university press of the pacific

University Press of the Pacific: A Deep Dive into Its Legacy and Influence

university press of the pacific is a name that resonates with scholars, authors, and
readers interested in the rich tapestry of academic publishing, especially relating to Asia
and the Pacific region. Founded with a mission to disseminate scholarly knowledge and
cultural insights, the University Press of the Pacific (UPP) carved a unique niche in the world
of academic and regional publishing. If you’ve ever wondered about the role of university
presses beyond the typical Western academic landscape, UPP offers a fascinating case
study.

Origins and Mission of University Press of the
Pacific

The University Press of the Pacific was established in the early 1990s, aiming to fill a
significant void in academic publishing focused on Asia and the Pacific Rim. Unlike many
traditional university presses affiliated with specific universities, UPP operated as an
independent publisher, which allowed it greater flexibility and a broader scope in its
publishing choices.

Its core mission was to publish scholarly works that highlighted the histories, cultures,
politics, and social dynamics of the Pacific region. This mission was especially important
considering the limited platforms available to scholars working on or within these
geographical areas at that time. UPP sought to promote cross-cultural understanding and
provide a voice for academic research that might otherwise remain niche or inaccessible.

Focus Areas and Academic Contribution

UPP specialized in several key subject areas, including:

- Asian and Pacific studies

- Anthropology and cultural studies

- History and political science

- Literature and linguistics

- Environmental and social issues relevant to the Pacific Rim

By concentrating on these topics, the university press became a vital resource for
academics, students, and libraries worldwide. Its publications often bridged gaps between
Western academia and Pacific perspectives, fostering a more inclusive approach to
scholarship.



The Publishing Model and Distribution

One of the distinctive features of the University Press of the Pacific was its innovative
approach to publishing and distribution. As the digital age dawned, UPP was among the
earlier adopters of print-on-demand technology, which allowed it to manage inventory
efficiently and reduce costs. This model was especially beneficial for academic titles that
typically have smaller print runs but steady, long-term demand.

Print-on-Demand and Digital Accessibility

The print-on-demand system meant that books could be produced only when an order was
placed, minimizing waste and storage needs. This approach was particularly suited to
academic publishing, where niche titles might not justify large print runs but remain
essential for specific scholarly communities.

Moreover, the University Press of the Pacific embraced emerging digital distribution
channels, making many of its titles available as e-books. This broadened accessibility,
especially for international readers and institutions that might struggle with shipping costs
or customs delays.

Partnerships and Collaborations

UPP also partnered with various academic institutions, libraries, and distributors to amplify
its reach. These collaborations helped the press place its books in university courses and
research collections globally. Such partnerships were crucial in establishing UPP’s
reputation as a reliable source of quality academic work on Pacific and Asian studies.

The Impact of University Press of the Pacific on
Academic Publishing

Publishing scholarly works with a regional focus is vital for preserving and promoting
diverse cultural narratives. The University Press of the Pacific played a significant role in
this regard, contributing to a better understanding of Asia-Pacific dynamics.

Supporting Emerging Scholars and Diverse Voices

By giving a platform to emerging scholars and researchers from the Pacific region, UPP
helped elevate voices that might otherwise have been overshadowed in the global
academic discourse. This support was particularly important for early-career academics and
authors from less represented communities.



Enhancing Curriculum and Research Resources

The books and journals published by UPP have been integrated into university curricula and
research libraries worldwide. Their availability enriched academic resources, enabling
students and researchers to access materials that reflect the complexities and nuances of
the Pacific region’s cultures and issues.

Challenges and Evolution in the Changing
Publishing Landscape

Like many independent academic publishers, University Press of the Pacific faced
challenges in an evolving market characterized by digital disruption, shifting funding
models, and changing reader habits. Despite its innovative strategies, maintaining financial
sustainability in a niche market proved difficult.

The Transition and Legacy

In the late 2000s, University Press of the Pacific underwent significant changes, including
acquisition and restructuring by other publishing entities. While it no longer operates
independently under the same name, its catalog and mission continue to influence
academic publishing through successor organizations.

The legacy of UPP lives on in the continued availability of its titles and the example it set for
focused, regionally oriented scholarly publishing. It demonstrated how a university press
could successfully blend academic rigor with cultural relevance and business innovation.

Why University Press of the Pacific Matters Today

In today’s globalized academic environment, the importance of diverse perspectives and
regional scholarship has never been greater. University Press of the Pacific’s pioneering
work in championing Asia-Pacific studies remains relevant for several reasons:

e Preservation of Regional Knowledge: UPP’s publications serve as key repositories
of knowledge about the Pacific’'s diverse histories and cultures.

e Encouraging Cross-Cultural Dialogue: By making Pacific scholarship accessible
worldwide, UPP fostered greater understanding between East and West.

e Inspiration for Independent Academic Publishing: Its innovative models
continue to inspire smaller presses facing the challenges of modern publishing.



For students, researchers, and anyone interested in the Pacific Rim, exploring titles from
the University Press of the Pacific remains a valuable way to engage with authentic and
well-researched scholarship.

Tips for Finding University Press of the Pacific
Publications

If you're looking to access books published by UPP, here are some useful tips:

1. Search University Libraries: Many academic libraries hold UPP titles in their
collections, especially those with strong Asian and Pacific studies programs.

2. Check Online Academic Retailers: Websites like Amazon or specialized academic
bookshops often list UPP books, sometimes in print-on-demand or e-book formats.

3. Use Digital Archives: Some university presses that acquired UPP’s catalog have
made titles available digitally, either for purchase or through institutional access.

4. Explore Secondhand Bookstores: Given the niche market, some UPP titles may be
found through used book dealers or online marketplaces.

Engaging with these resources can open doors to unique perspectives and research not
widely available elsewhere.

University Press of the Pacific’s story is a testament to the power of academic publishing to
bridge cultures and advance knowledge. Though its independent chapter has evolved, the
imprint’s influence endures—reminding us of the importance of dedicated scholarly presses
that focus on underrepresented regions and topics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the University Press of the Pacific?

The University Press of the Pacific was an academic publishing company specializing in
books related to Asia and the Pacific region, including subjects like history, culture, and
social sciences.

Is the University Press of the Pacific still operational?

No, the University Press of the Pacific ceased operations around 2013 after its assets were
acquired by other publishing entities.



What types of publications did the University Press of
the Pacific produce?

They published scholarly books, textbooks, and research monographs focusing on Asia and
the Pacific, covering disciplines such as anthropology, history, literature, and environmental
studies.

Where was the University Press of the Pacific based?

The University Press of the Pacific was headquartered in Honolulu, Hawaii, United States.

How did the University Press of the Pacific contribute to
academic research?

It provided a platform for academic works related to the Pacific and Asia, supporting
regional scholarship and making specialized research more accessible globally.

Who were the primary audiences for publications from
the University Press of the Pacific?

Their primary audiences included scholars, researchers, students, and libraries with
interests in Asian and Pacific studies.

Did the University Press of the Pacific publish
textbooks?

Yes, they published educational textbooks alongside scholarly monographs and reference
works focused on topics related to the Asia-Pacific region.

What happened to the titles published by the University
Press of the Pacific after it closed?

Many of their titles were acquired and continue to be distributed by other academic
publishers, ensuring continued availability of these works.

Can 1 still purchase books originally published by the
University Press of the Pacific?

Yes, books originally published by the University Press of the Pacific are still available
through various online retailers, libraries, and second-hand bookshops.

Did the University Press of the Pacific have any digital
or online publishing initiatives?

Before closing, the University Press of the Pacific had begun exploring digital publication
formats, but their primary focus remained on traditional print academic books.



Additional Resources

University Press of the Pacific: An In-Depth Examination of Its Role in Academic Publishing

university press of the pacific has established itself as a distinctive entity within the
realm of academic publishing, particularly known for its specialization in the humanities,
social sciences, and Pacific-related studies. Founded in the late 20th century, this
independent press carved a niche by focusing on scholarly works that often receive less
attention from major commercial publishing houses. This article undertakes a
comprehensive review of the University Press of the Pacific, assessing its history, publishing
scope, challenges, and impact on academic discourse, while incorporating relevant search
terms such as academic publishing, scholarly books, and regional focus.

Historical Background and Foundation

University Press of the Pacific emerged as a private academic publisher dedicated to
disseminating scholarly research that highlights Pacific Rim cultures, histories, and social
issues. Unlike university-affiliated presses, it operated independently, which allowed for
greater flexibility in choosing niche topics. Its foundation was driven by the need to provide
a platform for academic voices from and about the Pacific region—an area often
underrepresented in global academic publishing.

This focus on Pacific studies positioned the press uniquely among university presses and
independent publishers. Over the years, it expanded its catalog to include a variety of
disciplines, ranging from anthropology and history to literature and environmental studies,
all with a strong regional or cultural emphasis.

Publishing Scope and Academic Contributions

At the heart of the University Press of the Pacific’s mission was its commitment to
producing scholarly books and monographs that contribute to academic knowledge and
cultural understanding. The press specialized in:

Pacific Rim studies

Asian and Oceanic history

Indigenous cultures and languages

Interdisciplinary social sciences

Environmental and ecological research related to the Pacific region

Its catalog often included works by emerging scholars as well as established academics,



providing a platform for innovative research that might not find a home in more
commercially driven presses. This inclusivity helped foster academic diversity and gave
voice to marginalized perspectives.

Comparison with Other University Presses

When compared to larger university presses like Oxford University Press or Cambridge
University Press, the University Press of the Pacific exhibited a more focused regional
emphasis and smaller operational scale. This specialization allowed for greater editorial
attention to detail and a tailored approach to regional scholarship but came with challenges
in distribution and marketing reach.

Unlike some university presses that benefit from institutional funding and extensive
distribution networks, University Press of the Pacific relied more heavily on niche academic

markets and direct sales. This model affected its visibility but maintained a strong
connection with its core academic audience.

Challenges and Operational Dynamics

Operating as an independent university press brought inherent challenges. Financial
sustainability was a recurring concern, especially given the limited market size for
specialized academic books. The press had to balance rigorous peer review standards with
the economic realities of academic publishing.

Additionally, the rise of digital publishing and open-access models in recent decades posed
both opportunities and threats. While digital formats allowed wider dissemination of Pacific-

related research, competing with larger presses and open-access platforms required
strategic adaptation.

Pros and Cons of University Press of the Pacific’s
Approach

e Pros:
o Strong regional and cultural focus creating a unique academic niche.
o Commitment to supporting emerging scholars and diverse viewpoints.

o High editorial standards fostering scholarly credibility.

e Cons:



o Limited distribution and marketing reach compared to major university presses.
o Financial constraints affecting publication volume and sustainability.

o Challenges adapting to rapidly evolving digital publishing trends.

Impact on Scholarly Communication and Pacific
Studies

The influence of the University Press of the Pacific extends beyond mere book production.
By championing niche areas of study, it has contributed significantly to the visibility of
Pacific Rim scholarship. Many of its publications have become essential references in fields
such as anthropology, history, and environmental studies related to the Pacific.

Furthermore, the press’s role in preserving and promoting indigenous knowledge and
languages has been notable. In an academic landscape often dominated by Western
perspectives, its catalog offers alternative narratives and deeper cultural insights.

Digitization and Modernization Efforts

Recognizing the importance of digital access, the University Press of the Pacific explored
partnerships with online academic platforms and repositories. These efforts aimed to make
its titles more accessible to a global audience, particularly students and researchers
without access to large institutional libraries.

While the transition was gradual, embracing digital formats has become essential in
ensuring ongoing relevance and reach. This shift also aligns with broader trends in
academic publishing, where open-access and digital dissemination are increasingly
prioritized.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of University
Press of the Pacific

In an era where academic publishing is dominated by large conglomerates and shifting
digital paradigms, the University Press of the Pacific stands as a testament to the value of
specialized, regionally focused scholarly publishing. Its dedication to Pacific studies and
humanities has filled a crucial gap, supporting academic diversity and regional
representation.

Though facing challenges typical of independent university presses, its contributions



continue to resonate within scholarly communities. As academic publishing evolves, the
press’s legacy underscores the importance of maintaining diverse voices and perspectives,
particularly those tied intimately to distinctive cultural and geographic contexts.

University Press Of The Pacific

university press of the pacific: The Exploration of the Pacific John Cawte Beaglehole, 1968

university press of the pacific: Peoples of the Pacific Paul D'Arcy, 2017-05-15 Presenting
the history of the inhabitants of the Pacific Islands from first colonization until the spread of
European colonial rule in the later 19th century, this volume focuses specifically on Pacific
Islander-European interactions from the perspective of Pacific Islanders themselves. A number of
recorded traditions are reproduced as well as articles by Pacific Island scholars working within the
academy. The nature of Pacific History as a sub-discipline is presented through a sample of key
articles from the 1890s until the present that represent the historical evolution of the field and its
multidisciplinary nature. The volume reflects on how the indigenous inhabitants of the Pacific
Islands have a history as dynamic and complex as that of literate societies, and one that is more
retrievable through multidisciplinary approaches than often realized.

university press of the pacific: Politics in Pacific Asia Xiaoming Huang, Jason Young,
2017-09-16 This lively and accessible new edition provides a uniquely broad-ranging introduction to
the governance and politics of Pacific Asia. Thematically structured around the key institutions and
issues, it is genuinely comparative in its approach to the whole region. A range of representative
countries (China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam and the
Philippines) are used as key case examples throughout and each of them is subject to a detailed
full-page country profile. This diverse region is a fascinating area for study. Politics in Pacific Asia
provides a framework to form a coherent understanding of the region's politics; it balances
persistent patterns with the latest developments and general characteristics with the differing
cultures, histories and institutions of individual countries.

university press of the pacific: The Pacific Islands Moshe Rapaport, 1999 Forty-five
contributors offer information on the physical environment, history, culture, population, economy,
and living environment of the Pacific islands.

university press of the pacific: A History of the Pacific Islands Steven Roger Fischer,
2013-03-13 This wide-ranging study of the Pacific Islands provides a dynamic and provocative
account of the peopling of the Pacific, and its broad impact on world history. Spanning over 50,000
years of human presence in an area which comprises one-third of our planet - Melanesia, Micronesia
and Polynesia - the narrative follows the development of the region, from New Guinea's earliest
settlement to the creation of the modern Pacific states. Thoroughly revised and updated in light of
the most recent scholarship, the second edition includes: ¢ an overview of the events and
developments in the Pacific Islands over the last decade * coverage of the latest archaeological
discoveries ¢ several new maps ¢ an updated and expanded bibliography Steven Roger Fischer's
unique text provides a highly accessible and invaluable introduction to the history of an area which
is currently emerging as pivotal in international affairs. A History of the Pacific Islands traces the
human history of nearly one-third of the globe over a fifty-thousand year span. This is history on a
grand scale, taking the islands of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia from prehistoric culture to
the present day through a skilful interpretation of scholarship in the field. Fischer's familiarity with
work in archaeology and anthropology as well as in history enriches the text, making this a book
with wide appeal for students and general readers.

university press of the pacific: Pacific Gateways: Trans-Oceanic Narratives and
Anglophone Literature, 1780-1914 Tomoe Kumojima, Laurence Williams, 2024-12-28 ““Who is ...


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-148/university-press-of-the-pacific.pdf

the Proust of the Paphuans?’, Saul Bellow infamously inquired, as if this vast expanse were too
small, scattered and backward to deserve consideration. In response to this challenge, Pacific
Gateways seeks to define a new (if provisional) canon. This diverse, insightful and compelling
collection applies ethnographic perspectives (contact zone, participant-testimony, indigeneity) to a
diverse range of genres (romance, travelogue, memoir) to demonstrate how the Pacific already
prefigures and generates later networks of global exchange. It offers not retrospect into a distant
past, but intimations of possible futures, as a portal into alternative forms of planetary
consciousness.” (Steve Clark) This book explores the entanglements of Anglophone literature with
Pacific geographies, histories, and cultures during the long nineteenth century, giving a transpacific
context to Victorian writers including Dickens, Kingston, Stevenson, and Trollope, and setting them
alongside Pacific Rim writers such as Bret Harte, Lafcadio Hearn, Joseph Heco, and Yei Theodora
Ozaki. The chapters focus upon the physical and imaginative “gateways” produced by Western
technology, including the port city, the steamship, telegraph lines, and the networks of international
trade and finance. These Pacific gateways shape the development of a “transpacific consciousness”
in Anglophone literature, whose modes of exchange and patterns of thought can still be seen in
modern-day attitudes to the region. The book aims to present a polyglot and cross-cultural history of
Anglophone literature in the Pacific, in which Anglo-American imperialism coexists with established
intra-Asian networks. Chapter 1 is available open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License via link.springer.com

university press of the pacific: Food Culture in the Pacific Islands Roger Haden,
2009-08-10 The food culture of the Pacific Islands has been determined by isolation from the rest of
the world. Original immigrants from Asia brought their foods, animals, and culinary skills with them,
then for several thousand years, they were largely uninfluenced by outsiders. The tropical climate of
much of the region, unique island geology and environmental factors also played a role in the
evolution of islander cuisine, which is based on unique ingredients. The staples of breadfruit, yams,
taro, coconut, sweet potato, and cassava are incorporated into a cuisine that uses cooking and
preservation techniques unique to Polynesia, Micronesia, and Melanesia. Today, food culture in the
Pacific is largely one of extremes. Although traditional foods and cookery survive and are highly
valued, Westernization has meant that the overall diet of islanders has been negatively transformed
and that islands are net importers of unhealthful foods. Ironically, the tourism industry has
re-engaged islander people in food production and boosted their sense of identity. Students, food
mavens, and travellers will find this to be a stellar introduction to the current culture of the Pacific
Islands, with discussion of Hawaii, Australia, and New Zealand included. Chapter 1, Historical
Overview, offers a fascinating chronicle of the evolution of a food culture of extremes, of isolation,
climate, environment, and Western influences. Chapter 2, Major Foods and Ingredients, introduces a
host of traditional tropical manna as well as imported products. The Cooking chapter discusses the
truly unique cooking styles of the islands, such as steam-baking in the ground in an umu (oven).
Chapter 4, Typical Meals, largely explores the emphasis on the ubiquitous processed foods. A
Regional Specialties chapter reveals both pan-regional dishes and the noted local dishes. Chapter 6's
Eating Out discussion shows the new acceptance of the individualist, recreational ritual of eating
away from the community. The typical life-cycle food rituals are covered in the Special Occasions
chapter. A final chapter on Diet and Health highlights the increase in Western diseases arising from
diet and lifestyle changes and discusses timely food security issues as well. Recipes are interspersed
throughout, and a timeline, glossary, selected bibliography, and photos round out the coverage.

university press of the pacific: The U.S. and the War in the Pacific, 1941-45 Sandra Wilson,
Michael Sturma, Arjun Subrahmanyan, Dean Aszkielowicz, ]J. Charles Schencking, 2022-01-26 The
U.S. and the War in the Pacific, 1941-45 analyzes the Pacific War with a focus on America’s
participation in the conflict. Fought over a great ocean and vast battlefields using the most
sophisticated weapons available, the Pacific War transformed the modern world. Not only did it
introduce the atomic bomb to the world, it also reshaped relations among nations and the ways in
which governments dealt with their own peoples, changed the balance of power in the Pacific in




fundamental ways, and helped to spark nationalist movements throughout Asia. This book examines
the strategies, technologies, intelligence capabilities, home-front mobilization, industrial production,
and resources that ultimately enabled the United States and its allies to emerge victorious. Major
themes include the impact of war, conceptions of race, Japanese perspectives on the conflict, and
America’s relations with its allies. Using primary documents, maps, and concise writing, this book
provides students with an accessible introduction to an important period in history. Incorporating
recent scholarship and conflicting interpretations, the book provides an insightful overview of the
topic for students of modern American history, World War II, and the Asia Pacific.

university press of the pacific: The Pacific Northwest Raymond D. Gastil, Barnett Singer,
2010-04-23 The Pacific Northwest--for the purposes of this book mostly Oregon and Washington--has
sometimes been seen as lacking significant cultural history. Home to idyllic environmental wonders,
the region has been plagued by the notion that the best and brightest often left in search of greater
things, that the mainstream world was thousands of miles away--or at least as far south as
California. This book describes the Pacific Northwest's search for a regional identity from the first
Indian-European contacts through the late twentieth century, identifying those individuals and
groups who at least struggled to give meaning to the Northwest experience. It places particular
emphasis on writers and other celebrated individuals in the arts, detailing how their lives and works
both reflected the region and also enhanced its sense of self.

university press of the pacific: The Routledge Companion to Asian American and Pacific
Islander Literature Rachel Lee, 2014-06-05 The Routledge Companion to Asian American and Pacific
Islander Literature offers a general introduction as well as a range of critical approaches to this
important and expanding field. Divided into three sections, the volume: Introduces keywords
connecting the theories, themes and methodologies distinctive to Asian American Literature
Addresses historical periods, geographies and literary identities Looks at different genre, form and
interdisciplinarity With 41 essays from scholars in the field this collection is a comprehensive guide
to a significant area of literary study for students and teachers of Ethnic American, Asian diasporic
and Pacific Islander Literature. Contributors: Christine Bacareza Balance, Victor Bascara, Leslie
Bow, Joshua Takano Chambers-Letson, Tina Chen, Anne Anlin Cheng, Mark Chiang, Patricia P. Chu,
Robert Diaz, Pin-chia Feng, Tara Fickle, Donald Goellnicht, Helena Grice, Eric Hayot, Tamara C. Ho,
Hsuan L. Hsu, Mark C. Jerng, Laura Hyun Yi Kang, Daniel Y. Kim, Jodi Kim, James Kyung-Jin Lee,
Rachel C. Lee, Jingi Ling, Colleen Lye, Sean Metzger, Susette Min, Susan Y. Najita, Viet Thanh
Nguyen, erin Khué Ninh, Eve Oishi, Josephine Nock-Hee Park, Steven Salaita, Shu-mei Shi, Rajini
Srikanth, Brian Kim Stefans, Erin Suzuki, Theresa Tensuan, Cynthia Tolentino, Thuy Linh Nguyen
Tu, Eleanor Ty, Traise Yamamoto, Timothy Yu.

university press of the pacific: Studies in the Economic History of the Pacific Rim
Dennis O. Flynn, A.J.H. Latham, Sally M. Miller, 2002-09-11 Trade across the Pacific will be one of
the dominant forces in the economy of the next century. This collection reflects the birth of Pacific
Rim history, until recently largely neglected. It addresses the development of the Pacific Rim over
four centuries, combining broad historical syntheses with a range of essays on specific topics, from
trade with Hong Kong to British overseas banking. It will form a major contribution to this rapidly
expanding new field.

university press of the pacific: Japan and the Pacific, 1540-1920 Matsuda Koichiro,
2017-05-15 This volume seeks to capture the rich array of images that define Japan's encounters
with the Pacific Ocean. Contemporary Japanese most readily associate 'Pacific' with the devastating
war that their country fought over a half century ago. The ensuing occupation realized a situation
that this people had striven to avoid ever since the Portuguese first arrived in 1543 - their
subjugation by a foreign power. But the Pacific Ocean also extended Japan's overseas contacts. From
antiquity Japanese and their neighbours crossed it to trade ideas and products. From the mid-16th
century it carried people from more distant lands, Europe and America, and thus expanded and
diversified Japan's cultural and economic exchange networks. From the late 19th century it provided
the highway to transport Japanese imperial expansion in Northeast Asia and later to encourage




overseas migration into the Pacific and the Americas. The studies selected for inclusion in this
volume, along with the introduction, explain how the Pacific Ocean thus nurtured images of both
threat and opportunity to the island nation that it surrounds.

university press of the pacific: Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing Kelly
Boyd, 2019-10-09 The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing contains over 800 entries
ranging from Lord Acton and Anna Comnena to Howard Zinn and from Herodotus to Simon Schama.
Over 300 contributors from around the world have composed critical assessments of historians from
the beginning of historical writing to the present day, including individuals from related disciplines
like Jurgen Habermas and Clifford Geertz, whose theoretical contributions have informed historical
debate. Additionally, the Encyclopedia includes some 200 essays treating the development of
national, regional and topical historiographies, from the Ancient Near East to the history of
sexuality. In addition to the Western tradition, it includes substantial assessments of African, Asian,
and Latin American historians and debates on gender and subaltern studies.

university press of the pacific: Robert Louis Stevenson’s Pacific Impressions Carla Manfredi,
2018-11-11 This book tackles photography’s role during Robert Louis Stevenson’s travels throughout
the Pacific Island region and is the first study of his family’s previously unpublished photographs.
Cutting across disciplinary boundaries, the book integrates photographs with letters, non-fiction,
and poetry, and includes much unpublished material. The original readings of photographs and
non-fiction highlight Stevenson’s engagement with colonial ideology and reality and advance new
arguments about Victorian travel, settlement, and colonialisms in the Pacific. Like the Stevensons,
the book moves from the Marquesas to the atolls of the Gilbert Islands in Micronesia; from the
Kingdom of Hawai‘i’s political ambitions to Samoan plantations and the Stevensons’ settlement at
Vailima. Central to this study is the notion that Pacific history and Pacific Island cultures matter to
the interpretation of Stevenson's work, and a rigorous historical and cultural contextualization
ensures that local details structure literary and photographic interpretation. The book’s historical
grounding is key to its insightful conclusions regarding travel, settlement, photography, and
colonialism.

university press of the pacific: Work, Class, and Power in the Borderlands of the Early
American Pacific Evan Lampe, 2013-12-12 This book traces the history of working people who
helped established the foundation of the American empire in the Pacific from its origins after the
American Revolution to its coming of age in the 1840s and 1850s. Beginning with the expeditions of
the Columbia and the Lady Washington, Lampe argues that the early American Pacific can best be
considered through the interaction of four major locations, connected through the networks of trade:
the merchant ship, the Northwest Coast, Honolulu, and Canton (Guangzhou). In each of these
locations, the labors of a diverse population of working people was harnessed in the critical labors of
empire building, including the transportation of goods. The central question that the consideration
of working people in the Pacific economy during this period is, Lampe argues, the role of power
applied on these laborers by an international capitalist class, emerging alongside the Pacific
commercial empires. Lampe also finds that this power was not uncontested and emerged in
response to the activities of labor. Working people, on the ship and in the port cities, found ways to
secure their piece of the profitable trade, often through illicit means.

university press of the pacific: Smithsonian Asian Pacific American History, Art, and Culture
in 101 Objects Theodore S. Gonzalves, 2023-11-07 A rich and compelling introduction to the history
of Asian Pacific American communities as told through 101 objects, from a fortune cookie baking
mold to the debut Ms. Marvel comic featuring Kamala Khan A Booklist Top 10 Reference Book of
2024 Smithsonian Asian Pacific American History, Art, and Culture in 101 Objects invites readers to
experience both well-known and untold stories through influential, controversial, and meaningful
objects. Thematic chapters explore complex history and shared experiences: navigation,
intersections, labor, innovation, belonging, tragedy, resistance and solidarity, community, service,
memory, and joy. The book features vibrant full-color illustrations of objects that embody and
engage with Asian Pacific American issues, including the immigrant experience, the importance of



media representation, what history gets officially documented vs. what does not, and so much more.
Those objects include: Name tag for Challenger astronaut Ellison Onizuka Photograph of Hollywood
actress Anna May Wong Hello Kitty bento box Stella Abrera's ballet shoes, pancaked to match her
skin color Caravan’s Thailand: Songs for Life album Sewing kit of internment camp survivor May
Ishimoto Nam June Paik's Electronic Superhighway: Continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii The
Devanagari typographical font patented by Hari Govind Govil Asian Americans are the fastest
growing group in the United States and include approximately 50 distinct ethnic groups, but their
stories and experiences have often been sidelined or stereotyped. This spirited and beautifully
illustrated book offers a vital window into the triumphs and tragedies, strength and ingenuity, and
traditions and cultural identities of these communities. Smithsonian Asian Pacific American History,
Art, and Culture in 101 Objects is a crucial and celebratory read.

university press of the pacific: Storm Clouds over the Pacific, 1931-1941 Peter Harmsen,
2020-01-10 An excellent primer about World War II in Asia prior to the involvement of the United
States—part one of a fascinating history trilogy ( New York Journal of Books). War in the Far East is
a trilogy of books offering the most complete narrative yet written about the Pacific Theater of
World War II, and the first truly international treatment of the epic conflict. Historian Peter
Harmsen weaves together a complex and revealing narrative, including facets of the war that are
often overlooked in historic narratives. He explores the war in subarctic conditions on the Aleutians;
details the mass starvations in China, Indochina, and India; and offers a range of perspectives on the
war experience, from the Oval Office to the blistering sands of Peleliu. Storm Clouds Over the Pacific
begins the story long before Pearl Harbor, showing how the war can only be understood if ancient
hatreds and long-standing geopolitics are taken into account. Harmsen demonstrates how Japan and
China's ancient enmity led to increased tensions in the 1930s, which, in turn, exploded into conflict
in 1937. The battles of Shanghai and Nanjing were followed by the Battle of Taierzhuang in 1938,
China's only major victory. A war of attrition continued up to 1941, the year when Japan made the
momentous decision to pursue all-out war. The infamous attack on Pearl Harbor catapulted the
United States into the war, as the Japanese also overran British and Dutch territories throughout the
western Pacific.

university press of the pacific: Mimesis and Pacific Transcultural Encounters Jeannette
Mageo, Elfriede Hermann, 2017-10-01 How do images circulating in Pacific cultures and exchanged
between them and their many visitors transform meanings for all involved? This fascinating
collection explores how through mimesis, wayfarers and locales alike borrow images from one
another to expand their cultural repertoire of meanings or borrow images from their own past to
validate their identities.

university press of the pacific: Decolonizing Cultures in the Pacific Susan Y. Najita,
2006-09-22 In Decolonizing Cultures in the Pacific, Susan Y. Najita proposes that the traumatic
history of contact and colonization has become a crucial means by which indigenous peoples of
Oceania are reclaiming their cultures, languages, ways of knowing, and political independence. In
particular, she examines how contemporary writers from Hawai‘i, Samoa, and Aotearoa/New
Zealand remember, re-tell, and deploy this violent history in their work. As Pacific peoples negotiate
their paths towards sovereignty and chart their postcolonial futures, these writers play an invaluable
role in invoking and commenting upon the various uses of the histories of colonial resistance,
allowing themselves and their readers to imagine new futures by exorcising the past. Decolonizing
Cultures in the Pacific is a valuable addition to the fields of Pacific and Postcolonial Studies and also
contributes to struggles for cultural decolonization in Oceania: contemporary writers’ critical
engagement with colonialism and indigenous culture, Najita argues, provides a powerful tool for
navigating a decolonized future.
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