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History of the Peninsular War: A Turning Point in Napoleonic Europe

History of the Peninsular War is a fascinating chapter in the Napoleonic Wars that reshaped the
political landscape of early 19th-century Europe. Spanning from 1807 to 1814, this conflict was fought
on the Iberian Peninsula, involving Spain, Portugal, and Britain against the invading forces of
Napoleonic France. The war is notable not only for its military engagements but also for its role in
inspiring nationalist movements and guerrilla warfare tactics that challenged the might of Napoleon’s
army.

The Origins of the Peninsular War

Understanding the history of the Peninsular War requires looking back at the broader context of
Napoleon Bonaparte’s expansionist ambitions. By the early 1800s, Napoleon had established
dominance over much of continental Europe. However, the Iberian Peninsula presented a unique
challenge due to its strategic importance and complex political situation.

Political Turmoil in Spain and Portugal

Spain and Portugal were traditionally allied monarchies, but both countries faced internal instability
and external pressure. In 1807, under the guise of reinforcing the Continental System—a blockade
designed to weaken Britain economically—French troops entered Portugal with Spanish cooperation.
However, Napoleon’s real aim was to control both nations and secure his western flank.

The situation escalated dramatically in 1808 when Napoleon forced the abdication of the Spanish king
Charles IV and his son Ferdinand VII, placing his brother Joseph Bonaparte on the Spanish throne. This
blatant interference ignited widespread outrage among the Spanish population and aristocracy,
sparking a popular uprising in Madrid known as the Dos de Mayo Uprising.

The Course of the Peninsular War

The war unfolded as a complex and brutal struggle marked by conventional battles, sieges, and
widespread guerrilla warfare. It is often remembered for the resilience and resourcefulness of the
Spanish and Portuguese resistance, supported increasingly by British forces under the command of
Arthur Wellesley, who would later become the Duke of Wellington.

Guerrilla Warfare and Popular Resistance

One of the most defining features of the Peninsular War was the emergence of guerrilla tactics. The
term “querrilla” itself, meaning “little war” in Spanish, was popularized during this conflict. Local



militias and irreqular fighters took to the hills and countryside, launching ambushes, sabotage, and
hit-and-run attacks against French supply lines and garrisons.

This decentralized form of resistance severely hampered French operations and tied down large
numbers of troops that might have been deployed elsewhere. The guerrilla fighters were motivated
by fierce patriotism and a desire to expel the foreign occupiers, making the Peninsular War as much a
popular struggle as a traditional military campaign.

British Involvement and Key Battles

Britain’s involvement in the Peninsular War was crucial. Recognizing the strategic importance of
preventing Napoleon from dominating the peninsula, Britain provided troops, supplies, and
leadership. Arthur Wellesley arrived in Portugal in 1808 and quickly set about organizing combined
Anglo-Portuguese forces.

Some of the most significant battles during the war include:
o Battle of Vimeiro (1808): Marked a decisive victory for the British and Portuguese forces,
forcing the French to retreat from Portugal.

» Siege of Zaragoza (1808-1809): A brutal and heroic defense by Spanish forces against
French siege tactics.

o Battle of Talavera (1809): Demonstrated the growing effectiveness of the Anglo-Spanish
alliance against French troops.

o Battle of Salamanca (1812): A pivotal engagement where Wellington’s forces decisively
defeated the French, opening the way to liberate Madrid.

These battles exemplified the ebb and flow of the campaign, with control of key cities and regions
shifting multiple times before the eventual retreat of French forces.

Impact and Legacy of the Peninsular War

The history of the Peninsular War is not just about military victory but also about its profound impact
on Spain, Portugal, and Europe as a whole. The war drained French resources, weakened Napoleon's
grip on Europe, and inspired resistance movements across the continent.

Political and Social Consequences in Spain and Portugal

In Spain, the war catalyzed a surge in nationalist sentiment and the emergence of constitutional
ideas. The Spanish Cortes of Cadiz, convened during the conflict, drafted the Spanish Constitution of



1812—one of Europe’s earliest liberal constitutions—which sought to limit royal power and establish
civil rights.

Portugal, too, saw significant changes. The war disrupted traditional power structures and contributed
to the eventual liberalization of the Portuguese monarchy. The resilience shown by both countries
during the Peninsular War became a source of national pride and identity.

Why the Peninsular War Matters in European History

From a wider European perspective, the Peninsular War was a critical factor in the eventual downfall
of Napoleon. The protracted conflict tied down hundreds of thousands of French troops, draining
manpower and finances crucial to Napoleon’s campaigns elsewhere, particularly in Russia and Central
Europe.

Moreover, the war demonstrated the effectiveness of coalition warfare, with Britain, Spain, and
Portugal coordinating their efforts despite differing objectives and challenges. It also highlighted the
importance of local resistance and guerrilla tactics in modern warfare, lessons that would resonate in
future conflicts around the world.

Exploring the Peninsular War Today

For history enthusiasts and travelers, the legacy of the Peninsular War remains visible across the
Iberian Peninsula. Numerous battlefields, fortresses, and museums commemorate the sacrifices and
heroism of those involved. Walking through the streets of Madrid, Porto, or Salamanca, one can still
feel the echoes of this tumultuous period.

If you're interested in diving deeper into the history of the Peninsular War, consider exploring primary
sources like diaries of soldiers and civilians, military dispatches, and contemporary artwork. These
resources offer a vivid window into the experiences of people who lived through one of Europe’s most
dramatic conflicts.

The Peninsular War reminds us how a seemingly regional conflict can influence the fate of entire
continents, shaping the course of history in unexpected and lasting ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Peninsular War and when did it take place?

The Peninsular War was a military conflict between Napoleon's French Empire and the allied powers of
Spain, Britain, and Portugal, occurring from 1807 to 1814 during the Napoleonic Wars.

What triggered the start of the Peninsular War?

The Peninsular War began when French forces invaded Portugal in 1807, followed by an invasion of



Spain in 1808, aiming to enforce the Continental System against Britain and to expand French control
over the Iberian Peninsula.

Who were the main leaders involved in the Peninsular War?

Key leaders in the Peninsular War included Napoleon Bonaparte for France, Arthur Wellesley (later
Duke of Wellington) for Britain, and Spanish and Portuguese guerrilla leaders who played significant
roles in resisting French occupation.

What role did guerrilla warfare play in the Peninsular War?

Guerrilla warfare was crucial in the Peninsular War, as Spanish and Portuguese irregular fighters
continuously harassed French supply lines and troops, significantly weakening French control and
contributing to their eventual defeat.

How did the Peninsular War impact the Napoleonic Wars
overall?

The Peninsular War drained French military resources and morale, diverted Napoleon's attention and
troops from other fronts, and encouraged nationalist movements in Spain and Portugal, ultimately
contributing to the weakening and downfall of Napoleon's empire.

What was the outcome of the Peninsular War?

The Peninsular War ended in 1814 with the defeat of French forces, the restoration of the Spanish and
Portuguese monarchies, and significant territorial and political changes in the Iberian Peninsula,
marking a major setback for Napoleon's expansionist ambitions.

Additional Resources

The History of the Peninsular War: A Turning Point in Napoleonic Europe

history of the peninsular war stands as a pivotal chapter in early 19th-century European conflicts,
marking a significant struggle within the broader Napoleonic Wars. This conflict, which unfolded
between 1807 and 1814 across the Iberian Peninsula, not only reshaped the geopolitical landscape of
Spain and Portugal but also significantly influenced the decline of Napoleon Bonaparte’s dominance.
Understanding the origins, key battles, and consequences of the Peninsular War offers valuable
insight into the complex interplay of nationalism, guerrilla warfare, and international alliances during
this turbulent era.

Origins and Causes of the Peninsular War

The Peninsular War began primarily as a consequence of Napoleon’s ambition to enforce the
Continental System—a blockade designed to cripple the British economy by prohibiting trade between
Britain and continental Europe. Spain and Portugal’s strategic locations made them essential targets
for Napoleon’s plan. However, the roots of the conflict extend deeper, involving political intrigue,



dynastic disputes, and burgeoning nationalist sentiment.

In 1807, French troops entered Portugal under the pretext of enforcing the Continental System, with
Spain’s initial cooperation. Yet, tensions escalated when Napoleon forced the abdication of the
Spanish King Charles IV and installed his brother, Joseph Bonaparte, on the Spanish throne. This
imposition sparked widespread Spanish resistance, fueled by popular outrage and a growing sense of
patriotism. The Spanish populace’s rejection of French rule catalyzed a violent insurgency, merging
traditional military confrontations with irregular guerrilla tactics.

The Role of Spain and Portugal in the Conflict

While both Spain and Portugal were theatres of war, their experiences diverged in important ways.
Portugal, invaded early on, became a crucial battleground where Anglo-Portuguese forces, supported
by British troops under the Duke of Wellington, sought to repel the French advances. The Portuguese
resistance was notable for its coordination with British military strategy and the utilization of fortified
lines, such as the Lines of Torres Vedras, which effectively bottled up French forces.

Spain’s role was marked by intense civil strife and widespread guerrilla warfare. Spanish irregular
fighters—known as guerrilleros—harassed French supply lines and communication routes,
significantly disrupting the conventional military operations of Napoleon’s forces. These guerrilla
tactics, though often brutal and decentralized, became a decisive factor in weakening French control.

Key Battles and Military Campaigns

The history of the Peninsular War is defined by a series of major battles and campaigns that
collectively illustrate the protracted and multifaceted nature of the conflict. Unlike many other
Napoleonic campaigns, the Peninsular War was characterized by its blend of conventional set-piece
battles and irreqgular warfare, which taxed French resources and morale.

Battle of Bailén (1808)

One of the earliest and most significant victories for the Spanish was the Battle of Bailén. In July 1808,
Spanish forces achieved a remarkable defeat against the French army, marking the first open-field
defeat of Napoleon’s troops in Europe. This victory not only boosted Spanish morale but also
encouraged other nations to resist French domination.

Siege of Zaragoza (1808-1809)

The Siege of Zaragoza exemplified the ferocity and desperation of Spanish resistance. Despite being
heavily outnumbered and suffering extensive civilian casualties, the defenders of Zaragoza held out
against French siege tactics, embodying the nationalistic fervor that permeated the conflict. The

protracted siege severely drained French resources and showcased the challenges of urban warfare.



Battle of Talavera (1809) and Battle of Salamanca (1812)

The involvement of British forces under the Duke of Wellington brought a new dimension to the war
effort. The Battle of Talavera, though tactically inconclusive, demonstrated the capability of the Anglo-
Spanish alliance to confront French forces. The Battle of Salamanca, however, was a decisive victory
for Wellington, significantly weakening French presence in Spain and paving the way for the liberation
of Madrid.

Guerrilla Warfare: The “Spanish Ulcer”

A defining feature of the Peninsular War was the effectiveness of guerrilla warfare, which earned the
conflict the nickname “the Spanish Ulcer.” These irregular forces operated independently from the
formal armies, conducting ambushes, sabotage, and hit-and-run attacks. The decentralized nature of
guerrilla resistance frustrated French commanders, who struggled to secure supply lines and maintain
control over vast rural areas.

This form of warfare also had profound implications for modern military strategy, highlighting the
limitations of conventional armies when faced with determined irregular combatants embedded
within the local population. The guerrilla tactics not only inflicted physical damage but also eroded
French morale and legitimacy.

International Impact and the Role of Britain

The Peninsular War was not merely a regional conflict but part of a broader international struggle
against Napoleonic hegemony. Britain’s involvement was instrumental, both militarily and
diplomatically. The British government viewed the Iberian Peninsula as a crucial front in undermining
Napoleon’s continental dominance.

The British military campaigns, led by commanders such as the Duke of Wellington, provided critical
support to Portuguese and Spanish forces. The coordination between these allies underscored the
importance of coalition warfare against a common enemy. Moreover, the war drained French military
resources, contributing indirectly to Napoleon’s defeats in other theaters, including his disastrous
Russian campaign.

Economic and Social Consequences

Beyond the battlefield, the Peninsular War had enduring economic and social consequences. The
destruction wrought by years of fighting devastated local economies, agriculture, and infrastructure.
The war also accelerated political changes, including the rise of liberal movements in Spain and
Portugal, which sought to limit monarchical power and introduce constitutional reforms.

The conflict exposed the weaknesses of traditional absolutist regimes and fueled nationalist
aspirations. In Spain, the war helped catalyze the drafting of the 1812 Constitution of Cadiz, one of
Europe’s earliest liberal constitutions, which reflected the desire for political modernization.



Legacy of the Peninsular War

The history of the Peninsular War reveals a complex interplay of conventional and unconventional
warfare, popular resistance, and international alliance-building. It stands as a testament to the
resilience of the Iberian peoples against one of history’s most formidable military leaders.

Napoleon’s failure in the Peninsula marked a turning point in the Napoleonic Wars, signaling the
beginning of the end for his empire. The war’s legacy includes not only military lessons but also the
emergence of national identity and liberal political ideas in Spain and Portugal. These outcomes would
influence the trajectory of European history throughout the 19th century and beyond.

In sum, the Peninsular War’s historical significance lies in its demonstration of how a determined
population, supported by strategic alliances and innovative tactics, can challenge even the most
powerful of empires. Its multifaceted nature continues to attract scholarly interest, providing rich
material for understanding resistance, occupation, and the dynamics of warfare in modern history.
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history of the peninsular war: The Peninsular War Charles Esdaile, 2015-03-17 A stunning
look at Napoleon'’s early nineteenth-century campaign across the Iberian Peninsula from historian
Charles Esdaile. “Drawing on first-hand accounts of the conflict, Esdaile paints an indelible picture
of the cruelties of Napoleonic warfare. His vigorous writing, comprehensive analysis and
even-handed judgments make this an indispensable treatment of one of the watersheds of European
history.” —Publishers Weekly At the end of the eighteenth century, Spain remained one of the
world’s most powerful empires. Thanks to a long period of enlightened absolutism, Portugal, too,
was prosperous. But by 1808, everything had changed. Portugal was under occupation and ravaged
by famine, disease, economic problems and political instability. Spain had imploded and worse was
to come. For the next six years, the Iberian Peninsula, for three centuries a byword for religious and
military aggression, became itself the helpless victim of others, suffering perhaps over a million
deaths while troops from all over Europe tore it to pieces. Charles Esdaile’s brilliant new history of
the Peninsular War makes plain the scope of the tragedy and its far-reaching effects, especially the
poisonous legacy that produced the Spanish civil war of 1936-1939. Portugal suffered unparalleled
disaster, with casualties that have no comparison in its history. For Britain, the Peninsular War
became the arena in which the redcoats of first Moore and then Wellington created one of her great
national epics. For Britain, it was also the war that established a dazzlingly powerful military
machine that both never lost a battle and became the first invading army to set foot on the soil of
Napoleonic France. The Peninsular War tells this compelling, terrible story for a new generation
with all the detail, color, and painstaking research for which Charles Esdaile has become famous. It
is a monumental work of military history that has all the great military set pieces but never loses
sight of the people of Spain and Portugal and the suffering they endured. This is a classic work of
history that will set the standard for all that will come after it. “I found myself consuming it like a
devouring flame. It is brilliant, indispensable and challenging. I suspect this will become the
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standard work on the Peninsula War and it certainly deserves to be.” —Bernard Cornwell “Well
written and featuring rational conclusions based on solid research, it is highly recommended.” —Lt.
Col. Charles M. Minyard, Library Journal

history of the peninsular war: A History of the Peninsular War: October 1811 to August 31,
1812: Valencia, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca, Madrid Charles Oman, 1996 Sir Charles
Oman's monumental study is unquestionably the most complete and readable account of the
Peninsular War ever written; it is also breathtaking in its scope and detail. The seven volumes chart
the course of the war, from its opening shots In 1807, to the final expulsion of the French from Spain
and invasion of France in 1814.
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the War in the Peninsula and in the South of France from the Year 1807 to the Year 1814, Vol. 4 by
William Francis Patrick Napier continues the compelling historical account of the Napoleonic Wars
in the Iberian Peninsula and other one southern France. This volume picks up from where its
predecessor left off, delving deeper into the complex military campaigns and political intrigues, and
also human stories that unfolded between 1807 and 1814. With meticulous detail and insightful
analysis, Napier narrates pivotal events like the Battle of Vitoria, the Pyrenees campaign, and the
subsequent allied invasion of France itself. The author which that offers a comprehensive
perspective on the strategies and tactics, and other one leadership of the opposing forces,
particularly the British and Portuguese, Spanish, and French armies. Through this comprehensive
work, Napier masterfully explores the impact of the war on both soldiers and civilians, shedding
light on the suffering, courage, and resilience displayed by those caught in the conflict's crossfire.
He also examines the diplomatic and political intricacies that shaped the course of the war, as well
as the profound consequences it had on the geopolitical landscape of the time.
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history of the peninsular war: A History of the Peninsular War Charles Oman, Sir Charles
Oman, 2004 The fate of the Iberian Peninsula was very much in the balance during the period
JanuarytiSeptember 1809, when it seemed all too possible that Napoleon would achieve control over
Spain and Portugal. This volume covers the continuing Spanish resistance to French occupation, the
renewed French invasion of Portugal, and the return to the Peninsula and subsequent victories of Sir
Arthur Wellesley, including his outmanoeuvring of the French from Oporto and culminating in the
hard-fought victory at Talavera.
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France From The Year 1807 To The Year 1814 Vol. I W. F. P. Napier, 2023-11-01 History of the War
in the Peninsula and in the South of France from the Year 1807 to the Year 1814, Vol. 1 is a
comprehensive account of the Peninsular War, authored by William Francis Patrick Napier. The he
book delves into the military campaigns and other one political intricacies during this significant
period of European history. Napier, a British military officer with firsthand experience in the
Peninsular War, meticulously documents the events and strategies employed by the Allied forces, led
by the Duke of Wellington, in their fight against the French armies under Napoleon Bonaparte's
command. The book provides valuable insights into the challenges and also triumphs of the British,
Portuguese, and also Spanish forces as they engage in a protracted and challenging conflict.
Napier's writing is characterized by a vivid and detailed narrative, offering readers a compelling and
authoritative account of the war's progression. He not only describes the major battles but also
delves into the socio-political contexts that shaped the outcomes of various campaigns. As a seminal
work on the Peninsular War, Napier's History of the War in the Peninsula remains a primary source



for historians and military enthusiasts alike. His expertise as a military commander and his eloquent
prose make this volume an indispensable reference for understanding the complexities and
significance of the Peninsular War during the early 19th century.
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second volume of this work has swelled to an even greater bulk than its predecessor. Its size must
be attributed to two main causes: the first is the fact that a much greater number of original
sources, both printed and unprinted, are available for the campaigns of 1809 than for those of 1808.
The second is that the war in its second year had lost the character of comparative unity which it
had possessed in its first. Napoleon, on quitting Spain in January, left behind him as a legacy to his
brother a comprehensive plan for the conquest of the whole Peninsula. But that plan was, from the
first, impracticable: and when it had miscarried, the fighting in every region of the theatre of war
became local and isolated. Neither the harassed and distracted French King at Madrid, nor the
impotent Spanish Junta at Seville, knew how to combine and co-ordinate the operations of their
various armies into a single logical scheme. Ere long, six or seven campaigns were taking place
simultaneously in different corners of the Peninsula, each of which was practically independent of
the others. Every French and Spanish general fought for his own hand, with little care for what his
colleagues were doing: their only unanimity was that all alike kept urging on their central
governments the plea that their own particular section of the war was more critical and important
than any other. If we look at the month of May, 1809, we find that the following six disconnected
series of operations were all in progress at once, and that each has to be treated as a separate unit,
rather than as a part of one great general scheme of strategy—(1) Soult’s campaign against
Wellesley in Northern Portugal, (2) Ney’s invasion of the Asturias, (3) Victor’s and Cuesta’s
movements in Estremadura, (4) Sebastiani’s demonstrations against Venegas in La Mancha, (5)
Suchet’s contest with Blake in Aragon, (6) St. Cyr’s attempt to subdue Catalonia. When a war has
broken up into so many fractions, it becomes not only hard to follow but very lengthy to narrate.
Fortunately for the historian and the student, a certain amount of unity is restored in July, mainly
owing to the fact that the master-mind of Wellesley has been brought to bear upon the situation.
When the British general attempted to combine with the Spanish armies of Estremadura and La
Mancha for a common march upon Madrid, the whole of the hostile forces in the Peninsula [with the
exception of those in Aragon and Catalonia] were once more drawn into a single scheme of
operations. Hence the Talavera campaign is the central fact in the annals of the Peninsular War for
the year 1809. I trust that it will not be considered that I have devoted a disproportionate amount of
space to the setting forth and discussion of the various problems which it involved. The details of the
battle of Talavera itself have engaged my special attention. I thought it worth while to go very
carefully over the battle-field, which fortunately remains much as it was in 1809. A walk around it
explained many difficulties, but suggested certain others, which I have done my best to solve. To be
continue in this ebook...
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1813 to April 14, 1814 Sir Charles William Chadwick Oman KBE, 2014-08-15 Illustrated with 18
maps and illustrations The 1807-14 war in the Iberian Peninsula was one of the most significant and
influential campaigns of the Napoleonic Wars. Arising from Napoleon's strategic need to impose his
rule over Portugal and Spain, it evolved into a constant drain on his resources. Sir Charles Oman's
seven-volume history of the campaign is an unrivalled and essential work. His extensive use and
analysis of French, Spanish, Portuguese and British participants' accounts and archival material,
together with his own inspection of the battlefields, provides a comprehensive and balanced account
of this most important episode in Napoleonic military history. Between August 1813 and the end of
hostilities in April 1814, Napoleon's forces were finally expelled from the Iberian Peninsula.
Wellington's army invaded southern France, only halting its operations when news was received of



Napoleon's abdication. The events covered in this volume include the British siege and capture of St
Sebastian; the final campaigning in eastern Spain; Wellington's invasion of France; and the last
actions of the war in the Battle of Toulouse and the French sortie from Bayonne. A chapter on the
place of the Peninsular War in history concludes Oman's monumental work.

history of the peninsular war: A History of the Peninsular War, Volume VI: September 1, 1812
to August 5, 1813 Sir Charles William Chadwick Oman KBE, 2014-08-15 Illustrated with 11 maps
and 2 portraits The 1807-14 war in the Iberian Peninsula was one of the most significant and
influential campaigns of the Napoleonic Wars. Arising from Napoleon's strategic need to impose his
rule over Portugal and Spain, it evolved into a constant drain on his resources. Sir Charles Oman's
seven-volume history of the campaign is an unrivalled and essential work. His extensive use and
analysis of French, Spanish, Portuguese and British participants' accounts and archival material,
together with his own inspection of the battlefields, provides a comprehensive and balanced account
of this most important episode in Napoleonic military history. Between the autumn of 1812 and the
late summer of 1813 campaigning in the peninsula took on a new aspect. From being a defence of
Portugal and those parts of Spain not under French control, it became an effort by the British,
Spanish and Portuguese forces to drive the French out completely. Operations at the end of 1812
included the unsuccessful British siege of Burgos and the subsequent retreat; renewed campaigning
on the east coast of Spain, including Murray's actions around Tarragona; and the beginning of the
final offensive against the French, including the epic battles of Roncesvalles, Maya and Sorauren.

history of the peninsular war: A History of the Peninsular War, Volume III September
1809 to December 1810 Sir Charles William Chadwick Oman KBE, 2014-08-15 Illustrated with 14
maps and 5 portraits The 1807-14 war in the Iberian Peninsula was one of the most significant and
influential campaigns of the Napoleonic Wars. Arising from Napoleon's strategic need to impose his
rule over Portugal and Spain, it evolved into a constant drain on his resources. Sir Charles Oman's
seven-volume history of the campaign is an unrivalled and essential work. His extensive use and
analysis of French, Spanish, Portuguese and British participants' accounts and archival material,
together with his own inspection of the battlefields, provides a comprehensive and balanced account
of this most important episode in Napoleonic military history. Volume III covers the period from
September 1809 to December 1810, when the French were consolidating their hold on Spain,
crushing resistance and attempting to drive the British out of Portugal. However, they could not
wholly defeat their opponents. The forces of the Spanish Regency Council, with British and
Portuguese aid, held out against the siege of Cadiz. Wellington's Allied army fought a model
defensive battle at Bussaco, stalling the French drive into Portugal and enabling the British and
Portuguese forces to retire to the shelter of the Torres Vedras fortifications. Here the Allies' defence
led to a strategic victory, blunting the French offensive, and ultimately forcing the French to
abandon their invasion.

history of the peninsular war: A History Of The Peninsular War; Volume 1 Charles Oman,
2022-10-26 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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