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A Grammar of Urarina Knut J Olawsky: Exploring the Intricacies of a Unique Amazonian Language

a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky offers an exceptional window into the linguistic complexity of one of the
Amazon’s lesser-known indigenous languages. Urarina, spoken by a small community in the Peruvian Amazon,
presents a rich tapestry of grammatical features that challenge conventional understandings of language
structure. Knut J Olawsky’s work stands as a seminal resource for linguists, anthropologists, and language
enthusiasts interested in the intricate interplay between grammar, culture, and cognition.

In this article, we’ll delve into the highlights and insights from Olawsky’s comprehensive grammar of Urarina,
unpacking its unique phonological, morphological, and syntactic characteristics. Along the way, we’ll
explore why this work is so important for the documentation and preservation of indigenous languages, and
what it teaches us about human language diversity.

Understanding Urarina: The Linguistic and Cultural Context

Before diving into the specifics of “a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky,” it’s essential to appreciate the
context in which the Urarina language exists. Spoken by a relatively small population in the remote
rainforests of Peru, Urarina is classified as a language isolate, meaning it has no known genetic relatives. This
uniqueness makes it a linguistic treasure trove, offering insights into ancient human communication patterns and
Amazonian cultural histories.

Urarina speakers maintain a traditional lifestyle deeply connected to the rainforest environment. Their
language reflects this intimate relationship with nature, featuring vocabulary and expressions closely tied to
local flora, fauna, and social practices. Knut J Olawsky’s research not only documents grammatical
structures but also captures the cultural nuances embedded within the language, highlighting how grammar
and worldview are intertwined.

Phonology and Sound System in Olawsky’s Grammar of Urarina

One of the fascinating aspects of “a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky” is the detailed analysis of the Urarina
phonological system. Unlike many more widely studied languages, Urarina includes a range of consonant and
vowel sounds that can be challenging to categorize using standard phonetic frameworks.

Distinctive Features of Urarina Phonemes

Olawsky identifies a relatively small inventory of vowel phonemes, but with notable distinctions in length and
nasalization that play a crucial role in meaning differentiation. The consonant system includes a variety of
stops, fricatives, and nasals, with some sounds exhibiting allophonic variations depending on their position
within a word.

This detailed phonological description is invaluable for anyone attempting to learn or document the language,
as it lays the groundwork for accurate pronunciation and further linguistic analysis.

Morphological Complexity: How Urarina Constructs Meaning

Morphology—the study of word formation—is another area where “a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky”



shines. Urarina is highly agglutinative, meaning that words often consist of a root plus multiple affixes that
convey grammatical relationships and nuanced meanings.

Verb Morphology and Aspect Marking

One standout feature is Urarina’s intricate system of verb morphology. Verbs are marked for various aspects
such as completive, incompletive, and iterative, which provide detailed information about the temporal flow
and nature of actions. Olawsky’s analysis shows how these aspectual markers are crucial for conveying
subtle distinctions in event structure, something that English and many other languages handle less explicitly.

Noun Incorporation and Possession

Another morphological trait discussed in Olawsky’s grammar is noun incorporation, where nouns combine with
verbs to form complex predicates. This allows speakers to create concise expressions that bundle together
action and object in a single word. Additionally, possession is marked through specific affixes, reflecting
complex social relationships and ownership concepts within Urarina culture.

Syntax and Sentence Structure: Navigating Urarina Grammar

Syntax—the arrangement of words to form sentences—is one of the most challenging aspects of any language
to master, and Urarina is no exception. Olawsky’s comprehensive work breaks down Urarina sentence structure
with clarity and depth.

Word Order and Clause Types

Urarina exhibits flexible word order, but certain patterns prevail depending on pragmatic factors such as
emphasis and topic-focus structure. Typically, the language follows a verb-final order, which is common
among many Amazonian languages. Olawsky’s grammar categorizes different clause types, including
declarative, interrogative, and imperative, explaining how particles and intonation affect sentence meaning.

Switch-Reference and Subordination

One of the more intricate syntactic phenomena in Urarina is switch-reference marking. This system indicates
whether the subject of a subordinate clause is the same as or different from the subject of the main clause,
helping listeners track who is doing what across complex sentence structures. Olawsky’s detailed description
of switch-reference enriches our understanding of how Urarina speakers manage information flow and coherence
in discourse.

The Importance of Knut J Olawsky’s Work for Linguistic
Documentation

Beyond the fascinating linguistic features, “a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky” represents a vital
contribution to the field of endangered language documentation. Urarina is spoken by a dwindling number of
people, making comprehensive descriptions like Olawsky’s all the more critical.



Preservation of Linguistic Diversity

By meticulously recording the phonology, morphology, and syntax of Urarina, Olawsky helps preserve a
language that might otherwise be lost to time. His work supports efforts in language revitalization and
provides a foundation for future research by native speakers and scholars alike.

Insights into Human Cognition and Language Evolution

Studying a unique language like Urarina also offers valuable clues about the diversity of human cognition and
the evolution of language. The grammatical structures documented by Olawsky challenge assumptions based
on more commonly studied languages and expand the horizons of linguistic theory.

Tips for Engaging with Urarina Linguistics and Olawsky’s Grammar

For those interested in exploring Urarina or similar indigenous languages, Olawsky’s grammar provides a rich
resource but also a reminder of the challenges involved in linguistic fieldwork.

Approach with cultural sensitivity: Understanding the cultural context is as important as mastering
grammatical rules.

Focus on phonological accuracy: Pay close attention to vowel length and nasalization to grasp
meaning distinctions.

Study verb morphology carefully: Aspect and mood markers are key to understanding Urarina’s verb
system.

Use the grammar as a starting point: Fieldwork and interaction with native speakers enrich theoretical
knowledge.

Exploring “a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky” is not only a journey through an intriguing linguistic system
but also an invitation to appreciate the cultural heritage embedded in language itself. For anyone passionate
about Amazonian languages or indigenous linguistics, Olawsky’s work is an indispensable resource that
continues to inspire and inform.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Knut J. Olawsky in relation to 'A Grammar of Urarina'?

Knut J. Olawsky is a linguist and the author of 'A Grammar of Urarina,' a comprehensive descriptive grammar of
the Urarina language.

What is the focus of 'A Grammar of Urarina' by Knut J. Olawsky?

The book focuses on the grammatical structure, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics of the Urarina
language, spoken in the Peruvian Amazon.



Why is 'A Grammar of Urarina' significant in linguistic studies?

It provides one of the most detailed and thorough documentations of an endangered Amazonian language,
contributing to the preservation and understanding of Urarina and indigenous languages.

When was 'A Grammar of Urarina' by Knut J. Olawsky published?

The book was published in 2011.

What methodologies did Knut J. Olawsky use in compiling 'A Grammar of
Urarina'?

Olawsky employed fieldwork-based descriptive linguistic methods, including elicitation, participant
observation, and analysis of natural speech data collected from native Urarina speakers.

Who can benefit from reading 'A Grammar of Urarina'?

Linguists, anthropologists, language preservationists, and students interested in Amazonian languages,
language documentation, and typology can benefit from this work.

Additional Resources
**A Grammar of Urarina Knut J Olawsky: An In-Depth Linguistic Exploration**

a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky represents a landmark contribution to the field of descriptive linguistics,
particularly within the study of Amazonian and indigenous languages. This comprehensive work meticulously
documents the complex structure of Urarina, a language isolate spoken by a small community in the Peruvian
Amazon. Knut J Olawsky’s grammar stands out not only for its academic rigor but also for its insightful
analysis of a language that had remained largely under-researched until recent decades.

Urarina’s unique linguistic features, from its morphological intricacies to its syntactic patterns, are detailed
extensively in Olawsky’s grammar, making it an indispensable resource for linguists, anthropologists, and
language preservationists alike. This review-style analysis seeks to unravel the significance of Olawsky’s
work, explore its core findings, and highlight the broader implications for linguistic theory and language
documentation.

Unpacking the Significance of Olawsky’s Grammar of Urarina

Urarina is a rare linguistic gem, geographically isolated and typologically distinct. Before Olawsky’s
grammar, the language was poorly described, with only fragmentary accounts available. "A Grammar of
Urarina Knut J Olawsky" fills this critical gap by providing a systematic and detailed account of phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics within one volume.

One of the most compelling features of Olawsky’s grammar is its holistic approach. Rather than merely
cataloging rules, the grammar integrates cultural context and ethnographic insight, which enriches
understanding of Urarina’s linguistic patterns. This is particularly important given the language’s endangered
status, with fewer than a thousand speakers and increasing pressure from dominant regional languages.

Phonological and Morphological Insights

Olawsky’s description begins with a careful phonological inventory that identifies Urarina’s consonants,



vowels, and suprasegmental features. The language’s phonetic system is notable for its use of nasalization
and tonal distinctions, features that have significant grammatical implications.

In terms of morphology, Olawsky highlights Urarina’s polysynthetic nature. The language exhibits a rich
system of affixation, where verbs incorporate multiple prefixes and suffixes encoding person, number, tense,
mood, and evidentiality. This level of morphological complexity challenges traditional classifications and
offers fresh perspectives on language typology.

Syntactic Structures and Word Order

A standout component of Olawsky’s grammar is the exploration of Urarina syntax. Unlike many Amazonian
languages that tend toward SOV (Subject-Object-Verb) word order, Urarina demonstrates flexible syntactic
patterns influenced by discourse and pragmatic factors. Olawsky’s analysis reveals how constituent order
shifts in response to topicalization and focus, underscoring the language’s dynamic syntax.

Moreover, the grammar delves into clause chaining and subordination strategies, illustrating how Urarina
speakers construct complex sentences. This syntactic flexibility is tightly linked to the language’s
agglutinative morphology, which allows for dense, information-rich word forms.

Cultural Context and Language Documentation

Beyond the structural analysis, Olawsky’s grammar is deeply embedded in the socio-cultural fabric of the
Urarina community. The book includes ethnolinguistic observations that shed light on how language use
intersects with ritual, social hierarchy, and worldview. This approach aligns with modern trends in language
documentation, which advocate for integrating linguistic and cultural data to preserve endangered languages
more authentically.

The grammar also stands as a vital tool for language revitalization efforts. By providing detailed
descriptions and examples, it equips educators and community members with the resources needed to maintain and
transmit Urarina. This practical aspect distinguishes Olawsky’s work from purely theoretical grammars.

Comparisons with Other Amazonian Languages

In the broader context of Amazonian linguistics, Olawsky’s grammar invites comparison with languages such
as Shipibo-Conibo, Huitoto, and Bora. While many of these languages share polysynthetic traits, Urarina’s
isolating status and unique syntactic mechanisms set it apart. The grammar’s comparative references illuminate
typological similarities and divergences, contributing to ongoing debates about language classification in
South America.

For instance, whereas many regional languages employ evidential markers as separate particles, Urarina
incorporates evidentiality extensively into its verbal morphology. This feature exemplifies the language’s
distinctive approach to encoding information source and speaker certainty.

Strengths and Limitations of Olawsky’s Grammar

No scholarly work is without its challenges, and a balanced appraisal of Olawsky’s grammar acknowledges
both its strengths and areas for further research.

Strengths:



Comprehensive coverage of all linguistic levels from phonetics to discourse.

Integration of ethnographic data enhances contextual understanding.

Clear, accessible writing style suitable for both specialists and interested readers.

Rich collection of example sentences and texts illustrating language use.

Limitations:

Due to the language’s endangered status, some dialectal variations remain underexplored.

Limited discussion of language contact phenomena, which could enrich understanding of Urarina’s
evolution.

Some specialized linguistic terms may challenge readers unfamiliar with advanced grammatical
theory.

These considerations, however, do not diminish the grammar’s overall contribution but rather point to
promising avenues for future fieldwork and analysis.

Implications for Linguistic Theory and Language Preservation

"A Grammar of Urarina Knut J Olawsky" extends beyond documentation to influence theoretical linguistics. Its
detailed account of evidentiality, polysynthesis, and pragmatic word order challenges existing models and
encourages linguists to reconsider assumptions about language universals.

Furthermore, the grammar serves as a model for describing other under-documented languages. Its methodical
yet culturally sensitive approach exemplifies best practices in language documentation, particularly in
contexts where communities face cultural and linguistic marginalization.

The book also highlights the urgency of documenting endangered languages. Urarina’s precarious vitality
underscores the broader crisis facing many indigenous languages worldwide, making Olawsky’s work a call to
action for researchers and policymakers.

---

In sum, a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky is a seminal text that enriches our understanding of a little-known
Amazonian language through exhaustive linguistic description and cultural insight. It stands as both an
academic achievement and a vital resource for language preservation, bridging the gap between scholarly
analysis and community empowerment. As linguistic diversity faces unprecedented threats, works like
Olawsky’s are indispensable in safeguarding humanity’s intangible heritage.

A Grammar Of Urarina Knut J Olawsky

  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: A Grammar of Urarina Knut J. Olawsky, 2011-05-12
Urarina is an endangered isolate spoken by less than 3,000 people in the rainforests of

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-149/a-grammar-of-urarina-knut-j-olawsky.pdf


North-western Peru. This book aims at providing a comprehensive description of Urarina grammar
covering all areas of the language. From a linguistic point of view, Urarina is particularly interesting
because of a range of unusual grammatical characteristics that are rarely or not at all found in other
languages. One remarkable property is the constituent order OVA/VS, which was classified as
non-existing by Greenberg (1966). However, this atypical syntactic structure is a surprisingly
consistent feature of Urarina, which discerns it from the majority of languages which are assumed to
follow this syntactic pattern. Another feature probably unique to Urarina is the existence of a
three-way distinction for person marking on all verbs. The choice of the respective paradigm
depends on a complex set of syntactic and pragmatic conditions, which are investigated in detail.
Scholars whose main interest is in morphology will also be intrigued by the polysynthetic verbal
morphology of Urarina, which fits well into the Amazonian context. A Grammar of Urarina is based
on the framework of basic linguistic theory, which will be accessible to scholars from a wide range of
backgrounds. The straightforward presentation of linguistic structures is accompanied by in-depth
discussion of the most interesting and unusual features, illustrated by examples for all grammatical
phenomena and often summarised by tables or diagrams. This book fills a gap not only for studies in
Amazonian languages but also from a typological perspective.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Word Hunters Hannah Sarvasy, Diana Forker,
2018-02-15 In Word Hunters, eleven distinguished linguists reflect on their career-spanning
linguistic fieldwork. Over decades, each has repeatedly stood up to physical, intellectual,
interpersonal, intercultural, and sometimes political challenges in the pursuit of scientific
knowledge. These scholar-explorers have enlightened the world to the inner workings of languages
in remote communities of Africa (West, East, and South), Amazonia, the Arctic, Australia, the
Caucasus, Oceania, Siberia, and East Asia. They report some linguistic eureka moments, but also
discuss cultural missteps, illness, and the other challenges of pursuing linguistic data in extreme
circumstances. They write passionately about language death and their responsibilities to speech
communities. The stories included here—the stuff of departmental and family legends—are
published publicly for the first time.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: A Grammar of Aguaruna (Iiniá Chicham) Simon E.
Overall, 2017-02-06 This book is a descriptive grammar of Aguaruna, known to its speakers as Iiniá
Chicham, a Jivaroan language spoken by some 55,000 people in the northwest Peruvian Amazon.
Aguaruna is typologically and historically significant because of its location in the eastern foothills of
the Andes, right between the Andean and Amazonian linguistic areas. Some typologically unusual
syntactic phenomena, for example in the areas of grammatical relations and case marking, make this
description relevant beyond the areal context. This is the first full grammar of a Jivaroan language,
covering phonology, morphology and syntax as well as addressing some issues in discourse
structure. It is an important work for specialists in South American languages as well as for linguists
working in more general typological fields.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Theoretical Approaches to Disharmonic Word Order
Theresa Biberauer, Michelle Sheehan, 2013-12-05 This book considers the implications of
cross-linguistic word-order patterns for linguistic theory. One of the salient results of Joseph
Greenberg's pioneering work in language typology was the notion of a 'harmonic' word-order type,
whereby if the verb appears at the left or right edge of the verb phrase, other heads (e.g.
prepositions, nouns) also tend to do so. Today, however, there is recognition in both the typological
and generative literature that very many, and possibly even the majority of languages, fail to be fully
harmonic in the sense that all head-complement pairs pattern alike. But does this imply limitless
variation? The chapters in this volume, written by international scholars, discuss the issues arising
from this basic question, drawing on data from typologically distinct disharmonic languages,
including Mandarin Chinese, Basque, Mócheno (a Tyrolean variety spoken in Northern Italy),
French, English, Hixkaryana (a Cariban language), Khalkha Mongolian, Uyghur Turkic, and
Afrikaans. The volume begins with a substantial introduction to the study of word order and its
relation to linguistic theory. It is then divided into sections on the nature of disharmony; the role of



prosody; the question of Antisymmetry and novel alternatives to Antisymmetry; and the
Final-over-Final Constraint. Aside from introducing new empirical findings, the volume also offers a
range of new perspectives on disharmonic word orders, the status of word order in linguistic theory,
and theoretical accounts of typological gaps.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Endangered Languages Andrew Simpson, Peter
Austin, 2018-09-17 Peter K. Austin / Andrew Simpson: Introduction; Nicholas Evans:
Warramurrungunji undone: Australian languages in the 51st Millenium; Knut J. Olawsky: Obvious
OVS in Urarina syntax; Larry M. Hyman / Imelda Udoh: Length harmony in Leggbó: a
counter-universal?; Nora England: The influence of Mayan-speaking linguists on the state of Mayan
linguistics; Pamela Munro: Oblique subjects in Garifuna; Marina Chumakina / Anna Kibort / Greville
G. Corbett: Determining a language's feature inventory: person in Archi; Friederike Lüpke:
Vanishing voice – the morphologically zero-coded passive of Jalonke; Anju Saxena: The ergative in
Kinnauri narratives; John Hajek: Sound systems of the Asia-Pacific: some basic typological
observations; Martina Faller: The Cusco Quechua Reportative evidential and rhetorical relations;
Emmon Bach: Deixis in Northern Wakashan: recovering lost forms; Roberto Zavala: Inversion and
obviation in Mesoamerica
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Language Isolates II: Kanoé to Yurakaré Patience
Epps, Lev Michael, 2023-01-30 The goal of this handbook is to provide a comprehensive resource on
the Amazonian languages that synthesizes a diverse body of work by a highly international group of
linguists. It will provide a review of the current state of the art, thus laying the groundwork for
future scholarship in this important area. Volume 2 will focus on theory-neutral grammatical
descriptions of smaller Amazonian language families.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Clause Chaining in the Languages of the World
Hannah S. Sarvasy, 2025-02-20 The languages of the world make use of a variety of techniques for
describing events and putting sentences together. This volume takes a typological approach to
clause chaining, a fascinating feature of the grammar of hundreds of languages outside Europe,
especially in the Asia-Pacific region, East Africa, across Central Asia, and the Americas. Clause
chains consist of several dependent clauses and one main clause, and are used to organize discourse
and to foreground or background events and participants; they often go together with
switch-reference marking, an indication of whether upcoming subjects will be co-referential with
preceding subjects or not. The introductory chapter features a discussion of the typological
properties of clause chaining, with a brief overview of previous approaches to and investigations of
clause chains followed by an overview of their recurrent grammatical features; it ends with an
appendix featuring notes for fieldworkers. The first part of the book explores general issues in
clause chaining, including prosody, acquisition, and language contact and history; later parts then
examine clause chaining and related phenomena in a wide range of languages from around the
world.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: An Areal Typology of Agreement Systems Ranko
Matasović, 2018-05-24 Surveying over 300 languages, this typological study presents new
theoretical insights into the nature of agreement, as well as empirical findings about the distribution
of agreement patterns in the world's languages. Focussing primarily on agreement in gender,
number and person, but with reference to agreement in other smaller categories, Ranko Matasović
aims to discover which patterns of agreement are widespread and common in languages, and which
are rather limited in their distribution. He sheds new light on a range of important theoretical
questions such as what agreement actually is, what areal, typological and genetic patterns exist
across agreement systems, and what problems in the analysis of agreement remain unresolved.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Syntax - Theory and Analysis. Volume 3 Tibor Kiss,
Artemis Alexiadou, 2015-03-10 This Handbook represents the development of research and the
current level of knowledge in the fields of syntactic theory and syntax analysis. Syntax can look back
to a long tradition. Especially in the last 50 years, however, the interaction between syntactic theory
and syntactic analysis has led to a rapid increase in analyses and theoretical suggestions. This



second edition of the Handbook on Syntax adopts a unifying perspective and therefore does not
place the division of syntactic theory into several schools to the fore, but the increase in knowledge
resulting from the fruitful argumentations between syntactic analysis and syntactic theory. It uses
selected phenomena of individual languages and their cross-linguistic realizations to explain what
syntactic analyses can do and at the same time to show in what respects syntactic theories differ
from each other. It investigates how syntax is related to neighbouring disciplines and investigate the
role of the interfaces especially the relationship between syntax and phonology, morphology,
compositional semantics, pragmatics, and the lexicon. The phenomena chosen bring together
renowned experts in syntax, and represent the consensus reached as to what has to be considered as
an important as well as illustrative syntactic phenomenon. The phenomena discuss do not only serve
to show syntactic analyses, but also to compare theoretical approaches with each other.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Discourse Phenomena in Typological Perspective
Alessandra Barotto, Simone Mattiola, 2023-03-15 This book aims at investigating discourse
phenomena (i.e., linguistic elements and constructions that help to manage the organization, flow,
and outcome of communication) from a typological and cross-linguistic perspective. Although it is a
well-established idea in functional-typological approaches that grammar is shaped by discourse use,
systematic typological cross-linguistic investigations on discourse phenomena are relatively rare.
This volume aims at bridging this gap, by integrating different linguistic subfields, such as discourse
analysis, pragmatics, and typology. The contributions, both theoretically and empirically oriented,
focus on a broad variety of discourse phenomena (ranging from discourse markers to discourse
function of grammatical markers, to strategies that manage the discourse and information flow)
while adopting a typological perspective and considering typologically distant languages.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Modality and Subordinators Jackie Nordstrom, 2010
This book connects two linguistic phenomena, modality and subordinators, so that both are seen in a
new light, each adding to the understanding of the other. It argues that general subordinators (or
complementizers) denote propositional modality (otherwise expressed by moods such as the
indicative-subjunctive and epistemic-evidential modal markers). The book explores the hypothesis
both on a cross-linguistic and on a language-branch specific level (the Germanic languages). One
obvious connection between the indicative-subjunctive distinction and subordinators is that the
former is typically manifested in subordinate clauses. Furthermore, both the indicative-subjunctive
and subordinators determine clause types. More importantly, however, it is shown, through data
from various languages, that subordinators themselves often denote the indicative-subjunctive
distinction. In the Germanic languages, there is variation in many clause types between both the
indicative and the subjunctive and that and if depending on the speaker s and/or the subject s
certainty of the truth of the proposition.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Participles Ksenia Shagal, 2019-11-05 The book is the
first large-scale typological study of participles, based on data from more than 100 languages. Its
main aim is to model the diversity of non-finite verb forms involved in adnominal modification.
Participles are examined with respect to several morphological and syntactic parameters, and are
shown to be a versatile cross-linguistic category. The book is of interest to language typologists and
descriptive linguists.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: A Typological Study of the Existential Clause Wang
Yong, 2024-06-21 This book investigates the existential clause (EC) from a cross-linguistic
perspective and within the framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics. The prototypical EC in the
less familiar languages is identified through its functional equivalents in the more familiar ones,
which share the common semantic basis of ‘there exists something in some location’. Topics
addressed include the morpho-syntactic features of the EC, the subject of the EC, the definiteness
effect and its manifestations in the EC, the EC as impersonals, the distinction between entity- vs.
event-existentials, and the EC and its related constructions. Drawing on both cross-linguistic
observations based on the language sample and in-depth investigations in particular languages (e.g.,
in Chinese and English), the study aims to unravel how the lexico-grammar of EC is related to its



meanings and functions, that is, how meaning is realised in form. The title will appeal to scholars
and students in the field of linguistics, especially functional linguistics, and syntax.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Highly complex syllable structure: A typological
and diachronic study Shelece Easterday, 2019-11-13 The syllable is a natural unit of organization
in spoken language whose strongest cross-linguistic patterns are often explained in terms of a
universal preference for the CV structure. Syllable patterns involving long sequences of consonants
are both typologically rare and theoretically marginalized, with few approaches treating these as
natural or unproblematic structures. This book is an investigation of the properties of languages
with highly complex syllable patterns. The two aims are (i) to establish whether these languages
share other linguistic features in common such that they constitute a distinct linguistic type, and (ii)
to identify possible diachronic paths and natural mechanisms by which these patterns come about in
the history of a language. These issues are investigated in a diversified sample of 100 languages, 25
of which have highly complex syllable patterns. Languages with highly complex syllable structure
are characterized by a number of phonetic, phonological, and morphological features which serve to
set them apart from languages with simpler syllable patterns. These include specific segmental and
suprasegmental properties, a higher prevalence of vowel reduction processes with extreme
outcomes, and higher average morpheme/word ratios. The results suggest that highly complex
syllable structure is a linguistic type distinct from but sharing some characteristics with other
proposed holistic phonological types, including stress-timed and consonantal languages. The results
point to word stress and specific patterns of gestural organization as playing important roles in the
diachronic development of these patterns out of simpler syllable structures.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: The Web of Knowledge Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald,
2021-07-19 Knowledge can be expressed in language using a plethora of grammatical means. Four
major groups of meanings related to knowledge are Evidentiality: grammatical expression of
information source; Egophoricity: grammatical expression of access to knowledge; Mirativity:
grammatical expression of expectation of knowledge; and Epistemic modality: grammatical
expression of attitude to knowledge. The four groups of categories interact. Some develop overtones
of the others. Evidentials stand apart from other means in many ways, including their correlations
with speech genres and social environment. This essay presents a framework which connects the
expression of knowledge across the world's languages in a coherent way, showing their
dependencies and complexities, and pathways of historical development in various scenarios,
including language obsolescence.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Morphosyntax William Croft, 2022-08-04 Taking a
functional approach, this book provides a thorough overview of Morphosyntax, and sets out a
framework for syntactic constructions.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Spatial Interrogatives in Europe and Beyond Thomas
Stolz, Nataliya Levkovych, Aina Urdze, Julia Nintemann, Maja Robbers, 2017-08-07 The extant
generalizations about the grammar of space rely heavily on the analyses of declarative sentences.
There is a need to check whether these generalizations also hold in the domain of interrogation. To
this end this book analyzes data from some 450 languages (including non-standard varieties). The
focus is on paradigms of spatial interrogatives such as English where, whither and whence and their
internal organization. These paradigms are checked for recurrent patterns of morphological
mismatches (such as syncretism) and different degrees of complexity (e.g. the number of segments).
The data-base consists of a large parallel literary corpus (Le petit prince and translations thereof)
which is complemented by further sources of information such as descriptive grammars. The data
are analyzed from a synchronic perspective. However, diachronic issues are addressed
unsystematically, too. It is shown that the distribution of phenomena which characterize paradigms
of spatial interrogatives are subject to areal-linguistic factors. This is the first typological study of
spatial interrogatives. It provides new insights for students of the grammar of space, morphological
paradigms, and language typology.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Applicative Constructions in the World’s



Languages Fernando Zuniga, Denis Creissels, 2024-01-29 This book presents a state-of-the-art
cross-linguistic survey of applicative constructions in the functional-typological tradition. An
introductory section sets the terminological and analytical stage, presents the methodology used by
the different chapters, and provides a typological outlook. The individual contributions address the
morphological, syntactic and semantic variation of applicatives, as well as their discourse-pragmatic
function. They cover all major language families and some isolates that feature some illuminating
version of the phenomenon, paying special attention to language-internal variation and unity. The
phenomena surveyed range from those instances usually considered canonical (valency-increasing,
syntactically and semantically predictable, productive, dedicated, and optional) to those occasionally
understudied in descriptive works and frequently neglected in comparative studies (valency-neutral,
rather unpredictable, lexicalized, syncretic, and/or obligatory).
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: Voice syncretism Nicklas N. Bahrt, 2021 This book
provides a comprehensive typological account of voice syncretism, focusing on resemblance in
formal verbal marking between two or more of the following seven voices: passives, antipassives,
reflexives, reciprocals, anticausatives, causatives, and applicatives. It covers voice syncretism from
both synchronic and diachronic perspectives, and has been structured in a manner that facilitates
convenient access to information about specific patterns of voice syncretism, their distribution and
development. The book is based on a survey of voice syncretism in 222 geographically and
genealogically diverse languages, but also thoroughly revisits previous research on the phenomenon.
Voice syncretism is approached systematically by establishing and exploring patterns of voice
syncretism that can logically be posited for the seven voices of focus in the book: 21 simplex
patterns when one considers two of the seven voices sharing the same marking (e.g.
reflexive-reciprocal syncretism), and 99 complex patterns when one considers more than two of the
voices sharing the same marking (e.g. reflexive-reciprocal-anticausative syncretism). In a similar
vein, 42 paths of development can logically be posited if it is assumed that voice marking in each of
the seven voices can potentially develop one of the other six voice functions (e.g. reflexive voice
marking developing a reciprocal function). This approach enables the discussion of both voice
syncretism that has received considerable attention in the literature (notably middle syncretism
involving the reflexive, reciprocal, anticausative and/or passive voices) and voice syncretism that has
received little or not treatment in the past (including seemingly contradictory patterns such as
causative-anticausative and passive-antipassive syncretism). In the survey almost all simplex
patterns are attested in addition to seventeen complex patterns. In terms of diachrony, evidence is
presented and discussed for twenty paths of development. The book strives to highlight the variation
found in voice syncretism across the world’s languages and encourage further research into the
phenomenon.
  a grammar of urarina knut j olawsky: A typology of questions in Northeast Asia and
beyond Andreas Hölzl, 2018-08-29 This study investigates the distribution of linguistic and
specifically structural diversity in Northeast Asia (NEA), defined as the region north of the Yellow
River and east of the Yenisei. In particular, it analyzes what is called the grammar of questions (GQ),
i.e., those aspects of any given language that are specialized for asking questions or regularly
combine with these. The bulk of the study is a bottom-up description and comparison of GQs in the
languages of NEA. The addition of the phrase and beyond to the title of this study serves two
purposes. First, languages such as Turkish and Chuvash are included, despite the fact that they are
spoken outside of NEA, since they have ties to (or even originated in) the region. Second, despite its
focus on one area, the typology is intended to be applicable to other languages as well. Therefore, it
makes extensive use of data from languages outside of NEA. The restriction to one category is
necessary for reasons of space and clarity, and the process of zooming in on one region allows a
higher resolution and historical accuracy than is usually the case in linguistic typology. The
discussion mentions over 450 languages and dialects from NEA and beyond and gives about 900
glossed examples. The aim is to achieve both a cross-linguistically plausible typology and a maximal
resolution of the linguistic diversity of Northeast Asia.
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