crossing to safety wallace stegner

Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner: A Timeless Exploration of Friendship and
Belonging

crossing to safety wallace stegner is more than just a novel; it’s a profound
journey into the intricacies of human connections, the passage of time, and
the delicate balance between self and others. Wallace Stegner’s 1987 work
stands out as a literary gem that captures the essence of friendship, love,
and the search for a place where one truly belongs. For readers and
literature enthusiasts alike, understanding the nuances of this novel offers
not only a glimpse into Stegner’s masterful storytelling but also timeless
insights into life’s enduring challenges.

The Heart of Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner

At its core, Crossing to Safety is an intimate portrayal of two couples whose
lives intertwine over decades. The story primarily revolves around Larry and
Sally Morgan, and Sid and Charity Lang. Stegner delves deep into their
relationships, highlighting how friendship can be both a source of joy and a
wellspring of complexity. The novel’s setting in Vermont and Wisconsin
provides a serene backdrop, symbolizing a crossing from turbulence to safety
— both literal and metaphorical.

What makes Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner’s standout novel is its subtle
examination of human vulnerability. Instead of dramatic plot twists, the
narrative relies on the emotional truths of its characters. This approach
invites readers to reflect on their own relationships and the moments that
define them.

Exploring Key Themes in Crossing to Safety

The Power of Friendship and Loyalty

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is the way it explores
friendship as a dynamic, evolving force. Unlike superficial acquaintances,
the bonds between the Morgans and the Langs reveal layers of loyalty,
sacrifice, and understanding. Stegner uses their friendship to show how
people can profoundly influence each other’s lives.

The novel challenges the reader to consider:

e How do friendships change over time?



e What does it mean to support someone through hardship?

e Can friendship offer a refuge from life’s uncertainties?

The Search for Home and Identity

In Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner subtly weaves the theme of belonging.
Both couples grapple with personal ambitions, failures, and the desire to
find a place where they feel secure. The “safety” in the title reflects not
just physical security but emotional and psychological sanctuary.

This theme resonates deeply because it mirrors a universal human experience:
the quest for a homeland, whether that is a geographic place, a community, or
a state of mind.

Time’'s Passage and Memory

Stegner’s narrative technique emphasizes the fluidity of time. The story
moves back and forth across years, revealing how memories shape present
moments. This non-linear storytelling enriches the reading experience and
underscores the impermanence of life.

Readers are invited to reflect on how memories act as bridges, connecting
past joys and sorrows with current realities.

Wallace Stegner’s Writing Style and Its Impact

Wallace Stegner’s prose in Crossing to Safety is characterized by its
elegance, clarity, and emotional depth. His descriptive passages capture the
quiet beauty of New England landscapes, while his dialogue feels authentic
and revealing.

Why Stegner’s Style Resonates

- **Subtlety over spectacle:** Stegner avoids melodrama, instead favoring
nuanced character development.

- **Rich character insights:** He delves into the psychology of his
characters with empathy.

- **Lyrical descriptions:** The natural settings are painted vividly,
enhancing the novel’s contemplative mood.



This style allows readers to become fully immersed in the characters’ lives,
making the emotional payoffs more impactful.

How Crossing to Safety Reflects Broader
Literary Traditions

Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner sits comfortably within the tradition of
American literary realism while also incorporating elements of memoir and
reflective essay. Its focus on middle-class life, moral dilemmas, and
interpersonal relationships connects it to works by authors such as Jane
Austen and John Steinbeck.

Influence of Stegner’s Own Life

Understanding Stegner’s background as a historian, environmentalist, and
educator helps contextualize the novel. His deep appreciation for nature and
place shines through the vivid settings, while his interest in the human
condition informs the philosophical undercurrents.

Tips for Readers Approaching Crossing to Safety

For those new to Stegner or the novel itself, here are some helpful tips to
enhance the reading experience:

1. Take your time: The novel’s richness comes through in its subtle
details, so savor the prose rather than rushing.

2. Reflect on relationships: Pay close attention to the evolving dynamics
between the couples and what they reveal about loyalty.

3. Notice the setting: The changing seasons and locations are symbolic and
worth contemplating.

4. Embrace the non-linear narrative: Allow yourself to move back and forth
in time, recognizing how memories influence the present.

The Legacy of Crossing to Safety Wallace



Stegner

Since its publication, Crossing to Safety has garnered praise for its
heartfelt portrayal of friendship and the human spirit. It has become a
beloved classic in American literature circles and continues to inspire
readers seeking stories that celebrate resilience and connection.

Stegner’s ability to capture the quiet moments that make life meaningful
ensures that Crossing to Safety remains relevant, inviting each generation to
find their own interpretation of safety and belonging.

Whether you’re drawn to literary fiction, interested in themes of friendship,
or simply in search of a moving narrative, Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner
offers a timeless exploration that resonates long after the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Crossing to Safety' by
Wallace Stegner?

‘Crossing to Safety' explores themes of friendship, loyalty, and the passage
of time through the deep bond between two couples over several decades.

Who are the central characters in 'Crossing to
Safety'?

The central characters are the Narraways, a modest academic couple, and the
Langs, a wealthy and charismatic couple, whose friendship forms the core of
the novel.

How does Wallace Stegner portray friendship in
'Crossing to Safety'?

Stegner portrays friendship as a complex and evolving relationship that
provides support, challenges, and growth, highlighting its enduring
significance amidst life's changes.

What role does setting play in 'Crossing to Safety'?

The setting, primarily at a university town and later in Vermont, symbolizes
stability and change, reflecting the characters' personal journeys and the
passage of time.



Is 'Crossing to Safety' based on Wallace Stegner's
own experiences?

While not strictly autobiographical, the novel draws on Stegner's own life
experiences and observations of academic life and friendships.

Why is 'Crossing to Safety' considered a significant
work in American literature?

'Crossing to Safety' is acclaimed for its insightful portrayal of human
relationships, elegant prose, and its profound meditation on life, love, and
mortality.

Additional Resources

Crossing to Safety: An Analytical Exploration of Wallace Stegner’s Literary
Masterpiece

crossing to safety wallace stegner stands as a poignant exploration of
friendship, loyalty, and the human condition, encapsulated through the
intimate portrayal of two couples over several decades. Wallace Stegner’s
novel, often celebrated for its profound character development and reflective
narrative style, delves into themes of trust, personal growth, and the
complexities inherent in relationships. This review seeks to dissect the
layers of Stegner’s work, evaluating its narrative structure, thematic depth,
and enduring impact in American literature.

In-depth Analysis of Crossing to Safety by
Wallace Stegner

At its core, *Crossing to Safety* is a novel centered around the intertwined
lives of Larry and Sally Morgan and their close friends, Sid and Charity
Lang. Stegner’s narrative spans from their youthful academic days to the
later stages of their lives, offering a panoramic view of friendship’s
evolution under the strains of time, ambition, and personal tragedy. The
title itself, “Crossing to Safety,” metaphorically represents the quest for
emotional security and stability amid life’s uncertainties—a recurring motif
that enriches the novel’s thematic resonance.

Stegner’s prose is distinguished by its subtlety and nuance, avoiding
melodrama while still capturing the emotional intensity that defines the
characters’ experiences. The narrative oscillates between past and present, a
structural choice that deepens readers’ understanding of character
motivations and the consequences of their choices. This temporal fluidity
allows Stegner to examine how memories shape identity and how the past
continually informs the present.



Characterization and Interpersonal Dynamics

One of the novel’s most lauded features is its intricate character
development. Both couples—Larry and Sally Morgan, Sid and Charity Lang—are
crafted with psychological depth and authenticity. Larry, a writer by
profession, embodies introspection and sensitivity, while Sid’s pragmatic and
steady nature contrasts sharply yet complements his wife Charity’s vibrant
and complex personality. Their friendship, marked by unwavering loyalty, also
exposes vulnerabilities and the occasional fractures that test their bonds.

This dynamic creates fertile ground for exploring themes such as trust,
forgiveness, and the inevitability of change. Stegner highlights how shared
history does not guarantee permanence in relationships but insists on the
continuous effort required to sustain them. The subtle tensions and
reconciliations between characters provide a realistic portrayal of human
connection, steering clear of simplistic resolutions.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

*Crossing to Safety* is rich in thematic content, with Stegner weaving motifs
of home, belonging, and the passage of time throughout the narrative. The
novel'’s settings—primarily academic towns in the Midwest and East Coast-—serve
as backdrops that underscore the characters’ internal landscapes. The
recurring imagery of crossing rivers or bridges symbolizes transitions and
the characters’ ongoing search for safe harbors amid life’s vicissitudes.

Moreover, the novel addresses the tension between personal ambition and
relational commitments. Larry and Sally’s academic and creative pursuits
often contrast with Sid and Charity’s more grounded existence, reflecting
divergent approaches to life’s challenges. Through this juxtaposition,
Stegner probes the costs and rewards of different life paths, inviting
readers to reflect on the balance between self-fulfillment and communal ties.

Comparative Context within Wallace Stegner’s
Oeuvre

When situating *Crossing to Safety* within Wallace Stegner’s broader body of
work, it becomes evident that the novel encapsulates many recurring concerns
in his writing. Known as the “Dean of Western Writers,” Stegner often
explored themes related to place, identity, and the American experience.
However, unlike his more regionally focused novels such as *Angle of Repose*
or *The Big Rock Candy Mountain*, *Crossing to Safety* adopts a more intimate
lens, prioritizing psychological insight over expansive historical
narratives.



This focus on personal relationships and moral complexity has led critics to
regard *Crossing to Safety* as one of Stegner’s most accessible and
emotionally resonant works. It diverges from traditional Western motifs by
concentrating on the interior lives of academics and writers, thus broadening
the scope of American literary fiction in the late 20th century.

Pros and Cons of Crossing to Safety

* Pros:

o Deeply nuanced character portrayals that foster empathy and
reflection.

o Elegant prose that balances narrative clarity with lyrical quality.
o Timeless themes that resonate with readers across generations.

o Skillful use of non-linear storytelling to enrich thematic
complexity.

e Cons:

o The deliberate pacing might feel slow to readers accustomed to
plot-driven narratives.

o Some may find the focus on academic settings less relatable or
engaging.

o The subtlety of emotional conflict may be perceived as understated,
lacking dramatic tension.

Crossing to Safety’s Legacy and Relevance Today

Decades after its publication, *Crossing to Safety* continues to be
celebrated in literary circles and academic syllabi, attesting to its
enduring relevance. Its exploration of friendship’s fragility and resilience
offers insights that remain pertinent in contemporary discourses on human
relationships. Furthermore, the novel’s reflection on life’s impermanence and
the pursuit of stability strikes a universal chord, making it a valuable text
for readers and scholars alike.



The enduring appeal of *crossing to safety wallace stegner* lies in its
ability to transcend its period setting and speak to fundamental human
experiences. As society increasingly grapples with issues of connection and
belonging in an era of rapid change, Stegner’s work invites renewed
consideration for the ways literature can illuminate the paths we take toward
emotional safety.

In essence, Wallace Stegner’s *Crossing to Safety* stands as a testament to

the power of friendship and the quiet heroism of everyday life, firmly
securing its place within the canon of American literary classics.

Crossing To Safety Wallace Stegner

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner, 2002-04-09
Introduction by Terry Tempest Williams Afterword by T. H. Watkins Called a “magnificently crafted
story . . . brimming with wisdom” by Howard Frank Mosher in The Washington Post Book World,
Crossing to Safety has, since its publication in 1987, established itself as one of the greatest and
most cherished American novels of the twentieth century. Tracing the lives, loves, and aspirations of
two couples who move between Vermont and Wisconsin, it is a work of quiet majesty, deep
compassion, and powerful insight into the alchemy of friendship and marriage.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Crossing to Safety Wallace Stegner, 1995-05-03 Called a
magnificently crafted story . . . brimming with wisdom by Howard Frank Mosher in The Washington
Post Book World, Crossing to Safety has, since its publication in 1987, established itself as one of the
greatest and most cherished American novels of the twentieth century. Tracing the lives, loves, and
aspirations of two couples who move between Vermont and Wisconsin, it is a work of quiet majesty,
deep compassion, and powerful insight into the alchemy of friendship and marriage. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Discussion Notes on Wallace Stegner's Crossing to Safety
Julie Savage, 1999

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-10-05 SuperSummary,
a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 56-page guide for Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner includes detailed
chapter summaries and analysis covering 22 chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Friendship and Love and Memory and
Imperfection.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Crossing the Driftless Lynne Diebel, 2015-03-24 Both a
traveler's tale of a 359-mile canoe trip and an exploration of the dramatic environment of the Upper
Midwest's Driftless region, following the streams of geologic and human history.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: The Disciplined Heart Caroline J. Simon, 1997-03-25
Often what passes for love is a product of self-deception and wishful thinking. Genuine love,
according to philosopher Caroline J. Simon, must be based on knowledge of reality, and Christianity
affirms that reality includes not just who people are but the unfolding story of who God intends them
to be. Taking the use of narrative seriously, The Disciplined Heart draws on works of literature to
display a Christian understanding of love in its various forms: love of self, love of neighbor,
friendship, romantic love, and marital love. Using instances of love and its counterfeits in novels and
short stories by such authors as Flannery O'Connor, Leo Tolstoy, George Eliot, and F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Simon constructs an account of love's joys and obligations that both charms and
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instructs. Learned, astute, and elegantly written, The Disciplined Heart is a groundbreaking work at
the intersection of theology, philosophy, and literary analysis.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: The Big Rock Candy Mountain Wallace Stegner,
2017-11-28 Bo Mason, his wife, Elsa, and their two boys live a transient life of poverty and despair.
Drifing from town to town and from state to state, the violent, ruthless Bo seeks outhis fortune--in
the hotel business, on new farmland, and, eventually, in illegal rum-running through the
threacherous back roads of the American Northwest. Bo chases after the promise of the American
dream through Minnesota, the Dakotas, Saskatchewan, Montana, Utah and Nevada, but ultimately
there is no escaping the devastating reach of the Depression and his own ruinous fate. In this
affecting narrative, a defining masterpiece by the dean of Western writers (The New York Times),
Wallace Stegner portrays more than three decades in the life of the Mason family as they struggle to
survivle during the lean years of the early twentieth century. With an introduction by Robert Stone.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: A Companion to the Regional Literatures of America
Charles L. Crow, 2008-04-15 The Blackwell Companion to American Regional Literature is the most
comprehensive resource yet published for study of this popular field. The most inclusive survey yet
published of American regional literature. Represents a wide variety of theoretical and historical
approaches. Surveys the literature of specific regions from California to New England and from
Alaska to Hawaii. Discusses authors and groups who have been important in defining regional
American literature.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Reading the Seasons Germaine Leece, Sonya Tsakalakis,
2021-03-30 It's an old cliché that books 'transport you'; but as any avid reader will tell you, there's
far more to them than that. Alongside comfort and retreat, books offer insight into ourselves and
others; they tell us how the world is, was or might be; they are windows into other worlds, whose
meanings resonate through the ages. It's this multiplicity that is at the heart of bibliotherapy, the
ancient practice of reading for therapeutic effect. Reading the Seasons charts the evolution of a
friendship through candid letters between bibliotherapists Germaine Leece and Sonya Tsakalakis.
Ignited by a shared love of reading, of finding a book for every occasion, every emotion - both for
themselves and for their clients - their conversations soon confront life's ups and downs. The authors
they reach for range from Stephen King to Javier Marias, Helen Garner to Maggie O'Farrell, as they
reflect upon loss, change, parenting, careers, simple pleasures, travel, successes, fears and
uncertainty. Reading the Seasons not only offers an entryway to new titles but affirms the power of
books to console, heal and hold us together as friends and as individuals.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Growing up in California Bob Phillips, 2009

crossing to safety wallace stegner: The Best Medicine Bruce L. Gewertz, Dave C. Logan,
2014-12-10 This volume provides a theoretical framework for visionary leadership as well as specific
management techniques to achieve success. The authors focus on maintaining a consistent set of
behavioral characteristics for both the leader and the organization as a whole. The text is written in
a conversational style using the authors' personal experiences and case studies to illustrate the
principles and practices of successful leaders. When helpful, the large body of observational work on
professional group dynamics is referenced. The text also provides ideal supplemental material for
the many leadership programs offered by physician organizations and health care systems
Developed by an accomplished physician leader from one of the nation's finest hospital systems and
an experienced professor of business, The Best Medicine: A Physician’s Guide to Effective
Leadership is of great value to physicians of all levels who are interested in improving their
understanding of leadership styles and tactics.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: The Novel Cure Ella Berthoud, Susan Elderkin, Indrajit
Hazra, 2014-08-01 Whether you have a stubbed toe or a stubborn case of the blues, within these
pages you'll find a cure in the form of a novel - or a combination of novels - to help ease your pain.
You'll also find advice on how to tackle common reading ailments - such as what to do when you feel
overwhelmed by the number of books in the world, or if you have a tendency to give up halfway
through. When read at the right moment in your life, a novel can - quite literally - change it, and The




Novel Cure is a reminder of that power. Written with authority, passion and wit, here is a fresh
approach to finding new books to read, and an enchanting way to revisit the books on your shelves.
crossing to safety wallace stegner: IN THE BEGINNING: Great Opening Lines From
Your Favorite Books Hans Bauer, 2023-11-04 Dear Reader, IN THE BEGINNING presents the
all-important first sentence of 1,000 famous and not-so-famous novels (plus a handful of short
stories). A smorgasbord of popular fiction from around the world, ideally, these opening lines will
have a tremendous attraction for lovers of literature everywhere. IN THE BEGINNING is more than
just a novelty book. Anyone who loves books not only enjoys being reminded of their favorites, but
also delights in finding a good one they’ve missed. Those who relish reading and writing will savor a
collection that brings back memories of beloved books, and often, the times in which they were read.
From Virginia Woolf to Tom Wolfe, from Edith Wharton to Stephen King, from Ernest Hemingway to
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, masterpieces of world literature are juxtaposed with trendy best-sellers,
romances with westerns, classics with cult favorites. Some lines are well-remembered, others rarely
recalled; still others are brilliant beginnings from relatively obscure books. But in every case, IN
THE BEGINNING confirms how powerful a sentence can be. Bumping into a familiar line from a
beloved novel fills the reader’s mind with imagery. (“The great fish moved silently through the night
water, propelled by short sweeps of its crescent tale.” (Jaws, by Peter Benchley). While dazzling
openers don’t guarantee a worthwhile novel, expectations run high when we’re introduced with:
“Paint me a railroad station then, ten minutes before dark.” (John Cheever’s Bullet Park) or “There
were 117 psychoanalysts on the Pan-Am flight to Vienna and I'd been psychoanalyzed by at least six
of them.” (Fear of Flying by Erica Jong). Some books reach their zenith with wonderful first lines
that are never matched: “I had this story from one that had no business to tell it to me, or to any
other.” That’s our initial meeting with the Tarzan series. Conversely, some rather mundane opening
lines are made better because we know the marvelous story that follows, like B. Traven’s Treasure of
the Sierra Madre: “The bench on which Dobbs was sitting was not so good.” Perhaps not truly
memorable, but a truly unforgettable character, and Bogie didn’t do badly by him either. Enjoy.
Hans Bauer

crossing to safety wallace stegner: The King's English Pb Betsy Burton, 2006-08-09 Betsy
Burton, one of the owners of The King's English Bookshop in Salt Lake City, Utah, shares anecdotes
from throughout the history of the store, discussing employees, author visits, and the joys and
challenges of running an independent bookstore, and including reading lists in a range of subject
areas.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: The Penguin Modern Classics Book Henry Eliot,
2021-11-18 The essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world For six decades the
Penguin Modern Classics series has been an era-defining, ever-evolving series of books,
encompassing works by modernist pioneers, avant-garde iconoclasts, radical visionaries and
timeless storytellers. This reader's companion showcases every title published in the series so far,
with more than 1,800 books and 600 authors, from Achebe and Adonis to Zamyatin and Zweig. It is
the essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world, and the companion volume to
The Penguin Classics Book. Bursting with lively descriptions, surprising reading lists, key literary
movements and over two thousand cover images, The Penguin Modern Classics Book is an invitation
to dive in and explore the greatest literature of the last hundred years.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Looking Back, Looking Forward John Pepper, 2017-08-28

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Sharenthood Leah A. Plunkett, 2020-12-08 From baby
pictures in the cloud to a high school's digital surveillance system: how adults unwittingly
compromise children's privacy online. Our children's first digital footprints are made before they can
walk—even before they are born—as parents use fertility apps to aid conception, post ultrasound
images, and share their baby's hospital mug shot. Then, in rapid succession come terabytes of baby
pictures stored in the cloud, digital baby monitors with built-in artificial intelligence, and real-time
updates from daycare. When school starts, there are cafeteria cards that catalog food purchases, bus
passes that track when kids are on and off the bus, electronic health records in the nurse's office,



and a school surveillance system that has eyes everywhere. Unwittingly, parents, teachers, and
other trusted adults are compiling digital dossiers for children that could be available to
everyone—friends, employers, law enforcement—forever. In this incisive book, Leah Plunkett
examines the implications of “sharenthood”—adults' excessive digital sharing of children's data. She
outlines the mistakes adults make with kids' private information, the risks that result, and the legal
system that enables “sharenting.” Plunkett describes various modes of sharenting—including
“commercial sharenting,” efforts by parents to use their families' private experiences to make
money—and unpacks the faulty assumptions made by our legal system about children, parents, and
privacy. She proposes a “thought compass” to guide adults in their decision making about children's
digital data: play, forget, connect, and respect. Enshrining every false step and bad choice, Plunkett
argues, can rob children of their chance to explore and learn lessons. The Internet needs to forget.
We need to remember.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Crossing Deirdre Nansen, 2019-09-20 A New York Times
Book Review Notable Book of the Year “I visited womanhood and stayed. It was not for the
pleasures, though I discovered many I had not imagined, and many pains too. But calculating
pleasures and pains was not the point. The point was who I am.” Once a golden boy of conservative
economics and a child of 1950s privilege, Deirdre McCloskey (formerly Donald) had wanted to
change genders from the age of eleven. But it was a different time, one hostile to any sort of straying
from the path—against gays, socialists, women with professions, men without hats, and so on—and
certainly against gender transition. Finally, in 1995, at the age of fifty-three, it was time for
McCloskey to cross the gender line. Crossing is the story of McCloskey’s dramatic and poignant
transformation from Donald to Dee to Deirdre. She chronicles the physical procedures and emotional
evolution required and the legal and cultural roadblocks she faced in her journey to womanhood. By
turns searing and humorous, this is the unflinching, unforgettable story of her transformation—what
she lost, what she gained, and the women who lifted her up along the way.

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Page Fright Harry Bruce, 2009-09-22 A witty round-up of
writers' habits that includes all the big names, such as Dickens, Flaubert, Tolstoy, Hemingway At
public events readers always ask writers how they write. The process fascinates them. Now they
have a very witty book that ranges around the world and throughout history to answer their
questions. All the great writers are here — Dickens, dashing off his work; Henry James dictating it;
Flaubert shouting each word aloud in the garden; Hemingway at work in cafés with his pencil. But
pencil or pen, trusty typewriter or computer, they all have their advocates. Not to mention the
writers who can only keep the words flowing by writing naked, or while walking or listening to music
— and generally obeying the most bizarre superstitions. On Shakespeare’s works: “Fantastic. And it
was all done with a feather!” — Sam Goldwyn “I write nude, seated on a thick towel, and perhaps
with a second towel around me.” — Paul West “I've never heard of anyone getting plumber’s block,
or traffic cop’s block.” — Allan Gurganus “I'm a drinker with a writing problem.” — Brendan Behan

crossing to safety wallace stegner: Cleanup Steve Shores, 2022-04-13 Imagine a runner,
deep into a marathon, who, instead of catching much-needed water bottles generously tossed by the
crowd, throws into the crowd toxicity balloons that burst on impact. This scenario pictures the
damaging offload that selfishness dumps into relationships. Scripture calls this selfishness the flesh,
and this book will show how repentance--a vital change of heart--drains the toxicity from
relationships and fosters a joyous self-giving otherwise known as love. The exhaustion of
defensiveness begins to lift. When love enters the bloodstream of relationships, our frantic striving
for safety and control gives way to fresh air, the hope of knowing and being known.
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