the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell

The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell: A Heartwarming Tale of Friendship and Simplicity

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell is a charming and delightful children’s book that captures the

essence of friendship, generosity, and the beauty found in simple moments. Patrick McDonnell, widely
known for his comic strip “Mutts,” brings his gentle humor and heartfelt storytelling to this standalone
book, creating a narrative that resonates with readers of all ages. Through the interactions between the
main characters, readers are invited to reflect on what it truly means to give and receive, and why

sometimes, the best gifts are those that come from the heart rather than from a store.

‘Who is Patrick McDonnell?

Before diving deeper into the story, it’s helpful to know a bit about Patrick McDonnell himself. As the

creator of the popular “Mutts” comic strip, McDonnell has built a reputation for crafting stories that blend
humor, warmth, and environmental awareness. His artistic style is simple yet expressive, often featuring
animals as protagonists who communicate without words but with plenty of emotion. This background is
essential because it shapes the tone and style of the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell, making it more

than just a children’s book—it’s a reflection of McDonnell’s philosophy on life and kindness.

The Story Behind The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell

At its core, the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell tells the story of Mooch the cat and his friend Earl the
dog. Mooch wants to give Earl a special Christmas present but finds himself struggling to come up with the
perfect gift. The twist? Mooch decides to give Earl “nothing,” which leads to a series of humorous and

touching moments that highlight the meaning behind giving.

Exploring the Theme of Simplicity

One of the most striking aspects of this book is its focus on simplicity. In a world where gift-giving often
involves purchasing expensive or elaborate items, McDonnell’s story reminds readers that the most
meaningful gifts don’t have to cost money. The idea of giving “nothing” becomes a metaphor for giving

time, attention, and love—elements that are often overlooked during busy holidays or special occasions.



Friendship as the Heart of the Narrative

The bond between Mooch and Earl is the emotional centerpiece of the story. Their friendship reflects
loyalty, understanding, and joy in each other’s company. Through their interactions, children and adults
alike can grasp the importance of appreciating those close to us beyond material possessions. This portrayal

encourages readers to value relationships and shared experiences over physical gifts.

Why The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell Resonates With

Readers

It’s no coincidence that this book has become a beloved classic in many households. Its appeal lies in the

universal message wrapped in a simple, accessible story with beautiful illustrations.

Relatable Characters and Charming Illustrations

Mooch and Earl are drawn with McDonnell’s signature style: minimalistic yet expressive. The illustrations
complement the storytelling perfectly, adding layers of humor and emotion without overwhelming the
text. This balance allows readers—especially children—to connect with the characters and follow the

narrative effortlessly.

Lessons in Generosity and Gratitude

The book subtly teaches valuable life lessons. It encourages children to think about what really matters
when giving gifts, promoting generosity that comes from the heart rather than obligation. Similarly, it

fosters gratitude by showing that sometimes, the simplest gestures can be the most meaningful.

Incorporating The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell in
Learning and Play

Educators and parents often look for books that offer more than entertainment—and this title fits the bill

perfectly. Here are a few ways to use the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell as a teaching tool:

e Discussion Starter: Initiate conversations about what it means to give and receive gifts. Ask children



what “nothing” could mean as a gift and why it might be valuable.

¢ Creative Activities: Encourage kids to draw or write about gifts they can give that don’t involve

buying something, such as acts of kindness or spending quality time.

e Social-Emotional Learning: Use the story to explore feelings around generosity, gratitude, and

friendship, helping children develop empathy and emotional intelligence.

¢ Holiday Traditions: Incorporate the book into holiday reading routines to remind families of the

importance of presence over presents.

Where to Find The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell

Thanks to its popularity, the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell is widely available in bookstores and
online retailers. It comes in various formats, including hardcover and paperback, making it accessible for
different preferences and budgets. Libraries often carry this title as well, making it easy to borrow and

enjoy with children.

Other Works by Patrick McDonnell to Explore

If you find yourself captivated by McDonnell’s storytelling and illustration style, his “Mutts” series is a
treasure trove of similar themes. These comics and books often emphasize compassion for animals,
environmental awareness, and simple joys. Exploring his other works can deepen your appreciation for his

approach to life and art.

Why This Book is a Perfect Gift

The irony of the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell being a fantastic gift itself is not lost on many readers.
It makes a thoughtful present because:

¢ It’s suitable for children and adults, bridging generational gaps.

¢ Jts message encourages mindful giving, perfect for holiday seasons or birthdays.

e The charming illustrations and storytelling make it a joy to read aloud.



e |t serves as a gentle reminder of what really matters in life and relationships.

When giving this book, you’re sharing not just a story, but values that last well beyond the final page.

The gentle humor and heartfelt message of the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell continue to inspire
readers to rethink the meaning of gifts and to cherish the bonds we share. Whether you’re reading it with
a child or reflecting on it yourself, its lessons about kindness, simplicity, and friendship resonate deeply and

warmly. It’s a small book with a big heart—just like the best gifts are.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of "The Gift of Nothing' by Patrick McDonnell?

'"The Gift of Nothing' explores themes of friendship, love, and the joy of giving, emphasizing that
sometimes the best gifts are not material things but the presence and thoughtfulness we share with loved

ones.

Who are the main characters in '"The Gift of Nothing'?

The main characters are Mooch, a cat, and Earl, a dog. Their friendship is central to the story as Mooch tries
to find the perfect gift for Earl.

What makes "The Gift of Nothing' by Patrick McDonnell unique among
children's books?

The book stands out for its gentle humor, simple yet meaningful storytelling, and charming illustrations

that convey a heartfelt message about appreciating simplicity and friendship.

How does 'The Gift of Nothing' teach children about the value of non-
material gifts?

Through Mooch's quest to find a gift for Earl and ultimately realizing that 'nothing' can be a perfect gift,

the story teaches children that love and thoughtfulness matter more than physical presents.

What type of illustrations are featured in "The Gift of Nothing'?

Patrick McDonnell's illustrations in the book are hand-drawn, simple, and expressive, using soft colors and

clear lines that complement the warm and gentle tone of the story.



Is 'The Gift of Nothing' appropriate for all age groups?

While primarily targeted at young children, especially ages 3-7, the book's universal message about

friendship and gift-giving resonates with readers of all ages.

Has 'The Gift of Nothing' received any awards or recognitions?

Yes, 'The Gift of Nothing' has been praised by critics and readers alike for its heartfelt message and

charming artwork, often recommended as a classic holiday or gift-giving season book.

Additional Resources

The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell: A Thoughtful Exploration of Contentment and Connection

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell is a poignant and charming children’s book that has captured the
hearts of readers and critics alike. Known primarily for his widely beloved comic strip “Mutts,” Patrick
McDonnell extends his signature blend of gentle humor and profound simplicity into this standalone work.
The Gift of Nothing offers a narrative that transcends the typical bounds of children’s literature by
addressing themes of friendship, generosity, and the meaning of “something” versus “nothing.” This article
provides a comprehensive, analytical review of this book, delving into its narrative structure, thematic

depth, artistic style, and its place within contemporary children’s literature.

In-Depth Analysis of The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell

Patrick McDonnell’s The Gift of Nothing is not just a story; it is an exploration of human emotions
expressed through the eyes of his iconic characters, Earl the dog and Mooch the cat. The story centers on
Mooch’s quest to find the perfect gift for his best friend Earl’s birthday. However, the twist lies in Mooch’s
realization that Earl already has everything he needs—leading to the conceptual “gift of nothing.” This
premise might sound paradoxical, but it is precisely this irony that fuels the narrative’s emotional

resonance.

The book’s structure is straightforward, yet its simplicity belies a complex message. McDonnell’s prose is
minimal but effective, relying heavily on the illustrations to tell much of the story. This interplay between
text and image is a hallmark of McDonnell’s style and is especially effective in communicating nuanced
emotions to a young audience. The pacing is deliberate, allowing readers to absorb both the dialogue and the

silent moments depicted in the sketches.



Thematic Exploration: Contentment and the Value of Friendship

At its core, The Gift of Nothing is an ode to contentment. In a culture dominated by consumerism and
material gifts, McDonnell challenges the notion that happiness can be bought or wrapped. Through Mooch’s
dilemma, the book subtly critiques material excess and introduces children to the idea that sometimes the

most meaningful gifts are intangible.

Friendship emerges as a powerful theme. The dynamic between Earl and Mooch is warm and genuine,
illustrating how true friendship transcends physical possessions. Mooch’s willingness to give “nothing”
reflects a deep understanding of Earl’s personality and needs, highlighting empathy and emotional
intelligence. This portrayal encourages young readers to think beyond surface-level gestures and consider

the emotional significance behind giving.

Artistic Style and Visual Appeal

Patrick McDonnell’s background as a comic strip creator shines through in the visual presentation of The
Gift of Nothing. The artwork is characterized by clean lines, soft color palettes, and expressive characters
that capture subtle moods. The illustrations are not merely decorative; they function as narrative tools that

reinforce the story’s themes.

The use of white space in the book is particularly noteworthy. It mirrors the concept of “nothing” by
allowing breathing room within the pages, making each image and word stand out more prominently.
This minimalistic approach is effective in engaging young readers without overwhelming them, ensuring

the story remains accessible.

Comparisons to Other Contemporary Children’s Books

When compared to other children’s literature that addresses gift-giving and friendship, The Gift of
Nothing stands apart due to its unique perspective on “nothing” as a gift. Books like “The Giving Tree” by
Shel Silverstein also deal with generosity but often culminate in sacrifice. McDonnell’s narrative, on the

other hand, embraces the idea of presence and understanding as gifts in themselves.

Furthermore, The Gift of Nothing aligns with a growing trend in children’s books that promote
mindfulness and emotional awareness. Titles such as “Zen Shorts” by Jon J. Muth and “The Invisible
String” by Patrice Karst similarly encourage children to reflect on intangible aspects of relationships and
happiness. McDonnell’s contribution is distinctive because it uses humor and relatable animal characters to

convey these ideas in a lighthearted manner.



Key Features and Educational Value

e Simple yet profound narrative: The story is easy to follow but offers layered meanings that appeal to

a broad age range.

¢ Relatable characters: Earl and Mooch embody traits familiar to children, such as curiosity, affection,

and empathy.

¢ Emphasis on emotional intelligence: The book encourages readers to consider feelings over material

possessions.

¢ Visually engaging illustrations: The art complements the text, aiding comprehension and retaining

interest.

e Discussion starter: The Gift of Nothing is an excellent resource for parents and educators to initiate

conversations about giving, friendship, and gratitude.

Pros and Cons from an Educational Perspective

While The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell excels in many areas, it also presents some limitations
worth considering:
1. Pros:
o Promotes critical thinking about the value of gifts beyond materialism.
o Encourages empathy and emotional connection.

o Supports literacy development with accessible language and engaging visuals.

2. Cons:
o The minimalist text might not sufficiently challenge advanced readers.

o The abstract nature of “nothing” as a gift might require adult guidance for younger children to



fully grasp.

o The narrative’s slow pace may not appeal to children who prefer action-driven stories.

The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell in the Context of Gift-

Giving Culture

In a broader cultural context, The Gift of Nothing offers a subtle but timely commentary on the
commercialization of gift-giving holidays and occasions. By framing “nothing” as a gift, McDonnell invites
readers to reconsider the pressures surrounding material gifts and to appreciate simpler, more meaningful
expressions of love and friendship. This message resonates with contemporary movements advocating

sustainability, minimalism, and mindful consumption.

Moreover, the book’s focus on friendship rather than possessions aligns with psychological research
emphasizing social connection as a key factor in well-being. For families and educators striving to instill
values of gratitude and generosity, The Gift of Nothing serves as a valuable tool to challenge prevailing

consumerist norms.

The appeal of The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell extends beyond children’s literature circles. Its
universal themes have garnered praise from parents, educators, and critics who appreciate its gentle
wisdom. The book’s ongoing popularity is a testament to McDonnell’s ability to craft stories that are both

accessible and profound, blending humor with heart in a way that encourages reflection and dialogue.

Ultimately, The Gift of Nothing invites readers of all ages to rethink what it means to give and receive,
reminding us that sometimes the most precious gifts are those that cannot be wrapped or bought. Through
its delicate balance of storytelling and illustration, the book continues to inspire conversations about

generosity, friendship, and the true meaning of happiness.

The Gift Of Nothing By Patrick Mcdonnell

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: The Gift of Nothing Patrick McDonnell, 2011-04-15
From a New York Times bestselling author and creator of the beloved comic strip Mutts comes the
beloved story about nothing—and everything!—perfect for gift-giving at the holidays and year-round.
Mooch the cat desperately wants to get his friend Earl the dog a gift for the holidays, but Earl
already has everything he needs. What do you give a guy who has everything? Mooch wonders. Then
it dawns on him: nothing! But it turns out nothing is harder to find than you'd think... This perennial


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-148/the-gift-of-nothing-by-patrick-mcdonnell.pdf

favorite from bestselling author and the award-winning creator of the beloved comic strip MUTTS
sends a heartfelt, timeless message about the priceless value of friendship. Don't miss these other
picture books by Patrick McDonnell: The Gift of Everything Me...Jane Art Hug Time Tek The Little
Red Cat Who Ran Away and Learned His ABC's (the Hard Way) A Perfectly Messed-Up Story The
Monsters’ Monster

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: The Gift of Nothing Patrick McDonnell, 2008-11-16
Since its publication in 2005, The Gift of Nothing has become an instant classic--the perfect gift for
the person who has everything. In this appealing picture book, Mooch the cat--star of the
nationally-syndicated comic strip Mutts--searches for a present for his friend, Earl the dog. Earl
already has everything he needs: a bowl, a bed, a chewy toy...What else could Mooch get him? Then
it dawns on him: NOTHING! This timeless tale has a heart-warming message about the most
valuable gift of all--friendship--that appeals to readers of all ages. Great for a last minute gift, this
special edition includes an elegant paper slipcase designed to look like gift wrap with foil accents
and an embossed bow and faux hang tag.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: The Gift of Everything Patrick McDonnell,
2025-10-07 This heartwarming story perfect for the holiday season offers a fresh take on
mindfulness and gratitude and features Patrick McDonnell's familiar beloved characters from his
popular MUTTS comic strip! It’s that time of year again. Mooch the cat is searching up, down, and
all around for a perfect gift for his special friend Earl. But what is perfect? Join Mooch as he sees the
world around him with a fresh feeling of gratitude and discovers the answer: Everyone...
Everywhere... Everything! Good thing he has just the right person to share it all with! In this joyful
rhyming companion to the New York Times bestselling classic The Gift of Nothing, the stars of the
beloved comic strip MUTTS find the gift of their lives. Don't miss these other picture books starring
MUTTS characters: The Gift of Nothing Hug Time

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: The Little Gift of Nothing Patrick McDonnell,
2016-10-04 From a New York Times bestselling author and Caldecott Honor artist comes the
beloved story about nothing--and everything!--adapted to a board book format. Mooch the cat
desperately wants to get his friend Earl the dog a gift for the holidays, but Earl already has
everything he needs. What do you give a guy who has everything? Mooch wonders. Then it dawns on
him: nothing! But it turns out nothing is harder to find than you'd think... This perennial favorite has
sold hundreds of thousands of copies, and in this shortened form, brings to the youngest readers its
heartfelt, timeless message about the priceless value of friendship.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: The Art of Nothing Patrick McDonnell, 2019-10-15
Timed for the 25th anniversary of the comic strip Mutts, The Art of Nothing celebrates the work of
author and illustrator Patrick McDonnell Mooch, the curious cat, and Earl, the ever-trusting dog, are
just two of the characters who inhabit the world of Mutts. In The Art of Nothing: 25 Years of Mutts
and the Art of Patrick McDonnell, the award-winning author and illustrator’s beloved comic strip is
celebrated as well as his bestselling children’s classics, including Me . . . Jane, The Gift of Nothing,
South, Just Like Heaven, Hug Time, and Wag!, all shot from the original art. Also included are rare
and never-before-seen artwork, proposals, outtakes, and developmental work, along with
autobiographical commentary, a brand-new, career-spanning interview conducted by artist Lynda
Barry, and an introduction by Eckhart Tolle (The Power of Now and A New Earth: Awakening to
Your Life’s Purpose).

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Nothing Happened Susan A. Crane, 2021-01-19
The past is what happened. History is what we remember and write about that past, the narratives
we craft to make sense out of our memories and their sources. But what does it mean to look at the
past and to remember that nothing happened? Why might we feel as if nothing is the way it was?
This book transforms these utterly ordinary observations and redefines Nothing as something we
have known and can remember. Nothing has been a catch-all term for everything that is supposedly
uninteresting or is just not there. It will take some—possibly considerable—mental adjustment
before we can see Nothing as Susan A. Crane does here, with a capital n. But Nothing has actually



been happening all along. As Crane shows in her witty and provocative discussion, Nothing is
nothing less than fascinating. When Nothing has changed but we think that it should have, we might
call that injustice; when Nothing has happened over a long, slow period of time, we might call that
boring. Justice and boredom have histories. So too does being relieved or disappointed when
Nothing happens—for instance, when a forecasted end of the world does not occur, and millennial
movements have to regroup. By paying attention to how we understand Nothing to be happening in
the present, what it means to know Nothing or to do Nothing, we can begin to ask how those
experiences will be remembered. Susan A. Crane moves effortlessly between different modes of
seeing Nothing, drawing on visual analysis and cultural studies to suggest a new way of thinking
about history. By remembering how Nothing happened, or how Nothing is the way it was, or how
Nothing has changed, we can recover histories that were there all along.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Reading Power Adrienne Gear, 2013

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: The Picture Book Almanac Nancy ]J. Polette,
2015-11-10 This essential guide has exactly the right books to help you celebrate special days
throughout the year—even holidays you've never heard of—and provides hundreds of fun titles and
activities that could inspire your students to become life-long readers. Young students need to
continually be presented with a vast variety of types of books, authors, illustrators, and subject
matter in order to find the perfect concept or image that sparks their imagination, takes their
comprehension to a new level, or helps them turn the corner to becoming a book lover. Nancy ]J.
Polette's The Picture Book Almanac: Picture Books and Activities to Celebrate 365 Familiar and
Unusual Holidays can be used year-round as a key to open that great literary treasure vault. The
books Polette has painstakingly selected for their value as learning opportunities tie into both
familiar and unusual holidays, ranging from official, nationally recognized holidays to obscure ones
such as Milk Day and Thesaurus Day. The daily featured book titles cover the classics, such as books
in the Paddington Bear series and Cinderella to outstanding current and just-published titles,
collectively representing the best choices for collection building over time. This book is an excellent
tool for collection development as well as an indispensable resource for reading teachers and
classroom teachers.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Empowering Families Judy Bradbury, Susan E.
Busch, 2015-04-24 The home-school connection is important to student literacy achievement.
However, it can be time-consuming to develop and implement programming that keeps families
engaged and involved. Empowering Families makes it easier to accomplish these goals! Chock-full of
step-by-step plans for arranging a variety of parent/caregiver meetings and literacy booster events,
the book enables educators to get families involved in their children’s learning in ways that are fun
and non-intimidating. By hosting these events at your school, you’ll be empowering families to...
read aloud to their children at home; minimize the summer slide; encourage male involvement in
literacy; help their children avoid homework hassles; and much, much more! Bonus: The book
includes ready-to-use handouts for your events, such as announcement sheets, follow-up evaluations,
and tipsheets that describe ways parents can reinforce literacy at home. These handouts are
photocopiable and the tipsheets are also available for easy download from our website at
www.routledge.com/9781138803114. Spanish versions of the tipsheets are available on our website
as well.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: The Princess Problem Rebecca Hains PhD,
2014-09-02 How to Raise Empowered Girls in a Princess World! It's no secret that little girls love
princesses, but behind the twirly dresses and glittery crowns sits a powerful marketing machine,
delivering negative stereotypes about gender, race, and beauty to young girls. So how can you
protect your daughter, fight back, and offer new, less harmful options for their princess obsession?
The Princess Problem features real advice and stories from parents, educators, psychologists,
children's industry insiders that will help equip our daughters to navigate the princess-saturated
media landscape. With excellent research and tips to guide parents through honest conversations
with their kids, The Princess Problem is the parenting resource to raising thoughful, open-minded



children. a very insightful look at our princess culture...Parents—this is a must read! — Brenda
Chapman, Writer/Director, Disney/Pixar's BRAVE

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Guardians of Being Eckhart Tolle, 2011-03-21 This
wonderfully unique collaboration brings together two masters of their fields, joining original words
by spiritual teacher Eckhart Tolle with delightful illustrations by Patrick McDonnell, the creator of
the acclaimed comic strip MUTTS. Every heartwarming page provokes thought, insight, and smiling
reverence for all beings and each moment. More than a collection of witty and charming drawings,
the marriage of Patrick McDonnell's art and Eckhart Tolle's words conveys a profound love of
nature, of animals, of humans, of all life-forms. Guardians of Being celebrates and reminds us of not
only the oneness of all life but also the wonder and joy to be found in the present moment, amid the
beauty we sometimes forget to notice all around us.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Reading Power, Revised & Expanded Edition
Adrienne Gear, 2015-10-06 Ten years ago, Reading Power was launched in an elementary school in
Vancouver. It has since evolved into a recognized approach to comprehension instruction being
implemented across Canada, in the United States, United Kingdom, Sweden, and China. This
ground-breaking approach showed teachers how to help students think while they read — connect,
question, visualize, infer, and transform. Since the publication of the first edition of Reading Power,
Adrienne Gear has continued to reflect on and refine her ideas about metacognition, comprehension
instruction, and the Reading Power strategies. This revised and expanded edition shares these new
understandings, and offers teachers new ideas, new lessons, and, of course, new anchor books to
support the Reading Power principles. An ideal resource for teachers familiar to this strategic
approach to teaching reading, or for those looking for new ways to connect thinking with reading.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Children's Book-a-Day Almanac Anita Silvey,
2012-10-30 “An expert on children’s literature . . . provides a worthwhile resource for teachers,
librarians, and parents.” —Booklist The Children's Book-a-Day Almanac is a new way to discover a
great children's book—every day of the year! This fresh, inventive reference book is a dynamic way
to showcase the gems, both new and old, of children's literature. Each page features an event of the
day, a children's book that relates to that event, and a list of other events that took place on that
day. Always informative and often surprising, celebrate a year of literature for children with The
Children's Book-a-Day Almanac. “This has solid possibilities as a springboard for daily reading and
writing activities in the classroom or as simply a book-focused way to start the day.” —Bulletin of the
Center for Children’s Books

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Making Spirits Bright Susan Magsamen,
2007-10 Starting with a world view of Christmas anticipation, this book encourages children and
adults to look around themand withinto think about simple gifts, greetings, and decorations at this
memory-rich time of year. Family activity: make song sheets from a clever book-within-a-book for
family sing-alongs or a caroling party. Plus, personalize four keepsake wooden ornaments.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: How to Raise a Reader Pamela Paul, Maria Russo,
2019-09-03 An indispensable guide to welcoming children—from babies to teens—to a lifelong love
of reading, written by Pamela Paul and Maria Russo, editors of The New York Times Book Review.
Do you remember your first visit to where the wild things are? How about curling up for hours on
end to discover the secret of the Sorcerer’s Stone? Combining clear, practical advice with
inspiration, wisdom, tips, and curated reading lists, How to Raise a Reader shows you how to instill
the joy and time-stopping pleasure of reading. Divided into four sections, from baby through teen,
and each illustrated by a different artist, this book offers something useful on every page, whether
it’s how to develop rituals around reading or build a family library, or ways to engage a reluctant
reader. A fifth section, “More Books to Love: By Theme and Reading Level,” is chockful of expert
recommendations. Throughout, the authors debunk common myths, assuage parental fears, and
deliver invaluable lessons in a positive and easy-to-act-on way.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: A to Zoo Rebecca L. Thomas, 2018-06-21 Whether
used for thematic story times, program and curriculum planning, readers' advisory, or collection




development, this updated edition of the well-known companion makes finding the right picture
books for your library a breeze. Generations of savvy librarians and educators have relied on this
detailed subject guide to children's picture books for all aspects of children's services, and this new
edition does not disappoint. Covering more than 18,000 books published through 2017, it empowers
users to identify current and classic titles on topics ranging from apples to zebras. Organized simply,
with a subject guide that categorizes subjects by theme and topic and subject headings arranged
alphabetically, this reference applies more than 1,200 intuitive (as opposed to formal catalog)
subject terms to children's picture books, making it both a comprehensive and user-friendly resource
that is accessible to parents and teachers as well as librarians. It can be used to identify titles to fill
in gaps in library collections, to find books on particular topics for young readers, to help teachers
locate titles to support lessons, or to design thematic programs and story times. Title and illustrator
indexes, in addition to a bibliographic guide arranged alphabetically by author name, further extend
access to titles.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Wake Up and Smell the Planet Brangien Davis,
2009-04-03 Not a guide about guilt, but about making little choices throughout the day that improve
the planet. We all have our morning routines, whether it's making coffee, walking the dog, feeding
the kids, a shower and a shave, the office commute, or some combination thereof. And at each of
these morning moments -- in fact, at any given time throughout ...

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Why Think? Sara Stanley, 2012-06-07 We live in
an ever demanding world where independent, creative thinking is highly prized. We want the
children of the future to have the skills and confidence to form their own ideas, and have the
confidence and resilience to speak up for what they believe in. Why Think? will enable practitioners
of children aged 3-11 to confidently turn their classrooms into spaces where thinking, challenging
and reasoning become as natural as play. In this book, the author of But Why? explores how to
maximise philosophical play through activities, games and parental engagement. Why Think?
Includes: * Inspirational case studiese® Facilitation techniques and information on philosophical
conceptse A list of recommended books and resources, online quizzes, thinking games and useful
web linkse Question-board activities to stimulate daily thinking The book is visually interesting with
lots of annotated sessions, drawings, photos, and ideas for resources. A must for all early years and
primary practitioners.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Children's Writers' & Artists' Yearbook 2019
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2018-07-26 The annual, bestselling guide to all aspects of the media and
how to write and illustrate for children and young adults. Acknowledged by the media industries and
authors as the essential guide to how to get published. The 70+ articles are updated and added to
each year. Together they provide invaluable guidance on subjects such as series fiction, writing
historical or funny books, preparing an illustration portfolio, managing your finances, interpreting
publishers' contracts, self-publishing your work. Foreword by Sarah Crossan, Carnegie Medal
winner and author of One, Breathe, Moonrise (published July 2018) and We Come Apart (with Brian
Conaghan) NEW articles for the 2019 edition include: LGBT+ characters in children's fiction by
Lauren James The hybrid author by Shelli R. Johannes A jobbing writer's lot by Joanna Nadin
Adapting children's books for stage and screen by Emma Reeves Where does your book sit? by
Jasmine Richards Murderous inventions by Robin Stevens The long and winding road to publication
by Paul Stewart Writing picture books by Tessa Strickland The ups and downs of being a writer by
Theresa Tomlinson All of the 2,000 listings of who to contact across the media have been reviewed
and updated. The essential guide for any writer for children.

the gift of nothing by patrick mcdonnell: Roam Alan Lazar, 2012-08-14 Nelson is a
bright-eyed, inquisitive half beagle, half poodle. He lives with Katey and Don, newlyweds whose
marriage is straining under the pressures of domesticity. One day Nelson follows his nose and gets
lost-- and we follow his journey home for eight years. An affirmation that no matter how far or how
long you may travel, there's always a place you can call home.
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