april 1865 the month that saved
america

**April 1865: The Month That Saved America**

april 1865 the month that saved america stands as a pivotal moment in the
nation's history, marking the dramatic climax of the American Civil War and
the beginning of a new chapter for the United States. It was a period filled
with profound change, heartbreak, and hope. Understanding the events of this
transformative month helps us appreciate how close the country came to
fracturing irreparably—and how, ultimately, it was saved from such a fate.

The Turning Point of the Civil War

The Civil War, raging since 1861, had ravaged the country for four brutal
years by the time April 1865 arrived. This month witnessed a series of
decisive military and political events that would seal the fate of the
Confederacy and preserve the Union. The phrase "april 1865 the month that
saved america" captures this moment when the war's end was finally in sight,
and the Union’s victory ensured the survival of the United States as a
single, united nation.

The Fall of Richmond

One of the most significant developments in April 1865 was the fall of
Richmond, Virginia, the Confederate capital. After years of siege and battle,
Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant finally broke through Confederate
defenses. On April 3, 1865, Union troops entered Richmond, signaling the
collapse of Confederate political power. The fall of Richmond was more than a
military victory; it symbolized the disintegration of the Confederate cause
and the hope for reunification.

Lee’s Surrender at Appomattox Court House

Perhaps the most defining moment of april 1865 the month that saved america
came just days after Richmond fell. On April 9, General Robert E. Lee
surrendered to General Grant at Appomattox Court House, effectively ending
the Civil War. This surrender was not just a military formality-it was a
turning point that prevented further bloodshed and paved the way for
reconciliation.

The terms of surrender were generous, reflecting Grant’s desire to heal the
nation rather than humiliate the defeated South. Soldiers were allowed to



return home with their horses and sidearms, fostering goodwill and
encouraging peace. This magnanimity helped set the tone for the difficult
process of Reconstruction that would follow.

The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln

While april 1865 the month that saved america brought hope with the end of
the war, it also plunged the nation into mourning with the assassination of
President Abraham Lincoln. Just days after Lee’s surrender, on April 14,
Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth during a theater performance at Ford’s
Theatre in Washington, D.C.

The Impact on a Nation

Lincoln’s assassination was a devastating blow to a country already weary
from war. As the leader who had navigated the Union through its darkest days,
Lincoln’s death threatened to destabilize the fragile peace. His vision for
reconciliation and healing was cut short, leading to a more turbulent and
contentious Reconstruction period under his successor, Andrew Johnson.

The nation’s grief was palpable, and Lincoln’s legacy as the Great
Emancipator and unifier of the Union was cemented in the collective American
consciousness. The shock of his assassination underscored just how fragile
the peace was, and how much work remained to truly save America.

The Emancipation of Enslaved People

April 1865 also symbolized a critical moment in the journey toward freedom
for millions of enslaved African Americans. While the Emancipation
Proclamation had been issued two years earlier, it was the collapse of the
Confederacy that made emancipation a reality across the southern states.

Freedom Realized

As Union armies advanced, enslaved people seized the opportunity to escape
bondage and claim their freedom. The month of April saw many formerly
enslaved people beginning new lives, asserting rights, and contributing to
the redefinition of American society. The liberation of enslaved people was a
cornerstone of the month’s significance, underscoring how april 1865 the
month that saved america was not just about preserving the Union but about
transforming it.



The 13th Amendment and Legal Abolition of Slavery

Although the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery throughout the United
States, was ratified later in December 1865, the events of April set the
stage for this historic change. The military victories and Lincoln’s
leadership, despite his death, created the political momentum necessary for
the formal end of slavery. April 1865, therefore, represents both a military
and moral victory for the nation.

Rebuilding a Broken Nation

The end of active conflict in April 1865 did not instantly resolve the deep
divisions within the United States. Instead, it marked the beginning of a
difficult journey toward rebuilding and healing. April 1865 the month that
saved america also serves as a reminder of the challenges that followed
victory on the battlefield.

The Challenges of Reconstruction

With the war over, the country faced the enormous task of reintegrating the
southern states and addressing the rights of newly freed African Americans.
The political landscape was fraught with tension, and the decisions made in
this period would shape American society for generations.

Reconstruction policies aimed to rebuild the South’s economy and
infrastructure, but they also sparked fierce debates over civil rights and
federal authority. The successes and failures of this era continue to
influence discussions about race, equality, and justice in the United States.

Lessons from April 1865

Reflecting on april 1865 the month that saved america highlights several
important lessons. It shows how leadership, both military and political, can
steer a country through its darkest hours. It also reveals the fragile nature
of peace and the work required to maintain unity after conflict.

Moreover, April 1865 teaches us about resilience and hope-the idea that even
after immense suffering, a nation can come together to rebuild and strive for
a better future.



The Enduring Legacy of April 1865

More than 150 years later, the events of April 1865 resonate deeply in
American history. This month not only ended a devastating war but also set
the foundation for the modern United States. The preservation of the Union,
the abolition of slavery, and the beginning of a new era in civil rights all
trace back to this critical period.

Whether seen through the lens of military strategy, political change, or
social transformation, april 1865 the month that saved america remains a
powerful symbol of unity and renewal. It reminds us that even in moments of
great crisis, the actions taken can determine the future of a nation.

By examining this historic month closely, we gain a richer understanding of
the complexities of American history and the enduring struggle to achieve
justice, equality, and national unity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event in April 1865 1s considered
to have saved America?

The surrender of Confederate General Robert E. Lee to Union General Ulysses
S. Grant at Appomattox Court House in April 1865 marked the effective end of
the Civil War, which helped preserve the United States as one nation.

How did the surrender at Appomattox Court House
impact the United States?

The surrender led to the collapse of the Confederacy, ending the Civil War
and paving the way for national reunification and the abolition of slavery,
thus saving the United States from permanent division.

What were the key battles that took place in April
18657

Key battles in April 1865 included the Battle of Five Forks and the Battle of
Sailor's Creek, which were crucial in weakening the Confederate forces
leading up to their surrender.

Why is April 1865 often called the month that saved
America?

Because it was the month when the Civil War concluded with the Confederacy's
surrender, preventing the permanent split of the nation and ensuring the



survival of the United States.

What happened to President Abraham Lincoln in April
18657

President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth on April 14,
1865, just days after the Confederate surrender, which deeply affected the
nation's healing process.

How did Lincoln’s assassination impact the post-war
reconstruction efforts?

Lincoln’s assassination created uncertainty and led to a more contentious
Reconstruction period under his successor Andrew Johnson, affecting the
process of reunification and civil rights.

What role did General Ulysses S. Grant play in April
18657

General Grant was the commanding Union general who accepted General Lee’s
surrender, effectively ending the Civil War and beginning the process of
restoring peace in America.

How did the end of the Civil War in April 1865
affect slavery in America?

The surrender marked the beginning of the end for slavery in America, as it
allowed for the enforcement of the Emancipation Proclamation and later the
passage of the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery.

What was the significance of the Confederate
surrender terms in April 18657?

The surrender terms offered by General Grant were generous, allowing
Confederate soldiers to return home peacefully, which helped promote national
reconciliation and prevented further bloodshed.

Additional Resources
April 1865: The Month That Saved America

april 1865 the month that saved america stands as a pivotal chapter in the
nation’s history, marking the culmination of the American Civil War and
shaping the trajectory of the United States. This singular month witnessed a
series of decisive events that not only ended the bloodiest conflict on
American soil but also laid the groundwork for national reunification and the



abolition of slavery. Exploring the complex dynamics of April 1865 reveals
how this brief period became a fulcrum on which the fate of the nation
turned.

The Final Days of the Civil War

As April 1865 dawned, the Confederacy was crumbling under relentless pressure
from Union forces. The months leading up to April had seen General Ulysses S.
Grant’s northern armies push deep into Virginia, steadily eroding Confederate
resistance. Meanwhile, General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was
increasingly isolated and depleted. The strategic importance of April 1865
lies in the fact that it encapsulates the final military engagements that
effectively ended the Civil War.

The surrender of Lee’s forces at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, is
often highlighted as a defining moment of this month. This act effectively
signaled the collapse of the Confederacy’s military resistance. Lee’s
decision to surrender was not merely a military capitulation but also a
symbolic gesture that saved countless lives by preventing further prolonged
conflict. The terms of surrender were notably generous, aimed at fostering
reconciliation rather than retribution—a critical factor in the post-war
healing process.

The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln

While April 1865 saw the military conclusion of the war, the month was also
marked by one of the most tragic events in American history: the
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on April 14. Shot by John Wilkes
Booth at Ford’s Theatre, Lincoln’s death sent shockwaves through the nation.
The loss of the president at such a critical juncture threatened to
destabilize the fragile peace process.

Lincoln’s assassination underscored the deep divisions and unresolved
tensions that persisted even as the war ended. However, it also galvanized
the Union cause and underscored the necessity of a robust approach to
Reconstruction. The event, tragic as it was, paradoxically helped to unify
Northern sentiment around preserving the Union and ensuring the abolition of
slavery’s legacy.

April 1865’'s Role in Shaping Reconstruction

The end of active hostilities in April 1865 did not equate to immediate
national harmony. The month set the stage for the complex and often
contentious period known as Reconstruction. With the Confederacy defeated,
the Union faced the immense task of reintegrating Southern states, rebuilding



the shattered economy, and securing civil rights for newly freed African
Americans.

April 1865 the month that saved america also represents a turning point in
federal policy toward the South. The transition from war to peace required
new legal frameworks and social reforms. The Thirteenth Amendment, ratified
in December 1865 but debated intensely during these months, abolished slavery
throughout the United States. This legal milestone, rooted in the events of
April, was an essential step toward redefining American identity and
citizenship.

Military and Political Repercussions

The cessation of combat operations in April drastically altered the military
landscape. Union troops began the process of occupying Southern territories,
enforcing new federal laws, and protecting the rights of freedmen. The
disarmament of Confederate forces and the capture of key leaders during this
period prevented any immediate resurgence of rebellion.

Politically, April 1865 catalyzed shifts in leadership and policy. Andrew
Johnson’s ascension to the presidency following Lincoln’s death introduced a
new dynamic in Reconstruction efforts. Johnson’s approach was more lenient
toward the South, which eventually sparked significant conflict with Radical
Republicans in Congress who sought harsher measures and greater protections
for freed slaves.

The Socioeconomic Impact of April 1865

Beyond military and political outcomes, April 1865 the month that saved
america had profound socioeconomic implications. The destruction wrought by
years of civil war left Southern infrastructure devastated, economies in
ruin, and millions displaced. Yet, the conclusion of hostilities opened
avenues for economic recovery and transformation.

The abolition of slavery dismantled the foundation of the Southern economy,
forcing a reevaluation of labor systems. Sharecropping and tenant farming
emerged as dominant models, both fraught with challenges but essential for
stabilizing agricultural production. The federal government’s efforts to
support freedmen through institutions like the Freedmen’s Bureau began during
this time, attempting to address education, health care, and legal rights for
African Americans.

Public Sentiment and National Identity

Public morale in April 1865 was a complex mix of relief, grief, and



uncertainty. The joy over the Union victory was tempered by the nation’s
mourning for Lincoln and the immense human cost of the war. Newspapers of the
era reflected these sentiments, with headlines celebrating peace but also
contemplating the difficult road ahead.

The month also saw a redefinition of American national identity. The concept
of a united nation, indivisible and committed to liberty and equality, was
given renewed emphasis. Memorials, speeches, and public ceremonies during and
following April 1865 reinforced this emerging narrative, helping to solidify
the Union’s ideological victory alongside its military success.

Key Events 1in April 1865 That Changed America

e April 3: Union forces capture Richmond, the Confederate capital,
signaling the collapse of Confederate governance.

e April 9: General Robert E. Lee surrenders at Appomattox Court House,
effectively ending the Civil War.

e April 14: President Abraham Lincoln is assassinated by John Wilkes
Booth, shocking the nation.

e April 26: Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston surrenders to Union
General William T. Sherman, further consolidating Union victory.

e Throughout April: Various skirmishes and surrenders occur as Confederate
forces disband.

The Month’s Enduring Legacy

April 1865 the month that saved america remains a focal point for historians
and educators analyzing the Civil War’s conclusion and the nation’s rebirth.
It symbolizes both an end and a beginning—closure to a brutal chapter and the
start of a transformative era. The events of this month continue to inform
contemporary discussions about national unity, civil rights, and the
challenges of reconciliation after conflict.

While April 1865 did not resolve all of America’s struggles, its significance
lies in setting the nation on a course toward healing and progress. The
military victories, legal reforms, and social shifts initiated during this
time created a foundation for the modern United States, highlighting how a
single month can indeed alter the destiny of a nation.



April 1865 The Month That Saved America

april 1865 the month that saved america: April 1865 Jay Winik, 2010-11-16 One month in
1865 witnessed the frenzied fall of Richmond, a daring last-ditch Southern plan for guerrilla warfare,
Lee's harrowing retreat, and then, Appomattox. It saw Lincoln's assassination just five days later and
a near-successful plot to decapitate the Union government, followed by chaos and coup fears in the
North, collapsed negotiations and continued bloodshed in the South, and finally, the start of national
reconciliation. In the end, April 1865 emerged as not just the tale of the war's denouement, but the
story of the making of our nation. Jay Winik offers a brilliant new look at the Civil War's final days
that will forever change the way we see the war's end and the nation's new beginning. Uniquely set
within the larger sweep of history and filled with rich profiles of outsize figures, fresh iconoclastic
scholarship, and a gripping narrative, this is a masterful account of the thirty most pivotal days in
the life of the United States.

april 1865 the month that saved america: April 1865 Jay Winik, 2002-03-26 Examines the
final days of the Civil War from the fall of Richmond to the official end of the war at Appomattox and
the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Abraham Lincoln on Screen Mark S. Reinhart,
2009-01-01 Following a general history of Lincoln film and television portrayals, each work has an
individual entry detailing cast, production and release information and discussing the work's
historical accuracy and artistic merits. The book is illustrated with photographs of Lincoln actors,
dating from the earliest days--Provided by publisher.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Journal of Special Operations Medicine , 2009

april 1865 the month that saved america: Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory Steven L. Dundas,
2022-10 Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory is a hard-hitting history of the impact of racism and religion
on the political, social, and economic development of the American nation from Jamestown to today,
in particular the nefarious effects of slavery on U.S. society and history. Going back to England’s rise
as a colonial power and its use of slavery in its American colonies, Steven L. Dundas examines how
racism and the institution of slavery influenced the political and social structure of the United
States, beginning with the writing of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Dundas
tackles the debates over the Constitution’s three-fifths solution on how to count Black Americans as
both property and people, the expansion of the republic and slavery, and the legislation enacted to
preserve the Union, including the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, and the
Kansas-Nebraska Act—as well as their disastrous consequences. Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory
squarely faces how racism and religion influenced individual and societal debates over slavery,
Manifest Destiny, secession, and civil war. Dundas deals with the struggle for abolition,
emancipation, citizenship, and electoral franchise for Black Americans, and the fierce and often
violent rollback following Reconstruction’s end, the civil rights movement, and the social and
political implications today. Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory is the story of perpetrators, victims, and
bystanders; slaves and slaveholders; preachers, politicians, and propagandists; fire-eaters and
firebrands; civil rights leaders and champions of white supremacy; and the ordinary people in the
South and the North whose lives were impacted by it all.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Jefferson Davis, Confederate President
Herman Hattaway, Richard E. Beringer, 2002-06-13 He was one of the most embattled heads of
state in American history. Charged with building a new nation while waging a war for its very
independence, he accepted his responsibilities reluctantly but carried them out with a fierce
dedication to his ideals. Those efforts ultimately foundered on the shoals of Confederate defeat,
leaving Davis stranded in public memory as both valiant leader and desolate loser. Now two
renowned Civil War historians, Herman Hattaway and Richard Beringer, take a new and closer look
at Davis's presidency. In the process, they provide a clearer image of his leadership and ability to
handle domestic, diplomatic, and military matters under the most trying circumstances-without the
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considerable industrial and population resources of the North and without the formal recognition of
other nations. Hattaway and Beringer examine Davis's strengths and weaknesses as president in
light of both traditional evidence and current theories of presidential leadership. They show us a
man so respected that northern colleagues regretted his departure from the U.S. Senate, but so bent
on Southern independence he was willing to impose unthinkable burdens on his citizens-an apologist
for slavery who was committed to state rights, even while growing nationalism in his new country
called for a stronger central government. In assessing Davis's actual administration of the
Confederate state, the authors analyze the Confederate government's constitution, institutions,
infrastructure, and cabinet-level administrators. They also integrate events of Davis's presidency
with the ongoing war as it encroached upon the South, offering a panoramic view of military
strategy as seen from the president's office. They tell how Davis reacted to the outcomes of key
battles and campaigns in order to assess his leadership abilities, his relations with civilian and
military authorities, and-his own personal competency notwithstanding-his poor judgment in
selecting generals. Rich in detail and exhilaratingly told with generous selections from Davis's own
letters and speeches, Hattaway and Beringer provide the most insightful account available of the
first and only Confederate presidency-suggesting that perhaps it was the Confederate government,
rather than Davis himself, that failed. More than that, it shows us Jefferson Davis as an American
leader and offers a new appreciation of his place in our country's history.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Race, War, and Remembrance in the
Appalachian South John Inscoe, 2010-09-12 Among the most pervasive of stereotypes imposed
upon southern highlanders is that they were white, opposed slavery, and supported the Union before
and during the Civil War, but the historical record suggests far different realities. John C. Inscoe has
spent much of his scholarly career exploring the social, economic and political significance of slavery
and slaveholding in the mountain South and the complex nature of the region’s wartime loyalties,
and the brutal guerrilla warfare and home front traumas that stemmed from those divisions. The
essays here embrace both facts and fictions related to those issues, often conveyed through intimate
vignettes that focus on individuals, families, and communities, keeping the human dimension at the
forefront of his insights and analysis. Drawing on the memories, memoirs, and other testimony of
slaves and free blacks, slaveholders and abolitionists, guerrilla warriors, invading armies, and the
highland civilians they encountered, Inscoe considers this multiplicity of perspectives and what is
revealed about highlanders’ dual and overlapping identities as both a part of, and distinct from, the
South as a whole. He devotes attention to how the truths derived from these contemporary voices
were exploited, distorted, reshaped, reinforced, or ignored by later generations of novelists,
journalists, filmmakers, dramatists, and even historians with differing agendas over the course of the
late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. His cast of characters includes John Henry, Frederick Law
Olmsted and John Brown, Andrew Johnson and Zebulon Vance, and those who later interpreted their
stories—]John Fox and John Ehle, Thomas Wolfe and Charles Frazier, Emma Bell Miles and Harry
Caudill, Carter Woodson and W. J. Cash, Horace Kephart and John C. Campbell, even William
Faulkner and Flannery O’Connor. Their work and that of many others have contributed much to
either our understanding—or misunderstanding—of nineteenth century Appalachia and its place in
the American imagination.

april 1865 the month that saved america: This Great Struggle Steven E. Woodworth,
2011-04-16 Referring to the war that was raging across parts of the American landscape, Abraham
Lincoln told Congress in 1862, We shall nobly save, or meanly lose, the last best hope on earth.
Lincoln recognized what was at stake in the American Civil War: not only freedom for 3.5 million
slaves but also survival of self-government in the last place on earth where it could have the
opportunity of developing freely. Noted historian Steven E. Woodworth tells the story of what many
regard as the defining event in United States history. While covering all theaters of war, he
emphasizes the importance of action in the region between the Appalachians and the Mississippi
River in determining its outcome. Woodworth argues that the Civil War had a distinct purpose that
was understood by most of its participants: it was primarily a conflict over the issue of slavery. The



soldiers who filled the ranks of the armies on both sides knew what they were fighting for. The
outcome of the war—after its beginnings at Fort Sumter to the Confederate surrender four years
later—was the result of the actions and decisions made by those soldiers and millions of other
Americans. Written in clear and compelling fashion, This Great Struggle is their story—and ours.

april 1865 the month that saved america: The Second Amendment Michael Waldman,
2015-05-26 Presents a history of the Second Amendment to illuminate its controversies, debates,
and misapprehensions, explaining its contexts and purposes while revealing how it came to
represent gun-ownership rights in the twentieth century.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Victory Cian O'Driscoll, 2020 This book examines
the way in which the concept of victory has been treated in just-war thinking, the predominant
discourse in the western world for thinking about the rights and wrongs of war.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Our One Common Country James Conroy,
2013-12-23 Our One Common Country explores one of the most interesting encounters of the Civil
War. Famous in its day, the Hampton Roads Peace Conference of 1865 has never before been the
subject of a book. In this highly readable, carefully documented book, James B. Conroy describes in
fascinating detail what happened when President Lincoln, his Secretary of State, and three
Confederate leaders came together to try to end the hostilities. Based on meticulous research,
Conroy tells the story of the doomed peace negotiations through the characters who lived it. With a
fresh and immediate perspective, Our.

april 1865 the month that saved america: The Myth of Nathan Bedford Forrest Paul
Ashdown, Edward Caudill, 2006-02-16 An insightful exploration of the relentless myth of the famous
Civil War general, this volume scrutinizes the collective public memory of Nathan Bedford Forrest as
it has evolved through the press, memoirs, biographies, and popular culture.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Abraham Lincoln Roy Basler, Carl Sandburg,
2008-08-04 This volume presents nearly 250 of Lincoln's most important speeches, state papers, and
letters in their entirety. Here are not only the masterpieces—the Gettysburg Address, the Inaugural
Addresses, the 1858 Republican Convention Speech, the Emancipation Proclamation—but hundreds
of lesser-known gems. Alfred Kazin has written that Lincoln was not just the greatest writer among
our Presidents . . . but the most telling and unforgettable of all American 'public’ writer-speakers,
and it's never been cleaner than in this comprehensive edition.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Abraham Lincoln Brian Lamb, Susan Swain,
C-SPAN, 2008-10-22 In this beautifully designed volume, America's top Lincoln historians offer a
diverse array of perspectives on the life and legacy of America's sixteenth president. Spanning
Lincoln's life -- from his early career as a Springfield lawyer, to his presidential reign during one of
America's most troubled historical periods, to his assassination in 1865 -- these essays, developed
from original C-SPAN interviews, provide a compelling, composite portrait of Lincoln, one that offers
up new stories and fresh insights on a defining leader. Extras include a timeline of Lincoln's life,
brief biographies of the 56 contributors, and Lincoln's most famous speeches.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Military Honour and the Conduct of War Paul
Robinson, 2006-07-28 This book analyses the influences of ideas of honour on the causes, conduct,
and endings of wars from Ancient Greece through to the present-day war in Iraq.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Parameters , 2002

april 1865 the month that saved america: Political Assassinations and Attempts in US
History J. Michael Martinez, 2017-11-14 The long, dark history of political violence in the United
States Violence has been employed to achieve political objectives throughout history. Taking the life
of a perceived enemy is as old as mankind. Antiquity is filled with examples of political murders,
such as when Julius Caesar was felled by assassins in 44 BCE. While assassinations and
assassination attempts are not unique to the American way of life, denizens of other nations
sometimes look upon the US as populated by reckless cowboys owing to a “Wild West” attitude
about violence, especially episodes involving guns. In this book, J. Michael Martinez focuses on
assassinations and attempts in the American republic. Nine American presidents—Andrew Jackson,



Abraham Lincoln, James A. Garfield, William McKinley, Harry S. Truman, John F. Kennedy, Richard
Nixon, Gerald Ford, and Ronald Reagan—have been the targets of assassins. President-elect
Franklin D. Roosevelt was also a target shortly before he was sworn into office in 1933. Moreover,
three presidential candidates—Theodore Roosevelt, Robert F. Kennedy, and George Wallace—were
shot by assailants. In addition to presidents and candidates for the presidency, eight governors,
seven U.S. senators, nine U.S. House members, eleven mayors, seventeen state legislators, and
eleven judges have been victims of political violence. Not all political assassinations involve elected
officials. Some of those targeted, such as Joseph Smith, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King Jr., were
public figures who influenced political issues. But their cases are instructive because of their
connection to, and influence on, the political process. No other nation with a population of over 50
million people has witnessed as many political assassinations or attempts. These violent episodes
trigger a series of important questions. First, why has the United States—a country constructed on a
bedrock of the rule of law and firmly committed to due process—been so susceptible to political
violence? Martinez addresses these questions as he examines twenty-five instances of violence
against elected officials and public figures in American history.

april 1865 the month that saved america: A Companion to the U.S. Civil War, 2 Volume Set
Aaron Sheehan-Dean, 2020-05-05 A Companion to the U.S. Civil War presents a comprehensive
historiographical collection of essays covering all major military, political, social, and economic
aspects of the American Civil War (1861-1865). Represents the most comprehensive coverage
available relating to all aspects of the U.S. Civil War Features contributions from dozens of experts
in Civil War scholarship Covers major campaigns and battles, and military and political figures, as
well as non-military aspects of the conflict such as gender, emancipation, literature, ethnicity,
slavery, and memory

april 1865 the month that saved america: Citizen Lincoln Ward McAfee, 2004 In modern
times, some critics have belittled Abraham Lincoln's antislavery resolve as shallow. Some have
portrayed him as a passive president, waiting upon the bold initiatives of others. 'Citizen Lincoln'
regards him differently. First, it portrays Lincoln's animus against slavery as rooted in the highest
ideals of the American Revolution, which he saw as being corrupted in his own time. Second, it
analyses Lincoln's supposed 'passivity' as more aptly defined as wise caution. Lincoln learned as a
legislator, first in Illinois and later in the United States Congress, that bold initiatives often backfire
and fail to fulfil original intentions. In the state legislature, Lincoln supported a dramatic
internal-improvements project that collapsed in the midst of a national depression. Lincoln also
boldly opposed the Mexican War in Congress, only to see his cause evaporate as soon as a peace
treaty was drafted with Mexico. In both instances, his timing was faulty. He had rushed into taking
rigid policy positions when greater caution would have reaped better results. But in both instances,
he learned lessons that would hold him in good stead later. Lincoln as president was wisely cautious,
knowing that bold action could only disrupt the delicate coalition that kept the Union cause moving
forward to victory. Harriet Beecher Stowe described Lincoln's unique strength as swaying to every
influence, yielding on this side and on that to popular needs, yet tenaciously and inflexibly bound to
carry its great end. She wisely added that no other kind of strength could have seen the nation
through the worst trial in its history. In filling this role, Abraham Lincoln fulfilled that which he had
long regarded as his personal mission within the larger context of his nation's providential destiny.

april 1865 the month that saved america: Treason on Trial Robert Icenhauer-Ramirez,
2019-06-05 In the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, federal officials captured, imprisoned, and
indicted Jefferson Davis for treason. If found guilty, the former Confederate president faced
execution for his role in levying war against the United States. Although the federal government
pursued the charges for over four years, the case never went to trial. In this comprehensive analysis
of the saga, Treason on Trial, Robert Icenhauer-Ramirez suggests that while national politics played
a role in the trial’s direction, the actions of lesser-known individuals ultimately resulted in the failure
to convict Davis. Early on, two primary factions argued against trying the case. Influential
northerners dreaded the prospect of a public trial, fearing it would reopen the wounds of the war



and make a martyr of Davis. Conversely, white southerners pointed to the treatment and prosecution
of Davis as vindictive on the part of the federal government. Moreover, they maintained, the right to
secede from the Union remained within the bounds of the law, effectively linking the treason charge
against Davis with the constitutionality of secession. While Icenhauer-Ramirez agrees that politics
played a role in the case, he suggests that focusing exclusively on that aspect obscures the
importance of the participants. In the United States of America v. Jefferson Davis, preeminent
lawyers represented both parties. According to Icenhauer-Ramirez, Lucius H. Chandler, the local
prosecuting attorney, lacked the skill and temperament necessary to put the case on a footing that
would lead to trial. In addition, Supreme Court Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase had little desire to
preside over the divisive case and intentionally stymied the prosecution’s efforts. The deft analysis in
Treason on Trial illustrates how complications caused by Chandler and Chase led to a three-year
delay and, eventually, to the dismissal of the case in 1868, when President Andrew Johnson granted
blanket amnesty to those who participated in the armed rebellion.
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