plays of george bernard shaw

**Exploring the Plays of George Bernard Shaw: A Journey Through Social
Commentary and Wit**

plays of george bernard shaw have long stood as pillars of theatrical
brilliance, blending sharp social critique with humor, intellect, and
profound insight. Shaw, an Irish playwright and critic, revolutionized the
modern stage with his unique style, raising questions about society,
politics, and human nature. If you've ever wondered why his works remain
relevant and frequently performed, this article will guide you through the
richness of his plays, their themes, and their lasting impact on literature
and theatre.

The Genius Behind the Plays of George Bernard
Shaw

George Bernard Shaw was not just a playwright; he was a thinker who used
drama as a vehicle for change. His plays often challenge societal norms,
question morality, and expose hypocrisy, all while engaging audiences with
wit and humor. Shaw’s approach was groundbreaking during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries when many playwrights focused primarily on entertainment
rather than intellectual debate.

An ardent socialist and critic of Victorian values, Shaw’s works often
reflect his political beliefs and his advocacy for social reform. His ability
to weave philosophical arguments into lively dialogue makes his plays a rich
field for study and enjoyment.

Signature Themes in the Plays of George Bernard
Shaw

One of the most fascinating aspects of Shaw’'s plays is the recurring themes
that thread through his diverse body of work. Understanding these themes
gives deeper insight into his motivation and the messages he sought to
communicate.

Social Critique and Class Struggle

Shaw’s plays frequently dissect social class structures and the inequalities
they foster. For example, in *Pygmalion*, he explores themes of class
mobility and identity through the transformation of Eliza Doolittle, a flower



girl, into a refined lady. The play challenges the superficial markers of
class and questions the rigidity of social boundaries.

Gender Roles and Feminism

Ahead of his time, Shaw often presented strong, independent female characters
who defied traditional roles. In *Mrs. Warren’'s Profession*, he confronts the
economic and social forces that drive women into prostitution, criticizing
societal hypocrisy and advocating for women’s autonomy.

Morality and Religion

Shaw was skeptical of organized religion and often used his plays to question
conventional moral standards. *Saint Joan* portrays the life of Joan of Arc,
highlighting themes of faith, individual conscience, and martyrdom while
challenging institutional authority.

The Role of Intellectual Debate

Unlike many playwrights who focused on plot-driven stories, Shaw’s plays
often contain lengthy dialogues filled with intellectual arguments. This
approach has earned him a reputation as a "playwright-philosopher," where the
conversation itself is a central dramatic element.

Iconic Plays of George Bernard Shaw to Explore

If you’'re new to Shaw’s work or looking to deepen your appreciation, these
plays are essential reading or viewing. Each offers a distinct glimpse into
Shaw’s style and the social issues he tackled.

Pygmalion (1913)

Perhaps Shaw’s most famous play, *Pygmalion* is the story of Professor Henry
Higgins and his experiment to transform Eliza Doolittle’s speech and manners.
Beyond the surface comedy, it challenges ideas about identity,
transformation, and social acceptance. The play’s influence extends far
beyond the theatre, inspiring the beloved musical *My Fair Lady*.



Man and Superman (1903)

This play explores philosophical ideas around human purpose, evolution, and
societal progress. Featuring the famous "Don Juan in Hell" dream sequence, it
delves into the battle between reason and emotion, highlighting Shaw’s
interest in Nietzschean and socialist thought.

Saint Joan (1923)

Widely considered one of Shaw’s masterpieces, *Saint Joan* dramatizes the
life of Joan of Arc with a focus on her courage, spirituality, and defiance
of authority. The play earned Shaw a Nobel Prize in Literature, reflecting
its enduring significance.

Mrs. Warren’s Profession (1893)

Bold and controversial for its time, this play exposes the economic
exploitation of women and critiques the societal structures that force them
into compromising professions. Shaw’s unflinching examination of morality and
capitalism remains impactful today.

Arms and the Man (1894)

This satirical comedy pokes fun at romanticized notions of war and heroism.
Through witty dialogue and role reversals, Shaw questions patriotism and the
glamorization of military valor.

How Shaw’s Plays Changed Theatre and Society

The plays of George Bernard Shaw did more than entertain-they sparked
conversations and challenged audiences to think critically about their world.
His refusal to shy away from controversial topics helped elevate drama as a
platform for intellectual engagement.

Introducing Realism and Social Issues to the Stage

Before Shaw, much of theatre was dominated by melodrama or escapism. Shaw’s
realistic characters and socially relevant themes paved the way for modern
drama and influenced playwrights such as Arthur Miller and Henrik Ibsen.



Championing the Role of the Playwright as a Social
Critic
Shaw believed that playwrights had a responsibility to reflect and influence

society. His works exemplify how theatre can be a mirror to social ills and a
catalyst for reform.

Language and Dialogue as Tools for Change

Shaw’s mastery of language—his use of irony, paradox, and sharp wit-made his
plays not only thought-provoking but also entertaining. His dialogue-driven
style encourages audiences to engage with complex ideas in an accessible way.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating the Plays of
George Bernard Shaw

Shaw’s plays can sometimes feel dense due to their philosophical nature, but
with the right approach, they become immensely rewarding.

e Focus on the Dialogue: Shaw’s plays rely heavily on conversations that
unpack his themes. Pay attention to the subtleties and humor embedded in
the exchanges.

e Understand the Historical Context: Knowing the social and political
climate of Shaw’s era enriches your appreciation of his critiques.

e Watch Performances: Many of Shaw’s plays come alive on stage, where
actors bring his characters and wit to vibrant life.

e Explore Adaptations: Some of his plays, like *Pygmalion*, have famous
adaptations that can provide an alternative lens on the originals.

e Engage with Critical Essays: Reading analyses of Shaw’s work can open
new perspectives and deepen understanding.

Legacy and Continued Relevance of Shaw’s Plays

More than a century after many of Shaw’s plays were written, they continue to
resonate with audiences worldwide. The issues he raised-class disparity,
gender equality, morality, and the power structures of society—remain



pressing topics today. Theatre companies regularly stage his works, and
scholars continue to study his contributions to drama and social thought.

Moreover, Shaw’s ability to blend intellectual debate with humor ensures that
his plays are not only educational but also enjoyable, making them enduring
favorites for both casual theatergoers and serious students of literature.

The plays of George Bernard Shaw invite us to question, laugh, and reflect.
They remind us that theatre is not just a place for entertainment but a forum
for ideas—a tradition Shaw helped to shape with unmatched skill and vision.
Whether you are reading *Saint Joan* or watching *Arms and the Man*, you're
stepping into a world where wit meets wisdom, and where the stage becomes a
powerful platform for change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous plays written by
George Bernard Shaw?

Some of the most famous plays by George Bernard Shaw include 'Pygmalion',
'‘Man and Superman', 'Saint Joan', 'Major Barbara', and 'Arms and the Man'.

How did George Bernard Shaw's plays influence modern
theater?

Shaw's plays introduced sharp social criticism, witty dialogue, and complex
characters, influencing modern theater by blending entertainment with
intellectual and social commentary.

What themes are commonly explored in George Bernard
Shaw's plays?

Common themes in Shaw's plays include social justice, class conflict, the
critique of capitalism, gender roles, and the importance of education and
moral responsibility.

Was George Bernard Shaw's play 'Pygmalion' adapted
into other forms?

Yes, 'Pygmalion' was famously adapted into the musical 'My Fair Lady', which
further popularized the story and its characters around the world.

How did George Bernard Shaw use humor in his plays?

Shaw used humor, satire, and irony to challenge societal norms and provoke
thought, making serious subjects more accessible and engaging for audiences.



Did George Bernard Shaw receive any awards for his
plays?

Yes, George Bernard Shaw was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1925
for his contributions to literature, including his impactful and innovative
plays.

Additional Resources
**The Enduring Legacy of the Plays of George Bernard Shaw**

plays of george bernard shaw occupy a distinctive place in the canon of
modern drama, notable for their sharp wit, social critique, and intellectual
rigor. As one of the most influential playwrights of the late 19th and early
20th centuries, Shaw transformed the theatrical landscape by blending
entertainment with pointed commentary on politics, society, and human nature.
His works remain significant not only for their artistic merit but also for
their enduring relevance in discussions about social reform and cultural
norms.

Exploring the Themes and Styles in the Plays of
George Bernard Shaw

The plays of George Bernard Shaw are characterized by their articulate
dialogue and a strong emphasis on ideas over plot. Unlike traditional
playwrights who often focused on melodrama or romantic entanglements, Shaw
used his stage as a platform to challenge prevailing ideologies and provoke
thoughtful debate. His writing style is marked by a blend of satire, irony,
and intellectual discourse, often confronting issues such as class
inequality, marriage, education, and religion.

One of the defining features of Shaw’s plays is his use of the "problem play"
format—a genre that highlights social issues through dramatic storytelling.
This approach allows Shaw to dissect complex themes, making his works not
merely entertainment but also a form of social critique. For instance, plays
like *Mrs. Warren’s Profession* and *Major Barbara* tackle topics such as
prostitution and armament manufacturing, respectively, engaging audiences in
ethical and moral dilemmas.

Key Plays and Their Impact

Several of Shaw’s plays have become classics, each contributing uniquely to
both literature and social thought:



e Pygmalion (1913): Perhaps Shaw’s most celebrated work, *Pygmalion*
explores class distinctions and the power of language. It tells the
story of Eliza Doolittle, a Cockney flower girl transformed into a
refined lady through speech training. The play critiques social mobility
and superficial judgments based on accent and appearance, ultimately
questioning the rigidity of the British class system.

e Man and Superman (1903): This complex play merges philosophical
discourse with comedy, delving into Shaw’s interpretation of Nietzschean
ideas and the concept of the "superman." It is particularly noted for
the "Don Juan in Hell" dream sequence, where characters debate
existential and societal themes.

e Saint Joan (1923): A historical drama that dramatizes the life of Joan
of Arc, this play exemplifies Shaw’s interest in individualism, faith,
and martyrdom. It showcases his ability to blend historical narrative
with contemporary issues, earning Shaw the Nobel Prize in Literature in
1925.

e Arms and the Man (1894): A satirical take on romanticized notions of war
and heroism, this early work challenges patriotic fervor and exposes the
absurdity of idealized combat through its protagonist, a pragmatic
soldier.

Analytical Perspectives on Shaw’s Dramatic
Techniques

The plays of George Bernard Shaw are notable for their departure from
conventional dramatic structures. Shaw often eschewed intricate plots in
favor of longer, idea-driven dialogues and debates. This focus on language
and rhetoric sometimes led to critiques of his plays as being too didactic or
“talky.” However, this stylistic choice was deliberate, aiming to engage
audiences intellectually rather than merely emotionally.

Shaw’s characters frequently serve as mouthpieces for competing worldviews,
embodying social, political, or philosophical positions. This technique
invites the audience to critically evaluate these perspectives instead of
passively consuming the narrative. For example, in *Major Barbara*, the
conflict between idealism and pragmatism is personified by characters who
debate the morality of wealth derived from arms manufacturing.

Furthermore, Shaw’s use of humor—often dry, satirical, or absurd-softens the
delivery of his critiques without diminishing their seriousness. This blend
of comedy and social commentary has influenced generations of playwrights and
continues to resonate in contemporary theatre.



Comparisons with Contemporary Playwrights

When placed alongside contemporaries such as Henrik Ibsen and Anton Chekhov,
Shaw’s plays stand out for their overt political engagement and rhetorical
style. While Ibsen’s works often focus on personal tragedy and societal
hypocrisy, and Chekhov’s on subtle character studies and human frailty,
Shaw’s dramas are more explicitly argumentative, serving as vehicles for his
socialist and humanist beliefs.

Unlike the emotional subtlety prevalent in Chekhov's plays, Shaw’s characters
are more archetypal, designed to advance particular social critiques. This
difference highlights Shaw’s unique contribution to modern drama: the fusion
of theatre and intellectual activism.

The Enduring Relevance of the Plays of George
Bernard Shaw

Decades after their initial performances, the plays of George Bernard Shaw
continue to be revived and studied worldwide. Their exploration of universal
themes such as social justice, gender roles, and human ethics ensures their
ongoing appeal. Moreover, Shaw’s incisive examination of societal norms
encourages modern audiences to reflect on contemporary issues through a
historical lens.

The adaptability of Shaw’s plays has also contributed to their longevity.
*Pygmalion*’s transformation narrative, for instance, inspired the musical
*My Fair Lady*, demonstrating how Shaw’s ideas can transcend genres and
generations. Similarly, *Saint Joan* remains a powerful exploration of faith
and individuality, relevant in discussions about leadership and dissent.

In academic and theatrical circles, Shaw’s works are valued not only for
their literary craftsmanship but also for their capacity to stimulate
critical thought and social awareness. His ability to merge entertainment
with meaningful discourse exemplifies the potential of theatre as a catalyst
for change.

Ultimately, the plays of George Bernard Shaw invite audiences to engage with
complex issues while enjoying the wit and intelligence that define his
writing. This balance of didacticism and drama ensures Shaw'’s place as a
towering figure in the history of theatre and social commentary.

Plays Of George Bernard Shaw
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plays of george bernard shaw: Plays by George Bernard Shaw George Bernard Shaw,
2004-08-03 George Bernard Shaw demanded truth and despised convention. He punctured hollow
pretensions and smug prudishness—coating his criticism with ingenious and irreverent wit. In Mrs.
Warren’s Profession, Arms and the Man, Candida, and Man and Superman, the great playwright
satirizes society, military heroism, marriage, and the pursuit of man by woman. From a social,
literary, and theatrical standpoint, these four plays are among the foremost dramas of the age—as
intellectually stimulating as they are thoroughly enjoyable. “My way of joking is to tell the truth: It is
the funniest joke in the world.”—G. B. Shaw With an Introduction by Eric Bentley and an Afterword
by Norman Lloyd

plays of george bernard shaw: Plays by George Bernard Shaw George Bernard Shaw, 2004
Features four plays that satirize such issues as marriage, civilization, military bravery, and the
pursuit of man by woman.

plays of george bernard shaw: Plays by George Bernard Shaw Bernard Shaw, 1960 1898.
Most of Shaw's early plays were either banned by the censor or refused production. With Plays:
Pleasant and Unpleasant he sought a reading audience. He also began the practice of writing the
challenging, mocking, eloquent prefaces to his plays, which were sometimes longer than the play
itself. This volume contains the Unpleasant: Widowers' Houses; The Philanderer; and Mrs. Warren's
Profession.

plays of george bernard shaw: Last Plays Dan Laurence, George Bernard Shaw, 2013-11-28
In Good King Charles's Golden Days: a true history that never happened. A discussion play; the
issues of nature, power and leadership are debated between King Charles II (‘Mr Rowley'), Isaac
Newton, George Fox and the artist Godfrey Kneller. Buoyant Billions: a comedy of no manners.
Farfetched fables. Shaw's thoughts simplified. Shakes vs. Shav. Puppets portray Shaw and
Shakespeare. The play comprises a comic argument between the two playwrights, an intellectual
Punch and Judy. Why She Would Not. His final play.

plays of george bernard shaw: Shaw, Plays by George Bernard George Bernard Shaw,
1960-08-01 1898. Most of Shaw's early plays were either banned by the censor or refused
production. With Plays: Pleasant and Unpleasant he sought a reading audience. He also began the
practice of writing the challenging, mocking, eloquent prefaces to his plays, which were sometimes
longer than the play itself. This volume contains the Unpleasant: Widowers' Houses; The
Philanderer; and Mrs. Warren's Profession.

plays of george bernard shaw: The Complete Plays of George Bernard Shaw (1893-1921), 34
Complete and Unabridged Plays Including George Bernard Shaw, 2021-11-23 George Bernard Shaw
was a satirical genius, ruthlessly exposing hypocrisy, and creating moral dilemmas for the reader to
mull on. These are biting, witty, sometimes rude, highly intelligent plays. This collection of
thirty-four of his plays is an Omnibus that will give hours of pleasure to the reader.

plays of george bernard shaw: You Never Can Tell George Bernard Shaw, 2018-10-17 You
Never Can Tell is an 1897 four-act play by George Bernard Shaw that debuted at the Royalty
Theatre. It was published as part of a volume of Shaw's plays entitled Plays Pleasant. In June 2011,
the play was revived at the Coliseum Theatre in Aberystwyth, Wales, where it had been performed
exactly one century earlier. (Excerpt from Wikipedia)

plays of george bernard shaw: Fanny's First Play George Bernard Shaw George Bernard
Shaw, 2018-03-31 Fanny's First Play, being but a potboiler, needs no preface. But its lesson is not, I
am sorry to say, unneeded. Mere morality, or the substitution of custom for conscience was once
accounted a shameful and cynical thing: people talked of right and wrong, of honor and dishonor, of
sin and grace, of salvation and damnation, not of morality and immorality. The word morality, if we
met it in the Bible, would surprise us as much as the word telephone or motor car.

plays of george bernard shaw: Plays Unpleasant George Bernard Shaw, 2015-06-08 This
volume contains a small collection of plays written by Bernard Shaw. These thought-provoking plays
aim to challenge the audience’s moral complacency apropos serious social issues and injustices.
Unusual and intriguing, they will greatly appeal to fans of Shaw’s work. The plays contained herein



include: “Widowers’ Houses”, “The Philanderer”, and “Mrs. Warren’s Profession”. George Bernard
Shaw (1856 - 1950) was an Irish playwright who co-founded the London School of Economics. Many
vintage texts such as this are increasingly scarce and expensive, and it is with this in mind that we
are republishing this book now, in an affordable, high-quality, modern edition. It comes complete
with a specially commissioned biography of the author.

plays of george bernard shaw: Arms and the Man George Bernard Shaw, 2011-01 An
extremely humorous play written by one of Ireland's most famous playwrites. George Bernard was
born in Dublin in 1856. Before becoming a playwright he wrote music and literary criticism. Shaw
used his writing to attack social problems such as education, marriage, religion, government, health
care, and class privilege. Shaw was particularly conscious of the exploitation of the working class.
Arms and the Man tells the story of an overmedicated pompous Judge named Fred Willard. This
kangaroo court contains foreign affairs, love, and bigotry. The defendant has the key to peace
between Israel and Palestine, but his plans will fail unless he can get court to adjourn.

plays of george bernard shaw: Fanny's First Play George Bernard Shaw, 2022-06-03 In
'Fanny's First Play,' George Bernard Shaw offers a piercing satire that explores societal norms and
the concept of morality within the paradigm of a play-within-a-play. The piece is rich in Shaw's
distinctive wit and intellectual comedy, and embeds its narrative in a meta-theatrical framework,
questioning the nature of theatre and the role of the audience. This work, a hallmark of Shaw's
signature literary context, is a reflection on the prevailing moral compass and the blind adoption of
societal standards without the rigor of independent ethical reasoning. The book's style is emblematic
of Shavian drama, combining incisive dialogue with a comedic structure to dissect complex moral
issues with levity and precision. George Bernard Shaw, a luminary of the literary world and a
laureate of the Nobel Prize in Literature, was renowned for his profound social commentary
embedded within his creative works. 'Fanny's First Play' is no exception, and draws from Shaw's
deep discontent with unexamined societal mores and the empty moral rigidity of his era. Shaw's
personal philosophy, which often championed individual thought and rationality over the constraints
of societal norms, is elegantly woven into the subtext of this play, making it a deeply personal
creation as much as a public critique. Readers who take pleasure in theatre that not only entertains
but also provokes thought will find in 'Fanny's First Play' a delightful and stimulating experience.
Shaw's masterful intertwining of farce with a profound examination of ethics offers a richly layered
narrative that is as enlightening as it is amusing. This play is thus recommended for those who
appreciate the interplay of humor with serious discourse, and seek a deeper understanding of the
human condition through the art of drama.

plays of george bernard shaw: Plays Unpleasant Bernard Shaw, 2000 Three plays by George
Bernard Shaw focusing on class relations in 19th century English society.

plays of george bernard shaw: Plays Extravagant Dan Laurence, George Bernard Shaw,
1991-11-28 This is a collection of the plays of George Bernard Shaw that includes The Millionairess,
Too True to be Good and The Simpleton of the Unexpected Isles.

plays of george bernard shaw: Wit and Acid George Bernard Shaw, 2022-10-26 'If you want to
tell people the truth, make them laugh, otherwise they'll kill you.' One of the most prolific and
respected playwrights of the twentieth century, Bernard Shaw's legacy shows no signs of waning,
and his beautifully written plays, laced with wry wit and invective alike, have seen countless
performances over the years, their finest lines paraded in literary conversation and review.
Meticulously selected by Simon Mundy, the Wit and Acid series collects the sharpest lines from
Shaw's oeuvre in small neat volumes, allowing the reader to sample some of the very best barbs and
one-liners the twentieth century has to offer, and this, the first volume, covers lines from the great
writer's works published before 1911.

plays of george bernard shaw: Fanny's First Play George Bernard Shaw, 2011 George
Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) is revered as one of the great British dramatists, credited not only with
memorable works, but the revival of the then-suffering English theatre. Shaw was born in Dublin,
Ireland, left mostly to his own devices after his mother ran off to London to pursue a musical career.




He educated himself for the most part, and eventually worked for a real estate agent. This
experience founded in him a concern for social injustices, seeing poverty and general unfairness
afoot, and would go on to address this in many of his works. In 1876, Shaw joined his mother in
London where he would finally attain literary success. Written in 1911, Fanny's First Play was at
first written anonymously, then later accredited to George Bernard Shaw. This work is a play within
a play, with the main intention of satirizing theatre critics.

plays of george bernard shaw: George Bernard Shaw: Collected Works George Bernard
Shaw, 2022-05-17 The Collected Works of George Bernard Shaw is a comprehensive compendium
that encapsulates the sharp wit, social criticism, and innovative theatrical techniques of one of the
20th century's most influential playwrights. This anthology showcases Shaw's extensive oeuvre, from
his celebrated plays like Pygmalion and Saint Joan to his essays and prefaces that unveil his
progressive ideas on morality, gender, and politics. Shaw's literary style is marked by a
characteristic blend of humor and ideology, illuminated by his penchant for dialect and lively
character interactions. As part of the broader context of modernist literature, Shaw's works
significantly challenged prevailing norms and conventions, prompting readers to reflect critically on
societal constructs. George Bernard Shaw, an ardent advocate for social reform, drew from his
experiences within turn-of-the-century London, a city grappling with rapid industrialization and
shifting social values. His diverse background in journalism, theatre, and socialism deeply informed
his writing, enabling him to blend entertainment with incisive commentary. Shaw's legacy as a
playwright extends beyond the stage as he continually provoked thought and debate in the public
sphere about the moral obligations of individuals within society. Engaging with the Collected Works
of George Bernard Shaw is essential for readers seeking a deeper understanding of the complexities
of human nature and society. This anthology invites both seasoned scholars and newcomers to
explore Shaw's brilliance, providing a robust framework for appreciating his contributions to
literature and the ongoing dialogue about social justice and reform. This collection not only
enshrines Shaw's literary gifts but also serves as a catalyst for contemporary reflections on lasting
societal themes.

plays of george bernard shaw: Three Plays for Puritans by Bernard Shaw George Bernard
Shaw, 2014-03 This Is A New Release Of The Original 1900 Edition.

plays of george bernard shaw: Three Plays Eugene Brieux, Bernard Shaw, 2019-03-08 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

plays of george bernard shaw: Major Barbara George Bernard Shaw, 2019-12-05 Major
Barbara is a three-act play that premiered at the Court Theatre in 1905, and was subsequently
published in 1907. It portrays idealist Barbara Undershaft, a Major in the Salvation Army, and her
encounter with her long-estranged father who has made his fortune as a dealer of death in the
munitions industry. Barbara doesn't wish to be associated with her father's ill-gotten wealth, but
can't prevent him from donating to the Salvation Army and eventually converting her family to his
capitalist views on how best to help the poor. In the preface, Shaw addresses his critics and
explicates his actual attitudes towards the Salvation Army, versus the attitudes and fates portrayed
by his characters and responded to by the critics. He continues on to discuss the issues of wealth



and poverty, religion and science, and how they all fit into his views of society. Major Barbara is one
of the most controversial of Shaw's work and was greeted with decidedly mixed reviews, yet it
endures as one of his most famous plays.
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