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Rule of Law Rule by Law: Understanding the Differences and Significance

rule of law rule by law—these two phrases might sound similar, but they represent fundamentally
different concepts in the realm of governance and legal philosophy. Often, people confuse “rule of
law” with “rule by law,” assuming both imply a system where laws govern society. However, the
distinction between them is crucial for understanding how justice, fairness, and authority operate
within different political and legal systems. In this article, we'll explore the nuances of rule of law and
rule by law, their implications, and why grasping their differences is essential for anyone interested in
law, governance, or civil rights.

What is the Rule of Law?

The rule of law is a foundational principle that ensures all individuals, institutions, and government
entities are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced, and independently
adjudicated. This concept emphasizes fairness, justice, and equality before the law. It protects
citizens from arbitrary decisions and guarantees that laws apply uniformly, regardless of social status
or political power.

Core Principles of the Rule of Law

At its heart, the rule of law rests on several key pillars:

Supremacy of the Law: No one is above the law, including government officials and leaders.

Equality Before the Law: Laws apply equally to everyone, preventing discrimination or
favoritism.

Accountability: Government actions must be authorized by law and subject to review.

Legal Certainty: Laws must be clear, publicized, stable, and applied consistently.

Access to Justice: Individuals have the right to seek redress and fair hearings in courts.

These principles work together to create a legal environment where rights are protected, and
governance is transparent and just.

Understanding Rule by Law

In contrast, rule by law refers to a system where laws exist and are enforced, but the law itself is used



as a tool by those in power to control the population rather than to ensure justice or fairness. Here,
laws may be arbitrary, selectively applied, or designed to legitimize authoritarian rule. Rather than
protecting individual rights, rule by law often serves the interests of the ruling elite.

Characteristics of Rule by Law

Rule by law is often observed in authoritarian or totalitarian regimes characterized by:

Instrumental Use of Law: Laws are used to enforce government control and suppress
dissent.

Lack of Legal Equality: Different rules may apply to the rulers and the ruled.

Absence of Judicial Independence: Courts are controlled or influenced by political powers.

Arbitrary Enforcement: Laws may change unpredictably or be applied selectively.

Suppression of Rights: Legal provisions may restrict freedoms such as speech, assembly,
and press.

In such systems, the mere existence of laws does not guarantee justice or protection for citizens.

Rule of Law Rule by Law: Why the Distinction Matters

Understanding the difference between rule of law and rule by law is vital because it highlights
whether a legal system genuinely protects citizens or merely enforces control. Countries that claim to
have a legal framework but operate under rule by law often face criticism for human rights abuses,
corruption, and lack of transparency.

Examples in Practice

- **Rule of Law in Democracies:** Nations like the United States, Canada, and many European
countries embrace rule of law principles. Their legal systems emphasize checks and balances,
independent judiciary, and protection of individual rights.

- **Rule by Law in Authoritarian Regimes:** Some countries have legal codes but lack true judicial
independence or equal application of laws. In these states, laws may be manipulated to maintain
power, limit freedoms, or silence opposition.



The Role of Judicial Independence and Legal
Institutions

Judicial independence is a cornerstone that differentiates rule of law from rule by law. When courts
operate independently, they can act as impartial arbiters, checking government excesses and
ensuring laws align with constitutional principles.

Conversely, when judges are influenced or appointed solely based on political loyalty, the legal
system becomes a tool of control rather than justice. Strong, transparent legal institutions promote
accountability and public trust, which are essential for a true rule of law environment.

Promoting Rule of Law in Developing Societies

Building rule of law in countries transitioning from authoritarianism involves:

Establishing transparent and fair legal frameworks.1.

Ensuring judicial independence and protection from political interference.2.

Educating citizens about their rights and legal processes.3.

Encouraging civil society participation in governance.4.

Implementing mechanisms to combat corruption.5.

These steps help create a stable environment where laws serve the people, not just the rulers.

Rule of Law Rule by Law in the Global Context

On the international stage, the distinction influences how global organizations, investors, and
governments interact with different countries. Nations upholding the rule of law tend to attract more
foreign investment, maintain better diplomatic relations, and enjoy higher standards of human rights
protection.

International bodies like the United Nations and the World Bank often emphasize strengthening rule of
law as part of development programs, recognizing that legal integrity is key to sustainable growth and
peace.

Challenges to Rule of Law Worldwide

Despite its importance, many countries face challenges in fully realizing the rule of law, including:



Corruption within legal and political institutions.

Political interference in judicial decisions.

Weak enforcement of laws and regulations.

Discrimination and inequality before the law.

Lack of public awareness about legal rights.

Addressing these obstacles requires ongoing reform, transparency, and civic engagement.

Why Everyone Should Care About Rule of Law Rule by
Law

Whether you are a citizen, policymaker, businessperson, or activist, understanding the difference
between rule of law and rule by law is essential. The rule of law guarantees protections that affect
everyday life—property rights, freedom of speech, access to justice, and protection from abuse.

On the other hand, systems governed by rule by law may appear orderly but often conceal injustice
and suppression. Recognizing this distinction empowers individuals to advocate for genuine legal
reform and hold governments accountable.

In the end, a society governed by the rule of law nurtures fairness, accountability, and
trust—cornerstones for peace and prosperity. Meanwhile, rule by law reminds us that laws alone are
not enough; it’s how they are applied that truly matters.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between the rule of law and rule by
law?
The rule of law means that everyone, including government officials, is subject to and accountable
under the law, ensuring fairness and justice. Rule by law refers to the use of law by those in power as
a tool to control society, which may not guarantee fairness or protect rights.

Why is the rule of law important in democratic societies?
The rule of law is important in democratic societies because it ensures that laws are applied equally
to all individuals, protects fundamental rights, prevents abuse of power, and promotes accountability
and transparency in governance.



Can rule by law exist in authoritarian regimes?
Yes, rule by law often exists in authoritarian regimes where laws are used to legitimize the
government's power and suppress opposition, rather than to protect citizens' rights or ensure justice.

How does the rule of law protect human rights?
The rule of law protects human rights by establishing legal frameworks that guarantee rights and
freedoms, providing mechanisms for redress when rights are violated, and ensuring that laws are
applied fairly and consistently.

What are the key principles underlying the rule of law?
Key principles of the rule of law include equality before the law, accountability of government officials,
transparency in the law-making process, legal certainty, and the protection of fundamental rights.

How can citizens promote the rule of law in their country?
Citizens can promote the rule of law by staying informed about their rights, participating in
democratic processes, holding government accountable, supporting independent judiciary and legal
institutions, and advocating for fair and just laws.

What risks arise when a country practices rule by law instead
of the rule of law?
When a country practices rule by law instead of the rule of law, it risks authoritarianism, arbitrary
governance, erosion of human rights, lack of judicial independence, and the inability of citizens to
challenge unjust laws or government actions.

Additional Resources
Rule of Law Rule by Law: Understanding the Crucial Distinctions and Implications

rule of law rule by law represents two fundamental yet distinct concepts in the governance and
legal frameworks of societies worldwide. While they may sound similar, their implications for justice,
governance, and societal order differ substantially. The nuanced understanding of these terms is vital
for policymakers, legal experts, and citizens alike to appreciate how laws function within a political
system and how they impact human rights, institutional integrity, and democratic principles.

Defining Rule of Law and Rule by Law

The phrase "rule of law" is rooted in the principle that everyone, including government officials, is
subject to and accountable under the law. It emphasizes fairness, justice, and equality before the law.
Conversely, "rule by law" refers to the use of law as a tool by those in power to govern, often without
necessarily respecting the broader principles of justice or equality. In this framework, laws may
merely serve to legitimize the authority or actions of the ruling entity rather than constrain them.



Rule of Law: The Foundation of Democratic Governance

At its core, the rule of law ensures that laws are transparent, stable, and applied equally. It embodies
several fundamental features:

Legal Supremacy: No individual or institution is above the law.

Equality Before the Law: Laws apply uniformly, preventing discrimination or arbitrary
treatment.

Accountability: Government actions are subject to legal scrutiny and judicial review.

Protection of Fundamental Rights: Laws safeguard individual freedoms and human rights.

Independent Judiciary: Courts operate free from political interference.

These features collectively foster an environment where citizens can trust legal institutions and where
governance is transparent and just. Countries that adhere to the rule of law tend to enjoy higher
levels of political stability, economic development, and social cohesion.

Rule by Law: Instrumentalization of Legal Systems

In contrast, rule by law typically occurs in systems where laws are used as instruments of control
rather than as impartial standards. Here, the law serves the interests of those in power, which can
lead to:

Selective Application: Laws may be enforced unequally, targeting opposition or dissent.

Legal Manipulation: Laws are crafted or interpreted to legitimize authoritarian rule.

Lack of Judicial Independence: Courts may act as extensions of the ruling party.

Suppression of Rights: Laws may restrict freedoms under the guise of legality.

This approach undermines the legitimacy of legal institutions and often results in public distrust,
human rights abuses, and political instability.

Comparative Perspectives on Rule of Law and Rule by
Law



Globally, different countries showcase varying adherence to these principles. For example,
established democracies like Canada, Germany, and Japan emphasize the rule of law with robust
judicial systems and transparent legal frameworks. According to the World Justice Project’s Rule of
Law Index 2023, these countries rank highly in terms of constraints on government powers, absence
of corruption, and protection of fundamental rights.

In contrast, some authoritarian regimes may profess adherence to laws but practice rule by law. For
instance, in certain countries, legal systems are used to suppress political opposition or control social
behavior, reflecting a system where laws uphold the power structure rather than protect citizens
equally.

Implications for Human Rights and Governance

The distinction between rule of law and rule by law profoundly impacts human rights protections.
Under the rule of law, individuals have recourse to challenge violations and seek justice. Conversely,
under rule by law, legal avenues may be blocked or manipulated, leaving citizens vulnerable to
abuses.

Governance quality also correlates strongly with these concepts. The rule of law fosters transparency,
accountability, and efficient public administration. Rule by law, however, may facilitate corruption,
arbitrariness, and weakened governance institutions.

Challenges in Implementing True Rule of Law

Despite its importance, achieving genuine rule of law remains challenging in many contexts due to:

Political Interference: Governments may exert influence over judiciary or law enforcement.

Corruption: Corrupt practices erode legal fairness and public trust.

Legal Ambiguity: Vague or outdated laws hinder consistent application.

Lack of Access to Justice: Socioeconomic barriers prevent equal protection under the law.

Cultural and Social Factors: Traditional practices may conflict with modern legal principles.

Addressing these obstacles requires comprehensive reforms, including judicial independence, legal
education, and institutional transparency.

Role of International Law and Organizations

International bodies and treaties often promote the rule of law as a standard for governance and



human rights worldwide. Organizations such as the United Nations and the International Criminal
Court work to reinforce legal accountability and encourage states to adhere to international legal
norms. However, enforcing these standards remains complex due to sovereignty concerns and
geopolitical dynamics.

Rule of Law Rule by Law in the Digital Age

The evolution of technology introduces new dimensions to the rule of law and rule by law debate.
Digital surveillance, cyber laws, and data privacy regulations can either uphold legal protections or,
conversely, be tools for authoritarian control.

For example, countries that prioritize the rule of law have implemented transparent data protection
laws that safeguard individual privacy. In contrast, some regimes use digital laws to monitor and
restrict dissent, illustrating a form of rule by law in cyberspace.

Future Outlook

As societies become more complex and interconnected, the differentiation between rule of law and
rule by law will continue to shape the trajectory of governance worldwide. Strengthening legal
institutions, promoting transparency, and safeguarding fundamental rights remain essential tasks for
policymakers and civil society.

Understanding the critical nuances between these concepts is not just an academic exercise but a
practical necessity for fostering justice, democracy, and social stability in an ever-changing world.

Rule Of Law Rule By Law

  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Law Cheryl Saunders, Katherine Le Roy, 2003 This book
brings together the views of an extraordinary range of well-known authors. It contains essays by:
Chief Justice Murray Gleeson, High Court of Australia; Justice Louise Arbour, Supreme Court of
Canada; Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Supreme Court of USA; Dr Radhika Coomaraswamy, the UN
Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women; and Professors Saunders (Australia), Dyzenhaus
(Canada), and Troper (France). The essays cover issues such as: the debate about the meaning and
application of the rule of law; the gaps between the theory and practice of the rule of law; relations
between governments and people; the tensions between the judiciary and the elected branches of
government; international criminal justice; and the position of women in situations of conflict and
insurrection. The analyses in the book draw on topical events ranging from the Florida appeal in the
election of President Bush to the indictment of Slobodan Milosevic at the War Crimes Tribunal.
  rule of law rule by law: Handbook on the Rule of Law Christopher May, Adam Winchester,
2018-08-31 The discussion of the norm of the rule of law has broken out of the confines of
jurisprudence and is of growing interest to many non-legal researchers. A range of issues are
explored in this volume that will help non-specialists with an interest in the rule of law develop a
nuanced understanding of its character and political implications. It is explicitly aimed at those who
know the rule of law is important and while having little legal background, would like to know more
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about the norm.
  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Law Tom Bingham, 2011-07-07 'A gem of a book ...
Inspiring and timely. Everyone should read it' Independent 'The Rule of Law' is a phrase much used
but little examined. The idea of the rule of law as the foundation of modern states and civilisations
has recently become even more talismanic than that of democracy, but what does it actually consist
of? In this brilliant short book, Britain's former senior law lord, and one of the world's most acute
legal minds, examines what the idea actually means. He makes clear that the rule of law is not an
arid legal doctrine but is the foundation of a fair and just society, is a guarantee of responsible
government, is an important contribution to economic growth and offers the best means yet devised
for securing peace and co-operation. He briefly examines the historical origins of the rule, and then
advances eight conditions which capture its essence as understood in western democracies today.
He also discusses the strains imposed on the rule of law by the threat and experience of
international terrorism. The book will be influential in many different fields and should become a key
text for anyone interested in politics, society and the state of our world.
  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Law in Comparative Perspective Mortimer Sellers,
Tadeusz Tomaszewski, 2010-07-23 This volume compares the different conceptions of the rule of law
that have developed in different legal cultures. It describes the social purposes and practical
applications of the rule of law and how it might be improved in the varied circumstances.
  rule of law rule by law: World Rule of Law Booklet Series ,
  rule of law rule by law: Rule of Law in a State of Emergency Subrata Roy Chowdhury, 1989
SCOTT (Copy 1): From the John Holmes Library Collection.
  rule of law rule by law: Modernising European Legal Education (MELE) Oskar J. Gstrein,
Mareike Fröhlich, Caspar van den Berg, Thomas Giegerich, 2023-08-22 This open access book
presents innovative strategies to address cross-cutting topics and foster transversal competences.
The modernization of European legal education presents a compelling challenge that calls for
enhanced interdisciplinary collaboration among academic disciplines and innovative teaching
methods. The volume introduces venues towards education innovation and engages with complex
and emerging topics such as datafication, climate change, gender, and the aftermath of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The insights presented not only emphasize the importance of preserving
traditional approaches to legal disciplines and passing them on to future generations, but also
underscore the need to critically reassess and revolutionize existing structures. As our societies
become more diverse and our understanding of legitimacy, justice, and values undergoes
transformations, it is imperative to reconsider the role of traditional values while exploring
promising alternative approaches.
  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Law Geoffrey de Q. Walker, 1988
  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Law in America Ronald A. Cass, 2001 Drawing upon
extensive experience in law, government service, teaching, and research, Ronald Cass offers a
contribution to the ongoing public discussion on law and society. After opening his discussion with
chapters on the rule of law in American society, Cass turns to the hard case of its application to the
president of the United States. Through this prism Cass examines the behavior of judges who may
not always act according to a perfect model. This book provides a corrective to criticism of the
American legal system raised all too frequently by some members of the academy. Rather than
concentrating on relatively minor inconsistencies in the law and slight departures from the ideal of
perfectly constrained decision making, Cass argues that the energies of his fellow scholars could be
better spent on more serious defects in the legal system. With a special section on the 2000
presidential election, including the Florida recount and Supreme Court decision, The rule of law in
America offers a look at a subject of interest to legal scholars and general readers alike.
  rule of law rule by law: Law, Liberty, and the Rule of Law Imer B. Flores, Kenneth E. Himma,
2012-09-29 In recent years, there has been a substantial increase in concern for the rule of law. Not
only have there been a multitude of articles and books on the essence, nature, scope and limitation
of the law, but citizens, elected officials, law enforcement officers and the judiciary have all been



actively engaged in this debate. Thus, the concept of the rule of law is as multifaceted and contested
as it’s ever been, and this book explores the essence of that concept, including its core principles, its
rules, and the necessity of defining, or even redefining, the basic concept. Law, Liberty, and the Rule
of Law offers timely and unique insights on numerous themes relevant to the rule of law. It discusses
in detail the proper scope and limitations of adjudication and legislation, including the challenges
not only of limiting legislative and executive power via judicial review but also of restraining active
judicial lawmaking while simultaneously guaranteeing an independent judiciary interested in
maintaining a balance of power. It also addresses the relationship not only between the rule of law,
human rights and separation of powers but also the rule of law, constitutionalism and democracy.
  rule of law rule by law: Getting to the Rule of Law James E. Fleming, 2011-09-01 The rule of
law has been celebrated as “an unqualified human good, yet there is considerable disagreement
about what the ideal of the rule of law requires. When people clamor for the preservation or
extension of the rule of law, are they advocating a substantive conception of the rule of law
respecting private property and promoting liberty, a formal conception emphasizing an “inner
morality of law,” or a procedural conception stressing the right to be heard by an impartial tribunal
and to make arguments about what the law is? When are exertions of executive power “outside the
law” justified on the ground that they may be necessary to maintain or restore the conditions for the
rule of law in emergency circumstances, such as defending against terrorist attacks? In Getting to
the Rule of Law a group of contributors from a variety of disciplines address many of the theoretical
legal, political, and moral issues raised by such questions and examine practical applications “on the
ground” in the United States and around the world. This timely, interdisciplinary volume examines
the ideal of the rule of law, questions when, if ever, executive power “outside the law” is justified to
maintain or restore the rule of law, and explores the prospects for and perils of building the rule of
law after military interventions.
  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Nobody Philip K. Howard, 2014-04-07 The secret to good
government is a question no one in Washington is asking: “What’s the right thing to do?” What’s
wrong in Washington is deeper than you think. Yes, there’s gridlock, polarization, and self-dealing.
But hidden underneath is something bigger and more destructive. It’s a broken governing system.
From that comes wasteful government, rising debt, failing schools, expensive health care, and
economic hardship. Rules have replaced leadership in America. Bureaucracy, regulation, and
outmoded law tie our hands and confine policy choices. Nobody asks, “What’s the right thing to do
here?” Instead, they wonder, “What does the rule book say?” There’s a fatal flaw in America’s
governing system—trying to decree correctness through rigid laws will never work. Public paralysis
is the inevitable result of the steady accretion of detailed rules. America is now run by dead
people—by political leaders from the past who enacted mandatory programs that churn ahead
regardless of waste, irrelevance, or new priorities. America needs to radically simplify its operating
system and give people—officials and citizens alike—the freedom to be practical. Rules can’t
accomplish our goals. Only humans can get things done. In The Rule of Nobody Philip K. Howard
argues for a return to the framers’ vision of public law—setting goals and boundaries, not dictating
daily choices. This incendiary book explains how America went wrong and offers a guide for how to
liberate human ingenuity to meet the challenges of this century.
  rule of law rule by law: Understanding the Rule of Law Geert Corstens, 2017-08-10 The 'rule
of law' is increasingly regarded as integral to liberal democracy, and its significance is frequently
discussed by lawyers, academics, politicians and the media. But the meaning of the phrase is not
always clear. What does 'the rule of law' mean exactly? And why is it so important to the democratic
state and, above all, its citizens? In Understanding the Rule of Law, former president of the Dutch
Supreme Court Geert Corstens paints a lively and accessible portrait of the rule of law in practice.
The focus is on the role of the courts, where the tensions in a democratic state governed by the rule
of law are often discussed and resolved. Using landmark judgments, Geert Corstens explains what
judges do and why their work is valuable. What do minimum sentences and prisoners' voting rights
have to do with each other? Why is there no easy answer to the question of whether a paedophile



organisation should be banned? Why is it no joke when the Italian politician Silvio Berlusconi calls
the judiciary 'the cancer of democracy'? Understanding the Rule of Law provides the answers to
these and many other questions, and is essential reading for anyone interested in the state of
democracy today.
  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Law Aziz Z. Huq, Frank and Bernice J Greenberg
Professor of Law Aziz Z Huq, 2024 This very short introduction sets out the origins and development
of an English-language debate centered around the phrase rule of law. It aims is to explore the
distinctive ethical contribution offered by various thinkers to this specific phrase, first theorized by
the English scholar A.V. Dicey, while largely setting aside how the same questions are framed and
resolved in other traditions. The book opens by canvassing the classical and early modern sources
upon which Dicey and his successors explicitly drew. It then explores the idea of Dicey, who it flags
as the first self-conscious theorist of the rule of law. It then recounts his immediate successors.
These include a heterogenous range of thinkers, such as Friedrich Hayek, Lon Fuller, Ronald
Dworkin, and Tom Bingham. With this genealogy in hand, the book then reflects the important
question of why the rule of law (in some version or other) persists-that is, why do actors with the
power to cast aside the rule of law not do so? The book next turns to the ways in which the term rule
of law has diffused across borders, making it a geopolitical phenomenon. Specifically, the phrase
was taken toward the end of the twentieth century across borders by actors as diverse as the World
Bank, Singapore, and the Chinese Communist Party. Finally, the book closes by examining the way
that the rule-of-law tradition can be challenged both as a matter of theory and practice--
  rule of law rule by law: The Rule of Law and the Separation of Powers Richard Bellamy,
2017-07-05 The rule of law is frequently invoked in political debate, yet rarely defined with any
precision. Some employ it as a synonym for democracy, others for the subordination of the
legislature to a written constitution and its judicial guardians. It has been seen as obedience to the
duly-recognised government, a form of governing through formal and general rule-like laws and the
rule of principle. Given this diversity of view, it is perhaps unsurprising that certain scholars have
regarded the concept as no more than a self-congratulatory rhetorical device. This collection of
eighteen key essays from jurists, political theorists and public law political scientists, aims to explore
the role law plays in the political system. The introduction evaluates their arguments. The first
eleven essays identify the standard features associated with the rule of law. These are held to derive
less from any characteristics of law per se than from a style of legislating and judging that gives
equal consideration to all citizens. The next seven essays then explore how different ways of
separating and dispersing power contribute to this democratic style of rule by forcing politicians and
judges alike to treat people as equals and regard none as above the law.
  rule of law rule by law: The Structure of Political Thought Charles N. R. McCoy, 2016-11-30
Originally published in 1963, this classic book is a rethinking of the history of Western political
philosophy. Charles N. R. McCoy contrasts classical-medieval principles against the “hypotheses” at
the root of modern liberalism and modern conservativism. In Part I, “The Classical Christian
Tradition from Plato to Aquinas,” the author lays the foundation for a philosophical “structure”
capable of producing “constitutional liberty.” Part II, “The Modern Theory of Politics from
Machiavelli to Marx,” attempts to show, beginning with Machiavelli, the reversal and destruction of
the pre-modern “structure” postulated in Part I. McCoy stresses the great contributions of Aristotle
to political thought found in his more familiar Ethics and Politics, but also includes key insights
drawn from Metaphysics and Physics. These contributions are developed and perfected, McCoy
argues, by Augustine and Aquinas. Two other important features include McCoy’s epistemological
insights into Plato’s work that will be new to many readers and the author’s juxtaposition of
traditional natural law with “the modernized theory of natural law.” The modern account of
autonomous natural law, in McCoy’s view, helps explain the totalitarian direction of key aspects of
modern political thought. This classic volume on the origins of modern philosophical thought
remains a standard in the field.
  rule of law rule by law: Discursive Change in Hong Kong Jennifer Eagleton, 2022-03-02



Discursive Change in Hong Kong: Sociopolitical Dynamics, Metaphor, and One Country, Two
Systems is an interdisciplinary study of sociopolitical and discursive change in Hong Kong—a
westernized Chinese society once under British rule, now decolonized but without independence,
and with a constitution promising universal suffrage sometime in the future. Starting off with
interesting and frequently contradictory debates surrounding the discussions on the Handover of
Hong Kong to mainland China, Jennifer Eagleton provides a stimulating, politically well-informed,
and comprehensive “insider” account of many aspects of the press media and official discourse on
democracy and political change in Hong Kong as part of “One Country, Two Systems.” The book
shows how historical, cultural, and identity issues have shaped and molded post-1997 political
discourse and how the seemingly dramatic changes in the city since 2020 may not have been that
surprising for long-term observers of Hong Kong. By going beyond consideration of the purely
linguistic dimension of the selected texts to encompass the larger historical and socio-political
context, and incorporating textual, discursive, and metaphoric analysis over time, this book provides
a detailed examination of Hong Kong political discourse and its constituent themes.
  rule of law rule by law: Defending Checks and Balances in EU Member States Armin von
Bogdandy, Piotr Bogdanowicz, Iris Canor, Christoph Grabenwarter, Maciej Taborowski, Matthias
Schmidt, 2021-01-05 This open access book deals with Article 7 TEU measures, court proceedings,
financial sanctions and the EU Rule of Law Framework to protect EU values with a particular focus
on checks and balances in EU Member States. It analyses substantive standards, powers, procedures
as well as the consequences and implications of the various instruments. It combines the analysis of
the European level, be it the EU or the Council of Europe, with that of the national level, in
particular in Hungary and Poland. The LM judgment of the European Court of Justice is made
subject to detailed scrutiny.
  rule of law rule by law: Global Public Goods and Sustainable Development in the
Practice of International Organizations , 2023-11-07 This volume examines in an innovative and
applied perspective the interdependence between the role of international organizations, the
existence of global public goods and the need of sustainable development. Moreover, it is set within
the context of current challenges in today’s world of dramatic transition and clearly responds to the
need for filling the existing research gap in this area. It also demonstrates excellent knowledge of
primary resources and a very good mastery of the various concepts and policy issues. Moreover, it
offers an important added value to the theory, research and recent publications of the concerned
broad study field. Contributors are: Aleksandra Borowicz, Leiza Brumat, Diego Caballero Vélez,
Giuseppe T. Cirella, Rasa Daugėlienė, Agnieszka Domańska, Małgorzata Dziembała, Lenka Fojtíková,
Katja Zajc Kejžar, Agnieszka Kłos, Ewa Kosycarz, Anatoliy Kruglashov, Andrzej Latoszek, Ewa
Latoszek, Mirella Mărcuț, Willem Molle, Ewa Osuch-Rak, Marta Pachocka, Nina Ponikvar,
Magdalena Proczek, Angela Maria Romito, Piotr Stolarczyk, Aleksandra Szczerba, and Anna
Wójtowicz
  rule of law rule by law: Harvard Law Review , 1892
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