cane river by lalita tademy

Cane River by Lalita Tademy: A Journey Through History and Heritage

cane river by lalita tademy is more than just a historical novel; it's a vivid tapestry weaving
together the rich and complex experiences of African American women across generations. This
compelling narrative delves deep into the lives of Tademy’s own ancestors, bringing to life the
struggles, triumphs, and resilience that define a family’s legacy along the Cane River region of
Louisiana. If you've ever been intrigued by stories that blend personal history with broader social and
cultural movements, this novel offers a uniquely intimate glimpse into the American South’s past.

Understanding the Essence of Cane River by Lalita
Tademy

At its heart, Cane River is a multi-generational saga that spans over a century, tracing the lineage of
four remarkable women who navigate the turbulent waters of slavery, emancipation, and the
complexities of freedom. Lalita Tademy, an accomplished author and descendant of the characters in
her book, uses her narrative to honor the strength and determination of her foremothers. The story is
deeply rooted in historical authenticity, offering readers a powerful blend of fact and storytelling that
brings the Cane River community to life.

The Historical Backdrop of the Cane River Region

The Cane River area, nestled in Louisiana, is historically significant as a place where free people of
color carved out a unique existence during and after the era of slavery. Tademy’s novel paints a vivid
picture of this region’s social dynamics, highlighting the complexities of race, class, and identity in the
American South. Understanding this setting enriches the reading experience, as it contextualizes the
characters’ choices and challenges against the backdrop of a society in flux.

The Women Who Shape the Narrative

One of the novel’s most compelling aspects is its focus on the perseverance of women. From the
enslaved ancestors to the first generations of freed individuals, each woman'’s story is a testament to
resilience. Lalita Tademy explores themes of family, identity, love, and survival, showing how these
women maintained their dignity and forged paths forward despite overwhelming obstacles. Their
stories serve as a celebration of female strength and an exploration of heritage that resonates with
many readers.

The Literary Style and Impact of Cane River by Lalita



Tademy

Lalita Tademy’s writing style in Cane River is accessible yet rich with detail. She uses evocative prose
to bring historical moments to life, balancing descriptive imagery with emotional depth. The novel’s
structure—moving through different generations—allows readers to witness the evolution of both
family and society, making it a compelling read for those interested in historical fiction and African
American literature alike.

Blending Family History with Fiction

What sets Cane River apart is its foundation in real family history. Tademy’s meticulous research and
personal connection to the story add layers of authenticity absent in many historical novels. This
blend of memoir and novelistic storytelling creates a powerful narrative that educates as much as it
entertains. Readers often find themselves drawn to the genuine voices of the characters, whose lives
reflect broader themes of endurance and cultural identity.

Exploring Themes of Freedom and Identity

Freedom in Cane River is portrayed not simply as a legal status but as an ongoing struggle. The novel
explores how emancipation brought new challenges—economic, social, and personal—for African
American families. Tademy delves into questions of identity, belonging, and self-determination,
illustrating how her ancestors navigated a world that was often hostile yet filled with opportunities for
growth and community building.

Why Cane River by Lalita Tademy Resonates with
Readers Today

In today’s cultural climate, where conversations about race, history, and heritage are more vital than
ever, Cane River offers a poignant reminder of the roots that shape contemporary experiences. Its
exploration of generational trauma and triumph speaks to anyone interested in understanding the
complexities of American history from a deeply personal perspective.

Educational Value and Cultural Significance

Educators and book clubs frequently recommend Cane River for its rich historical content and
engaging narrative. The novel provides valuable insights into the lives of free people of color, the
legacy of slavery, and the enduring strength of family bonds. It's a powerful tool for fostering
empathy and understanding in discussions about race and history.



Tips for Readers Approaching Cane River

To fully appreciate Cane River, readers might consider supplementing their reading with some
background research on the Cane River area and the post-Civil War South. Understanding the
historical context enhances the emotional impact of the story. Additionally, taking notes on the
characters and their relationships can help track the family’s lineage and deepen engagement with
the narrative’s themes.

Exploring Related Works and Further Reading

If Cane River by Lalita Tademy sparks your interest in family sagas and African American history,
there are numerous other novels and historical accounts worth exploring. Works by authors like Alex
Haley, Toni Morrison, and Isabel Wilkerson offer complementary perspectives on similar themes of
identity, heritage, and resilience. Delving into these books can broaden your understanding of the
African American experience across different regions and time periods.

Books Similar to Cane River

* Roots by Alex Haley - A foundational family saga tracing African American ancestry from
slavery to freedom.

e Beloved by Toni Morrison - A powerful exploration of the haunting legacy of slavery and
maternal love.

e The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson - A nonfiction narrative about the Great
Migration and the impact on African American families.

These books, like Cane River, combine historical depth with compelling storytelling, offering readers
immersive experiences that illuminate the past and its influence on present identities.

Exploring Cane River by Lalita Tademy is not just about reading a novel; it’s an invitation to step into
a richly textured world where history is alive and personal stories echo through time. Through the
voices of her ancestors, Tademy reminds us of the enduring power of family, culture, and the human
spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Cane River' by Lalita Tademy?

The central theme of 'Cane River' is the exploration of African American heritage and the enduring
strength of family through generations, highlighting resilience in the face of slavery and segregation.



Is 'Cane River' based on a true story?

Yes, 'Cane River' is a historical novel based on the true story of Lalita Tademy's ancestors, tracing her
family history back to slavery in Louisiana.

What time periods does 'Cane River' cover?

The novel covers several time periods, primarily from the early 19th century through the early 20th
century, spanning multiple generations of Tademy's family.

Who are the main characters in 'Cane River'?

The main characters include four generations of strong African American women in Lalita Tademy's
family, starting with her great-great-grandmother Suzette, and continuing through her descendants.

How does Lalita Tademy incorporate historical facts into ‘Cane
River'?
Tademy weaves detailed historical research and family records into the narrative, blending

documented events with fictionalized dialogue and storytelling to bring her ancestors' experiences to
life.

What is the significance of the Cane River region in the novel?

The Cane River region in Louisiana is significant as the ancestral home of Tademy's family and serves
as the setting that reflects the cultural and historical backdrop of the African American experience in
the South.

How has 'Cane River' been received by readers and critics?

'‘Cane River' has been praised for its powerful storytelling, rich historical detail, and emotional depth,
resonating with readers interested in African American history and family sagas.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Cane River'?

Readers can learn about the importance of heritage, perseverance, and the strength of family bonds
in overcoming adversity, as well as gain insight into the complexities of race and identity in American
history.

Additional Resources
Cane River by Lalita Tademy: A Profound Exploration of Heritage and Identity

cane river by lalita tademy stands as a compelling work of historical fiction that delves deeply into
African American heritage, family legacy, and the complex social dynamics of the American South.
Published in 2001, this novel has garnered significant attention for its meticulous research, vivid
storytelling, and the way it weaves together personal and collective histories. Lalita Tademy, drawing
from her own family background, crafts a narrative that is both intimate and expansive, offering



readers a window into the lives of four generations of African American women in Louisiana.

In-depth Analysis of Cane River by Lalita Tademy

At its core, Cane River by Lalita Tademy is a multi-generational saga that chronicles the lives of four
women—Suzette, Sylvia, Patsy, and Lalita—who navigate the challenges and triumphs of post-Civil
War America through the early 20th century. The story is set against the backdrop of Cane River,
Louisiana, an area rich with history that includes plantations, slavery, and the complexities of race
relations.

One of the novel’s most striking features is its foundation in historical accuracy. Tademy invested
considerable effort into genealogical research, using family records and historical documents to
ensure authenticity. This dedication to factual detail enriches the narrative, allowing readers not only
to engage emotionally but also to gain a clearer understanding of the social and political realities of
the time.

The novel explores themes of resilience, identity, and the pursuit of freedom. Through the lives of her
characters, Tademy highlights how African American families forged their identities amidst a legacy of
slavery and discrimination. The portrayal of these women’s struggles and achievements underscores
the strength and agency often overlooked in historical accounts.

Historical Context and Setting

Cane River by Lalita Tademy is set primarily in the Cane River region of Louisiana, an area known for
its plantations and a significant Creole population. This geographical and cultural setting is pivotal to
the story, as it reflects the unique racial and social dynamics that shaped the characters' lives.

The novel begins in the post-Civil War era, a period marked by Reconstruction, the rise of Jim Crow
laws, and pervasive racial tensions. Tademy captures the atmosphere of uncertainty and
transformation, portraying how formerly enslaved individuals and their descendants navigated
newfound freedoms and systemic obstacles.

By situating her narrative in this locale and timeframe, Tademy offers insight into a specific slice of
American history that is often underrepresented in mainstream literature. The Cane River area serves
as more than a backdrop; it is a living character that influences and shapes the narrative.

Characterization and Family Legacy

A standout aspect of Cane River by Lalita Tademy is its rich character development. The four central
female protagonists each embody different responses to their circumstances—ranging from Suzette’s
resilience in the face of adversity to Lalita’s determination to preserve and honor her heritage.

The novel traces their lives through significant historical milestones, illustrating how family legacy is
sustained and transformed over generations. Tademy’s portrayal of these women challenges
stereotypes by presenting them as complex individuals with agency, intelligence, and emotional



depth.

This focus on family legacy resonates strongly with readers interested in genealogy and African
American history. It emphasizes the importance of remembering and documenting personal histories,
especially in communities where such records have often been neglected or erased.

Writing Style and Narrative Structure

Tademy’s writing style in Cane River is both accessible and evocative. She employs a straightforward
narrative voice that balances descriptive passages with dialogue and introspection. This approach
makes the historical content approachable without sacrificing literary quality.

The novel’s structure is chronological, moving through the successive generations in a way that
allows readers to see the evolution of the family and their environment. This linear progression aids in
understanding the cause-and-effect relationships between historical events and personal experiences.

While some critics note that the pacing occasionally slows during detailed historical explanations,
these moments serve to reinforce the novel’s educational value. The blend of storytelling and history
appeals to readers who seek both emotional engagement and factual insight.

Relevant Themes and Social Commentary

Cane River by Lalita Tademy extends beyond a family saga to offer broader social commentary on
race, class, and gender in America. The book confronts the enduring legacies of slavery and
segregation, revealing how these forces shaped individual destinies and community dynamics.

The novel highlights the intersectionality of race and gender, particularly in the experiences of African
American women who faced compounded discrimination. Through the characters’ struggles with
identity, education, and economic survival, Tademy addresses systemic barriers that persisted well
into the 20th century.

Moreover, Cane River by Lalita Tademy sheds light on the nuances of colorism and class within the
African American community itself. The depiction of Creole culture and the complexities of mixed-race
heritage complicate simplistic narratives about race, inviting readers to consider the varied realities of
African American identities.

Impact and Reception

Since its release, Cane River by Lalita Tademy has received acclaim for its heartfelt portrayal of
African American history and its contribution to the genre of historical fiction. The book has been
praised by literary critics and readers alike for its emotional resonance and educational merit.

It has also become a popular selection for book clubs, academic courses, and community discussions
focused on African American literature and history. The novel’s ability to humanize historical
experiences helps foster greater understanding and empathy.



On the other hand, some readers have commented on the novel’s sometimes didactic tone and the
length of certain historical passages. However, these aspects are often viewed as necessary trade-offs
for the depth of context provided.

Comparisons to Similar Works

In the realm of African American historical fiction, Cane River by Lalita Tademy shares thematic
similarities with works such as Alex Haley’s "Roots" and Toni Morrison’s "Beloved." Like these novels,
it explores the legacy of slavery and the search for identity across generations.

However, Tademy’s focus on the Creole culture of Louisiana and the specific genealogical approach
distinguishes Cane River from other family sagas. Its blend of personal memoir and extensive

historical research offers a unique perspective within the genre.

For readers interested in tracing family histories or understanding the socio-cultural fabric of the
American South, Cane River provides a distinctive and valuable narrative experience.

Who Should Read Cane River by Lalita Tademy?

This novel appeals to a diverse audience, including:

Readers of historical fiction seeking authentic and well-researched stories.

Those interested in African American history and genealogy.

Book clubs exploring themes of race, family, and resilience.

Students and educators looking for material on post-Civil War Southern history.

e Anyone drawn to multi-generational narratives with strong female protagonists.

Its accessibility and emotional depth make it suitable for both casual readers and academic study.

The enduring relevance of Cane River by Lalita Tademy lies in its capacity to connect past and
present, illuminating how history shapes individual and collective identities. Through its detailed
exploration of heritage, struggle, and survival, the novel invites ongoing reflection on the complexities
of American history.

Cane River By lLalita Tademy

cane river by lalita tademy: Red River Lalita Tademy, 2024-09-24 A riveting . . . illuminating . .


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-149/cane-river-by-lalita-tademy.pdf

. moving novel from the New York Times -bestselling author of Cane River, an Oprah Book Club
Summer Selection ( The Boston Globe ). For the newly-freed black residents of Colfax, Louisiana, the
beginning of Reconstruction promised them the right to vote, own property—and at last control their
own lives. Tademy saw a chance to start a school for his children and neighbors. His friend Israel
Smith was determined to start a community business and gain economic freedom. But in the space
of a day, marauding whites would take back Colfax in one of the deadliest cases of racial violence in
the South. In the bitter aftermath, Sam and Israel's fight to recover and build their dreams will draw
on the best they and their families have to give—and the worst they couldn't have foreseen. Sam's
hidden resilience will make him an unexpected leader, even as it puts his conscience and life on the
line. Israel finds ironic success—and the bitterest of betrayals. And their greatest challenge will be
to pass on to their sons and grandsons a proud heritage never forgotten—and the strength to meet
the demands of the past and future in their own unique ways. An unforgettable achievement, a
history brought to vibrant life through one of the most memorable families in fiction, Red River is
about fathers and sons, husbands and wives—and the hopeful, heartbreaking choices we all must
make to claim the legacy that is ours. Riveting . . . suspenseful . . . a skilled storyteller able to
present the past with power and poignancy. — USA Today

cane river by lalita tademy: Cane River Lalita Tademy, 2001-04-17 A New York Times
bestseller and Oprah's Book Club Pick-the unique and deeply moving saga of four generations of
African-American women whose journey from slavery to freedom begins on a Creole plantation in
Louisiana. Beginning with her great-great-great-great grandmother, a slave owned by a Creole
family, Lalita Tademy chronicles four generations of strong, determined black women as they battle
injustice to unite their family and forge success on their own terms. They are women whose lives
begin in slavery, who weather the Civil War, and who grapple with contradictions of emancipation,
Jim Crow, and the pre-Civil Rights South. As she peels back layers of racial and cultural attitudes,
Tademy paints a remarkable picture of rural Louisiana and the resilient spirit of one unforgettable
family. There is Elisabeth, who bears both a proud legacy and the yoke of bondage... her youngest
daughter, Suzette, who is the first to discover the promise-and heartbreak-of freedom... Suzette's
strong-willed daughter Philomene, who uses a determination born of tragedy to reunite her family
and gain unheard-of economic independence... and Emily, Philomene's spirited daughter, who fights
to secure her children's just due and preserve their dignity and future. Meticulously researched and
beautifully written, Cane River presents a slice of American history never before seen in such
piercing and personal detail.

cane river by lalita tademy: Citizens Creek Lalita Tademy, 2014-11-04 Buying his freedom
after serving as a translator during the American Indian wars, Cow Tom builds a remarkable life and
legacy that is sustained by his courageous granddaughter.

cane river by lalita tademy: Red River Lalita Tademy, 2008-01

cane river by lalita tademy: Cane River Grand Central Publishing, 2001-04-01

cane river by lalita tademy: CANE RIVER LALITA. TADEMY, 2001 A UNIQUE
ACCOMPLISHMENT, THIS IS HISTORY NEVER BEFORE TOLD, AN EPIC NOVEL OF FOUR
GENERATIONS OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMEN, A WORK BASED ON ONE FAMILY'S ACTUAL
METICULOUSLY RESEARCHED PAST--AND A BOOK WITH ENORMOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR US
ALL.

cane river by lalita tademy: THE Creole Book Janet Ravare Colson, 2012-04-05 This
publication traces the history, accomplishments and milestones of the Creole Center located at
Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, Louisiana. THE Creole Book presents a beginning
look at some of the Center's work and accomplishments. In its thirteen plus years of existence, the
Center has served not only the Creoles in Louisiana, but the national Creole public, scholars, and
anyone interested in the culture from around the world. It has paved the way for the long sought
after recognition of the unique and deserving Louisiana Creole culture. The Center has also become
the national Creole voice. To put it bluntly, Creoles can now be comfortable in declaring their
culture and heritage. It is the author's belief that this would not be possible without the work that



the Creole Center has done.

cane river by lalita tademy: Unheard Voices Malorie Blackman, 2011-03-31 In March 1807,
the British Parliament passed an Act making the trading and transportation of slaves illegal. It was
many years before slavery, as it was known then, was abolished, and slavery still continues today in
different ways, but it was a big step forward towards the empancipation of a people. Malorie
Blackman has drawn together some of the finest of today's writers and poets to contribute to this
important anthology. Their short stories and poems sit alongside first-hand accounts of slavery from
freed slaves, making a fascinating and absorbing collection that remembers and commemorates one
of the most brutal and long-lasting inflictions of misery that human beings have inflicted upon other
human beings.

cane river by lalita tademy: Cane River Scott Asburry Johnson, 2006 Beneath the surface of
Cane River, Texas, is a mystery that tangles the town like the vines that slither into yards and
swallow up houses. Early in the town's history, a little girl disappeared; now she makes appearances
with the vines, and Eugene Wheeler may be the only one who has the answer to the mystery. His son
Bill Wheeler returns to Cane River following the death of his wife and unborn child. He is lonely,
looking to reconnect with his crazy father and forget the pain of his loss. But strange occurrences
surround him. Phantom breezes in his apartment, strange voices from empty rooms, and a little girl
who wants more from him than he knows all follow him and only his father seems to know why. Bill
meets Sandy Duprie, but before their relationship can blossom, the strange little girl with the
too-wide smile takes something precious from them both, leading him on a journey of terror into the
heart of the Texas swamp that is Cane River.

cane river by lalita tademy: Oprah's The Life You Want Book Lover's Journal Oprah Daily,
2025-05-06 Join Oprah on a literary celebration in this guided reading journal featuring 100 writing
prompts that will help you discover and remember the power of great books. Also features
inspirational quotes and fascinating insights on every Oprah Book Club pick—straight from the
source! A really good book can transport you to a different world, motivate you to achieve your
dreams, challenge your assumptions, and connect you to yourself and others. In this beautiful and
inspirational guided journal, Oprah leads you through your reading journey, sharing her passion for
reading through personal stories, insights about books that have influenced her life, and thoughtful
prompts to help you capture your love of books. Inside you'll find: Ample space to reflect on the
books you've read and what you learned from them along with a place to record your to-be-read list
Oprah’s favorite books—including her 100+ Oprah’s Book Club picks and her favorite first
sentences—and why they mean so much to her Advice on starting your own book club or reading
group and conversation topics to spark discussions Inspiring quotes from Oprah and other thought
leaders that will guide your reading journey. A beautiful package includes a linen hardcover, ribbon
markers, beautiful color photos, and plenty of writing space for reflection. Throughout this journal,
readers will deepen their passion for reading and become inspired to share it with others. Oprah’s
Book Lover’s Journal is the perfect gift for yourself or a fellow reader.

cane river by lalita tademy: Black Intimacies Shirley Ann Hill, 2005 In Black Intimacies: A
Gender Perspective on Families and Relationships, Shirley A. Hill applies a gender lens to the
multiple systems of oppression that have shaped the lives of African American women and men. She
challenges the image of a monolithic black population, a legacy of the civil rights movement that she
argues is impossible to sustain in the postmodern era. Through a critique of intersectionality theory,
Hill examines the ways in which gender has affected experiences of intimacy, family relationships,
child rearing and motherhood for contemporary African Americans. Drawing on ethnographic
material, interviews, and scholarly research, Hill's work rethinks the cultural and historical
definitions of black identity, and reconceptualizes the various forms of oppression faced by black
women. This book will be useful to students and instructors of African American Studies, Gender
Studies, Sociology, Anthropology, Marriage and Family, and Social Work.

cane river by lalita tademy: Practice Issues in HIV/AIDS Services R Dennis Shelby, James D
Smith, Ronald ] Mancoske, 2004-09-02 Improve quality of life for patients with HIV/AIDS! Practice



Issues in HIV/AIDS Services: Empowerment-Based Models and Program Applications provides a
sound framework of intervention practices for case managers and care coordinators to help
HIV/AIDS patients live longer and healthier lives. This book focuses on client-based care that addre

cane river by lalita tademy: Ancestry magazine , 2002-07 Ancestry magazine focuses on
genealogy for today’s family historian, with tips for using Ancestry.com, advice from family history
experts, and success stories from genealogists across the globe. Regular features include “Found!”
by Megan Smolenyak, reader-submitted heritage recipes, Howard Wolinsky's tech-driven
“NextGen,” feature articles, a timeline, how-to tips for Family Tree Maker, and insider insight to new
tools and records at Ancestry.com. Ancestry magazine is published 6 times yearly by Ancestry Inc.,
parent company of Ancestry.com.

cane river by lalita tademy: The Civil War and the Summer of 2020 Hilary N. Green,
Andrew L. Slap, 2024-04-02 Investigates how Americans have remembered violence and resistance
since the Civil War, including Confederate monuments, historical markers, college classrooms, and
history books. George Floyd’s murder in the summer of 2020 sparked a national reckoning for the
United States that had been 400 years in the making. Millions of Americans took to the streets to
protest both the murder and the centuries of systemic racism that already existed among European
colonists but transformed with the arrival of the first enslaved African Americans in 1619. The
violence needed to enforce that systemic racism for all those years, from the slave driver’s whip to
state-sponsored police brutality, attracted the immediate attention of the protesters. The resistance
of the protesters echoed generations of African Americans’ resisting the violence and oppression of
white supremacy. Their opposition to violence soon spread to other aspects of systemic racism,
including a cultural hegemony built on and reinforcing white supremacy. At the heart of this white
supremacist culture is the memory of the Civil War era, when in 1861 8 million white Americans
revolted against their country to try to safeguard the enslavement of 4 million African Americans.
The volume has three interconnected sections that build on one another. The first section,
“Violence,” explores systemic racism in the Civil War era and now with essays on slavery, policing,
and slave patrols. The second section, titled “Resistance,” shows how African Americans resisted
violence for the past two centuries, with essays discussing matters including self-emancipation and
African American soldiers. The final section, “Memory,” investigates how Americans have
remembered this violence and resistance since the Civil War, including Confederate monuments and
historical markers. This volume is intended for nonhistorians interested in showing the intertwined
and longstanding connections between systemic racism, violence, resistance, and the memory of the
Civil War era in the United States that finally exploded in the summer of 2020.

cane river by lalita tademy: The Wednesday Sisters Meg Waite Clayton, 2009-05-05 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ Friendship, loyalty, and love lie at the heart of this beautifully written,
poignant, and sweeping novel of five women who, over the course of four decades, come to redefine
what it means to be family. “This generous and inventive book is a delight to read, an evocation of
the power of friendship to sustain, encourage, and embolden us. Join the sisterhood!”—Karen Joy
Fowler, author of The Jane Austen Book Club For thirty-five years, Frankie, Linda, Kath, Brett, and
Ally have met every Wednesday at the park near their homes in Palo Alto, California. Defined when
they first meet by what their husbands do, the young homemakers and mothers are far removed
from the Summer of Love that has enveloped most of the Bay Area in 1967. These “Wednesday
Sisters” seem to have little in common: Frankie is a timid transplant from Chicago, brutally blunt
Linda is a remarkable athlete, Kath is a Kentucky debutante, quiet Ally has a secret, and quirky,
ultra-intelligent Brett wears little white gloves with her miniskirts. But they are bonded by a shared
love of both literature—Fitzgerald, Eliot, Austen, du Maurier, Plath, and Dickens-and the Miss
America Pageant, which they watch together every year. As the years roll on and their children
grow, the quintet forms a writers circle to express their hopes and dreams through poems, stories,
and, eventually, books. Along the way, they experience history in the making: Vietnam, the race for
the moon, and a women’s movement that challenges everything they have ever thought about
themselves, while at the same time supporting one another through changes in their personal lives



brought on by infidelity, longing, illness, failure, and success. Humorous and moving, The
Wednesday Sisters is a literary feast for book lovers that earns a place among those popular works
that honor the joyful, mysterious, unbreakable bonds between friends.

cane river by lalita tademy: The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Historical Fiction Jennifer S.
Baker, 2015 Whether set in ancient Egypt, Feudal Japan, the Victorian Age, or Civil War-era
America, historical fiction places readers squarely at the center of fascinating times and places,
making it one of the most popular genres in contemporary publishing. The definitive resource for
librarians and other book professionals, this guideProvides an overview of historical fiction’s roots,
highlighting foundational classics, and explores the genre in terms of its scope and styleCovers the
latest and most popular authors and titlesDiscusses appeal characteristics and shows how librarians
can use a reader's favorite qualities to make suggestionsincludes lists of recommendations, with a
compendium of print and web-based resourcesOffers marketing tips for getting the word out to
readersEmphasizing an appreciation of historical fiction in its many forms and focusing on what fans
enjoy, this guide provides a fresh take on a durable genre.

cane river by lalita tademy: The Pulpwood Queen's Tiara-Wearing, Book-Sharing Guide to Life
Kathy Patrick, 2008-01-02 When licensed cosmetologist turned publisher's rep Kathy Patrick lost her
job due to industry cutbacks, she wasn't deterred. One year later, she opened Beauty and the Book,
the world's only combination beauty salon/bookstore. Soon after, she founded The Pulpwood Queens
of East Texas -- a reading group that dared to ask the question, Does a book club have to be snobby
to be serious? The idea spread like wildfire. Now there are about 70 chapters nationwide. The
overriding rule -- aside from wearing the club's official tiara, hot pink, and leopard print outfits -- is
that the groups must have fun. The club's mission: To get America reading. THE PULPWOOD
QUEENS' TTARA-WEARING, BOOK- SHARING GUIDE TO LIFE celebrates female friendship,
sisterhood, and the transformative power of reading. It includes life principles and motivational
anecdotes, hilarious and heart-warming stories of friendships among the Queens, and stories from
Kathy about the books that have inspired her throughout her life, complete with personalized
suggested book lists.

cane river by lalita tademy: The Day Freedom Died Charles Lane, 2008-03-04 The untold
story of the massacre of a Southern town'’s freedmen and a white lawyer’s battle to bring the killers
to justice: “Riveting.” —The New York Times Book Review Following the Civil War, Colfax,
Louisiana, was a town, like many, where African Americans and whites mingled uneasily. But on
April 13, 1873, a small army of white ex-Confederate soldiers, enraged after attempts by freedmen
to assert their new rights, killed more than sixty African Americans who had occupied a courthouse.
With skill and tenacity, the Washington Post’s Charles Lane transforms this nearly forgotten incident
into a riveting historical saga. Seeking justice for the slain, one brave US attorney, James Beckwith,
risked his life and career to investigate and punish the perpetrators—but they all went free. What
followed was a series of courtroom dramas that culminated at the Supreme Court, where the
justices’ verdict compromised the victories of the Civil War and left Southern blacks at the mercy of
violent whites for generations. The Day Freedom Died is an electrifying piece of historical detective
work that captures a gallery of characters from presidents to townspeople, and re-creates the bloody
days of Reconstruction, when the often-brutal struggle for equality moved from the battlefield into
communities across the nation. “Thoroughly readable, carefully documented.” —Publishers Weekly
(starred review) “Fascinating.” —New Orleans Times-Picayune “An electrifying piece of historical
reporting.” —Tucson Citizen

cane river by lalita tademy: Write That Book Already! Sam Barry, Kathi Kamen Goldmark,
2010-05-18 From the foreword by Maya Angelou: [T]he joy they promise in their prose makes me
glad that I and other writers have been willing to make good writing our aim, and even great writing
our dream. How do I get my book published? Good question. Lucky for you, publishing insiders Sam
Barry and Kathi Kamen Goldmark have laid out the blueprint for what you want - your book. From
transforming an idea into a manuscript to finding an agent to working with an editor to marketing
your book, BookPage's Author Enablers are here to assist you every step of the way. And they've




brought some backup with original insight from literary superstars like Stephen King, Amy Tan, Rita
Mae Brown, and more. It's everything you would ever want - and need - to know about the industry
from the inside out.

cane river by lalita tademy: The Souls of Mixed Folk Michele Elam, 2011-02-21 The Souls of
Mixed Folk examines representations of mixed race in literature and the arts that redefine new
millennial aesthetics and politics. Focusing on black-white mixes, Elam analyzes expressive
works—novels, drama, graphic narrative, late-night television, art installations—as artistic rejoinders
to the perception that post-Civil Rights politics are bereft and post-Black art is apolitical. Reorienting
attention to the cultural invention of mixed race from the social sciences to the humanities, Elam
considers the creative work of Lezley Saar, Aaron McGruder, Nate Creekmore, Danzy Senna, Colson
Whitehead, Emily Raboteau, Carl Hancock Rux, and Dave Chappelle. All these writers and artists
address mixed race as both an aesthetic challenge and a social concern, and together, they gesture
toward a poetics of social justice for the mulatto millennium. The Souls of Mixed Folk seeks a middle
way between competing hagiographic and apocalyptic impulses in mixed race scholarship, between
those who proselytize mixed race as the great hallelujah to the race problem and those who can only
hear the alarmist bells of civil rights destruction. Both approaches can obscure some of the more
critically astute engagements with new millennial iterations of mixed race by the multi-generic
cohort of contemporary writers, artists, and performers discussed in this book. The Souls of Mixed
Folk offers case studies of their creative work in an effort to expand the contemporary idiom about
mixed race in the so-called post-race moment, asking how might new millennial expressive forms
suggest an aesthetics of mixed race? And how might such an aesthetics productively reimagine the
relations between race, art, and social equity in the twenty-first century?
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