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Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy: A Fresh Take on Love and Romance

valentine by carol ann duffy is a poem that has captured the attention of readers and students
alike for its unique and unconventional portrayal of love. Unlike the typical romantic poems filled
with clichés like roses and chocolates, Duffy presents love through a more raw, honest, and
sometimes even uncomfortable lens. This approach challenges traditional ideas about romance and
invites us to reconsider what it really means to love someone.

Understanding the Essence of Valentine by Carol Ann
Duffy

When you first encounter valentine by carol ann duffy, you might be struck by its opening lines.
Instead of a typical love gift, the poet offers an onion as a symbol of love. This unusual metaphor sets
the tone for the entire poem, making it stand out in the world of romantic poetry.

The Onion as a Symbol

The onion is a complex symbol in Duffy’s poem. On the surface, an onion is mundane and even
unpleasant, with layers that can make you cry. However, Duffy uses this to suggest that love, too, is
layered, sometimes painful, and far from perfect. The onion’s layers represent the many facets of a
relationship—honesty, depth, and vulnerability. The tears it causes hint at the emotional intensity
that love can bring.

This metaphor breaks away from idealized romantic gifts. It’s a reminder that love isn’t always sweet
or simple; it requires peeling back layers and confronting truths.

Breaking Romantic Conventions

Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy critiques traditional Valentine’s Day symbols—roses, chocolates, and
cute cards—and refuses to conform to those expectations. Instead, the poem’s speaker rejects these
clichés in favor of something more sincere and grounded. This shift reflects modern relationships'
realities, where love is messy and multifaceted.

By dismissing conventional gifts, Duffy encourages readers to think more deeply about what they
offer their loved ones. It’s a call to embrace authenticity over superficial gestures.

Exploring Themes in Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy

Duffy’s poem dives into several profound themes that resonate with readers on multiple levels.



The Complexity of Love

Love is rarely straightforward, and Duffy captures this complexity beautifully. The poem
acknowledges that love can hurt, confuse, and challenge us. The onion’s sharpness and the
metaphor of “fierce kiss” symbolize passion but also the potential for pain.

This theme encourages us to appreciate love’s full spectrum—the good, the bad, and the bittersweet.

Honesty and Vulnerability

One of the most striking aspects of valentine by carol ann duffy is its emphasis on honesty. The
poem’s speaker doesn’t shy away from the darker sides of love. Instead, they embrace vulnerability,
suggesting that true intimacy comes from being open and truthful, even when it’s uncomfortable.

This honest portrayal makes the poem relatable and refreshing, especially in a culture that often
idealizes perfect relationships.

Subversion of Traditional Romantic Language

Duffy’s poem uses plain, direct language, contrasting sharply with the flowery and sentimental
language usually found in love poetry. This subversion makes the poem feel modern and accessible,
speaking to a contemporary audience that might be skeptical of overused romantic tropes.

Analyzing the Structure and Style of Valentine by Carol
Ann Duffy

The way Duffy crafts her poem plays a significant role in how its message is delivered.

Free Verse and Natural Flow

Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy is written in free verse, without a strict rhyme scheme or meter. This
gives the poem a conversational tone, as if the speaker is talking directly to the reader or their
beloved. The lack of formal constraints mirrors the poem’s theme of breaking away from traditional
expectations.

Imagery and Sensory Language

Duffy uses vivid imagery to engage the senses, making the metaphor of the onion visceral. Phrases
like “It will blind you with tears like a lover” evoke strong emotional and physical reactions, helping
readers experience the poem beyond just words on a page.



Repetition and Emphasis

Certain lines and images are repeated or echoed throughout the poem to reinforce key ideas. For
example, the recurring focus on the onion’s layers and its physical effects emphasizes the
multifaceted nature of love.

Why Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy Resonates Today

In a world saturated with commercialized expressions of love, Duffy’s poem feels like a breath of
fresh air. It resonates because it acknowledges that love is neither perfect nor easy, yet still worth
embracing.

A Modern Love Poem for a Modern Audience

Traditional romantic poetry can sometimes feel outdated or overly idealistic. Valentine by Carol Ann
Duffy speaks to contemporary readers who are more skeptical of grand gestures and more
interested in authenticity. It reflects real relationships—messy, complex, and deeply human.

Educational Impact and Popularity

This poem is frequently studied in schools and universities because it challenges students to think
critically about language, symbolism, and themes of love. Its accessibility and depth make it a
favorite for classroom discussions and literary analysis.

Tips for Analyzing Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy

If you’re studying this poem or simply want to understand it better, here are some helpful tips:

Focus on the metaphor: Spend time unpacking the onion imagery and what each layer might
represent.

Consider the tone: Notice how the tone shifts from ironic to sincere, adding depth to the
speaker’s message.

Look for contrasts: Identify the differences between traditional romantic symbols and Duffy’s
alternative approach.

Reflect on personal experience: Think about how the poem’s portrayal of love relates to
your own understanding and experiences.

Analyze language choices: Pay attention to the poem’s diction and how simple language can



carry complex meaning.

How Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy Challenges Our
Perception of Love

By choosing an onion as the central symbol, Duffy invites us to rethink love beyond the surface. The
poem suggests that love is not about superficial sweetness but about embracing all
aspects—including pain, honesty, and growth.

This perspective is especially important in a culture that often pressures people to present perfect
relationships. Duffy’s poem encourages embracing authenticity, with all its imperfections.

The Role of Gifts in Expressing Love

Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy also comments on the commercialization of love through gifts.
Whereas Valentine’s Day is typically associated with store-bought presents, the poem offers a gift
that is raw and meaningful.

This challenges readers to think about how they express love and whether their gestures are
genuine or just following tradition.

Final Thoughts on Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy

Encountering valentine by carol ann duffy is a reminder that poetry can offer fresh insights into
familiar emotions. It strips away romantic clichés to reveal love’s true nature—complex, sometimes
painful, but ultimately sincere and powerful.

The poem’s candidness and originality continue to inspire readers to rethink what it means to love
and be loved. Whether you’re a poetry enthusiast, a student, or simply someone curious about love,
Duffy’s poem offers a compelling and thought-provoking exploration that stays with you long after
the last line.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Valentine' by Carol Ann Duffy?
The central theme of 'Valentine' is a realistic and unconventional portrayal of love, challenging
traditional romantic clichés by using an onion as a metaphor for love's complexity and layers.



How does Carol Ann Duffy use the onion as a symbol in
'Valentine'?
Duffy uses the onion as a symbol to represent love's raw, honest, and sometimes painful nature,
highlighting its layers, tears, and the idea that love can be both beautiful and hurtful.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Valentine' by Carol
Ann Duffy?
The poem prominently features metaphor, imagery, enjambment, and free verse to convey its
message, with the onion serving as an extended metaphor for love.

How does 'Valentine' challenge traditional Valentine's Day gift
ideas?
The poem rejects traditional symbols like roses and chocolates, instead offering an onion as a symbol
of authentic love, emphasizing honesty and depth over superficial romantic gestures.

What tone does Carol Ann Duffy adopt in 'Valentine' and why?
Duffy adopts a candid, straightforward, and somewhat ironic tone to critique conventional romantic
expressions and to present a more nuanced and honest view of love.

Additional Resources
**Unpacking “Valentine” by Carol Ann Duffy: A Modern Take on Love and Gifts**

valentine by carol ann duffy is a poem that defies conventional romantic clichés, presenting a
stark, unconventional view of love through the metaphor of an onion. Written by Carol Ann Duffy,
the former Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom, this poem challenges traditional symbols of
affection, such as roses and chocolates, in favor of a more raw and authentic representation. This
article offers a comprehensive, professional analysis of “Valentine,” exploring its themes, stylistic
features, and cultural significance while integrating relevant keywords and concepts for a nuanced
understanding.

Understanding “Valentine” by Carol Ann Duffy

Carol Ann Duffy’s “Valentine” is a contemporary poem that subverts typical Valentine’s Day imagery.
Rather than celebrating love with predictable symbols, Duffy chooses the onion as a metaphor,
emphasizing complexity, honesty, and sometimes painful truths within relationships. The poem was
first published in Duffy’s 1993 collection *Mean Time*, and it has since become a staple in
discussions about modern love poetry.

The poem’s opening line immediately signals its departure from tradition: “Not a red rose or a satin
heart.” This rejection of stereotypical love gifts invites readers to reconsider what love truly entails



beyond surface-level gestures. The onion, with its layers and pungent smell, serves as a symbol of
love’s multifaceted nature—both beautiful and capable of causing tears.

Thematic Exploration: Love Beyond the Cliché

At its core, “Valentine” by Carol Ann Duffy explores the complexities of love, steering away from
idealized romance. The poem delves into themes such as:

- **Authenticity:** The poem values sincere expressions over commercialized gestures.
- **Complexity:** Love is portrayed as layered and multifaceted, much like an onion’s structure.
- **Pain and Vulnerability:** The peeling of an onion symbolizes the emotional exposure and
potential hurt involved in intimate relationships.
- **Possession and Control:** Through lines like “I am trying to be truthful,” Duffy hints at the
difficulties of honesty and power dynamics in love.

Duffy’s choice to use an onion instead of traditional Valentine’s Day symbols pushes the reader to
confront love’s often overlooked rawness. This thematic stance aligns with broader contemporary
poetry trends that favor realism and emotional depth over romantic idealism.

Stylistic and Literary Devices in “Valentine”

“Valentine” demonstrates Duffy’s mastery of poetic techniques, using language and structure to
reinforce the poem’s message. Key literary features include:

- **Free Verse Structure:** The poem’s lack of a rigid rhyme scheme or meter mirrors the
unpredictable nature of love.
- **Imagery:** Vivid descriptions of the onion’s qualities evoke sensory responses, such as its “fierce
kiss” and “platinum loops” of skin.
- **Metaphor:** The central metaphor of the onion skillfully embodies the poem’s themes, with each
layer representing aspects of love.
- **Direct Address:** The speaker’s conversational tone, achieved through second-person narration,
creates intimacy and immediacy.
- **Symbolism:** The onion symbolizes honesty and the complexity of emotional exposure,
contrasting sharply with superficial Valentine’s gifts.

These elements work in tandem to challenge readers’ preconceived notions and invite a more
nuanced understanding of love.

Comparative Perspectives: “Valentine” Versus
Traditional Love Poetry

When positioned alongside classical love poems, “Valentine” stands out for its modern, candid
approach. Traditional love poetry often idealizes relationships, focusing on beauty, passion, or
eternal devotion. For example, Shakespeare’s sonnets frequently employ floral imagery and exalt the



beloved’s physical attributes.

In contrast, Duffy’s poem rejects this idealization. The onion metaphor is earthy, even unsettling,
emphasizing love’s potential to wound as well as to nourish. This contrast is crucial in appreciating
how “Valentine” reflects contemporary attitudes toward relationships—acknowledging that love is
not only joyful but also fraught with challenges.

Additionally, “Valentine” engages with consumer culture critiques by dismissing clichéd Valentine’s
Day gifts. This positions the poem within a wider cultural discourse about authenticity versus
commercialism in expressions of affection.

Impact and Reception in Literary Circles

Since its publication, “Valentine” by Carol Ann Duffy has been widely studied in academic settings
and praised for its innovative perspective. The poem is frequently included in GCSE and A-Level
English Literature curricula, where it serves as a counterpoint to more traditional love poetry. Its
accessible language combined with layered meaning renders it particularly suitable for teaching
themes of love, identity, and language.

Critics have lauded Duffy’s fresh voice and her ability to encapsulate complex emotional experiences
in relatively brief poetic form. However, some readers find the poem’s bluntness and rejection of
romantic idealism unsettling, indicating its power to provoke debate about the nature of love.

Why “Valentine” by Carol Ann Duffy Remains Relevant

In an era saturated with commercialized romantic gestures, “Valentine” remains relevant as a
critique of superficiality in love. Its enduring popularity can be attributed to several factors:

Relatability: Many readers connect with the poem’s honest portrayal of love’s challenges.

Subversion: The poem challenges social norms and encourages critical thinking about
cultural practices surrounding Valentine’s Day.

Emotional Depth: It acknowledges the vulnerability inherent in intimate relationships.

Educational Value: Its thematic richness makes it a valuable resource for literary analysis
and discussion.

Moreover, “Valentine” taps into ongoing conversations about gender, power, and emotion in
relationships, making it a significant work in contemporary feminist poetry.



Practical Implications: Rethinking Romantic Gifts

“Valentine” by Carol Ann Duffy implicitly questions the value and meaning of traditional romantic
gifts. By choosing an onion—a humble, everyday object—as a metaphorical gift, the poem invites
reflection on what constitutes a meaningful expression of love.

This perspective encourages individuals to:

Focus on sincerity over materialism.1.

Embrace honesty, even when it reveals uncomfortable truths.2.

Recognize the complexities and imperfections in relationships.3.

Reject societal pressures to conform to commercialized romantic rituals.4.

Such insights have practical relevance beyond poetry, influencing how people approach
relationships and Valentine’s Day celebrations.

“Valentine” by Carol Ann Duffy continues to resonate due to its courageous honesty and innovative
approach to an age-old theme. By rejecting the conventional and embracing the raw, Duffy invites
readers to reconsider love in its truest form—a layered, sometimes painful, yet profoundly human
experience.

Valentine By Carol Ann Duffy

  valentine by carol ann duffy: Scottish Set Text Guide: Poetry of Carol Ann Duffy for
National 5 and Higher English Carolyn Cunningham, 2020-03-16 Exam Board: SQA Level:
National 5 and Higher Subject: English First teaching: September 2017 (N5) / September 2018
(Higher) First exams: Summer 2018 (N5) / Summer 2019 (Higher) Understand, analyse, evaluate,
succeed. This study and revision guide takes you through every aspect of Carol Ann Duffy's poetry,
with exam advice for the National 5 and Higher English Critical Reading papers. Fully up to date
with SQA's latest exam requirements, this book is written by an expert who knows what exam
success looks like. b” Develop understanding of language, structure and themes. /bClear
explanations and detailed commentary are supported by definitions of key terms and unfamiliar
wordsbrbrb” Build critical and analytical skills. /bStudents are encouraged to think more deeply
about the poems and consider the writers' ideas, choices and techniquesbrbrb” Receive advice on
the Scottish Texts section of the exam. /bSample questions with model answers and examiner-style
commentary are supported by additional practice questions for students to dobrbrb” Prepare for the
Critical Essay section of the exam. /bWith tips and examples for planning, structuring and writing a
top-grade essay, plus practice essay questions for students to answerbrbrb” Remember key
quotations.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Carol Ann Duffy Jane Dowson, 2016-05-17 This is the only
monograph to consider the entire thirty-year career, publications, and influence of Britain's first
female poet laureate. It outlines her impact on trends in contemporary poetry and establishes what
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we mean by ‘Duffyesque’ concerns and techniques. Discussions of her writing and activities prove
how she has championed the relevance of poetry to all areas of contemporary culture and to the life
of every human being. Individual chapters discuss the lyrics of ‘love, loss, and longing’; the socially
motivated poems about the 1980s; the female-centred volumes and poems; the relationship between
poetry and public life; and poetry and childhood and written for children. The book should whet the
appetite of readers who know little of Duffy’s work to find out more, while providing students and
scholars with an in-depth analysis of the poems in their contexts. It draws on a wide range of critical
works and includes an extensive list of further reading.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Poems about Emotions Clare Constant, 2014-01-01 Examines
emotional poems, showing readers how to explore the meaning in a poem and discussing the
techniques the poets used to create them.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: WJEC Eduqas GCSE English Literature Skills for Literature and
the Unseen Poetry Student Book Paula Adair, 2015-08-28 Endorsed by WJEC Eduqas. Equip your
students with the skills required to analyse and respond to every poem in the WJEC Eduqas Poetry
Anthology. - Helps students of all abilities to explore each poem with a step-by-step approach to
textual analysis that moves gradually from first impressions to detailed explorations - Develops the
skills students need for GCSE and beyond by providing focused activities for each Assessment
Objective - Teaches students how to approach different question types with exam-style questions,
examiner advice and prompts throughout the text to emphasise literary comparison - Offers a quick
knowledge check at the end of each chapter with self-assessment criteria for students to map their
progress - Increases students' confidence tackling Component 2 of the specification through a
dedicated section on unseen poetry
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Poem a Day Karen McCosker, Nicolas Albery, 2025-09-02 Fill
your life with more poetry, every day of the year! Read it daily by yourself or use it to connect with
friends or your book club A book for self-discovery, and also sharing, with more than 100,000 copies
sold! This book is a dream, a revivalist campaign, a challenge, a book of days, and an anthology, all
in one. — The Guardian Features 366 poems old and new, one for each day of the year, each worth
discovering, sharing, or learning by heart. On most pages readers will also find brief, often amusing,
always interesting details about the poets and their poems to enrich the experience. Poem a Day
makes an ideal gift for just about any occasion. It can bring together friends and loved ones, who,
whether across town or across the country, can share the ritual of reading the same poem each day.
And it is a wonderful companion for anyone who wants to make poetry a part of everyday life. Poem
a Day is truly a beautiful poetry collection from the classics to the present. The book provides: · a
great introduction to poetry and poets · a diverse range of poets and styles · a short bio of each
author at the bottom of the page, which makes reading the poem more meaningful
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Signs of Love: Love Match Melody James, 2012-02-02 The path
of true love never runs smoothly, and when Gemma is involved it can get exceedingly bumpy! For as
long as thirteen-year-old Gemma Stone can remember she has dreamed of becoming an
award-winning journalist. Unfortunately, as the youngest member of the editorial team on the Green
Park High student web-zine, she is given the job of writing the horoscopes, under the pen name
'Jessica Jupiter'. Not knowing the first thing about astrology, Gemma decides to make the most of
her unexpected situation by using her new position to play Cupid with her friends, writing fictional
forecasts to help their romantic dreams come true. But is Gemma to busy with her friends love lives
to notice signs of love closer to home?
  valentine by carol ann duffy: I Wouldn't Thank You for a Valentine Carol Ann Duffy,
1997-11-15 Alice Walker and Maya Angelou are just two of the 80 women poets in this collection of
feminist poetry for young readers.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: A/AS Level English Language and Literature for AQA Student
Book Marcello Giovanelli, Andrea Macrae, Felicity Titjen, Ian Cushing, 2015-07-09 A new series of
bespoke, full-coverage resources developed for the 2015 A Level English qualifications. Endorsed for
the AQA A/AS Level English Language and Literature specification for first teaching from 2015, this



print Student Book offers stretch opportunities for the more able and additional scaffolding for those
who need it. Providing full coverage of the specification, the unique three-part structure bridges the
gap between GCSE and A Level and develops students' understanding of descriptive linguistics and
literary and non-literary stylistics, together with support for the revised coursework component and
new textual intervention task. An enhanced digital edition and free Teacher's Resource are also
available.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: New Scottish Poetry Gordon Liddell, Anne Gifford, 2001
Compiled to help meet the requirements of the English and Communication Higher Still, this
anthology: draws on a wide range of Scottish poets; contains work of contemporary poets; raises
issues of significance to students; and offers activities designed to help students achieve their best.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Flights Of Fancy 1: A Journey Through Poetry, Prose And Drama
(2nd Edition) ,
  valentine by carol ann duffy: 'Choosing Tough Words' Angelica Michelis, Antony Rowland,
2003 If the post of Poet Laureate was allocated on the basis of popularity, Carol Ann Duffy would
have been the first woman to hold this prestigious post. Like Philip Larkin in his day, Duffy is both a
poet respected by many academics and teachers, and widely read and enjoyed by children and adult
readers of poetry. This is the first full-length collection of essays on the poetry of Carol Ann Duffy,
approaching and exploring her work from a variety of literary theoretical perspectives, including
feminism, masculinity, national identity, and post-structuralism. This lively anthology situates Duffy's
poems in relation to current debates about the state, value and social relevance of contemporary
British poetry.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: One Hundred Years of Poetry for Children Michael Harrison,
1999 This is a comprehensive celebration of 100 years of poetry written for children. The 20th
century has seen an explosion in the number of poets writing for children, and in the amount of
accessible poetry available to them.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Seasons of Life Nigel Collins, Jim Herrick, John Pearce,
2010-06-03 This remarkable anthology of poems and prose on the human condition brings together a
wide range of romantic and humanist thought from around the world. The greatest of philosophers
and poets have contemplated the seasons of life in their own time: nature, birth, childhood, love,
marriage, parenthood, reflection, the end of life, and all those days in between that give us rich and
surprising experiences. Compiled by accomplished writer and noted humanist Jim Herrick, this
volume draws together some of the most powerful poems and meditations from Maya Angelou, W.H.
Auden, Samuel Butler, e.e. cummings, Albert Camus, Robert Creeley, Emily Dickinson, John Donne,
George Eliot, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Epicurus, Robert Frost, Kahlil Gibran, Thomas Hardy, Robert
Herrick, Langston Hughes, Robert Ingersoll, John Keats, Rudyard Kipling, John Lennon, Lucretius,
Ogden Nash, Thomas Paine, Sylvia Plath, Bertrand Russell, George Santayana, Sappho, Seneca,
Shakespeare, George Bernard Shaw, Dylan Thomas, W.B. Yeats, Walt Whitman, and many other
notables. These enlightening and stimulating words from many of the world''s best-known authors
are both realistic and powerful, offering readers the opportunity to feel the intensity of human
experience and, perhaps, reconsider their own thoughts about life''s passing seasons. Divided into
nineteen sections that encompass the major watershed periods in human existence, this volume is
designed to be enjoyed independently or as a useful complement to various ceremonies, such as
births, graduations, weddings, celebrations, funerals, and much more.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Poetry Please: Love Poems Various Poets, 2015-01-22 'What
will survive of us is love.' In this new anthology poets from across the ages lead us on a journey of
love in its many forms. From Shakespeare to Rossetti, Keats to Auden, Byron to Browning an
beyond, as well as a host of contemporary voices including Wendy Cope, Simon Armitage and Carol
Ann Duffy, this new gathering of timeless love poems speaks to the heart about this most universal
of themes. Whether in marriage or heartbreak, friendship or infatuation, whether in pursuit of the
unattainable ideal or else settling down together for life, whether in love or out of it, you will find
poems here to touch the heart. A vital assembly of our most treasured and enduring love poems.



  valentine by carol ann duffy: Ordinary Matters Lorraine Sim, 2016-10-20 The first major
interdisciplinary study of the ordinary in modernist women's literature and photography that
demonstrates how their alternative vision of the everyday extends, and often complicates, that of
their male contemporaries as well as contemporary everyday life theory--
  valentine by carol ann duffy: 100 Poems That Matter The Academy of American Poets,
2022-12-13 A moving, thought-provoking, and emotional anthology of classical and contemporary
poems from across the world that invites us to celebrate poetry’s power to capture the truths that
really matter. 100 Poems That Matter examines universal themes of love, loss, and the experiences
that define us. At turns moving, thoughtful, and thrilling, 100 Poems That Matter emphasizes the
natural way poetry connects with us and encourages us to bring a deeper sense of honesty into our
lives. Featured poets include: Emily Brontë E.E. Cummings Kahlil Gibran Audre Lorde Emily
Dickinson Maya Angelou Ross Gay Maggie Smith Amanda Gorman Mary Oliver And many others. A
treasure trove for readers of poetry and a profound, uplifting gift for graduations, weddings,
birthdays, anniversaries, and other occasions that inspire reflection.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Cognitive Grammar in Stylistics Marcello Giovanelli, Chloe
Harrison, 2024-08-22 Providing an engaging, accessible and practically-focused introduction to
cognitive grammar, this book demonstrates how central cognitive grammar principles can be used in
stylistic analyses. Assuming no prior knowledge, it leads students through the basics of cognitive
grammar, outlining its place within the field of cognitive linguistics as a whole, providing clear
explanations of key principles and concepts, and explaining how these can be used to support the
study of a range of literary and non-literary texts. Thoroughly updated throughout to encompass
emerging trends in the field, this second edition features: - Increased exploration of a range of
topics, including specificity and definiteness, scanning, perfective and imperfective verbs, action
chains, and subjective and objective construal - A brand new chapter on extended projects in
cognitive grammar - Additional activities, including on a wider range of literary texts - Further
solutions to modelled answers - Updated examples, references, and further reading
recommendations Presenting cognitive grammar as a powerful alternative to more traditional
grammatical models to enable the analysis of texts, the book's primary focus is on the practical
application of cognitive grammar to examples of language in context and on its potential for
specifically literary and non-literary material. It offers a clear and facilitating approach to allow
students to describe language features carefully and to explore how these descriptions can be
developed into full and rich analyses.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: Perfect Readings for Weddings Jonathan Law, 2010-12-15
Perfect Readings for Weddings is an anthology of the best poems, prose passages and quotations
about love and marriage. Including everything from familiar blessings and verses to more unusual
choices, it covers every sort of reading you could wish for. With advice on how to choose the right
readings for the occasion and tips on how to ensure that everything runs smoothly on the day,
Perfect Readings for Weddings has everything you need to make sure the whole ceremony is both
memorable and meaningful. The Perfect series is a range of practical guides that give clear and
straightforward advice on everything from getting your first job to choosing your baby's name.
Written by experienced authors offering tried-and-tested tips, each book contains all you need to get
it right first time.
  valentine by carol ann duffy: The Routledge History of Literature in English Ronald Carter,
John McRae, 2016-10-04 The Routledge History of Literature in English covers the main
developments in the history of British and Irish literature from AD 600 to the present day.
Accompanying language notes explore the interrelationships between language and literature,
emphasising the growth of literary writing, its traditions, conventions and changing characteristics.
Extensive quotations from poetry, prose and drama underpin the narrative. With a new chapter on
novels, drama and poetry in the 21st century and an extensive companion website, The Routledge
History of Literature in English will be an invaluable reference for any student of English literature
and language.



  valentine by carol ann duffy: Fifty Strong , 2005-11-08 Published in association with South
Bank Centre Education, this exciting thought-provoking collection is guaranteed to engage a class of
teenagers! Selected by a team of teenagers and contemporary poets from around the country, the
poems reflect the experiences, hopes and dreams of young people today, with something to inspire
everyone. The poems are grouped together under the following themes:VoicesThe Weight of
SorrowDreams and AspirationsMeddwyl: It makes you thinkThe end then?Each section includes
notes from the teenagers about why the poems were chosen. An introduction by David Kitchen,
helps you get the most out of the collection.Age 11+Click here to read an article from The Guardian
about Fifty Strong.
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