-23
why these bleak thoughts today, the whole world in shadow, everything undercut and suspended in
its own delirium Marcus Conway has come home to his kitchen in Louisburgh, Co. Mayo,. Everything
seems normal, yet he is haunted by the feeling that nothing is quite right. Poring obsessively over
the details of his relationships, his world and his work as an engineer brings him closer to an
understanding of how the things and people he loves have come together, and how they have and
must inevitably come apart. Winner of the International Dublin Literary Award 2018, Solar Bones is
Mike McCormack's multi-award-winning elegy to the merits of an ordinary life. This adaptation was
first presented at the Kilkenny Arts Festival, and subsequently at the Abbey Theatre. The production
won Best Actor for Stanley Townsend and Best Director for Lynne Parker at the Irish Times Theatre
Awards.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Human Nurture Ryan Calais Cameron,
2022-03-18 I don't agree with everything they say, but we do have a lot in common nowadays;
anyway, I can't be racist, my best friend is Black. Roger and Harry's bond is so strong they could be
brothers. They share the same food, music, computer games and even dreams... Everything other
than their race. Roger is black, and Harry is white. But what does that matter, right? When Roger is
re-homed, Harry is left behind in the care system, and these 'brothers' grow up in opposite ends of
Britain's social spectrum. Then on Harry's birthday, Runaku (Roger's reclaimed Zimbabwean birth
name) returns for a dream reunion that turns into a nightmare situation. Human Nurture is an



explosive new play from Ryan Calais Cameron where nothing's off-limits: from innocent primary
school humiliations to race, privilege, allyship and male vulnerability.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Quiz James Graham, 2018-06-11 I have to
believe in the institutions we trust to be fair, and functional. Whether that be the judiciary, the
police, the media ... That they should all be able to resist the temptations of a more entertaining lie,
over a less extraordinary truth. April 2003. Army Major Charles Ingram, his wife and coughing
accomplice are convicted for cheating on Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? The evidence is damning.
The nation is gripped by the sheer audacity of the plot to snatch the £1,000,000 jackpot. But was he
really guilty? It's time for you to decide. Question everything you think you know in James Graham's
provocative new play. Olivier Award-nominee James Graham returns with a sharp, fictional
imagination of one of the most famous quiz show controversies to date. The production premiered at
Chichester Festival Theatre and this edition was published this edition was published to coincide
with the West End opening at the Noel Coward Theatre in April 2018.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: The Fir Tree Hannah Khalil, 2022-01-10 I
want to know what the other trees know Go where the other trees go Where do they go? Writer
Hannah Khalil collaborates with Shakespeare's Globe in London in this magical re-imagining and
re-wilding of Hans Christian Andersen's classic fairy tale The Fir Tree. Written for just four actors
this inventive and dynamic adaptation harnesses all of the joy of the Christmas season and reminds
us that we can all make a difference in taking care of our planet. Music, song and storytelling
combine in this accessible and enchanting adaptation that is suitable for families and young people
to perform and read together in a story of hope. This edition was published to coincide with the
premiere at the Globe Theatre, London, in December 2021.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Victim Martin Murphy, 2017-10-05 Performed
as a one-woman show, Victim follows the power struggle between prison guard Tracey and criminal
Siobhan as they come face-to-face with a notorious inmate. As they both muse on their lives outside
the prison walls, we come to learn of their anxieties and their hardships as they confront the
realities of prison life. Darkly comic and at times chilling, Victim is a thoughtful reflection on modern
life and how easily it can be turned upside down. This edition was published to coincide with Bruised
Sky's production at Pleasance Courtyard, Edinburgh, August 2017.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Hamlet: Who's There? William Shakespeare,
2016-06-20 Hamlet: Who's There is a tightly written highly theatrical adaptation of Shakespeare's
great play. Reimagining the action to take place over the course of one night, the play can be
produced to last ninety minutes for a small cast of six actors. Featuring much of the original
language and the famous soliloquies of Shakespeare's original play, this adaptation is ideal for
people seeking a version of the tragedy to be played across a shorter timeframe or by a smaller cast.
Adapted by RSC actor and teacher Kelly Hunter, Hamlet: Who's There was toured and produced by
Flute Theatre, a company which produces plays by Shakespeare aimed at inclusivity for a range of
audiences. This programme text edition of the play was published to coincide with a national and
international tour of the play beginning in spring 2016, including dates in London, Romania,
Germany and Elsinore, the original location where Hamlet was set.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Islands Caroline Horton, 2015-03-26 This is
my world, I am the king, I make the rules and everyone else can go to hell. This is off-shore. Oxfam
estimate that there is $18.5 trillion siphoned out of the world economy into tax havens by wealthy
individuals alone. Christian Aid has calculated that 1,000 children die every day as a result of tax
evasion. This is not just a political or social challenge: this is a matter of human rights. Islands is an
illuminating, absurd and powerful new show about tax havens, little empires, enormous greed, and
the few who have it all. Hilarious and unnerving, this ink-black comedy with music plunges you into
a monstrous, secretive world where it really seems that no-one has to pay.... for anything. Head
off-shore and frolic with those who have it all worked out as they feed their addiction to wealth,
power and material stuff. The play received its world premiere at the Bush Theatre, London, on 15
January 2015.



the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: All You Need is LSD Leo Butler, 2018-12-12
The drug laws in this country- the drug laws IN THE WORLD - all stem from this attitude that
pleasure is a bad thing... In 2015, acclaimed British playwright Leo Butler accepted an invitation
from former Government drugs tsar, Professor David Nutt, to be a guinea pig in the world's first LSD
medical trials since the 1960s. Monty Python, Being John Malkovich, and Alice in Wonderland all
resonate in this exhilarating and original comedy as we watch Leo jump down the rabbit-hole of a
medical trial in search of enlightenment - and a good story. Along the way he meets an array of
characters from Aldous Huxley and The Beatles, to Steve Jobs and Ronald Reagan, whose own
stories in the history of LSD are hilariously and poignantly uncovered. Does the world still need a
psychedelic revolution? And will Leo make it back home in time for tea? Part history, party wild
fantasy, this darkly humorous new play illuminates the drugs debate that won't go away and
examines the freedom we have to make our own choices in life, and death.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: My Name is Saoirse Eva O'Connor,
2015-12-03 I felt sorry for Siobhan . . . but I admired her too, the way she always left her mark, on
people and places, fellas and school desks. 1987: Johnny Logan has just won the Eurovision, mobile
phones are about to be invented, and in Limerick, Saoirse O'Brien is sick of her best friend calling
her a frigid. Soon after agreeing to a night of drinking with the lads in Wilson's Pub, she discovers
her pregnancy, and is forced to set out on a journey that leads her miles away from home, and the
carefree adolescence she knew. My Name is Saoirse was first performed in 2014, before being
revived at the 2015 Edinburgh International Fringe Festival. This edition was published to coincide
with the Irish tour of the play in autumn 2015.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: The Good Dad Gail Louw, 2023-08-18 'You're
my special girl.' It's such a bloody cliché. Larry said that, he said, 'it's a cliché'. He could've said,
you're my favourite one. Or you're the one I love the most. But then love could mean something else,
couldn't it? The whole family knew he was a good dad. A really good dad. And Donna was special; he
loved her the most. So why is Donna in prison? Based on real events from the 1980s, The Good Dad
is a haunting family drama by multi-award winning playwright Gail Louw. Told from the unique
perspectives of mother, daughter and sister, this three-time Off West End Award nominated solo
show is presented in support of the charity Victim Support. This edition was published to coincide
with the run at The Space at Surgeons' Hall, Edinburgh Fringe Festival, in August 2023.

the memory of water by shelagh stephenson: Protest Song Tim Price, 2014-02-03 Danny
sleeps rough on the steps of St Paul's Cathedral. Has done for years. Then one morning he wakes to
see a canvas city being erected in front of him. And Danny finds himself swept up in the last
occupation of London. Protest Song is a fictional play inspired by real events. Tim Price's funny and
savage monologue explores the reality of the Occupy movement. Protest Song received its world
premiere in the National Theatre's Shed Theatre on 16 December 2013. This edition features an
introduction by the playwright, Tim Price.
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